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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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By J. MATT BARBER

My fellow Americans:
I am your humble servant. You 
have entrusted me with the tre-
mendous honor and responsibility 
to serve you as president. I am not 

president of black America, Hispanic America 
or white America. I am not president of liberal 
America or conservative America. I am president 
of the United States of America.

Regrettably, as a nation, we have become 
divided. I confess that I have contributed to this 
division. For this failure in leadership, I ask your 
forgiveness.

We were each created equal by a God of for-
giveness. It is now time that we do as He com-
mands; that we forgive one another as we are 
forgiven and that we come together, once and for 
all, as one America.

With this goal in mind, I ask that every 
American join me in praying for the family of 
Trayvon Martin. No parent should have to bury 
a child. I also ask that you join me in prayer for 
George Zimmerman and his family. This tragedy 
has taken an unimaginable toll on both families. 
Finally, I ask that you join me in praying for na-
tional calm and racial reconciliation.

Today I will share with you certain truths that 
may be difficult for some to hear. But truths they 
remain.

First among these truths: The death of Tray-
von Martin was a horrible tragedy.

But not all tragedies are crimes.
This case should never have gone to trial. 

Probable cause for charges of second-degree mur-
der did not exist. Unfortunately, it has become evi-
dent that charges were filed based upon a purely 
political calculus, rather than upon the legal merits 
of the case. This is legal malpractice, and those re-
sponsible should be held accountable.

Before charges were even filed I publicly and 
inappropriately said: “If I had a son, he’d look like 
Trayvon.” This was irresponsible of me. It was 
a politically motivated abuse of the presidential 
bully pulpit. It presumed Mr. Zimmerman guilty 
until proven innocent. The implication was racially 
charged and cynical. To the extent that I may have 
contributed to the spurious filing of charges, I 
apologize to Florida. I also apologize to George 
Zimmerman, his family and the American people.

Nevertheless, the trial did go forward and, 
after 20 days in court and 16 hours of thoughtful 
deliberation, a jury of George Zimmerman’s peers 
ultimately found him not guilty. Whether or not 
we agree, this is our criminal justice system and the 
system worked as designed.

Justice was served.
Although none of us were there – and few 

can know for sure – the not guilty verdict indicates 
that the jury found, based upon the weight of the 
evidence, that this tragic shooting was, in fact, le-
gally justified on self-defense grounds. This is true 
whether or not George overreacted by following 

Trayvon in the first place. Florida’s “stand-your-
ground” law was never even triggered.

The jury further found, by all accounts, that at 
some point during their interaction, Mr. Martin 
turned, pursued and attacked Mr. Zimmerman 
without legal provocation. This decision ultimately 
cost him his life.

How does this make sense? How could this 
have justified the shooting? Although initially 
unarmed, witness accounts and forensic evidence 
suggest that Trayvon punched Mr. Zimmerman, 
jumped on him and began slamming the back of 
his head into the concrete sidewalk while alleg-
edly proclaiming, “You gonna die tonight, [exple-
tive].” At this point the sidewalk became a deadly 
weapon. From this, any reasonable person could 
conclude that George Zimmerman feared for his 
life and, therefore, took defensive action.

A needless tragedy? Yes.
A crime? No.
Here is another truth: This case is neither 

now, nor has it ever been about race. That is, it 
wasn’t about race until I and others made it so.

There are those who, under the guise of 
“civil-rights advocacy,” have a tarnished history of 
exploiting this and other such tragedies for their 
own political and financial purposes. This is race-
profiteering. It is shameless, dishonest and never 
productive. For the good of our nation, it needs 
to stop.

Furthermore, much of the media are likewise 
to blame. It is clear that, for whatever reason –rat-
ings, perhaps – many journalists chose to inten-
tionally fan the flames of racial discord. NBC even 
went so far as to splice and edit the recording of 
Mr. Zimmerman’s 911 call to make him sound 
racist. This may well be defamation per se, and 
NBC should be held to account.

In reality, the overwhelming evidence indi-
cates that Mr. Zimmerman is anything but racist. 
He is just as much a “person of color” as am I. He 
is Hispanic, not white as the media narrative goes. 
George is half Hispanic, just as I am half black. 
He is no more a “white Hispanic” than am I a 
“white black.” This is the theater of the absurd. It’s 
but another example of the media’s disingenuous 
bid to sensationalize this case as a white-vs.-black 
civil-rights clash.

It is not.
In reality, George Zimmerman’s past strongly 

suggests that he is utterly color blind. He once 
went to bat for a black homeless man against the 
police department he desperately hoped to join. 
He also has a history of mentoring black children, 
has dated black women, has black relatives and is a 
registered Democrat who voted for me – the first 
black president in American history. Finally, an 
extensive FBI investigation determined that Mr. 
Zimmerman is simply “not a racist.”

I understand that many people are very up-
set over this verdict. I sympathize with them. My 
heart also breaks for Trayvon’s family. Still, we are a 
nation of laws, not a nation of mob rule. Make no 
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GOVERNMENT

mistake, threats to George Zimmer-
man’s safety and civil rights will not be 
tolerated and will be investigated and 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law.

Moreover, I have instructed At-
torney General Eric Holder to cease 
and desist in all efforts to manufacture 
federal civil-rights charges against Mr. 
Zimmerman. There is simply no case 
and to pursue one would actually vio-
late Mr. Zimmerman’s civil rights.

Let’s get back on track. Let’s re-
turn to Dr. King’s dream of an Amer-

ica in which people are “judged by the 
content of their character,” and not “by 
the color of their skin.”

It’s time to move on. It’s time 
to heal. It’s time to come together as 
“One Nation Under God”.

God bless you.
And God bless America.

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) 
is an attorney concentrating in constitu-
tional law. He serves as Vice President of 
Liberty Counsel Action (LCA on Face-
book) . (Title and affiliation provided for 
identification purposes only.)

Zimmerman Speech Obama Should Have Given The Law is the Flaw and So Are We
OPINION WRITER

By BOB MARRONE

Like many Americans, 
my feelings about the 
Trayvon Martin case 
have gone all over the 
place. I have wrestled 

with anger, frustration, denial and 
fear. I have also found myself walk-
ing into emotional roadblocks and 
other obstacles that prevented me, at 
times, from being honest with myself. 
I knew that if I was unable to level 
with myself about the issue, my credi-
bility as an opinion writer / columnist 
would be lost. You might not know it; 
but I would know I was a fraud.

Why the angst, you ask? Sim-
ple! When race is involved you are 
damned no matter what you say. Like 
many tender issues in our society, 
truth takes a back seat to agendas, 
politics, money and the inability of 
most of us to separate how we feel 
from what is true and reasonable. 
What is more, the very process of 
parsing out feelings about what we 
know, or what we think we know and 
how we feel about it, is complicated, 
and even contradictory. And so I have 
let the issue, and then the verdict in 
the case, simmer for a bit.

First and foremost, we have 
George Zimmerman disobeying the 
orders of local police to stand down, 
as he continued his pursuit of Tray-
von Martin, presuming him to be a 
suspicious person. This is the origi-
nal sin of the case, even beyond the 
uncomfortable thought that he may 
well have suspected Martin because 
he was black and wearing a hooded 
sweatshirt. We will come back to 
this later. It is hard for anyone to dis-
miss from their logic that had Zim-
merman done as he was instructed, 
Martin would be alive today. By ex-
tension, it is logical and intuitive that 
he is responsible for the confronta-
tion, which took place, and should 
be held accountable for what occur. I 
get it, and that is what is so troubling 
about the case. Our sense of right and 
wrong is offended by the death of 
someone whose life is lost due to an-
other person’s irresponsibility. Indeed, 
one wonders why there is no laws to 
cover this in the same way that peo-
ple are held accountable when they 
knowingly drive recklessly and injure 
or kill another; or when a bartender 
is held responsible for giving that 
one last drink to a driver who runs 
over the innocent after that “one too 
many”drink. Of course the difference 

in these two instances is that there is 
law to cover those transgressions. Ap-
parently there is no law that covers 
not listening to the police when you 
are interfering with someone else’s 
privacy and right to free movement, 
or is there?

The “Stand Your Ground” law in 
Florida tests only the behavior of the 
individual in an altercation, not how 
he / she came to be there. And like 
all law, it is very specific. One of the 
conditions allowing for the use dead-
ly force includes the state of mind of 
the defendant, particularly whether 
he / she had reason to fear for his / 
her life. Again, the law does not care 
about, nor answer for, how the defen-
dant got there. I find it interesting 
that had both men been armed, it 
would be young Trayvon Martin who 
would have been protected by the law 
and who, ironically, was in the kind of 
position one would like to think the 
law was intended to protect. Martin 
did not run. Instead, he reportedly at-
tacked his “stalker” rather than simply 
running away. Indeed, he was within 
his rights, even if banging Zimmer-
man’s head onto the concrete side-
walk like a jackhammer, so long as his 
state of mind was such that he feared 
for his life. These men were in a legal 
and literal fight for their lives. These 
are the questions that the jury had to 
consider when applying the law, not 
how they came to be entangled.

This is why virtually every legal 
commentator saw the innocent ver-
dict coming down before it was even 
announced. The law, and how the jury 
was instructed to apply it, did not deal 
with how or why the two came to 
blows. It is truly tragic. It is equally 
tragic that there is not a law making it 
a crime to ignore police instructions, 
or if there is one, that it was not em-
ployed by the prosecutors. The flaw 
is in the law and / or the absence of 
another more suitable law to cover 
the reckless behavior of Zimmerman. 
Fortunately, there remains the civil 
court where the standard is not “be-
yond a reasonable doubt,” and where 
fixing responsibility is the central 
focus. Unfortunately, Zimmerman, 
a night security guard, likely has few 
assets.

Sadly, there is more to this entire 
episode that needs to be discussed. 
How is it that we Americans, who 
hold up our legal system as one of the 
hallmarks of our democracy, cry out 
with anarchistic rage when the very 
thing that makes us different, does 

not work as we would like? How 
can we fail to understand that when 
the law is followed to the letter, as it 
was in this case, while we have every 
right to move for it to be changed or 
other laws to be added, it is our duty 
as Americans to accept verdicts we 
disagree with? How can a millionaire 
ballplayer, like Victor Cruz, condone 
vigilante justice because he did not 
approve of the verdict? I know he 
apologized, but we also know that he 
echoed the sentiments of many. This 
is not unlike those who hope their 
“favorite” convict is raped in prison, 
or those who cheered when Jeffrey 
Dahlmer was killed in his peniten-
tiary. If you feel that way, then rip 
off that American flag pin and im-
migrate to some third-world country. 
We are a nation of laws not feelings 
and mob justice.

The issue of race, of course, has 
fueled this entire debate. But honesty 
and understanding is in short supply. 
One young African American wrote 
in a New York daily paper how he 
now feels like a target. I can see why 
he would say that. But it also has to 
be said… and few do… that the av-
erage American, black and white, has 
seen enough movies, videos and other 
media of street kids with hoodies es-
pousing the gangsta life and waving 
guns held sideway. It is honest to say 
that “thugwear,” which is considered 
cool and pushed by marketing com-
panies, is supposed to be scary and 
hard. While I think it was immature 
and reactionary of Zimmerman to 
assume that someone with a hoodie 
was a thug, maybe he felt, however 
wrongly that his neighborhood was 
a target. Again, in this country, in 
this day and age, after so much his-
tory, this is an assumption that ought 
not be made, and that it does inflame 
racial tensions. But just like Victor 
Cruz let slip out what many think, 
there are those who get scared when 
they see a young person in a hoodie. 
It may not be right, but it is so. It is 
also what hurts so much about his 
case. An innocent teenager is dead, 
and no one is answering for it. And 
we all can’t help but think it was be-
cause it started over a black kid wear-
ing a sweatshirt.

We all have a long way to go, and 
so does the law,
Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer for The Westchester Guardian.

The Tragedy that Beset the 
Zimmerman Trial 

THE HEZITORIAL

By HEZI ARIS

YONKERS, NY -- 
Saturday night, July 
13, 2013, a jury of six 
found George Zim-
merman not guilty of 

second degree murder and not guilty of 
manslaughter in the killing of Trayvon 
Martin.

Justice validated support among 
some while losing detractors among 
others. The tragedy is that a verdict 
took so long to reveal itself for Mr 
Zimmerman and that Trayvon Martin 
was killed. 

Politics has tragically overtaken the 
decorum expected of Justice. The public 
interest was served by the jurors who 
were entrusted to abide by the Law. 
The Zimmerman Family will attempt 
to resurrect their lives, and the Martin 
Family will continue to mourn the loss 
of their son.

There is little to celebrate here. 
Some may ascribe blame on Mr Zim-
merman, others to Mr Martin, and 
others against Justice. Mr Zimmerman 

is among us; Mr Martin is not. The 
Law is ever present. If remedy is to be 
found, perhaps scrutiny must be made 
of the Law. At issue is whether the 
Law serves Justice and thereby society 
at large?

An introspective review of the 
Law may be best to earn societal trust 
in the majority as demand for revision 
may be required to serve society so that 
those who go about their way are not 
forever used as pawns in a process that 
serves too few. Future remedy may best 
be formulated when distanced from 
this case among others.

New York State Senate Demo-
cratic Leader Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins issued this statement on July 14, 
2013, at 12:15 p.m. It reads:

“My thoughts and prayers are with 
the Martin family as they live with the 
jury’s verdict.   Their faith and resolve 
in the face of this tragedy has been re-
markable. Trayvon will, forever, live in 
the hearts and minds of people of good 
will everywhere, as we redouble our ef-
forts to fulfill America’s highest ideals 
of justice and equality.”

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
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By BOB K. BOGEN

No doubt thousands, pos-
sibly millions, of Ameri-
cans celebrated the Not 
Guilty Of All Charges 
Verdict for George Zim-

merman in his murder of the black 
Trayvon Martin. At least many in half 
of the geographical, continental United 
States, 24 of those 48 states, where laws 
similar to the Florida so-called Stand 
Your Ground law can now expect effec-
tive legal defense in any roughly similar 
cases.

George Zimmerman was already 
a household name. Now it will surely 
be claimed that he is a Bill of Rights 
Second Amendment Constitutional 
hero. Buttons and T-shirts no doubt al-
ready carry his image. Certainly there is 
some public office he could be given by 
popular election. Some might even con-
sider there is no high office for which 
he could not be nominated, and possi-
bly even elected. One can even imagine 
legislation in some of those 24 states to 
establish a George Zimmerman Day.  
After all, with similar racist views, many 
in such states never agreed to celebrate 
the contrasting national holiday for 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Unfortunately the grotesque case 
has been watched by hundreds of mil-
lions around the world. The damage to 
our national image, and possibly even 
more significant, the distrust of democ-
racy and the concept of justice under law, 
may be as serious as the effect of such 
bloody insanities as the George Bush 
Iraq War. 

The more usual experience, even in 
Florida, is a failure to prosecute at all, or 
some sort of guilty verdict, which is then 
later thrown out on appeal or eliminated 
by some pardon by a Governor. In this 
case the totally, completely white jury in 
an area with many non-whites, the be-
lated prosecution, the use of a prosecution 
witness likely to provide effective defense, 
all seemed designed to prevent a guilty 
verdict. Some will also recall a much ear-
lier notorious case in which a notorious 
Florida Sheriff was transporting a pris-
oner to a prison, I believe in handcuffs 
and / or leg irons. The Sheriff stopped 
his car on a remote road, ordered the 
prisoner out of the car and shot him to 
death, with the grotesque claim he was 
trying to escape.  . 

As some readers may have noted, 
and as our Editor has personally in-
quired, my frequent OpEd articles have 
not been submitted and therefore could 
not appear in The Westchester Guardian 
since March 28. Lest any might specu-
late I had hesitated to reply to articles 

responding to my March 28 OpEd, I 
offer my story:

On my Wedding Anniversary day, 
March 26, celebrating several decades 
since my marriage, my wife was notified 
that she had a major colon cancer tumor 
that required removal. After various 
required electronic confirmations and 
consultations, the operation was com-
pleted some weeks later and recupera-
tion has taken my attention and efforts 
over the last several months.

Even now it has certainly been 
good to see that some spirited debate has 
finally been generated in these pages on 
related very serious issue of the day. Of 
course that ‘explosive’ issue is gun control 
itself, one of a dozen or so problems on 
which I have offered my experience and 
views in this journal over the last two 
years.. Other serious political issues have 
captured public attention in all the weeks 
since then, including the related and 
grotesque Zimmerman trial. Perhaps in 
later issues I will be able to express my 
experience and major recommendations 
on some of those matters.

Two well-written articles on the 
gun control subject by other authors 
appeared in response to my last OpEd.  
One by Bob Marrone, a highly experi-
enced journalist and writer, took a po-
litically moderate, if strongly expressed, 
view of an elected upstate Assembly-
man, Veterinarian Steve Katz. Dr. Katz 
had reportedly been recently arrested on 
various charges and has also made news 
as a highly vigorous current elected of-
ficial insisting on his right to violate the 
rather moderate law recently passed by 
the Assembly and now enacted on gun 
control. The point of the article was that 
an official cannot break the law, and an-
nounce such an intention in violation of 
his oath as an elected leader. Marrone 
agrees, however, that citizens and even 
officials have a right to seek repeal or 
amendment of any law, but not to violate 
an existing law, and also that he agrees 
with the extremely widely approved 
requirements for background checks 
before any gun sale, and citizens’ rights 
to own a gun.

As I have expressed in earlier ar-
ticles, I agree with these views as well as 
with other urgent gun control legislation, 
at least those enacted in Connecticut.

Semi-automatic firearms used in 
dozens of mass murders, as in New-
town, Connecticut, are essentially mili-
tary weapons and are reasonably referred 
to as assault weapons. In fact they can, 
in many cases, be altered by a gunsmith 
to become automatic weapons, as in ma-
chine guns, so that one pull of the trigger 
can cause multiple shots to be fired.

Readers of this journal over the last 

two years also know that I have been a 
user of various semi-automatic firearms, 
both as a civilian and as a naval officer in 
the Philippines.

The other related article is more 
serious. The title, “Guns: For Law Abid-
ing Citizens,” appears modest enough. 
In fact I am aware of no official or other 
major spokesman who denies such a 
Second Amendment right. The text of 
the article is another matter entirely.

One minor issue in that text relates 
to magazine capacity limits. The New 
York gun law was drafted with a maga-
zine limit of seven shots, while semi-
automatic rifle weapons conventionally 
have magazines of ten to ninety shots. 
The seven-shot magazine is standard for 
many police and other side-arm weap-
ons, basically provided with seven-shot 
magazines, the number cartridges that 
can be enclosed in their handle. Some 
will recall this type replaced police and 
military side-arms that used revolving 
cylinders of six shots, thus called re-
volvers or six-shooters. Those who have 
fantasies of defending themselves with 
military weapons should stick to their 
paint-ball games

More serious then the self-defense, 
Zimmerman’s defense issue is the per-
vasive illogic and vague implication that 
some day democracy in our nation must 
be fought for with military weapons 
in the hands of individuals or militias. 
We are, in fact, in a serious economic, 
moral, and political crisis. If we have 
any inclination to believe and follow the 
basic genius of the founding fathers, we 
must insist on representative democ-
racy. Democrats must share the blame 
for permitting the current corruption 
of representation in their failure to re-
strain critical misrepresentation through 
Gerrymandering of single-member 
Congressional Districts. This is most 
obvious in the Republican controlled 
federal House of Representatives when 
the actual total votes were far greater for 
Democrats.

There will always be the mentally 
deficient, but they will not cause more 
mass-murders if they no longer have as-
sault rifles.

Only by serious further debate, 
wider education, and political action will 
we have any real chance for a bright, safe, 
and prosperous future for more of our 
citizens. 
Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive 
long-range facilities planning director for 
the New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission; as a major United 
Nations official in Pakistan; and Principal 
Representative of Architects / Designers / 
Planners for Social Responsibility to the 
United Nations.
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By SHERIF AWAD

With only one fea-
ture to her credit so far, 
Egyptian-Welsh Sally 
El Hosaini became one 
of the promising film-

makers of 2013. Winner of the Best 
Newcomer Award at the BFI London 
Film Festival 2012 and Most Promis-
ing Newcomer Award at the British 
Evening Standard Film Awards 2013, 
El Hosaini was also awarded the UK 
New Talent Award by UK Women in 

Film & Television 2012. Her early short 
films were also critically acclaimed; The 
Fifth Bowl won a BAFTA Award and 
Henna Night was officially was in com-
petition at Rotterdam and Raindance 
Festivals.  Prior to writing and directing, 
Sally script edited, and was the special-
ist researcher on BAFTA & EMMY 
winning, HBO Films / BBC Drama 
mini-series House of Saddam. She was 
also a production coordinator in fea-
tures and worked on several Middle 
East documentaries. Recently, her criti-
cally acclaimed debut feature film, My 
Brother the Devil, has picked up a host 
of awards including major prizes at 
Berlin and Sundance Festivals.  It was 
screened at over 40 festivals around the 
world and is being released theatrically 
in the UK, US, Canada, and Germany.  

Born in Wales, United Kingdom, 
Sally El Hosaini grew up in the Cairo 
neighborhood of Maadi until she was 
sixteen. Her father who was a Civil En-
gineering professor at al-Azhar Univer-
sity, and her mother who was a teacher 
in the American School of Maadi, sent 
her a few years later to the United 
World College at Wales to study for 
her last two years toward a baccalaure-
ate degree. After finishing Middle East 
Studies at Durham University, El Ho-
saini went to Yemen in 1995 where she 
taught English for one year. She then 
joined Amnesty International as the 
coordinator for Egypt on human rights 

cases. Nevertheless, El Hosaini wished 
to work in cinema since her university 
years, although she did not have any 
contacts in the film industry. It was a 
dream she wanted to realize since she 
was in Egypt, taking still photos using 
her father’s camera. “I used to also write 
short stories and poems since I was 
young. By the time I reached university, 
I realized if I could put images to my 
writings, I can create material suitable 
for cinema”, said El Hosaini, who used 
her knowledge of the Middle East 
and her Arabic language to get in the 
film field through made for television 
documentaries, namely for the British 
channels BBC, Channel 4, and ITV. “It 
was a great practical education work-
ing as assistant producer, shooting and 
editing many of these documentaries 
although my main ambition was fic-
tion”, she explained. “However, I had 

many ethical questions about some of 
these documentaries because their top-
ics were decided and conceived in some 
London office by people in suits and tie 
who had only theoretical understand-
ing of Middle East political situations”.

Sally El Hosaini’s first experience 
in feature films was in Bader Ben Hir-
si’s A New Day in Old Sana’a, the first 
feature film directed by a Yemeni direc-
tor. After contacting director Ben Hirsi 
to explain her familiarity with Yemen, 
El Hosaini was hired as production co-
ordinator in this drama that eventually 
won the Best Arabic Film Award in 
Cairo Film Festival 2005. “After similar 
production jobs, I succeeded to enroll-
ing into script supervising jobs in BBC 
drama in order to get on the creative 
side of filmmaking”, said El Hosaini, 
who worked for two years on the de-
velopment The House of Saddam (2006), 

the BBC mini-series about former 
Iraqi president Saddam Hussein and 
his family. After Saddam, she started to 
develop her own short films until she 
wrote and directed her feature debut. 

My Brother the Devil tells the story 
of Mo, a young boy growing up in a 
traditional Egyptian family living in 
the UK. But beyond the front door of 
the family’s modest London flat is a 
completely different world; the streets 
of Hackney. The impressionable Mo 
idolizes his handsome and charismatic 
elder brother Rashid and wants to fol-
low in his footsteps. However, Rashid 
wants a different life for his little broth-
er. 

“I have been living for ten years in 
Hackney, northeast London where the 
film is set”, explains El Hosaini. “I was 
keen to make the two brothers coming 
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

It must a local election 
year as the area politi-
cians have started their 
campaigning in our 
neighborhood. Noth-

ing is scarier than a bunch of politicians 
in shorts heading for your house with 
clipboards in hand! Lucky for me I ran 
inside and wrote this week’s “hot and 
hotter” edition of “News & Notes.”

If you and your family are look-
ing for a fun, free and “air conditioned” 
movie event then join the Mount Kisco 
Public Library for a family movie view-
ing of “The Hobbit,” Saturday July 27th 
at 1:00pm.

We want to wish the best of luck 
to Rhoda Gushue, who has been the 
Bedford Hills Free Library. She has 
been director for 36 years; she has an-
nounced her retirement, effective at the 

end of the year.
“I cannot tell a lie,” the Pleasant-

ville Public Library will hold a book 
discussion “His Excellency George 
Washington” by Joseph Ellis on July 
29th.

Rock on to Hastings resident Ca-
leb Flood-Goldstick as he just made 
a trip to London to launch his music 
career with a management company 
co-founded by Elton John.

Our friends at Grand Prix NY, 
in Mount Kisco, have announced the 
opening of the Arts Garage - a vi-
sual arts studio for children, teens and 
adults. This summer, the Arts Garage 
will offer art-centric birthday par-
ties, group and team-building projects 
and classes, as well as walk-in hours 
Wednesday through Sunday. In the 
fall, after a grand opening celebration, 
offerings will expand to include classes 
for all ages. Current packages include 

a main art project – paint your own 
pottery, jewelry making, tie dye, glass 
fusion, mosaics, or cake decorating – 
as well as a special Arts Garage apron, 
and either a kids meal or cheese platter 
with soft drink or drink ticket. Walk-
ins can paint mugs or sculptures, take 
advantage of traditional drawing and 
painting activities, and create jewelry 
and mosaics. Children can use buckets 
of chalk to draw on the full-wall chalk-
board.

Children in grades 3-5 are wel-
come to come learn how to make their 
own doll-sized mummies on Friday 
July 26th at 4:00pm at the Lewisboro 
Library in South Salem. To register call 
the library at 763-3857.

Looking for a fun way to spend 
your morning? On Thursday, July 25th, 
come enjoy light refreshments and live-
ly book discussions at the Bedford Free 
Library beginning at 11:00am. There is 

no charge or registration necessary.
If you have ever wanted to know 

what it is like to live on a farm, well now 
you have that chance. Saturday morn-
ing, July 27th, at 10:00am join Erin 
Baker at Cliffdale Farm in Croton-
on-Hudson for morning chores in the 
chicken coop. Feed the chickens, spread 
fresh chips, gather eggs, and visit the 
flock. This experience is limited to ten 
children accompanied by a parent so 
registration is strongly recommended; 
call 914-762-2912 x110.

A “Sea of Monsters” Cartooning 
Class will take place at the Lewisboro 
Library on Tuesday July 30th at 4:00pm 
in the afternoon. Grades 6 and up are 
encouraged to come celebrate the Au-
gust film release of “Percy Jackson: Sea 
of Monsters” by learning how to draw 
giant sea monsters for themselves. This 
looks like a great event to learn a new 
craft and improve your Pictionary skills 
at the same time.

The Isaacson Preserve is hosting a 
community volunteer work session for 

invasive plant removal. The preserve is 
located off Donbrook Road in Pound 
Ridge. This is the best time of year to 
target Phragmites in order to prevent 
its spread, so do not hesitate to come 
and get your hands dirty. Work sessions 
will be held on July 27th and July 28th 
from 8am to 10am.

Also on Saturday, July 27th, at 
2:00pm, come participate in a tempo-
rary outdoor art exhibition by creating a 
little ladder to echo the oversized, color-
ful ladders in the Katonah Museum of 
Art Sculpture Garden. There is a $5.00 
material fee with Museum admission, 
but no reservations are required.

You know it’s hot outside, when I 
need 3 glasses of water sitting on my 
porch watching my darling wife cut the 
lawn…see you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Continued on page 7
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Sally El Hosaini.

El Hosaini worked with Yigal Naor (center), who played Saddam Hussein in “House of Saddam”.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN

By now you have prob-
ably heard of Bitcoin, 
but can you define it?

Most often it is 
described as a non-gov-

ernment digital currency. Bitcoin is also 
sometimes called a cybercurrency or, in 
a nod to its encrypted origins, a cryp-
tocurrency. Those descriptions are ac-
curate enough, but they miss the point. 
It’s like describing the U.S. dollar as a 
green piece of paper with pictures on it.

I have my own ways of describ-
ing Bitcoin. I think of it as store credit 
without the store. A prepaid phone 
without the phone. Precious metal 
without the metal. Legal tender for no 
debts, public or private, unless the party 
to whom it is tendered wishes to accept 
it. An instrument backed by the full 
faith and credit only of its anonymous 
creators, in whom I therefore place no 
faith, and to whom I give no credit ex-
cept for ingenuity.

I wouldn’t touch a bitcoin with a 
10-foot USB cable. But a fair number 
of people already have, and quite a few 
more soon may.

This is partly because entrepre-
neurs Cameron and Tyler Winklevoss, 
best known for their role in the origins 
of Facebook, are now seeking to use 
their technological savvy, and money, to 
bring Bitcoin into the mainstream.

The Winklevosses hope to start 
an exchange-traded fund for bitcoins. 
An ETF would make Bitcoin more 
widely available to investors who lack 
the technological know-how to pur-
chase the digital currency directly. As 
of April, the Winklevosses are said to 
have held around 1 percent of all exis-
tent Bitcoins.

Created in 2009 by an anonymous 
cryptographer, Bitcoin operates on the 
premise that anything, even intangible 
bits of code, can have value so long as 
enough people decide to treat it as valu-
able. Bitcoins exist only as digital rep-
resentations and are not pegged to any 
traditional currency.

According to the Bitcoin website, 
“Bitcoin is designed around the idea of 
a new form of money that uses cryp-
tography to control its creation and 
transactions, rather than relying on 
central authorities.” New bitcoins are 

“mined” by users who solve computer 
algorithms to discover virtual coins. 
Bitcoins’ purported creators have said 
that the ultimate supply of bitcoins will 
be capped at 21 million.

While Bitcoin promotes itself as 
“a very secure and inexpensive way to 
handle payments,” in reality few busi-
nesses have made the move to accept 
bitcoins. Of those that have, a sizable 
number operate in 
the black market.

Bitcoins are 
traded anonymously 
over the Internet, 
without any partici-
pation on the part 
of established fi-
nancial institutions. 
As of 2012, sales 
of drugs and other 
black-market goods 
accounted for an 
estimated 20 percent 
of exchanges from 
bitcoins to U.S. dol-
lars on the main Bit-
coin exchange, called 
Mt. Gox. The Drug 
Enforcement Agen-
cy recently con-
ducted its first-ever 
Bitcoin seizure, after 
reportedly tying a 
transaction on the 
anonymous Bitcoin-
only marketplace 
Silk Road to the sale 
of prescription and 
illegal drugs.

Some Bitcoin 
users have also sug-
gested that the cur-
rency can serve as a 
means to avoid taxes. 

That may be true, but only in the sense 
that bitcoins aid illegal tax evasion, not 
in the sense that they actually serve any 
role in genuine tax planning. Under 
federal tax law, no cash needs to change 
hands in order for a taxable transaction 
to occur. Barter and other non-cash 
exchanges are still fully taxable. There 
is no reason that transactions involving 
bitcoins would be treated differently.

Outside of the criminal element, 
Bitcoin’s main devotees are speculators, 
who have no intention of using bitcoins 
to buy anything. These investors are 
convinced that the limited supply of 
bitcoins will force their value to follow a 
continual upward trajectory.

Bitcoin has indeed seen some sig-
nificant spikes in value. But it has also 

from Egyptian origins and to show 
how their linguistics are a mix of dif-
ferent cultural influences. While I was 
conceiving the script, the 7/7 bombings 
took place in the year 2005 which cre-
ated a condensed wave of Islamophobia 
across British media. That’s why I was 
keen to shape my characters in three-
dimensional ways and far from the ste-
reotypical look seen in Western media.  
The two brothers don’t struggle from 
radical Islam influences, they struggle 
from poverty, drugs, and lack of op-
portunities. To me, it is a film about the 
power of unconditional love. Although 
it touches on themes of prejudice and 

identity, at its heart it’s a love story be-
tween brothers, and the courage to be 

different; to be yourself ”.
The two brothers Rashid and Mo 

are respectively played by James Floyd 
who is British Indian, and Fady El-
sayed who is British Egyptian. “Floyd 
who is of Indian origins was the best 
actor I found suitable for the role after 
having interviewed many Arab actors”, 
explained El Hosaini. After the critical 
acclaim of this debut, El Hosaini is de-
veloping a few projects set between the 
UK, the US, and Egypt, of course. 
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 

contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 

Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Mastering Outcomes while Minimizing Surgery

“When these doctors put on 
their lab coats, they don’t hang 

up their humility, compassion, 
or understanding.”

Hudson Valley Surgical Group
777 N. Broadway, Ste. 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

Hudson Valley Surgical Group
provides the latest in Minimally 
Invasive Surgery 
most advanced Laparoscopic 
Technology.

HudsonValleySurgeons.com
914.631.3660
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“My Brother the Devil” with James Floyd Fady Elsayed.
Sally El Hosaini with James Floyd on 

the red carpet.

Continued from page 6

In Bitcoin We Trust?
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Photo by and courtesy of Zach Copley.

Continued on page 8
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In Bitcoin We Trust?

experienced major losses, including an 
80 percent decline over 24 hours in 
April. At the start of this month, bit-
coins were down to around $90, from 
a high of $266 before the April crash. 
They were trading near $97 earlier this 
week, according to mtgox.com.

The Winklevosses would make 
Bitcoin investing easier by allowing 
smaller-scale investors to profit, or lose, 
as the case may be, without the hassle 
of actually buying and storing the elec-
tronic coins. Despite claims of security, 
Bitcoin storage has proved problematic. 
In 2011, an attack on the Mt. Gox ex-
change forced it to temporarily shut 
down and caused the price of Bitcoins 
to briefly fall to nearly zero. Since Bit-
coin transactions are all anonymous, 

there is little chance of tracking down 
the culprits if you suddenly find your 
electronic wallet empty. If the Winkle-
vosses get regulatory approval, their 
ETF would help shield investors from 
the threat of individual theft. The ETF, 
however, would do nothing to address 
the problem of volatility caused by 
large-scale thefts elsewhere in the Bit-
coin market.

While Bitcoin comes wrapped 
in a high-tech veneer, this newest of 
currencies has a surprising amount in 
common with one of the oldest cur-
rencies: gold. Bitcoin’s own vocabulary, 
particularly the term “mining,” high-
lights this connection, and intentionally 
so. The mining process is designed to be 
difficult as a control on supply, mimick-
ing the extraction of more conventional 
resources from the ground. Far from 
providing a sense of security, however, 
this rhetoric ought to serve as a word 

of caution.
As I have written here before, gold 

is an investment of last resort. It has 
little intrinsic value. It does not gener-
ate interest. But because its supply is fi-
nite, it is seen as being more stable than 
forms of money that can be printed at 
will.

The problem with gold is that it 
doesn’t do anything. Since gold coins 
have fallen out of use, most of the 
world’s gold now sits in the vaults of 
central banks and other financial in-
stitutions. As a result, gold has little 
connection to the real economy. That 
can seem like a good thing when the 
real economy feels like a scary place to 
be. But as soon as other attractive in-
vestment options appear, gold loses its 
shine. That is what we have seen with 
the recent declines in gold prices.

In their push to bring Bitcoin to 
the mainstream, its promoters have ac-

cepted, and, in some cases sought out, 
increased regulation. Last month Mt. 
Gox registered itself as a money servic-
es business with the Treasury Depart-
ment’s Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network. It has also increased customer 
verification measures. The changes 
came in response to a March directive 
from Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network clarifying the application of 
its rules to virtual currencies. The Win-
klevosses’ proposed ETF would bring a 
new level of accountability.

In the end, however, I expect that 
Bitcoin will fade back into the shadows 
of the black market. Those who want a 
regulated, secure currency that they can 
use for legitimate business transactions 
will pick from one of the many cur-
rencies already sponsored by a national 
government equipped with ample re-
sources, a real-world economy and far 
more transparency and security than 

the Bitcoin world can offer.
After the Bitcoin bubble bursts, we 

won’t even be able to use the leftover 
coins for jewelry.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provid-
ed personal financial and tax counseling to 
a sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal finan-
cial planning and family wealth plan-
ning, he founded his own firm in Hastings 
on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew 
steadily and became the Palisades Hudson 
organization, which moved to Scarsdale, 
N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

Continued from page 7

By PAM YOUNG

I love the fair! I’ve been 
going to the one in 
our county since I was 
nine-years-old. Every 
summer, my parents 

used the fair as a bargaining chip with 
a list of extra chores I could do to make 
money for the rides. I don’t do the rides 
anymore, but there’s still something ir-
resistible about the fair all these years 
later! We can see the fairgrounds from 
I-5 and as soon as the carnival sets up 
the Ferris Wheel and the latest rides, 
my imagination begins to stir.

Even before the fair opens I can 
smell the aroma of fair food, which is 
one of the main draws for me. That 

delicious fragrance of grilled hamburg-
ers, fried onions and deep fried corn 
dogs wafting through the air carrying 
with it culinary reminders that there’s 
the church pie booth and another ven-
dor that makes fresh soft chocolate 
ice cream. On fair day I get my yearly 
quota of carbohydrates and grease.

In August when the nostalgic 
wave comes over me, I have to get 
there. I can’t miss seeing the animals 
and almost every year a calf or a litter of 
piglets is born. I’ve never met a farmer 
I didn’t like and I’m always amazed at 
the dedication farm kids have taking 
care of the livestock. I think the fair 
to a 4-H member is like the academy 
awards. They certainly deserve more 
than ribbons.

I was raised in the country and 
I’ve got manure in my nostrils and hay 
in my blood. I love the smell of barns, 
the sight of rich brown soil plowed in 
perfect rows, the contented cluck of 
chickens, the soothing sound of happy 
cows and the sheer joy of frisky horses. 
When I was a child we lived on a ghost 
farm. I never saw a ghost there, but it 
was like a ghost town that’s void of the 
life that had once made it a lively town. 
This farm was void of the animals and 
all the buildings stood vacant of farm 
life. That allowed me to experience the 
joy of being a farm girl without having 
to do the work!

My parents rented the farmhouse. 
The family that owned it had decided 
to sell off just the animals because the 
property was too valuable to sell. With 
good renters in their house, they were 
off to Japan and we spent seven heav-

enly years “on the farm.”
Our ghost farm was surrounded 

by farm families with real farms and I 
grew up adoring them. Because I’m an 
animal lover I spent a lot of time at the 
farm next door to ours. The Hathaway 
farm had cows, chickens, goats, pigs 
and a horse. I loved to pretend I was 
a farmer! I remember one day I was 
grooming Bonnie, the Hathaway’s 
goat. As I brushed her I got the child-
like notion to cut her beard. I was never 
allowed to cut my doll’s hair or my 
younger sister’s for that matter, but I 
somehow knew Bonnie wouldn’t mind. 
I ran home and got Mom’s sewing scis-
sors and proceeded to cut off most of 
the beard. I was right about Bonnie not 
minding, but I hadn’t thought about 
Mrs. Hathaway.

Soon after the grooming session I 
was face-to-face with Mrs. Hathaway 

and my mom. In a very kind way it was 
explained to me that I had narrowly 
missed cutting the skin that hangs in 
the middle of a goat’s beard. Had I cut 
that, poor Bonnie could have bled to 
death.

All this talk of animals brings me 
back to the reason I’m writing this essay. 
Get, “go to the fair” put on your calen-
dar. And when you get there, thank a 
farmer!
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll 
find many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, vid-
eos on how to get organized, ways to lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all 
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

It’s Almost Fair Time
MAKE IT FUN!

MENTAL HEALTH

That Dreaded Schizophrenia
By GLENN SLABY

Hearing that word, that 
diagnosis, strikes a deep 
feeling of dread into our 
hearts - the same feel-
ing of hopelessness that 

a cancer diagnosis entails. We associate 
it, through false cultural bias in those 
individuals, usually seen disheveled, un-
kempt, talking and wandering, seem-
ingly aimlessly on the streets. Even its 
Greek origin mis-defines the condition 
as “to split’ skhizein and phren“mind”, 
falsely implying a split or multi-per-

sonality issues. Its term however really 
means a “splitting of mental functions.” 
Historical stereotyping and ignorance 
has led public perception to view those 
suffering as being violent resulting in 
social out casting and discrimination, 
intolerance and injustice.(Is this similar 
to some cancer diagnosis a generation 
or so ago?) This bias has left treatment 
and proper facilities to be in short sup-
ply, with many being jailed and impris-
oned without treatment and therefore 
without justice.

“Adults with schizophrenia are not 
attractive in the way that an abandoned 

baby or an abused dog is.”, notes Paula 
Sellmeyer, Clinical social worker.

Impairing relationships, decision 
making abilities and the thinking pro-
cess, schizophrenia psychosis causes, 
hallucinations and delusions. About 
2.4 million American adults over 18 
are afflicted. Multiple causes linked to 
schizophrenia can include brain chem-
istry, genetics, social and environmental 
issues. Also, about 50% suffer from 
anosognosia, a lack of awareness or in-
sight that they are ill.

With every case being distinc-
tive, no single cause treatment and ac-
tion exist, but with proper treatment 
a life with meaning and success can 
be obtained. At one time, considered 

incurable, there is now a success rate 
of nearly 50%, successfully ministered 
with the right medication, therapy, so-
cial and vocational treatment.

“When it comes to the treatment 
of patients with chronic schizophrenia, 
the glass is only half-full,” noted profes-
sor and researcher Dr. Jeffrey Lieber-
man.

I used Internet sources and con-
firmed listings through multiple sites 
in researching this story, but there is 
the possiblity of mislabeling and over-
lapping of various diagnosis. Historical 
sources may only be obtainable through 
observations and records of others with 
mental health knowledge, care, and 
treatment care. Much that is available 

now is absolutely primitive. Hopefully 
there may be further advances making 
our present systems primitive by com-
parison again.

“My greatest fear is this brain of 
mine….The worst thing imaginable is 
to be terrified of one’s own mind; the 
very matter that controls all that we are 
and all that we do and feel.”

 “You must use your malfunction-
ing brain to assess the malfunction of 
your brain.”

Anonymous quotes from patients 
in E. Fuller Torrey’s, M.D. book Sur-
viving Schizophrenia: A Manual for 
Families, Patients and Providers.

Herein is a small, incomplete, al-

Continued on page 9
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beit a growing list of those who have 
suffered. Some of whom have given the 
afflicted, their families and caregivers 
hope for living useful and helpful lives 
in their own special manner. And some 
from whom we could learn from their 
mistakes and trials.

Musicians: Tom Harrell –Su-
perstar jazz trumpet musician and 
composer. Entertainment Weekly called 
him “the premier trumpeter of his gen-
eration.” Newsweek hailed him a genius. 
Now in his 60s, Mr. Harrell has strug-
gled with schizophrenia for decades 
and openly speaks about his struggles 
hoping to help others cope. He credits 
music and medication with helping 
him persevere. Roger “Roky” Erickson, 
singer and songwriter for the psyche-
delic 13th Floor Elevators in the 60’s, 
sidetracked by drugs, hospitalization, 
and schizophrenia, has a fan base who 
has never forgot him and he continues 
to periodically create music. In 2005, 

a documentary about his life, called 
You’re Gonna Miss Me, was released. 
Peter Green, musician and songwriter, 
is considered one of the best blues gui-
tarists to ever come out of England. As 
the original leader of Fleetwood Mac, 
he wrote classic songs such as”Black 
Magic Woman.” Then drugs and 
schizophrenia intervened. Green left 
the group in 1970, but he continued 
to record sporadically. In 1998, he was 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame as part of Fleetwood Mac. 
Additionally, Syd Barrett, founding 
member of Pink Floyd, Alexander 
“Skip” Spence, and Bob Mosley, both 
members of Moby Grape, with Mosley 
later rejoining the band in the 90’s, and 
Jim Gordon, drummer and a Grammy 
winner, continue to hold a place in the 
music world.

“My mind has been both my best 
friend and my worst enemy”, says Elyn 
Saks (see below).

Artists and Actors: Mere Polkin, 

the Broadway Actress who starred in 
“Cats” and “Miss Saigon” went from 
Broadway to waiting tables at Wendy’s. 
Ms. Popking suffers from a disorga-
nized subtype of schizophrenia known 
as hebophrenic.  This is a thought dis-
order and it is most recognized in the 
way a person speaks: they do not com-
pletely finish thoughts before going 
into explaining another. They also tend 
to be more emotional, taking things 
to heart and opening expressing their 
pain, without rationalizing it.  Now a 
mother of two, she’s collaborating on 
a script of her life. Darell Hammond, 
comedian and actor with the longest 
running stretch on Saturday Night 
Live and Ash Lieb also suffer with 
schizophrenia. Others, some from the 
past, when proper diagnosis and treat-
ment were unavailable include Louis 
Wain, Parveen Babi, Gene Tierney, Ve-
ronica Lake, Vincent Van Gogh, (with 
schizophrenia and / or bipolar, Clara 
Bow, and Camille Claudel.

“We children of schizophrenics are 
the great secret keepers; the ones who 

don’t want you to think that anything is 
wrong” , said Mira Bartok, author and 
daughter of a schizophrenic.

Others: Scottish football player 
Andy Goram suffers from Schizo-
phrenia, as did Lionel Aldridge. Ald-
rige, until his death in 1998 performed 
advocacy work which included serving 
as a board member for the Mental 
Health Association of Milwaukee and 
working as a speaker for the NAMI. 
Elyn Saks, professor, and an expert on 
mental health law, is a well known le-
gal scholar, who suffered silently (and 
alone?). In 2007 her memoir, The Center 
Cannot Hold: My Journey through Mad-
ness, revealed that she had been bat-
tling schizophrenia for decades. Saks 
received a $500,000 MacArthur Foun-
dation “genius grant” in 2009. Austra-
lian Will Elliot, whose first novel was 
published in 2006, is a horror novelist 
earning international acclaim. A new 
novel will be published in 2013. John 
Nash, Nobel Prize winner, is the sub-
ject of the book and movie, A Beautiful 
Mind.

“We think that both our genetic 
rodent model as well as a new learning 
and memory test we developed may 
provide valuable tools in the investiga-
tion of schizophrenia,” noted Dr. Rob-
ert Greene, professor and author.

 “The ever quickening advances of 
science made possible by the success of 
the Human Genome Project will also 
soon let us see the essences of mental 
disease,” advised James D. Watson, fa-
ther of a sufferer and molecular biologist.

Remember, today you may never 
have to be alone, spiritually or other-
wise. The human understanding of this 
disease and other ailments has finally 
grown /matured slightly, it’s a slow start, 
but it’s a start.

Please see sites such www.
NAMI.org for further information.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guardian, 
suffers from mental illness, writes part-
time, and works at the New Rochelle Pub-
lic Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York. 

That Dreaded Schizophrenia
Continued from page 8

By JOHN F. McMULLEN 

I just finished reading 
“Gunfighter in Gotham: 
Bat Masterson’s New 
York Years” by Robert 
K DeArment (http://

www.amazon.com/Gunfighter-
Gotham-Mastersons-York-Years/
dp/0806142634/). Masterson has al-
ways been one of my favorite western 
figures, not in small part because he 
came to New York City, and spent the 
last twenty years of his life as a sports-
writer for the Morning Telegraph. 

I just found out, in reading the 
book, that, in 1908, Masterson hired 
an office boy named Sam Taub, who 
would later fill in writing Masterson’s 
column on “the rare occasions when, due 
to illness, Bat could not turn out his col-
umn.” Taub later had a successful career 
as a columnist and a radio announcer 
of boxing matches. It was Taub who 
would find Masterson dead at his desk 
on October 25, 1921.

DeArment wrote of Taub’s respect 
for Masterson – “Sam Taub was most 
impressed by Masterson’s incorruptibility: 
“Bat’s honesty was the thing I remember 
best about him. In those days the boxing 
matches weren’t always honest and Bat 
exposed a lot of phony fights.” Masterson 
railed constantly against boxing writers 
who accepted money to tout certain fighters 
and matches. Taub said that in the thirteen 

years he worked with Bat he saw him lose 
his temper only once. A publicity man came 
into the office one day to promote a cer-
tain boxer. Bat accepted a box of cigars he 
brought, but when the man pulled out an 
envelope filled with gold coins, he ordered 
him out. “Do not ever come into this office 
again,” he roared. “If you do, I’ll throw you 
out this window!””

In 1952, I was on a radio show 
with Sam Taub when he called my 
friend the late Bill McLoughlin and I 
into his studio after he saw us wander-
ing through the halls of radio station 
WMGM -- where we did not belong. 
Taub was gracious to us, asking us 
which teams and players that we rooted 
for – and now I find from this book 
that Taub was a direct link for me to 
Bat Masterson.

 (I have had many of these coinci-
dences through the years -- For example, 
in 1984, I contributed to a wonderful 
anthology, “Digital Deli” (http://www.
atariarchives.org/deli/). Among the 
many other contributors was the late and 
great Ray Bradbury (along with Wil-
liam F. Buckley, Esther Dyson, Henny 
Youngman, Steve Wozniak, John D Mac-
Donald, and Herbie Hancock and many 
others). ) A few years ago -- about a year 
before his death -- Bradbury was the key-
note speaker at a ComicCon in San Diego 
and my screenwriter son, Luke McMullen, 
was on a panel at the same conference.).

As I read the 
book, I was amazed 
how many writers 
worked with Mas-
terson at the Morn-
ing Telegraph or 
were influenced by 
him -- besides Taub, 
there was Damon 
Runyon, Louella 
Parsons, Haywood 
Broun, Irving S. 
Cobb. and Nat 
Fleisher (founder 
of Ring Magazine), 
among others.

M a s t e r s o n 
spent more time in 
New York City than 
he spent in any other 
place in his life, yet 
he is remembered 
primarily as a west-
ern law enforce-
ment official and 
gunfighter. There is 
some irony in that 
fact since most of 
the legend of Wil-
liam Barclay “Bat” 
Masterson is un-
true!! The American 
West, its heroes and 
villains were roman-
tized by such famous 

writers of the time as “dime novelist” 
“Ned Buntline” (real name - Edward 
Zane Carroll Judson), who simply made 

up tales of heroic deed by the likes of 
William “Buffalo Bill Cody and James Bat Masterson, Sam Taub, … and Me

FROM THE LIBRARY

Continued on page 10
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Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok. Unfortu-
nately (or fortunately, depending on 
your viewpoint), the tales became ac-
cepted as fact, were later further embel-
lished by movies and television series, 
and left us with very false impressions 
of such famous western figures as Mas-
terson, Wyatt Earp, and Dr. John “Doc” 
Holliday, DDS. In many cases, the fig-
ures mythologized tried for a while to 
correct the tales but then just gave up; 
in others, such as Bill Cody, the tall tales 
led to commercial success so the sub-
jects helped perpetuate the myths.

DeArment has done an impres-
sive amount of research on Masterson 
and I am inclined to accept him as the 
Masterson expert. While not blaming 
Masterson for any of the tall tales about 
his alleged “gunfighter” exploits, he 
points out that Masterson himself cre-
ated false information about his back-
ground, giving his birthplace as Illinois 
when actually he was born in Hen-
ryville, Quebec, Canada on November 
26, 1853 -- he never actually became a 
US citizen but always behaved as one, 
voting in elections and participating in 
politics throughout his life by standing 
for elections and accepting political ap-
pointments. In short, he was an “illegal 
alien” to use today’s terminology. 

Additionally, Masterson’s chris-
tened name was “Bertholomiew,” the 
French spelling of Bartholomew. As 
a youngster, he was called “Bart” and 
then “Bat” as derivatives of his given 
name -- so the nickname by which he 
was known throughout his life had its 
origin in a childhood appellation rather 
than the more common beliefs -- that 
it was a shortening of “Battling Mas-
terson” or a reference to a club that he 

may have carried to subdue miscreants 
in Dodge City (which became a walking 
stick carried by the Masterson character 
portrayed by Gene Barry in the television 
series). 

Masterson caused further confu-
sion by changing his name from Ber-
tholomiew to “William Barclay” and 
signing his name “W. B. Masterson” 
throughout his life. DeArment writes 
that Masterson signed his full name 
“William Barclay Masterson” on his 
will, filled August 3, 1907” in which 
he did “give, devise and bequeath” to his 
“beloved wife Emma” all his property. “

There is, however, once again ac-
cording to DeArment, no record that 
Masterson either legally changed his 
first name or legally married Emma. 
DeArment writes that “it is not surpris-
ing that Masterson’s matrimonial status 
was also (like the citizenship and name 
change) “unencumbered by legal niceties” 
as “Bat and Emma, both members of 
the sporting and theatrical world where 
common law marriage was regularly 
practiced, never bothered with a civil or re-
ligious ceremony, but simply lived together 
and called themselves husband and wife.”

Although many tales of Masterson 
had him killing twenty-six men in gun-
fights during his western years, DeAr-
ment could only find documentation 
for two:

“In January 1876 he shot and 
killed army corporal Melvin King at 
Sweet Water, Texas, after King killed 
a woman and  wounded Bat in the 
groin.”

“In April 1878, after cowboys Jack 
Wagner and Alf Walker shot and killed 
Ed Masterson, Bat downed them both. 
Wagner died.”

While the book does trace Mas-
terson’s western years, the focus of the 

book is his New York years -- and I 
find it fascinating. Although he was 
generally wrong in major ring predic-
tions (Jim Jefferies over Jack Johnson and 
Jess Willard over Jack Dempsey stand out), 
he was considered one of the leading 
boxing experts in the country and his 
column, often dealing with boxing, was 
a “must read” for the boxing world.  

Masterson fit right into New York, 
making friends with the boxing, writ-
ing, and theatrical crowds and with 
Teddy Roosevelt, who had him ap-
pointed Deputy US Marshall for New 
York, a “no-show job,” which lasted from 
1905 until William Howard Taft suc-
ceeded Teddy as president. Among 
Masterson’s close friends were the en-
tertainer Eddie Foy and the famous 
western actor William S. Hart.

He and Damon Runyon were 
particularly close. DeArment describes 
an incident that would insure Runyon’s 
fame – “Runyon and Masterson spent 
many hours together in the Grill Room at 
Shanley’s or the Metropole barroom. Ru-
nyon would drink black coffee while Bat 
sipped a Tom Collins, his favorite drink. 
It was at one of these sessions, according 
to a Runyon biographer, that the young 
writer got an idea. Often as he listened to 
Bat spinning his marvelous stories that 
featured gambling and guns, the sound of 
a tuba rumbled through the barroom. Then 
a drum began to thump. Outside a Salva-
tion Army woman led a band through 
the street of sinners. Runyon heard this 
so often over the years that finally he fig-
ured out what it meant: put together Bat 
Masterson, a.k.a. Sky Masterson, and the 
Salvation Army woman, call her Sarah 
Brown, and have her fall in love with 
Sky. He titled the story ‘The Idyll of Miss 
Sarah Brown’ but it would be many years 
before he wrote it. This short story, one of 
Runyon’s most popular tales of Broadway 
life, in later years was developed into the 

hugely successful musical and motion pic-
ture ‘Guys and Dolls.’” A young Marlon 
Brando would play the Masterson role 
in the movie.

DeArment quoted Runyon writ-
ing in 1933 about Masterson’s honesty 
in his columns -- “I dare and double dare 
any sports writer of today to say some of the 
things about managers and boxers that old 
Bat Masterson used to say in almost every 
column he produced. Bat had no literary 
style but he had plenty of moxie.” 

Masterson died on October 25, 
1921. His honorary pallbearers includ-
ed Runyon, legendary boxing promoter 
Gordon L.”Tex” Rickard, and New 
York Boxing commissioner William 
Muldoon, who said in his eulogy that 
“he had never known Bat Masterson to 
do a dishonorable deed, never to betray a 
friend, never to connive at dishonor, and 
never to fear an enemy.”

Runyon, as noted above, had been 
particularly close to Masterson and 
reportedly had a chilling experience 
when Bat died. DeArment described 
it in the book – “Damon Runyon was 
so moved by Bat’s passing that he main-
tained a nightlong vigil beside the casket 
the night before the funeral. There he had 
a supernatural experience he could never 
understand and did not reveal for twenty-
four years. Returning from the funeral of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, which he 
covered in 1945, he finally told the tale. As 
he sat in Campbell’s Funeral Parlor with 
the body of Bat Masterson that night in 
October 1921, Runyon said, he fell into a 
reverie in which he saw all of his friends— 
past, present, and future— filing past the 
casket and stopping to gaze at the dead 
man. In his trance he found himself falling 
into line. When he looked into the casket he 
was startled to see not the face of Bat Mas-
terson, but his own. Runyon never forgot 
that chilling experience, and he never for-
got Bat Masterson, who had been like a 

second father to him.”
Masterson was buried in Wood-

lawn Cemetery, Bronx, NY on October 
27, 1921. Emma lived until July 1932 
and was buried with Bat.

As one might perceive from the 
above, I thoroughly enjoyed the DeAr-
ment book and learned a lot from it. 
Contained in the notes at the end of 
the book was a recommendation for 
a novel by Richard S Wheeler, “Mas-
terson” (http://www.amazon.com/
Masterson-Richard-S-Wheeler/
dp/1479349550/) which deals with 
a fictional last trip west for Bat and 
Emma as he tries to separate the real-
ity and myth that made up his own 
life. DeArment wrote that “In this 
book Wheeler captures the character of the 
real-life Bat Masterson far better than 
any other fictional writer,” and Wheeler 
writes in an end note ‘This novel relies 
heavily upon the splendid biography of 
Bat written by Robert DeArment, “Bat 
Masterson: The Man and the Legend” 
(note – an earlier book than the one men-
tioned here – http://www.amazon.com/
Bat-Masterson-Robert-K-DeArment/
dp/0806122218/). The author assidu-
ously separates fact from myth by work-
ing with primary sources, and gives us the 
truest and most penetrating portrait of an 
amazing and likeable frontier peace officer, 
gambler, and entrepreneur.”

Based on DeArment’s recommen-
dation, I read the Wheeler book and, 
although I generally don’t like histori-
cal fiction about characters in whom I 
have an interest, I enjoyed it as much 
as the DeArment book and recom-
mend them both. Bat Masterson, New 
York, Doc Holliday, TR, Damon Runyon, 
newspaper life, Wyatt Earp, Sam Taub – 
it can’t get much better (at least to me).
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

Bat Masterson, Sam Taub, … and Me

FROM THE LIBRARY

Continued from page 9

The Montreal International 
Jazz Festival (MIJF), also 
known as the Festival Inter-
national de Jazz de Montréal, 
is the largest Jazz festival in 
the world. It is held annually 
in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 
during the summer season 
(usually at the beginning of 
July) and attracts artists from 

around the world. Over two 
million people, attracted by 
the diversity of shows, and by 
the city itself, attend the fes-
tival each year. Many parts of 
the city’s downtown streets are 
closed to traffic for two weeks, 
as outdoor shows are free to 
the public on many stages. At-
tendance to some shows has ex-

ceeded one hundred thousand 
music fans. Indoor concerts are 
held in a wide variety of venues, 
from relatively small Jazz clubs 
to the large halls like the beau-
tiful Place des Arts.

A little history: The Mon-
treal International Jazz Festival 
was conceived by Alain Simard, 
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who had spent much of the seventies 
working with Productions Kosmos 
bringing artists such as Chick Corea, 
Dave Brubeck, Muddy Waters, John 
Lee Hooker, B.B. King, Gatemouth 
Brown, and others to Montreal to per-
form. In 1977 Simard teamed up with 
André Ménard and Denys McCann to 
form an agency named Spectra Scène 
(now known as L’Équipe Spectra), with 
the idea of creating a summer festival 
in Montreal that would bring a num-
ber of artists together at the same time. 
They planned their first festival for the 
summer of 1979, but they were un-
able to secure sufficient funding and 
their plans were scuttled. Yet they were 
able to produce two nights of shows at 
Théâtre-St-Denis with Keith Jarrett 
and a then unknown Pat Metheny. 
The first Montreal International Jazz 
Festival was held in 1980, with funding 
from Alain de Grosbois of Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, and Tele-
Quebec with artists Ray Charles, Vic 
Vogel, Chick Corea, and Gary Burton 
on the bill and an attendance of 12,000. 
That inaugural event was hailed a suc-
cess and has since continued to grow.

Every year at this time I look for-
ward to making the six-hour journey to 

the unique City of Montreal; it’s a little 
over three hundred miles north of the 
New York City area and worth the trip. 
This thirty-fourth edition makes for 
(give or take one or two) my thirtieth 
plus visit to this great festival where 
there’s a mixture of jazz, blues, soul, 
funk, pop, and world music performed 
by artists from around the world.

So much to see with so little time! 
I started my musical adventures and 
went to see Jonathan Long’s trio set 
at the outdoor and free blues stage. 
Long’s performance was filled with 
lively surprises and intense guitar work 
in the blues-rock style, and his vo-
cals were powerful, too. Even though 
Long is only in his mid-twenties I’ve 

known him for several years when he 
was working in New Orleans with the 
always wonderful Big Luther Kent. 
Jonathan has inked a nice manage-
ment deal and has recently performed a 
string of opening sets for the legendary 
B.B. King, so Long’s stock is on the rise 
and is a very young artist to be on the 
lookout for.

My next stop was indoors at the 
Musée d’art contemporain de Mon-
tréal (MACM) for Montreal native 
Leif Vollebekk. I enjoyed Vollebekk’s 
performance as he touched on folk, 
and hints of blues. Leif is also a capti-
vating performer who tells humorous 
tales between tunes. Vollebekk must 
also be spending time in the New York 
City area; his songs talked about the 
Big Apple subways and Brooklyn. His 
concert was a very pleasant and eye-
opening surprise for me.

Lionel Loueke’s performance 

was a complete waste of time and a bust 
for me. Lionel’s songs have no structure 
and I felt that his band and guitar play-
ing must be an acquired taste. I couldn’t 
grasp or dig his groove-less message or 
vibe, and I quickly moved on.

I was looking forward to seeing 
Madeleine Peyroux at the glorious 
Théâtre Maisonneuve, but I could not 
endure the lengthy opening act of Kat 
Edmonson. Kat’s set rambled on and 
after forty-five minutes I’d had enough, 
as did many other attendees who also 
headed for the doors during her duo 
recital. So long story short, I didn’t see 
Peyroux and opted to visit the blues 
stage where Byran Lee was performing. 
Lee’s band was on fire and shredded 
through two songs without Lee than 
brought on the Crescent City guitarist 
/ vocalist. Bryan Lee had some recent 
physical setbacks and did look frail, but 
once he was handed his guitar, he start-

ed to immediately wail on his axe and 
vocals, leaving no doubt that this was 
going to be a very strong performance. 
Note: Be on the lookout for Lee’s next 
recording “Eyesight to the Blind” that 
should be available early in 2014.

My final stop was my hands-
down favorite. The Antonio Sanchez 
Migration with Dave Binney on alto 
sax, John Escreet on piano, and Matt 
Brewer on bass. Sanchez has been with 
Pat Metheny for some time now, but 
as a leader, Antonio is obviously cut-
ting his own unique musical niche. 
It was a fascinating set that straddled 
atmospheric contemporary jazz that’s 
(at times) avant-garde leaning during 
their lengthy and finely textured jams. 
Sanchez is a monster drummer whose 
timing is superb, he also creates mes-
merizing rhythms for his band-mates 
to play off of. It’s no wonder that he’s 
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been employed by many great jazzmen 
like the aforementioned Metheny as 
well as Chick Corea, Michael Brecker, 
Charlie Haden, Joshua Redman, Gary 
Burton, and others. Sanchez was born 

in Mexico City and at just forty-two 
years young he’s got a tremendous fu-
ture ahead of him, not only as a side-
man but also as a bandleader. Note: 
This concert was held at the wonder-
ful Gesù - Centre de Créativité, which 
offers lush acoustics that are second to 
none that I’ve heard around the world.

This concludes my 2013 Mon-

treal International Jazz Festival report. 
If you’ve never been there, you should 
visit this very safe and friendly city, as 
not only is this a world-class festival, 
it’s also one of my favorite cities on 
the planet. Those from the northeast-
ern points of the United States (and 
Canada) will find this festival a very 
worthwhile experience, and even if you 

are on a budget you’ll find an awful lot 
of free shows that won’t hurt your wal-
let. Here’s to Montreal’s thirty-fifth. 
Until that time, keep checking: www.
MontrealJazzFest.com
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. 
Now celebrating 13 + years on the air at 

WFDU - http://wfdu.fm. 24x7 On De-
mand Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.
com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds 
of Blue is the most pledged to program for 
5 consecutive years. Senior Contributing 
Editor to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com 
, http://WestchesterGuardian.com, and 
http://YonkersTribune.com.
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READING

Baseball Boys Recreates 1950’s Little Baseball Youth of Somers Resident
By RICH MONETTI

Little League Baseball 
was born in 1939. By 
1950, it made its way 
from Pennsylvania to 

Bruce Fabricant’s hometown of Mt. 
Vernon, New York. In 1953, he got the 
call, and on a cold April morning, the 
Heritage Hills resident tried out. The 
times didn’t allot for a participation 
trophy, but finally getting the chance 
to play on a real field, with adults who 
could teach the game easily made up for 
lack of metallic luster and the frostbite. 
In actuality, what he did get was far more 
important and is never far from what he 
is trying to document in Baseball Boys – 
a self-published novel on 1950’s Little 
League baseball in Mt. Vernon.

“I got a postcard in the mail, that 
said, ‘you didn’t cut it son,’” he remem-
bers.

He persevered to make the roster 
the next time - the life lessons obvious. 
“You learned how to lose, dealing with 
adversity and rising to a challenge. That’s 
what I’m trying to impart in this book,” 
he says.

He’s not advocating, a la Bill Cosby, 
that kids go back to walking to school, 

in the snow, uphill, both ways, or try-
ing out just to play. But when he goes 
to his granddaughter’s soccer game, and 
parents aren’t allowed to cheer, because 
someone might feel bad, child develop-
ment is the loser.

On the other end, Fabricant sees 
too many parents transformed into 
agents. Jockeying managers for marquis 
exposure, they envision a scholarship 
before shaving is even a consideration. 
“Parents get involved with organized 
sports to a degree that they are overstep-
ping their bounds rather than leaving it 
up to the kids on the field,” he says in 
paraphrasing the piece Rick Wolff of 
Sports Illustrated contributed.

But his dialogue on these societal 
deficiencies don’t dominate Baseball 
Boys. Filled with old newspaper clip-
pings, game summaries, boxscores, an-
ecdotes from the players and interviews 
with Mt. Vernon’s Ralph Branca and 
Ken Singleton, the book recreates an era, 
replicating those days, serving it up as an 
example of the times, not a lecture.

He also just loves his hometown, 
the lost youth and the part baseball 
played in his life. As such, Fabricant felt 
an exploration of those early years of or-
ganized play was warranted.

Beforehand, it was all on the kids. 
“We played baseball in the streets and 
so forth, but something was missing,” he 
recollects.

World War II over and fathers 
coming home, an interest emerged 
in organizing; a former major leaguer 
named Carl Stotz seized upon it. Stotz 
enlisted a local newspaper editor to pub-
licize the initiative and Ralph Branca 
endorsed it. “I remember it vividly; so 
many kids like myself at the first tryout,” 
says Fabricant of the scant 75 slots that 
the first few years could support.

Additionally, Stotz made it his mis-
sion to provide a contrast to a cultural 
makeup that mostly had the various 
ethnicities sticking to their corners of the 

municipality. “The greatest thing he did 
was to integrate the league so you played 
with all the different types of players,” 
said Fabricant.

He also got out front when an en-
try fee was initially proposed. “Carl said, 
‘No!’ We won’t do that, and local spon-
sors put up the tab,” Fabricant empha-
sized.

The rest was left to the managers. “I 
heard from many friends about the men 
in the dugout, and the instrumental part 
they played in their lives,” he says.

As for his discussion with Ralph 
Branca, the exchange stuck to the small 
stuff. “I didn’t talk at all about his major 
league career,” says Fabricant, and the 
two had more in common than baseball.

Prompting Branca over whether he 
remembered the Fabricant Dry Clean-
ing business, the Dodger’s great was 
quick with the Brooklyn wit. “Of course 
I do. I worked at it. I probably made 50 
cents an hour because your father was so 
cheap,” Fabricant shared the story with 
a smile.

Ken Singleton, on the other hand, 
lamented the disarray of the fields he 
played on as a kid. “A sign of the times,” 
says Fabricant, “the kids aren’t playing as 
much.”

Back then, the league expanded 
along with the demand. In that, he 
hopes the natural order of things can be 
restored and rollback the excess. “Just let 
the kids play,” he concluded.

The book can be found on Ama-
zon.com at “Baseball Boys Rediscov-
ering 1950s Little League Baseball in 
Mount Vernon, NY”

www.amazon.com/Baseball-
Boys-Rediscovering-Little-League/
dp/1481044877
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

ECONOMIC POLICY

The Economic Blunders Behind the Arab Revolutions
By DAVID P. GOLDMAN

In Egypt and Syria, mis-
guided food and water 
policies set the stage for 
revolt and civil war.

Sometimes econo-
mies can’t be fixed after decades of statist 
misdirection, and the people simply get 
up and go. Since the debt crisis of the 
1980s, 10 million poor Mexicans—vic-
tims of a post-revolutionary policy that 
kept rural Mexicans trapped on gov-
ernment-owned collective farms—have 
migrated to the United States. Today, 
Egyptians and Syrians face economic 
problems much worse than Mexico’s, 
but there is nowhere for them to go. 

Half a century of socialist mismanage-
ment has left the two Arab states unable 
to meet the basic needs of their people, 
with economies so damaged that they 
may be past the point of recovery in our 
lifetimes.

This is the crucial background to 
understanding the state failure in Egypt 
and civil war in Syria. It may not be 
within America’s power to reverse their 
free falls; the best scenario for the U.S. is 
to manage the chaos as best it can.

Of Egypt’s 90 million people, 
70% live on the land. Yet the country 
produces barely half of Egyptians’ total 
caloric consumption. The poorer half of 
the population survives on subsidized 
food imports that stretch a budget defi-

cit close to a sixth of the country’s GDP, 
about double the ratio in Greece. With 
the global rise in food prices, Egypt’s 
trade deficit careened out of control to 
$25 billion in 2010, up from $10 billion 
in 2006, well before the overthrow of 
President Hosni Mubarak.

In Syria, the government’s in-
competent water management—ex-
acerbated by drought beginning in 
2006—ruined millions of farmers before 
the May 2011 rebellion. The collapse of 
Syrian agriculture didn’t create the coun-
try’s ethnic and religious fault lines, but 
it did leave millions landless, many of 
them available and ready to fight.

Egyptians are ill-prepared for the 
modern world economy. Forty-five 

percent are illiterate. Nearly all mar-
ried Egyptian women suffer genital 
mutilation. One-third of marriages are 
between cousins, a hallmark of tribal so-
ciety. Only half of the 51 million Egyp-
tians between the ages of 15 and 64 are 
counted in the government’s measure 
of the labor force. If Egypt counted its 
people the way the U.S. does, its unem-
ployment rate would be well over 40% 
instead of the official 13% rate. Nearly 
one-third of college-age Egyptians reg-
ister for university but only half graduate, 
and few who do are qualified for em-
ployment in the 21st century.

That is the tragic outcome of 60 
years of economic policies designed for 
political control rather than productivity. 

We have seen similar breakdowns, for 
example in Latin America during the 
1980s, but with a critical difference. The 
Latin debtor countries all exported food. 
Egypt is a banana republic without the 
bananas.

The world market pulled the rug 
out from under Egypt’s misman-
aged economy when world food prices 
soared beginning in 2007 in response 
to Asian demand for feed grain. Mean-
time, the price of cotton—on which Mr. 
Mubarak had bet the store—declined. 
Now Egypt’s food situation is critical: 
The country reportedly has two months’ 
supply of imported wheat on hand when 
it should have more than six months’ 
worth. For months, Egypt’s poor have 
had little to eat except bread, in a country 
where 40% of adults already are physi-

Continued on page 13

http://www.montrealjazzfest.com/
http://www.montrealjazzfest.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://www.amazon.com/Baseball-Boys-Rediscovering-Little-League/dp/1481044877
http://www.amazon.com/Baseball-Boys-Rediscovering-Little-League/dp/1481044877
http://www.amazon.com/Baseball-Boys-Rediscovering-Little-League/dp/1481044877


Page 13THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2013

ECONOMIC POLICY

cally stunted by poor diet, according to 
the World Food Organization. When 
the military forced President Moham-
med Morsi out of office last week, bread 
was starting to get scarce.

Since 1988, Bashar Assad’s regime 
misdirected Syria’s scarce water resourc-
es toward wheat and cotton irrigation 
in pursuit of socialist self-sufficiency. It 
didn’t pan out—and when drought hit 
seven years ago, the country began to run 
out of water. Illegal wells have depleted 
the underground water table. Three mil-
lion Syrian farmers (out of a total 20 
million population) were pauperized, 

and hundreds of thousands left their 
farms for tent camps on the outskirts of 
Syrian cities.

Assad’s belated attempt to reverse 
course triggered the current political 
crisis, the economist Paul Rivlin wrote 
in a March 2011 report for Tel Aviv 
University’s Moshe Dayan Center: “By 
2007, 12.3 percent of the population 
lived in extreme poverty and the poverty 
rate had reached 33 percent. Since then, 
poverty rates have risen still further. In 
early 2008, fuel subsidies were abolished 
and, as a result, the price of diesel fuel 
tripled overnight. Consequently, during 
the year the price of basic foodstuffs rose 

sharply and was further exacerbated by 
the drought. In 2009, the global financial 
crisis reduced the volume of remittances 
coming into Syria.”

The regime cut tariffs on food im-
ports in February 2011 in a last-minute 
bid to mitigate the crisis, but the move 
misfired as the local market hoarded 
food in response to the government’s 
perceived desperation, sending prices 
soaring just before Syria’s Sunnis re-
belled.

Economic crisis set the stage for po-
litical collapse in Egypt and Syria, even if 
it wasn’t the actual spur. The two Arab 
states are, of course, not the only nations 
ruined by socialist mismanagement. But 
unlike Russia and Eastern Europe, they 

have no pool of skilled labor or natural 
resources to fall back on. In this context, 
Western concerns about the niceties of 
democratic procedure seem misguided.

The best outcome for Egypt in the 
short run is subsidies from Saudi Ara-
bia and other Gulf states to tide it over. 
Egypt’s annual financing gap is almost 
$20 billion, and it is flat broke. The price 
of such aid is continuing to sideline the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which the Gulf 
monarchies consider a threat to their 
legitimacy. The Gulf states have pledged 
$12 billion in response to Morsi’s over-
throw, averting a near-term economic 
disaster. That’s probably the best among 
a set of bad alternatives.

Syria may not be salvageable as 

a political entity, and the West should 
consider a Yugoslavia-style partition 
plan to stop ethnic and religious slaugh-
ter. Even the best remedies, though, may 
come too late to keep the region from 
deteriorating into a prolonged period of 
chaos.

First published in The Wall Street 
Journal

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10
0014241278873237408045785975027
71627238.html

on July 12, 2013.
http://www.meforum.org/3554/

arab-revolutions-economics
Mr. Goldman, president of Macrostrategy 
LLC, is a fellow at the Middle East Forum 
and the London Center for Policy Research.

BRONX APARTMENTS FOR RENT

BRONX COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
2Br. Starting at $1300/Month

Call Maria:

914.632.1230

Westchester Ave. Commercial Space for Rent
Busy location, Large Display Window

2 blocks from #6 Elder Ave. stop
Ideal for Check Casher • Liquor Store • Formal Wear

Hair Salon • Barber Shop • Party Supplies
Notary/Tax/Document Preparation

Fast Food • Franchises
Some restrictions: No grocery or wireless phones

1000 Sq. Ft. • $3000/Month
1300 SQ. FT. $3935/Month

Tenant pays water, electric & taxes
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

The Economic Blunders Behind the Arab Revolutions
Continued from page 12

Immersion!
By JOHN F. McMULLEN

I just read a terrific 
article about the expe-
rience of reading elec-
tronic books, “Unlinked” 
by Anne Trubek in the 

May / June 2013 issue of “The American 
Prospect” (http://prospect.org/article/
when-it-comes-kindles-do-you-or-
unlink). Trubek makes many interest-
ing points -- some of which I quote 
next (the quotes used here relate to the focus 
of this essay; to appreciate her interesting 
thoughts on “Social Reading,” the entire 

article should be read):
•	 “The	 Kindle	 offers	 the	 purest	

form of immersive reading I 
have ever experienced. There is 
something narcotic about it. As 
scholar Alan Jacobs writes, “Once 
you start reading a book on the 
Kindle—and this is equally true of 
the other e-readers I’ve tried—the 
technology generates an inertia 
that makes it significantly easier to 
keep reading than to do anything 
else.” The compulsion to keep 
reading stems partially from the 
lack of distractions: E-books, thin, 
gray, and under-designed, shear off 
the blurbs and author bios and test-
marketed book-jacket covers.”

•	 “What	 I	 crave	 when	 I	 pick	 up	
my Kindle is absorption, to be 
inside another world, floating in 
the flow of narrative or argument. 
Once so immersed, freed from the 
existential problems of constant 
contact, and the narcissistic siloing 
of small experience, I can think 
hard or feel deeply—pleasure and 
intellectual work at once. What 
can I say? I am a modern.” 
I’m a big fan of electronic books 

-- I ordered a Kindle on the day it was 
announced and have gone through a 
number of generations of Kindles and 
Nooks -- they have features such as an-
notation, bookmarking, highlighting 
and definition look up that may or may 

not be desirable with printed books -- 
and Trubek uses social reading features 
(such as knowing how many other read-
ers had highlighted the section of the book 
which you are reading). I am also a fan 
of printed books and, since I rarely, very 
rarely, throw out a book, have a bigger 
library than most Barnes & Nobles (so 

one of the values that I find with electronic 
books is that they take up no space in our 
home). I also find that always having 
an e-book reader with me allows me 
to read fiction 10 and 15 minutes at 
a time when I am out and waiting in 
a doctor’s office or to meet a friend -- 

TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued on page 14
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any short break (this is much harder to do 
with non-fiction).

The purpose of this column, however, 
is not to extoll the virtues of e-books; it 
is rather to extoll the virtues of immer-
sion! To be competitive in our rapidly 
changing world, one must not only 
intellectually understand the value of 
technology, one must use it -- and stay 
ahead of the curve by constantly adapt-
ing to new things. -- Some examples: 
•	 It’s	 easy	 to	 have	 no	 interest	 in	

Facebook because of what you 
have heard about it but there is 
terrific value there; value that can 
only be found by using it -- just 
the fact that one billion people 
worldwide use it should tell you 
that many find value there.

•	 It’s	easy	to	say	that	I	don’t	need	an	
automatic cell phone connection 
in my new car or voice control for 
it but wait till a police officer pulls 
you over for answering a call on the 
phone while driving.

•	 It’s	 also	 easy	 to	 bypass	 the	

navigation option on new cars 
because you know where you 
usually drive and can always print 
out Google or Yahoo Maps when 
going to new places. Sure -- but, 
someday you may be low on gas 
in a strange place and have no 
idea where the nearest gas station 
is -- or you may have a car or 
injury problem and need roadside 
assistance in an unfamiliar place 
-- the new navigation systems have 
those features.

•	 Some	 don’t	 use	 LinkedIn	
because they aren’t looking for 
a job -- another big mistake 
because there is much more than 
employment opportunities; there 
is real networking and exchange of 
business and industry information.
The above refers to technologies 

that most of us know about -- Kindle, 
Nook, Facebook, Navigation Systems, 
LinkedIn -- and may choose to use or 
not. There are, of course, many new 
technologies that we don’t know about 
and, once confronted with them, we 
may be inhibited from using them if we 
are not totally comfortable with tech-
nology. I maintain that the only way to 
be totally comfortable with it is to be 

immersed in all the new technology 
that we can be.

Peter Denning, ex-”ACM” (“As-
sociation for Computing Machinery”) 
President, Dean and Chair of Com-
puter Science at George Mason 
University and present head of the 
Computer Science Department at the 
Naval Postgraduate School told me 
once, in a discussion of the computer 
skills of a gifted hacker, “Phiber Optik,” 
who we both knew, “I know about Unix. 
Phiber knows Unix. I wouldn’t trust me to 
hack the Unix kernel but I’d trust him to. 
He knows Unix the way New York City 
cab drivers used to know New York City 
streets.” 

We certainly don’t have to “know” 
the innards of an operating system (if 
we aren’t system programmers) but we 
have to know enough technology not 
to be daunted by new things. A car 
salesman who just sold a new car to the 
McMullens had to know enough to 
explain the following:
•	 “Blue	Link,”	an	app	for	the	iPhone	

or Android smartphone that 
allows the user to “remote start 
the car,” turn on heated seats, find 
the car in a parking lot, disable the 
car if stolen, monitor the mileage 

when the car is turned over to a 
valet parking service, and other 
neat things.

•	 The	 automatic	 e-mail	 that	 we	
would receive monthly status 
reports on the car’s mileage, need 
for maintenance, and its general 
condition from the car (copy to 
the dealer’s Service department). 
Microprocessors constantly 
measure the cars performance to 
support this function

•	 The	 Bluetooth	 connection	
from our iPhone or Android 
smartphones that allow hands free 
phone calls and music selection 
and playing.

•	 Other	voice	commands	to	manage	
the AM/FM/Satellite radio and 
Navigation systems.
Just reading this, it should be ob-

vious that a car is a computer that can 
be driven from place-to-place -- just as 
a camera is a computer that takes pic-
tures and an airplane is a computer that 
flies. Just as office workers had to learn 
spreadsheets, presentation programs, 
word processing, and “Googling” to 
remain employable, every person wish-
ing to be competitive in the new world 
must be so immersed in technology as 

to have no fear of anything new. 
I have a close friend, a self-em-

ployed civil engineer, who is a self-
described “Luddite” -- he doesn’t read 
e-mail, does calculations on a calculator 
and diagrams by hand (when he wants 
professional looking diagrams, his daugh-
ter, an architect two hundred miles away 
translates his drawings to Autodesk and 
sends the output to him). He is very suc-
cessful -- but he is also seventy-three years 
old and has built up a practice over the last 
forty years. It is highly unlikely that, if he 
were fifty, he could be successful work-
ing in this manner; if he were thirty, it 
would be impossible.

It is worth the immersion -- even if it 
means buying a Kindle or an iPhone -- to 
insure that you “know technology.” In my 
judgment, it is imperative both for indi-
viduals and for our society.
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more.
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

Immersion!
TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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What are the Domestic Consequences of Unfair Trade Practices?
By OREN M. LEVIN-
WALDMAN, Ph.D

Middle class wages 
have been stagnant for 
more than thirty years. 
Stagnant wages are due 

to many factors, including the decline 
in unionism, the decline in the value of 
the minimum wage, rising healthcare 
costs, and the need to cut non-fixed 
cost, i.e. labor, because of global com-
petition. Although global competition 
affects domestic U.S. labor markets, 
these labor markets are also adversely 
affected by unfair trade practices, which 
only force U.S. companies to reduce 
costs further in an attempt (and some-
times vain) to compete against foreign 
goods. Consider if China undervalues 
its currency, U.S. goods are overpriced 
in China. At the same time, they are 
getting a huge price advantage for 
goods they sell here.

Comparative advantage in a global 
economy would nonetheless dictate 
that if U.S. companies cannot pro-

duce goods as cheaply here, then they 
shouldn’t and that perhaps American 
labor ought to go where the jobs are. 
And yet as a result of these practices, 
American companies have felt com-
pelled to disinvest in the U.S. and set up 
shop where labor costs are a fraction of 
what they are here in order to be com-
petitive.

Labor economists typically explain 
wage stagnation and the consequent 
growth in wage inequality in terms of 
a mismatch between relative demand 
and supply of skilled labor. Competi-
tive market theory places the blame on 
structural changes that have resulted in 
a mismatch between good paying jobs 
and the skills of available workers. The 
main culprit is technological change 
biased towards those with higher levels 
of education and skills. According to 
this school of thought, the labor mar-
ket is divided into a primary market 
where high premiums are placed on 
skilled workers, and a secondary market 
where unskilled workers are trapped in 
the lowest-wage service sector of the 

economy. The growth in wage inequal-
ity between the primary and secondary 
labor markets is a function of increas-
ing skills differentials between the two 
markets. But it would be foolish to 
think that these trends weren’t exacer-
bated by trade imbalances. A contrib-
uting factor is often a nation’s politics, 
which include how it intends to deal 
with the unfair trade practices of oth-
ers. Unfair practices and our inadequate 
response to them have had profound 
consequences for U.S. labor markets, 
particularly those labor markets that 
have sustained the middle class.

Those at the top of the distribution 
have seen their incomes increase while 
those at the bottom of the distribu-
tion have seen their incomes decrease 
in real terms. This has effectively nar-
rowed the middle class, whose wages 
have stagnated in aggregate terms 
since the 1970s. In 1976 the average 
household income of the bottom 20 
percent was $5,591 and the average 
household income of the top 20 per-
cent was $33,500. In 2008, the average 

household income of the bottom 20 
percent was $23,854 and the average 
household income of the top 20 per-
cent was $194,375. Between 1976 and 
2008 the ratio between the top and the 
bottom increased by 35 percent from 
6.0 in 1976 to 8.1 in 2008. Most of the 
growth, however, was at the top, while 
most of the stagnation was below the 
90th percentile.

During the same period the ratio 
between the top 90th percentile and 
the bottom 10th percentile increased 
by 28 percent while the ratio between 
the 50th and 10th percentiles increased 
by 11.5 percent and the ratio between 
the 90th and 50th percentiles increased 
by 15.8 percent. This means that wages 
at the bottom were stagnating, thereby 
resulting in greater income inequality. 
But aside from the obvious growth in 
income inequality because the rate of 
increase among the bottom was much 
lower than the rate of increase among 
the top, wage stagnation meant that 
the economy was not going to grow as 
much because stagnant wages would 

decrease effective demand for goods 
and services. Or the growth that oc-
curred, primarily during the late1980s 
and again during the late 1990s until 
the Great Recession in 2007, was pri-
marily a function of people demanding 
goods and services on the basis of easy 
credit.

In other words, the consumer 
spending fueled by credit card debt 
was effectively able to mask the effects 
of wage stagnation, and ultimately the 
effects of trade imbalances. With the fi-
nancial crisis resulting in the Great Re-
cession, the credit card debt that fueled 
spending has largely disappeared. Now 
the effects are there for all to see. These 
consequences are not only experienced 
by domestic U.S. labor markets, but the 
broader American civil society.

Without a broad middle class, 
public policies tend to be skewed to the 
top of the distribution. Public officials 
tend to pay more attention to wealthier 
households while all but ignoring poor-
er households, thereby depriving them 

Continued on page 15
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By THOMAS P. DiNAPOLI

“The situation in Detroit 
is a sobering reminder 
about today’s mounting 
fiscal challenges for lo-
cal governments. Even 

though many of New York’s communi-
ties face significant economic and bud-
getary problems, no municipality in our 
state has ever declared bankruptcy, and 
with good reason. Bankruptcy proceed-
ings of municipalities in other states 
have left fiscal problems unresolved for 
years, while making it more difficult for 
local governments to deliver essential 
services.

“We must intensify the good ef-
forts that are already underway in many 
communities to confront difficult bud-
get choices. The Fiscal Stress Monitor-
ing System my office has put in place 
will assist those efforts. This ‘early warn-
ing’ system will reveal a realistic account 
of local government finances to help 

foster much needed public discussions 
at the local level about fiscal stress so 
that corrective actions can be taken. 
This way, we can reach lasting solutions 
and avoid steps that may cause needless 
harm to our communities.”

For more detailed information 
about Comptroller DiNapoli’s fiscal 
stress monitoring system and to view 
reports related to local government fis-
cal stress, visit:

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/local-
gov/fiscalmonitoring/index.htm
Thomas P. DiNapoli is the New York State 
Comptroller.

ECONOMICS

of voice. The cornerstone of American 
democracy is the local community 
with members of each community ac-
tively participating in the affairs of their 
communities. But those at the bottom 
of the income distribution tend to be 
much less civically engaged than those 
at the top of the distribution. Data 
from the Current Population Survey’s 
Civic Participation file for 2008 show 
that those in households with earnings 
below $30,000 were considerably less 
likely to be civically engaged in the af-
fairs of their communities than those in 
households with incomes in excess of 
$100,000. Although civic engagement 
did improve dramatically from house-
holds below $30,000 to households 
earning between $30,000 and $60,000, 
the number earning in that range has 
been declining as it is reflective of the 
shrinking middle class.

In short, then, unfair trade prac-
tices have only exacerbated a structural 
change in the nation’s economic base 
that has resulted in middle class wage 
stagnation, rising income inequality, 
disparities in access between the rich 
and the poor, and declining civic partic-
ipation. Unfair trade practices have not 
only adversely affected the structure of 
American labor markets, but by doing 
so they appear to have had a corrosive 
effect on American democracy. Market 
purists will no doubt argue that these 
trends are merely the effects of an effi-
cient economy functioning in the larger 
global marketplace. To erect walls of 
protectionism will only make things 
worse. But the failure of government to 
respond is tantamount to government 
being complicit in these trends. There 
are do doubt many things that public 
policy can do to shore up the middle 
class. Enabling workers to demand 

more goods and services in the aggre-
gate through some type of wage policy 
that affords them greater purchasing 
power would help considerably. At a 
minimum, however, the U.S. should 
force countries, like China, to engage in 
fair trade practices.
Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of 
public policy in the School for Public Af-
fairs at Metropolitan College of New York 
(olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu )
and author several books on wage policy. 
They include: Wage Policy, Income Distri-
bution and Democratic Theory (Routledge 
2011); The Political Economy of the Liv-
ing Wage: A Study of Four Cities (M.E. 
Sharpe 2005); and The Case of the Mini-
mum Wage: Competing Policy Models 
(SUNY Press 2001). He is a researcher for 
the Employment Policy Research Network 
(EPRN), and some of his work can be 
found at http://www.employmentpolicy.
org/people/oren-levin-waldman.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)
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GOVERNANCE

Kicking Residents to the Curb
The Process of Obfuscation Revealed

By PEGGY GODFREY

Despite a full agenda 
at the New Rochelle 
City Council (NRCC) 
meeting on July 9, 
2013, the NRCC had 

rushed to approve four more hear-
ings. The hearing dates were set for 
July 23, 2013 for the Forest City 
Residential Echo Bay Plan. The vote 
revealed itself along party affiliation 
designations with five Democrats 
approving the new hearings whereas 
two Republicans were opposed. All 
taking place during the time the 
Citizens to Be Heard section of their 
meeting was underway that same 
evening. Robert McCaffrey urged 
the NRCC to take more time to eval-
uate the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) and the zoning 
changes needed. Brian Stein advised 

the NRCC should continue using 
the present City Yard where For-
est City Residential wants to build 
instead of moving it to Beechwood 
Avenue because the alternate site is 
too small.

Even so, it turned out there was 
more to this attempted rush to de-
velopment. A resident who lives near 
the Echo Bay site also objected. She 
wants the meetings to be held on 
different nights so that interested 
residents may express their perspec-
tive rather than be shut out because 
people can’t be at two or more places 
at the same time. Given that both 
the NR City Council and Planning 
Board are public bodies, why must 
interested citizens s have to choose 
one over the other?

At the same public meeting as 
that of the NR City Council, new 
hearings were held on the granting 

of cabaret licenses. One was for a res-
taurant that was in the same location 
as 414 Pelham Road with a name 
change from Siete Ocho Siete to Ca-
priccio Latino. A number of residents 
living in the area reminisced about 
how the previous restaurant had cre-
ated problems in the neighborhood, 
especially that of “noise pollution” 
late at night; waking people during 
their operating hours. Residents, as 
well as other commercial establish-
ments, such as the nursing home 
across the street, were negatively af-
fected. Among the complaints was a 
charge that cabarets would have “ex-
otic dancers.” Mayor Noam Bramson 
advised the permit would not allow 
exotic dancing in New Rochelle.

Thomas Lange gave a compre-
hensive view of the process and previ-
ous council actions, he was under the 
perception the NR City Council had 
rejected the application. He noted 
there was a need for more parking 
and security. Worse, noise and litter 
strewn about by patrons of the estab-
lishment extended to a radius of at 

least 500 feet. He stressed the park-
ing plan was, and still is, insufficient.

A retired New York City law en-
forcement officer suggested that Po-
lice Officers be assigned to come to 
the cabaret a half hour before closing 
to make sure there are no problems.

However, the need for parking 
spaces was a key problem in the plan. 
Bill Mullen, vice president of the 
Residence Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, said the restaurant’s applica-
tion had “fatal defects” because it had 
less than forty parking spaces. Ear-
lier that evening, a resident of Shady 
Glen had opposed the application 
saying that 130 parking spaces were 
needed. More troubling were the 
restaurants’ valets who had been seen 
speeding across Pelham Road, creat-
ing a danger to the neighborhood.

While praise was expressed for 
the new manager of the restaurant 
by his friends and a few patrons, the 
majority of speakers, even those resi-
dents from other parts of the city, op-
posed the permit.

The last speaker was Vincent 

Rippa, attorney and former Mayor 
of New Rochelle, who reminded the 
NR City Council that in two years, 
a renewal for an approved license 
would be necessary, and a license re-
newal could be denied at that time. 
Two other cabaret licenses were also 
being considered, A Place 2 Go on 
273 North Avenue and Modern Res-
taurant Lounge on 310 Huguenot 
Street.

The City Council had scheduled 
four hearings on the Forest City Res-
idential Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for Echo Bay on July 23, 
2013. On July 17 at a “Call to Action” 
meeting organized by Ron Tocci, 
the assembled crowd objected to 
the New Rochelle City Council and 
New Rochelle Planning Board hold-
ing their hearings about the Echo 
Bay proposal at the same time and on 
the same night.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

LEGISLATION

Assemblyman Abinanti Applauds 10 Years of Cleaner Indoor Air
Abinanti Proposes Stronger State Laws to Match Westchester’s
GREENBURGH, NY -- Assem-
blyman Tom Abinanti (Greenburgh/
Mt. Pleasant) today, July 19, 2013, 
joined other elected officials and 
community clean-air advocates in 
White Plains at a celebration of the 
10th Anniversary of the New York 
State Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA) 
and the Westchester Smoke-Free 
Workplace Law.

“We understood 10 years ago 
what almost everyone understands 
today – second hand smoke kills,” 
said Assemblyman Abinanti. “There 
is no safe level of exposure to second 

hand smoke.”
The Westchester County Leg-

islature passed its law on March 3, 
2003 and was immediately followed 
by Nassau, Suffolk and New York 
City. The local efforts spurred the 
state legislature to pass the state law 
only weeks later. All of these laws 
banned smoking in restaurants, bars, 
and the workplace and have contin-
ued to protect workers and patrons 
from second-hand smoke and helped 
to reduce smoking rates.

Then County Legislator Abi-
nanti drafted and sponsored the 

Westchester law. Abinanti pledged 
to sponsor legislation to toughen 
the state law to match the stronger 
Westchester law-especially to ban 
smoking in hotel rooms statewide 
and protect workers in outdoor but 
confined areas.

“The success of the efforts to pass 
clean air legislation provide three les-
sons,” said Abinanti. “Good govern-
ment is good politics. Good policies 
can be achieved by regional coopera-
tion, no matter how strong the oppo-
sition. The State will follow the lead 
of local governments.”

Thomas Abinanti is the Assem-
blyman for New York’s 92nd District.Assemblyman Tom Abinanti, Assemblyman Tom Abinanti, Westchester Health 

Commissioner Sherita Amler, Assemblyman Steve Otis, Ellette Hirshorn from Open 
Door, Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, County Legislator Catherine Borgia.

LEGISLATION

When Good Legislation is Stalled
By SHEILA MARCOTTE

On September 10, 
2012, I submitted 
legislation calling for 
a general  overhaul 
of  Westchester Coun-

ty  government’s policies for the pro-
curement of goods and services, and 
specific changes to the schedule of 

exemptions to such policies when war-
ranted by circumstances.  The objective 
of the procurement policy is to establish 
protocols to  prevent fraud and waste 
and to ensure that county government 
secures those goods and services at the 
best price and terms; in short, deliver-
ing the best “value” for the taxpayers 
we represent.  This is, after all, what we 
legislators are paid to do.

My proposed legislation was, 
as expected, referred to the Legisla-
tion Committee to be discussed and 
debated, and perhaps even changed 
to one degree or another.  If handled 
through ordinary and fair legislative 
practices, the bill would be voted out 
of committee for an “up or down” 
vote before the entire Board of Leg-
islators.  Inexplicably, my reforms were 

buried in the Legislation Committee 
for nine months while the Commit-
tee Chair refused to entertain even a 
discussion of my proposal.  In April of 
this year, the legislation finally made its 
way to the agenda where it was given 
a total of 15 minutes consideration and 
the Committee Chair promised to 
place it on the agenda of yet another 
meeting where it could be  reviewed 
and discussed (which, after all, is our 
job!).  Unfortunately, that promise was 
not kept and the bill remains buried in 

the Committee. 
There is good reason why I re-

fuse to allow this important set of 
reforms to be ignored by the Leg-
islation Committee.   As part of my 
research, I reviewed the policies of 
more than 40 New York counties.   I 
found that almost all of them have 
exemptions written into their rules 
that allow them to award contracts 
without going through the normal 
bidding process. The average number 
of exemptions provided is between 
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SECURITY

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

three and four. One county called 
for 12 exemptions and a few had 
none.   Incredibly, Westchester 
County provides 21 exemptions 
to its policy!  How can we ensure 
that we are providing diligent and 
consistent stewardship of taxpay-
er’s money when we allow 21 dif-
ferent reasons to ignore our own 
established bidding processes?

Like everything else in this 
world, there are a few occasions 
where a well-thought-out gen-
eral policy ought not be followed. 
This of course makes sense in the 
case of a few unique circumstanc-
es: such as when only one vendor 
provides the service or product we 
need or, in an emergency when 
there is no time to “go out to bid” 
in an effort to seek the best and 
most responsible price. To give 
some idea of the unexplainable 
exemptions the present Board of 
Legislators leadership has seen fit 
to extend to our general policy of 
requiring competitive bidding in 
the purchase of goods and ser-
vices, here are just a few of the 
exceptions to our protocols that 
I have proposed to eliminate for 
the protection of all county resi-
dents; 
•	 any	 contracts	 for	 advertising	

and or public notices
•	 contracts	 with	 teachers	 or	

lecturers
•	 any	 procurement	 for	 the	

purpose of entering into a 
contract or contracts with 
not- for-profit organizations 
for the support, enhancement, 
or preservation of the arts

•	 any	 procurement	 for	 the	
purpose of entering into 
a contract with persons 
to  provide direct services 
to senior citizens including 
care, counseling, referral, 
case  management, 
social and nutritional 
support and essential outreach 
services

•	 contracts	 with	 banks	 and	
financial institutions licensed 
or chartered to do  business in 
the State of New York. 
If the current list of legisla-

tive exemptions from the policy 
of requiring competitive bidding 
on purchases of goods and ser-
vices by the county is baffling, 
your confusion is well-merited. 
One might ask the purpose of 
so many exemptions and for 
whose benefit, and one would 
likely conclude “Certainly not 
the taxpayer!”  Everyone who has 
worked in private business, or just 
shopped for goods and services 
downtown knows that when you 
introduce competition into the 

market place prices are bound to 
decrease and quality and depend-
ability are likely to increase. And 
if that isn’t borne out, well then at 
least we, your legislators, will have 
done our due diligence.   Again 
something we get paid to do. 

I have all but given up hope 
that this timely overhaul of the 
Procurement Policy will ever get 
accomplished, at least not before 
Election Day on November 5th. 

Finally, it is worth noting that 
the current Procurement Policy 
has not been updated, or changed 
for 20 years, and the Legislation 
Committee, chaired by Bill Ryan, 
has not met in over 6 weeks.  It 
is time to stop the politically 
motivated, election-year stone-
walling and let this common 
sense, reform-driven legislation 
have a full, fair and open discus-
sion in committee, and then be 
submitted to a vote before the 
entire Board of Legislators.  The 
citizens of Westchester County 
are entitled to the sensible, en-
hanced governmental consumer 
protections provided by this leg-
islation.  And if members of the 
board  disagree, let the taxpayers 
hear why in open legislative ses-
sion.
The author, Sheila Marcotte, is 
in her second term as Westchester 
County Legislator for District 10.

D.A. Gascón and A.G. Schneiderman Host 
Tech Test of Smartphone Security Features
Security Experts to Test Apple iPhone 5 with Activation Lock and 
Samsung Galaxy s4 with LoJack for Android   
Schneiderman and District Attorney Gascón: A Technological Solution that Eliminates 
the Value of Stolen Smartphones will End Spike in Violent Street Crimes
SAN FRANCISCO, CA -- 
San Francisco District Attor-
ney George Gascón and New 
York Attorney General Eric 
T. Schneiderman on Thursday, 
July 18, 2013 announced that 
the Secure Our Smartphone 
(S.O.S) Initiative is bringing 
state and federal security ex-
perts together to test the new 
smartphone security features re-
cently introduced by Apple and 
Samsung.  During the meeting 
in San Francisco, technical ex-

perts – including representatives 
from the Northern California 
Regional Intelligence Center 
(NCRIC) – will be given an 
Apple iPhone 5 with a new an-

ti-theft security feature known 
as “Activation Lock” enabled 
and a Samsung Galaxy s4 with 
a new anti-theft security feature 
known as “Lojack for Android” 
enabled.  The smartphones will 
be treated as if they were stolen 
by thieves, and attempts will be 
made to circumvent the anti-
theft features.    

Attorney General Schnei-
derman and District Attorney 

Continued on page 18
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L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY authority filed with NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ 
filed 4/5/13. NY off. Loc. in Westchester 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chap-
paqua, NY 10514. NJ address of LLC: 400 
Interpace Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ 
07054. Arts of org. on file with NJ Sec-
retary of State P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 
08625. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

HOLTBY DESIGN STUDIO LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Iselin Terrace Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, NY 10455. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yonkers, 
NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 

517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY au-
thority filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/6/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. 
NY off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 517RG LLC  Robert 
A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY 
10514. NJ address of LLC: 24 Westmin-
ster DR Montville, NJ 07045. Arts of org. 
on file with NJ Secretary of State P.O. 
Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. 

248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

GO GLAM LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/17/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 78 Robertson Ave White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JJC BROOKLYN LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/6/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
3010 Westchester Ave Ste. 106 Purchase, 
NY 10577. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
142 Lincoln Ave Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 
10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC PO Box 359 New Rochelle, NY 
11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

“Notice is hereby given that a license, 
serial # Pending for beer & wine has 
been applied for by the undersigned to 
sell beer & wine at the retail in grocery 
store known as Jasleen Enterprises Inc. 
DBA DB Mart Under the ABC Law at 123 
½ Pelham Road New Rochelle NY 10805 
for on-premise consumption.”

LE G A L  A D S

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. Entrance. 
Call 914.613.7487

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Spacious, clean cold storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 

/M) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 

8 Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 

options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 

day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

Gascón today issued the following 
statement:  

“Finding technical solutions that 
will remove the economic value of sto-
len smartphones is critical to ending 
the national epidemic of violent street 
crimes commonly known as ‘Apple 
Picking.’ With roughly 113 smart-
phones stolen or lost each minute in 

the United States, and too many of 
those thefts turning violent or deadly, 
the Secure our Smartphones Initiative 
is committed to ensuring the industry 
does everything it can to make their 
products and their customers safe. 
While we are appreciative of the ef-
forts made by Apple and Samsung to 
improve security of the devices they 
sell, we are not going to take them at 

their word. Today we will assess the 
solutions they are proposing and see 
if they stand up to the tactics com-
monly employed by thieves.  Together, 
we are working to ensure that the in-
dustry imbeds persistent technology 
that is effective, ubiquitous and free to 
consumers in every smartphone intro-
duced to the market by next year.”  

Last month, Attorney General 

Schneiderman and District Attorney 
Gascón announced the creation of a 
groundbreaking national coalition of 
state Attorneys General, District At-
torneys, major city Police Chiefs, state 
and city Comptrollers, public safety 
activists and consumer advocates from 
around the country. This new Secure 
Our Smartphone Initiative is working 
to encourage the industry to imple-

ment meaningful solutions that will 
end the national epidemic of violent 
thefts of mobile communications de-
vices such as smartphones and tablets.     

For more information on efforts 
by District Attorney Gascón and 
Attorney General Schneiderman to 
combat “Apple-Picking,” visit the San 
Francisco District Attorney’s website 
or the New York State Attorney Gen-
eral’s website.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

SECURITY

Political Blogger Delfim Heusler Challenges Gordon Burrows for 15th County Legislator Seat
By NANCY KING

Political blogger Delfim 
Heusler, who is the 
publisher of the www.
YonkersInsider.com 
blog is again challeng-

ing Republican incumbent Gordon 
Burrows for the 15th legislative district 
seat in Westchester County. Heusler’s 
blog is primarily made up of political 
commentary and press releases. Dis-
trict 15 encompasses the north end of 
Yonkers and the Village of Bronxville. 
Heusler, who has previously run against 
Burrows is running on the Working 

Families Party line. He had hoped to 
gain the endorsement of the Westches-
ter Democratic Party and the West-
chester Independence Party but failed 
to do so. According to Heusler, he only 
had to submit four signatures to the 
Westchester County Board of Elec-
tions but had submitted seven.

Mr. Heusler, in a press release, 
states that he wants to be a citizen 
legislator who would be a voice to his 
constituents and local non-profits who 
have seen their budgets cut drastically 
during the county’s attempt to reduce 
taxes. Heusler also has said, if elected, 
he would donate 10% of his annual 

salary to community based organiza-
tions or non-profits in his district. The 
base salary for a Westchester County 
legislator is around 50K and is con-
sidered a part-time position. Heu-
sler maintains however, if elected, he 
would devote himself full-time to the 
position.

Mr. Heusler also included a 
hyper-link in his release with Mr. 
Burrow’s voting record. Mr. Heusler 
maintains that Mr. Burrow’s “rubber 
stamp” legislation voting record is in 
support of the Republican position 
when he is in attendance for a vote. 
The hyper-link intimates that Mr. 

Burrows is often absent from legisla-
tive proceedings.

This is Delfim Heusler’s 3rd at-
tempt to run for the legislative seat in 
the 15th district. He has stated to The 
Westchester Guardian that he welcomes 

a debate with Gordon Burrows and 
hopes that the voters will have a clear-
er understanding of why he is running 
and will take this into consideration 
when voting this November.
Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

D.A. Gascón and A.G. Schneiderman Host Tech Test of Smartphone Security Features
Continued from page 17

http://www.sfdistrictattorney.org/
http://www.sfdistrictattorney.org/
http://www.ag.ny.gov/
http://www.ag.ny.gov/
http://www.YonkersInsider.com
http://www.YonkersInsider.com
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CORRUPTION

Rockland County - Political 
Corruption or Just Politics as Usual

By NANCY KING

It’s not often 
The Westchester 
Guardian gets 
called to cover a 
story in Rockland 

County but this week found the 
cesspool of local politics oozing 
across the Hudson River to reveal 
some hanky panky going on in 
Rockland County. On Monday, 
July 15th, a press conference was 
held to announce that a local 
legislator had been secretly taping 
some of his colleagues. Accord-
ing to Rockland County District 
Attorney Thomas Zugibe, who 
just happens to be a member of 
Governor Cuomo’s task force 
on political corruption, secreted 
tapes made by Rockland County 
Legislator Frank Sparaco and 
has turned those tapes over to 
the FBI. Sparaco had been se-
cretly taping and conducting 
his own bribery investigation 
against Clarkstown Councilman 
Frank Borelli, Democratic Party 
Lawyer Larry Weisman, and 
Highway Fleet Manager Den-
nis Malone. Sparaco claims that 
he was approached back in 2012 
to withdraw his support from his 
supervisor, Clarkstown Highway 
Superintendent Wayne Ballard, 
and to endorse Democratic can-
didate Dennis Malone for that 
position.

Sparaco who heads the In-
dependence Party of Rockland 
County while being a registered 
Republican, has claimed that the 
three men threatened his politi-
cal future while at the same time 
offering him an additional 75K 
to bestow this endorsement. He 
also alleges that he was offered 
40K in cash and was told to take 
a month long vacation in July 
while current petitions were be-
ing collected. At this time, Frank 
Sparaco already holds a 75K 
part-time job with the High-
way Department in Clarkstown 
where his duties are to provide 
constituent services. In other 
words, if you have a highway 
related problem, you call Sparaco 
and he will supposedly listen to 
your complaint and presum-
ably offer assistance. Oh, did I 
mention this is a part-time job 
of about 25 hours a week? Now 

that is nice work if you can get 
it. However Sparaco himself is 
no stranger to questionable be-
havior. His critics claim he was 
awarded this part-time position 
as a political patronage position 
when there were over 250 le-
gitimate applicants for the posi-
tion. It has also been noted that 
Sparaco was advised to wear a 
wire and tape those three men by 
Rockland County Republican 
Chairman Vincent Reda. Reda 
too has had an odd run-in with 
law enforcement when he wore 
an overcoat with all of the tags on 
it out of a local Macy’s a couple 
of years ago. He claims he wasn’t 
shoplifting but had merely for-
gotten to pay for the coat before 
exiting the store.

But this story gets even 
stranger. Back in 2010, Sparaco’s 
mother-in-law was the chair 
of the Rockland Independence 
Party and got into a bit of trou-
ble. It seems that she had turned 
in forged petitions to the Rock-
land County Board of Elections 
and committed perjury about ly-
ing about those petitions. And, in 
a stranger twist used the former 
Bronx Republican Chair (and 
now arrested), Joseph (Jay) Sa-
vino as her attorney.

What would ever possess a 
person to wire up, tape his col-
leagues, edit the tapes, and then 
turn them over to the FBI? No 
one but Frank Sparaco and 
Vincent Reda can answer that 
one, but it sure does look like 
they are deflecting the spotlight 
away from themselves and on to 

others. Do they have something 
themselves to hide? Perhaps, 
but doesn’t every person who 
holds an elected position have 
something to hide? The perks, 
the patronage, the expensive 
dinners and the weekend confer-
ences play out on most of their 
Facebook pages. We the voters 
see them and if we were smart, 
we’d all take screen shots of their 
questionable behavior and then 
release them just to see how 
poorly our elected officials be-
have… on our dime.

Frank Sparaco fell victim to 
what every elected official falls 
victim to, that is, being seduced 
by a little bit of power and pres-
tige. He just tried to cover it up 
by secretly taping people. He’s 
no different from those officials 
from the IRS who were seen 
dancing to the Cha Cha Slide 
while on a “leadership weekend”, 
or members of a local union who 
were seen dressed as cowboys 
and cowgirls at their “leader-
ship weekend” conference earlier 
this summer. Taxpayers, we pay 
for their indiscretions with our 
taxes and dues. What do they do 
when they get caught; they wear 
wires, take down their Facebook 
pictures and hope we’ll all forget. 
But there will always be a small 
core group of people who don’t 
forget and who will continue to 
hold them accountable for their 
behaviors. As U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara says…”there are 
always more to come”.
Nancy King is a freelance reporter.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com
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