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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday 
toFriday, from  10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the Internet:  
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel. 
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO

By HEZI ARIS
Yonkers Police Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA) President Keith 
Olson, Detective Sergeant Brian 
Moran, and Fourth Precinct Cap-
tain John Mueller are no strangers 

to controversy. Each has individually and collectively 
fixated over many years in controlling the Yonkers 
Police Department as they envision it. The three are 
longtime friends having allegedly engaged in unsa-
vory conduct that had them insinuate themselves 
into gaining information to which they should not 
have had access. Even so, it seems that each had al-
legedly engaged in conduct that would violate the 
rights and protections afforded every 
person under law. Driven by a lust to 
control the system from within, seem-
ingly undeterred by protocol, ethi-
cal standards, privacy rights, or their 
respective station within the Yonkers 
Police Department (YPD) hierarchy, 
they would come to allegedly target 
political adversaries, Yonkers PBA 
union members, and members of 
the Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants Association 
(CLSA).

PBA President Keith Olson began his police 
career in the Fourth Precinct as a Patrol Officer in 
the mid-nineties with his two friends and alleged 
accomplices: Detective Brian Moran, and present 
Captain John Mueller. From the onset, Olson ques-
tioned the conduct of precinct supervisors. This was 
Olson’s way of shirking and escaping his responsi-
bilities as a Patrol Officer. Keith Olson’s days as a 
Patrol Officer is rumored to have been spent play-
ing video games with a former partner rather than 
actually answering radio calls. Their alleged conduct 
would thereby cause responsibility to fall unto the 
backs of other patrolling sector cars. Patrol Officer 
Olson also worked in the Housing Unit with his 
friend Brian Moran, where they would come to be 
infamously branded, the “red ants” by the housing 
supervisors. “Red ants” refer to people who expend 
all their time and energy on challenging every ini-
tiative, policy, among other concerns, as set forth by 
their supervisors.   

That persona led Keith Olson into the realm 
of union activity. Olson was quick to aggressively 
insinuate himself into situations that defeated his 
perceived opponents by strong-arming colleagues 

whose demeanor was less confrontational than his 
own. Supervisors would come to overlook policies 
and procedures they had in place in order to placate 
the passive / aggressive belligerency of Keith Olson. 
The kindness shown to Olson by his supervisors, 
meant to ameliorate any bad feelings among YPD 
personnel, was judged to exhibit weakness by Ol-
son.  Unbeknown to supervisory personnel, their 
appeasement of Olson would not earn his respect; 
instead, it would come to fuel Olson’s disdain for 
them. Olson’s insecurity consumed him. No matter 
his obsession, Olson would lose his way to the top 
because he created a paper trail of his own, alleged 
wrong-doings; the fodder for Olson’s self-doubt and 

loathing distilled deep-rooted insecu-
rity within him; disdain for supervi-
sors, perhaps because he could not fill 
their shoes or because he was inept at 
scoring high enough on supervisory 
exam.

Olson would, like a chrysalis, be 
transformed into what many have 
described him to be, that is, an in-
troverted and arrogant person whose 
misinterpretation of the purpose and 

well-meaning directives of his supervisors for the 
sake of YPD decorum and for his benefit was mis-
construed by him instead. His lack of self-respect 
and self-doubt early on in his career is unlikely to 
now change course. Olson would carry both his 
attributes and demerits to his growing leadership 
role as a union leader. He was adept at bullying and 
instilling fear among the PBA membership to gain 
the votes to acceded to the position of president of 
the Yonkers PBA.

That persona has caught up with Olson of late. 
He finds himself shadowed by controversy within 
the department over allegations of his allegedly tar-
geting his union membership, and non-PBA mem-
bers; over allegations of conducting unauthorized 
investigations, obtaining and copying police files, 
searching police personnel work space, and offices; 
using his close friends to set discipline notices, and 
even to allegedly sending text messages interpreted 
by many to have overtones of veiled threats to the 
membership of the PBA and CLSA. 

Olson’s conduct was almost totally overlooked 
by former Yonkers Police Commissioner (PC) Ed-
mund Hartnett under former Mayor Phil Ami-
cone’s Administration. The passage of time would 

A Trio’s Demise Exacerbated by Their Questionable Conduct 
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come to eclipse the issues for just so 
long. They are coming to light in recent 
months falling into the lap of Mayor 
Mike Spano’s appointment some 19 
months ago of Yonkers Police Com-
missioner Charles Gardner. Olson is 
currently being dogged by a series of 
Internal Affairs Investigations.

Olson has few supervisory friends 
in the CLSA Union. Det. Sgt. Brian 
Moran seems to have flourished under 
the allegedly injudicious conduct and 
decisions espoused and promoted by 
Olson.  Brian Moran came to the YPD 
after a year with NYPD. He was sta-
tioned in the Fourth Precinct. He would 
come to be quickly influenced by Olson. 
The duo consistently challenged the 
methodology and protocol of the Yon-
kers Police Department’s structure and 
style.  Moran was less open about his 
comments and ideology but clearly con-
tributed and fed into Olson’s backroom 
precinct politics. Moran would come 
to join Olson into the Housing Unit, 
becoming a boss’s nightmare. During 
the entire time they were in the Hous-
ing Unit they engaged in complaining, 
and labeling the housing supervisors as 
incompetent leaders. After the Housing 
Unit detail, Moran would go to work in 

the Special Investigation Unit. He used 
his time there to study, and was pro-
moted to sergeant. When Moran be-
came sergeant, he was transferred to the 
Second Precinct, where he complained 
about working in uniform after two 
months, and used his connection with 
the Rooney family, who own Yonkers 
Raceway, to exert pressure on the city to 
push him into the position of Detective 
Sergeant of the Narcotics Unit under 
former PC Edmund Hartnett. Moran 
eventually went on to Special Investiga-
tion under then Lieutenant John Muel-
ler after the trio conspired to get rid of an 
existing Det. Sgt. already assigned to the 
Intel Unit (Intelligence Unit). That ser-
geant was transferred out to the Detec-
tive Division where he eventually retired. 

Moran is the most private of the 
trio. Brian Moran is the guy that Olson 
conspires with when they needed to 
collect and gather personal information 
against union members. Sgt. Moran 
presents himself as quiet, low key, and 
reserved. Despite his appearance, he 
is regarded the most devious. People 
are impressed with his rarely entering 
through a front door, preferring entry 
through the back door, having alleg-
edly plotted to discredit, undermine, and 
manipulate good, decent, hardworking, 
highly-respected men and women. 

The only time PBA President 
Keith Olson and Brian Moran ever 
complained about a supervisor’s de-
meanor is when they briefly worked 
under then Sergeant John Mueller dur-
ing their days in the Housing Unit.  John 
Mueller came to Yonkers Police Depart-
ment after a short stay with the NYPD. 
He was assigned to the Fourth Precinct 
where he too was quick to rub shoulders 
with Olson, and Moran, and quickly 
drank the Kool-Aid over how the YPD 
was antiquated, and how, after a few 
years, they could change the evolution of 
the department, emulating the NYPD. 
The trio had big dreams, and Mueller 
seemed to be their only hope because 
he was strategically astute. Moran and 
Mueller are both college graduates; Ol-
son a high school graduate. 

The three became good friends and 
their police careers seem to intersect. 
Mueller did not spend much time on 
patrol, and was promoted to the rank 
of sergeant where he landed in the now 
defunct Domestic Violence Unit. Muel-
ler then went on to work in the Housing 
Unit where Olson and Moran were as-
signed. 

After a short time in the Housing 
Unit, Mueller was promoted to the rank 
of lieutenant and transferred to Cen-
tral Booking. Then as a lieutenant he 

became the president of the Captains, 
Lieutenants, and Sergeants Association 
(CLSA) just about the time Hartnett 
would take the helm as police commis-
sioner.  Shortly thereafter Hartnett iron-
ically promoted John Mueller to Special 
Investigation Unit Commander. Muel-
ler answered only to Harnett. Mueller 
then smeared the reputation of a former 
Police Detective Sergeant, allegedly for 
the purpose of moving Moran forward. 
Mueller was then promoted to captain, 
and convinced Hartnett to leave him in 
the Intel Unit. 

Imagine, a former union president 
that purposely took the spot away from 
another CLSA Lieutenant so he could 
cut his own deal.  Thereafter, under 
Hartnett, they systematically took apart 
a highly respected police department for 
their God, the policies of NYPD’s “trial 
and error” policies.  They did whatever 
the Amicone regime asked of them and 
by any means.

John Mueller’s downfall is his lack 
of experience as a street cop. He had no 
concept over how the average street cop 
thinks. Despite the image he pretends, 
he is, like Moran, a follower. At first 
glance, Mueller’s “boyish grin”, and jovial 
demeanor are disarming, but his ap-
proach is to fool adversaries for his gain-
ing more power and feeding greed for 
more power. Like Olson, Mueller has 
an appetite for control, and will destroy 

anyone in his way. Mueller’s demeanor 
is aloof; giving little consideration to the 
men and woman who work under his 
command.  He surrounds himself with a 
select handful that agree he is an exem-
plary supervisor. 

Both Mueller and Moran take or-
ders from Keith Olson, and they all beat 
to their own drum. In an effort to con-
vince themselves and others, they cheer 
and clap for each other. They now find 
themselves clearly ostracized by their 
peers. Although Mueller is a captain, 
he is insecure, as are his two friends. 
Perhaps it is their lack of assertiveness 
for the betterment of the department 
that attracts negative attention. While 
their leadership attributes have climbed 
ever higher by their summation, others 
have judged their influence diminished 
and conduct questionable. The trio com-
mands no respect from the rank and 
file due to their alleged unethical con-
duct against their own membership. To 
date, the members of the YPD and the 
CLSA have isolated them for a variety 
of internal matters that will come to 
light. They have lost the confidence of 
their peers, and are clearly not trusted 
among many in the YPD.

Those who wish to contest any 
“facts” herein are asked to do so by di-
recting email to Blue Truth.

Continued from page 3
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By PEGGY GODFREY
Returning to the New 
Rochelle Industrial 
Agency (NRIDA) on 
June 26, 2013, were two 
familiar faces. First, the 

Executive Vice President, John Madeo, 
of Mountco Construction and Devel-
opment Corporation whose company 
had refurbished two senior citizen build-
ings on Maple Avenue; second, Joseph 
Apicella, Vice President and Executive 
Director of Cappelli Enterprises.

Madeo cheerfully stated he was 
“shamelessly trying to better” the city’s 
housing projects. This was the third 
time in a year he wanted to upgrade a 
City Housing project. Last year he had 
upgraded (and partially purchased) two 
senior citizen residential buildings on 
Maple Avenue: one with HUD grants 
and the other with tax-free bonding 
from the Local Development Corpora-
tion (LDC). Regarding the most recent 
instance, Madeo said he needed to ap-
ply for funding by August to upgrade 

Carrington Arms, situated at 33 Lincoln 
Avenue. He stated he needed to apply 
by August to obtain needed approval by 
NYS Attorney General Eric Schneider-
man.

Of particular concern to Madeo 
were five commercial storefronts in that 
housing complex. He wanted to im-
prove the conditions of the commercial 
space. New Rochelle IDA members ex-
pressed various concerns about his pro-
posal. Will the kitchens be upgraded? 
How would the retail areas be changed? 
IDA member Angela Stenrous wanted 
to know if residents would be impacted 
by any commercial updates. The ethnic-
ity of the tenants and the number of 
Section 8 tenants was also questioned. 
The answer given was that of the one-
hundred-eleven housing units, about 80 
were Section 8 recipients. It was sug-
gested that the 33 Lincoln property, as 
well as the nearby Hartley House resi-
dents could also use the retail stores in 
their respective complex.es There were 
questions about the physical needs as-
sessment which apparently has not been 

completed for the building. City Man-
ager Chuck Strome said final approval 
will be given later. IDA members also 
questioned the crime rates in the area 
and Madeo said he did not think it was 
a significant issue, but he can check on it.

The next segment of the meeting 
was a discussion over New Roc Parcel 
1A and retail uses for Trump Plaza. 
Strome adamantly addressed comments 
by Apicella by saying there was “debate 
on the good use of the space in Parcel 
1A and Trump Tower and he was not 
“comfortable” taking zoning action be-
cause the city’s residents and City Coun-
cil have purview over rezoning concerns. 
Denard Michael said the IDA’s “mission” 
is somewhat different from the zoning 
board’s mission. The IDA is for revital-
izing the City. IDA member Gregory 
Merchant also strongly objected to this 
rezoning request. Strome then empha-
sized no matter what zoning outcome 
was taken by the City Council, Cap-
pelli Enterprises’ application could come 
back to the IDA and he was not pleased 
with that option.

When other members of the IDA 
objected, Apicella responded by say-
ing , “We are not new in the City,” and 
have invested a lot of money here. His 
request for a non-retail space (a storage 
company) was in an area that had never 
been leased. “Either we are partners or 
not.” Appicella advised Cappelli Enter-
prises had attempted to lease the space 
for seven years and Apicella felt “some 
occupancy was better than none.” It 
was suggested that perhaps the medi-
cal unit next door might be looking for 
space. (In 2011 there had been a deal to 
lease 23,000 square feet to Sound Shore 
Medical Center, which apparently did 
not materialize). Denard Michael in-
sisted that from day one the space in 
question was designated for retail use; 
“self storage is not allowed.” Apicella 
reiterated Cappelli Enterprises was the 
developer who “started development in 
downtown” and this small piece was “a 
little bit of help.” He claimed the City 
had earned $400,000 in sales tax rev-
enue. Continuing, Apicella said Cap-
pelli owns LeCount Square. Apicella 

claimed the City had previously called 
him in and asked his company to help 
them out by buying a gentlemen’s club 
from Sam Zherka. They paid $5.2 mil-
lion because they had put their “hearts 
and souls” into this project, adding he 
was going to ask for a”sliding scale” on 
this request.

IDA Chair Marianne Sussman 
advised that issue was not before them. 
Sussman continued to note the present 
concept for recognizing the investment 
does not “revitalize the area” and/or pro-
vide significant employment. Apicella 
left the meeting. No vote was taken.

There was also a Local Develop-
ment Corporation meeting that fol-
lowed but Dan Marsh of the National 
Development Corporation did bit show 
up for the agenda item listed which 
pertained to his company’s proposal to 
develop and bond for a new City Yard 
at the Beechwood Avenue site. City 
Council has not acted on this National 
Development Council proposal either.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and for-
mer educator.

New Rochelle IDA Revisited by Cappelli and Mountco

mailto:WHYTeditor@gmail.com?subject=Blue%20Truth
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Ichiro Fusion • 80 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains
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BUY 1 DRINK  GET 1 DRINK FREE

WELL LIQUORS ONLY • NO BLUE LABELS • CANNOT COMBINE WITH OTHER OFFERS
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Why the Muslim Brotherhood Failed
By Dr. NASEER 
ALOMARI
The Muslim Broth-
erhood has failed in 
Egypt because of a 
structural flaw in its po-

litical thought. 
The fatal flaw in Egypt’s Muslim 

Brotherhood is the very same religious 
platform that had helped it gain power. 
Proclaiming to its followers and sup-
porters a return to a religion-inspired 
government where justice and fairness 
are the ultimate goal motivated people 
to vote for them only to be shocked at 
how little of that was achievable in the 
real world. 

Breaking promises is common in 
politics, but in the case of the Muslim 
Brotherhood the political agenda is so 
grand that failing to achieve it was al-
most certain. 

Take Egypt’s relationship with the 
Israel that the Muslim Brotherhood 
used to badger the previous regime 
about. At best, the Muslim Brother-
hood kept the same type of relationship 
with Israel as the Mubarak regime. 

The rhetorical attacks on Israel 
disappeared overnight and turned into 
words of courtship at some point. 

The hypocrisy and double talk un-
dermined the Brotherhood’s credibility 
and exposed their campaign promises. 

This is only one single example of 
why the short-lived Islamist regime lost 
almost all of its support so rapidly. 

The failure of the Muslim Brother 
was a crash course of how political Is-
lam can be defeated. Allow them to 
make grand promises and then have 
them run a real government. 

The positive outcome of the de-
mise of Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 

is that the Egyptians are wiser now 
and will pay closer attention to political 
promises that seem out of this world. 

I would also add that what hap-
pened in Egypt could be beneficial if 
the Egyptian people look back at this 
experience as a learning experience and 
a lesson in understanding the political 
spectrum and choices which exist in so-
ciety and learn to harness them for the 
good of the country.
Dr.Naseer Alomari is a political analyst 
whose linguistic capacity and familiarity 
with different people in the Islamic world, 
from Morocco to Indonesia,as well as the 
voices among the Islamic diaspora,coupled 
with his role as principal in Yonkers, and 
his American educational background 
makes him the quintessential translator of 
events and sensibilities beyond the “Fault 
Lines” of The Middle East.

FAULT LINESLINES

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
Since the new Tappan 
Zee Bridge will have all 
sorts of video cameras, 
do you suppose I will 
have to comb my hair 

before crossing the Hudson? I hope not, 
but please do enjoy this week’s “groom 
free” edition of “News & Notes.”

The seventh annual Peekskill 
Community Action Program Summer 
Lunch Program is now underway at 
Lepore Park.

Katonah Memorial Park Associa-
tion in conjunction with the Town of 
Bedford Recreation and Parks De-
partment will host “Buried in Blue” a 
rhythm and blues band that will play 
for free at the park. This fun night will 
begin at 7:00pm on Friday July 12th at 
the field near the Katonah pool.

The Pound Ridge Library is closed 
for the safe removal of ceiling tiles with 
traces of asbestos. The library will re-
open Tuesday July 30th at 10am.

Congratulations to Theresa Pirra-
glia of Katonah who received state Sen. 
Greg Ball’s 2-13 New York State Sen-
ate Woman of Distinction nomination 
in Albany.

The Peekskill Jazz & Blues Festi-

val kicks off on July 27th in downtown 
Peekskill and at the newly reopened 
Paramount Hudson Valley Theater.

For those of you who have a child 
starting the stressful college search pro-
cess this could be a very helpful event. 
On Monday July 15th at 11:00am the 
Bedford Hills Free Library will hold a 
free interactive workshop for students 
and parents on how to evaluate and 
choose the best college for you student. 
Melanie Gordin, college admissions 
consultant of “Onward to College” will 
be giving tips and advice. Seating is 
limited so make sure to register by call-
ing 914-666-6472.

Author Stephanie Evanovich dis-
cusses her book “Big Girl Panties” at 
the White Plains Library on July 13th.

Farmers get ready, the annual Yor-
ktown Grange Fair will take place Sep-
tember 5-8, I feel like Mr. Green Jeans 
from Captain Kangaroo…

This summer the Katonah Mu-
seum of Art is holding art workshops 
devoted to the art of collage every 
Thursday from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 
On July 11th the theme is Mix it up 
with FACES where you can create 
unique portraits that will be displayed 
in the fall exhibition, “Face to Face: Com-
munity Portraits.”

Also on July 11th, spend a refresh-
ing afternoon in the Rosen House at 
the Caramoor Center for Music and 
the Arts for afternoon tea with finger 
sandwiches, delicious scones, incredible 
desserts and specialty teas. The after-
noon begins at 2:00pm.

On Saturday July 13th from 
10:00am – noon and July 14th from 
11:00am – 1:00pm there is a commu-
nity volunteer work session at the Clark 
Preserve on Autumn Ridge Road in 
Pound Ridge. It is time to complete 
thinning the young sugar maple stand 
and to limit the spread of invasive Japa-
nese barberry at this nature preserve.

Congratulations… and what a 
great golf shot!... from our buddy Rob 
Labritz of Pound Ridge who holed 
out a birdie chip-in from 95 yards out 
to earn the final spot in the upcoming 
PGA Championship. The Jeffers crew 
will be cheering Rob on this August.

Speaking of golf, the 8th annual 
Support Connection golf outing will 
take place on July 15th at the Salem 
Golf Club. Support Connection lo-
cated in Yorktown Heights is dedicated 
to providing emotional, social and edu-
cational support services to women and 

Continued on page 6
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their families and friends affected by 
breast and ovarian cancer.

Grab your tie-dye shirts and love 
of music, and get ready for the Wood-

stock Experience of “Back to the Gar-
den 1969” on Friday July 12th at the 
Katonah American Legion the fun 
starts at 7:00pm. A Woodstock trib-
ute band will perform live in concert 
and yes I was around for the original 

Woodstock, but way too young to re-
member… bring your lawn or rocking 
chairs rain or shine.

Bedford Hills Free Library is 
hosting “Listen: Lore and Legend” for 
grade 3 and older on July 12th.

Shaaray Tefila in Bedford Corners 
is hosting a membership barbecue on 

Friday July 12th, open to everyone es-
pecially those considering participating 
in the Temple’s High Holy Day ser-
vices and religious school in the coming 
year. Come rain or shine for hot dogs 
and hamburgers at 6:30pm followed by 
an outdoor Shabbat service at 7:30pm.

The entire Jeffers family now has 

their drivers’ licenses and my insurance 
company has my checkbook… see you 
next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

CALENDAR

Continued from page 5

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Of Arts and Magic
By SHERIF AWAD
Arts, science, and illu-
sions are all related to 
the chain of creativ-
ity through the ages. 
And sometimes, great 

knowledge of arts and science are used 
to create the ultimate illusion. Take the 
example of the compelling 2006 thriller 
The Prestige by Christopher Nolan, in 
which Hugh Jackman and Christian 
Bale play two 19th Century magicians 
who are competing to create illusions 
using the technology of that era; doing 
so by seeking the help of real-life elec-
tromechanical scientist Nikola Tesla, 
played in the film by famous rock star 
and actor David Bowie. Another live 
example is the phenomenon of David 
Copperfield, who became the most 
famous American illusionist in the 
last four decades after using a mix of 
classic techniques and contemporary 

visual effects and technology. In Las 
Vegas, Copperfield now owns the In-
ternational Museum and Library of 
the Conjuring Arts, which houses the 
world’s largest collection of historically 
significant magic memorabilia, books, 
and artifacts.

One French-born artist decided to 
create performances and installations 
using his knowledge and admiration 
of cinematic instruments of different 
eras. Born in Metz, 1969, Julian Maire 
graduated from its Academy of Fine 
Arts in which he studied classic arts 
like painting, drawing, and sculpture. 
However, Maire wanted to express his 
own creations using technology and by 
moving fixed images incorporated with 
cinematographic instruments from dif-
ferent eras. For instance, near the end 
of the 19th century, instruments like 
The Cinematographe, and the Kino-
toscope were respectively created by 
The Lumière Brothers and Thomas 

Edison. Maire 
began his work 
with mechanisms 
and electronics 
about ten years 
ago by looking 
into the machines 
and their differ-
ent spare parts 
to understand 
their function. 
For him, modern 
technologies are 
very complex and 
difficult to under-
stand juxtaposed 
to the mechani-
cal ones, which 
can be more eas-
ily understood, 
reproduced, and 
modified.

Maire toured 
the world’s bien-
nials and muse-
ums to present 
his craft that 
resonated across 
artistic circles. 
The outcome of 

his repertoire of work was identified 
by developing experimental modes us-
ing optical effects and the succession of 
digital images. In 1962, another French 
filmmaker, Chris Marker, directed La 
Jetée (The Jetty), a French black and 
white science-fiction 28-minute short 
constructed almost entirely from still 
photos that narrated a post-nuclear war 
experiment in time travel. Although 
Maire’s work is related to cinema and 
succession of images among other arts, 
he doesn’t want to venture into film-
making.

One of Maire’s most acknowl-
edged works is called “Exploding Cam-

era”. It is an installation inspired by 
a real event that took place two days 
before the 9/11 attacks when a com-
mander named Massoud was assassi-

nated by two al-Qaida suicide bombers. 
Posing as journalists, the twosome 
killed him with an exploding camera at 

his camp in Afghanistan’s remote Pan-
jshir Valley. The connection between 
his assassination and 9/11 is certain, but 
this act has been almost completely for-
gotten because of the magnitude of the 
events that followed. The fact that the 
terrorists used a camera made a deep 
impression on Maire who imagined 
in his installation that the destroyed 

camera had continued to work and had 
continued to capture experimental his-
torical film reinterpreting war events. 
The piece is constructed with a TV 
monitor connected to a dissected video 
camera lying on a table. The camera still 
works, but the lens has been taken out. 
By using simple external light and laser 
placed on the table, video images are 
produced by direct illumination of the 
camera’s light sensor.

In another live performance called 
“Digit”, Maire sits at a desk and slides 
four fingers of his hand over a blank 
piece of white paper. The spectators can 
approach very close to Maire only to 
discover that a typed text continuously 
appears horizontally and vertically on 
the paper following the touch of his 
fingers. However, there is no visible 
hardware, no computer, no display, no 
noise, and no projector. In “Digit” the 
artist walks a fine line between a cin-
ematographic process and a writing 
process.

Maire will come to The Curtis R. 
Priem Experimental Media and Per-
forming Arts Center (EMPAC), in 
Troy, New York, in a performance he 
calls “Open Core” where arts, sciences, 
and technology converge. The audience 
will witness the elongation of cables, 
the diversion of light, and a progressive 
destruction of connections and cameras 
to build new instrument prototypes.

Maire’s work was for many years 
unique along with the artistic scene. 
The recent development of digital tech-
nology, some competitors have revealed 
themselves, albeit without exhibiting 
the richness recognized in the likes of 
The Prestige.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Julian Maire performing ‘Open Core’.

The Prestige.

Julian Maire performing ‘Digit’.

Exploding camera installation.

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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Mastering Outcomes while Minimizing Surgery

“When these doctors put on 
their lab coats, they don’t hang 

up their humility, compassion, 
or understanding.”

Hudson Valley Surgical Group
777 N. Broadway, Ste. 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

Hudson Valley Surgical Group
provides the latest in Minimally 
Invasive Surgery 
most advanced Laparoscopic 
Technology.

HudsonValleySurgeons.com
914.631.3660
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By RICH MONETTI
On Wednesday July 1, 
2013, at 425 Cherry 
Street, the Bedford 
Wetlands Control 
Commission met to 

approve several amendments to previ-
ous resolutions and hear new applica-
tions, while focusing and proposing 
future discussion on vegetable gardens 
in the regulated areas of the town.

David Sessions represented prop-
erty owner John Sherlock and his 
amendment in regard to a driveway 
recently installed. Asking for an ex-
tension to replace shrubbery along the 
pavement, the commission saw the 
logic of completing the amendment 
around the confines of the next grow-
ing season.

But at the same time, Commis-
sion Chairman Andrew Messinger 
questioned the original approval. The 
driveway separating two distinct wet-
lands, according to the chairman, likely 
has the effect of reducing biodiversity. 
Specifically referring to amphibians 

and reptiles trying to navigate the new 
terrain, he conceded the damage done. 
“This may have been a mistake on the 
part of the commission,” conceded 
Messinger.

Adding the elevation of an al-
ready approved curb to reign in storm 
water runoff, Messinger cited an even 
harder journey for frogs and salaman-
ders trying to cross the road – so to 
speak. In response, the Commission’s 
environmental consultant proposed a 
workable fix. “A Cape Cod Curb has 
an elevation that makes it easier for 
smaller creatures to scale, said Beth 
Evans.

As such, Messinger motioned to 
add the stipulation. “There needs to be 
a mechanism for reptiles and amphib-
ians to cross migrate between the two 
borders without being impeded,” said 
Messinger. The remaining members 
so approved to the apparent satisfac-
tion of Mr. Session.

The meeting then moved onto 
an amendment for an addition to 535 
Guard Hill Road, which hit a small 

point of contention between Mess-
inger and fellow commission member 
John Stockbridge.

Stipulating that no portable toi-
lets or dumpster could be located in 
the restricted area, Stockbridge asked 
for an exception. “I’m just looking at 
it from a practical consideration,” said 
Stockbridge.

In response, Messinger asserted 
that just the chance of toxic leakage 
into nearby waterways left no room 
for debate. “The law does not provide 
for any discussion,” said Messinger.

With that, the commission 
moved onto a preliminary applica-
tion from resident Michael Curcio 
with regard to dredging the pond on 
his property at 45 Old Post Road. Ex-
pressing frustration, Curcio detailed 
how with each passing season and 
storm severity the pond is negatively 
impacted. The pond becomes smaller 
and smaller as a nearby stream dumps 
excessive silt that is resulting in a dying 
body of water, overloaded with algae 
and mosquitos, said Curcio

He proposed dredging to deepen 
the base, while introducing oxygen 
and possibly fish to restore the pond 
to its original state. But Curcio was 
informed that any change to this 
New York State Class AA Tributary 
required a number of approvals and 
technical applications.

First needing State approval, the 
final consideration would then come 
back to the town. Messinger recom-
mended a pre-application meeting 
with the Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) in New Paltz, 
NY. “They will tell you what you need 
to do and advise on how to precede,” 
suggested Messinger.

Curcio, though, expressed con-
cern that if the state was to approve his 
plans, the town might act as a further 
road block. Messinger allayed those 
concerns. “We encourage pond resto-
rations and have approved a number 
in the recent past, but they have to be 
done carefully and appropriately,” said 
Messinger.

As such, he urged Curcio to move 

ahead with a meeting with the DEP, 
which left the property owner in gen-
eral agreement with the Bedford Wet-
lands Control Commission.

Finally, Messinger proposed fu-
ture discussion of a resident’s request 
on vegetable gardening in the restrict-
ed areas. Currently such locations can-
not add pesticides or fertilizer to the 
soil – the concern being that the excess 
could possibly run into the waterways.

That said, Messinger posed 
whether the commission should con-
sider the approval of organic pesticides 
and animal fertilizer. “I’d like this to be 
a topic of discussion that we can come 
back to,” said Messinger.

Commission Member Carol 
Parker doubted their ability to actually 
regulate the change and put it in the 
perspective of already having enough 
on their plates.

Commission Member Don Scott 
offered a more pragmatic conversation 
in closing. “We can approach it as an 
education issue, best practices for gar-
dening and such,” he concluded.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

Bedford Wetlands Control Commission Meeting
ECOLOGY
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The Misunderstood Coyotes of Chappaqua
By HELEN WEISMAN
The problems that 
coyotes are creating 
all over the nation, 
including Chappaqua, 
are actually caused 

by people rather than by the animals 
themselves. Naturally, coyotes are afraid 
of people. However, coyotes can be-
come what we call “habituated.” What 
we mean by this is that they have lost all 
fear. This happens when humans create 
a “coyote-friendly” environment. This 
occurs when people leave out garbage 
containing food scraps, pet food, and 

fruit that falls from trees, and then do 
nothing to stop the coyotes from eat-
ing them.

Why do we have coyotes in 
Westchester County in the first place? 
Firstly, there is a lot of habitat. There is 
plenty of food---natural food. Natural 
food includes rodents, rabbits, snakes 
and even certain insects. Pet food, un-
secured garbage cans, messy bird feed-
ers where the seeds fall to the ground 
attract rodents and other small animals 
that coyotes eat. Then, there are fruits, 
fruit trees, vegetable gardens and com-
post piles, all things that coyotes love to 
eat. Coyotes are not just carnivorous, as 
most people think. They are omnivo-
rous.

Coyotes are similar to wolves in 
several important ways. They both live 
in packs; there is one alpha pair, and 
unlike wolves, once coyotes pair up they 
mate for life. According to Dr. Stan 
Garrett, head of the Cooks County 
Coyotes Project where he studied 
coyotes for 13 years he has never 
documented a case of divorce among 
coyotes. Coyote packs are referred to as 
families. These families consist of pups, 

related females who mainly protect the 
family and territory from other coyotes 
and the alpha pair, who are the only 
ones to breed in the family. Then, there 
are other coyotes that we call transient 
coyotes. These are solitary coyotes or 
a mating pair. They live outside the 
groups waiting for a spot to open up to 
call their own.

Coyotes are usually no more than 
25 to 35 pounds in weight. They are the 
third fastest land mammal in North 
America after the long horn antelope 
and mountain lion. Coyotes are very 
important in balancing the eco-system 
in which we live. They help keep the 
population of rodents, snakes and even 
insects down. 30% of a coyote’s diet 
consists of fruit. Coyotes are very intel-
ligent. They are opportunistic, adapt-
able, and cunning. Wherever you look, 
be it a small patch of high grass that sits 
in an embankment, there may be a coy-
ote’s home. Coyotes will live anywhere 
if they can get away with it.

Then there is the infamous coy-
ote howl. Coyotes howl for a number 
of reasons. Many people believe that 
when they hear a coyote howl it is be-
cause it is celebrating the vicious kill it 

just ripped apart, but this is not what 
they are doing. They are communi-
cating either with family members or 
defending their territory from other 
coyotes. If you live close to a fire station 
you may hear them howl every time the 
sirens go off. A coyote’s howl is made 
up of many different tones and pitches, 
and yips and whines that they use to 
communicate with. A single coyote can 
produce a whole course of sounds. One 
or two coyotes can make it sound like 
10 or 20 coyotes howling. They do this 
to protect their territory. You may hear 

coyotes howling more depending what 
time of year it is.

It is very important to remember 
the three seasons of the coyote be-
cause this will determine the amount 
of howling you hear. The first season 
runs from January to March. This is 
the mating season. The next season is 
the pup/warm season. This season runs 
up to September. This is where you are 
going to hear a lot of howling, more 
aggressive behavior as well as risker 
behavior when it comes to grabbing 
your pets for food. During this time, 
coyotes use dens. Contrary to popular 
belief, coyotes do not live in dens all 
year round. Coyotes generally sleep 
under brush, rock over hangs, caves or 
holes made from other animals. The 
only time they will use a den is when 
pups are born. The last season is the sea-
son of dispersal. It takes place between 
September and December. This is the 
time when yearling pups, pups from 
the year before, are pushed out of the 
den in order to go out and start their 
own families. This can mean meeting 
up with other transient coyotes, hook-
ing up with then, and finding a place to 
call their own.

Now, there is the special structure 
of coyotes to consider. There are 2 dif-
ferent types. The first is the resident 
coyotes. They are the ones that live in 
family groups. They live in much the 
same way that wolves do; they live in 
packs and there is one alpha pair. The 
alpha pair is the only one that will mate 
for life and have pups. That is unless 
their ecosystem is broken and the alpha 
female dies. One way this can happen is 
when a human kills her. In this case, all 
the females in the family start to breed, 
thereby increasing the coyote popula-

tion. That is one main reason not to try 
and curb the coyote population by kill-
ing off individual coyotes.

In the second scenario, we have 
what are called transient coyotes. These 
are solitary coyotes or a mating pair. 
Since one or two coyotes alone cannot 
defend their home range, they tend to 
overlap with other groups of coyotes 
that are much larger. In those cases, 
what these coyotes typically do is wait 
for a new spot to open up that they can 
claim as their own. Sometimes these 
transient coyotes are called floater coy-
otes.

The natural lifestyle of a coyote is 
an easy going one. They tend to live in-
dependently of people unless the peo-
ple send open invitations like pets let 
loose and available food left out in the 
open. So how do we get rid of unwant-

ed coyotes? The best and only successful 
way according Lynsey White Dasher, 
the Director of Humane Wildlife 
Conflict Resolution of The Humane 
Society of the United States located in 
Washington, DC is by hazing. Haz-
ing is an activity or series of activities 
conducted to reinstall the natural fear 
of humans back into coyotes. These 
activities include simple actions such 
as yelling and arm waving, water hose 
dousing, using noisemakers like blow 
horns and whistles and throwing in-
animate objects. Finally, coyotes need to 
see where hazing is coming from. The 
coyote needs to see you and the action 
in order to understand what it means. It 
is important to have a variety of hazing 
methods as well.

In short, The Humane Society 
teaches that killing is not the solution 
to the coyote problem. Instead, a com-
bination of education and hazing can 
be more effective. In the final statement 
in the literature Ms. Dasher handed out 
it says, “Coyotes are here to stay – it’s 
up to us to find ways of coexisting with 
them.”
Photos by and courtesy of Dawn Macheca.
Helen Weisman is a freelance science jour-
nalist living in New York City. She has 
taught writing at The City University of 
New York., can

Coyote waking up.

Coyote in flight.

Coyote spotting intriguing movement across a grassy field.

A private grooming moment.

ECOLOGY
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 THE ROMA BUILDING
 COMMERICAL SPACE FOR RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., YORKTOWN HEIGHTS

Office  Space for Rent
Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent $900/Month
2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.  Rent  $1675/Month

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. Rent $500/Month 

914.632.1230

-

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off  Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off  Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

Relocating Yonkers Family Court to i.Park a Scam on the Taxpayer
HEZITORIAL ANALYSIS

By HEZI ARIS
Westchester County 
Executive Rob Asto-
rino on July 2, 2013, 
officially divulged his 
government’s inten-

tion to move the Yonkers Family 
Court from its present location at 
53 South Broadway to i.Park’s 131 
Warburton Avenue location. C.E. 
Astorino extolled the virtue of the 
move by asserting the move would 
save Westchester County $600,000 
in yearly rent paid the present land-
lord. Joe Cotter, i.Park’s owner, owes 
the City of Yonkers $4.1 million in 
arrears, a suit launched at the Yonkers 
Tribune’s vociferous urging, and to 
the credit and focus of Mayor Mike 
Spano’s administrative directive.

i.Park Westchester LLC, succes-
sor to Hudson View Associates LLC, 
has not paid on a written agreement 
dating back to 2007 in which they 
promised to make rental payments 
to reimburse Westchester County for 
costs incurred by the County while 
it awaited taking possession of the 
property. The Westchester County 
Board of Legislators (WCBoL) in-
stituted legal proceedings against 
owner Joe Cotter’s i.Park Westches-
ter LLC in 2009 to remedy a $1.6 
million rental dispute.

Joe Cotter’s conduct has revealed 
a tardy and reluctant demeanor by his 
firm with regard to installing a New 
York Power Authority (NYPA) me-
ter in conjunction with Con Edison 
in order to gauge electric costs that 
may be recouped by Westchester 
County; costs that are now shoul-
dered by the taxpayer. Taxpayer’s are 
the bank of last resort; Cotter may be 
another operation too big to fail.

The Astorino Administration 
has reduced the $1.6 million owed by 
the landlord down to $250,000. The 
cost to the taxpayer for bailing out 
Yonkers “Friend and Family” mem-
ber is $1.35 million. A request for the 
WCBoL to approve the $250,000 
settlement has remained in commit-
tee because to date, no rationale has 
been afforded the WCBoL.

“The Astorino Administration 
has decided to cut a deal with this 
landlord that appears to cost county 
taxpayers more money,” said Legisla-
tor Bill Ryan (D-White Plains), chair 
of the WCBoL Legislation Com-
mittee. “This landlord has not kept 
his word in previous dealings with 
the County, and is on the hook for 
more than million dollars. The Ad-
ministration needs to provide an ac-
ceptable rationale for this deal before 
it moves forward. Thus far, they have 

not come clean.
Should the move to i.Park move 

ahead, the cost of outfitting the Fam-
ily Court will add even higher costs. 
As well as the cost to CoY for addi-
tional security personnel at the new 
location.

When Ryan was chair of the 
WCBoL Public Works, Parks, La-
bor and Transportation Commit-
tee (a precursor to the Government 
Operations Committee), he led the 
WCBoL to add $1.5 million to the 
2011 Capital Budget over the objec-
tions of County Executive Astorino 
to address the Family Court space 
issues, a cost mandated by the State. 
The Astorino Administration never 
moved forward any court rehabilita-
tion projects, however.

The New York State Office of 
Court Administration (NYSOCA) 
and the WCBoL must approve any 
proposals submitted by the Astorino 
Administration with regard to mov-
ing of the Family Court in Yonkers. 
NYSOCA would also have to ap-
prove moving or closing of present 
court facilities.

This “Friends of Family” deal 
was one in which landlord Joe Cot-
ter, smelling his own financial demise, 
approached former Yonkers Mayor 
Phil Amicone to beseech Westches-

ter County Executive Rob Astorino 
on his behalf to move the Yonkers 
Family Court to i.Park in order to 
revive his floundering financial en-
terprise.

Present Mayor Mike Spano has 
advised he is concerned about gutting 
out 53 South Broadway’s dominant 
tenant. Upon Yonkers Family Court’s 

departure from the premises is com-
pleted, 53 South Broadway will likely 
suffer financial hardship similar to 
the now empty shell building situated 
further north at 45 South Broadway, 
suggestive of its future prospects and 
the further disintegration of a one-
time vibrant downtown.

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., STE. 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601•  T. 914.948.0044  F. 914.686.4873

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

http://www.robastorino.com/
http://www.robastorino.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=41.15,-73.775&spn=3.0,3.0&q=41.15,-73.775%20(Westchester%20County%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Spano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Spano
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westchester_County_Board_of_Legislators
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westchester_County_Board_of_Legislators
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Power_Authority
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Power_Authority
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=41.04,-73.7786111111&spn=0.1,0.1&q=41.04,-73.7786111111%20(White%20Plains%2C%20New%20York)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_executive
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=43.0,-75.0&spn=3.0,3.0&q=43.0,-75.0%20(New%20York)&t=h
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
Now that the Egyp-
tian military appears to 
have granted the na-
tion’s wish—to be rid of 
Morsi and the Muslim 

Brotherhood, as millions have been 
chanting, “Irhal” [“Leave office”]—al-
Qaeda appears to have stepped in.

Hours before Egyptian President 
Muhammad Morsi was sidelined by 
the military council, Muhammad al-
Zawahiri, Egypt’s al-Qaeda leader, 
declared that the terrorist organization 
would wage a jihad to save Morsi and 
his Islamist agenda for Egypt. (They 
would not be the first Islamic terrorists 
to come to his aid; Hamas members 
were earlier arrested from inside Mus-
lim Brotherhood headquarters, where 
they opened fire on protesters.)

According to a July 2 Veto Gate 

report, “al-Qaeda, under the leader-
ship of Muhammad Zawahiri, is cur-
rently planning reprisal operations 
by which to attack the army and the 
Morsi-opposition all around the Re-
public [of Egypt].” The report adds 
that, hours before this information was 
ascertained, Zawahiri had been arrested 
and was being interrogated—only to 
be ordered released by a presidential 
order. He has since fled to the Sinai, 
where al-Qaeda is stationed—not to 
mention where Morsi had reportedly 
earlier summoned thousands of foreign 
jihadis to come to his aid whenever 
necessary, and where he may even have 
smuggled Muhammad Zawahiri’s 
brother, Ayman Zawahiri—al-Qaeda’s 
supreme leader.

In another report, Muhammad 
Zawahiri “offered joy to our Muslim 
Brothers in Egypt, for in all circum-

stances, we will not lose, Allah will-
ing—quite the contrary.” He added that 
“if matters reach a confrontation, then 
to be sure, that is in our favor—for we 
have nothing to lose. And at all times 
and places where chaos reigns, it’s of-
ten to the jihad’s advantage.” Zawahiri 
concluded by saying that even if many 
and important jihadis and Islamists are 
arrested, it matters not, “for we sold our 
souls to Allah”—a reference to Koranic 
verses like 9:111—”and welcome the 
opportunity to fight to the death.”

In the context of all these threats, 
many Egyptians are understandably 
worried. Right before the military in-
tervened, a Tahrir TV host frantically 
and repeatedly called Morsi a “mur-
derer,” and the Brotherhood a “gang 
of murderers,” adding, “Oh Minister 
of Defense—move! Move! Move and 
save the country! There is no time!” 

This may also explain why so many 
leading Islamists—along with Morsi 
himself—have been arrested and held 
by the military, on the charge of inciting 
Muslims against anti-Morsi demon-
strators, by portraying them as “apos-
tates” who must be fought and killed for 
are trying to resist the implementation 
of the Sharia of Allah.

They may also be being held as 
hostages to dissuade al-Qaeda from 
waging an all-out jihad, as many 
of those arrested—Safwat Hegazy, 
Hazim Abu Ismail, Tarek al-Zomor, 
Khaled Abdullah—are open friends of 
Muhammad Zawahiri.

On the other hand, although the 
Brotherhood has been portrayed in the 
U.S. as “just another” political party—
or, in the mystifying words of James 
Clapper, Obama’s director of national 
intelligence, “largely secular,” which is 
the last thing it is—it is folly to think 
that Morsi, the Brotherhood, and all 
their Islamist and jihadi allies are going 
to go peacefully.

Now that the Islamists have tasted 
power— Salafis, Muslim Brotherhood, 
or al-Qaeda—it is unlikely that they 
will quietly give it up without a fight. 
History has proven that many jihadis 
never give up—unless they are in pris-
on or dead. And as Egyptian al-Qaeda 
leader Muhammad Zawahiri pointed 
out, not only have they long been in-
ured to sufferings and deprivations—
they have nothing to lose.
First published in Gatestone Institute, 
on  July 4, 2013.
http://www.meforum.org/3548/al-
quaeda-jihad-mordi-egypt
Raymond Ibrahim is author of the new 
book, Crucified Again: Exposing Islam’s 
New War on Christians (published by 
Regnery in cooperation with Gatestone 
Institute, 2013). A Middle East and Is-
lam expert, he is a Shillman Fellow at the 
David Horowitz Freedom Center, associ-
ate fellow at the Middle East Forum, and 
author of The Al Qaeda Reader.

Al-Qaeda’s Jihad on Anti-Morsi Egyptians
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Egypt after Morsi: Joy and Worry
MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By DANIEL PIPES
The overthrow of Mo-
hamed Morsi in Egypt 
delights and worries me.

Delight is easy to 
explain. What appears 
to have been the largest 

political demonstration in history up-
rooted the arrogant Islamists of Egypt 
who ruled with near-total disregard for 
anything other than consolidating their 
own power. Islamism, the drive to apply 
a medieval Islamic law and the only vi-
brant radical utopian movement in the 
world today, experienced an unprece-
dented repudiation. Egyptians showed 
an inspiring spirit.

If it took 18 days to overthrow 
Husni Mubarak in 2011, just four were 
needed to overthrow Morsi this past 
week. The number of deaths commen-
surately went down from about 850 to 
40. Western governments (notably the 

Obama administration) thinking they 
had sided with history by helping the 

Muslim Brotherhood regime found 
themselves appropriately embarrassed.

My worry is more complex. The 
historical record shows that the thrall 
of radical utopianism endures until 
calamity sets in. On paper, fascism and 
communism sound appealing; only the 
realities of Hitler and Stalin discredited 
and marginalized these movements.

In the case of Islamism, this same 
process has already begun; indeed, the 
revulsion started with much less de-

struction wrought than in the prior two 
cases (Islamism not yet having killed 

tens of millions) and with greater speed 
(years, not decades). Recent weeks have 
seen three rejections of Islamist rule in a 
row, what with the Gezi Park-inspired 
demonstrations across Turkey, a re-
sounding victory by the least-hardline 
Islamist in the Iranian elections on June 
14, and now the unprecedentedly mas-
sive refutation of the Muslim Brother-
hood in public squares along the Nile 
River.

But I fear that the quick military 

removal of the Muslim Brotherhood 
government will exonerate Islamists.

Egypt is a mess. Relations between 
pro- and anti-Muslim Brotherhood 
elements have already turned violent 

and threaten to degenerate. Copts and 
Shi’ites get murdered just because of 
their identities. The Sinai Peninsula is 
anarchic. The incompetent and greedy 
military leadership, which viciously 
ruled Egypt from behind the scenes 
between 1952 and 2012, is back in 
charge.

But the worst problems are eco-
nomic. Remittances from foreign 
workers have declined since the up-
heaval in neighboring Libya. Sabotage 

against the pipeline sending natural gas 
to Israel and Jordan ended that source 
of income. Tourism has obviously col-
lapsed. Inefficiencies mean that this 
hydrocarbon-producing country lacks 
the fuel to run tractors at full capacity. 
Socialist-era factories churn out sub-
par goods.

Egypt imports an estimated 70 
percent of its food and is running fast 
out of hard currency to pay for wheat, 
edible oils, and other staples. Hunger 
looms. Unless foreigners subsidize 
Egypt with tens of billions of dollars 
of aid a year into the indefinite future, 
a highly unlikely scenario, that hunger 
looks unavoidable. Already, about out 
of seven poor families have cut back on 
their food intake.

Looming over all these dangers, 
the Ethiopian government exploited 
Egypt’s weakness a few weeks ago to 

The Crowds in Egypt.

Adly Mansour

Abdul Fatah Al-Sisi

http://www.raymondibrahim.com/islam/hamas-defends-muslim-brotherhood-kills-egyptian-protesters/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/islam/hamas-defends-muslim-brotherhood-kills-egyptian-protesters/
http://www.vetogate.com/437511#.UdQ6kvmTioM
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/egyptian-president-summons-3000-foreign-jihadis-to-terrorize-opposition/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/egyptian-president-summons-3000-foreign-jihadis-to-terrorize-opposition/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/president-morsi-smuggling-al-qaeda-leader-zawahiri-to-egypt/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/president-morsi-smuggling-al-qaeda-leader-zawahiri-to-egypt/
http://www.el-balad.com/544176#.UdQ85_mTioM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=vGKL-bSK3Hs#at=41
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/leading-egyptian-islamist-arrested-protesters-celebrate/
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2011/02/10/dni_james_clapper_muslim_brotherhood_a_largely_secular_group.html
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3812/al-qaeda-jihad-morsi-egypt
http://www.meforum.org/3548/al-quaeda-jihad-mordi-egypt
http://www.meforum.org/3548/al-quaeda-jihad-mordi-egypt
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/
http://www.amazon.com/Qaeda-Reader-Essential-Terrorist-Organization/dp/076792262X/
http://www.danielpipes.org/blog/2013/04/140000-canisters-of-us-teargas-to-egypt-morsi
http://www.danielpipes.org/blog/2013/04/140000-canisters-of-us-teargas-to-egypt-morsi
http://www.danielpipes.org/11692/egypt-misery
http://www.danielpipes.org/11692/egypt-misery
http://www.egyptindependent.com/print/1462266
http://www.egyptindependent.com/print/1462266
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By GLENN SLABY
“L’Arche is indeed 
a place where many 
vulnerable men and 
women who are threat-
ened by the judgmental 

and violent world in which they live 
can find a safe place and feel at home.” 
Henri J. M. Nouwen.

There are small glimmers of hope 
for humanity, small communities, 
where the weakest teach the strong 
about faith, strength and love. They 

will not be in our history books, they 
may not be known outside their local 
communities, they may not be remem-
bered generations from the now, but 
they will leave a mark on the souls of 
many. These are special places where 
humanity exceeds the expectations of 
our human standards, but accomplishes 
what God expects from all of us. They 
will create a paradigm in the soul of any 
individual, community or society will-
ing to reach out, willing to take that 
leap of faith.

Responding to the massive social 

problems of institutional isolation, Jean 
Vainer offered a home and friendship 
to two men with intellectual disabilities. 
Through this experience, he discovered, 
“Love and service is an irreversible life 
choice; and like those two men, he was 
transformed”. From this simple and 
powerful idea, in 1964, in the French 
town of Trosly-Breuil came the com-
munities of Light and Faith and de-
scribed below, L’Arche (French for The 
Ark, for Noah’s Ark, a place of safety).

This mustard seed will soon be 

BRONX APARTMENTS FOR RENT

BRONX COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR $1150/Month
3Br. $1600 - $1800/Month

Call Maria:

914.632.1230

Westchester Ave. Commercial Space for Rent
Busy location, Large Display Window

2 blocks from #6 Elder Ave. stop
Ideal for Check Casher • Liquor Store • Formal Wear

Hair Salon • Barber Shop • Party Supplies
Notary/Tax/Document Preparation

Fast Food • Franchises
Some restrictions: No grocery or wireless phones

750 Sq. Ft. • $2750/Month
1100 SQ. FT. $3600/Month

Tenant pays water, electric & taxes
Call Maria:

914.632.1230
Continued on page 12

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., STE. 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601•  T. 914.948.0044  F. 914.686.4873

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

begin building a dam on the Blue Nile 
that could entail a reduction in water 
being supplied to Egypt from 55 bil-
lion cubic meters to 40 billion, a move 
that has incalculably negative implica-
tions for life in the country known as 
the Gift of the Nile.

As these economic disasters hit, 

the year-long interlude of Islamist rule 
by Morsi & Co., which did so much 
to exacerbate these problems, may well 
be forgotten – and whoever inherits 
the rule will take the blame. In other 
words, the pain Egyptians have and 
will go through may be for naught. 
Who knows, they might in desperation 
turn again to Islamists to pull them out 
of their future predicament. Likewise, 

the Muslim Brotherhood’s brief time 
in power means other Muslim peoples 
will also not gain as they should from 
Egypt’s dire experience.

On another subject, Lee Smith of 
the Hudson Institute speculates that 
Egypt’s new rulers will see a short war 
with Israel as the only way to “reunify 
the country and earn Egypt money 
from an international community ea-
ger to broker peace,” as well as “return 
Egypt to its former place of promi-

nence” in the Middle East. Such a 
war would likely achieve none of these 
goals – Egyptian forces would prob-
ably get clobbered, leaving the country 
yet poorer and weaker – but one can-
not discount this possibility. Egypt’s 
military leaders have many times before 
engaged in follies against Israel.

In short, my joy at Morsi’s depar-
ture more than offset by my concern 
that the lessons of his misrule will not 
be learned.

First published in National Post on July 
4, 2013
National Post headline: “Morsi’s departure 
leaves legacy of danger”
http://www.danielpipes.org/13051/
egypt-after-morsi
Mr. Pipes (DanielPipes.org) is president of 
the Middle East Forum.

Egypt after Morsi: Joy and Worry
Continued from page 10

MAKE IT FUN!

Your Problems are a Window to Your Success!
By PAM YOUNG
It’s time to love yourself 
NOW, not when your 
circumstances are dif-
ferent!  

When you deepen 
your relationship with YOU and take 
the time to look at yourself with new 
eyes and truly honor the holiness with-
in you, your circumstances will change 
with ease and grace. Your problems 
are a window to your success, whether 
you’re in a mess at home, in a relation-
ship that’s frustrating, feeling a finan-
cial crunch, in a body that weighs too 
much, whatever, the very thing you call 
a problem is an opportunity to get to 
learn more about yourself and love who 
you are.

“Self-improvement is a lifetime 
path, but it’s a pursuit that doesn’t lead 
to a place where everything is perfect. 
When you reach what you thought 
was your final destination, you’ll find 
that you have farther to go.” I wrote 
that in The Sidetracked Sister’s Happiness 
File more than 30 years ago. We’ll al-
ways be wanting to be better, because 
it’s human nature. Think about how 

fun it is to want something you know 
you’ll receive. When you do that, you’re 
looking forward to that thing or that 
circumstance. I think that’s why it’s so 
fun to fall in love! You want that person 
and you know you’re going to get him 
or her because that person wants you 
too. Once you get the person, the want-
ing is over. The getting is never as fun as 
the wanting part.

Since you are the only YOU on 
this planet, what you want is unique to 
you, but what isn’t unique is the reason 
any of us wants anything. The only rea-
son we want something is that we think 
it will make us feel better. What’s so in-
teresting about this real reason is that 
we can feel better without having what 
we thought would make us feel better.   

Esther Hicks, one of my favorite 
speakers and writers told of her neigh-
bor’s cat. They named him “Party Cat,” 
because whenever they had a party the 
cat would always come over to their 
house. One time when Party Cat was 
at one of her shindigs and was getting 
petted and talked to as he basked in a 
chair, he rolled over on his back and 
stretched out to get his tummy rubbed 
and someone asked the cat, “What 

do you do to deserve this?” Everyone 
laughed, because they knew that the cat 
deserved the love and attention just for 
being a cat.  

We are just like Party Cat. We 
don’t have to do anything to feel bet-
ter. What we can do is start practicing 
basking in that love we deserve for be-
ing human and being happy right now 
regardless of our situation. If you’ll start 
catching yourself complaining or whin-
ing about some problem and remind 
yourself that if Party Cat is loved just 
for being a cat, you are loved for just 
being you. Once you can feel that love, 
and it may take a few deep breaths and 
silence, remind yourself that the prob-
lem you were complaining about is just 
there to teach you more about yourself 
and help you grow and thrive. 

Be thankful for your problems and 
see each one as window to your success.
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll 
find many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, vid-
eos on how to get organized, ways to lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all 
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

 
MENTAL HEALTH

It’s All About Love, Learning and Growing

http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/136795/lee-smith-egypt-morsi
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2013/07/03/daniel-pipes-morsis-departure-leaves-legacy-of-danger/
http://www.danielpipes.org/13051/egypt-after-morsi
http://www.danielpipes.org/13051/egypt-after-morsi
http://www.danielpipes.org/
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
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MENTAL HEALTH

celebrating 50 years of friendships, care 
and love in approximately 140 commu-
nities in 36 countries on six continents, 
from Uganda and Syria to the U.S. the 
United Kingdom and Canada. A com-
munity can consist up to eight homes 
in a specific city with each home having 
three to four core members and three 
assistants. A typical home can take 
three to ten years to fully establish. Erie, 
Pennsylvania is the site of the first home 
in this country where there are now 18 
communities. The greatest challenge in 
setting up a house is building mutual 
relationships and understanding one 
another. Port Jefferson, Long Island is 
the site of a future community facing 
the many trials.

A simple idea, each community, in-
dependent and operated locally enables 
people with and without intellectual 
disabilities to share their lives in homes 
of faith and friendship. Those with in-
tellectual disabilities, called core mem-
bers and assistants share lives together, 
24/7 and are transformed through re-
lationships of mutuality, respect and 
companionship There are three factors 
vital in home life: eating together at 

the same table, praying together and 
celebrating together to laugh, to have 
fun, to give thanks as one body, giving 
priority to relationships. “Everyone is a 
friend, teacher companion not clients, 
patients or recipients. Communities 
are either of one faith or inter-religious. 
Those that are Christian are either of 
one church or inter-denominational. 
Each community maintains links with 
the appropriate religious authorities 
and its members are integrated with lo-
cal churches or other places of worship.” 
“Communities of faith, rooted in prayer 
and trust in God.”

Many U.S. communities are sup-
ported through government funding 
and fundraising, relying on the gener-
osity of individuals, foundations, con-
gregations and other establishments. 
Each is a registered 501(c) (3) non-
profit entity.

The aims and principles of their 
Charter, abbreviated below, displays 
their love. Their words explain their 
principles better than I can. It’s worth 
a read.

Aims
1.To create communities that wel-

come people with intellectual disabili-

ties, responding to the distress of those 
who are too often rejected, giving them 
a valid place in society.

2. To reveal the particular gifts of 
people with disabilities and others by 
sharing their lives.

3. L’Arche knows that it cannot 
welcome everyone who has an intel-
lectual disability. It seeks to offer not 
a solution but a sign that a society, to 
be truly human, must be founded on 
respect, welcoming the weak and the 
downtrodden.

4. In a divided world, its communi-
ties, its covenant relationships, between 
people of differing capacity, social ori-
gin, religion and culture, seek to be a 
sign of unity, faithfulness and reconcili-
ation.

Fundamental Principles
1. We all are bound together in 

a common humanity. Everyone is of 
unique and of sacred value. Everyone 
has the same dignity, the same rights: 
to life, to care, to a home, to education 
and to work. The deepest need of a hu-
man being is to love and to be loved. 
Each person has a right to friendship, 
to communion, to a spiritual life.

2. Human beings, as individu-
als, need an environment that fosters 
personal growth, enables relationships 

within families and communities, live 
in an atmosphere of trust, security, 
and mutual affection and be valued, 
accepted supported in real, warm rela-
tionships.

3. People with intellectual disabili-
ties often possess qualities of welcome, 
wonderment, spontaneity and direct-
ness. They are able to touch hearts and 
to call others to unity through their 
simplicity and vulnerability.

4. Weakness and vulnerability in 
a person fosters a union with God and 
through weakness, recognized and ac-
cepted, the liberating love of God is 
revealed.

5. In order to develop the inner 
freedom, to grow in union with God, 
which all people are called, each person 
needs to have the opportunity of being 
rooted and nourished in a religious tra-
dition.

They will not dispose unjust gov-
ernments, bring down corrupt insti-
tutions or solve problems of global 
malnutrition, but they are changing 
the world one person, one home, one 
community at a time. “L’Arche gives 
witness to the vision that people of 
differing intellectual capacity, religion 
and culture can come together in units, 
faithfulness and reconciliation.” A sign 

of hope, a model of mutual relationship 
and friendship in a world that often re-
jects people who are weak, any sign of 
weakness. All who enter are sure to be 
transformed, enabling one with the au-
dacity to go forward along an unknown 
road. A paradox of life, the weak makes 
us stronger.

In many places the social stigma 
that prevailed in France and around 
the world in 1964 is still very much 
alive where isolation and segregation of 
‘different people’ is still justified by the 
need to ‘protect them. Jean Vanier, now 
83, is intensely convinced that those 
who are powerless and vulnerable at-
tract what is most beautiful and most 
luminous in those who are stronger.

L’Arche’s information: “Living 
Gently in a Violent World” by Stanley 
Hauerwas and Jean Vanier, “The Road 
to Daybreak” by Henri Nouwen. Web 
sites: www.larcheusa.org. For the Long 
Island community see www.friendso-
flarcheli.org.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guardian, 
suffers from mental illness, writes part-
time, and works at the New Rochelle Pub-
lic Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York. 

It’s All About Love, Learning and Growing
Continued from page 11

On his latest recording Booker T (now 
back where he started) at Stax Records 
hits all the right notes, and employs a 
bevy of guest artists who mightily con-
tribute to this fine effort. Booker T has 
won four Grammy Awards including 
a Lifetime Achievement Award and 
is a member of the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame. Twelve tunes comprise 
“Sound the Alarm,” Booker authored 
or co-wrote all twelve tunes, he also 
co-produced the album with Bobby 
Ross Avila and Issiah “IZ” Avila who 
also play in the rhythm section on most 
of the tracks. It’s a contemporary effort 
that also melds Booker’s classic signa-
ture old school sounds and styles that 
formed and catapulted the early days at 
Stax Records.

An old clip of Albert King in-
troducing Booker T on organ segues 
into the title tune that features Mayer 
Hawthorne, it’s mildly hip-hop where 

Booker’s B3 enters midway into the 
song. “Fun” is, and sounds like it’s right 
out of the MG’s songbook including 
the Steve Cropper like guitar riff that 
intros the tune, it’s an instrumental that 
storms along with some mild back-
ground vocals and horns that also make 
it sound like it was recorded back in the 
day in Memphis, TN on McLemore 
Ave. “Broken Heart” features Jay James 
and it’s all soul with a solid rhythm sec-
tion and subtle horns. The instrumental 
“Feel Good” does, and is the perfect mix 
of today’s music but also incorporates 
techniques that brought Booker to the 
forefront decades ago. Checkout the 
blues grooves on “Austin City Blues” 
featuring Gary Clark Jr. on guitar, 
Booker and Clark lay down a solid and 
greasy foundation that really works well 
when they solo, especially Clark’s tasty 
fret work on guitar that orchestrates an 
instant marriage made in blues heaven! 

“66 Impala” is fueled by Poncho San-
chez and Sheila E.’s percussive work 
with background vocal fills and Latin 
horns that mesmerize and gyrate. The 

tender “Watch You Sleeping” features 
Kori Withers (the daughter of Bill 
Withers) in vocal duet with Booker; it’s 
a beauty where it’s worth mentioning 

that Booker’s a pretty good singer too. 
Vintage Trouble’s Ty Taylor unearths 
the vocal sounds of the late-great Otis 
Redding on the soulful ballad “Your 
Love is No Love.” This recording closes 
with a very bluesy instrumental “Fa-
ther Son Blues,” with Booker’s son Ted 
Jones on guitar who takes a somewhat 
lengthy fuzzed-out guitar solo. It’s neat 
as this track completes the family circle.

I’m often leery when generational 
artists of the sixties try to integrate 
sounds of this decade. That’s not the 
case here as Booker T’s “Sound the 
Alarm” is uniquely successful bringing 
it all together in a solid and fulfilling 
way. Kudos to Booker T and to all those 
involved who made this recording so 
very special.
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. 
Now celebrating 13 + years on the air at 
WFDU - http://wfdu.fm. 24x7 On De-
mand Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.
com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds 
of Blue is the most pledged to program for 
5 consecutive years. Senior Contributing 
Editor to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com 
, http://WestchesterGuardian.com, and 
http://YonkersTribune.com.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Booker T 
“Sound the Alarm” 
Stax – Concord www.BookerT.com

http://www.larcheusa.org/
http://www.friendsoflarcheli.org/
http://www.friendsoflarcheli.org/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://www.bookert.com/
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

By BOB MARRONE
I think a lot about reli-
gion.  Indeed, it is im-
possible to obsess about 
death and the meaning 
of life without throw-

ing a deity or two into the mix.  It is 
further impossible to ignore the mas-
sive amount of dogma, literature, prac-
tices, services, traditions and strange 
customs that have been superimposed 
over the notion of God, which we rec-
ognize as religion.  Moreover, as the 
guy who filled this space with a se-
rial book on the nature of doubt (No 
Guarantees), it is my personal belief 
that we created these regimented and 
orderly constructs to deal with our ex-
istential doubt and fear; that there is 
nothing beyond this life.  I share that 
fear and look for answers; serious an-
swers.  It is only natural to look towards 
the sky.   I mean how can you not take 
seriously something so grave as Canon 
Law, my Catholic Church’s particular 
set of rules and regulations cover-
ing everything from when believers 
should go to church to what they are 
allowed to do in their bedrooms.  All 
the other great religions have their 

own set of operations manuals.
Believe me, I am not happy with 

what I just wrote.  And despite it, I am 
not an atheist.  I am a dedicated ag-
nostic.  No, I am not hedging my bets 
in a Pascal’s Wager in need for insur-
ance.  As someone who makes his liv-
ing with words, both spoken and on 
the page, I tend to think that it is all a 
matter of semantics.   

Clearly, something started all of 
this, or it always was, in which case it 
is what it is.  Also, there is something 
so precious and gifted in the human 
heart that it seems to transcend the 
mere need to procreate and die.  Every 
time, I look into my grandson’s eyes 
and see his wonder and love for learn-
ing about all things, I see more than 
a mammal coming to grips with sur-
vival.  To be certain about the absence 
of a deity, it seems to me, would be as 
foolish as being certain that there is 
one who thinks, watches over us, and 
has “plans” for us.  I just don’t know.

What I do know is that our be-
liefs and the way we follow them have 
been dedicated to concepts and prem-
ises that for hundreds of years have 
steadily been debunked by science, 
reason and intellectual progress.  The 

greatest and easiest example is that the 
earth is not the center of the universe.  
We now know how silly that was.  
Soon, and Rome is already preparing 
for this, we will accept that we are not 
alone in the cosmos.  These in your 
face examples are continually joined by 
countless others less in your face rev-
elations that science and reason have 
given us.  Thus, organized religion, 
with its sophisticated contrivances and 
carrot/stick approaches to modifying 
human behavior, will lose its relevance 
if it does not keep up, if indeed, it 
can endure at all.  More importantly, 
as third world countries, which now 
constitute the largest growth areas for 
religion, become more educated and 
sophisticated, their people, too, will 
want more understandable answers to 
life’s difficult questions.

Progress is slow.  It will be thou-
sands of years, I fear, before mankind 
is no longer willing to kill in the name 
of God.  Only hundreds, I hope, be-
fore religions realize how infantile it’s 
placement of women as second class 
citizens.  Only now is the Catholic 
Church realizing that it must bridge 
its differences with Eastern Ortho-
doxy and Protestant sects.   

A practical problem that I under-
stand, but which I disagree with, is the 
notion that mankind cannot maintain 
its morality without religion.  It is also 
fair to say that the culture of some 
religious sects, however deluded an 
atheist might say they were, produces 
great moral behavior and social success 
among its members.  There is, perhaps, 
no greater example of this than Juda-
ism.  It is just so that the Jews are a 
moral and successful people in almost 
every field of endeavor.  Despite great 
persecution throughout the millennia, 
resulting I believe from jealousy and 
fear, they have brought rich pathos, 
love and success to the arts, science, 
medicine and business, just to name 
a few.  None of this, however, means 
that there is a God, or that their ver-
sion of him/her/it is real.

Similarly, the progeny of Jews 
/ Christians have brought a lot of 
love to the world; that is after they 
got through killing Muslims, Jews 
and each other.  Some of the stuff 
that Catholics and Protestants did to 
each other was downright creative.  I 
was particularly fond of the boiling 
punishment that pretty much left the 
victim intact like a canned ham.  But 

it is the message of Christianity with 
which we will bring this story home.

I have often been confronted by 
the highly religious that I could not 
be a Christian if I did not believe in 
a knowing God, or that Jesus Christ 
is his son and also God.  I assert this 
is nonsense.  With respect and defer-
ence to those elements of all religions 
that preach love and forgiveness, these 
principles are at the core of Christian 
philosophy (I choose that word care-
fully).  One of the essentials is that if 
God became man, as the religion in-
sists, even he would have frailties and 
doubts as Jesus does in the agony in 
the garden the night before his death, 
when he asks the Father that the cup 
be passed from him.  To love and 
forgive one another, because being 
human is hard, is a philosophy I can 
believe in, even if it were a parable.

I believe in my heart and soul, that 
one can be a secular Christian, who 
does not necessarily accept a know-
ing deity.  After all, we have Keynesian 
economist, Jungian psychiatrists and 
Faustian bargains.  Why can’t we have 
secular Christians?  We have jumbo 
shrimp, don’t we?  
Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer for The Westchester Guardian.

Secular Christianity and the Future of Jumbo Shrimp
RELIGION
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By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
In the commotion 
over Edward Snow-
don’s activities, many 
of the attention has 
been paid to whether 

he is a hero or traitor; what his rela-
tion is with the Russians and Chi-
nese, whether he really did damage 
to American military and CIA 
operatives; and whether he will or 
not escape American prosecution. 
Whatever outrage we may have over 
Snowden’s actions or the govern-
ment reaction may be well-deserved 
but it also takes away from the focus 
on what I feel should be a major con-
cern -- what do these revelations mean 
to me? Should I be protecting my data 
from intrusion? If so, how do I do that?

To really explore this issue, it is 
good to understand the history and 
purpose of the National Security 
Agency (NSA). The NSA was au-
thorized by a letter from President 
Harry Truman in June 1952, was 
formally established through a revi-
sion of National Security Council 
Intelligence Directive (NSCID) 9 
on October 24, 1952, and officially 
came into existence on November 4, 
1952. For years the NSA was a qua-
si-secret organization, never referred 
to in any official government presen-
tations or documents. Washington 
insiders used to say that NSA meant 
“No Such Agency.”

The NSA is not so secret any-
more. One can tell from its official 
website --http://www.nsa.gov/ -- 
which clearly states its mission: “The 
NSA/CSS core missions are to protect 
U.S. national security systems and to 
produce foreign signals intelligence 
information.” (The most acclaimed 
histories of the NSA are by James Bam-
ford -- The Puzzle Palace: Inside the 
National Security Agency, America’s 
Most Secret Intelligence Organization 
(1983); and Body of Secrets: Anatomy 
of the Ultra-Secret National Secu-
rity Agency (2002); and The Shadow 
Factory: The NSA from 9/11 to the 
Eavesdropping on America (2009)).

Once the public became aware 
of the NSA, the general understand-
ing of its role was that it involved 
dealing with codes that scrambled 
information to keep it hidden (“en-
cryption”) to develop new codes 

(“cryptography”) and to “break” exist-
ing ones (“cyptoanalysis”). The only 
time that the NSA attracted much 
public interest was when it made the 
news by stopping firms such as IBM 
/ Lotus from exporting programs 
containing encryption that it, NSA, 
couldn’t break (at that time the RSA 
algorithm).

Before proceeding, it must be 
understood that law enforcement 
and or government investigative 
services will almost always push 
the limits of governing regula-
tion and procedures (sometimes 
surpassing the limits) to protect 
the public and / or apprehend 
criminals, terrorists, and other 
bad actors. This is not meant to 
be a pejorative statement. I come 
from a long line of NYPD “cops” 
(father, grandfather, and godfa-
ther), grew up in a cop neighbor-
hood, hung around in cops’ bars, 
and covered & wrote about com-
puter crime investigations for 
years. Good law enforcement of-
ficers always took full advantage 
of the regulations governing the 
limitations of their activities and 
knew those areas where there was 
either no regulation of wiggle-
room in existing regulations.

Immediately after 9/11, the 
NSA began collecting “metadata” 
(e-mail account information and IP 
addresses but not the e-mail content) 
for all e-mail in which at least one 
party lived outside the United States. 
In 2007, according to the UK-based 
Guardian newspaper, “the Justice De-
partment, in a 2007 memo, expanded 
the program to include ‘United States 
persons and persons believed to be in the 
United States.’” This NSA project is 
known as “Staller Wind.”

 “Total Information Awareness” 
(“TIA”) was the name of a data ac-
quisition and mining program pro-
posed to the Department of Defense 
by Admiral John Poindexter, former 
National Security Advisor to Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, after the Sep-
tember 2001 attacks on the World 
Trade Center. The program was ap-
proved and placed under the “De-

fense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency” (“DARPA”) with Poindex-
ter brought on to run it.

When the vastness and scope of 
the data collection and the tools be-
ing developed to process the collect-
ed data became public, opposition to 
the program on “invasion 
of privacy” grounds 
was brought by 
such organiza-
tions as the 
“Electronic 
F r o n t i e r 
F o u n -
d a t i o n ” 
( “ E F F ” ) 
and the 
“American 
Civil Liber-
ties Union” 
(“ACLU”) and 
Congress voted to 
“defund” the Department of 
Defense’s continuance of the project 
in 2003.

As Snowden’s revelations began 
to be analyzed, it became evident 
that TIA hadn’t “gone away” with 
the defunding but had rather been 
transferred, software and funding to 
NSA from the Dept. of Defense and 
became the basis for NSA’s ongoing 
data collection. The main focus of 
Snowden’s revelations to date have 
been on ”PRISM,” a project autho-
rized by the “Protect America Act of 
2007” signed into law by President 
George W Bush which allowed the 
NSA to start a domestic surveil-
lance program which Snowden said 
included “dangerous” and “criminal” 
activities in law. The program, op-
erated under the supervision of the 
“US Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Court” (FISC), allowed the 
court to direct telephone carriers to 
turn over to NSA logs tracking all of 
its customers’ telephone calls on an 
ongoing daily basis.

While Snowden attacked 
PRISM’s activities, NSA Director 
General Keith Alexander has been 
quoted as saying “that communica-
tions surveillance helped prevent more 
than 50 potential terrorist attacks 
worldwide (at least 10 of them in the 
U.S.) between 2001 and 2013, and 
PRISM contributed in over 90 percent 
of those cases” and, on June 19th, Presi-

dent Barack Obama said that the 
NSA’s data gathering practices con-
stitute “a circumscribed, narrow system 
directed at us being able to protect our 
people.”

The revelations have caused a 
commotion in the media with pub-

lic advocacy groups such as 
EFF, as well as public 

figures, calling for, 
if not an end to 

the surveil-
lance, much 
g r e a t e r 
r e v e l a -
tion of the 
exact de-
tails of the 
monitoring 

( w w w. e f f .
o r g / d e e p -

links/2013/06/
what-we-need-to-

know-about-prism).
It has also been just become 

front page news in the New York 
Times, “U.S. Postal Service Log-
ging All Mail for Law Enforce-
ment” (http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/07/04/us/monitor-
ing-of-snail-mail.html), that the 
United States Postal Service, un-
der a program called “Mail Isola-
tion Control and Tracking program” 
photographs the exterior of every 
piece of paper mail processed in 
the United States (about 160 billion 
pieces last year)

In an attempt to put the revela-
tions and accusations in some per-
spective, I turned to former Federal 
Computer Crime Prosecutor and 
principal of “Rasch Technology 
and Cyberlaw” (www.raschcyber.
com) Mark D Rasch for his opin-
ions. Mark said that he thought the 
programs were valuable in the de-
fense of the United States and that, 
in his opinion should be in place. 
However, he added that the imple-
mentation was flawed for two very 
important reasons:

There had been no public de-
bate on such programs. The public 
should have been exposed to the 
choices between security and pri-
vacy in our new electronic age and 
had an opportunity to weigh in on 
the issues.

The understanding of the laws 

passed in this area (“The Patriot 
Act” and the aforementioned “Protect 
America Act”) differed between the 
Congress that passed them and the 
Intelligence Services that imple-
mented them.

Rasch also said that he thinks 
that all sensitive electronic com-
munication should be encrypted, 
saying “The encryption won’t stop the 
NSA, although it might give it pause, 
but will protect against hackers and 
others.” He mentioned the use of 
“PGP” (“Pretty Good Privacy”), 
long a staple of serious computer 
users, and the commercial products 
of “Silent Circle” (https://silentcir-
cle.com/).

Rasch’s points – the lack of trans-
parency in the process and the differ-
ing understandings of Congress and 
the intelligence services – couldn’t 
have been demonstrated more 
clearly than by the recent admis-
sion by Director of National Intel-
ligence James Clapper that he lied 
to Congress about whether the 
NSA collected “any type of data at 
all on millions or hundreds of millions 
of Americans.” Clapper has said that 
it does not – when both he and the 
questioner, Senator Ron Wyden 
(D-OR) knew that the answer was 
untrue!

I think that Rasch’s splitting of 
the value of the information gath-
ered to our security from the pro-
cess by which the programs were 
set up and implemented is very 
important. We have knee-jerk reac-
tions going on to the extreme, based 
on the activities of Snowden and 
Clapper as well as general distrust 
of the government and politicians 
trying to score points. It seems to 
me that it would serve us better if, at 
least in parallel to the current sound 
and the fury, there were a critical 
examination of General Alexan-
der’s statement on the proven value 
of PRISM. Such an examination 
cannot take away from the need to 
make the process much more trans-
parent – that is very important to 
strengthening our democratic pro-
cess.

Unfortunately, in the current 
state of our political landscape, I 
have little hope of any of this actu-
ally happening.
Comments and questions are welcome 
– johnmac13@gmail.com.

Privacy, Security, Lies, and Common Sense
TECHNOLOGY  CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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By JOHN SIMON
Sentimentality and 
a kind of facile mel-
ancholy were the 
impugnable character-

istics that got the critics down on the 
British playwright and sometimes 
novelist N. C. Hunter (1908-1971), 
very popular during the 1950s and 
1960s.  He was addicted to natural 
phenomena in his titles—“Waters 
of the Moon,” “A Day by the Sea,” 
“A Touch of the Sun”--but the plays 
were contrary to societal pressures. 
Noel Coward put it compellingly in 
his journal for December 20, 1962.

“I saw ‘The Tulip Tree,’ a charm-
ing play by N. C. Hunter with Celia 
Johnson and John Clements giving 
lively performances. Needless to say 
it got bad notices, but then Norman 
Hunter never gets good ones, nor 
does he ever write bad plays. I sup-
pose they resent his quality and class.”

Indeed. Here is the “Cambridge 
Illustrated History of English The-
atre,” deploring “the polite melan-
cholic nostalgia of N. C. Hunter in 
such plays as ‘Waters of the Moon’ 
(1953), [which] has not worn well.”  
Again, in “The Oxford Encyclopedia 
of Theatre and Performance” we read 
that “Hunter’s genteel plays are mood 
pieces whose bittersweet melancholy 

prompted comparisons at the time to 
Chekhov, a plaudit they hardly seem 
to warrant in hindsight.”

The worthy Mint Theater Com-
pany has chosen to revive the first 
of the quasi-Chekhovian series of 
Hunter’s plays, “A Picture of Au-
tumn” (1951). Here again a natu-
ral phenomenon, autumn, figuring 
both literally and figuratively in this 
characteristic work. In it, Hunter 
chronicles the passing of the old-
time British aristocracy, viewed in a 
slightly sentimental but also gently 
humorous if elegiac comedy.

This sort of thing would have 
worked somewhat earlier, but his-
tory in England had moved beyond 
that moment, favoring the works of 
John Osborne, Arnold Wesker and 
their likes, celebrating the working 
class and revolutionary artists. This is 
what made things hard, if not impos-
sible, for conservative playwrights like 
Hunter and his even more talented 
contemporary Terence Rattigan, a 
cold shoulder that only Somerset 
Maugham and Coward managed 
somehow to withstand.

In “Picture” we have the aged 
aristocrats Sir Charles and Lady 
Margaret Denham, who inhabit the 
centuries-old Winton Manor, whose 
18 rooms, crumbling outbuildings, 

many untended acres, and garden 
going to seed are more than they can 
handle in the absence of no longer af-
fordable servants.

The Denhams are further im-
peded by the eccentric and useless 
Harry, brother to Charles, who lives 
with and off them, having never quite 
recovered from the very premature 
death of his beautiful wife, Rebecca, 
dying way back when they were both 
young. Now he is the perfect para-
site, depending to an extent on his 
satirical malcontent’s humor, which 
he takes out largely on Nurse, the 

faithful nanny who also lives there, 
but who has become a constantly 
hymn-singing, near-deaf, ludicrously 
scurrying anachronism.

The Denhams have two sons. 
Robert, the elder, is a hard-working, 
somewhat humorless civil servant, 
married to Elizabeth, who formerly 
dallied with the charming ne’er-do-
well younger son, Frank, but sensibly 
married the responsible elder. Frank, 
at 37, has never held a job for long, 
and still keeps borrowing from his fa-
ther, as well as unsuccessfully wooing 

his brother’s faithful wife.
Responding to his mother’s 

justified complaints about over-
work—even the kitchen in the huge 
mansion seems to require a long walk 
to reach—Robert comes up with the 
reasonable idea of getting his parents 
to sell Winton Manor and move into 
an affordable and catered hotel apart-
ment; he even has a buyer lined up. 
But the parents hesitate and equivo-
cate, and Harry, who, at 81, doesn’t 
want to give up his creature comforts, 
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and finds ways, while pretending to 
go along with the sale, to effectively 
sabotage it.

An unexpected ally for Harry is 
Robert and Elizabeth’s 15 or 16-year-
old daughter Felicity, who finds the 
old cynic irresistibly alluring. She un-
cannily resembles Harry’s dead wife, 
and even puts on one of Rebecca’s 
Edwardian dresses to his utter delight. 
But there is no way to bring back the 

dead past, as, in their various ways, all 
the Denhams cannot manage. But 
because Hunter roots for them, they 
win a few last stands (sentimentality), 
but cannot win forever (melancholy), 
as a cold autumn presages an even 
colder winter.

There are also some mildly in-
teresting moments with an agent for 
the buyers. The ferret-like Pargeter, 
who embodies the aristocratic soci-
ety’s depressing future. Robert has 
already sold out to solid, uninspiring 
bourgeois values, and Frank, for all his 

charm, is a reprobate loser. Only the 
teen-aged girl still sympathizes with 
the witty but irresponsible aristocrat, 
but the conceding towel can’t be far 
from being thrown in.

Well, you can see the superfi-
cial similarity that got Hunter the 
“English Chekhov” reputation. The 
doomed aristocracy hanging in, the 
charm of the vanquished and charm-
less efficiency of the rising underclass, 
these things the two authors have in 
common. But while Hunter can make 
his characters only interesting, Chek-

hov can make them lovable.
This is the great problem for ba-

sically realistic playwrights: how to 
make reality, which is, after all, ordi-
nary, nevertheless seductive. While 
kept credible, it has to be transcended 
into the poetic, and this is where 
Chekhov wins hand down.

As usual at the Mint, set (Charles 
Morgan), costumes (Sam Fleming) 
and, above all, direction by Gus Kai-
kkonen are impeccable. The acting, 
too, is mostly fine, with one glaring 
exception. Katie Firth, the Elizabeth, 

is neither physically appealing nor 
thespianly compelling. Whenever the 
ball is in her court, she lets it drop. 
Jonathan Hogan is meant to be in-
effectual as Charles, and may overdo 
passive somnolence a trifle, but not 
disastrously so. Jill Tanner, however, is 
magnificent as Lady Margaret, always 
gallantly contending with adversity, 
yet never turning arrogant and un-
sympathetic. Equally accomplished is 
the Robert of Paul Niebanck, touch-
ing both in his desperate hanging on 
to defeated common sense, and in his 
moving acceptance of his dullness, 
not even able to keep his wife stimu-
lated. Christian Coulson is winning 
as the lovably incompetent Frank, and 
Barbara Eda-Young is a wonderfully 
irritating Nurse. Helen Cespedes is 
an attractive Felicity, even if she does 
seem a bit mature for a teenager. And 
Kraig Swartz is terrific as the officious 
Pargeter.

Very much hinges on the em-
bodier of Harry. George Morfogen 
is a supremely unappealing actor in 
most parts, but as the cleverly annoy-
ing Harry he has a role that suits him 
to a T. His diction is excellent, and he 
contrives to curb his basic lack of ap-
peal, thus 

managing to eke out an accept-
able Harry. And so the production 
progresses smoothly to its ambivalent 
ending. But here is no ambivalence 

about the satisfaction that this highly 
civilized evening at the theater el-
egantly provides.

Only the briefest mention is de-
served by the musical “Unlock’d,” a 
very loose variation on and expansion 
of Alexander Pope’s “The Rape of the 
Lock.” The music by Derek Gregor is 
an otiose imitation of 18th-century 
compositions, and the book and lyrics 
by Sam Carner shuttle uncomfortably 
between the pretentious but inept use 
of language and mere flatfooted ba-
nality.  The limited spatial and finan-

cial means of this Prospect Theater 
Company production cannot meet 
the elaborate scenic requirements 
of the palatial rooms and romantic 
gardens of Hampton Court, and the 
acting proves an even greater shortfall.

No one, with one exception, is up 
to the requisites in acting, looks and 
British accents the roles demand. Out 
of a consistently ineffective and off-
putting cast there stands out Jennifer 
Blood, in every way engaging, but, of 
course, insufficient to turn a solidly 
losing affair into a winner. 

Photos by and courtesy of Rich-
ard Termine.

The Mint Theater, 311 West 43rd 
Street, 3rd Floor, between 8th and 9th 
Avenues, New York, NY 10036. Box 
Office : 866-811-4111. http://Mint-
Theater.org 
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the  Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com  and  Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon 
holds a  PhD  from  Harvard Univer-
sity in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and  Marymount Man-
hattan College.
To learn more, visit the  JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.
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Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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By BARBARA BARTON SLOANE
Dream Catcher extraordinaire – the 
Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort 
& Spa, located in Chandler, is Ari-
zona’s only Native American-owned 
GeoGreen-designated luxury resort. 

It has 500 culturally-themed rooms, 36 Troon Gold 
championship holes of golf, an equestrian center 
with 1,000 acres to ride, a casino, a world-class spa, 
and Kai, a nationally-recognized restaurant. Here are 
both recreational and inspirational experiences never 
before available in a resort setting.

The Sheraton Wild Horse Pass is a showcase 
of Pima and Maricopa tribal heritage. National Geo-
graphic Traveler Magazine named this property to its 
first ever “Stay List,” described as a celebration of the 
“150 Hotels You’ll Love” in the U.S., Canada, Mexico 
and the Caribbean. In partnership with this maga-
zine, the Tourism Industry Association of America 
recently awarded the Resort the TIA Odyssey Geo-
tourism Award for Sustaining an Indigenous Culture 
and Community.

One of the Resort’s unique features is their 
Cultural Concierge. Rosie Rivera has recently been 
appointed to this position and it is a must that one 
connects with her to take a complimentary tour 
highlighting the history and culture of the Pima and 
Maricopa tribes that have inhabited central Arizona 
for more than 2,300 years. Her tour also interprets 
the significance of the many vibrant murals, pottery 
pieces, works of art and Native American stories 
found throughout the resort.

Aji Spa is a world unto itself. From the moment 
you enter, mosaic tiles depict the symbolism of the 

four directions: east for illumination, south for sand-
storms that bring rain, west for the setting sun and 
north for the water of life. One of the signature treat-
ments here is their Blue Coyote Wrap. Shane Bird, 
Spa Director, explains that this wrap is a metaphor 
for the spa as a whole – offering unique treatments 

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS
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• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
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Arizona’s Authentic Dream Catcher Resort
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Dining on the terrace at twilight.

Wild Horse Pass Resort.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
We now know why the 
community of official 
secret-keepers was so 
spooked at Edward 
Snowden’s disclosure 

of massive American data-banking. It 
wasn’t because of what it told our en-

emies, who knew we were listening; it 
was because of what it told our friends.

European leaders are beside them-
selves with rage at disclosures over the 
weekend that American spy agen-
cies targeted their offices at European 
Union headquarters in Brussels, as well 
as at the United Nations and elsewhere. 

A massive trade deal is threatened. We 
can only hope that international co-
operation to fight actual terrorism – a 
genuine threat that has not receded 
since Snowden bolted for Hong Kong 
and then Moscow – continues apace. 
But we have to wonder whether police 
and security forces in Berlin, Paris and 
other capitals are eager to share new in-
formation with us. They may figure we 

and an environment where guests can 
free themselves from stress and return 
to a natural state of peace. Belen Stone-
man is the Native American Healer for 
Aji Spa. In this role, she utilizes a sacred 
holistic approach to healing the mind, 
body and spirit through therapeutic 
massage.

Mind, body and spirit aligned 
– now let’s talk food. One of the na-
tion’s most highly lauded restaurants, 
Kai is the first ever Native American 
restaurant to garner both the AAA 
Five-Diamond Award and Mobil 
Travel Guide’s Five-Star Award. Kai’s 
Michelin-trained Executive Chef, Mi-
chael O’Dowd has worked diligently 
to learn traditional recipes and pres-
ents them in a new setting, thus pay-
ing homage to the past while weaving a 
new culinary future for Native Ameri-
can-inspired cuisine.

After dining –a peaceful stroll. The 

Resort has recently completed a two 
and a half mile Interpretive Trail that 
runs alongside the property’s storied 
Gila River. More than fifty signs detail-
ing the culture, history and plant life 
of this river community can be found 
along the trail. Many of the signs focus 
on the vegetation that’s of historical 
significance to the Pima and Maricopa 

people. The signs feature a picture of 
each plant and denote what it was used 
for and its significance to the Gila River 
People.

The Sheraton Wild Horse Pass 
Resort & Spa experience is one that 
blends a rich tableau of images and 
designs reflecting the beauty and 
mystery of the desert and its people. 

Belen Stoneman, this woman of Na-
tive American spirituality, says “The 
No.1 rule for me is that Creator God 
and the spirits do everything.” Here, 
indeed, everything is done with spiri-
tuality and authenticity. Dreams are 
caught in a web of stories that entertain, 
educate and inspire. Lasting memories 
are made.

If You Go:
www.wildhorsepassresort.com

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
is constantly globe hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; from 
the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty / Fash-
ion Editor she keeps us informed on the ca-
pricious and engaging fashion and beauty 
scene.

Spacious, clean cold storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 

/M) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 

8 Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 

options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 

day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

GO GLAM LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/17/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 78 Robertson Ave White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, NY 10455. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yonkers, NY 10704. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

JJC BROOKLYN LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/6/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
3010 Westchester Ave Ste. 106 Purchase, 
NY 10577. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HOLTBY DESIGN STUDIO LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Iselin Terrace Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

GREEN CIRCLE MANAGEMENT, LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 5/8/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave, STE. 
305  White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  A D S

CLASSIFIED ADS

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. Entrance. 
Call 914.613.7487

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

CURRENT COMMENTARY

With Friends Like These…

Mural at Wild Horse Pass Resort.
Pool at the Resort.

GOVERNMENTSection

Continued on page 19

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

Continued from page 17

Sheraton Wild Horse Pass

http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=dc4d17585b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=dc4d17585b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=67e722f8f5&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=67e722f8f5&e=23984343dd
http://www.wildhorsepassresort.com
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Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com
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FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS
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With Friends Like These…

already know.
Meanwhile, in countries where the gov-

erning elite forcibly imposes its will on the 
governed masses, the joy at exposing Ameri-
can overreach is palpable.

The best defense the Obama administra-
tion could muster boiled down to “everybody 
does it.” Or, as Secretary of State John Kerry 
less articulately put it, “I will say that every 
country in the world that is engaged in inter-
national affairs with national security under-
takes lots of activities to protect its national 
security and all kinds of information contrib-
utes to that.”

To which the Machiavellian mandarins of 
Moscow, Beijing, Tehran and other unsavory 
regimes need only reply, “Exactly.”

While our NATO allies fumed and our 
geopolitical adversaries smirked, President 
Obama himself continued his family’s sum-
mer holiday tour of Africa. Obama was too 
busy on Sunday touring Robben Island, the 
former prison home of Nelson Mandela, to 
bother calling such trivial personalities as Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel or French 
President Francois Hollande to make the 
case for why America needs to gather intel-
ligence on longtime allies and their citizens. 
Obama did finally get around to making the 
same point as Kerry, a bit more skillfully, at an 
African news conference late Monday, but the 
president’s YouTube diplomacy is not likely to 
mend fences with fellow summiteers who feel 
they have been electronically groped.

That’s too bad, because there is a pretty 
strong case to be made for why our intel-
ligence services chose to read our allies’ dip-
lomatic diaries. Strong enough, perhaps, to 
encourage some European leaders to tone 
down their public outcry and acknowledge 
that the price of living under an American se-
curity umbrella is that Americans sometimes 
do things that Europeans may not want to do 
themselves, or at least may not want to admit 
to doing publicly.

Consider, for example, Iran’s complaints 
last year that nuclear equipment manufactured 
by Germany’s Siemens contained explosives 
apparently designed to disable Iranian facili-
ties. Siemens not only denied putting explo-
sives in equipment bound for Iran; it denied 
having sold any equipment to the Iranians 
since 1979. Still, something must have upset 
the Iranians, who have no other incentive to 
reveal that they are shopping at Siemens.

So if German intelligence was not re-
sponsible for sabotaging a shipment of Ger-
man equipment to Iran, who was? The obvious 
candidates are the United States and Israel, 
and the United States is the better bet. Good 
for us and our security efforts. Germany, a sup-
posed partner in controlling Iran’s nuclear am-
bitions, ought to be more embarrassed by this 
episode than it seemed to be.

When Obama gets around to calling 
Merkel, he might remind her that the United 
States is out of range of Iranian missiles, at 
least for now. Europe is not.

And while American and British pilots 
spent a dozen years enforcing a no-fly zone 
against Saddam Hussein before the second 
Gulf War, France joined China in pressing for 
an easing of sanctions against the Iraqi regime, 
which had unleashed a litany of atrocities 
against its own people as well as its neighbors.

That costly American security umbrel-
la, which so offends Europeans, allows our 
friends like Germany and France to pursue 
mercantilist policies, often with greater success 
because of restrictions we place on American 
competitors.

It is worth noting that an alliance is not a 
political union. Each party remains indepen-
dent. An alliance is based on mutual interest 
and should, ideally, include a large element 
of mutual trust, but that trust is neither fixed 
nor limitless. Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin 
were allies during World War II, but each na-
tion pursued its own interests – and the degree 
of trust between Roosevelt and Churchill was 
certainly not shared in either’s relationship 
with Stalin.

This weekend the German newsmagazine 
Der Spiegel quoted from documents, appar-
ently sourced to Snowden, which described 
Germany, France and other continental allies 
as “third-class partners,” subject to Ameri-
can spying. The classified National Security 
Agency documents described Americans as 
first-class and closer allies Canada, Britain, 
Australia and New Zealand as “second-class,” 
apparently exempt from some of the targeting. 
Yet as we all now know, the massive dragnet 
scoops up a huge amount of data from Ameri-
cans and everyone else, regardless of “class.”

Morality and diplomacy have always been 
uneasy traveling companions. The moral high 
ground, which Obama has been so prone to 
claim, is more like the peak of a sand dune 
than a mountain. This week, the president who 
so values his public image and legacy is spend-
ing his time traveling among African photo-
ops rather than explaining his government’s 
security practices as a practical necessity, no 
different under his administration than during 
that of George W. Bush.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided per-
sonal financial and tax counseling to a sophisti-
cated client base since 1986. After six years with 
Arthur Andersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and family wealth 
planning, he founded his own firm in Hastings on 
Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily 
and became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm 
expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and 
to Atlanta in 2008.

Continued from page 18
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        


