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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed
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CommunitySection

Continued on page 4

BUSINESS

YONKERS, NY -- Many people choose their 
career paths based on what they have studied 
in school. A few people choose to follow what 
they are passionate about in life. Denis Murnane 
followed his passion and wanted to make a 
difference for his sister who was hard of hearing. 
Seeing the difference that he could make in her 
life made him want to help those in the commu-
nities around him. Denis states it best by saying 
“I see it every day that people are isolated by their 
hearing loss, when we fit them with hearing aids 
they are able to connect with their friends and 
family again. I’ve had several people tell me how 
frustrated they were to talk on the phone to 
family members because it was difficult to hear 
and now they enjoy being part of those conversa-
tions. Making this difference in their lives is why 
I do what I do.”

This passion is also the reason Community 
Hearing Services, owned by Denis Murnane, 
is now opening their 5th location. Community 
Hearing Services has been able to expand 
because their focus is on the customer and 
providing them with the best solution to their 
hearing needs. Word of mouth from their 
patients has brought in customers outside of 
their main location. When they noticed their 
customers were driving a distance they opened 
offices closer to meet their needs. Their newest 
location is next to the Grassy Sprain Pharmacy 

located on 600 Tuckahoe Road in Yonkers. 
Denis stated “We love the Yonkers area and 
felt it would be the perfect place to expand our 
services.”

Community Hearing Services has other 
offices in Mount Kisco, Carmel, Danbury and 
Poughkeepsie. They provide a variety of hearing 
care services including hearing screenings, 
otoscopic ear inspections, hearing instrument 
fittings, and aural rehabilitation. Community 
Hearing Services is also a proud supporter of 
the Starkey Hearing Foundation because giving 
back to help others in need is a core value for 
their business.

For more information or to set up an 
appointment with Community Hearing 
Services, call 914-361-1999 or visit www.
communityhearingservices.com.

Community Hearing Services staff.

Strong Passion for Career Creates 
New Expansion in Yonkers

CALENDAR

RYE, NY -- The Legendary R&B Band “Billy 
and the Showmen” will be performing a concert 
at Rye Town Park as part of the park’s Twilight 
Tuesdays concert series.

The concert will be held on Tuesday, July 24 
at the park’s south pavilion, located by the beach 
near the Dearborn Avenue entrance to the park. 
The concert will start at 7:30 p.m. and end at 
9:00 p.m. Admission is free, and parking at Rye 
Town Park will be $2 after 6:00 p.m. Nearby 
residents are encouraged to walk.

Founded by Billy Frenz, the Greenwich, 
Connecticut-based band has earned its repu-
tation as one of Connecticut’s most enduring 
Rhythm & Blues bands.

Longtime veterans of the Connecticut 

“Billy and the Showmen” to Perform 
at Twilight Tuesdays Concert Series

http://www.communityhearingservices.com
http://www.communityhearingservices.com
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Small Town Tom 2012 Olympics Mike Barnhouse
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/ New York club scene, the Showmen are a 
genuine R&B band. The Billy and the Showmen 
R & B Revue feature the soulful vocals of the 
best R&B singers in the Northeast, along with 

a strong horn section and a tight rhythm section.
Space in the pavilion will be set aside for 

dancing, which is highly encouraged. People of 
all ages are encouraged to join in the fun.

All concerts will be held rain or shine, except 

in case of thunderstorms. Picnicking is welcome. 
Some seating will be available, but people are 
encouraged to bring blankets or beach chairs. 
Dining and takeout is available at the nearby 
Seaside Johnnie’s Restaurant.

This is the fifth of seven free concerts that 
will be held on Tuesdays in July and August. The 
concert series is sponsored in part by the Friends 
of Rye Town Park.

For further information phone Rye Town 
Park at 967-0965 or visit the park’s web site:

www.ryetownpark.org

By MARK JEFFERS
As the singing group the 
GoGos once sang, “Vacation 
all I ever wanted,” well, we are 
off to the Cape this week, but 
not to worry, we just finished 
a brand new and exciting 

edition of this week’s,  “News and Notes… ”
How about this for a family fun event… 

there will be an outdoor movie and concert 
at DeVito Filed in Yorktown on July 12. The 
children’s concert features music by Zev & 
Pretzelstein and the flick is “Puss in Boots.”

If you are looking for an alternative way to 
cool down from all of this heat try a night of jazz. 
Thursday, July 12th at 8 pm come enjoy Summer 
Piano with Pete Malinverni at Purchase College.  
Malinverni is the incoming director of Jazz 
Studies at the Purchase College Conservatory of 
Music and will present a free recital and lecture 
entitled “What’s Going on Up There,” where 
he will discuss and demonstrate the elements 
of improvised jazz. Even though I only play the 

air piano this event could surely help my improv 
skills. The evening will run from 8pm to 10pm 
at the Music Hall located at 735 Anderson Hill 
Road in Purchase. 

Katonah’s Larry Bryggman has landed a 
great role on Broadway’s “Harvey” working along 
side Jim Parsons who plays Sheldon Cooper 
on CBS hit comedy “The Big Bang Theory,” a 
Jeffers family favorite.  Larry plays Judge Omar 
Gaffney in the play that runs through August 5th.

In celebration of the Chinese Year of 
the Dragon the Katonah Museum of Art is 
presenting images by Chinese artists working 
in their homeland over the past 12 years. My 
daughter, who is at school for international 
studies, will be interested in this exhibit because it 
portrays a period of amazing social and economic 
transformation in Chinese culture.  The galleries 
are open from 10am to 5pm Tuesday through 
Saturday and 12pm noon to 5pm on Sunday.  
The exhibit runs through September 2nd. 

The Peekskill Celebration will be held on 
August 3rd and 4th with a race between boats that 

resemble colorful dragons, local music talent, 
loads of vendors, and spectacular fireworks. This 
will be the event’s 16th year of honoring the city’s 
maritime heritage and highlights a strong sense 
of community.

The Pound Ridge Library’s “Fortnightly 
Readers” will present “The Paris Wife” by Paula 
Martin on July 12th at 4:30pm.

Grammy-winning pop vocalist and 
composer Rufus Wainwright is performing at 
the Performing Arts Center at Purchase College 
on July 27th at 8pm. There he will be promoting 
his newest album, “Out of the Game.”  

On July 18th local nutritionist Ilia Regini 
will present her “Green Smoothy Lecture” where 
she will offer a recipe for a smoothie and discuss 
the benefits of the ingredients, one benefit I am 
sure of is that they are yummy…the lecture will 
begin at 7 pm at the Ossining Public Library 
and admission is free. 

The London Summer Olympics start on 
July 27th, and on Wednesday August 1st the 
Bedford Free Library will present their own 

“Olympics for Youngsters” on the Village Green, 
I see gold in our kids’ future… 

More Village Green news, the Bedford Fire 
Department will hold its 3rd annual Community 
Block Party and Car Show July 14th outside the 
firehouse on the Green.

Hey, has anyone been to Playland in Rye 
lately? If you go during the week you and 
the family can skip from ride to ride with no 
annoying lines to wait on…it is still a classic 
adventure for the entire family and in my 
opinion the Dragon Coaster is just as thrilling 
as ever and don’t forget the log flume to cool off 
with a splash or two…

It was so wonderful catching all the local 
fireworks and celebrations held around the area 
celebrating our country that we are so fortunate 
to live in, way to go America…see you next 
week. 

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

“Billy and the Showmen” to Perform at Twilight Tuesdays Concert Series
Continued from page 3

DAYCARE

By NANCY KING
Westchester County, with its 
reputation of being the highest 
taxed county in the nation 
has always been a county of 
the “haves” or “have nots”. In 
the last few months, County 

residents have watched County Executive Rob 

Astorino square off against the Democratic 
leadership of the Westchester County Board 
of Legislators on a wide variety of issues, but 
none has sparked more serious debate than 
providing subsidized child care for parents who 
are impoverished. 

Citing that a budget gap needs to be 
closed, the Astorino administration would like 

to see parental contribution to subsidized day 
care raised by 35%. Parents of the 200 children 
who receive Title XX scholarships currently 
contribute between 15 and 20%. Of course this 
set off a firestorm of litigation and vetoes on 
both sides with even the Republican minority 
agreeing that there must be a compromise 
between both sides. There is however a forgotten 
segment of this equation, and that is the county 
residents who need daycare for their children 
and may not quite fit into the official profile of 

poverty. The forgotten segment of the popula-
tion are usually found in the form of young 
families who need two salaries in order to exist 
in Westchester. With the average rent being 
around $1,700, the high cost of food, transporta-
tion, and utilities, insurance and all of the other 
basic necessities of life, you need two salaries just 
to exist in Westchester. Throw a kid into the mix 
and you get the added expense of daycare added 
to your weekly budget plan. 

According to the Child Care Council of 
Westchester, daycare can cost a family, depending 
on the age of the child, anywhere from $19 
to $487 per week. Annually it breaks down to 
anywhere from $10K to $20K a year. When 
you think about it, that’s a whole lot of money. 
Of course, if a young professional couple is each 
earning over $100K a year, this sort of expense 
would present no challenge. But what about 
a construction worker, who has to rely on the 
health of the economy to get work and may have 
a wife who does light office work for $300.00 
a week? Where do they fit in? They don’t. They 
fall between the cracks here in Westchester. They 
fall into the category of the working poor. Just 
barely able to keep a roof over their heads; it is 
often cheaper for the secondary salary earner to 

Affordable Daycare for All

http://www.ryetownpark.org
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stay home. 
Such is the case of one young couple from 

White Plains. After being out of work for nearly 
a year, ironworker Frank K. was forced to move 
in with family and take on odd jobs after being 
unable to afford rent. His wife Marie, was forced 
to shoulder the financial burden by working as 
a typist from home. Because of their previous 
annual salary when the construction industry 
was working off of federal TARP money, they 
were ineligible for any services that might keep 
their family afloat. The services denied included, 
county assistance and of course subsidized 
daycare tthey tried to obtain when Marie real-
ized that she could certainly make more money 
working outside the home. And here we have 
it, the real face of the working poor right here 
in Westchester. As the construction industry 
opens up a bit, Frank has returned to work in a 
series of temporary jobs. Marie is still working 
from home, unable to foot the cost of a $300.00 
weekly childcare bill.

Where is the Board and the Administration 
when it comes to the plight of the “working 
poor”? Why doesn’t the county subsidize actual 
daycare centers instead of individual families 
who may not on paper qualify for those daycare 
scholarships? The answer is colored by reference 
to Westchester County being broke despite that 
not being the case. Westchester is in the plus 
column but savings and necessary services have 
not been undertaken, The Democratic majority 
states that the Westchester Department of 
Social Services is running at a multi- million 
dollar surplus. If this is indeed true, then why 
isn’t some of that money being funneled into an 
account to help families that want to work and 
can work find and help them with affordable 
and safe daycare for their children. Is it because 
we here in Westchester would be pained to 
admit there are plenty of families who fall into 
the category of the working poor?

The Child Care Council of Westchester 
maintains that quality daycare is expensive. 
Most providers in accredited centers are certified 
teachers and their assistants have a minimum of 
an associate degree in early child hood studies. 
Factor in the facilities cost of operation, and those 
factors drive up the cost of daycare. Probably the 
lowest cost of a reputable daycare center are the 
teachers’ salaries. Top salary for a certified teacher 
in a day care center hovers around 31K and the 
assistant teachers are usually hourly workers and 
their salaries range from $10 to $13 an hour. 

The quest for affordable childcare isn’t just 
for those 200 slots that County government 
continues to argue about; it is a service that 
should be available to all working parents or 
those who want to work but are making less than 
what a daycare center charges. Families who 
struggle to stay just above the poverty line are 
forced to make some very tough decisions. Many 
parent turn to unlicensed day care in countless 
homes and apartments throughout the county. 
While these private babysitters are substantially 
cheaper, their operators don’t usually have the 
safety component that a reputable center has in 
place. Last year there was an incident of a baby 
dying in Ossining while in the care of an unli-
censed babysitter in a private home. The operator 
had no license, no CPR certification, and no 
emergency training. Unfortunately this is what 
many working families rely on when they have 
to make the choice to remain working.

Marie and Frank have made the choice to 
hold their collective breath and continue with 
the status quo. They hope that the construc-
tion industry will continue to provide them 
with a regular paycheck and she has decided 
to continue to type from home simply because 
they can’t afford daycare. I would be willing to 
bet that there are thousands of young families in 
Westchester who are in their position. It really 
is too bad that they have no voice in county 
government. 

Nancy King is a freelance investigative reporter; a 
resident of White Plains, New York.

Continued from page 4
Affordable Daycare for All

Writing - 3
eBooks – and Other Challenges

By JOHN F. McMULLEN

Electronic books (e-books) 
have been creeping up on us 
since the 1960s and ‘70s but 
finally arrived with a bang with 
Amazon’s introduction of the 

“Kindle” on November 19, 2007 (it sold out in the 
first five and a half hours and was out-of-stock until 
late April 2009). In the fourth quarter of 2010, 
Amazon, for the first time, sold more books in 
the US in Kindle format than paperbacks.

Since the release of the original Kindle, 
Amazon has released a number of 3G and 
Wi-Fi models, including a 7” tablet, the “Kindle 
Fire,” and had provided software “apps” to allow 
the reading of Kindle formatted e-books on 
the Apple iPhone, iPad, Macintosh, and the 
Windows and Android Operating Systems.

Although Amazon would not release 
sales figures for years, Wikipedia gathered 
the following from various sources (http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Kindle):“In 
2010, Amazon remained the undisputed leader in 
the e-reader category, accounting for 59% of e-readers 
shipped. According to an International Data 
Corporation (IDC) study from March 2011, 

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued on page 6
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By SHERIF AWAD
Premiered in Berlinale, 
then in Tribeca Festival, 
Elles is a new and provoca-
tive French drama written 
and directed by the 
Polish-born Malgorzata 

Szumowska. The movie investigates problems 
related to female sexuality through the character 
of Anne, played by French Oscar-winner actress 
Juliette Binoche, who is a Parisian journalist 
working for the women’s magazine Elle. While 
writing an article about prostitution among 
young teen students in French, she meets two 
young women, Charlotte (Anaïs Demoustier), 
the French girl who goes out with wealthy 

businessmen and the Polish 
Alicja (Joanna Kulig) who 
surrendered to clients with 
odd fetishes. What begins as 

a routine assignment quickly turns personal, as 
Anne is drawn into the lives of these fiercely 
independent young women and forced to 
confront her own sexual fears and desires. The 
conversations with the two girls make Anne 
realize that there is more to life than she thinks, 
and she starts to doubt her own values and 
certainties.

Binoche was Malgoska’s first choice to 
portray Anne because she liked her previous 
roles in many of her acclaimed films. “My 
producer was thinking that Juliette might not 
accept the role because she is now a big star 
who could find some scenes too explicit”, noted 

Continued on page 7

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

sales for all e-book readers worldwide reached 12.8 
million in 2010; 48% of them were Kindle models. 
In December 2011, Amazon announced sales figures 
for the first time: since the end of November customers 
bought “well over” one million Kindles per week; this 
includes all available Kindle models and also the 
Kindle Fire tablet. IDC estimated that the Kindle 
Fire sold about 4.7 million units during the fourth 
quarter of 2011.

In November 2009, Amazon’s biggest 
competitor in book sales, Barnes and Noble, 
released its reader, the “Nook,” and, since then, 
has produced competitive models and software 
apps to the Kindle (In addition to similar book 
downloading as the Kindle, the use of a Nook in a 
Barnes and Noble store allows the user to read any 
title in the store on the Nook free for 1 hour.). The 
Los Angeles Times wrote “On December 1, 2011, 
Barnes & Noble stated that Nook and Nook-related 
sales for Q2 of 2011 were $920 million. The Nook 
had 13.4% global market share for E-ink readers 
in 2011.” On April 30, 2012, Barnes & Noble 
entered into a partnership with Microsoft that 
will spin off the Nook and Barnes & Noble’s 
college bookstores into a subsidiary

The idea of electronic books goes back to 
the 1960s but was radically different than today’s 
e-books. Visionaries such as Douglas Engelbart 
at SRI, Andries van Dam at Brown University 
and Ted Nelson of Project Xanadu (Nelson’s 
creation) developed various implementations of 
“Hypertext” (documents that had “depth rather than 
length” – users would click on words or phrases to go 
deeper into definitions or discussions about the words 
or phrases – similar to today’s World Wide Web). 
This approach would be extremely useful for 
corporate employee manuals and system docu-
mentation and some firms put such documents 
on CDs with Hypertext software attached.

The person who gets the usual credit 
for creating the modern e-books is Michael 
S. Hart who entered the US Declaration of 
Independence onto a computer system at the 
University of Illinois in 1971. Shortly after this, 
Hart founded “Project Gutenberg” with the 
desire of loading as many public domain books 
onto a computer system for the public to down-
load. As of November 2011, Project Gutenberg 
claimed over 39,000 items in its collection 
(Wikipedia -- http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Project_Gutenberg).

Project Gutenberg made books available 
to computers, desktops and laptops, but manu-
facturers soon focused on developing handheld 
readers, which people could bring with them 
as they would a paperback book. Alan Kay 
included e-books in his design of the never 
implemented Dynabook at Xerox PARC in 
the late 1960s (before Gutenberg) and 1970s. 
In 1992, Sony introduced the “Data Discman,” 
which it envisioned could be used as an e-book 
reader but it was not until the 1998 introduction 
of the “Rocket e-book Reader” (later, after mergers 
and sales, sold under the name of the “RCA ebook 
Reader”) that the general public began to take 
e-book readers seriously.

While the technology for reading e-books 
was constantly improving (e-ink, later used by 
both the Kindle and Nook was first used by Sony 
in 2004 on its “Librie” and in 2006 on the “Sony 
Reader”), the method of getting the books to 
the readers was too “clunky” for the average non-
techie. One would search for an e-book online 
(whether through Project Gutenberg or one of the 
other repositories that had come into being), find a 
title, download it to a personal computer, connect 
the reader to the computer and transfer the 
book to reader – not many people were reading 
e-books.

Then in 2007, Amazon had its answer to 
the delivery problem – buy a Kindle and then 
buy the e-books directly from us! Amazon would 
download the book in a matter of minutes, using 

Amazon’s “WhisperNet” network. This was a 
game changer – Amazon was already a well-
trusted electronic vendor, the Kindle received 
great press and soon rivals appeared. The e-book 
was established as a major platform – to the 
extent that the New York Times now has a 
separate “Best Seller” list for e-books.

Wikipedia has two very comprehensive 
pages concerned with e-book development; 
the first containing a time line of develop-
ment (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E-book) 
and the second comparing all e-book readers 
and formats (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Comparison_of_e-book_readers).

Until recently, the e-books sold by Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble were simply electronic 
versions of their print catalogue. However, we 
now see great emergence of both enhanced 
e-books, using music and video to supplement 
the written text and books written specifically to 
be published as an e-book.

At the “Books Without Borders” conference 
held June 9th in Yonkers, NY, mystery writer C. 
E. Lawrence, author of the “Silent” series (ex. 
“Silent Screams”, “Silent Kills”, and the forth-
coming August 2012 “Silent Slaughter”) related 
that her publisher had asked her to develop a 
short e-book (a novella or group of short stories) 
for publication a month or two before the 
August book date to stir interest in the charac-
ters. Another panelist, Mark Goldblatt, added 
that he had signed a contract for and delivered 
an e-book “Bumper Sticker Liberalism: Peeling 
Back the Idiocies of the Political Left” last fall. The 
book was 10,000 words and is scheduled to be 
released this July. On Halloween, he received a 
call that the publisher really liked the book and 
wanted it expanded to 30,000 words for a print 
edition – by December 31st (he made the deadline).

The last anecdote points out one of the 
differences between printed books and e-books 
– a printed Novel will be 40,000 words or more; a 
Novella -17,500 – 40,000 words; a Novelette 7, 
500 – 17,500 words; and a Short Story – under 

7,500 words; an e-book may be any length.
There are now Kindle Singles by such 

well-known writers as Nelson DeMille, Karen 
Slaughter, and David Baldacci and many others. 
They are works written solely for the Kindle.

Another option for the writer is to self-
publish on the Kindle and / or Nook, The 
interface is even easier than it is for “Publishing-
On-Demand” (“POD).

In other words, the advent of e-books has 
opened many more options / questions for 
authors.

Write and try to sell a work through an 
agent or directly to a publisher aiming for a 
printed work that may also lead to an e-book.

Write an e-book to publicize an existing or 
soon-to-be printed book

Write an original e-book and try to sell it 
through conventional means

Write an original e-book and self-publish it 
for the Kindle and / or Nook platform

In any case, the author will have to self-
promote the work if he / she expects to sell any 
copies (for advise in the use of technology, check 
out Laura E; Kelly’s website (http://www.laura-
e-kelly.com/key-author-resources/).

Writing – just another industry in which 
practitioners must keep up with the technology!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly acceler-
ating technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more.

John F.McMullen has been involved in technology 
for over 40 years and has written about it for major 
publications. He may be found on Facebook and his 
current non-technical writing, a novel, “The Inwood 
Book” and “New & Collected Poems by johnmac the 
bard” are available on Amazon. He is a professor 
at Purchase College and has previously taught at 
Monroe College, Marist College, and the New 
School for Social Research.

Continued from page 5

Writing - 3
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Between Three Women

“Elles” in Berlinale.
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Malgoska, whose film was inspired by many 
articles she read in the Polish and French press. 
“The movie reflects many problems related to 
women and men living in the modern day. Anne 
and her husband represent a model of today’s 
middle-age couple whose marital relationship 
has lost dialog and intimacy a long time a time 
ago. The wife is busy with her work and her chil-
dren while the husband is seeking an after hour’s 
getaway with porn, film, or prostitutes, leaving 
his wife to loneliness and depression”.

While presenting contradictions in Western 
society and its moral decline, Elles asks many 
questions, yet leaves the viewer in search for 
answers. Near the end of the film, it seems 
that all the sexual experiences of Charlotte 
and Alicja have become the fantasies of Anne. 
While having a dinner with her husband and 
their friends, she imagines the two young 
women’s clients sharing a repast at the very 
same table as her present guests. Agitated and 
confused, Anne stands up, leaves home only to 
wander about throughout the night. The scene 
next cuts to the following day where we find 
Anne back home wearing a torn dress, her hair 
and makeup messed. Did Anne go to fulfill her 
desires? We are left to our uncertainty. Malgoska 
concurs, “I have no messages in the film… I am 
simply asking questions for which I don’t have 
answers”. Elles evokes a demeanor that is juxta-
posed to he more familiar commercial media 
that is in your face and more direct.

Rising Polish actress Joanna Kulig is a grad-
uate of the Ludwik Solski State Drama School 
who debuted in numerous TV series on national 
Polish TV. Passionate about music and singing, 
she also studied piano in Krakow, Poland, 
where a famous animation festival is hosted in 
November annually. The year 2011 marked her 
breakthrough in French cinema with two major 
roles; the first was in the psychological thriller 
The Woman in the Fifth by Polish director 
Pawel Pawlikowski opposite Ethan Hawke and 
Kristin Scott Thomas, and the second role was 
in Elles. Next year, she will appear as a witch in 
the US action-fantasy Hansel and Gretel: Witch 
Hunters. Kulig told me she tried to research her 
role in Elles only to discover that many young 
women who fall into the rings of prostitution, 
like her character Alicja, become addicted to sex 
and with strangers and would not quit even if 
their need for extra cash is over.

When I saw Elles in a press screening in 
New York, some female film critics found the 
sex scenes too graphic. In fact, they were more 
explicit than your regular erotic film. Since 
Roman Polanski’s Bitter Moon, Jean-Jacques 
Annaud’s The Lover of Paul Verhoven’s Basic 
Instinct, we did not see such tantalizing perfor-
mances on celluloid. That’s why MPAA gave 
Elles an NC-17 rating (which means it is for 
adults only, like the X-Rating of the 1970s).” 
For me, these scenes were not that obvious”, 
explains Szumowska. “Everybody knows that 
these things happen in real life. But because we 
don’t frequently see them in cinema, they can 
be shocking to some of us. To visualize such a 
subject, I needed to show something, otherwise 
the film would be very cold and unemotional”.

“My wish was to show Elles in the Cairo 
Festival next November and to bring back 
Juliette Binoche who was given a tribute in its 
2010 edition since it would be the only oppor-
tunity to screen ssomething so “hot” in Egypt, 
uncut and uncensored during the Festival. But 
after the win of the presidency in Egypt by an 
Islamic Brotherhood candidate, maybe this will 
only be a fantasy”.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad I a film / video 
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt 
Today Magazine, and the artistic director for both 
the Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He 
also contributes to Variety, in the United States, and 
Variety Arabia, in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Between Three Women

Juliette Binoche.Joanna Kulig.Malgoska Szumowska.Anaïs Demoustier .

Continued from page 6

Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

AUSTIN, TX and YONKERS, NY 
– In a press release issued Monday, July 
2, 2012, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema 
announced its plans for a second Alamo 
location in the New York City area; in 
Yonkers, NY. Alamo Drafthouse Yonkers 
is slated to open during the 2012 holiday 
season at 2500 Central Park Avenue. 

“In our hometown of Austin, Texas, 
we have five Alamo Drafthouse loca-
tions. Similarly, we have plans to open up 
multiple neighborhood theaters to serve 
different areas of the metroplex. We are 
excited to get to know and become a part 
of Yonkers with our second New York 
location,” says Tim League, CEO & 
Founder of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema. 

The Alamo Yonkers venue will 
feature six screens of new release movies, 
independent and repertory films as well as the 
Alamo’s unique signature programming. Each 
of the auditoriums will be equipped with state 

of the art digital projection as well as excellent 
screen size to room ratio and amazing sound. 

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema to Open 
in Yonkers
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Ad Sales Position for Print Media
Ad Salesperson wanted for print media for local weekly newspaper in Westchester. Must have experience and must have 

car with clean driver’s license.
• Full time position.  • Must live in Westchester.  • Good Pay and Bonus Structures.  • Looking to hire immediately.

Please call Wilca at (914) 632-1230 to schedule an interview  •  Email resume to ctmetro44@gmail.com.

In addition to the superior AV equipment, the 
layout of each screening room will eliminate 
the traditional front row, ensuring every seat in 
the house allows for a great viewing experience. 
Four of the six theaters at Alamo Yonkers will 
be equipped for 3D projection and one of the 

theaters will offer 35MM projection. 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema combines 

dinner, drinks, films and events, all under one 
roof. The theaters have been heralded for their 
unique programming events and high exhibition 
standards, earning accolades like “Best Theater 
Ever” (Time Magazine) and “the coolest theater 

in the world” (Wired). The Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinemas provides a unique combination of 
theatre and restaurant, showing first-run & inde-
pendent films and special programming events 
with an extensive menu made from scratch in 
a state-of-the-art culinary kitchen. Customers 
order all food and drinks from servers who 
quietly attend to them throughout the movie.

Alamo Drafthouse is now accepting appli-
cations for managers, kitchen staff, creative 

programmers, bartenders and waiters for the 
upcoming Yonkers theater.  Employment appli-
cations can be downloaded at www.drafthouse.
com/careers/join_the_team

For the latest developments on Alamo 
Drafthouse Yonkers, follow them on Facebook 
& Twitter. 

Facebook: facebook.com/AlamoNYC ;
Twitter: twitter.com/AlamoNYC
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema to Open in Yonkers

HEALTH

By EVAN LEVINE, M.D.
I remember it quite clearly.
When it hit me, it was as sharp 
and as sudden as a bullet from 
a gun. Just a day before I had 
noticed that my urine looked a 
bit amber and now I had this 

sudden, sharp pain in my flank: “You fool,” I told 
myself, “you have a kidney stone.” I was pretty 
sure that’s what it was, but to make sure, I had 
my wife drive me to the ER (Emergency Room) 
where a CAT scan clearly showed a rather large 
and calcified stone in my right kidney.

Renal stones (nephrolithiasis) are much 
more common than I would have guessed. In 
the United States in 2000, almost 2 million 
outpatient visits resulted in a primary diagnosis 
of kidney stones. While there are several types 
of stones, the majority of them, over 80 percent, 
are made up of calcium combined with oxalate.

After a week of waxing and waning pain; 
pain that many women who have had kidney 
stones have compared to their labor pains, and 
an $8,000 dollar visit to an ER (a future story), 
my urologist decided we should blast the thing 
out of my kidney by using focused sound beams. 
And so a few more thousand dollars later, with 
the use of the technique known as lithotripsy, 
my stone was broken into several sharp sliver like 
pieces that would pass, like, I suppose, real slivers 
of glass would, from me over the course of about 
a week.

For the few moments I had no pain, I began 

to wonder why I got these stones and if there 
was a way to prevent them. This was something I 
wasn’t hoping to have again. I wondered if there 
was some correlation, or association, between the 
foods I ate and why I formed this kidney stone. 
And so, when I had the strength to do so, I began 
searching through the medical literature. I found 
out that most stones are made up of calcium and 
oxalate but that the dietary Oxalate intake was 
far more important in causing these calcium 
oxalate stones. I might be a physician but I hadn’t 
the foggiest notion that calcium kidney stones 
were actually a combination of calcium and 
oxalate, and then it hit me like a ton of bricks, 
or better still, that kidney stone: I ate tons of 
almonds. OK, I ate ounces of almonds almost 
every single day, often as many as three small 
bags of roasted non-salted almonds. Could it be 
that I was loading myself up with oxalates when 
I was munching on almonds?

I ran to my computer, did the standard 
Google search, and came up with what I had 
expected; almonds are loaded with oxalates (just 
below Rhubarb and Spinach), and eating too 
much of them, like I did, was potentially the 
reason why I got that kidney stone. And not 
only were almonds loaded with oxalates but 
the oxalates in almonds appeared to be better 
absorbed, according to a one study published 
in the Journal of Urology, into our body when 
compared to other sources of dietary oxalate.

I had always thought that eating almonds, 
instead of the usual snacks, would be good for 

me. Almonds after all were loaded with fiber, 
might help lower your cholesterol, and had 
antioxidants. Even Dr. Oz seems to believe that 
almonds are good for you championing them as 
“The best snack of all.” “Because nuts are high 
in fiber and protein, they’ll satiate you so you’ll 
never be hungry. Because of my Turkish culture, 
I grew up eating almonds that have been soaked 
in water first. I still do that. It makes them taste 
completely different—very sweet,” Dr. Oz says.

What could go wrong? But as I read the 
Almond Board of California site (almost all 
the almonds grown in the states are grown in 
California) I wondered why they suggested 
everyone have a handful of almonds a day? Why 
not just say eat almonds and eat lots of them? 
Was this a carefully vetted statement?

Here is just one of several statements made 
on their site:

Of all the things to love about almonds, this 
one should really get your heart pumping: Just a 
handful of almonds a day may help you maintain 
healthy cholesterol levels. And that’s good news 
for just about everyone as cardiovascular disease 
holds its spot as the leading cause of death 
among men and women in the U.S.

California Almonds are cholesterol-free and 
low in saturated fat, making them a deliciously 
tempting option for smarter meals and snacks. 
And research is now showing they may also help 
maintain a healthy heart. In 2003, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration released a health 
claim recognizing that California Almonds can 
help you maintain a healthy cholesterol level. 
And no, you’re not dreaming.

Why do they keep saying a handful and why 
do they limit it to that amount? Do the almond 
growers know that eating too many almonds 
could be dangerous to your health? Are they 
afraid that perhaps the FDA would mandate 

that warnings be placed on foods loaded with 
oxalates, like almonds, because these foods 
might have some relationship or might even be 
causing thousands of us to form kidney stones 
and perhaps even worse, kidney failure?

I researched the topic even further. Eager 
to learn more I decided to see if the prevalence 
of kidney stones, the amount of people who had 
kidney stones in a given time, had increased over 
the past several years. What I learned is that the 
prevalence, in the United States, as well as most 
other nations, had about doubled in less than ten 
years: the incidence is about 1 in 11 people in 
the USA now.

Many experts, from what I read, seem to 
blame this epidemic of kidney stones with the 
increase in obesity and diabetes, which doctors 
say is associated with stones, while some even 
blame global warming; more sweating means 
more dehydration, higher concentration of 
calcium and oxalate in the urine and an increase 
chance for stones to form. No one seemed to 
consider that an increase in almond consump-
tion (or other foods high in oxalates) may be the 
culprit.

I dug in more and took a look to see if 
almond consumption was up in the US. I 
found that the USDA calculates that almond 
consumption had doubled since 1994 and 
tripled since the 1970’s; with most people not 
eating almonds directly as I did, but in cereals, 
baked products and health bars. In other words 
many people are eating almonds and don’t even 
know they are.

While this was by no means a cause and 
effect relationship, things began to look quite 
suspicious. I came down with a calcium oxalate 
stone and the only risk I could find was that I 
ate a lot of almonds. Almonds contain the most 

WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

Be Warned
Many Dangerous Foods Lack Warning Labels

http://drafthouse.com/careers/join_the_team/
http://drafthouse.com/careers/join_the_team/
http://www.facebook.com/AlamoNYC
http://twitter.com/AlamoNYC
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By GLENN SLABY
One of the wonderful things 
about family life are stories 
passed down from generations. 
They may start out as an unex-
pected mishap turning into 
comic farce or historical anti-

dote, reminding us of where we came & where 
we’re headed. Life can create experiences and 
lessons to remember and treasure. These inter-
ventions may strengthen the family bond; create 
memories to be laughed at and to be grateful for. 
This unexpected Divine Providence could resur-
rect the hidden self and develop character. About 
seven years ago, Divine Providence visited our 
family, blessing us with the following gift.

Stirred from a sound sleep, at two in the 
morning, by one of our felines’ strange whinings, 
my wife saw nothing unusual in the bath-
room where “BeBe” mysteriously cried, staring 
upward. Back to a sleep she went and the first 
of the fortunes of Divine Providence occurred 
- because my wife decided not to look at the 
ceiling.

With the usual groggy morning routine, 
my spouse walks by the staring cats and heads 
for a new day. Next, my son walks by -”What’s 
this black thing on the curtain, Mom, Dad?” 
Grudgingly, and bemoaning the loss of five more 
minutes of sleep, father, slowly comes out from 
under the comfortable sheets. Amazing, how a 
simple thing like the change in ones tone can 
alter the smooth movements of the awakening 
body and get the adrenalin flowing. “Glenn?!” 
was enough, a complete sentence was definitely 
unnecessary.

With images of horrid creatures beginning 
to stir in my now stimulated synapses, I joined 
the trio of cat, wife and son staring at this ‘thing’ 
on our curtain. It was big, black and a little hairy. 

Relief, amazement and a National Geographic 
program from long age flooded my thoughts as 
I sleepily concluded that it was neither a spider, 
rodent nor roach, thank God, but having never 
seen one up close, my mind concluded that this 
black, slightly hairy thing was ‘just” a bat. A bat? 
With a how, where and why crossing my mind, 
it was just not the time to find out how, where 
and why or to panic. It was time for action, to 
rise up above circumstances presented, to fight 
for family welfare, to fight for family honor, to 
fight in keeping our home safe, and to put on a 
pair of pants. Grabbing an empty coffee can out 
of the linen closet, I lunged and promptly missed 
the now flying mammal. And so began the epic 
confrontation, to be remembered for genera-
tions, to become part of family lore, of the battle 
of father versus bat.…

We were in battle ready mode. The players 
were in position, somewhat. Angela was at the 
opened back door, my cats nowhere in sight and 
my son without fear, laughing at our predica-
ment and I had pants on. We had home field 
advantage and proven weaponry - a five-foot 
plastic broom. The opponents squared off. In one 
corner, a highly engineered, nature tested, radar 
equipped, millennium old, extremely maneuver-
able, fast flying mammal with a six inch wing 
span. In the other corner - an unemployed 
accountant.

It was difficult to decide which of the two 
were the more nervous or brighter. Trying not 
to act like Laurel & Hardy, or Moe, Larry and 
Curly, with a swinging broom and light fixtures 
abound, I got on the offensive. Refusing to leave 
our domicile, another sign of Providence, my 
opponent confined itself to the first floor - I 
got a break in not having to run up and down 
the stairs with unbuckled pants, however, it 
smartly refused to be cornered or land on an 

accessible wall. Also, my “guest” was able to out-
maneuver my broom. I had to hit it somehow in 
mid-flight and here came valuable lessons and 
tactics learned from staying up late watching 
the Military History Channel – with a moving 
target, aim not where the target is but where it is 
going. Now, the more I swung, the closer I got to 
hitting it. Sidebar, just in case you come across a 
bat: they do not fly in a straight line. They move 

in mid air with the flexibility of a cat chasing a 
toy filled with catnip. Wondering on how long 
this battle would wage, I finally, got in a lucky 
shot, winging it. Momentarily stunned, it was 
captured and swept it into an empty container. 
It squeaked. I threw out the broom. Divine 
Providence – I could have discarded the bat 
immediately, but logic intoned that it should be 
held until we learned more. As bats go, it was 
kind of cute and innocent looking. I should have 
taken a picture.

Divine Providence struck again. We learned 
that a small percentage of bats have rabies, so 

important ingredient needed to form the most 
common type of kidney stone — oxalate. The 
prevalence of kidney stones has doubled since 
1994 just as the consumption of almonds has 
doubled.

I then looked at how prevalent kidney 
stones might be in a country where, according to 
Dr. Oz, people grow up eating almonds. What 
I found was shocking! According to a study 
published on kidney stone disease in Turkey 
(an updated epidemiological study. Eur Urol. 
1991;20:200–203), the incidence of kidney 
stones in Turkey in 1989, was 11.8 %. This 

would suggest that the country which appears to 
embrace almond consumption from the earliest 
ages also has the highest rate of kidney stones.

So in conclusion, please consider that 
almonds are chock full of oxalates, the most 
important component of kidney stones. As the 
intake of almonds has increased in the United 
States, and several other countries, the preva-
lence of kidney stones has also increased. In 
Turkey, where it is customary for even young 
children to eat almonds, the prevalence of kidney 
stones may be the highest in the world. Dr. Oz 
and others, who claim to be experts on health 
and diet, should be cautious when they suggest 
that their listeners, especially those who have a 

history of kidney stones, consume almonds as an 
ideal snack. Taking their advice might do more 
harm than good.

One has to wonder if the multi-billion 
dollar almond industry is aware that by hyping 
their product as a health conscious food, and 
without any warning of its potential risk, this 
huge and global industry could be contrib-
uting to thousands, perhaps millions, of their 
consumers developing renal stones.

My advice is to limit the quantity of 
almonds you eat and completely avoid them and 
other foods high in oxalates, if you have a history 
of calcium oxalate Kidney Stones. If the industry 
won’t add warnings voluntarily, I believe that it 
would be prudent for the FDA to require that a 
warning label be placed on packages of almonds 

noting that “increased consumption of almonds 
and other foods high in oxalates may signifi-
cantly increase your risk of developing kidney 
stones.” If you would like to find out more about 
which foods contain high levels of oxalates or 
how to reduce your risk of developing calcium 
oxalate kidney stones see the following links:
The Oxalate Content of Foods
National Kidney and Urologic Diseases 
Information Clearinghouse

Dr. Evan S. Levine is a cardiologist in New York 
and a Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 
at Montefiore Medical Center – Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine. He is also the author of the book 
“What Your Doctor Won’t (or can’t) Tell You”. He 
lives in Connecticut with his wife and children.

Continued on page 10

FREE SHIRT OFFER ! 
Great Conditions, Fast Greens 

& Friendly Service.

free shirt
Over 10 colors/styles to choose from. 
Exclusively “Your Advantage” Brand

WHILE SUPPLYS LAST!

Valid on play between 11:00AM and 11:50AM 
any day of the week. Includes

greens fee, cart, range balls and 
1 “Your Advantage” Shirt!

Weekday fee $47.50
Weekend fee $69.00

Offer not valid with any other discounts or promotions, including pre-paid annuals. 
MUST PRESENT THIS AD TO RECEIVE SHIRT

  Professionally managed by RDC Golf  Group

And for a limited time, we’ll also 
give your the shirt off our back!

 Putnam National Golf Club  
845.628.4200  •   www.putnamnational.com

Owned by Putnam County and Operated by RDC Golf Group
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Divine Providence, Hope and A Little Bit of Humor
Or How to Get Rid of Unwanted Visitors
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http://www.ohf.org/docs/Oxalate2008.pdf
http://kidney.niddk.nih.gov/kudiseases/pubs/kidneystonediet/index.aspx
http://kidney.niddk.nih.gov/kudiseases/pubs/kidneystonediet/index.aspx
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if it escaped – shots for humans and cats alike. 
Also, if severely damaged, our “guest” could 
not be tested. The creature was alive, feisty and 
squeaking in a covered can with two rocks on 

the lid and a chair over that with a rock on the 
chair - in the backyard. A local trapper initially 
recommended placing it in the freezer – a possi-
bility only if I wanted to buy a new freezer and 
throw out my ice cream. Our bat tested negative 

for disease.
Sometimes God sends you little gifts that 

go unnoticed, disguised as annoyances, until 
that time when you could “see” more clearly. For 
me, this Godsend led into something greater, 
relieving the stress of unemployment and mental 
illness.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A former 
accountant with an MBA. He writes part-time and 
works at the New Rochelle Public Library and at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, New York.

Continued from page 9
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Divine Providence, Hope and A Little Bit of Humor

HISTORY

By ROBERT SCOTT
“All history, so far as it is not 
supported by contemporary 
evidence, is romance.” So 
observed Dr. Samuel Johnson 
to James Boswell, his biogra-
pher. No period of history has 

been subject to more romantic enhancement 
than the American Revolution. 

Dr. Johnson’s sage remark was brought to 
mind by the holiday we just observed. We should 
more properly call it:

America’s Erroneous 
Birthday 

The Fourth of July is universally regarded 
as America’s birthday. Some say because the 
Declaration of Independence was adopted on 
that date in 1776 in Philadelphia. Others say 
it marks the date on which the history-making 
document was signed by the members of that 
first Continental Congress. It may come as 
a surprise to discover that these are legends. 
Moreover, they are legends that have been given 
the ring of truth by several famous errors. 

Not the least of these errors is John 
Trumbull’s historically inaccurate painting, “The 
Declaration of Independence,” which hangs in 
the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol and is repro-
duced on the obverse of the two-dollar bill. 

In their old age, John Adams and Thomas 
Jefferson both mistakenly recalled that the docu-
ment had been signed on July 4th, adding to 
a fiction that apparently will not die. Despite 
its date of July 4th, the Continental Congress 
actually voted in favor of independence on July 
2nd. Two days later it adopted the wording of 
Jefferson’s Declaration.

In New York, the colony’s Provincial 
Congress gave its assent on July 9th. At 6 p.m. 
that same day the Declaration was read to 
Washington’s troops mustered in the Common 
(now City Hall Park). A rowdy crowd of soldiers 
and civilians then marched down Broadway to 
Bowling Green, where they toppled the eques-
trian statue of George III erected in 1770.  The 
head was put on a spike, and the rest of the statue, 
two tons of lead, was hauled to Connecticut 
to be made into musket balls for the use of 
Continental troops.

As for signing the document, Jefferson’s 

rough draft of the Declaration was not ordered 
to be engrossed (penned) on parchment until 
July 19, 1776--more than two weeks after the 
Fourth of July. 

In fact, no one actually signed the document 
until August 2nd, when all delegates present did 
so. At least six of the 56 signatures were added 
later. Matthew Thornton from New Hampshire 
was not a member of the Continental Congress 
when the Declaration was drawn up. He was 
elected in the fall of 1776 and received permis-
sion to sign in November when he took his seat. 

Thomas McKean, of Delaware, seems to 
have been the first to publicly challenge the 
idea that the Declaration of Independence was 
signed on July 4th. McKean discovered that 
his name did not appear as a signer in the early 
printed journals of the Continental Congress 
and complained. The exact date of his signing 

is not known, but it probably was after Jan 18, 
1777.

Four conservative members of the 
Continental Congress refused to sign the docu-
ment on principle. These were John Dickinson 
of Pennsylvania; James Duane, who became 
a mayor of New York City (Duane Street is 
named for him); Robert R. Livingston (Robert 
Fulton’s future patron and partner); and John Jay, 
of Bedford, N.Y., later governor and first chief 
justice of the Supreme Court. 

Some members of the Continental 
Congress never signed--for good reason: 
Generals George Washington, John Sullivan, 
Christopher Gadsden and George Clinton were 
all serving in the field. Fiery radical Patrick Henry 
did not sign; he had resigned precipitously from 
the Continental Congress in February of 1776 
and returned to Virginia. 

In British eyes, signing such a document 

represented a treasonable act, so delay on the 
part of any signers is understandable. When 
Lewis Morris, then third lord of the manor of 
Morrisania in Westchester (now part of the 
borough of the Bronx), was about to sign, he was 
reminded that doing so would risk death and 
confiscation of his manor, which lay in the path 
of the fighting.

 “Damn the consequences, give me the 
pen,” he is said to have replied. He signed with 
a flourish; his Westchester estate was ravaged in 
retaliation. The homes of 15 of the signers of the 
Declaration were destroyed.

Who Created the Stars 
and Stripes? 

June 14th is celebrated as Flag Day because 
on that date in 1776, Congress passed a resolu-
tion vaguely defining what the American flag 
should look like. It said, “Resolved that the flag 
of the United States be 13 stripes alternate red 
and white, that the union be 13 stars white in a 
blue field representing a new constellation.” No 
specification was made for the arrangement of 
the stars. 

Many authorities believe that the 
“Bennington Flag,” flown at the battle of 
Bennington, Vt.,  in August of 1777, was the 
first to be carried by American ground forces in 
battle. Its blue field, nine stripes deep, has an arch 
of only 11 seven-pointed stars over the numerals 
“76,” with two stars added at the top corners. 

Unfortunately, the design of the Bennington 
flag does not meet the requirements of the Flag 
Resolution. A significant difference is that the 
top and bottom stripes are white, rather than the 
prescribed red.

Another claim is that the Stars and Stripes 
were first flown over Fort Stanwix (on the site 
of modern Rome, N.Y.), which held out against 
British Col. Barry St. Leger’s raiding expedi-
tion into the Mohawk Valley in 1777. Marinus 

The Cambridge Flag exhibits British influence.

The New England Pine Tree Flag.

Betsy Ross demonstrates how she made five-pointed stars.

The Gadsden or Rattlesnake Flag.

Debunking Our Historical Myths
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Willett supplied the makings of this flag from 
British uniforms he captured at Peekskill.

A flag historian later decided that this “was 
not the Stars and Stripes, but a flag of the same 
design as that raised by George Washington at 
Cambridge, Mass., on taking command of the 
Continental Army” on July 3, 1775.

That flag had 13 alternating red and white 
stripes and the joined crosses of St. George and St. 

Andrew in the canton (the rectangle at the upper 
corner next to the staff). Washington’s Cambridge 
flag was a modified version of the British Meteor 
Flag, so named not for its design but because of 
the terror it supposedly struck in Britain’s foes. 

In the American version, six horizontal white 
stripes were imposed on its red field, thus forming 
13 alternate red and white stripes. 

According to a definitive history of the 
American flag, “while Congress never formally 
adopted it, this banner soon became known as 
the ‘Union Flag,’ the ‘Grand Union Flag,’ the 
‘Congress Flag,’ and the ‘Colours of the United 
Colonies.’” 

Other famous flags antedated the Flag 
Resolution. These included the Bunker Hill 
Flag (probably a red flag with a green tree in 
the canton); the Gadsden, or South Carolina 
Rattlesnake Flag (“Don’t Tread on Me”); the 
New England Pine Tree Flag (“An Appeal to 
Heaven”); and the Crescent Flag, with a cres-
cent moon in the upper left corner and the word 
“Liberty” emblazoned across the bottom), first 
flown at the siege of Charleston, S.C., in 1776.

Did Betsy Ross Sew the 
First Flag? 

Don’t bet on it. Every schoolchild knows-
-and will proudly tell you--that Betsy Ross 
made the first American flag in Philadelphia for 
George Washington. According to the legend, 
Washington, Robert Morris--who raised money 
to finance the Continental Army--and George 

Ross, Betsy’s uncle, ordered it. The three were 
members of the Continental Congress; the date is 
supposed to have been in May of 1776, thus ante-
dating the Flag Resolution. 

But did this widowed upholsterer actually 
sew the first flag? Popularly called the “Betsy Ross 
pattern,” the flag in question has 13 five-pointed 
white stars in a wreath, or circle, on a blue field, 
and with seven red and six white stripes. 

Historians do not regard that flag as a serious 
contender for the honor of being the first American 
flag. Documentary evidence exists that Betsy was 
paid in 1777 for “making ships’ colours, etc.” 

In fact, the story of the Betsy Ross flag did not 
surface until it was told in 1870, almost a hundred 
years after the event, by her grandson, William 
Canby, who claimed it was a family tradition. 

Canby’s account was supported by affidavits 
offered by Betsy Ross’s granddaughter, daughter 
and niece, which described, many years after the 

fact, how Betsy Ross recounted the story of her flag. 
But no contemporaneous records exist attesting to 
her primacy in the making of a 1776 flag. 

One contemporary contender was poet 
and artist Francis Hopkinson. A signer of the 
Declaration of Independence from New Jersey, 
Hopkinson played a role in designing the seals of 
the American Philosophical Society, the State of 
New Jersey and the University of Pennsylvania.

In 1780, Hopkinson wrote to the Admiralty 
Board that he was pleased they liked the seal he 
had designed for them, and requested recognition 
for this and “other devices” he itemized, including 
designs for Continental currency.

Topping his list, however, was his claim that 
he had created the “Stars and Stripes.” Hopkinson 
petitioned Congress and requested only “a 
Quarter Cask of the public wine” for his “labours 
of fancy,” evidence perhaps of his desire more for 
recognition than for payment. After much wran-
gling, his invoice was not paid because it lacked 
supporting vouchers. Congress decided in 1781 
that too many people had worked on the design 
of the flag for any one person to be given credit 
as its creator. 

Such fanciful distortions from the time of 
the Revolution only prove the truth of another of 
Samuel Johnson’s remarks recorded by Boswell: 
“Many things which are false are transmitted 
from book to book and gain credit in the world.”

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and 
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, 
New York.

1-800-NEW-FLOORS • 1-800-639-3566
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The Bunker Hill Flag.

The New England Pine Tree Flag.

The Hopkinson Flag featured 13 
six-pointed stars in rows.pointed stars.

Debunking Our Historical Myths
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LAW

By HAROLD J. REYNOLDS
When I was eleven years old 
I was told, and I believed it to 
be true, that God punished 
evil people, but then I saw 
that he didn’t, and then I saw 
that sometimes he did punish 

them, but then I saw that evil people sometimes 
were good and sometimes good people changed 
in midstream in doing good and turned to evil 
while they were doing good. In the end, I saw 
that God had absolutely nothing to do with 
good and evil, that good and evil were, so to 
speak, none of his business.

And so, one day, at a Lower East Side 
school where I was educated by military officers 
disguised as German nuns, Sister Ildephonse 
looked at the ceiling and said, as if to herself, “No 
matter who you are, children, you can always rely 
on God’s love”. At that moment the course of 
my life was changed when I snidely whispered 
to the class forger, Vladimir Petrov, “God owes us 
nothing”. Sister Ildephonse, upon hearing what 
I had said, swooped down the aisle, grabbed my 
red tie, and dragged me upright into the cloak 

room where she beat me about the head, left 
and right, left and right, with such force that for 
a moment I stood apart from her beating and 
wondered at her strength as she delivered her 
blows.

That night, as I lay in my bed in our cold 
water flat, I rolled over and over thinking of a 
plan for vengeance on Sister Ildephonse but 
could think of no way in which I could conceal 
my identity. But then I prayed to God to help 
me, and so he did, and I saw that, though he did 
not owe me anything, he was just. I suddenly 
realized that the key for concealing my identity 
was by telling a priest in a confessional some-
thing evil about Sister Ildephonse. We had 
been told by Sister Ildephonse herself that a 
priest’s mouth was silenced forever, even by the 
threat of death, about what he had heard in the 
confessional from any penitent. I was, I may as 
well say it, transfixed by the joy that my plan for 
vengeance upon Sister Ildephonse came out of 
her own mouth. For the next week, I could think 
of nothing but the variety of lies that I could 
tell the priest without making him suspicious 
of me, whose identity of course he would know 

by looking through the grill at my bent form. 
And so, having selected Father Fleckenstein, the 
newest priest in the parish, who was young and 
nervous looking, I entered his confessional on a 
Saturday afternoon, the time when the priests 
every week were in their confessionals ready to 
deal with the sins of what I thought a surprising 

number of parishioners.
“Bless me father, for I have sinned. My last 

confession….”
“Get on with it, boy, no need to go into that 

recitation.”
I confessed about five or six sins, none of 

How I Became a Lawyer
Continued on page 12
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them extraordinary. Sins of disobedience of my 
parents, of a choice lie that I was somewhat 
proud of, of my dreaming of a naked girl, the 
oversized Sophie Wyzinski who lived in our 
tenement, and so on until, as if I were munching 
on a fact that I seemed to be concealing, I blurted 
out that I saw Sister Ildephonse, after class had 
been dismissed, in the cloak room with Father 
O’Brien, the Pastor, and they were laughing. 
Father Fleckenstein said, after pausing at length, 

“There’s nothing wrong with that. Why do you 
even mention it?” “ I don’t know”, I said haltingly, 
“ except that I could see Sister Ildephonse wasn’t 
wearing her skirt. It was on the floor.” This time 
there was a very long pause. “What else did you 
see?” asked Father Fleckenstein. When I heard 
that question, fright overcame me. I couldn’t 
breathe. I began to cry. I could have urinated 
in my pants. Father Fleckenstein said, “You are 
never to tell what you saw to anyone. Never tell 
anyone. God will strike you and even your family 
dead. Do you understand that…. Tell me you 
understand that.” And I said “Yes, I understood 
that.”

At Christmas, we learned that Sister 
Ildephonse was now in the Phillipines. I heard 
my mother telling my father that the rumor in 
the parish was that Vladimir Petrov had seen 
Ildephonse in the cloak room with one of the 
priests, which priest no one knew. I marveled at 
how the seal of the confessional was observed 
and how God was so right in pointing the way 
to me. In the end, I could see that he might not 
owe us anything, but he certainly knew how to 
be just without disclosing my identity. It was 
then, I recall, though I cannot be certain, that I 
began to believe that one day I might become 
a lawyer.

Photo of Harold J. Reynolds by and courtesy of 
Tamara McCarty-Mayoral.
Harold J. Reynolds earned a degree in Juris Prudence 
from New York University School of Law. He was 
admitted to practice in New York State, the Supreme 
Court of the United states and local federal courts. 
He is the author of articles, book reviews, letters to 
the editor: Times Literary Supplement (TLS), 
New York Law Journal, New York University 
Law Review, New York State Bar Journal, Trial 
Judges Journal, The Nation, London Review of 
Books, the Forward, Journal News, Daily News, 
Scarsdale Inquirer, NthPosition, and The Westchester 
Guardian.
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How I Became a Lawyer
Continued from page 11

Movie Review:  
“Take This Waltz” (+)
While I waited to enter the theater, I asked a 
few people leaving the earlier show what they 
thought of the film. One woman said she loved 
it. Another said it was interesting but she found 
it difficult to understand. I didn’t love the movie, 
but I definitely enjoyed it, even though I was 
initially confused about the ending.

The story involves a young married couple, 
Margot (Michelle Williams) and Lou (Seth 

Rogen), who live in Toronto. On a flight to Nova 
Scotia without her husband, Margot meets 
Daniel (Luke Kirby) and becomes obsessed 
with him. Her fixation intensifies when she 
learns that Daniel lives across the street from her 
in Toronto.

The balance of the movie focuses on how 
the romance plays out and its affect on Margot’s 
marriage. The ending zeroes in on Margot’s love 
affair with Daniel and involves a ménage a trios 
with Margot, Daniel and an unknown woman 
and another scene with Margot, Daniel and an 

unknown man.
My first thought was that the ending was 

surreal but a discussion with friends following 
the movie made it clear that it was reality. In 
either case the writer and director, Sarah Polley, 
brilliantly makes the point that humans are very 
complicated beings, and love and sex can take an 
unlimited toll upon them.

I think you will enjoy this picture as much as 
I did. The acting is very good, particularly that of 
Michelle Williams who reminded me in looks 
and talent of a young Shirley MacLaine.

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

Movie Review:  
“Magic Mike” (+)
A brief description of this movie would be that 
it is about a strip club and its male performers. It 
is, however, much more than that. It also includes 
an interesting story and characters, superb acting, 
and riveting, pulsating music. If you are looking 

for a good time, this picture will deliver.
Eighteen-year-old Adam (Alex Pettyfer), 

who is out of funds, is living with his sister, 
Brooke (Cody Horn). Adam secures a construc-
tion job where he meets and befriends another 
worker on the site, Magic Mike (Channing 
Tatum). Mike introduces Adam to the Xquisite 
dance club, owned by a sleazy character, Dallas 
(Matthew McConaughey). Adam becomes a 
stripper at the club where the women enthusi-
astically cheer and applaud Dallas’s spiel and the 
gyrations of the male dancers.

In her New York Times review, which is 
worth reading, Manohla Dargis provides a lot 
of psychological background about the film as 
well as some interesting facts. She writes that 
Channing Tatum, a co-producer of the film, has 
said that “the story is loosely based on his stint as 

a stripper in Florida, starting when he 
was 18, a college dropout and flopping 
on his sister’s couch.”

Dargis gives most of the 
film’s credit to its director Steven 
Soderbergh, but he could not have 
done it without the enormous talent 
of all the actors involved. They are all 
terrific. I particularly enjoyed Cody 
Horn who becomes involved with 
Magic Mike. Her facial expressions 
wonderfully conveyed every nuance of 
emotion.

I think you will enjoy this picture.

Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn more: 
http://www.mayorkoch.com/. The Honorable 
Edward Irving Koch served as a member of 

Congress from New York State from 1969 
through 1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

http://www.mayorkoch.com/
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A Nobody Votes
An Original Mystery / Fantasy 
Patriotic Short Story

By GAIL FARRELLY

She put down the book, 
packed up her things, and 
headed out the door.

Finally! The workday 
finished an hour ago, for Pete’s 
sake.

I wander out of the closet at the polling 
place. A nobody left to my own devices, now 
that all the workers have gone home.

It’s not humility that makes me say I’m a 
nobody. I actually have no body. It happened 
a year ago when I was working in a research 
laboratory on an invisibility serum project. I 
spilled some of the stuff on myself. Poof! Only 
my spirit remains, free to haunt the world 
forever. I have some special powers; but my 
body, for better or for worse, is gone. A lonely, 
but intriguing existence.

I can see and hear everyone around me, 
but they can’t see or hear me. There are some 
advantages. I don’t have to listen to boring 
conversations or other people’s troubles if I don’t 
want to. I never have to concern myself about 
which outfit, makeup, or jewelry to wear. I can 
travel on airplanes for free and not worry about 
luggage or security clearance. Interestingly, 
because I have the power to move objects. All I 

have to do is concentrate really, really hard.
Up to this point, I’ve pretty much stayed in 

my own little world of the spirit. That’s about 
to change, after I eavesdropped today on a 
meeting of two election officials right here at 
my local polling place in Yonkers, New York.

It’s been several weeks since the U.S. presi-
dential election. Still no winner. Lots of voting 
irregularities in New York State, so a recount 
was ordered. Something like the Florida 
recount in the 2000 presidential election. New 
York recounting results will determine the 
winner of the national election.

In all the other New York polling places, 
except for this one, the recounts have been 
completed. I heard one of the election officials 
(a chatty bloke with inside information) say 
that, not including this polling place, it’s a tie. 
And guess what? I heard the other official say 
that the result is the same so far at this polling 
place. A dead heat. But there’s one voting 
machine, the one in the back of the room in the 
corner, left to be recounted tomorrow.

So it’s come to this. The candidate who 
receives the majority of the recounted votes on 
that one voting machine will be declared the 
winner of the election.

I go to that machine and use my special 
powers to do a quick count. Amazing! A tie on 
that machine too. A tie soon to be broken.

I find, with some effort, my registration 
record, and maneuver the equipment so that I 
can vote and the vote will look like it was part 
of the original pack. It takes time but it’s not 
hard to do.

It’s a little harder to decide whether to 

vote Republican or Democratic. A Republican 
administration may be better for the economy. 
But then there’s what my grandmother always 
says: “All politicians steal from the people. At 
least the Democrats give some of it back.”

Hmm. I say a prayer and ponder my deci-
sion for a few moments. Then I vote.

I have chosen the next president of the 
United States. It feels good. Kudos for me.

Now it’s time for this nobody to relax with 
a good book. I go over to the table and pick 
up the book the worker left. A book of short 
stories. The first story, by Frank R. Stockton, 

is a longtime favorite of mine: The Lady, or the 
Tiger?

Perfect!

Gail Farrelly writes mystery novels and short 
stories. She also publishes satire pieces at http://
www.thespoof.com/ and at The Westchester 
Guardian. Her next book, LOL: 100 Comic 
Cameos on Current Events will be published later 
this year. Gail’s latest short story, “The Christmas 
Exception,” is available for sale at Untreed Reads, 
on the Kindle, and at other e-book retailers.

YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY SAVINGS EVENT IS BACK!

BUY ONE

GET ONE 1/2 PRICE

Hard to believe that this is only the third 
recording for the Phantom Blues Band” but 
these guys are in-demand players, so the’re busy 
with other projects as sideman. It’s been while 
since their last recording (five years) so it’s great 
to have them back, this time their very first for 
Vizztone, and it’s a good one. Let’s face it each 
and every member of the band is a quality musi-
cian, so it’s no wonder that “Inside Out” is so 
strong, as this band could make strong record-
ings in their sleep. All in all there’s thirteen tunes 
included, six originals, the balance are covers.

The grooves flow right out of the box 
on Smokey McCalister’s “I Can’t Stand It” 
solid vocals, in the pocket rhythm section, and 
concrete horn charts, that have a bit of Crescent 
City vibe. “Having a Good Time with the Blues” 

by Charlie Musselwhite, Barry Goldberg and 
band-member Johnny Lee Schnell rolls as a 
rock-solid jump blues track that could easily 
fit into B.B. King’s live shows. “Boogah Man,” 
(written by most of the band members,) rolls 
fast with percolating B3 from Mike Finnegan, 
and more dynamite horn charts. “So Far From 
Heaven,” by Larry Fulcher, and Joe Sublett 
also features that great Crusader Joe Sample’s 
keys, and it’s reminiscent of Curtis Mayfield’s 
“Trouble Man,” it’s a soulful cooker. Dave 
Bartholomew’s “Little Fernandez” is a calypso 
delight. “Where Did My Monkey Go?” by the 
bands trumpeter Darrell Leonard, is a cha-cha 
instrumental that swings smartly, that occasion-
ally calls out the track name chorus from time 
to time. “Change” (authored by most of the 

band) segues nicely from “Where Did 
My Monkey Go?” Lyrically it’s political; 
nonetheless it’s a good soulful tune, 
though I could have done without the 
news-like announcer talking about 
leftist/rhetoric spins on current events. 
Doc Pomus’ “Boogie-Woogie Country 
Girl” is (as expected) an enjoyable romp. 
There are Charlie Rich and Jimmy 
McCracklin covers that are just so-so, 
and the album closes with the prolific 
David Egan’s “Stone Survivor,” (previ-
ously covered by Irma Thomas,) that 
leaves a lasting impression.

The Phantom Blues Band has also 
been touring (sans Mike Finnegan) 
with Taj Mahal again, so after a five 
year hiatus it seems like they’re getting 
active again. With “Inside Out” I am 
already looking forward to their follow-
up album that hopefully won’t take another five 
years to complete. Enjoy.

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBluE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Phantom Blues Band “Inside Out”

SHORT STORY

http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.thespoof.com/
http://www.thespoof.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://bit.ly/vuBzL9
http://is.gd/tMJOUM
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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Continued on page 15

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS
Welcome to a red hot 
summer edition of “Sports 
Scene,” where we take a look 
at the great sports action here 
in Westchester County…

Let’s start off this week 
at a look at all the great 

summer rec league action…
In Sound Shore League High School 

Division league lacrosse, it was the Mamaroneck 
Tigers edging the Crusaders 7 to 5; Jack 
Kerrigan had a hat trick (3 goals) for the winners.  

In Hudson Valley field hockey action, 
Harrison got by John Jay 4 to 2, Michelle 
Loguidice had two goals for Harrison.  Lakeland 
Green crushed Yorktown 10 to 1 with Gab 
Celentano leading the way with four goals. 

The Harrison Patriots beat the New York 
Bears 8-1 in a Westchester/Rockland Wood Bat 
League game at Stepinac, A.J. Fagan struck out 
nine to lead the Pats.   

Jamie Loeb from Ossining won her first 
professional tennis titles by winning both the 

singles and doubles crowns in the Sargent & 
Collins LLP Women’s $10,000 Championship 
at the Miller Tennis Center in Buffalo.

Here’s some good news to cool us all 
off, congratulations goes out to the Skyliners 
Synchronized Skating Team’s (which has a 
number of Westchester skaters on the squad) 
5th place finish at the recently held Junior World 
Challenge Cup in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Tuckahoe High School’s all-time leading 
scorer Sky Williams will enroll at Manhattan 
College this fall as a preferred walk-on. 

Turning to the links, Pleasantville senior 
Scott Sessions took home the Section One Golf 
Championship by one stroke over Ardsley’s 
Anthony Berardo.  The girls’ title went to Rye’s 
Jen Lee for the second straight year as she won 
the section title by 15 shots.

A frequent guest on our radio sports show 
“The Clubhouse” Frank Bensel, the assis-
tant PGA Pro from Century Country Club, 
has qualified to play in next month’s PGA 
Championship on Kiawah Island. We will be 
rooting for you Frank!

Westchester’s own Cameron Young won 
the Mittelmark Invitational at the Fenway Golf 
Club by four strokes.

Hen Hud graduate Rino Sangro has been 
named Kennedy’s head football coach replacing 
Rob Schwartz.

Our friends at the Suburbia Roller Derby 
have a big match on July 14th as the Country 
Clubbers, Westchester’s most exclusive insti-
tution, take on their atomic adversaries, the 
Indian Point Sirens, in an epic battle on the 
flat track. Will the Clubbers hang on to their 
Championship trophy, or will the Sirens blow 
everyone away?  You can catch all the action at 
the EJ Murray’s Memorial Skating Center in 
Yonkers, elbow pads may be needed. 

Suburbia Roller Derby (SRD) is 
Westchester County, New York’s only women’s 
flat track roller derby league. Founded in June 
2007 by Slim Fast and Suffah Kate, two former 
CT RollerGirls, the league is made up of 2 
travel teams--the Suburban Brawl and Backyard 
Bullies--who represent them in the WFTDA 
East Region, and 3 intraleague-play home teams-
-the Indian Point Sirens. Botoxic Avengers and 
Country Clubbers. The players range in age 
from just over 20 to over 50, and hail from all 
over Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Northern 
NJ, Connecticut and NYC. Off the track, they 
are business owners, educators, students, artists, 

executives, health care professionals and stay-at-
home moms.

Three cheers for Armonk’s Bernie Williams, 
you may remember him, he used to roam around 
centerfield for the NY Yankees, Robin Cooke, 
Ed Petrie and Bernie Miller were all selected to 
the Westchester Sports Hall of Fame and will 
be formally inducted in a banquet ceremony 
on October 10th at Lake Isle Country Club in 
Eastchester.

It is signup time for the “3up 3down” base-
ball clinic on August 13-17, learn fielding and 
hitting fundamentals in Scarsdale, call 914-472-
3300 for details.

The annual Westchester Summer Twilight 
series of track and field meets will once again 
happen this July and August evenings at the 
Somers High School.  

Congratulations and three cheers to all the 
great Westchester swimmers who recently made 
us all proud at the Olympic Trials…see you next 
time.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

 SPORTSSCENE

Women at War
By JOHN SIMON
Martha Gellhorn and Virginia 
Cowles’s “Love Goes to Press” 
is not a great play or one to 
have you rolling in the aisles, 
yet its atmospheric authen-
ticity, enjoyable dialogue, and 

involving plot line leave you with a good feeling, 
especially as carefully mounted by the Mint 
Theater Company.

Gellhorn and Cowles were prominent 
journalists covering a number of wars during 
most of the past century, and also publishing 
books: Cowles nonfiction, mostly biographies; 
Gellhorn also novels and short stories. In 1946, 
when the play opened in London to mixed 
reviews, Cowles was newly married to Aidan 
Crawley, British journalist, RAF major, and 
budding politico; Gellhortn was freshly divorced 
from Ernest Hemingway.

The play is a mixture of fact and fiction, and 
takes place entirely at the Press Camp in a small 
Italian town in the shadow of Monte Cassino 
(Mount Sorello in the play), where an Allied 
garrison held out on a 1944 mountaintop against 
the bombarding Germans. Throughout much of 
the play shells are exploding—it is eight miles 
from the front—and sometimes even plaster 
from the ceiling rains onto a couple’s heads, all 
neatly staged.

The authors go by the pseudonyms 
Jane Mason (Cowles) and Annabelle Jones 
(Gellhorn). Hemingway is Joe Rogers and 

Crawley is Public Relations Officer Major 
Philip Brooke-Jerveaux, a marvelously cooked 
up moniker. Incidental humor stems from 
American pressmen Tex Crowder and Hank 
O’Reilly, who play cards most of the time, occa-
sionally steal reports from others, and shirk work 
as much as possible.

They also take pokes at the stuffy British 
correspondent Leonard Lightfoot.

The female journalists make fun of men, 
marriage, and editors, and of the British actress 
Daphne Rutherford, here to entertain the troops, 
and perfectly ridiculous.

(“Poor sweets, they haven’t even seen a 
woman in eight days. It’s really terrible what 
people go through in this war.”) She stumbles 
into a misadventure that makes her look, quite 

erroneously, brave.
There is also a comic, would-be woman-

izing officer, Captain Sir Alastair Drake, and 
a good-natured but naïve American Air Force 
major, Dick Hawkins. Further, British Corporal 
Cramp, a thoroughly amiable chap rather 
putting his superiors to shame.

Out of all these, the authors manage to whip 
up a fair amount of steam.

Annabelle, divorced from Rogers who 
would steal her stories, falls for him again even 
though he is ostensibly about to marry Daphne 
rather joylessly. To which Cramp: “A man ought 
to be cheerful in the beginning.” Jane remarks, 
“Personally, I’ve reached an age where there’s 
nothing left but marriage.” Annabelle responds, 
“That’s the most defeatist statement I’ve ever 

heard.” But the line I find most characteristic is 
Annabelle’s, “Oh, Jane, Isn’t it lovely to be at the 
same war again!”

Annabelle, divorced from Rogers who 
exploited and cribbed from her, is falling for him 
again, and he for her (“My Annabelle! You’re 
prettier every war.”) Meanwhile Jane, whose 
coming is at first bitterly resented by Philip for 
male chauvinist reasons, has him somewhat 
unconvincingly fall in love with her. She recip-
rocates, although she has serious doubts about 
being the wife of a Yorkshire country squire 
whose life Philip glowingly holds out to her.

She describes it rather differently to 
Annabelle: “It means getting flung from half-
wild horses while they leap over gates like 
swallows. Or else you’re cowering in a wet little 
hut on a lake, speechless, in the middle of the 
night, waiting for some silly ducks to show up. 
Or for real fun you go fishing somewhere in 
Scotland in a blinding snowstorm.” There are 
also cows whose diseases Jane thinks one may 
catch, and bees to be stung by. But Annabelle 
consoles: “It is always depressing when you’re 
about to be married. That’s only natural.”

The two female leads are handled adroitly 
by Angela Pierce (Jane) and Julie Jesneck (who 
just took over from Heidi Armbruster). They 
have pleasant looks, winning personalities, and 
plentiful acting talent to make you care for them 
in their ambitions, tergiversations, and trickiness. 
Bradford Cover is compelling both as the anti-
feminist Philip and the ardent suitor into whom 
he turns. Rob Breckenridge brings out aptly 
Rogers’s conflicted and bedeviling aspects.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Angela Pierce and Heidi Armbruster in LOVE GOES TO PRESS by Martha Gellhorn and Virginia Cowles
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All supporting roles are likewise well taken; 
Steven C. Kemp’s scenery is on the button; and 
Jerry Ruiz’s direction is commendably straight-
forward, with nice touches such as the way he 
has Jane and Annabelle share an improvised bed.

At a time when summer doldrums are 
beginning to affect the theater, “Love Goes to 
Press,” which has extended through July 29, is a 
welcome option.

Thanks are due also to Professor Sandra 
Spanier, for digging up the very fragile sole 
surviving copy of the play, and geting its publi-
cation approved by Ms. Gellhorn, who, upon 
rereading it, commented, “I laughed out loud 
three times to my surprise.” You will probably 
laugh more often than that, and, in between, 

smile quite a lot.

Photos by and courtesy of Richard Termine.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson 

Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera News, 
Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and has 

taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com

Continued on page 16

My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADvERt ISEMEnt

By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

 EYE ON THEATRE

Heidi Armbruster and Rob Breckenridge in LOVE GOES TO PRESS Rob Breckenridge and Heidi Armbruster in LOVE GOES TO PRESS
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Women at War

VETERANS AFFAIRS

By RICH MONETTI
Among a multitude of services, 
the Montrose Veterans 
Administration (VA) has the 
number one rated military 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) treatment center in the nation. Given 
that, most organizations would then seek to 
build on their success. But the nature of govern-
ment affairs, budgetary constraints and political 
expediency has the hospital circling back - so to 
speak - on their standing and in all they do for 
our local vets, according to Cortlandt’s Willie 
Nazario, Jr., Vice Commander - Military Order 
of the Purple Heart.

Slowly but surely services have been cut 
since 1989 and outsourced to far less convenient 
locations such as Castle Point, Kingsbridge and 
the Manhattan VA. In this, asserts the veteran’s 
advocate and Vietnam Vet,”

“Your essentially putting a bulls eye on the 
back of the Montrose VA.”

He points to what he believes is a policy to 
completely phase out the facility in a manner 
in which attrition is not a battlefield reality, 
but a business model that has dominated the 
Montrose landscape. Once the largest employer 
in Westchester County he says, “Somebody 
would retire, and rather than replace them, they 
would abolish the position, and as you abolish 
positions, you abolish services.”

The same goes for the way Washington 
DC has assigned new services and projects 
throughout the state and the country. “They send 
them everywhere but Montrose,” he says.

The placement of a 150-bed unit for mili-
tary sexual trauma victims in Lyons, New Jersey, 
comes readily to mind. “What the hell good is it 
going to do us in New Jersey when we’re much 
closer to the city and we have the room to build 

a facility,” he emphasizes.
A request for a PTSD program for mili-

tary women also fell to the same poorly placed 
geographic policy. “I understand they have six 
beds in East Orange, New Jersey - that’s as close 
as your going to get,” he says.

But the impending explosion of returning 
troops on the near horizon does not mean 
PTSD patients will emerge with the same initial 
frequency. As a result of the stigma attached, he 
understands it will take time for vets to come 
forward with self-medication serving as the 
unfortunate barrier that finally leads many into 
treatment.

Nonetheless, as one in four military deaths 
are attributed to suicide, it’s still no time to enable 
the prideful tendency of putting off treatment by 
moving mental health outreach out of reach.

Regardless, Washington DC has 
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Willie Nazario, Jr., Vice Commander - 
Military Order of the Purple Heart.
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demonstrated its belief that cuts can be offset 
and justified by simply putting our service men 
and women on 684 and various other connecting 
inconveniences. A bus to Manhattan,

Kingsbridge or Castle Point, he says, “That’s 
their solution.”

This also won’t address the issue of housing 
among homeless and senior vets and neither 
would Enhanced-Use Lease (EUL) initiatives. 
Enhanced Use Leases allow VAs to lease unused 
lands for development. Whatever the wisdom 

of this, the proposed 160 acres (out of 172) that 
had been assigned for commercial development 
at Montrose has fallen. Just a discussion where 
the land is not first considered on behalf of vets 
and their families is troubling.

The death three years ago of a homeless 
Peekskill vet speaks loudly enough to the ques-
tion. “There’s no need in the dead of winter to 
find a vet frozen to death,” he says.

The same goes for where the proceeds would 
go if the EUL passes after elections have secured 
the next class of congressmen and women. “One 

of the problems we have with commercial devel-
opment is whatever money is made does not stay 
in the coffers of what is commonly referred to as 
the Hudson Valley Healthcare System,” he says.

Far more preferable to the money pit that 
it would disappear into in Washington DC, so 
he asks those who care, not to fall asleep at the 
wheel and take a non partisan approach to their 
ballot. “If you’re interested in helping our causes 
- forget about party solidarity, it’s about who’s 
going to do what’s best for us,” he says.

Beyond that, he hopes people would 

get involved by giving the Cortlandt Town 
Supervisor a call and attends the monthly meet-
ings on Veterans issues. “It’s just a way of staying 
in the loop,” he says.

It’s the least we can do.
Contact Town Supervisor Linda Puglisi at 

914-734-1002 to take part in monthly meetings 
with The Hudson Valley Veterans Committee 
Meetings at the CortlandtTown Hall.

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance 
writer covering Westchester County since 2003.
Peruse his work at www.monetti.blogspot.com.
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GOVERNMENTSection
By MARY C. MARVIN
I have written quite often 
about the unsustainability of 
municipal pension and health-
care costs and unfortunately 
my fears have come to fruition, 
most notably in the State of 

California.
Just this past week, the City of Stockton had 

the dubious distinction of being the largest city 
in the United States ever to file for bankruptcy.

All eyes are now on Stockton because many 
in government believe it to be a template for 
predicted future bankruptcies as it is a represen-
tation of the “new breed” of failing cities.

Municipal bankruptcies in the past were 
caused by incredibly poor investment schemes 
or ill conceived public works projects gone awry. 
Stockton represents the new normal. It self 
destructed because of routine costs such as esca-
lating pension obligations combined with greatly 
depressed mortgage tax revenue.

The Stockton situation brings to the fore 
the issue of whether pensions are contract rights 
that can be modified or property rights protected 
by the U.S. Constitution. This premise has never 

been tested in court but I predict it will be a 
watershed case for the Supreme Court in the 
not too distant future.

Bankruptcy also impacts a municipal-
ity’s credit rating making borrowing for needed 
repairs and rejuvenation much more expensive, 
begging the question whether Stockton can ever 
recover.

Nearby San Jose finds itself in a similar 
predicament. Over the last decade, funds raised 
through property taxes and general revenues rose 
21% while the average cost per employee rose 
87% and the cost for a uniformed employee rose 
99%. The result is the average cost per employer 
with all benefits included is $180,000 per year 
with pension contributions the major driver. In 
the last fiscal year alone, city pension obligations 
rose from $137 million to $177 million. San 
Jose is now grappling with an unfunded liability 
of $1.1 billion for its pension system and $1.2 
billion for retiree healthcare benefits. Annual 
costs for retirement benefits now exceed reve-
nues from property taxes.

The net result of these overwhelming obli-
gations is that San Jose has whittled away its 
job opportunities and with that many services. 

There are now 1,000 fewer employees than just 
five years ago and community pools, civic centers 
and libraries have closed.

To try to avoid the bankruptcy route, San 
Jose as well as San Diego overwhelmingly voted 
for charter revisions that reduce benefit packages 
for public employees.

The need to address the elephant in the 
room has now spread east. Massachusetts 
Governor Deval Patrick, who received over-
whelming union support, signed a pension bill 
this year that raises the minimum age of retire-
ment in Massachusetts from 55 to 60.

Governor Chaffee in Rhode Island signed a 
pension reform bill into law and is now seeking 
authority to allow cities to reduce benefits to 
retirees.

The Rhode Island Legislature saw the 
writing on the wall as Providence was on the 
brink of bankruptcy. The threat of bankruptcy 
is a powerful lever if it is a realistic threat and it 
was in the case of Providence. As a result, labor 
unions, representatives of retirees and city offi-
cials came to the table in May and worked out 
a compromise that will now save the city at least 
$18.5 million per year going forward.

New York State and even our Village are 
not immune. On the Village level, the decreased 
hours at the library, the fewer streets we pave 

and the 15% shrinkage in our work force is a 
direct consequence of our escalating pension 
obligations.

Sadly, the New York State Legislature 
has yet to face the gravity of the situation as 
they ended this year’s session with no signifi-
cant mandate relief initiatives passed. This is 
extremely short sighted because when residents 
have to pay unsustainable levels of taxes to 
cover pension and healthcare costs, they often 
move out of the State to reduce their burden. 
Then communities and even the State can go 
into the spiral when fewer and fewer residents 
are left to then shoulder an even larger burden. 
New York State just lost two Congressional seats 
as a result of the decline in population as tabu-
lated in the 2010 Census so the evidence is clear 
that this phenomenon has begun.

The public pension system seems the only 
financial system that is not subject to economic 
factors as is a 401K or IRA, but rather the polit-
ical vagaries of elected officials. It is time the 
electeds in Albany make their duty as stewards 
of our tax dollars their number one priority.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion or 
comment, consider directing your perspective by 
directing email to mayor@vobny.com.
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The “New Breed” of Failing Cities

By MARY C. MARVIN
The 2012 Legislative Session 
ended last week with no signif-
icant mandate relief initiatives 
passed, though Governor 
Cuomo did describe his tenure 
at the helm for the past year as 

“one of the most successful in modern political 

history.” In fact, the fewest number of bills were 
passed in this session since 1914, which is not 
necessarily a bad thing. 

One bill that did pass was very anti-
mandate relief. Its language now makes it much 
easier to sue New York State’s local governments. 
Presented and passed on the last day of the 
Legislative session, it extends the time period for 
filing certain lawsuits against public entities and 

centralizes the filing of suits with the Secretary 
of State’s office, almost sure to cause delays of 
actual notice to the defendant municipalities. 
And of course, when local governments get sued, 
whether legitimate suits or not, the taxpayer foots 
the bill. This legislation was strongly opposed by 
local government groups and strongly endorsed 
by the Trial Lawyers Association.

Bills that could benefit our Village and are 
awaiting the Governor’s signature include the 
measure to allow villages to continue to use the 
lever style voting machines. The scanner ballot 

machines have proven to be costly and confusing.
Another positive bill, would authorize 

public agencies to utilize cooperative purchasing 
by permitting municipalities to purchase off of 
federally solicited out-of-state contracts, passed 
both houses. Currently, New York is the only 
state that does not allow this cost saving method 
of purchase through cooperative contracts. 

A bill awaiting signature would add villages 
to those municipalities currently eligible to 
receive advisory appraisals from the New York 

Anti-Mandate Relief
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Anti-Mandate Relief
State Department of Taxation and Finance for 
complex properties and utilities.

Though this session was quiet, the rumors 
are rife that the State Legislature will recon-
vene post the November election with the 
number one priority to grant themselves a raise. 
This is the traditional method employed when 
increasing salaries, with the logic being that the 
Legislators were not hurt at election time for 
voting themselves a raise and the electorate will 
forget about it two years hence when they are up 
for re-election.

The conventional wisdom is that the 
Governor is prepared to extract some mandate 
relief measures in exchange for a pay raise.

Our State Legislators last received a pay 
raise in 1999, though at the time it was a 36% 
increase to $79,500. The current proposal is to 
raise the base to approximately $100,000.  Even 

without a pay increase, our State Legislators 
are the third highest paid in the nation, trailing 
only California and Pennsylvania. As example, 
Legislators in Illinois receive $68,000 per 
annum, Florida $29,687 and Texas $7,200. The 
New York State Legislature is in session approx-
imately 63 days per year and then, of course, 
the electeds must do constituent service in their 
districts.

In addition to the $79,500 base, Legislators’ 
salaries are supplemented by a per diem rate of 
$171 per day for every day the Legislature is in 
session. The net result of this payout method is 
that if the Senate and Assembly cannot craft an 
on-time budget, they actually make more money. 
Per diem for a “part-time” legislature adds 
approximately another $10,000 to the base salary. 
In addition, stipends, ranging from $9,000 to 
$41,500, are given for leadership posts as decided 
by the party hierarchy. These require extra work 
and responsibility but are often used to reward 
loyalty and/or punish those who deviate from 
the party line. For example, the Chairman of 

the State Senate Finance Committee receives an 
additional $34,000 for assuming the leadership 
role. With the above add-ons to the base pay, the 
average Legislator takes home over $90,000 per 
session.

To bring it to our local level, 
Assemblywoman Paulin earned approximately 
$92,500 with an additional $410,000 allotted for 
staff. Senator Klein took home $113,500 with an 
additional staff budget of $1.4 million.

According to the 2010 Census, the median 
household income in New York State was 
$55,603.  Just this past year, given the current 
economic downturn, the State Legislatures in 
Michigan and Vermont voted to decrease their 
own pay.

In addition to the above salary numbers, 
State elected officials are the beneficiaries of very 
generous pension and health insurance packages 
which will be the subject of a future column.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver believes 
that the Legislators are very deserving of the 
raise because, “more and more members are 

full-time members of the Legislature” and that 
is their only career.

I would postulate that this is exactly what 
our Founding Fathers wished not to happen or 
be encouraged. Rather they envisioned people 
leaving their permanent occupations as lawyers, 
farmers and giving a few years of service to their 
government and then returning home, thus 
creating a “Citizen Legislature.” As George 
Mason wrote, “Elected representatives should 
be subject to periodic rotation for nothing so 
strongly impels a man to regard the interest of 
his constituents as the certainty of returning to 
the general masses of the people from which he 
was taken and where he must participate in the 
burdens.”

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion or 
comment, consider directing your perspective by 
directing email to mayor@vobny.com.
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OP-ED

By MATT BARBER
It’s often said, “Be careful what 
you wish for – you just might 
get it.”

Democrats got it all right.
U.S. Supreme Court Chief 

Justice John Roberts – once counted among 
the constitutional originalists on the high court 
– has granted President Obama’s supreme wish. 
By inexplicably siding with the court’s left wing 
and upholding the president’s signature achieve-
ment – government-run socialized health care 
– Roberts has given Democrats a shiny election-
year package adorned with a judicial-activist 
bow.

The excessive celebration has begun. Nancy 
Pelosi immediately released a statement gloating, 
“We made history. … We completed unfinished 
business!”

Exhibiting that characteristic class intrinsic 
to “progressivism,” other high-level Democrats 
took to Twitter: “it’s Constitutional. B*tches,” 
tweeted Patrick Gaspard, executive director of 
the Democratic National Committee and all-
around sexist pig.

The DNC’s new media outreach director, 
Greg Greene, one-upped his boss: “Overheard in 
the office: ‘TAKE THAT MOTHER******S!!’”

To his credit, Mr. Obama showed a bit more 
of a measured response. At least he bothered to 

abbreviate his sophomoric profanity tweeting 
about his signature achievement: “Still a BFD 
OFA.BO/ayPgAZ” (BFD stands for “Big F–
king Deal”).

Our potty-mouthed president then quickly 
moved on to wishful thinking: “With today’s 
announcement, it’s time for us to move forward.”

Not likely, chief.
Indeed, as gleeful Democrats tear fever-

ishly into Justice Roberts’ glittery gift, they seem 
oblivious to the fact that coiled inside and poised 
to strike rests an election-year viper chock-full of 
political poison.

What liberals celebrate as a historic mile-
stone is likely a political millstone that may well 
drown them in November. The American people 
didn’t want this job-killing, economy-destroying, 
health-care-rationing monstrosity then; and we 
don’t want it now.

Like yappy little Marxist pugs, Democrats 
have, for decades, been chasing the socialized 
medicine mail truck.

OK, so they finally caught it. Now what?
The absurdly tagged “Affordable Care Act” 

remains wildly unpopular with most Americans. 
Polls have not wavered. By a two-to-one margin 
voters want the plug pulled on Obamacare.

As even Michael Shear of the uber-liberal 
New York Times acknowledges: “[T]he ruling 

The Awakened Giant Likes Tea
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also has the potential to re-energize the tea-party 
movement … and provide new political power 
to Mitt Romney’s pledge to repeal the law. … 
Republicans eager to seize control of the Senate 
now have a renewed rallying cry in races across 
the country.”

And the GOP’s nominee-to-be has wasted 
no time. It must’ve been all high-fives around 
Romney headquarters. Shortly after the ruling 
the former Massachusetts governor took to the 
microphones, warning America: “If we want to 
get rid of Obamacare, we’re going to have to 
replace President Obama. … What the court 
did not do on its last day in session, I will do on 
my first day if elected president.”

That’s a powerful promise to a lot of inde-
pendent voters. Indeed, in little more than 24 
hours, Romney had raised nearly $5 million on 
his pledge to repeal Obamacare alone.

I don’t mean to diminish how utterly 

mind-boggling the court’s ruling remains. Legal 
scholars will be dissecting this bizarre decision 
for decades to come. Still, what I’m more inter-
ested in, at least for now, is how the ruling will 
affect the 2012 elections.

Under any objective analysis, it’s a boon for 
Mitt Romney and the GOP. Most damaging to 
Obama and Democrats, perhaps, is the fact that 
Obamacare’s individual mandate was held to be 
a “tax” rather than a “penalty.”

Recall that, while Democrats were 
using parliamentary sleight-of-hand to ram 
Obamacare through on Christmas Eve, 2009, 
they expressly wrote into the bill that fines asso-
ciated with an individual’s failure to fork over the 
bucks amounted to a penalty, not a tax.

President Obama promised the same, 
saying on multiple occasions that the individual 
mandate was – you guessed it – a “penalty,” not 
a “tax.”

Nevertheless, Chief Justice Roberts enig-
matically joined the four known Supreme 
Court liberals to effectively revise the bill so that 

it might pass constitutional muster. To do so, 
they arbitrarily invoked the government’s taxing 
power, despite lawmakers’ legislative intent to the 
contrary. This, by definition, is legislating from 
the bench. It’s judicial activism.

The effect? Obama and Democrats are a 
pack of liars. They’ve promised, over and again, 
not to raise taxes on the middle class.

Well, middle class, congratulations. You 
now have 21 brand new tax increases costing you 
over $700 billion out of pocket.

How do you like them peas?
It’s a double-edged sword. Obamacare has 

become ObamaTax. Although this strange legal 
fiction may have temporarily saved the health-
care overhaul, it likely spells doom for Democrats 
in November. Ultimately, when all the smoke 
has cleared, this means that Obamacare remains 
on life support and is fading fast.

Shortly after Thursday’s decision, Mat 
Staver, founder and chairman of Liberty 
Counsel and dean of Liberty University School 
of Law, said: “Elections have consequences. 

Obamacare is the result of squandered votes cast 
in 2008. This November, we need to elect prin-
cipled people who will repeal Obamacare.”

And by “we,” he means you.
In the 1970 film “Tora! Tora! Tora!,” shortly 

after bombing Pearl Harbor, Japanese Adm. 
Isoroku Yamamoto is portrayed as saying, “I fear 
all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant 
and fill him with a terrible resolve.”

On Thursday, the U.S. Supreme Court 
awakened a sleeping giant.

This giant likes tea.
Remember 2010, Democrats. Mr. Obama? 

Well, to borrow from Bachman-Turner 
Overdrive: You ain’t seen nothing yet.

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) is an 
attorney concentrating in constitutional law. He 
serves as Vice President of Liberty Counsel Action. 
(This information is provided for identification 
purposes only.) 

OP-ED

By BOB K. BOGEN
Some readers will no doubt see 
these strong remarks as an over-
the-top ranting. But most will by 
now know I do not waste time 
putting together any of my recent 
half-dozen columns on a variety 

of somewhat related subjects unless there is 
some compelling, both essential, and urgent, 
governmental, as well as crucial, readers personal 
consideration and action.

 In this case we are all facing a final four-
month season challenge to recognize and help 
friends and family to understand and demand 
an end to our historic lemming-like procession 
over the cliff into economic, political, and moral 
disruption. The concluding and threatening 
event, and opportunity, for this historic national 
soul searching is, of course, the November elec-
tion. Some may think elections come and go, but 
the speed at which our elections have changed, 
by Supreme Court decree, into auctions, [given 
to the highest money bidder], offers us an 
extraordinary opportunity that demands a return 
to representative governance.

A current candidate who just won his 
primary has now proclaimed, “This is “THE 
year” for Republicans.

God forbid!!
If there is a God or any justice, this should be 

“THE Year,” as suggested in my recent column, 
where despite all the tens, even hundreds, of 
millions spent on lies and slick media ads, the 
American voters will cut through all the BS 
“manufactured consent” by the “More Billions 
for Billionaires Party.” Finally voters may be 

“mad as hell and won’t take it any longer!” If so, 
this can be, not just “THE Year,” but The Very 
Last Year of the miss-named Republican Party.

Surely many readers will agree that the 
Republican Party built by Lincoln has damn 
little to do with the current so-called Republican 
GOP, the self-styled Grand Old Party. And they 
have corrupted even some of the most basic words 
in our language, ‘left’ and ‘right’. Their grotesque, 
formerly Supreme Court is called by many even 
among their “party”, as “Far Right!” But rather, 
when truly thoughtful souls, in the 20th or 21st 
Century would more accurately term them, 
as “Far Wrong.” The majority of the Supreme 
Court, as sensible and informed observers have 
noted, makes this the most politically activist and 
destructive Supreme Court in our history. Their 
many radical decisions have not only finally 
converted our elections into auctions, most obvi-
ously in the notorious Citizens United case, and 
many other body blows to our Constitution and 
Democracy itself, put them in the wax museum 
of the most destructive Americans in history. My 
old Congressman, Tricky Dick Nixon, Joseph 
McCarthy, Father Charles Edward Coughlin 
(1891–1979), and Benedict Arnold will have to 
move over to make room.

In our dominant right-handed society, 
left is clumsy and untrustworthy, properly “left 
out.” The “right hand” man is to be trusted and 
relied upon. After all it is still said by some, “right 
makes might” and “My country, right or wrong.”. 
Certainly no progressive soul, in public life, 
the media, or elsewhere should be so careless, 
foolish, and politically self-destructive as to use 
the unfortunately highly established ”left,” right” 

designations. Leave that to Rush [Limbaugh] 
and all the more vicious ilk in his “party”.

They have finally “cleansed” their “party” of 
statesmen and more or less sensible leaders, most 
recently, Senators Richard Lugar and Olympia 
Snowe. Even Romney has chosen to contradict 
his moderate views in Massachusetts, leaving 
us to wonder which Romney truly is the one 
seeking to rule our nation. He has forced us 
to abandon all trust in his various and starkly 
contradictory words and various evasions of key 
policy questions.

And while we’re at it, we should effectively 
chastise all the Tea Baggers in the so-called 
Republican Party whose poor education has not 
made them aware of a most elemental definition 
in English, that Democrat is a noun and demo-
cratic is an adjective, e.g. the vicious renaming 
of the Democratic Party as the non-existent 
“Democrat Party” by all the many more ugly 
so-called Republicans. Of course the suffix “-crat” 
has an ugly sound, as in bureaucrat or technocrat. 
Perhaps it would be educational if we referred 
to the Republicrats and the Republucratic 
Party, or to the Republucratists, [rhymes with 
Communists], or even Republicratistics.

In fact, after the substantial Republicrat 
losses in the 2008 elections, even they talked of 
a need to re-brand, re-name their party. Readers 
will no doubt have their own suggestions. I would 
only offer a few: My favorite is The Royalist or 
Monarchist Party, for their predilection for the 
current extreme and unsustainable concentra-
tion of wealth only achievable for a few world 
“royals” or a very few key, most powerful folks, 
in totalitarian nations. [Still, even lots of folk in 
the current “99%” vote for Republicrats, laboring 
under the pathetic delusion that the lottery or 
some troglodyte frog will kiss them and make 

them a “Royal.”] How about the “More Billions 
for Billionaires Party,” identifying their central 
interest in government. Another would simply 
be the Feudalist Party, or Troglodyte Party, 
you know for the critters who crawl out of the 
woodwork from generation to generation, or 
simply from under rocks and other dark, damp 
hiding. “Elitist” or “Plutocrat Party” may be 
technically more or less accurate, but much too 
academic as a rallying title. Of course Mussolini’s 
Corporate State party, namely “Fascist Party,” or 
even “National Socialist Party,” Hitler’s “Nazi 
Party,” may be fairly accurate, but not acceptable 
in polite society. All this may seem too much 
fun and unseemly. But we live at a desperate, 
grim, world, historical, economic and political 
cross-road. Unseemly fun may help generate the 
serious effort needed to overturn the disastrous 
juggernaut.

Many have attempted to explain the recent 
Wisconsin failure to recall Governor Scott 
Walker. This Waterloo for democracy is historic 
proof that American democracy has reached 
a catastrophic Point of no Return. Surely poor 
Lincoln, could not have imagined in his worst 
nightmare that our ideal of a nation, in his words: 
“by, for, and of the people” could be blasted off the 
face of the earth by a few ignorant villains on our 
“ormerly Supreme Court”. We must somehow 
now find the energy to turn back to democ-
racy. This will take focus and resolve by many 
including readers of The Westchester Guardian to 
educate voters by November to eliminate, vote 
out all those who stand in the way of a return 
to free elections, for future elections without 
the accelerating and overwhelming control by 
private wealth and greed.

This is “The” Year for Republicans?
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Wisconsin was the final warning. It was the 
final proof that money trumps democracy, as 
long as we permit it. Wisconsin was for genera-
tions seen as a center for progressive action. And 
last year was an inspiring mass demonstration 
of people moving to insist on democracy. But 7 
to 1 in money spent to confuse, lie and mislead 
was clearly an impossible barrier, an avalanche 
over the people. Of course we also need to 
overcome the insanity of the Electoral College, 
Gerrymandering generally by Republican state 
legislatures dominated by rural control, voter 

registration prevention and improper elimina-
tion as a specialty for decades by Republicans, 
voting minimization as another Republican 
specialty, and the overwhelming media control 
by big money. Political Scientists have long 
known how to correct each of these perversions, 
manipulations, distortions, and corruptions of 
democracy, but almost all corrections require 
electing state and federal representative bodies 
for needed legislation. This fall we have that 
chance. Our nation’s claim to our citizens and 
the world of our leading democratic form of 
government is at stake.

The world is increasingly aware, even sadly 

and tearfully, in touch through social media and 
watching to see if our long standing beacon of 
decency and democracy will continue to fail, and 
fall, as all empires have through history, as Rome, 
Spain, France, England and others. Can we, will 
we, find the moral, intellectual and philosophical 
strength/energy to recover and move forward? It 
does not seem likely. What say you… for your 
own decision and action in these crucial several 
months?

We are taught to let George do it. That is 
surely the road to hell for a democracy. As Wall 
Street Occupiers and the 99% movement have 
repeatedly warned us, ”If you’re not mad as hell, 
you’re not paying attention!”

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive 

long-range facilities planning director for the New 
York Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission; 
as planning director for the New England Regional 
Commission; author of the annual Citizens’ 
Workbook on the Federal Budget; as a major United 
Nations official in Pakistan; Board Chairman of 
the Communications Committee for the United 
Nations; Principal Representative of Architects/
Designers/Planners for Social Responsibility to the 
United Nations; and paid election official in many 
elections as well as organizer of Choice Balloting elec-
tions in educational institutions, advisor to Pacifica 
Foundation elections, including WBAI, and admin-
istrator of local MoveOn Internet Choice Balloting 
for Congressional primary nomination. 

OP-ED

This is “The” Year for Republicans?

THE HEZITORIAL

P3
Public-Private Partnership or 
Pierorazio-Patel Ploy?

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY – Yonkers 
Inspector General Kitley S. 
Covill issued her initial report 
about the Yonkers Board of 
Education Board of Trustees 
after they had cast their vote 
extending Yonkers Public 

Schools Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio’s 
contract illegally. She took office on June 11, 
2012, and her report, issued July 2, 2012 was her 
first official finding. In that report, she revealed 
the substantive errors first divulged by the Yonkers 
Tribune to have transpired by a vote of 7 trustees 
for and 2 abstentions by the Yonkers Board of 
Education Trustees. That vote, under the aegis 
of YBoE President Paresh Patel, in which 
Yonkers Public School Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio’s contract was extended beyond the 
legal constraints of law, among other concerns, 
would, Yonkersites were advised be revisited. Mr 
Patel’s conduct was telling and exposed by the 
ethical standards upon which I.G. Covill’s guid-
ance was afforded the Board of Trustees. Yet 
subtle guidance did not dissuade or diminish the 
temerity of the YBoE Board of Trustees and Mr 
Patel who advised the Board would revisit their 
illegal vote by conducting an updated resolution 
in the future that will conform to protocol and 
law noted by I.G. Covill. I.G. Covill not only 
noted the illegal passage of the first resolution by 
the votes cast but also for it not being publicly 
noticed. She further questioned why the rush 
to extend the contract when Superintendent 
Pierorazio’s contract does not expire until 2015. 
Mr Patel, long ago served former Mayor Phil 
Amicone’s Kool-Aide advises the Board will 
vote again, not once acceding to their illegal vote 
having been devoid of public input. Mr Patel is 

focused on correcting the vote by reducing the 
six (6) year illegal contract terms to five (5) years. 
Again, what is the rush?

The rush is the Public-Private Partnership 
(P3) <http://www.yonkerspublicschools.
org/public-private-partnership.php>, being 
promoted as one of the world’s 100 most innova-
tive urban infrastructure projects. KPMG, one 
of the top four most respected auditing firms in 
the world, revealed the P3 project at the World 
Cities Summit <http://www.worldcities.com.
sg/> in Singapore on July 3, 2012.

The KPMG Global Infrastructure prac-
tice, in conjunction with Infrastructure Journal, 
published the top programs in the 2012 
Infrastructure 100: World Cities Edition 
<http://www.kpmg.com/au/en/issue-
sandinsights/articlespublications/pages/
infrastructure-100-world-cities-edition.
aspx> . A distinguished group of industry judges 
selected the projects based on their scale, feasi-
bility, complexity, innovation and impact on 
society. KPMG’s press release announcing the 
top programs worldwide summarized Yonkers’ 
selection:

“The Yonkers, New York Schools PPP 
- described as “gutsy” by one of the North 
American judges - is the first social infrastruc-
ture PPP for a public school district in the 
United States. It will involve the upgrade of 38 
schools for the Yonkers Public School District. 
The US $1.7 billion project is truly unique in 
the United States, and if implemented correctly 
could be a real pathfinder for American educa-
tion in an era of increasingly constrained public 
finances”, reads the press release.

The above paragraph does not mention the 
North American judge. Worse, the $1.7 billion 
project “if implemented correctly could be a real 
pathfinder for American education…” The press 
release is devoid of how this concept may be real-
ized, much less implemented correctly!

YPS Superintendent Pierorazio chimes in 
with a self-promoting paragraph noting, “We 
are in the business of educating children, not 

managing facilities. The P3 allows us to transfer 
the responsibility of building management to the 
private sector, who can do it more efficiently and, 
frankly, more effectively. In turn, we can concen-
trate on what we do best - preparing students to 
achieve.”

The graduation rate under the erudite Mr 
Pierorazio’s tenure is less than 50 percent. Yet Mr 
Pierorazio has much to say about and promoting 
the P3 project. He could go either way on the 
project. He could be for it; he could also be 
against it. For the YBoE Board of Trustees to cast 
7 votes in favor of such an unproven, gargantuan 
project without revealing the numbers that will 
substantiate such an undertaking and the enti-
ties that will be responsible should this “gutsy” 
project falter is not revealed and suspect at best.

Has anyone noticed that former Mayor Phil 
Amicone’s guy, Andy Api, who sits on the Board 
is the Manchurian Candidate on the Board? 
Add the recently appointed John Jacono to the 
mix, designated so by Mayor Mike Spano, and 
you come to realize every “Family and Friend” 
scion is there to protect his interests. Mr Jacono 
works for Prudential Rand Commercial Real 
Estate. Do I hear privileged information learned 
and disseminated to the chosen few? Personal 
opportunity abounds for those connected.

The press release then enters into substan-
tiating the need for rejuvenating the education 
infrastructure long neglected by one administra-
tion after another. It states, “Despite receiving 
high marks for school quality and program 
initiatives, Yonkers school buildings have fallen 
into a state of critical disrepair. The District’s 
buildings are the oldest in New York State; 
the average age is 73 years old, nine are over 95 
and the oldest is 117. Ninety five percent of the 
buildings are deemed “unsatisfactory” by the 
State, and the majority were built to educational 
standards of a previous era - they are dark, poorly 
ventilated and uniformly too small. Exacerbating 
the problem is Yonkers’ growing enrollment, 
currently over 25,000 students. Presently 4,000 
seats short, the District is projected to grow by 

an additional 3,000 students within the next ten 
years, totaling a 7,000-seat shortfall.”

“The P3 is dedicated to the development 
and maintenance of the District’s capital assets 
using a design-build-finance-maintain model.” 
At issue is how! The press release continues to 
state, “Availability payments provide a strong 
motivation for the private partner to make the 
renovations and ongoing updates necessary 
to deter emergency situations and provide for 
innovative advancements.” Did anyone under-
stand that?

“The P3 model is a viable solution to the 
ongoing financial constraints that have limited 
our ability to provide our students with the 
modern, well-maintained learning environments 
they deserve,” said Yonkers Board of Education 
President Paresh Patel.

How sweet, Mr Patel again. Explain how 
the P3 model is a viable solution. Where are 
the figures to substantiate his thesis? Mr. Patel 
continues to emphasis “We have outlined a 
three-phase, 15-year Educational Facilities Plan 
to refurbish our schools, and the P3 is critical to 
its success.” Where is it? Was it publicly dissemi-
nated? Where is the three-phase plan? Who 
paid for it? Out of what line in the budget was 
this authorized? What fiscal year? 2011? 2012? 
Earlier? Later?

The press release then goes on to state, 
“As the fourth largest school district in New 
York, Yonkers provides a unique opportunity 
for private funds looking for long-term invest-
ments.” Interesting thought, yet this same 
rationale has stood at a standstill with regard 
to economic development projects? Why has it 
failed there and will supposedly work here?

The sweetener is the statement that follows 
next, “Furthermore, as currently planned, Phase 
I of the District’s $1.7 billion Educational 
Facilities Plan will create 13,000 jobs. And 
you guarantee this how? Lies, lies, and more 
lies. When will the liars shut their mouths. 
Promise them anything and everything and 

Continued from page 18
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
As far as anyone knows, Barclays 
Chairman Marcus Agius was 
not responsible for the rate-
rigging scheme that earned the 
large British bank $450 million 
in penalties last week. But Agius 

still tried to take the fall by resigning yesterday.
“The buck stops with me,” Agius declared 

in a statement that was as disingenuous as it was 
unoriginal. The buck, or rather the pound, only 
stopped with Agius after it was passed to him 

by Robert Diamond, Barclays’ chief executive.
Agius’ valor in falling on his professional 

sword to save Diamond’s job was for naught. 
Earlier today, Diamond resigned anyway.

It is Diamond, not Agius, who either knew 
or should have known of Barclays’ improper 
attempts to manipulate a key global financial 
benchmark, the London Interbank Offered 
Rate (generally known as Libor), for its own 
advantage. It is Diamond and other responsible 
senior executives who deserve to be looking for 
new employment. The only penalty Diamond 

had accepted before today was to agree to 
forego a bonus that was not yet awarded.

The bank’s directors seemed determined to 
keep Diamond, despite calls for his departure. 
The directors appeared to believe that British 
regulators would not want Barclays to lose both 
its chairman and its chief executive in quick 
succession and that Agius’ resignation thus 
provided some job security for Diamond. We 
can only hope that British authorities are a lot 
less timid than that perception of them.

Barclays is the first bank to be penalized in 

the Libor scandal – a label the situation truly 
deserves - but it is unlikely to be the last. Nor 
is the $450 million in combined American 
and British penalties likely to be the largest 
consequence by the time this story reaches its 
conclusion.

Some of the world’s top bankers, individu-
ally and collectively, acted in concert to cheat 
their customers and trading partners. There will 
be a lot of cynical remarks about this being the 
normal course of business, or about something 
unique in a banker’s DNA that causes such 
behavior. Generally, I would point out that 
such vilification is unfair and that we can’t have 

Passing The Pound In British Bank Blame Game

deliver on nothing is the mantra even Mr Patel, 
among others, have learned to loquaciously 
state. Shame on you? This is not a Madison 
Avenue marketing exercise. This is the lives of 
Yonkersites who have been played for years. 
Trying to sell another bill of goods? Show us 
the numbers. Trash the hype? Who will pay the 
bills should this fail? How much is public and 
how much of an investment is private?

The press release advises, “In March, 
Yonkers Public Schools completed the initial 
step of the P3 project, selecting the team of 
Macquarie Capital, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP, and URS Corporation as finan-
cial, legal, and technical advisors. The team is 

highly experienced in US P3 transactions and 
has been involved in every major US P3 trans-
action with similar financing to Yonkers’ project. 
The advisors will use their extensive expertise to 
assess the feasibility of Yonkers’ plan.”

Let’s decipher the above. Three months 
after the intitial step of the P3 project was 
completed, Macquarie Capital was chosen. The 
bank has a great reputation. They are an inter-
national bank whose origins are Australian and 
Canadian. I won’t bother to look it up further. 
What is their role?How much did Yonkers 
spend to get them? What are the contractual 
agreements with Macquarie Capital? What is 
their cut?

Who are Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
LLP? Who is URS Corporation? These are not 
familiar names to most people. Why no resume 
and proof of integrity? What is their cut? 

Where is an explanation of this deal? Where 
is the financing? Who are the private investors 
/ developers?

Superintendent Pierorazio asserts he is 
optimistic about the P3 project but he has yet 
to work out the figures. Why is that? How can 
you be sure of success when you do not possess 
the rationale to prove the concept? “For as 
education goes, so does the City of Yonkers”, 
said Mr Pierorazio.

How right he is. When will the Yonkers 
BoE educate Yonkersites to the integrity and 
veracity of this unproven folly? Let’s see the 
figures? Could they be right? If so, it would be 
a “first”.

At issue now is only whether Yonkersites 
will approve the dog and pony show to which 
one may infer by the “revelation” that phase 
one is ready to move ahead and that the deal 

is done. No one has a clue yet as to who will be 
taking off with the money? Yonkersites are wise 
enough to know someone will! Isn’t that right? 
Can anyone say differently? Let’s hear it. And 
please, facts and figures only; no heartaches, 
whining, or sob stories. Just the facts. Numbers 
please!

I understand the rationale for searching for 
a solution(s) to the neglected infrastructure. We 
must equally expend and validate the so-called 
solution the YBoE calls P3. Is it real or is it 
another pipe dream doomed to failure and a 
fiasco destined to break the back of Yonkersites? 
Without the figures to substantiate the P3 
initiative, Yonkersites are scratching their heads 
in wonder if this is a Pierorazio-Patel Ploy or a 
Private-Public Partnership in spirit, intent and 
execution. Do I hear a quack, quack?

By EDWARD I. KOCH
The United States Supreme 
Court’s decision upholding the 
constitutionality of the Obama 
administration’s universal 
medical coverage law is a huge 

victory for the President and greatly increases 
his chances for reelection. The President also 
brilliantly increased his reelection prospects by 
exempting from deportation individuals (over-
whelmingly Hispanic) brought to the U.S. 
illegally when under the age of 16. That action 
ensures that the President will receive an even 
larger vote from Hispanics than he received in 
2008. Republicans were caught flatfooted on this 
issue and due to mean-spiritedness were unable 
to advance a similar proposal made by Senator 
Marco Rubio of Florida.

Governor Mitt Romney has said he will 
repeal the President’s executive order and 

put in his own, without revealing what that 
would be. The President’s detractors, primarily 
Republicans but some Democrats, have criti-
cized his campaign as uninspired and the 
President as lacking leadership qualities. Those 
making those snide and untrue charges are now 
eating their words.

The Democrats will now drive home the 
major positive changes associated with the new 
health law. According to the New York Times 
of June 30th those include “medical coverage for 
children up to age 26, protections for people with 
pre-existing conditions and the end of annual 
and lifetime caps on certain forms of coverage…”

It is true that many voters were and still 
are confused about the effects of the universal 
medical coverage law, dubbed by opponents 
as Obamacare. Today, I believe, the name 
Obamacare is on its way to becoming positive big 
time. The Democratic campaigns should feature 

the descriptive name in their literature explaining 
its overwhelmingly positive consumer protec-
tions. Indeed, I would urge that one Democratic 
campaign promise be that if the voters give 
the Democrats majorities in both Houses, the 
President will seek to amend the bill to allow for 
a government option that would compete with 
insurance companies to keep premiums as low as 
possible, similar to what FDR did with the TVA 
power authority keeping the prices of electricity 
down in the area served by the new TVA dam 
and private electricity generating companies. I 
believe President Obama should also promise 
to allow Medicare to seek volume discounts 
in prescription drugs, saving billions. Also, he 
should consent to allowing insurance companies 
of every state to sell their policies in every state, 
adding competition.

This U.S. Supreme Court decision issued by 
a 5-4 majority with Chief Justice John Roberts Jr. 
providing the deciding vote is perceived by many 
Court observers to be an historic vote. It also 
reinforces the observation that no one can predict 

with certainty how Supreme Court nominees 
will vote, no matter what their perceived ideology 
and no matter which President appointed 
them. President Eisenhower thought when 
he appointed Earl Warren Chief Judge he was 
appointing a conservative. The Warren Court is 
considered one of the most liberal of Supreme 
Courts because of Earl Warren’s influence.

What a great country we have. How lucky 
those of us are who by birth or naturalization are 
citizens of the United States. Those of us who 
supported and voted for President Obama in 
2008 were right to do so and began a change 
for the better, bringing the fruits and bounty of 
our country to more of its inhabitants. There is 
so much more to do. Let’s make sure President 
Obama is given a second term in which to get 
it done.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a 
member of Congress from New York State from 
1969 through 1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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an economy without banks, or banks without 
bankers. But it is clear that Barclays and a 
number of its peers have managed to live down 
to the public’s lowest expectations.

Libor is an arcane topic if you are not a 
financial professional, but as one of the key 
cogs in the machinery of global commerce, it is 
important to all of us. Libor is the rate, or rather 
the set of rates (varying according to currency 
and other factors) at which banks are willing 
to make short-term loans to one another. It is 
calculated every business day.

The problem with Libor is that only the 
banks know what they charge to lend money to 
one another. If the banks lie about such statistics, 
how can the rest of the world find out?

A panel of banks (currently made up of 
18 institutions for U.S. dollar transactions and 
varying numbers for other currencies) reports 
the rates to the British Bankers Association. 
The BBA then discards the highest and lowest 
rates, and averages the rest to calculate Libor 
for a variety of currencies and time durations. 
Thompson Reuters announces the rates on the 
BBA’s behalf at 11 a.m., London time.

The rest of the world would not care very 
much about Libor, however, if the rate didn’t 
directly determine prices for all sorts of contracts 
and interest rates. At Palisades Hudson, we once 
had a client whose home mortgage interest rate 
reset every month based on Libor. According to 
Bloomberg, $350 trillion of securities and loans 
worldwide are valued based on Libor, including 
a variety of U.S. mortgage products.

Last week, Barclays and its subsidiaries 
agreed to settle charges that it made false reports 
in an attempt to manipulate Libor and other 
global interest rates. The U.S. Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission cited incidents 
between 2005 and 2009, and said members of 
senior management and multiple traders were 
involved in the fraudulent practices. The British 
regulators at the Financial Services Authority 
set their portion of the penalties at 59.5 million 
pounds (about $92.5 million), the largest fine the 
FSA has ever imposed. The bank admitted the 
actions of its staff “fell well short of standards.” 
Diamond and three senior executives then also 
announced they would give up their yearly 
bonuses.

Bloomberg reported that at least 12 firms 
have fired or suspended traders as a result of 
internal probes regarding Libor manipulation. 
Lloyds Banking Group said in March that it 
was cooperating with the agencies of various 
governments in their investigations, and that 
it had been named in private U.S. lawsuits as 
well. UBS admitted to Canadian regulators in 
February that its traders and brokers participated 
in willfully moving the yen Libor. The Canadian 
Competition Bureau has brought a case which 

offered evidence that traders from different 
banks contacted each other to coordinate rates 
and that traders were involved in estimating the 
banks’ rates in ways they should not have been.

Though the relative culpability of various 
institutions is still unclear, one thing is certain: 
banks were lying. They lied because it bene-
fited them, at certain times, to have a higher or 
lower Libor (as well as a higher or lower Euro 
Interbank Offered Rate, or Euribor) due to their 
positions in various contracts and investments, 
and because of perceptions during the financial 
crisis that the banks’ own finances were shaky. 
Phone calls and emails that regulators uncov-
ered illustrate the sort of direct manipulation 
involved.

Despite the scandal, British bankers and 
regulators continue to resist pressure to change 
the way the rate is calculated, due to the alleged 
risk of invalidating trillions of dollars in contracts. 
The panel, created by the BBA, has yet to make 
any final decisions, but it may propose a code of 
conduct for bankers and impose greater scrutiny 
on the rate without changing how it is calcu-
lated, according to Bloomberg. Whatever the 
group decides, the BBA hopes to restore Libor’s 
credibility.

I suspect that any credible solution will 
require banks and their senior executives to 
provide Libor information to government 
regulators and the BBA simultaneously. If a 
government reporting obligation is backed by 
sufficiently tough civil and criminal sanctions, it 
might coerce the sort of honest conduct that we 
always thought we could expect from the world’s 
leaders in global finance.

For years, we have used bankers as scape-
goats for global financial problems that are not of 
their own making. It isn’t fair. Then again, when 
banks lie and collude against the rest of us for 
their own benefit and then allow the responsible 
parties to keep their jobs, they bring scorn down 
on their own heads. We expect bank CEOs 
to behave like honest businesspeople, not like 
stereotypical bankers.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of Palisades 
Hudson Financial Group a fee-only financial plan-
ning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, NY. The firm 
offers estate planning, insurance consulting, trust 
planning, cross-border planning, business valuation, 
family office and business management, executive 
financial planning, and tax services. Its sister firm, 
Palisades Hudson Asset Management, is an inde-
pendent investment advisor with about $950 
million under management. Branch offices are in 
Atlanta and Ft. Lauderdale. Website:www.pali-
sadeshudson.com.
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http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.9922222222,-73.7869444444&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.9922222222,-73.7869444444%20(Scarsdale%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial%20adviser
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/08/www.palisadeshudson.com.
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/08/www.palisadeshudson.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 

450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.

L E G A L  N O T I C E
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Index No.: 54653/2011
Date of Filing: June 13, 2012
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE NETWORK INC, Plaintiff,
-against-

M YOUSUF A/K/A MOHAMMED YOUSUF, if living, or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-
law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally all persons having 
or claiming under, by or through said M YOUSUF A/K/A MOHAMMED YOUSUF, by purchase, inheritance, lien 
or otherwise, of any right, title or interest in and to the premises described in the complaint herein, and the 
respective husbands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, all of whose names are unknown to plaintiff; 
STATE OF NEW YORK; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; “JOHN DOES” and “JANE DOES”, said names being 
fictitious, parties intended being possible tenants or occupants of premises, and corporations, other entities 
or persons who claim, or may claim, a lien against the premises,

Defendant(s).

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your answer, 
or, if the complaint is not served with this summons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on the Plaintiff’s 
attorney(s) within twenty (20) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service, where 
service is made by delivery upon you personally within the State, or within thirty (30) days after completion 
of service where service is made in any other manner, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judg-
ment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the complaint.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the 
mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, 
a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer 
the summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Honorable Orazio R. 
Bellantoni, J.S.C of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, signed on June 7, 2012, and filed with sup-
porting papers in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Westchester, State of New York.

The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, executed by M 
YOUSUF to MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGE NETWORK, INC. in the principal amount of $345,349.00, which mortgage was recorded in West-
chester County, State of New York, on November 3, 2010, in Control No. 502933380. Thereafter said mortgage 
was assigned to REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE NETWORK, INC. by assignment of mortgage dated August 8, 
2011 and recorded on December 22, 2011 in Control No. 513543517.

Said premises being known as and by 15 STEWART PLACE, YONKERS, NY 10701.

Date: May 17, 2012 
Batavia, New York 
Virginia C Grapensteter, Esq.
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
585.815.0288
Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure

New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure process. Please read it 
carefully. Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some people may approach you about “saving” your 
home. You should be extremely careful about any such promises. The State encourages you to become 
informed about your options in foreclosure. There are government agencies, legal aid entities and other 
non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about foreclosure while you are working with 
your lender during this process. To locate an entity near you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained 
by the New York State Banking Department at 1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s 
website at www.banking.state.ny.us. The State does not guarantee the advice of these agencies.

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Index No.: 56465/2011
Date of Filing: June 8, 2012
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF Westchester
JAMES B. NUTTER AND COMPANY, Plaintiff,
-against-

ANTHONY CATO AS POSSIBLE HEIR AT LAW AND NEXT OF KIN OF NED DORSEY CATO, if living, or if either or all be 
dead, their wives, husbands, heirs-at-law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and 
generally all persons having or claiming under, by or through said ANTHONY CATO AS POSSIBLE HEIR AT LAW AND 
NEXT OF KIN OF NED DORSEY CATO, by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise, of any right, title or interest in and to 
the premises described in the complaint herein, and the respective husbands, wives, widow or widowers of them, if any, 
all of whose names are unknown to plaintiff; THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF NED DORSEY CATO DECEASED 
AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF ANY OF THE AFORESAID DEFENDANTS WHO MAY BE DECEASED AND THE RE-
SPECTIVE HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, TRUSTEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, AS-
SIGNEES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF THE AFORESAID CLASSES OF PERSONS, IF THEY OR ANY OF THEM BE 
DEAD, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE HUSBANDS, WIVES OR WIDOWS, IF ANY, ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES AND 
PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE UNKNOWN TO THE PLAINTIFF, if living, or if either or all be dead, their wives, husbands, 
heirs-at-law, next of kin, distributees, executors, administrators, assignees, lienors and generally all persons having 
or claiming under, by or through said  THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF NED DORSEY CATO DECEASED AND 
SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF ANY OF THE AFORESAID DEFENDANTS WHO MAY BE DECEASED AND THE RESPEC-
TIVE HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF KIN, DISTRIBUTEES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, TRUSTEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, AS-
SIGNEES AND SUCCESSORS IN INTEREST OF THE AFORESAID CLASSES OF PERSONS, IF THEY OR ANY OF THEM BE 
DEAD, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE HUSBANDS, WIVES OR WIDOWS, IF ANY, ALL OF WHOM AND WHOSE NAMES AND 
PLACES OF RESIDENCE ARE UNKNOWN TO THE PLAINTIFF; by purchase, inheritance, lien or otherwise, of any right, 
title or interest in and to the premises described in the complaint herein, and the respective husbands, wives, widow 
or widowers of them, if any, all of whose names are unknown to plaintiff; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXA-
TION AND FINANCE; SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE; “JOHN DOES” and “JANE DOES”, said names being fictitious, parties intended being possible 
tenants or occupants of premises, and corporations, other entities or persons who claim, or may claim, a lien against 
the premises, Defendant(s).

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your answer, or, if the 
complaint is not served with this summons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on the Plaintiff’s attorney(s) within twenty 
(20) days after the service of this summons, exclusive of the day of service, where service is made by delivery upon 
you personally within the State, or within thirty (30) days after completion of service where service is made in any other 
manner, and in case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief 
demanded in the complaint.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the mortgage 
company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a default judgment may 
be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer the sum-
mons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:

The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an Order of the Honorable Orazio R. Bellantoni 
of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, signed on May 10, 2012, and filed with supporting papers in the Office of 
the Clerk of the County of Westchester, State of New York.

The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, executed by NED DORSEY 
CATO to SOMERSET INVESTORS CORP on October 3, 2008, in the principal amount of $382,500.00, which mortgage was 
recorded in Westchester County, State of New York, on March 17, 2009, in Control # 490700267. Said mortgage was as-
signed to Plaintiff, JAMES B. NUTTER & COMPANY, by assignment of mortgage dated October 3, 2008 and recorded on 
January 8, 2010, in Control #493510212.

Said premises being known as and by 1735 PARK STEEET, PEEKSKILL, NY  10566.

Date: April 13, 2012
Batavia, New York 
Virginia C Grapensteter, Esq.
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Attorneys for Plaintiff
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
585.815.0288
Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure

New York State Law requires that we send you this notice about the foreclosure process. Please read it carefully. 
Mortgage foreclosure is a complex process. Some people may approach you about “saving” your home. You should 
be extremely careful about any such promises. The State encourages you to become informed about your options in 
foreclosure. There are government agencies, legal aid entities and other non-profit organizations that you may contact 
for information about foreclosure while you are working with your lender during this process. To locate an entity near 
you, you may call the toll-free helpline maintained by the New York State Banking Department at 1-877-BANKNYS (1-
877-226-5697) or visit the Department’s website at www.banking.state.ny.us. The State does not guarantee the advice 
of these agencies.
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Bridge Builders Translators, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed with the NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 5/7/12.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY design. agent 
of LLC upon whom service of process 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail copy of 
same to 2072 Baldwin Road, Yorktown 
Heights, New York 10598. Purpose: 
Translation Services.

QUICK CASH OF WALLKILL LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/5/12. Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy The LLC 400 Rt. 211 E -  Store #16 
Middletown, NY 10940. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

QUICK CASH OF BROADWAY LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/4/12. Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy The LLC 1150 Broadway 
New York, NY 11221 Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

NEW WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS, LLC 
Authority filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 5/31/12. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Dela-
ware (DE) on 5/24/12 SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Corporate Creations 
Network Inc. 15 N. Mill ST Nyack, NY 
10960. DE address of LLC: 3411 Silver-
side RD #104 Wilmington, DE 19810. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of 
State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Four, 
LLC a domestic Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC). Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of NY on 
05/10/2012. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is des-
ignated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  Secy of 
State shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her to 
DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William 
street suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  
Purpose: To engage in any lawful act or 
activity

CLOVER11, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 4/23/12. Office in 
Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy C/O Unit-
ed States Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 
13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Registered Agent: C/O United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave 
Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

EMPIRE CITY MOVING LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
3/14/12. Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy The LLC 754 Palisades Ave 
Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of MONA SOLU-
TION PRODUCTS L.L.C. Arts of Org. 
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on  
FEBRUARY 24, 2012 . Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designat-
ed as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: P.O. Box 68 Yonkers NY 
10705. Purpose: any lawful activity.

L E G A L  N O T I C E
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

*Prices are per person, based on double occupancy, for cruise only on select sailings and stateroom categories. Government taxes and fees are additional. For new reservations only. Subject to availability. Certain restrictions apply. May not be combinable with any other promotion and may
be withdrawn at any time. Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price of West Texas Intermediate fuel exceeds $65.00 per barrel. The fuel supplement for 1st and 2nd guests would be no more than $10 per guest per day, to a maximum
of $140 per cruise; and for additional guests would be no more than $5 per person per day, to a maximum of $70 per cruise. All itineraries and prices are subject to change without notice. Ships' Registry: Bahamas. Pisa Brothers strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve
the right to correct errors and omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers.

Eastern Caribbean
7 nights, Sep 2 - 9, 2012
Allure Of The Seas® | Offer #1207234

Bermuda
7 nights, Oct 14 - 21, 2012
Explorer Of The Seas® | Offer #1207335

Welcome to a world where innovation rules. Make each day as exciting as you choose. Work wellness into your
vacation – whether that means keeping fit or totally relaxing, you can set your own pace. And with great food, perfect
preparation, and chef's certified by the American Culinary Federation, what more can you ask for?

Western Caribbean
7 nights, Aug 5 - 12, 2012
Freedom Of The Seas® | Offer #1207133

Tropical cruises with
homeport convenience

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

N - Interior I - Oceanview D5 - Balcony
Stateroom Stateroom Stateroom

$1,129     $1,199    $1,449
per person* per person* per person*

PR - Promenade H - Oceanview D3 - Balcony
Stateroom Stateroom Stateroom
$579      $669       $899

per person* per person* per person*

GTY - Interior GTY - Oceanview GTY - Balcony
Stateroom Stateroom Stateroom
$899     $1,049    $1,299

per person* per person* per person*


