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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834

Of Significance

Community Section .....................................................................................3
Calendar .....................................................................................................3
Creative Disruption ..................................................................................4
Cultural Perspective .................................................................................5
Health ..........................................................................................................6
Law ..............................................................................................................6
Movie Review ............................................................................................7
Music ...........................................................................................................8
Professions .................................................................................................8
Society .........................................................................................................9
Sports ........................................................................................................10
Eye On Theatre ........................................................................................10

Government Section ..................................................................................11
The Albany Correspondent ..................................................................11
Politics .......................................................................................................12
Legal Matters ...........................................................................................13
Redistricting ............................................................................................13

OpEd Section ...............................................................................................14
Ed Koch Commentary ..........................................................................14
Current Commentary ............................................................................16
Letters to the Editor ................................................................................16

Legal Notices ................................................................................................19 

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday 
to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the Internet: 
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Westchester 
OntheLevel. Join the conversation by calling  
1-347-205-9201. Please stay on topic.

 RADIO

914-562-0834



Page 3THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, JULY 19, 2012

CommunitySection
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
Our column’s floral 
expert, also known as my 
wife has noticed that it 
has been a beautiful year 
for hydrangea flowers, 
it’s true, and speaking of 

beauty let’s take a look at this week’s “News 
and Notes.”

The Hudson Valley Center for 
Contemporary Art’s exhibit, “CIRCA 
1986,” is ending on Sunday July 22nd so 
make sure to catch it while you can. This 
exhibit has been running since December of 
last year and looks at a decade of innovative 
work. It shows 65 artworks by 47 interna-
tional artists who were prosperous between 
1981 and 1991. For $2-$5 you can come 
experience an exciting decade where art 
was transformed. The HVCCA is located at 
1701 Main Street in Peekskill and is open 
Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 6pm.

The Caramoor Center for Music and 
the Arts is hosting many great events 
this summer including the string quartet 
Brooklyn Rider. This group has been called 
“genre-defying” as they perform music from 
classical to world music to rock. Brooklyn 
Rider’s debut at Caramoor will be on Friday 
July 20th at 8pm. I will be busy celebrating 
my youngest daughter’s 16th birthday so wish 
me luck on your way to this can’t miss event, 
call 914 232-1252 for more information.

This looks like a highflying event; the 
Katonah Museum of Art and the Harvey 
School are putting on a free Kite Festival 
on Saturday July 21st at 10am. The festival 
begins at the Katonah Museum where 
participants are invited to join the celebra-
tion by bringing a kite from home or making 
one in the KMA Learning Center. From 
the Museum, the group will head down the 
road to the Harvey School playing fields to 
watch stunt kite performances and learn 
tricks from professional kite flyers. Advance 
registration for the Kite Making Workshop 
is suggested.

Looking for a night out (and aren’t 
we all), then check out the special offer at 
The Horse and the Hound. Tuesdays at the 
Hound include half priced bottles of wine 
with dinner starting at 5pm. The Horse & 
Hound Inn is located at 94 Spring Street in 
South Salem.

My wife and I were lucky enough to 
catch the band Foreigner recently on their 
latest U.S. tour, and I must say they really 
sounded good, as to my wife’s chagrin, 
I belted out all their hit songs including 
“Cold As Ice,” “Juke Box Hero,” “Urgent” 
and “I Want To Know What Love Is,” the 
boys will hit our area on September 15th 
when they play the Paramount Center for 
the Arts in Peekskill.

“Fore…” the Boys and Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester is holding its 18th 
Annual Golf Tournament on Tuesday 
July 31st at Glen Arbor Golf Course in 
Bedford Hills. All proceeds generated from 
this fun event will go directly towards the 
Club’s programs and services. Registration 
will begin at 9:30am followed by a 10 am 
brunch buffet and an 11:30 am shotgun 
start. Tickets are available for $500 per 
golfer and sponsorships are available. For 
further information please contact Lisa 
Keogh at 914 666 8069 ext. 112.

I just love the name of this event, “Beer 
and Barnacles” at the Moderne Barn in 
Armonk on August 14th.

My girls and I recently enjoyed 
watching “Caddie Shack,” and of course the 
wonderful music by Kenny Loggins, well, 
the Grammy-winning singer is performing 
all his hits at the Paramount Center for the 
Arts on July 25th.

On Saturday August 4th come down 
to the Peekskill Stadium for “Home Run 
Derby for A Cause.” Hit a home run to 
benefit Support Connection, which provides 
free support services to people affected by 
breast and ovarian cancer. Only $25 per 
player for 10 hits and a $10 donation for 
spectators. To participate register by August 
1st by calling 914 962 6402, all participants 
will receive a free t-shirt and who doesn’t 
love a free t-shirt, and a fireworks extrava-
ganza show will follow the home run derby.

Birthday wishes go out this week to my 
youngest daughter Claire, who is turning 
sweet 16 and to her God mother Amy who 
is a just a little older…. see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, 
Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes  
from Northern Westchester
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By John F. McMullen
I know that it’s considered 
bad form to say “I told you 
so” – but I did! In post-
ings for years on my blog 
(johnmacrants.blogspot.
com); columns in The 
Westchester Guardian, on 

Techopedia, and elsewhere; in talks to confer-
ences (the most recent -- at Iona College on 
June 30, 2012), I’ve been preaching the “Gospel 
of Creative Disruption.” Technology is constantly 
impacting the world around us, usually “under 
the radar,” causing massive job loss, restructuring 
of institutions and businesses and requires under-
standing and long range planning.

The current political debate over unem-
ployment is a scam by professionals who 
either do or should know better. The attack 
on Governor Romney for “offshoring” 
(outsourcing jobs out of the country) is wrong-
headed. Bain Capital’s responsibilities were 
to its stockholders and one of the facts of life 
of the Global Economy is that firms, to be 
competitive, will find competent labor at the 
lowest possible cost. Neither Romney nor 
Bain invented offshoring and it is no more 
disreputable for them to employ it than it is for 
Apple, Levi Strauss, IBM, General Motors, 
or any other firm.

Likewise the attacks on President Obama 
are equally scandalous. The president can do 
little to create jobs, other than initiate massive 
public work projects --- and, in this political 
atmosphere, there is little to no chance of that.

What the leaders of the nation should 
be looking at is a solution to the growing 
problem of long-range unemployed, even 
unemployable Americans.

Unemployment has been caused by three 
factors: a staggering economy, offshoring, 
and technological innovation – and the 
most important of these is technological 
innovation.

The economy has largely recovered but it 
is in the best interests of many firms to, rather 
than add workers, install systems and equip-
ment that eliminate the need for workers, both 
new and presently employed. Such innovation 
improves efficiency and productivity, reduces 
cost, and eliminates common labor problems 
(union negotiating, sickness, poor perfor-
mance, etc.). For the first time in our history, 
an expanding economy does not necessarily 
mean added employment. A recent Forbes 
article, “Stunning Progress in Technology: 
The Death of Unskilled Labor” (http://www.
forbes.com/sites/singularity/2012/06/28/
stunning-progress-in-technology-the-death-
of-unskilled-labor/) on remarks made by 
Autodesk CEO Carl Bass points out that 
Canon has recently “announced plans to phase 
out human labor in most of its factories” and 
that Amazon has purchased a Robotics firm, 
Kiva, as a step toward “fully automating its 
warehouse operations.”

Offshoring is here to stay and, no matter 
what the presidential candidates say on the 
matter, the jobs, by in large, are never coming 
back to the US. New jobs may be created 
through innovation but, as long as labor is 
cheaper overseas, jobs that have relocated are 
never coming back. There is no way that US 
industry can compete using domestic labor if 
lower cost foreign labor is available.

It is technological innovation that fostered 
offshoring. Instant telecommunications 
allowed management of world wide busi-
nesses from any location with voice and video 
communication, e-mail electronic data inter-
change (EDI), and electronic funds transfer 
(EFT) are all part of the package.

All we have to do to recognize the impact 
of technological change is to critically examine 
the environment around us and consider the 
impact of the changes we see:

Every time we pay a bill on-line, there 
is no need for anyone at the utility, phone 

company, or department store to open enve-
lopes, input the payment to our account, or 
tally the payments for bank deposit.

The largest seller of music in the United 
States is the iTunes Store. In the last twenty 
years, first the neighborhood record stores 
and then the mega-stores, such as Tower 
Records have disappeared. Additionally, as we 
made the transition from CDs to mp3s, the 
cost of production was eliminated – once an 
mp3 is created, all that is needed is computer 
downloading.

The supermarkets and large stores such 
as home depot have instituted “customer self-
checkout.” As the use of this feature expands, 
more and more jobs will be lost.

Amazon now sells more electronic books 
than either hardcover or softcover, greatly 
reducing the need for book printing. It and 
Barnes & Noble also sell many printed titles 
by utilizing a “Print on Demand” (“POD”) 
function, reducing the need for inventory and 
warehousing.

Ordering merchandise from Amazon, LL 
Bean, Macy’s, Barnes & Noble, etc. eliminates 
the need for retail clerks and cashiers.

The use of digital cameras has eliminated 
the need for film sales and film processing 
and driven Kodak, the inventor of the digital 
camera, into bankruptcy.

This list could go on and on – I haven’t 
touched the use of robotics in factories or drone 
aircraft in combat (and soon to be in domestic 
surveillance), “E-Z Pass” systems on highways, 
etc. – but the point should be clear; technology 
innovations radically alter employment.

As an aside, it is worth noting that the 
examples listed above generally involve the 
tighter integration of the customer into the 
actual process. The customer initiates the bill 
payment, the purchase of goods, the checkout, 
etc. In exchange for taking on these activi-
ties, the customer receives convenience, lower 
pricing, etc. Without really thinking about it, 
we all become part of the job elimination wave.

Unfortunately, the commonly mentioned 
solution to this disruption, “retraining” is not 

an answer. Many of those displaced are too old, 
too uneducated, or simply too unintelligent to 
be retrained for jobs in the increasingly more 
complex technological world.

A further element of the problem is that 
the job loss will always be generational. Alan 
Kay is often quoted as saying “Technology is 
something invented after I was born.” The young 
growing up surrounded by technology under-
stand it intuitively while the older must be 
trained (A friend of mine’s 3 ½ year old grandson 
regularly initiates “Facetime” communications 
with him from his iPad. The same friend spent his 
afternoon teaching a 72 year old friend how to do 
the same thing; the older friend is afraid of making 
a mistake while the young have no trepidation).

An excellent op-ed piece by Thomas B. 
Edsall in the New York Times of Monday, 
July 9th, “The Hollowing Out” (http://campaign-
stops.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/07/08/
the-future-of-joblessness/?ref=opinion) 
on this issue, extensively quotes Erik 
Brynjolfsson, a professor at the M.I.T. 
Sloan School of Management, and Andrew 
McAfee, a research scientist at M.I.T.’s 
Center for Digital Business, the authors of 
“Race Against the Machine” (http://www.
economicsofinformation.com/) and a collec-
tion of accompanying essays and papers by 
the authors, on this issue, concluding with the 
statement “McAfee and Brynjolfsson argue 
that in a race against machines, humans will 
lose. In their view, ‘the key to winning the race 
is not to compete against machines but to compete 
with machines.’ The question, then, will be 
whether humans can adapt at anywhere near 
the pace needed to keep up.”

McAfee and Brynjolfsson do have 
suggestions for how we might adapt in their 
World Future Society article, “Thriving In The 
Automated Economy” (http://ebusiness.mit.
edu/erik/MA2012_Brynjolfsson_McAfee.
pdf). While these suggestions make a good 
deal of sense to me and open the debate, it 
seems to me that the most important element 
of dealing with the massive changes underway 
is to recognize them and be honest about 
them. Only then, can we deal with them.

I told you so!
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 

examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around us. 
These changers normally happen under our 
personal radar until we find that the world as 
we knew it is no more.

John F.McMullen has been involved in tech-
nology for over 40 years and has written about 
it for major publications. He may be found on 
Facebook and his current non-technical writing, a 
novel, “The Inwood Book” and “New & Collected 
Poems by johnmac the bard” are available on 
Amazon. He is a professor at Purchase College and 
has previously taught at Monroe College, Marist 
College, and the New School for Social Research.

 CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Interlude – The Jobs Scam
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Mama Africa
By SHERIF AWAD
Last February, I joined 
the curatorial team of 
the Luxor African Film 
Festival (LAFF), whose 
first edition commenced 
in the historical, Upper-

Egyptian city of Luxor. The aim of the 
festival was not only to screen African films 
but also to bring people and filmmakers 
from throughout Africa to Egypt, as well as 
Egyptians, after years of neglect during the 
reign of the former Mubarak regime. In order 
to initiate the dialogue between Luxor and 
other film festivals around the world, I invited 
Mahen Bonetti. Bonetti is the founder and 
executive director of the New York African 
Film Festival (NYAFF). NYAFF will cele-
brate its 20th edition next year. A few weeks 
later, I found myself attending the 2012 
edition of NYAFF in Lincoln Center along-
side Bonetti and another great film professor 
and curator, Richard Peña, the director of the 
Film Society of Lincoln Center. The NYAFF 
opening featured the screening of the docu-
mentary Mama Africa about the great African 
singer Miriam Makeba. Mama Africa was the 
attribution afforded Makeba; it should deserv-
edly also be afforded to Mahen Bonetti, who 
shouldered the gargantuan task of bringing 

African filmmakers from throughout Africa 
and from the African Diaspora to one unique 
venue annually.

Mahen Bonetti is a Sierra Leonean 
who has lived in the United States for the 
past twenty-five years. Her family had been 
active in Sierra Leone’s post- independence 
government, and when that government was 
overthrown, they were jailed for a period of 
time. Shortly thereafter, Mahen left Sierra 
Leone and traveled to Liberia where she 
lived for about a year as a ward of an uncle, 
who was active in the government there. 
Eventually she came to the United States and, 
after completing her studies, she worked in 
advertising and later for weekly news maga-
zine. She developed more of an interest in 

the arts when she met her husband, Luca, 
an art conservator. As a result of their bond, 
she became aware of universality of Africa’s 
influence and contribution to the demeanor of 
the arts and culture.

She was able to return to the land of her 
birth in 1980 only to become aware of harmful 
stereotypical perceptions and misconceptions 
that existed between Africa and the United 
States. The images of Africa most seen or 
known to Americans were those of starving 
children, despots, and natural calamities. It 
seemed like Africa was just one disaster zone. 
“I started to have this dream of bringing all 
African filmmakers to screen their films under 
a gigantic marquis opening across New York, 
and in places like Times Square. This is how 
the idea of NYAFF was born. In the 1990s, I 
started to work on realizing it… When I look 
back to the tasks I went through, I discovered 
that I was totally green and naïve. It was at a 
time before the start of the Internet revolution 
that facilitated the communication between 
the five continents. However, it was also the 
perfect time to give Africa a voice during 
the geopolitical situations that created activ-
ists out of the new rising African artists and 
filmmakers who were also advocating for 
humanity. I started to travel and to know more 
about the whole world by watching more 
films and attending more films in European 

and African festivals. When I used to attend 
big European festivals like Locarno in 
Switzerland, the homeland of my husband, I 
was hoping that one day we could have big 
screens like theirs in Africa”, she explains

Through NYAFF, Bonetti was keen to 
heighten the knowledge about Africa and 
its heritage by eliminating the mediocre 
and stereotypical conceptions about African 
magic, cannibalism and warfare. The first to 
help was the French National Cultural Center. 
I remember taking the train from Switzerland 
to Paris to meet them while I was pregnant 
with my first child. “On the road, I got this 
long distance phone call from my husband in 
New York who informed me that my mother 
had passed away in Sierra Leon. So it was a 
very emotional experience trying to create 
something after I lost someone very close”, 
remembers Bonetti who, after returning to 
the Big Apple, received the support of the 
Museum of Modern Art (MoMa), Lincoln 
Center and the Ford Foundation.

When I asked her about her experience 
at the Luxor Festival, Mahen started to laugh. 
“When I was at the hotel, I started to have 
these strange dreams and when I woke up, I 
felt that something went inside my body. You 
know we have these African beliefs similar 
to that of Egyptian heritage about reincar-
nation, and how the dead try to return from 

the afterlife…,” she says. “For the festival, I 
think it was a propitious time to start a festival 
in Luxor to connect Egypt with Africa once 
again. I think the Egyptian revolution is part of 
the winds of change that have and are taking 
place in many African countries. I remember 
how Egypt was connected to Africa during the 
years of President Gamal Abdel Nasser who 
was a true leader to Arabs and Africans”, she 
says.

Mahen has already started to work on 
the celebration of NYAFF’s 20th edition next 
year that will focus on women filmmakers, 
Africans in the Diaspora, and cinema from 
North African countries in addition to the 
highlights of festivals conducted during the 
past two decades.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Miriam Makeba. Mahen Bonetti.

Mahen Bonetti with Richard Peña.
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Continued on page 7

HEALTH

By SHANNON AYALA
When Ronisha Mciver lifted 
up her daughter’s arm at the 
podium of a Mount Vernon 
City Council meeting on July 
11th, the limb was covered in 
red marks that could be seen 

across the room. “I have to live with this every 
day,” she said. She, and her three children have 
been living with bedbugs, which has been on the 
rise in Westchester after an epidemic began in 
New York City a few years ago, as the Council 
President explained. 

Mciver’s home is a two-story, multi-
dwelling apartment house on the south side of 
Mount Vernon. The day after the hearing, the 
front door is open, there are swarms of flies in 
the hallways and some litter on the floors. There’s 
at least one hole in the wall, which is the size of 
a football, and large residential materials by a 
doorway. 

She takes the interview outside on the steps 
because of her dogs, which she has for protec-
tion but it’s partly why she doesn’t have cats, 
which she otherwise might use for the mice, the 
rodents that ate her laptop chord. She explains 
that the reason she is so tired is because she only 
got three to four hours of sleep because of the 
bedbugs, which she later indicates is normal in 
her household. She agrees that the common 
areas of the house are dirty and says she and one 
neighbor clean the halls constantly, the other 
tenants don’t help and maintenance comes “once 
in a blue moon.” She has marks up to her thighs 
though her daughter Saniyah appears to have it 
worse. 

As she told the Council, she has been to a 
doctor who told her the obvious, that she has 
an infestation problem. Her landlord told her to 
take care of the problem herself, by buying mate-
rials. Councilwoman Watts-Yedudah responded 
to this, “That would appear to be a violation. That 
shouldn’t happen.” She had Mciver speak to the 
Commissioner of the Buildings Department 
who was in the room. 

Mciver did buy the materials but to no avail. 
She also bought new furniture three or four 
times since she moved in three years ago. Prior 
to that she lived in Yonkers where her building 
of residence burnt down. She now pays partial 
rent and the rest is under Section 8-government 
(housing) funding. She was told by a Section 8 
employee that her case does not represent an 
“emergency move.” As she hopes this is not true, 
she plans to move as soon as possible: in fact she 
believes the entire building should be “gutted.”

The County’s Department of Health does 
not recognize bedbugs as a health issue (though 
they have information on their website); it 
is designated as a Building Department issue. 
Each municipality in Westchester has a 
Building Department and each one has its 
own scope and limitations. For example, the 
one in Mount Vernon doesn’t handle Bedbugs. 
However, according to the Department of 
Health, Department of Buildings doesn’t do an 
inspection but simply requires paperwork from 
landlords that show that a professional and 
appropriate company takes care of the issue. 

Ana Parks, who works on the Healthy Homes 
campaign of West Harlem Environmental 
Action, one of the first groups to take on the 
epidemic over the recent years, explains that the 
bedbug attacks mainly cause itchiness but could 
become infected from scratching. However, 
statewide, it is now being looked at as a mental 
health issue because it engenders phobia. Really, 
what is happening, according to the Westchester 
health website, is that “the bug penetrates the 
skin of its host with two hollow injector tubes. 
With one tube it injects its saliva, which contains 
anticoagulants and anesthetics, while the other 
tube withdraws the blood from its host.” 

Some people are more allergic to it than 
others, says Park, which could be why Saniyah 
has a more severe condition than her mother. 
It’s not that children are more susceptible, since 
sometimes the reverse happens. After Saniyah 
volunteers to show her arms and legs for photo-
graphs and spells her name, she smiles and says 

her birthday is on Monday. 
“She needs to move,” says Parks, (if it’s as 

bad as described), “and leave everything behind.” 
She says that not only is the landlord responsible 
to have the entire house exterminated but should 
also be taken to housing court.

Mciver has gotten rid of all her pajamas due 
to the items becoming infested but as for the 
clothes she wants to keep, Parks says she should 
put them in hot water, wrap them in plastic 
and keep them in transparent bins so that the 
bedbugs could be spotted. And further to catch 
them, she could leave empty tuna cans by the 
bedposts, which will somehow trap them, and 
put Vaseline on the wood post. She can even kill 
them with the heat of a hairdryer though she 
doesn’t recommend it in the summertime. 

Though according to Parks there might 
be fewer inspectors in Westchester than in 
New York City, “more is being done,” she says; 
“people are being educated.” She also indicates 
that Mciver did the right thing by contacting her 
City Council. 

Shannon Ayala is a Class of 2013 student at the 
CUNY Graduate School of Journalism. He also 
writes New York environmental news for www.
Examiner.com. His work can be found at www.
SEArchives.wordpress.com.

Saniyah’s arm.

Saniyah’s legs.

Ronisha Mciver at her home.

Sleepless Because of Bedbugs in a Mount Vernon Home

LAW

By HAROLD J. REYNOLDS
In March, 2010, the pastor of 
St Michael Church on West 
34th Street in Manhattan 
announced the June closing 
of 136-year old St Michael 
Academy, the Church’s high 

school located behind the Church on West 33rd 
Street. The closing was justified by the want of 

money and the decreasing number of students.
The school’s economic distress attracted the 

attention of the Department of Education of 
the City of New York (NYC DoE) who were 
in search of a facility for approximately 300 
Middle School students of the Clinton School 
for Writers & Artists that was causing the over-
crowding of P.S. 11, twelve bocks to the south of 
St Michael Academy.

The Church and the NYC DoE represent 
radically different educational philosophies 
with respect to the sexual education of children. 
The Church knew that state law required sex 
education for Middle School students morally 
condemned by the Catholic Church. Therefore 
the Church and the NYC DoE drafted a seven-
year lease providing for both the sex education 
of the students by the NYC DoE in compli-
ance with state law and the Church’s denial of 
the use of the school for sex education. The lease 
provided:

TENANT agrees that all Health Resource 
Room Services, the HIV/AIDS Curriculum, 

the current Family Living Curriculum covering 
sex education and any successor health educa-
tion curriculum covering sexuality shall be 
provided off-site to students at an alternate New 
York City Department of Education facility.

In March, 2010, the Church had an old 
insolvent school on a truck packed street 
between Ninth and Tenth Avenues. In July, it 
had the prospect of $11,544,000 of seven years 
of NYC DoE rent and an estimated $5,000,000 
to be spent by the NYC DoE for the much 
needed alterations of the school building.

The Church knew that in consequence of 

The Lease of St Michael Academy
Legal but Wrongful According to the Church’s Teaching

http://www.Examiner.com
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http://www.SEArchives.wordpress.com
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LAW

The Lease of St Michael Academy

its execution of the lease, Middle School chil-
dren would be subject to the state mandated sex 
education condemned as morally wrongful by 
the Church. By signing that lease, the Church 
triggered that education and hence the Church 
acted wrongfully.

Second, the duty of the Church to refrain 
from causing that forbidden sex education was 
not discharged by the Church’s denial in the 
lease of the use of the school for sex education. 
Its ethical duty included the duty to withhold its 
cooperation with the NYC DoE with respect 
to the NYC DoE’s giving of that sex education. 
Instead, the Church gave that cooperation to the 
NYC DoE in the following way.

The Church’s denial in the lease of the use 
of the school for sex education was linked in the 
lease with its agreement with the NYC DoE’s 
undertaking to provide that education to the 
students at another NYC DoE facility. In the 
absence of that undertaking by the NYC DoE 
to provide that education to the students at 
another NYC DoE facility, the Church’s denial 
of the use of the school for sexual education, 
standing alone, would have constituted an illegal 
condition because it would have violated the 
state’s mandatory sex education law. The lease 
would have been absolutely void because of that 
illegality. By agreeing with the NYC DoE to the 
latter’s provision of an alternative site for the sex 
education of the students, the Church directly 
and proximately cooperated with the NYC 
DoE in the latter’s teaching of the sex education 
condemned by the Catholic Church. 

Third, the desire of the Church for the 
considerable economic benefits to it under the 
lease is surely not a justification assertable by it for 
enabling the NYC DoE to teach Middle School 
children the sex education roundly condemned 
by the Church. This decision of the Church in 
favor of money fixes the mind, for behind it 
one detects not only a lack of will to forego the 
opportunity for the desirable NYC DoE lease 
but the Church’s pedestrian judgment, contrary 
to the teaching of the Catholic Church, that the 
moral risk to the children in the state’s manda-
tory sex education was not a substantial risk, 
otherwise the Church surely would not have 
engaged in the execution of the lease.

Harold J. Reynolds earned a degree in Juris Prudence 
from New York University School of Law. He was 
admitted to practice in New York State, the Supreme 
Court of the United states and local federal courts. 
He is the author of articles, book reviews, letters to 
the editor: Times Literary Supplement (TLS), 
New York Law Journal, New York University 
Law Review, New York State Bar Journal, Trial 
Judges Journal, The Nation, London Review of 
Books, the Forward, Journal News, Daily News, 
Scarsdale Inquirer, NthPosition, and The Westchester 
Guardian.

Continued from page 6

Movie Review:  
“The Amazing Spider-Man” (+)

I normally don’t like cartoon movies, which I 
consider this picture to be, but I actually thought 
this one was interesting.

Andrew Garfield, who in real life is 
28-years-old, is a little too old to play the role 
of Spider-Man, a high school student with a 
teenage girlfriend, Gwen (Emma Stone). But 
that doesn’t affect the movie. 

The picture begins by telling the story of 
Peter’s early life. It focuses on his childhood 
when his father and mother suddenly left him 
in the custody of his Uncle Ben (Martin Sheen) 
and Aunt May (Sally Field). It also shows Peter 
visiting his dad’s former laboratory partner, Dr. 
Curt Connors (Rhys Ifans), who is missing his 

right arm. We later learn that Peter’s father and 
Connors, both scientists, were hoping to discover 
a way for the human body to reproduce new 
limbs, the way some animals do, e.g. lizards. 

Peter is bitten by a spider at the lab. 
Suddenly he is able to jump to enormous heights 
and hurl silk cords from wrist devices enabling 
him to swing through the streets of New York 
City. When Dr. Connors begins experimenting 
with drugs, the film turns into a version of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. He turns into a lizard when 
taking the drugs and reverts back to a human 
when he stops them. An extended fight to the 
death takes place between Dr. Connors as the 
lizard and Spider-Man. 

I think you will enjoy this film. The acting 
is excellent and the special effects are brilliant. (I 
saw it in 3D). You can expect sequels. 

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

Movie Review: “Savages” (-)
The script of this film, directed by Oliver 

Stone, is based on a book of the same title. 
Stone is a very talented and successful artist 
who has directed many wonderful movies. Two 
of my favorites are “Platoon” and “Wall Street.” 
Unfortunately, I thought “Savages” was a trashy 
picture not worthy of Stone’s involvement.  

The plot involves two friends living in 
Laguna Beach, California: Chon (Taylor Kitsch), 
a special forces guy back from Afghanistan, and 
Ben (Aaron Johnson) a botanist. They grow 
and sell high-quality marijuana made from 
Afghan seeds smuggled into the United States 
by Chon. In addition to using the services of a 
“dirty” D.E.A. agent, Dennis (John Travolta), a 
Mexican cartel offers to partner with them. The 
cartel is led by Elena (Salma Hayek) whose chief 
enforcer is Lado (Benicio Del Toro).

The story is narrated by O (Blake Lively), 
with whom Chon and Ben live. Both men also 
share a bed with the O, short for Ophelia.

I enjoy films that contain violence, blood 
and gore. I’m not squeamish when watching 
movies like Sam Peckinpah’s “Straw Dogs” 
or Robert Rodriquez’s “El Mariachi,” which 
I thought were works of art. The violence in 
“Savages,” however, is not only extreme but also 
unbelievable as presented. The movie for me was 
more cartoon than real. 

I recently watched an interview of Stone 
and the principal actors on the Charlie Rose 
show. The cast conveyed that working with 
Stone was a life-changing experience. Taken by 
their enthusiasm and description of the movie, 
I decided to see it. I should have known better. 
What made me think the cast would tell the 
truth about this picture which, in my opinion, is 
improbable, excessive and overall a bad film.

Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn more: 
http://www.mayorkoch.com/. The Honorable 
Edward Irving Koch served as a member of 
Congress from New York State from 1969 
through 1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Ad Sales Position for Print Media
Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester.  

Must have experience and must have car with clean driver’s license.

• Full time position.  • Must live in Westchester.  • Good Pay and Bonus Structures.  
Looking to hire immediately.

Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview  •  Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.

http://www.mayorkoch.com/
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A Heady and All Instrumental Guitar Delight. 
Rating: 8

Sonny Landreth is well known for his 
dynamic Louisiana styled guitar playing, but on 
this his eleventh solo outing, Landreth not only 
gives us eleven all-instrumental songs where 
he takes to musical areas that are somewhat 
different from anything he’s done prior. First and 
foremost Landreth utilizes strings on five tracks, 
you heard me right, as Sam Broussard of Steve 
Riley and the Mamou Playboys handles the 
arrangements that are performed by members 
of Louisiana’s Acadiana Symphony Orchestra 
conducted by their music director Mariusz 
Smolij. I certainly wasn’t expecting anything like 
this from Sonny, but I marveled at the dreamy 
results. All songs were written by Mr. Landreth, 
and he produced this fine disc too. 

That being said there’s something here for 
everyone as Landreth and company meander 
through rock, zydeco, and country, hints of jazz 
and even reggae, where it’s seamless and at times 
gorgeous and breathtaking. The opening track 
features guest guitar god Joe Satriani on “Gaia 
Tribe;” it’s also one of the strings tracks, and man 
it’s a beauty with all the guitar antics you’d prob-
ably imagine and more! “Heavy Heart Rising” is 
pretty and offers multiple changes and has scenic 
imagery. The country like “Wonderide” is such 
and romps along smartly. “Passionola” features 
Austin’s legendary guitarist “Eric Johnson and 
it’s another guitar delight. “Letting Go” starts 
gently, and eventually takes off, then lands softly, 
it’s a marvelous and well crafted tune. The perky 
title track has good tempo, but wouldn’t had been 
my title track selection. The somewhat spacey 

“Brave New Girl” is mesmerizing that mean-
ders through fascinating moods. The reggae like 
“Forgotten Story” also adds Robert Greenridge’s 
steel drums, but in the end I found it a bit odd 
sounding. The hi-speed “Reckless Beauty” 
romps and finds Landreth sliding intensely and 
passionately over the vamp. The album closes on 
a somber note with “Opening Sky” with strings 
and it’s an intriguing way to bring down the 
curtain on this excellent recording. 

With the sense of adventure here I have 
to give Landreth high marks for attempting to 
make a recording of this caliber and style. He 
pulls it off showing that he can fit in and blend 
within all that’s offered here, where there’s always 
new guitar sounds evolving. And he does it with 
charm and makes it sound seamless, not an easy 
task. This isn’t your typical Sonny Landreth 
album, but for me it’s his best, and I look forward 

to more of these stylistic recordings from 
Landreth as he seemingly feels comfortable and 
contented making albums like this one. Bravo!

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Sonny Landreth “Elemental Journey” 
Landfall Records

PROFESSIONS

By RICH MONETTI
The rise of the Kindle in 2008 has 
left the publishing industry in a 
state of uncertainty. Immersed 
in that environment, young adult 
novelist Staton Rabin lost both 

her long time Simon and Schuster editor and 
her agent, while the fluidity of the Irvington resi-
dent’s bottom line and publishing possibilities 
were subjected to similar doubt. This obviously 
put her on a scramble to add supplemental 
incomes streams she had long established as 
a freelance writer and a screenplay analyst. 
Luckily, her youthful passion for photography 

(and working knowledge of filmmaking) would 
suddenly illuminate above her and lead to yet 
another career as a photojournalist. The typical 
appearance of the vacuum encased filament was 
not the case here, but it was close.

“I got up in the middle of the night, tripped 
over some books and landed head first on the 
radiator,” she says.

Ambulance ride aside, the picture didn’t 
immediately emerge. It was the onset of vertigo 
that was among the factors that focused her 
future. “I found that the treatment for vertigo 
is the same sort of thing that a camera does,” 
contended Rabin.

Both require you to fix a point on the wall 
and execute a series of exercises that makes the 
world seem straight. “It helped me recalibrate 
my balance,” advised Rabin.

She became reacquainted with this concept 

as she innocently began taking pictures with 
her cell phone. So with all those forces slowly 

colliding, she recognized the opportunity and 
upgraded to a camera.

While the 21st Century no longer required 
a darkroom, the digital age left her lacking. “I 
had to get my technical skills up to the level of 
my creative skills,” said Rabin, who’s most note-
worthy novel, Betsy and the Emperor, is a fictitious 
account of Napoléon’s final days on St. Helena.

Rabin got up to speed by approaching her 
education as a job. Going out everyday and 
taking at least a hundred pictures, she says, “I 
began to treat it as I’d been given an assignment 
and would be with the other photographers 
from the newspapers.”

That said, she had no intention of earning an 
actual paycheck until she felt her work was up to 
a level that demanded compensation. Entering 
photography contests was her way of gauging 

her progress. “I ultimately placed in seven major 
contests,” noted Rabin, mention that included 
National Geographic and the 2011 Photographer’s 
Forum Spring Contest

She officially saw the writing – all one 
thousand words – on the wall through the 
encouragement of New York Times Photographer 
Librado Romero. Knowing Rabin from a 
story the Times did on her writing, his letter of 
support of her new endeavor made all the differ-
ence. “After that day I felt ten feet tall and the 
very next day I went out and took a picture that 
ended up in National Geographic.

From there, the drill of getting invited 

to events as a photographer now came with 
the possibility of pursuing payment. The first 
instance of this was an appearance earlier this 

West Point Drill Team.Siberian Tigers at The Bronx Zoo rub heads.Staton Rabin wearing a black coat Dancer Coralie at a 2011 circus event to 
benefit Educated Canines Assisting with 

Disabilities (ECAD) in Dobbs Ferry, NY.

Irvington Author Staton Rabin Surmounts Publishing Downturn Through Photojournalism

http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NY 
-- Following last week’s slaughter of 
nearly 500 Canada geese from Sprain 
Lake Golf Course, The Humane 
Society of the United States is calling 
on Westchester County to adopt a 
more humane and scientific wild-
life management program to resolve 
conflicts with geese.

In a letter to Westchester County 
Executive Robert Astorino, Parks 
Commissioner Kathleen O’Connor, 
and Board of Legislators, The HSUS’ 
New York State Director Patrick 
Kwan offered to work with the county 
to develop a long-term, non-lethal 
management plan to discourage geese 
from congregating at golf courses and 
other park facilities.

“Conflicts with wildlife can be 
effectively resolved using humane, long-term 
and noncontroversial solutions, and should not 
result in a death sentence for the animals,” said 
Patrick Kwan, New York state director for The 
HSUS. “This indiscriminate slaughter of wildlife 
is inhumane, ineffective and not supported by 
science. It is the wrong way to address the goose 
population, especially when more humane and 
scientific solutions exist.”

Comprehensive humane goose manage-
ment programs are currently working in 
communities across the country where wild 
geese and people share public spaces. These 
goose management programs are making parks, 
golf courses and other public spaces less attrac-
tive to geese by discouraging the public from 
feeding wildlife, modifying habitats, treating 
eggs to prevent population growth through 
humane protocols, training by The HSUS, and 
ongoing research and monitoring to assess and 
refine techniques for effectiveness.

The HSUS offers extensive resources, 

training and expert assistance for developing 
programs to humanely reduce conflicts with 
geese and other wild animals. Learn more at 
humanesociety.org/wildneighbors.

Facts
Killing geese merely opens habitat for other 

geese to fill. The answer is to treat the problem 
at the source – make public areas undesir-
able habitat to the birds while preventing flock 
growth with egg addling programs.

A May 2012 three-part Sacramento Bee 
investigative report documented the inhu-
mane and indiscriminate methods the USDA 
Wildlife Services employs to trap, poison, shoot, 
gas and otherwise kill more than half million 
target animals since 2006, and accidentally kill 
more than 50,000 non-target animals in the 
process, from domestic dogs to golden eagles to 
black bears. 

For more information about humanely 
solving conflicts with Canada geese, visit: 
humanesociety.org/geese_tips

Follow The HSUS on Twitter. See our work 

for animals on your Apple or Android device by 
searching for our “Humane TV” app.

The Humane Society of the United States is the 
nation’s largest animal protection organization – 
backed by 11 million Americans, or one of every 28. 
For more than a half-century, The HSUS has been 

fighting for the protection of all animals through 
advocacy, education, and hands-on programs. 
Celebrating animals and confronting cruelty—on 
the web at humanesociety.org.

year of famed Kabuki Dancer Bando Kotojiat at 
the Japanese Society in New York City.

Her fellow photographers couldn’t help but 
notice the novice as they informed that turning 
off the sound of the beeping camera was the 
proper etiquette. Additionally, their many years 
of paid experience certainly put her at a disad-
vantage but being set in their certain journalistic 
ways have translated to her advantage.

So, in this case, the Times would of course 
run the typical photo of the dancers drop-
ping their heavenly steps. Admittedly beautiful 

images, she says, but her out of the box approach 
brought home what she believed to be the best 
image of the night.

With the Kotojiat about to emerge from 
the wings, his glowing white made up face stood 
in stark contrast to the dark backdrop. “It was 
like a moon floating in the black sky,” she says.

Work like this earned her a position as a 
freelance photojournalist for ZUMA Press, 
which has her photos finding homes with 
outlets like Getty, AP and MSNBC. But the 
desperation of not finding a destination for her 
work is not familiar to her. “Because I started to 
sell my work only when I knew I was ready,” she 

says, “I haven’t experienced that frustration.”
Still, photography does put her in a posi-

tion to carry an abundant load. “I don’t go out 
without my camera and the Canon lens is pretty 
heavy,” she says.

Willing to bear the burden, she says, 
“Because the moment you leave the house 
without it, something happens and you just can’t 
stand it.”

The last time was just before a quick walk 
to the deli when she was faced with a sight 
Irvington rarely sees. I mean, she says, “How 
often do you see a frog sitting on the sidewalk 
looking up at you,” she says.

Something she doesn’t have to worry about 
anymore – thus leaving her always in position to 
be challenged by a moment. “I find photography 
is a tremendous brain exercise,” she says.

“Who’s your audience? Is it newsworthy 
for the outlet in mind? Does the picture tell the 
story within the proper context? And all the 
technological considerations,” she says…, “It 
takes total concentration.”

It sounds like it is enough to make one’s 
head hurt, but that’s obviously proven to be a 
good thing for Rabin.

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance 
writer covering Westchester County since 2003. 
Peruse his work at www.monetti.blogspot.com.

WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY 
FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

INVITES YOU TO GIVE YOUR CHILDREN A CONTEMPORARY 
JEWISH HUMANIST EDUCATION

COME TO OUR OPEN HOUSE RECEPTION
•  Sunday, July 29, 4 PM, at the Community Unitarian 

Church, 468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains
•  Meet our Rabbi Frank Tamburello, teacher David Glukh, 

as well as other parents
•  Find out how our students learn about Jewish holidays, 

music, history, heroes and heroines, and prepare for 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah

For more information contact Dmitry Turovsky at  
914-713-8828 or Aristophil@yahoo.com,  
or visit www.wchj.org

PROFESSIONS

Irvington Author Staton Rabin Surmounts Publishing Downturn Through Photojournalism
Continued from page 8

SOCIETY

The Humane Society of the United States Condemns Geese Slaughter in Westchester
Urges Humane and Effective Solution

http://HSUS.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?94x3522469x3513727
http://HSUS.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?94x3522468x3513726
http://HSUS.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?94x3522467x3513725
http://HSUS.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?94x3522462x3513720
http://HSUS.pr-optout.com/Url.aspx?94x3522466x3513724
http://www.monetti.blogspot.com
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ARMONK, NY -- Besting a national field of 
136 fencers in her age category, 13-yer-old Sylvie 
Binder earned the gold medal capping a season 
in which she earned a spot as one of the top ten 
young fencers in the country for her age and 
weapon (foil). This was Binder’s top finish in a 
competition since she began fencing almost six 
years ago.

In the gold medal bout, Binder defeated 

Rachel Zhang (11) who hailed from the Boston, 
Massacusetts area.

The overall results of the tournament can 
be found at: www://usfencingresults.com/
jul-sn-y12-womens-foil/.

Binder is coached by Oleg Brusilovsky. She 
trains at the Fencing Academy of Westchester 
in Hawthorne, NY and at the Armonk Fencing 
Club in Armonk, NY.

Sylvie Binder Takes Gold
 SPORTS

By JOHN SIMON
The quasi-biographical musical 
“Fela!” is back again, and what 
a worthy return it is! Whether 
you have seen it before or not, 
here is what you need to know.

The Nigerian Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti (1938-97) was a firebrand, 
icon, musician, composer, performer and trou-
blemaker par excellence. I reviewed this show, 
largely by and wholly about him, twice: Off 
Broadway and again upon its Broadway transfer.

Fela fought the various corrupt and tyran-
nical regimes of Nigeria not only through his 
music, lyrics and performances (some 70 albums 
and worldwide tours with a company of 80), but 

also with his courage and endurance as founder 
of a populist shrine and movement, enduring 
200 arrests, beatings and worse.

“Fela!” was conceived by Bill T. Jones (who 
also directed and choreographed), Jim Lewis 
and Stephen Hendel, with a book by Lewis and 
Jones, Fela’s music and lyrics, arrangements by 
Aaron Johnson (also trombonist) and his nine-
piece Afrobeat band. There are additional music 
by Johnson and Jordan McLean, and additional 
lyrics by Lewis and Jones.

What emerges in 2 ½ all-too-short hours 
is a fictionalized performance at Fela’s Nigerian 
shrine, about to be suppressed by a local dictator. 

The show largely retells Fela’s life in a somewhat 
idealized, but hardly plaster-saint version. So his 
AIDS is not mentioned, and his 27 wives are 
slightly reduced in number.

But what we do get is as close to 

overwhelming as is possible this side of chaos. 
There are, beyond the principals, some twenty-
odd singer-dancers, performing splendid vocal 
and terpsichorean feats. They create an audiovi-
sual world that, spilling over into the audience, 
wholly embraces and immerses us. The band 
alone produces music ranging from the artful to 
the near-barbaric that gets into our head, heart 
and limbs, and never lets go.

The superb designer Marina Draghici has 
created an effective two-tier set, which gener-
ates some wonderfully hyper real images with 
the help of Peter Nigrini’s tumultuous projec-
tions of everything from flashy supertitles to 
rousing crowd scenes. Draghici’s costumes, 
incorporating African elements, are not only 
more colorful than a double rainbow, but also 
stunningly shaped, with especially spectacular 
headdresses.

All this is made more infectious by Robert 
Wierzel’s lighting, which contributes, besides 
lavish colors upon colors, also, when it turns 
subdued, highly suggestive chiaroscuro and 
haunting silhouettes. The Yoruba godheads, the 
Orizas, benefit especially from Wierzel’s way of 
haloing and highlighting, creating a system to 
rival the solar.

Though at some performances one of two 
other doubtless talented men takes over, the 
main Fela is Sahr Ngaujah, a wonder in his 
own right. He has been filling this extremely 
demanding role for four years of touring the 
world over without losing an iota of his inten-
sity, versatility and charm. As before, he not 
only enacts and embodies, he somehow actually 
transcends his part. On top of speaking, singing, 
and dancing superlatively, he also plays, or bril-
liantly fakes playing, a killer saxophone. Above 
all, he gets the audience to participate verbally, 
singingly and swayingly in the proceedings—an 
animator extraordinaire.

Fine too is Paulette Ivory as a favorite wife, 
and, as Fela’s inspirational mother, the wise 
Funmilayo—whom the dictator’s police defenes-
trated but whose spirit survives and guides her 
son—Melanie Marshall is the best singer yet to 
undertake that role. Ismail Kunyate and Gelan 
Lambert are again the near-miraculous chief 

dancers, but many talented others are not far 
behind.

Final praise must go to Bill T. Jones for 
his choreography, coming up with a glitter-
ingly inexhaustible richness of movement that 
manages to remain plausibly African and yet 
encompass enormous variety and sophistication, 
nicely avoiding the monotony that would set 
in from lesser hands, or feet. So I hope to have 
convinced you: go see!

Photos of Fela! by and courtesy of Bruce Glikas.

Cole Porter’s musical “Nymph Errant” 
comprises one of his very best scores. That it has 
never made it to Broadway is incomprehensible 
bordering on imbecile. Therefore it is to the 
plucky but not deep-pocketed Prospect Theater 
Company’s immense credit that they have given 
it to us in a reasonable facsimile.

It is now adapted with a new libretto by 
Rob Urbinati, based on Romney Brent’s original 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Winners – Fela! and Nymph Errant

Kevin Mambo as Fela Anikulapo 
Kuti and the cast of Fela!

The cast of Fela!cast of Fela!

Sahr Ngaujahas as Fela Anikulapo Kuti in Fela!

Kevin Mambo as Fela Anikulapo 
Kuti and the cast of Fela!

Company of Cole Porter’s Nymph Errant.

(L-R): Jennifer Blood and Sorab Wadia.
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Little Feat
Wed.  August 15
With Special Guest 
Amy Lennard
Underwritten by Ridgefield Pet
With Signature hits “Dixie
Chicken,” “Fat Man in the 
Bathtub” and more!

THE RIDGEFIELD
PLAYHOUSE

Rickie
Lee

Jones
Friday July 27
A special evening of 

reminiscing, telling tales,
and of course, her biggest

hits including 
“Chuck E.’s in Love”DOYLE COFFIN ARCHITECTURE

SINGER SONGWRITER SERIES

Galactic
Fri.  August 10
With Special Guest Corey Glover
of Living Colour
The funk and jazz band straight
from New Orleans with their
new album Carnivale Electricos

80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT
(203)438-5795

 www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org

SU
MM

ER

Chris Robinson
Brotherhood
Thurs. August 23
A great night of bluesy 
psychedelic rock! With their
new album Blue Moon Ritual.

su
m
m
er
/fa

ll

Michael McDonald
Tues. September 11
With hits “I Keep Forgettin’”
“Takin’ It To The Streets and
more!
Gold Circle Meet & Greet tickets
available.

DOYLE COFFIN ARCHITECTURE
SINGER SONGWRITER SERIES

Joy Behar
Fri. September 14
A night of funny stories & 
political satire. Joy doing what
she does best! 

Tommy Emmanuel
Thurs. September 20
Blazing, flawless, and 
spectacular are how you 
describe performances by 
this guitar legend!

Peter Yarrow & 
Paul Stookey
Fri. September 21
Celebrating 50 Years of Peter, 
Paul and Mary
A tribute to Mary Travers 
featuring the trio’s biggest hits!ROCK SERIES

ROCK SERIESROCK SERIES

ROCK SERIESROCK SERIES

ROCK SERIESROCK SERIES

ROCK SERIESROCK SERIES

RP 2.206x10 ad_Layout 1  7/13/12  5:09 PM  Page 1

 THEATRE

Winners – Fela! and Nymph Errant

(L-R): Andrew Brewer, Amy Jo Jackson, Aubrey 
Sinn, Sorab Wadia, Sara Jayne Blackmore, 

and Laura Cook in Nymph Errant.

Cady Huffman.
(L-R): Andrew Brewer and Jennifer Blood.

libretto, in turn based on James Laver’s novel. 
Considering Prospect’s shoestring budget, Brian 
Prather’s décor and Whitney Locher’s costumes 
deserve commendation for inventiveness and wit. 
So too do the arranger-orchestrator Frederick 
Alden Terry, the musical director James Bassi 

(assisted by four able instrumentalists) and the 
director-choreographer Will Pomerantz.

This is the amusing story of Eve, a highly 
moral British schoolgirl encouraged upon 
graduation by her finishing-school teacher to 
experiment via travels all over Europe as a sort 

of errant nymph, managing to retain her repeat-
edly endangered innocence -- ultimately against 
her own wishes --through Switzerland, France 
(various locations), Austria, Venice, Athens and 
even a Turkish harem. This involves her with a 
bunch of saucy fellow schoolgirls, a couple of 
lesbians, and a number of more or less predatory 
males—most of them hilariously incarnated by 
Sorab Wadia—until she safely returns to Oxford 
and her designated mate.

A major appeal is the presence, in four 
roles, of the beloved Cady Huffman. No longer 
the svelte blonde bombshell of “The Producers” 
and “Will Rogers Follies,” she is now a brunette 
of additional weight and years, but also with 
tremendous comic expertise, a good singing 
voice, and altogether a joy.

Other cast members are a mixed bag, 
though almost all with something to recom-
mend them. So Jennifer Blood, as the heroine, 
has her singing; so Aubrey Sinn has her good 

looks and personality; etc., etc. If you approach 
the show without erring on the side of exag-
gerated expectations, and easefully revel in its 
numerous good points, you will not depart 
“Nymph Errant” disappointed.

Photos of Nymph Errant by Lee Wexler and courtesy 
of Images for Innovation.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson 
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera News, 
Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com

Continued from page 10

GOVERNMENTSection
Klein’s GOP Line

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY -- Senator 
Jeff Klein has picked up the 
endorsement from Bronx GOP 
Chairman Jay Savino.

According to Savino, 
Klein, who serves as leader of 

the four-member Independence Democratic 
Conference, came to The Bronx Republicans 
and asked for their endorsement.

“I almost fell on the floor,” the chairman 
recalled. “(Klein) came and sat with the 
committee and spoke to us about what he’s 
been doing with the IDC. He went from being 
one of the most disliked officials in the Bronx 
Republicans’ eyes to one of the more liked and 
respected.”

Klein filed petitions to run on four lines 
in the November general election: Republican, 
Democratic, Independence and Working 

Families. This is the first time he is running on 
Row B.

Klein was elected to the Senate in 2004 to 
fill the seat of former GOP Sen. Guy Velella, 
who lost his seat after pleading guilty to federal 
corruption charges.

The Republicans backed Klein’s fellow 
Assembly Democrat, Stephen Kaufman, 
who pledged to caucus with them if he was 
elected. But Kaufman lost both the GOP and 
Democratic primaries.

Klein went on to win the general election, 
beating Kaufman on the Conservative and 
Independence lines, and John Fleming, a retired 
police detective who coordinated security opera-
tions for former NYC Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, 
on the Republican line.

Minority Fender Bender
Senate Minority Leader John Sampson was 

uninjured after his car collided with a parked 
vehicle early this morning in Brooklyn

Sampson was driving to work in his state-
issued Ford Taurus at around 4:00 a.m. Yes, 

Sampson normally drives at these early morning 
hours heading to court to get a jump on his day.

Sampson swerved to avoid what he thought 
was an obstruction in the road and hit a parked 
vehicle, which thereby resulted in that car hitting 
two additional parked cars.

He immediately called 911, his spokesman 
advised.

No violations were issued and no breath test 
was given.

The Democratic leader stayed at the scene 
until it was cleared; at 7:30 that morning.

The Senate was immediately informed of 
the incident.

Elder Senator to Retire
GOP State Senator Owen Johnson, 

who had previously vowed to seek reelection 
amid rumors that he might not seek reelec-
tion, surprisingly confirmed those rumors after 
submitting petitions to be on the ballot again.

The move will allow Mr. Johnson to select a 

 THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

Continued on page 12

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Republican replacement of his choosing to face 
off against Democratic county legislator Ricardo 

Montano.
“Suffolk GOP chairman John J. LaValle, 

Islip GOP leader Frank Cantone and Babylon 
GOP Chair Anthony Pancella will meet 
over the weekend to decide on a replacement, 
according to a high-level party source,” Newsday 
wrote, naming Assemblyman Philip Boyle and 

Suffolk County Legislator Thomas Cilmi as 
leading replacement candidates.

The exit of Mr. Johnson, an ally of the 
Suffolk County Democratic organization, will 
also mean that the local Democratic Party can 
consolidate around Mr. Montano.

Senate Democrats are trying to regain 

control of the chamber through the November 
elections.

Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The 
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.

Continued from page 11

Klein’s GOP Line
 THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

POLITICS

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – A non-
aggression pact has been 
consummated to return 
New York State Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(right) and New York State 
Assemblymember Shelley 

Mayer (left) to their respective office. The non-
aggression pact reveals former Nick Spano’s 
(center) hand in controlling these disparate 
seats to serve Nick Spano’s vision. Nick Spano’s 
vision is self serving, devoid of any concern 
over whether he has pushed the sensibilities of 
Republicans or Democrats, or even the lesser 
known parties. He seems uncaring over whether 
he has riled people or not. It’s all about Nick!

Human nature is the Achilles’ heel that 

permits the Nick Spano vision to succeed beyond 
every political party standard. It is campaign 
finance that has moved both incumbent and 
aspiring candidates ever closer knowingly or not 
to serving Nick Spano. The catalyst is money, or 
rather the need for money. There is never enough 
money to sustain an incumbent in office. Just 
like beauty, the young have the edge. In politics, 
while beauty helps, it is money that wins the day. 
Money buys the consultants, amasses the fund 
raising prowess to which a non-aggression pact 
makes moot today, but serves to embellish pros-
pects for a future in which money is the trump 
card.

So thank you Nick Spano for outsmarting 
the Republicans and affording the Democrats 
a win. Let’s face it; Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousin is a formidable incumbent. She moved 

ably within the Senate hierarchy 
to have built a respected reputa-
tion with no demerits that would 
diminish her power base or cause 
others to look askance at her 
achievements while in office.

Assemblymember Shelley 
Mayer is a more complicated 
character. She is doubly blessed. 
She succeeded former NYS 
Assemblyman Mike Spano in a 
Special Election called for upon 
his acceding to the Office of 
Mayor of Yonkers. The Yonkers 
Republican City Committee 
had a Nick Spano/Mike Spano 

supporter who was part of the advertising 
endorsement effort advocating for Mike Spano’s 
election effort for mayor stand in to oppose 
Shelley Mayer. A day after petitions to stand for 
office were filed, Ms Meyer’s so-called “oppo-
nent” had a family concern which deflected her 
concerns elsewhere. Her political intentions were 
dashed. She was no longer a contender. Shelley 

Meyer ran unopposed for the office of New York 
State Assembly.

Let no one misconstrue the intent of 
this article. It is meant to shame the Yonkers 
Republican City Committee and its Chair, John 
Jacono who has deemed it appropriate to not 
find a viable candidate by whom both incum-
bents would be tested for the benefit of the 
voters. Did Mr Jacono forget that if there is no 
credible candidate to challenge the opposition 
it is his responsibility to run for office? Perhaps 
he is conflicted as to whether to run for NYS 
Senator or NYS Assembly. 

The founding fathers and mothers [too 
often overlooked] bequeathed America with a 
two-party system founded on a fairness doctrine 
affording the voter a checks and balance 
approach to issues for the respective parties. That 
Nick Spano and his surrogates consider it within 
their purview to dismantle this unique American 
dynamic with a non-aggression pact is testimony 
to how far we, as a society, have come in permit-
ting our system to be dismantled in diminishing 
increments. “We The People” have been witness 
to thefts that have been accomplished before our 

very eyes.
Can Yonkersites afford our birthright to 

be ripped from our very being by those whose 
rights do not permit their theft of our progeny 
and us? Who are these self-proclaimed gods? 
How much longer must we suffer their tyranny 
and disrespect? 

Why is there silence from the other parties? 
Why does Westchester County not weigh in on 
this behavior? 

Chairman John Jacono should resign his 
office; he certainly does not abide by the tenets 
required of him. 

Why do we not hear a peep from Yonkers 
City Council Minority Leader John Larkin, or 
former Yonkers City Council Minority Leaders 
Liam McLaughlin and John Murtagh, and 
Yonkers Councilwoman Dee Barbato? Where 
is former mayoral candidate Richard Martinelli 
on this issue? Does Westchester County Board 
Legislator Gordon Borrows have anything to 
say? How about Bernice Spreckman? I don’t 
hear anything. Do you?

Why?
Thanks Nick!

No Opposition; Thanks Nick! 

Andrea Stewart-CousinsNick Spano

Assemblymember Shelley Mayer

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-aggression_pact
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-aggression_pact
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/06/former-senator-nick-spano-pleads-for-leniency-by-hezi-aris.html
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/andrea-stewart-cousins
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/03/nick-spano-convalescing-after-receiving-stent-implant-by-hezi-aris.html
http://www.gop.com/
http://www.democrats.org/
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=38.8833333333,-77.0166666667&spn=10.0,10.0&q=38.8833333333,-77.0166666667%20(United%20States)&t=h
http://www.nysenate.gov/senator/andrea-stewart-cousins
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My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADVERT ISEMENT

By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

LEGAL MATTERS

REDISTRICTING

By NANCY KING
The Westchester Guardian has 
learned that the County of 
Westchester isn’t quite as broke, 
as the administration would like 
the general public to believe. A 
source close to the Westchester 

County Board of Legislators (WCBoL) has 
asserted that the Office of County Executive 
Rob Astorino has an $85 million fund balance 
that they don’t want divulged. Members of the 
WCBoL have been unable to close their restore 
programs and services to the neediest of residents 
because the County Executive Rob Astorino’s 
Office will not close the financial books for this 
fiscal year. The WCBoL have taken their case to 
court to prove the current administration’s misuse 
or inability to comprehend the meaning of the 
term “executive privilege” as it relates to keeping 
Westchesterites in the know, especially when it 
comes to knowing whether the County is in the 
black or in the red! 

This week County Court Judge Barry 
Warhit rendered a ruling that established that 
County Executive Rob Astorino and his admin-
istration cannot deem a law invalid because it has 
been brought forth by the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators. No longer can Mr Astorino 
simply veto a law because he doesn’t see eye to eye 
with the Democratic majority on the board; if he 
wishes to deem a law invalid, as he has done with 

the County Board of Acquisition and Contract, 
he will now have to initiate legal action and 
convince a court to strike it down. Every single 
taxpayer in the county knows that the 8th floor and 
the 9th floor don’t agree on much and quite frankly 
everyone in Westchester County knows that. In 
fact it is nothing short of a miracle that these two 
branches of government were able to agree on a 
budget last November. 

Once the budget had been adopted, the 
Astorino administration began the process of 
not only deeming laws to be null and void, they 
were also pocket vetoing every law that seemingly 
came from the board. Not only does this seem to 
be counter -productive for moving the progress 
of the county forward but it also may be violating 
the County Charter that is currently under revi-
sion by the Westchester County Charter Revision 
Committee. According to the charter, the primary 
role of the county attorney is to act as the legal 
advisor for the Board of Legislators. The legisla-
tors however claim that County Attorney Bob 
Meehan and Deputy County Attorney Jim 
Castro-Blanco are acting as legal advisors only to 
County Executive Astorino and his staff. This is 
a known secret, which reveals a most contentious 
conflict of interest. Should the conflict of interest 
be defined by a court of law, the Astorino admin-
istration will have to hire outside legal counsel and 
that will be just another bill that the taxpayers to 
shoulder.

Peter Harkham (D) Katonah, Lyndon 
Williams (D) Mount Vernon and Chair Ken 
Jenkins (D) Yonkers filed the lawsuit that brought 
this conflict to light. They have claimed in court 
that this lawsuit is really about the Board of 
Acquisition and Contracts and how they’ve 
handled capital projects worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars for the county. Their suit alleges 
that the administration has refused to comply 
with the 2012 WCBoL legislation that requires 
the Astorino administration to follow procedures 
in how the A&C conducts business. They believe 
that Astorino ignores their input and pocket 
vetoes any contracts authorized by the WCBoL.

The Astorino administration continues 
to claim that the county is broke and that 
Westchester County is unable to enter into those 
capital projects brought forth by the board, but 
the board maintains that there is a multi-million 
dollar fund balance in place to not only pay for 
these projects but to restore funding to programs 
that were cut. (e.g. Summer programs for youth).

So instead of the board trying to close the 
financial books this year and prepare for the 
upcoming budget they will more than likely 
be returning to court on August 13th. County 
Executive Astorino is also invited back to court 
on that day as well. If he decides to sue the 
WCBoL and challenge the validity of the laws 
regarding the Board of A&C in a counterclaim 
suit, he will have to bring his own attorney with 

him. It is pretty apparent that Judge Warhit agrees 
with the County Charter provision designating 
the County Attorney’s office to be the primary 
counsel for the WCBoL. The court will however 
give the administration time to obtain counsel 
and prepare their lawsuit should they decide to go 
this route. The real question here is who will be 
paying for that counsel; you, me?

Rob Astorino ran on the promise and he 
premise that he would be able to cut taxes for 
Westchester residents while preserving the 
services to the most vulnerable residents of the 
county. Taxes have gone down by a pinch but 
it remains unclear who actually delivered that 
reduction. What remains disturbing is that it may 
have been done by cutting services to those who 
really need it. If there is indeed a multi-million 
dollar fund balance, then why aren’t programs 
and services being restored? The answer will most 
likely be that this could be our rainy day fund and 
you always have to save for a rainy day. The rainy 
day is here. Things are really bad not only for the 
vanishing middle class in Westchester County 
but also for those who live in the tremendous 
pockets of poverty in the county. 

So as the dog days of summer wind on, 
both sides of County Government will be back 
in court. Will Judge Warhit be forced to teach a 
lesson in Civics 101 to the Astorino administra-
tion? Perhaps he will make this ruling… stop the 
bull pockey and just deliver good government.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative reporter; a 
residen⁄t of White Plains, New York.

Westchester County Solvent to the Tune of $85 Million

By HEZI ARIS

The Diva Spreads 
Falsehoods
YONKERS, NY -- July 
11, 2012 -- The Mandatory 

Commission on Redistricting for the City of 
Yonkers conducted its first meeting under the aegis 
of Chairman Dennis Robertson last night. After 
introducing himself to those in attendance, Mr 
Robertson introduced the board upon which sit 
Yonkers City Council Majority Leader Wilson 

Terrero and Minority Leader John Larkin, Evan 
Inlaw, Esq., and Bob Moffitt. After the intro-
ductions were made, Mr Robertson asked First 
Deputy Corporation Counsel Michael V. Curti 
to advise the basis for the meeting to which Mr 
Curti noted the Mandatory Board is constituted 

under Section C15 of the Yonkers City Charter 
and is thereby entrusted to define 12 wards of 
equal population with the City of Yonkers.

Mr Curti advised further that one of two 
consultants expert in redistricting must be hired 
by the Yonkers Board of Contract and Supplies 

Mandatory Commission on Redistricting is Beard for Other Abuses

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2012/06/exclusive-nys-comptroller-dinapoli-in-negotiations-with-yonkers-mayor-mike-spano-over-fy2012-2013-by-hezi-aris.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redistricting
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_council
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OP EDSection

by the next meeting, July 16, 2012, its last, prior to 
the summer recess, in order for the Commission 
on Redistricting to have issues to discuss at the 
August 7th meeting. The budget for this intended 
hire falls under a funded expenditure line within 
the Yonkers City Council budget.

The 12 wards came into being when there 
were 12 City Council Districts and 12 coun-
cilmembers. Today there are still 12 wards, but 
only 6 council districts and 6 councilmembers. 
The Mandatory Board on Redistricting is only 
entrusted to delve into the redrawing of the 
12 wards, by so doing, it could also redraw the 
12 wards into 6 wards, and thereby impact the 
redrawing yet to take place of the Yonkers City 
Council districts to which there are 6.  The wards 
must be defined by October 24 and must be 
approved by December 24, 2012. 

Some of the aspects to be concluded by this 
commission are:

1) Agree to the total population of Yonkers, 

as specified by the most recent census;
2) Define and draw contiguous ward 

boundary lines;
3) Attempt to designate wards that conform 

to political and natural boundaries;
4) Achieve recognition of populations and 

interests that are eclipsed and thereby mitigated 
by others; and

5) Clean up election districts that have been 
pushed outside their wards.

The mayoral directive to conclude this task was 
presented to the Yonkers City Council months ago 
but was kept in the Intergovernmental Committee 
and then moved to the Rules Committee where 
it languished until seeing the light of day which 
culminated in the first public meeting on the issue 
publicly noticed yesterday night.

One aspect of the issue that is totally outra-
geous is the continued insinuation by former 
Yonkers City Council Majority Leader Patricia 
McDow, who illegally used an email list of names 
of former constituents gained during her tenure 
in government to which she is not entitled to 

lobby on any level. First, the list is not authorized 
for her use. Second, if she wishes to be a lobbyist, 
she   needs to adhere to a specific time frame 
before she is legally recognized to have the right to 
address the former constituents in such a manner. 
Third, she is no longer a resident of Yonkers. 
Fourth, why has Yonkers City Council President 
Chuck Lesnick and her successor, Councilman 
Chris Johnson not made her conduct public. 
There is no excuse for her conduct to be protected 
by their respective silence, among others. Why 
is Yonkers silent over the conduct of a former 
elected official who stole services to which she was 
never entitled and to which she has yet to pay the 
penalty imposed nd which is specifically referred 
to in the Yonkers City Charter as forbidden to 
her and/or any other elected official? Her theft 
of postage stamps from the City of Yonkers 
must also be investigated and she must be fined 
and imprisoned lest she be a flight risk. She still 
owes penalty fees imposed upon her for storing 
her BMW at the Buena Vista Parking Lot for 
four years now on her stealing services from 
the Yonkers Parking Authority for storing in an 

unauthorized manner her car for 7 years.
Ms McDow’s notice to some people in the 1st 

City Council District was to advise them the First 
District is safe from any redrawing of the district 
in the redistricting effort. Her assertion is false, 
that is unless Ms McDow has inside information 
otherwise. With our telling, it will be interesting 
to learn if she is clairvoyant or if she is in a loop 
to which others are excluded. If so, brava to The 
Diva of yore. Her telling will have proved a future 
corruption to which she spoke when advised to 
be silent. 

Ms McDow must be legally advised to cease 
and desist from any future intrusion into the 
political and governmental conduct of a city for 
which she is not a representative of any kind. Her 
bona fides mean nothing in Yonkers other than to 
irk and rile people over facts she cannot validate 
and by that fact alone, must not be permitted.

While Mayor Spano beseeches those who 
will listen to cast contentiousness to the side, the 
machinations continue to be concocted behind 
closed doors and backrooms. When will Yonkers 
say, “Stop! Enough?”

Time To Go
By EDWARD I. KOCH
NEW TORK, NY -- I learned 
from reading page 9 of the 
New York Times of July 8th that 
“The United States declared 
Afghanistan a major non-

NATO ally on Saturday with Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton personally delivering 
the news of Afghanistan’s entry into a club that 
includes Israel, Japan, Pakistan and other close 
Asian and Middle Eastern allies.”

The Times also noted the U.S. “pledged $16 
billion for civilian needs in Afghanistan, but 
for the first time insisted that the Afghanistan 
government resist corruption in order to receive 
all the money.”

Over the 12 years of our being in Afghanistan, 
we have read reports alleging corruption of the 
Afghan government officials, including President 
Hamid Karzai and his family. We read that his 
brother, now dead, was a major drug trafficker. 
We have been spending tens of billions annually 
in Afghanistan, not only on the military, but also 
on rebuilding that country. The monies invested 
have not produced the intended upgrading 
of Afghanistan’s infrastructure, but rather, the 
upgrading of the personal fortunes of members of 
the Afghan government and warlords who actu-
ally control parts of the country. Now we know 
their ability to continue to eat at the trough filled 

daily with American tax dollars and support from 
other nations will go on undiminished. What 
kind of ally have we purchased with our tax 
dollars? We are now spending $2 billion a week 
in Afghanistan.

We are enriching a host of corrupt Afghans, 
including President Karzai who, according to 
the Times, “has in the past at one point call[ed] 
Americans ‘demons.’” Worse than that, he threat-
ened on one occasion to join the Taliban against 
the U.S. Now reports the Times, “Mrs. Clinton 
reiterated on Saturday that Washington did envi-
sion keeping American troops in Afghanistan, 
where they would provide the kind of air power 
and surveillance capabilities needed to give 
Afghan forces an edge over the Taliban.”

Over the last 12 years, 2,038 American 
service members have been killed in Afghanistan 
and 15,322 have been wounded. What is most 
shocking is that there is now a rise in the killing 
of American soldiers and soldiers of our allies 
in Afghanistan, e.g. Britain, Germany, et. al. 
Last week, three British soldiers were killed by 
a member of the Afghanistan security forces. 
Since 2007, we have lost 57 soldiers at the hands 
of Afghan National Security Forces, which our 
soldiers were training. This undoubtedly will go 
on if we stay there. The killing of NATO soldiers 
by Afghan security forces is now called “green 
on blue.” Another tragedy took place this past 
weekend when six American soldiers were killed 
by the Taliban using IEDs. Let me sum it up by 
saying, it is madness not to get out of Afghanistan 

totally and as soon as possible, rather than stay 
with a large force until the end of 2014 and a 
smaller force thereafter. 

We went into Afghanistan originally because 
the Taliban, then the government of Afghanistan, 
had given shelter to al-Qaeda and bin Laden, in 
which country was hatched the monstrous plan 
to blow up the World Trade Center towers in 
New York City on 9/11/2001. Al-Qaeda now 
functions in at least 62 countries while, according 
to C.I.A. Director Leon Panetta, it has no more 
than 50 operatives in Afghanistan. Bin Laden 
found refuge in Pakistan, a far more powerful 
and sophisticated country with the nuclear bomb. 
When he was killed by American Navy Seals, he 
was living in a house in the neighborhood of one 
of Pakistan’s largest army base towns. The Pakistan 
government denounced the successful attack by 
the Seals and the Pakistani people mourned bin 
Laden’s death. The Pakistan government later in 
a dispute recently ended by a letter of apology 
from the American government closed its roads 
to American re-supply traffic to Afghanistan. 
The American government’s position was that 
Pakistan troops had first fired on American 
soldiers before the Americans returned fire, killing 
24 Pakistani soldiers. Undoubtedly, the fog of war 
was a cause of the battle between the two allies, 
Pakistan and the U.S. Apologizing for the deaths 
of the Pakistani soldiers was appropriate. Closing 
Pakistan’s roads to U.S. military supply vehicles 
was not, and it cost the U.S. $1 billion for the use 
of alternate roads in other countries.

Is Pakistan truly an ally? It has ally status. On 
July 3rd, I was watching PBS Channel 13 and one 
segment was named “Pakistan: Ally, Adversary or 
Conditional Partner?” The two guests discussing 
the issue were Vali Nasr, a former U.S. State 
Department official, and General jack Keane, 
retired Army General. I was most impressed with 
the comments of General Keane who summed 
up his position saying: “Well, I think our rela-
tionship has certainly changed from an allied 
relationship with pretty good cooperation to one 
that is more of a partnership that’s based more 
on conditions. And, listen, I couldn’t disagree 
more with Vali on this in terms of our relation-
ship. You know, coddling the pacts that we have 
done now for 10 years has clearly protracted this 
war in Afghanistan. We have got two sanctuaries, 
Afghan sanctuaries in Pakistan that Pakistan 
military leaders provide information on NATO 
and U.S. operations inside Afghanistan. They 
provide training, and they provide resources. I 
mean, that’s outrageous. And if that isn’t enough, 
there are two fertilizer factories ostensibly which 
actually produce ammonium nitrate, which is the 
basic ingredient in 85 percent of all of the IEDs 
that maim and kill our troops. And, finally, there 
are bomb factories that we know where they are, 
have pictures of them in Baluchistan and also in 
Sharman, Pakistan, which are used to produce 
those IEDs as a final product. This is why this 
relationship has frayed and strained and has dete-
riorated, because even though they do not want to 
destabilize Pakistan, de facto, they have protracted 
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 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

this war, you know, for all of these years because 
those sanctuaries provide that kind of support for 
the Taliban that are fighting inside Afghanistan.”

That Afghanistan and Pakistan are now 

officially our allies is ridiculous. We are renting 
them at a cost of billions and they don’t identify 
with our aims and values. They are both a part of 
the Islamist terrorist network of nations devoted 
to our ultimate destruction and the destruction of 
Western civilization. Pakistan helps the Taliban 
in Afghanistan while Karzai negotiates with the 
Taliban. Were we to leave, the Taliban would not 

be a major factor in endangering the security of 
the U.S. It would re-impose Sharia and all that 
means in terms of oppression of women and 
casting Afghanistan back to the Middle Ages.

If we think we can count on countries like 
Pakistan and Afghanistan to protect our back, 
we are headed down the wrong road. We should 
bring our military home from Afghanistan 

and Pakistan. Staying there only ensures more 
American military deaths and casualties with no 
real or permanent benefits for the U.S. Enough 
already. Let’s get out now.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a 
member of Congress from New York State from 1969 
through 1977, and New York City as its 105th Mayor 
from 1978 to 1989.

OPED

By BOB K. BOGEN
As the international Olympics are 
once again upon us, it may be useful 
to recall the original intent of the 
modern international Olympics: It 
was to celebrate, as a first principle 
objective, individual excellence in 

sports and, as a second principle objective, to 
promote international goodwill. The concept 
of goodwill and an Olympic Peace goes back to 
the original Greek games at least as far as 776 
BC, and perhaps even the second milennium 
BC according to some archaeologists. It is clear 
from the modern Olympic Charter and recent 
statements from the International Olympic 
Committee, [which was founded in 1894 and 
manages the modern Olympics], that the compe-
titions are seen as, first, “between athletes not 
countries.” In the last Olympics an extreme 
example was the reported nationwide distress in 
China at the inability of the top Chinese hero, Lie 
Kiang, to compete. This generated a common 
feeling that China as a nation had failed and that 
it was, “a disgrace for China”. But interviews with 
major Olympic athletes confirm that they won 
medals to confirm their own abilities, and not as 
a patriotic effort for their nation.

Nevertheless public focus unfortunately 
concentrates on the race of total medals “won” 
by each nation. So in the last Olympics the US 
“won” a total of 110 medals to 100 for China, 
while China “won” 51 gold medals and the US 
“won” 36. It would be much more consistent with 
the most laudable second Olympic objective of 
promoting international goodwill to reverse the 
common chauvinist perspective and highlight the 
significant and impressive number of nations 
whose great athletes won at least a single or a few 
medals: in that year athletes from fully 81 coun-
tries won medals! It might even be noted that this 
is more than the number of 51 sports disciplines 
in which gold, silver, and bronze medals were 
given.

Unfortunately the mass media, public interest, 
national leaders, and even the International 
Olympics Committee (I.O.C.) itself, act to 
promote and/or facilitate nationalist, chauvinist 
inclinations that are in conflict with Olympic 
principles and the second Olympic objective 
to promote international goodwill. That is the 
burden of the following suggestions.

Although Baron Pierre de Coubertin is 
commonly credited with founding the modern 
Games in 1896 with the Olympic motto: Citius 
Altius Fortius - Faster, Higher, Stronger, it is 
clear that his major role was based on several 
centuries of Olympic or Olympian sports 
competitions organized by others, including the 
key effort of Evangelos Zappas who sponsored 
the first truly international Olympian Games 
in 1859 at Athens. These modern games feature 
an expanding list of sports. The list has grown 
from nine in 1896 to 35 sports and more than 
400 events in the current Summer Olympics, as 
well as 15 disciplines in seven sports at the recent 
Winter Olympics. Along with the many sports 
now in the winter and summer games we have 
snowboarding, a sport not even imagined at the 
time of the Olympics a century ago, much less in 
Greece two or three thousand years ago!

In an effort to keep the games within some 
manageable scale, some sports have been elimi-
nated, including cricket and rugby with baseball, 
softball. The I.O.C. has also attempted to hold 
the number of athletes to about 10,000 if only 
to reduce the burden of housing all the athletes. 
A more serious consideration of sports to be 
eliminated from the Olympics seems overdue

It would seem rational to exclude those sports 
which use weapons of war and violence, at least 
guns [in both the summer and winter Olympics]. 
It would be appropriate to exclude other activities 
that are intended to harm other human beings, 
including boxing, wrestling, and various so-called 
martial arts, as well as a third Asian martial art 
that was included in the last Olympic Games, 
if only as a “Demonstration Sport,” but may be 
added as a “Medal Sport” in future Olympics. 
Exceptions might well be made for such ancient 
“martial” sport events as the jamilan and shot-put 
distance competitions as well as perhaps archery. 
Such sports account for six of the 28 sports in the 
past, and only a small portion of the 958 medal 
winners.

Another even more controversial change 
would reduce or eliminate those events that clearly 
do not emphasize individual athletic excellence 
and demonstrably generate an even higher degree 
of national chauvinism. Perhaps the most obvious 
of such team sports is ice hockey, perhaps the most 
violent of “contact sports,” which is known for its 
generation of team and national antagonisms. To 
be consistent, it may also be argued that all team 

events have some of that impact upon good will, 
and after all [despite the worthy benefit of group 
spirit and cooperation among players] are not so 
focused on individual excellence so might well 
also be left to other international competitions. 
And perhaps the most peculiar of so-called team 
sports is gymnastics, composed entirely of indi-
vidual demonstrations of athletic excellence.

Finally, it is not only boring, but contrary to 
Olympic objectives, to hear national anthems 
played over and over and over when medal awards 
are made, as well as the related and repeated 
display of national flags. And as a related matter, as 
a result of one individual’s suggestion, now usual, 
since the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne, Australia, 

international goodwill is clearly promoted in 
the closing ceremony by the informal mixing of 
national teams as they enter in a celebratory mixed 
group into the Olympic stadium, rather than the 
older marching of national teams in a rather mili-
tary parade, flying national flags.

Perhaps it would also be useful to clarify the 
semantic problem that has led to the problem 
of nationalism in the Olympics. We tend to 
think of the word champion to mean a person, 
or even an honored animal, plant, or product 
winning a competition. But this simple definition 
is conflated to identify a “champion for….” As 
in the archaic feudal usage, a champion knight 
is to joust or compete on behalf of, the spon-
soring feudal lord. And here we are centuries later, 
confusing a track sprint winner with a jousting 

Take Politics and Violence Out of the Olympics
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letter to 
Arms Trade 
Treaty and 
Second 

Amendment Rights Addressing 
Dr. Robert J. Kassal
Thank you for contacting me regarding the 
United Nations Arms Trade Treaty. I’m grateful 
for your thoughts and for the opportunity to 
respond.

As you may know, in October 2009, under 
the direction of President Obama, the U.S. 
voted to participate in the negotiation of United 
Nations Arms Trade Treaty in the United 
Nations General Assembly. The purpose of this 
treaty is to create a set of international standards 
for the import, export and transfer of conven-
tional arms, and a conference will be held this 
year to finalize this agreement. As the process 
currently stands, I am concerned that the Arms 
Trade Treaty poses serious dangers to consti-
tutional rights protected under our Second 
Amendment.

It is evident to me that certain parts of the 
treaty challenge our individual freedoms. One 

clear example is the limitation of the transfer 
of arms within member states. Additionally, the 
treaty is also designed to control the transfer of 
arms from non-state actors, placing the burden 
of controlling crime on law-abiding citizens 
instead of on the member states of the U.N. 
For these reasons, I do not support the U.N. 
Arms Trade Treaty, and I am encouraging my 
colleagues to join me in protecting our consti-
tutional rights.

As a member of the Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations, please know that I am 
following the development of this treaty process 
closely. I appreciate your opinions, and I look 
forward to serving the people of Florida.

Sincerely,
Marco Rubio
United States Senator

Con Ed Management Locked out 
8,500 Employees Claiming they 
Have 5,000 Management Staff to 
Replace Them
By KAREN PECORA
The truth; replacement employees from out of 
state were called in, many who left their own 
customers without power after severe storms in 

knight whose identification is with the feudal 
lord or nation. Surely in the 21st Century we can 
overcome the medieval tendency to claim credit 
for the Olympic’s first objective of celebrating 
individual athletic excellence in the face of the 

Olympic’s second objective of goodwill among 
peoples of the world..

Any such additional changes will no doubt 
generate resistance. But over time, public, govern-
mental, and I.O.C. leadership could continue to 
drop inappropriate and inconsistent activities for a 

more global, peaceful focus on individual athletic 
excellence as well as international goodwill, the 
principal stated objectives of the modern interna-
tional Olympic competitions.

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive long-
range facilities planning director for the New York 
Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission; as 

planning director for the New England Regional 
Commission; as a major United Nations official in 
Pakistan; Board Chairman of the Communications 
Coordinating Committee for the United Nations; 
Principal Representative of Architects/Designers/
Planners for Social Responsibility to the United 
Nations.

CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Uruguayan President José Mujica 
has a plan to reduce crime related 
to illegal marijuana trafficking in 
his country: get rid of the illegal 
trafficking by making marijuana 
sales legal.

Under Mujica’s proposed law, which must be 
approved by the country’s Congress, the federal 
government would take over marijuana produc-
tion and distribution, acting as the country’s sole 
legal source of the drug. Marijuana consumption 
is already legal in Uruguay.

“We think a ban on certain drugs is creating 
more problems in society than the drug itself,” 
Defense Minister Eleuterio Fernandez Huidobro 
said in explaining the rationale for the law. The 
president and the minister hope that, by creating 
an alternative to the black market, they can cut 
into criminal gangs’ profits and reduce violent 
conflicts between rival drug traffickers.

As I have written before, there are few good 
reasons for marijuana to be illegal and many 
reasons for it to be legal – in the United States, not 
just in Uruguay. But the reasons cited by Uruguay’s 
practical-minded leaders are a good starting point.

Besides providing a source of hefty profits for 
criminals, America’s drug laws have produced a 
serious problem of selective enforcement. Because 
the laws are so regularly flouted, police officers 
have wide discretion when using them as a ratio-
nale to harass those who otherwise are guilty of 
only such non-crimes as being young, male or 
black. Meanwhile, those whose smoking is toler-
ated are encouraged to believe they can violate 

other laws with equal impunity.
Uruguay’s impact on the problem of drugs, 

and drug laws, is likely to be limited. With a 
population of only 3.4 million, Uruguay is a tiny 
part of the global marijuana market. The U.S., on 
the other hand, has a population of more than 311 
million, 42 percent of whom have used marijuana, 
according to a 2008 World Health Organization 
survey.

Outgoing Mexican President Felipe 
Calderón, who has said he plans to leave Mexico 
after his term expires for fear of violence from drug 
cartels there, has pointed the finger directly, and 
rightly, at us for providing a market for traffickers. 
After long supporting the U.S. “war on drugs,” 
Calderón suggested last year that if Americans 
“are determined and resigned to consume drugs, 
then they should seek market alternatives in order 
to cancel the criminals’ stratospheric profits.” 
Mexico itself decriminalized possession of small 
amounts of drugs, including marijuana, cocaine, 
heroin, LSD and methamphetamines, in 2009.

Since Calderón made his statement about 
“market alternatives,” President Juan Manuel 
Santos of Colombia has also spoken in favor of 
legalization – but only if it can be done as part of 
a concerted, multi-national effort. Legalization 
“could be a solution, only if everybody does it at 
the same time,” he said.

At a summit in Cartagena, Colombia, 
earlier this year, Latin American leaders joined 
in pronouncing the war on drugs a failure. “The 
strategy that we have followed these 30 or 40 years 
has practically failed, and we have to recognize it,” 
Guatemalan President Otto Perez Molina said. 

While the war on drugs has stumbled forward, 
the drug wars afflicting much of Latin America 
have raged. In Mexico alone, more than 50,000 
people are believed to have been killed in drug-
related violence since 2006, including about 
12,000 deaths in 2011 alone.

Amid this carnage and multi-decade track 
record of failure, you might expect only a moral-
istic anti-drug crusader to insist that the use and 
sale of marijuana should remain a crime, thus 
turning nearly half the country – by its own 
admission – into criminals. But it so happens that 
the prime defender of the status quo in American 
drug policy is a man who has written openly about 
his own teenage drug use: Barack Obama. A new 
biography by David Maraniss, “Barack Obama: 
The Story,” tells of even more marijuana-fueled 
exploits than recounted by the president himself 
in his 1995 memoir “Dreams from My Father.” 
Several of these involve “the Choomwagon,” a 
Volkswagen microbus owned by one of the young 
Obama’s friends, which gained its nickname from 
the slang term for marijuana, “choom.”

The president has said that the choices 
he made in his youth were “misguided” and “a 
serious mistake.” But he has also said that “a lot 
of us make mistakes when we’re kids.” To my 
knowledge, he has not said that he wishes he 
had been arrested at the time, or that his “serious 
mistake” was so personally devastating to him 
that it is worth pursuing a policy that results in 
thousands of deaths a year in an attempt to stop 
others from ending up like him. In fact, Obama 
seems happiest when he is given excuses not to 
talk about marijuana policy at all.

At Cartagena, however, Obama insisted 
that “legalization is not the answer.” His answer 
is to continue to do just what we have done since 
Richard Nixon occupied the Oval Office.

As the saying has it, the definition of 
insanity is doing the same thing over and over 
and expecting different results. A definition of 
hypocrisy might be doing the same thing as other 
people and yet forcing them to accept different 
results. When it comes to drug policy, Obama is 
guilty of both.

Mujica has said he is willing to experiment 
with his government-sponsored legalization plan 
because “someone has to be the first” to try it. 
The U.S. will not be that first someone. It prob-
ably won’t be the second, either. But whether 
we are third or 33rd, I hope we someday have a 
leader with enough sense to follow in Uruguay’s 
footsteps.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of Palisades 
Hudson Financial Group a fee-only financial plan-
ning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, NY. The firm 
offers estate planning, insurance consulting, trust 
planning, cross-border planning, business valuation, 
family office and business management, executive 
financial planning, and tax services. Its sister firm, 
Palisades Hudson Asset Management, is an indepen-
dent investment advisor with about $950 million 
under management. Branch offices are in Atlanta and 
Ft. Lauderdale. Website:www.palisadeshudson.
com.
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By CHARLEY REESE
Politicians are the only people 
in the world who create prob-
lems and then campaign 
against them.

Have you ever wondered, 
if both the Democrats and the 

Republicans are against deficits, WHY do we 
have deficits?

Have you ever wondered, if all the politi-
cians are against inflation and high taxes, WHY 
do we have inflation and high taxes?

You and I don’t propose a federal budget. 
The President does.

You and I don’t have the Constitutional 
authority to vote on appropriations. The House 
of Representatives does.

You and I don’t write the tax code, Congress 
does.

You and I don’t set fiscal policy, Congress 
does.

You and I don’t control monetary policy, the 
Federal Reserve Bank does.

One hundred senators, 435 congressmen, 
one President, and nine Supreme Court justices 
equates to 545 human beings out of the 300 
million are directly, legally, morally, and individu-
ally responsible for the domestic problems that 
plague this country.

I excluded the members of the Federal 
Reserve Board because that problem was created 
by the Congress. In 1913, Congress delegated its 
Constitutional duty to provide a sound currency 
to a federally chartered, but private, central bank.

I excluded all the special interests and 
lobbyists for a sound reason. They have no legal 
authority. They have no ability to coerce a senator, 
a congressman, or a President to do one cotton-
picking thing. I don’t care if they offer a politician 
$1 million dollars in cash. The politician has the 
power to accept or reject it. No matter what the 

lobbyist promises, it is the legislator’s responsi-
bility to determine how he votes.

Those 545 human beings spend much of 
their energy convincing you that what they did 
is not their fault. They cooperate in this common 
con regardless of party.

What separates a politician from a normal 
human being is an excessive amount of gall. 
No normal human being would have the gall 
of a Speaker, who stood up and criticized the 
President for creating deficits. The President 
can only propose a budget. He cannot force the 
Congress to accept it.

The Constitution, which is the supreme law 
of the land, gives sole responsibility to the House 
of Representatives for originating and approving 
appropriations and taxes. Who is the speaker of 
the House? John Boehner. He is the leader of the 
majority party. He and fellow House members, 
not the President, can approve any budget they 
want. If the President vetoes it, they can pass it 
over his veto if they agree to.

It seems inconceivable to me that a nation 
of 300 million cannot replace 545 people who 
stand convicted — by present facts — of incom-
petence and irresponsibility. I can’t think of a 
single domestic problem that is not traceable 
directly to those 545 people. When you fully 
grasp the plain truth that 545 people exercise the 
power of the federal government, then it must 
follow that what exists is what they want to exist.

If the tax code is unfair, it’s because they 
want it unfair.

If the budget is in the red, it’s because they 
want it in the red.

If the Army & Marines are in Iraq and 
Afghanistan it’s because they want them in Iraq 
and Afghanistan …

If they do not receive social security but are 

545 vs 300,000,000 People
How Politicians Destroy Lives
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the south to come to New York. They are staying 
in hotels in Westchester, provided meals in 
addition to their daily wage. The customers will 
ultimately pay for these replacement employees.
Already there have been 2 accidents; luckily no 
one was hurt, but the accidents occurred because 
the replacement employees are untrained and 
inexperienced. The locked out employees, some 
that have been employed for more than 30 years, 
have gone through years of training to be certi-
fied to investigate gas and electrical problems; 
the replacement employees have 3 weeks of 
training and no certification.

The locked out employees, as of July 1st, 
no longer have health insurance. Many of the 

locked out employees were first responders on 
9/11, and have serious health issues as a result. 
Many went for their weekly chemo treatment, 
only to be told they have no insurance.

 It is not just the employee that is locked out; 
it is their families also that have no health care 
coverage.

The locked out employees have offered 
to go back to work while the contract talks 
continue, and Con Ed management said 
“NO”

As a resident of Westchester County, I think 
all residents should be concerned about getting 
the Con Ed employees back to work.

Karen Pecora is CSEA President of Local 
680- Unit 9200.

Continued from page 16
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Continued on page 18
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on an elite retirement plan not available to the 
people, it’s because they want it that way.

There are no insoluble government 
problems.

Do not let these 545 people shift the blame 
to bureaucrats, whom they hire and whose jobs 
they can abolish; to lobbyists, whose gifts and 
advice they can reject; to regulators, to whom 
they give the power to regulate and from whom 
they can take this power. Above all, do not let 
them con you into the belief that there exists 
disembodied mystical forces like “the economy,” 
“inflation,” or “politics” that prevent them from 
doing what they take an oath to do.

Those 545 people, and they alone, are 
responsible.

They, and they alone, have the power.
They, and they alone, should be held 

accountable by the people who are their bosses.
Provided the voters have the gumption to 

manage their own employees…
We should vote all of them out of office and 

clean up their mess!
Charlie Reese is a former columnist of the 

Orlando Sentinel Newspaper. He wrote this 
column in July 29, 2001.
This might be funny if it weren’t so true. 
Be sure to read all the way to the end: 
Tax his land, 
Tax his bed, 
Tax the table, 
At which he’s fed.

Tax his tractor, 
Tax his mule, 
Teach him taxes 
Are the rule.
Tax his work, 
Tax his pay, 
He works for peanuts anyway!
Tax his cow, 
Tax his goat, 
Tax his pants, 
Tax his coat.
Tax his ties, 
Tax his shirt, 
Tax his work, 
Tax his dirt.
Tax his tobacco, 
Tax his drink, 
Tax him if he 
Tries to think.
Tax his cigars, 
Tax his beers, 
If he cries 
Tax his tears.
Tax his car, 
Tax his gas, 
Find other ways 
To tax his ass.
Tax all he has 
Then let him know 
That you won’t be done 
Till he has no dough.
When he screams and hollers; 

Then tax him some more, 
Tax him till 
He’s good and sore.
Then tax his coffin, 
Tax his grave, 
Tax the sod in 
Which he’s laid…
Put these words 
Upon his tomb, 
‘Taxes drove me to my doom…’
When he’s gone, 
Do not relax, 
Its time to apply 
The inheritance tax. 
Accounts Receivable Tax 
Building Permit Tax 
CDL license Tax 
Cigarette Tax 
Corporate Income
Tax Dog License Tax 
Excise Taxes 
Federal Income Tax 
Federal Unemployment Tax (FUTA) 
Fishing License Tax 
Food License Tax 
Fuel Permit Tax 
Gasoline Tax (currently 44.75 cents per gallon) 
Gross Receipts Tax 
Hunting License Tax 
Inheritance Tax Inventory Tax 
IRS Interest Charges
IRS Penalties (tax on top of tax) 
Liquor Tax
 Luxury Taxes 

Marriage License Tax 
Medicare Tax 
Personal Property Tax 
Property Tax 
Real Estate Tax 
Service Charge Tax 
Social Security Tax 
Road Usage Tax 
Recreational Vehicle Tax 
Sales Tax 
School Tax 
State Income Tax 
State Unemployment Tax (SUTA) 
Telephone Federal Excise Tax 
Telephone Federal Universal Service Fee Tax 
Telephone Federal, State and Local Surcharge 
Taxes 
Telephone Minimum Usage Surcharge Tax 
Telephone Recurring and Nonrecurring 
Charges Tax 
Telephone State and Local Tax Telephone 
Usage Charge Tax Utility Taxes 
Vehicle License Registration Tax 
Vehicle Sales Tax 
Watercraft Registration Tax 
Well Permit Tax 
Workers Compensation Tax
 STILL THINK THIS IS FUNNY? 

Not one of these taxes existed 100 years ago, 
& our nation was the most prosperous in the 
world. We had absolutely no national debt, had 
the largest middle class in the world, and Mom 
stayed home to raise the kids. 

What in the heck happened? Can you spell 
‘politicians?’

Continued from page 17
545 vs 300,000,000 People
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Bridge Builders Translators, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed with the NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/12.  Of-
fice in Westchester County. SSNY design. agent 
of LLC upon whom service of process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy of same to 2072 
Baldwin Road, Yorktown Heights, New York 10598. 
Purpose: Translation Services.

QUICK CASH OF WALLKILL LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/5/12. Office in 
Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy The LLC 400 Rt. 211 E -  Store #16 Middle-
town, NY 10940. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

QUICK CASH OF BROADWAY LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/4/12. Office in 
Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy The LLC 1150 Broadway New York, NY 11221 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NEW WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS, LLC Authority 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 5/31/12. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 5/24/12 SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to Corporate 
Creations Network Inc. 15 N. Mill ST Nyack, NY 
10960. DE address of LLC: 3411 Silverside RD #104 
Wilmington, DE 19810. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE 
Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Four, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State of NY 
on 05/10/2012. NY office location: WESTCHESTER 
County. Secy of State is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC may be served.  
Secy of State shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her to DACK 
Consulting Solutions, 2 William street suite 202 
White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To engage in 
any lawful act or activity

CLOVER11, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 4/23/12. Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy C/O United 
States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 
202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Registered Agent: C/O 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th 
Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

EMPIRE CITY MOVING LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/14/12. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy The LLC 754 Palisades Ave Yonkers, NY 
10703. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of MONA SOLUTION PROD-
UCTS L.L.C. Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on  FEBRUARY 24, 2012 . Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: P.O. Box 
68 Yonkers NY 10705. Purpose: any lawful activity.

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 

450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 54653/2011
Date of Filing: June 13, 2012
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE NETWORK INC, Plaintiff,
-against-

M YOUSUF A/K/A MOHAMMED YOUSUF, if living, or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-
law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally all persons having 
or claiming under, by or through said M YOUSUF A/K/A MOHAMMED YOUSUF, by purchase, inheritance, lien 
or otherwise, of any right, title or interest in and to the premises described in the complaint herein, and the 
respective husbands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, all of whose names are unknown to plaintiff; 
STATE OF NEW YORK; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; “JOHN DOES” and “JANE DOES”, said names being 
fictitious, parties intended being possible tenants or occupants of premises, and corporations, other entities 
or persons who claim, or may claim, a lien against the premises,

Defendant(s).

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your answer, 
or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on the Plaintiff’s 
attorney(s) within twenty (20) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service, where 
service is made by delivery upon you personally within the State, or within thirty (30) days after completion 
of service where service is made in any other manner, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judg-
ment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the complaint.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the 
mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, 
a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer 
the summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Honorable Orazio R. 
Bellantoni, J.S.C of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, signed on June 7, 2012, and filed with sup-
porting papers in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, State of New York.

The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, executed by M 
YOUSUF to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGE NETWORK, INC. in the principal amount of $345,349.00, which mortgage was recorded in West-
chester County, State of New York, on November 3, 2010, in Control No. 502933380. Thereafter said mortgage 
was assigned to REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE NETWORK, INC. by assignment of mortgage dated August 8, 
2011 and recorded on December 22, 2011 in Control No. 513543517.

Said premises being known as and by 15 STEWART PLACE, YONKERS, NY 10701.

Date: May 17, 2012 
Batavia, New York 
Virginia C Grapensteter, Esq.
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
585.815.0288
Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure

New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure process. Please read it 
carefully. Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some people may approach you about “saving” your 
home. You should be extremely careful about any such promises. The State encourages you to become 
informed about your options in foreclosure. There are government agencies, legal aid entities and other 
non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about foreclosure while you are working with 
your lender during this process. To locate an entity near you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained 
by the New York State Banking Department at 1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s 
website at www.banking.state.ny.us. The State does not guarantee the advice of these agencies.

Senior Software Engineer: 
Play lead role in the design and development of software applications using Java, J2EE, Fix Protocol, 

MYSQL, Perl and Fidessa Bluebox API. Apply to SJ Levinson, 2700 Westchester Avenue, Suite 109, Pur-
chase, NY 10577.

914-562-0834
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY SAVINGS EVENT IS BACK!

BUY ONE

GET ONE 1/2 PRICE


