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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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FeatureSection

Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
 

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

By MARY C. MARVIN
As is custom, the New Year 
brings thoughts of future 
plans as well as reflection 
upon the year just passed.

In the Village govern-
ment sphere, 2013 was a busy and productive 
year.

To recap, as a result of vigilant oversight, 
we continue to have the fairest property 
assessments in the County, which is a vital 
underpinning to the entire property tax 
system. As a corollary, our financial health 
is particularly strong as evidenced by a fund 
balance that is 22% of our operating budget 
and the highest bond rating possible.

In 2013, thanks to incredible partner-
ships with our local garden clubs and our 
State and County Legislators, so much of 
our limited open space has been reclaimed 
and beautified including Sagamore Park, 
Maltby Field, Bicentennial Park and the 
areas adjacent to the train station. In the 
spirit of beauty, we were galvanized to relight 
the holiday tree on the Village lawn.

Our green efforts throughout the 
Village have paid off both financially 
and ecologically as we rank near the top 
in recycling tonnage in the County and 
our mulching in place efforts are paying 
dividends.

The Trustees approved a three-year 
labor agreement with our police officers, the 
Kensington Road project is moving forward 
and we continue to re-pave our streets and 
plant trees at a record pace.

Based on recorded data, Bronxville 
continues to be an extremely safe place to 
live and work and should one need help our 
police officers are there on average in just two 
minutes.

As we begin 2014, there is so much 

more to continue and/or initiate to keep our 
Village the unique home it is.

Our vacant stores need to be filled with 
new and attractive businesses that reflect 
a retail mix that will be supported by our 
residents. We continue to work with our 
attentive landlords to attract potential tenants 
but unfortunately have no control over the 
financial arrangements then proffered.

From the Village process and Code 
perspective, the Village hired a downtown 
business consultant to review/ re-vamp our 
procedures to ensure that our requirements 
are in line with those in like communi-
ties and reflect the current retail reality. In 
addition, we have hired a lighting consultant 
to devise a plan to increase illumination and 
energy efficiency throughout the Village, 
with the project to begin in the central 
business district.

Our gateways into the Village must be 
improved, most noticeably the area near the 
Bronx River Parkway exit and the Metro 
North properties, with emphasis on the con-
dition and upkeep of the underpass area.

As I write, we are working on resolving 
the Parkway Road bridge repair responsibil-
ity issues so that residents will not be further 
inconvenienced.

We will continue to work with the 
Bronxville School to implement the $5 
million FEMA flood mitigation grant as 
well as with the State of New York to execute 
a flood mitigation project on the Garden 
Avenue parking lot.

It will be a year of construction as the 
Hospital continues its expansion project, the 
Kensington Road project comes on-line and 
the School begins the auditorium refurbish-
ment initiative and hopefully the County 
will begin work on Scout Field to increase 
the quality and availability of field space.

Inside Village Hall, we need to reach a 

fair and equitable labor agreement with our 
Public Works employees and begin a budget 
process that keeps the tax rate as low as 
possible. We are very proud to say we run all 
of the Village operations with just 15 cents 
of each of your Village property tax dollars.

We are beginning long overdue auto-
mation in our courts, parking system and 
building office with the goal of modernizing 
and expediting our services and processes.

We continue to grapple with soaring 
and unsustainable health care and pension 
costs that, if left as they are, will be the 

ultimate downfall of local governments as 
evidenced by what is already happening in 
Detroit, California and Alabama. As of now, 
our Legislators in Albany do not have the 
political will to confront the issue head on.

We need to continue and nurture 
relationships with State, local and County 
officials as all of the above initiatives involved 
funding or advocacy from other governmen-
tal entities. As evidence of inter-municipal 
success, we worked with ten neighboring 
communities to change the way hydrant 
maintenance fees are assessed, resulting in a 

$130,000 savings to the Village.
Village Hall is populated with a small 

but extremely hard working staff who, like 
the Trustees, work for you, the taxpayer, as 
the ultimate customer.

To that end, we welcome your input 
and ideas so we can meet the needs of our 
residents in the most satisfying way. I am 
confident 2014 will be a year of positive 
progress on all fronts in our Village.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, consider directing your perspective 
by directing email to mayor@vobny.com.

Confidence in Positive Progress for Our Village in 2014
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

PUBLIC POLICY

By Prof. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
During the recent mayoral 
race in New York City, 
and again in his inaugural, 
Mayor DeBlasio made an 

issue out of income inequality. For market 
purists, this is no doubt a red herring used 
to justify redistribution. A free market where 
individuals enjoy equal opportunity means 
that they can make their own choices. As 
such, those who end up with more obviously 

made the right choices. Moreover, they 
worked hard for whatever they acquired. 
Those who end up with less either made the 
wrong choices or perhaps lacked the requi-
site skills to earn more. Therefore, it is up to 
them to acquire the requisite skills that would 
enable them to have more.

In our modern global economy, the 
reason for growing income inequality is a 
function of skills-biased technical change. 
Old and obsolete industries that did not 
require much skill has been replaced by the 
new and technologically more advanced 

where skill has become key. The result has 
been a dual economy with highly educated 
and skilled workers earning high incomes at 
the top and poorly educated and unskilled 
workers earning low-wages at the bottom. 
Crowded out, of course, has been the middle 
class.

In recent years many have argued 
including Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz, that 
income inequality is the product of delib-
erate government policy. Since the 1980s 
tax policies have favored the rich. Also the 
Reagan administration launched an assault 
on labor by stacking the National Labor 
Relations Board with those more favorable to 

Why Inequality Matters
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business, and with the firing of the PATCO 
air traffic comptrollers union the message 
was sent to private industry that it was 
OK to fire striking workers. On top of this 
federal courts have been too quick to assert 
managers’ property rights, without recogniz-
ing equivalent property rights of workers.

Meanwhile, declining union member-
ship has lessened the influence of organized 
labor, which historically was the key con-
stituency behind the type of legislative policy 
favorable to the middle class. Of course, 
unionizing has become more difficult with 
increasingly more states passing right-to-
work laws. At the same time, the federal 
minimum wage was allowed to stagnate. In 
short, with decline of labor market institu-
tions income inequality grew.

And yet, for all the discussion over the 
causes of income inequality, it is largely irrel-
evant. Let’s say for the sake of argument that 
income inequality is due to globalization and 

the loss of manufacturing that has attended 
structural change; has it not been aided and 
abetted by the consequences of the assault 
on labor institutions — the same forces that 
have resulted in greater income inequality?

The problem with focusing on causes is 
that we lose sight of why the consequences 
really matter. Income inequality has without 
a doubt become symptomatic of the declin-
ing middle class. It isn’t a question of fairness; 
rather it is the health of democracy that is at 
stake. Unequal distribution of wealth and 
income adversely affects individuals’ ability 
to participate in the democratic process on 
an equal footing with others. Those lacking 
in wealth and income don’t enjoy the same 
access to political and policy officials.

Those at the top of the distribution 
find themselves in a better position to use 
their wealth toward the attainment of their 
political and other ideological objectives. 
Additionally, those at the top of the distri-
bution often enjoy inordinate power and are 
able to not only limit redistribution, but also 
shape the rules of the game in their favor. 

This is particularly problematic in a big city 
like New York City where income inequal-
ity tends to be even higher than the rest of 
the nation.

According to data from the Current 
Population Survey’s Civic Participation 
file for 2008, civic engagement was higher 
among those in households with higher 
levels of income. Six measures of civic 
engagement were looked at: daily discus-
sions of politics, daily readings of newspapers 
— intended to speak to one’s knowledge 
about and interest in politics — involvement 
in protests, attendance at political meetings, 
visits to public officials, and participation in 
civic organizations.

On all of these measures, those in 
households earning more than $100,000 a 
year were more likely to be civically engaged 
than those in households earning less than 
$30,000 a year. Those at the highest end of 
the distribution were not necessarily more 
likely to be engaged than those in households 
earning between $30,000 and $99,999, but 
those in households with income between 

$30,000 and 59,999 were considerably more 
likely to be engaged than those in house-
holds with income below $30,000. This 
would suggest that entry into the middle 
class would make a huge difference when it 
comes to active civic participation.

Why is this important? Because 
democracy cannot survive without a strong 
and vibrant middle class. True democracy 
requires active involvement that extends 
beyond the merely nominal act of voting. 
That requires that we develop our social 
capital, which is predicated on active involve-
ment in communal affairs. But we cannot 
develop our social capital if the effect of 
severe income inequality is to create more 
poverty, which only in the end deprives us of 
our capabilities. Deprived of our capabilities 
we cannot be autonomous.

At a minimum, democracy requires that 
we be autonomous. But a democracy cannot 
survive if our lack of engagement is due to 
the political anomie that surely results from 
lack of trust. If income inequality leads to 
others having greater influence than others, 

then institutions that were supposed to 
promote trust have essentially failed. Those 
who claim that the preoccupation of some 
with inequality is merely another attempt 
by the left to attain fairness and social justice 
simply have it wrong. It is about strengthen-
ing our democratic institutions, our middle 
class, and ultimately maintaining the basic 
contours of a free market.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 
policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author of 
several books on wage policy. They include the 
just published: Wage Policy, Income Distribution 
and Democratic Theory (http://www.routledge.
com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews); 
The Political Economy of the Living Wage: A 
Study of Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and 
The Case of the Minimum Wage: Competing 
Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). He is a 
researcher for the Employment Policy Research 
Network (EPRN), and some of his work can 
be found at http://www.employmentpolicy.org/
people/oren-levin-waldman.

Why Inequality Matters
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By GERALD CELENTE
In 33 years of forecasting 
trends, the Trends Research 
Institute has never seen a 
new year that will witness 
severe economic hardship 

and social unrest on one hand, and deep 
philosophic enlightenment and personal 
enrichment on the other. A series of dynamic 
socioeconomic and transformative geopoliti-
cal trend points are aligning in 2014 to ring 
in the worst and best of times.

Ready or not, here they come.
March Economic Madness: One of 

the most difficult aspects of trend forecast-
ing is getting the timing right. And when it 
comes to economics, there are many wild-
cards that can stall or detour any on-rushing 
trend. We called the Crash of ’87, the 1997 
Asian Currency Crisis and the Panic of ’08 
(we even established the domain name in 
2007) right on the button. But we missed 
the mark with our Crash of 2010 prediction.

Why? The Federal Reserve and central 
banks around the world were secretly 
pumping tens of trillions of dollars into a 
failing financial system. These were, at the 
time, unimagined schemes for nations that 
pride themselves on capitalism. And while 
we are not naïve to the dirty dealings of the 
financial industry, rigging the daily multi-
trillion dollar LIBOR and FOREX markets 
was not on our radar. Thus, what we believed 

to be economic truths and hard facts were, in 
fact, cover-ups and lies.

Such unforeseeable factors aside, we 
forecast that around March, or by the end 
of the second quarter of 2014, an economic 
shock wave will rattle the world equity 
markets. What will cause this econo-shock? 
How can you prepare for it? It’s a Top Trend 
of 2014. Read about it in the Winter Trends 
Journal.

Global Chinatowns: Name the con-
tinent or pick a country, every one contains 
its own brand of Chinatown. The Chinese 
global buying binge, now in its early growth 
stage, will noticeably accelerate in 2014. 
From coal mines in Zambia, to Borscht Belt 
resorts in New York, to factories in Italy, and 
to farmlands in Ukraine, a seemingly endless 
variety of Chinese development projects are 
being incubated around the world. If there 
is a deal to be had and a need to be filled, 
Chinese players are increasingly at the front 
of the line.

Wealthy investors, college graduates 
without jobs, skilled and unskilled laborers 
will be migrating out of their overpopulated, 
congested and highly polluted nation to 
foreign shores. Where are the new growth 
areas? What actions will be taken to stop or 
control the trend? Who will benefit? Who 
will lose? And what are the dangers and 
opportunities? You’ll find the answers in the 
Winter Trends Journal.

Wake Up Call: Last year we forecast 

the Great Awakening 2.0, a period remi-
niscent of the first Great Awakening that 
provided the intellectual, philosophical 
and spiritual ammunition that ignited the 
American Revolution. The “Awakening” has 
begun. Throughout 2014, and beyond, you 
will hear the Wake Up Call. It will be loud 
and distinct.

In 2013, the White House and 
Congress proved their extreme incompe-
tence with a series of public failures. From 
closing down the government, to the debt 
ceiling debacle, to the aborted attack on 
Syria and, ultimately, to the disastrous launch 
of Obamacare, the ineptness of our political 
leaders was overwhelming. As polls show, 
a majority of citizens registered levels of 
scorn and ridicule unparalleled in modern 
America.

But this phenomenon is not limited 
to America. Around the world, citizen 
distrust has turned into universal disdain for 
entrenched political parties whose draconian 
austerity measures and punishing economic 
policies have thrown millions into poverty 
and pushed millions of protesters into the 
streets. Civil wars, civil unrest, revolts and 
revolutions will be just some of the cards 
dealt by an angry public that has lost every-
thing and has nothing left to lose.

Will those in power hear the Wake 
Up Call? Or will they attempt to stamp it 
down and drown it out? Hear it or not, the 
movement is unstoppable. It will be a battle 

of the classes. What will it mean? Where will 
it take the biggest toll? Can the protests and 
disturbances of tomorrow bring peace and 
enlightenment that will lead to the Great 
Awakening 2.0? It’s all in the Top Trends 
2014 Winter Trends Journal.

Seniors Own Social Media: Seniors 
now comprise the fastest-growing user 
segment of the social media world, and 
the year ahead will see the retail, business, 
political, health and entertainment indus-
tries evolve aggressive strategies to realize 
the robust economic potential in engaging 
seniors.

The gamut of possibilities is so grand 
that we forecast technological and product 
advances that impact everything from 
nursing home life to political campaigns 
and causes. Read the Winter Trends Journal 
to pinpoint how this trend will unfold and 
affect you and your interests.

Populism: Regardless of how pro-
fessional politicians deride it or how the 
traditional media describe it, “populism” 
is a megatrend sweeping Europe, and it 
will soon spread across the globe. Mired in 
prolonged recession, disgusted with corrupt 
political parties, and forced to follow EU, 
ECB and IMF austerity dictates, populist 
movements are seeking to regain national 
identity and break free from the euro and 
Brussels domination. These movements are 
positioned to bring down ruling parties and 
build up new ones.

The discontent of the one-size-fits-all 
Euro Union formula is so deep that popu-
lists are expected to gain some 25 percent of 

the European Parliament seats in next year’s 
elections. “We have the big risk to have the 
most ‘anti-European’ European Parliament 
ever,” cried Italian Prime Minister Enrico 
Letta. “The rise of populism is today the 
main European social and political issue,” 
Mr. Letta added. “To fight against populism, 
in my view, is a mission today in Italy and in 
the other countries.”

Already, some nations, such as Spain, 
have passed new laws restricting public 
demonstrations while imposing police-state 
measures to stamp out dissent. What is the 
future of populism? How far will it spread? 
Will it lead to the formation of new parties, 
or lead to civil wars? Read about it in the 
Trends Journal’s Top Trends 2014 edition.

Trouble in Slavelandia: Even as total 
US personal wealth soars above a record high 
of $77 trillion, fueled by the stock market’s 
own record highs, life for the growing 
number of have-nots in Slavelandia has 
become more desperate. In today’s Plantation 
Economy driven by the bottom line needs of 
multinationals and flailing austerity-prone 
governments low-paying service jobs and 
reduced hours engineered to evade corporate 
responsibility to provide benefits, are making 
it tough for the working poor, a group that 
now includes debt-burdened and underem-
ployed college graduates and seniors as well 
as the traditional underclass.

Nearly half of the requests for emer-
gency assistance to stave off hunger or 
homelessness comes from people with full-
time jobs. As government safety nets are 

Top Ten Trends of 2014 - A Year of Extremes
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By MARK JEFFERS
One of the trickiest tasks 
for us this winter season is 
storing the Christmas deco-
rations in our garage while 
making room for the cars 

so we can plow our driveway. Good news to 
report… Frosty and Santa are now driving 
our car, but we made enough room to shut 
the door… Kudos to my wife. It was her 
planning that allowed me to finish up this 
week’s edition of “News & Notes.”

A big thank you goes out to the 
Lions Club of Bedford Hills for their $500 
donation to the Bedford Hills Free Library 
to benefit youth programs.

Grab your X’s, Q’s and Z’s and head 
over to the Katonah Memorial House 
on January 11th for the Katonah Scrabble 
Tournament. Everyone is asked to register in 
advance, equipment and score sheets will be 
provided.

The Katonah Museum of Art is holding 
six-session art workshops for children 3 
to 5 five years of age through January 21st. 
For more information give them a call at 
914-232-9555.

The Pound Ridge Library is holding 

a winter forum on Saturday, January 11th, 
“Wild Flowers of the Wetlands and 
Waysides? What Are We Losing? What 
Can We Use?”

Congratulations and good luck to our 
friend Kenny Hayden as he has signed on 
with the University of Albany to play baseball 
and further his education next year…

The first of the 2014 Home Gardening 
Lecture Series at the Anthony Veteran Park 
in Ardsley will be “Right Tree in the Right 
Place, with Amy Albam.”

On Saturday, January 11th, the 
Armstrong Education Center will host a 
workshop on the Wild Suburbia Project 
from 10am to Noon. This project captures 
important information about local wildlife, 
their movement, and interactions. All are 
encouraged to become citizen scientists and 
help record sightings of all the wildlife here 
in Westchester County.

If you have a need for speed and it 
seems the way my daughters drive, then you 
will want to check out Grand Prix’s newest 
addition for racing enthusiasts of all ages. 
It features an 80 foot long slot track with 
adjustable speeds, promising fun for racers 
of all ages. Drivers are able to design and 
build their own custom NASCAR body in 

GPNY’s Art Garage and then head for the 
slot track. “Slot car racing is a logical exten-
sion to our existing racing-related offerings 
and fits very well with our long term goal 
of making Grand Prix a destination where 
families, friends and corporate groups can 
enjoy time together doing whatever it is they 
love, all under one roof.” said Grand Prix 
New York’s Vice President Nat Mundy.

The Orpheus Chamber Orchestra will 
be celebrating their 40th birthday with a 
concert on January 26th at the Performing 
Arts Center at Purchase College.

A very well deserved celebration is set 
for January 25th as Bedford 2020 will hold 
a Community Celebration honoring Lee 
Roberts for 20 years of service for the town.

You know I will be in attendance at this 
beer lover’s dream-come-true event... the Big 
Brew NY Beer Festival at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains on February 
8th. There will be over 200 different brews to 
try; I’m getting thirsty already…

Calling all tweens and teens, come and 
make an awesome and adorable Penguin 
Backpack Nametag from Duct Tape at The 
Field Library in Peekskill on January 27th. It 
is a perfect wintery way to personalize any of 
your bags, backpacks, or luggage. All supplies 

are included free of charge; for middle and 
high school age.

Representative Sean Patrick Maloney 
will be the keynote speaker at the Antioch 
Baptist Church’s annual Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Banquet on Friday, January 10th, 
at 7pm. Contact the church office at 914-
241-0189 for ticket information.

If Donald Trump runs for governor, 
can I become the new host of “Celebrity 
Apprentice”? See you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.
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pulled out from under them as they will 
continue to be for the foreseeable future the 
citizens of Slavelandia will have no recourse 
but action. The fast-food worker strikes of 
2013, seeking a higher minimum wage, 
were just a mild taste of what is to come. 
Learn more in the Winter Trends Journal.

The New Altruism: Several burgeon-
ing trends identified for 2014 will coalesce 
in a welcome trend toward selfless concern 
for the wellbeing of others and an interest 
in the common good. Across the age 
divide, from people in their youth to those 
of advanced years, the search for meaning 
will intensify and become more widespread 
in response to waning resources, want, and 
an over-commodified culture. As despair 
quietly takes more prisoners, Doing Good 
will be recognized as the key to escape.

Ironically, the Internet that has been 

much maligned for currying narcissism 
will make the donation of money, time 
and talents so easy that people will be able 
to enact their better natures without resis-
tance. Be they Boomers in renaissance or 
populists in revolt, people will discover and 
expand the humanist side of globalism and 
act accordingly. See why in the Top Trends 
of 2014 Winter edition of the Trends 
Journal.

Private Health Goes Public: While 
the world focused on the blockbuster 
NSA surveillance revelations and other 
cyber-snooping episodes of 2013, another 
powerful trend line was firmly planted: 
Your health data has been progressively 
mined, assembled and made accessible to a 
widening group of interested parties.

While signing up for the Affordable 
Care Act brought some attention to this 
developing trend, around the globe, data 
on individuals’ health status, behaviors, 

prescriptions and even their genetic indi-
cators have been funneled to a wide range 
of databases. Those databases have many 
purposes and a growing number of hands 
on them.

The positive and negative implica-
tions of this trend are equally powerful. 
Individuals and their health care providers 
can more easily tie vital physical data with 
worldwide medical databases to anticipate 
and potentially prevent disease. But, in 
the wrong hands, the data can be used to 
exploit, damage and take advantage of indi-
viduals and their families. Security concerns 
will rise in equal importance with the 
potential benefits of this critical trend line.

What does this mean for you, your 
family, or your business? The Winter Trends 
Journal will provide the answers.

Boomer Renaissance Arrives: 
Distinct and strengthening economic, life-
style and societal determinants are building 
a creative foundation for the older popula-
tion as it discovers new approaches to work 

and finds long-elusive contentment in the 
process.

You already know that older workers, 
seeing their retirement plans shattered, have 
to work beyond traditional retirement years. 
You also know that those same economic 
dynamics are forcing aging Boomers to 
entirely rethink retirement. And, of course, 
you know that as Boomers are living longer, 
traditional thinking about retirement has 
been stood on its head. What you might 
not realize is how these factors are compel-
ling Boomers to unearth potent creative 
energies not only to survive, but to realize 
potential that evaded them in traditional 
work roles.

In 2014, we will see growing evidence 
of this Boomer Renaissance, accentuated by 
waves of self-guided entrepreneurism that 
alchemizes commerce, survival and self-
actualization into a new world and self view. 
The Winter Trends Journal will explore this 
compelling 2014 trend in depth.

Digital Learning Explodes: Fears 

that online educational platforms fall short 
of providing depth and effectiveness in the 
learning experience will all but disappear. 
Across the entire educational spectrum, 
online learning will expand to include not 
only course instruction, but also a wealth 
of real-life learning experience, with con-
siderable participation by the skills-hungry 
business community.

For individuals, educational institu-
tions, industries, small businesses and 
up-and-coming entrepreneurs, the impli-
cations are enormous. From traditional 
degree-based education to very specific 
micro skills-based learning, this trend line 
explodes. The Trends Research Institute 
will break down the implications for indi-
viduals, business professionals and a range 
of industries in its Winter Trends Journal.

Learn more about Gerald Celente and 
Trends Research Institute online at 
www.TrendsResearch.com or by calling 
1-845.331.3500.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873
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Touba
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Touba is a new long docu-
mentary from director 
Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi 
who, with unprecedented 
access, reveals a different 

face of Islam, one which is so essential 
during these divisive times. The film 
chronicles the annual Grand Magaal pil-
grimage of one million Sufi Muslims to 
the holy Senegalese city of Touba.

One of the rare films still shot on 
celluloid film, its breathtakingly vivid 
cinematography by Scott Duncan and 
integrated soundtrack elevate it to the level 
of a humanist film poem. This dynamic 
and immersive observational film takes 
us inside the Mouride Brotherhood, one 
of West Africa’s most elusive organiza-
tions and one of the world’s largest Sufi 
communities. The pilgrims travel from all 
over the world to pay homage to the life 
and teachings of Cheikh Amadou Bamba 
whose non-violent resistance to the 
French colonial persecution of Muslims in 
the late 19th Century inspired a national 
movement and doctrine. Until this day, 
freedom of religious expression through 
pacifism is still practiced by millions of his 
followers. In light of what has been hap-
pening recently in Mali and the region, 
these are lessons the world can learn.

Director Chai Vasarhelyi is an 
award-winning director and producer. 
Her first film, A Normal Life, won Best 
Documentary at the Tribeca Film Festival 
in 2003. Her second film, Youssou N’Dour: 
I Bring What I Love, premiered at the 
Telluride and Toronto Film Festivals, 
screened at over 50 film festivals, and won 

numerous awards including three audience 
awards, the Special Jury Prize at the 
Middle East International Film Festival 
in 2008 and a nomination for the Pare 
Lorentz Award at the 2009 International 
Documentary Association Awards. The 
film was released in theaters in the U.S. and 
internationally. Vasarhelyi encountered 
Senegal’s Muslim population, specifically 
the Mouride brotherhood, while filming 
I Bring What I Love. Her initial exposure 
to Mouridism in 2005 enchanted and 
inspired her to return to Senegal several 
times in the subsequent years to film the 
Grand Magaal in the holy city of Touba. 
Touba, the resulting visceral and beautiful 
documentary experience takes the viewer 
through each step of the annual Mouride 
pilgrimage. She returned to Senegal in 
2012 to document the heated Presidential 
elections in Mr. President, an intense and 
unflinching story of Senegalese democracy 
in the early stages of post production. She 
is also currently working on two American 

stories: Little Troopers, a film about the 
impact of American soldiers’ deploy-
ments on their families left behind; and 
Father School, a glimpse into the Korean 
American movement towards becoming 
more in-touch fathers and husbands. 
Vasarhelyi has received grants from several 
foundations including the Sundance 
Documentary Fund, Ford Foundation, 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, and the 
William and Mary Greve Foundation. 
Vasarhelyi was selected as a 2013 Sundance 
Documentary Film Fellow, named one of 
Filmmaker Magazine’s “25 New Faces of 
Independent Film” in 2005 and received 
an Achievement Award from Creative 
Visions foundation in 2008. She has been 
featured in numerous publications includ-
ing, The New Yorker, The Wall Street Journal, 
Vogue and New York Magazine. Chai 
has a B.A. from Princeton University in 
Comparative Literature.

Scott Duncan is a dynamic and highly 
sought-after Director / Cinematographer. 
He has earned nine Emmy Awards 
for Individual Achievement in 
Cinematography and Best Documentary, 
as well as a total of 26 Emmy nomina-
tions throughout his career. For over a 
decade, Duncan’s stunning imagery has 
visually represented the powerful opening 
and closing broadcasts of the Summer 
and Winter Olympic Games. With a 
global audience reach, billions of viewers 
have been captivated by his work that has 
earned Duncan and NBC Sports multiple 
Emmy Awards. In 2007 Duncan col-
laborated with Phil Tuckett to create The 
Golden Age, a film that explores the culture 
of South American amateur soccer leagues 
in New York City. The Golden Age pre-
miered at the Viña del Mar Film Festival 

in Chile in 2008.
The director and the cinematog-

rapher don’t provide many interviews. 
There is a short appearance from former 
President Abdoulaye Wade commenting 
on the political power of the Mouride 
Brotherhood. Immediately afterward is a 
scene with the late Sheikh Bara Mbacke, 
then Caliph and Grand Maribout of the 
Brotherhood and grandson of Bamba. 
He wants to know why there are so many 
people in the room, particularly the film-
makers. When told who they are, Bara 
Mbacke says for them to “stick to the facts 
and not talk about what they didn’t see 
here.”

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 
in The Netherlands. He also contributes to 
Variety, in the United States, and is the film 
critic of Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.
com/), in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://
www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) 
and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi (Center) and Scott Duncan shooting “Touba”

Women participating in the pilgrimage.

Pilgrims on the Road in Touba.

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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By PEGGY GODFREY
Yogi Bera said, “The game’s 
not over ‘til its over.” In New 
Rochelle, the City’s agree-
ment with the 35 Maple 
Avenue senior housing 

building appeared to be settled, but was it?
The new agreement for this Maple 

Avenue building was voted upon by the City 
Council in 2011. The Montco Construction 
and Development Corporation (MCDC), 
according to Vice-president John Madeo, 
would renovate the 35-year-old building of 
approximately 109 apartments by installing 
new bathrooms and kitchens in each apart-
ment. No tenants were to be relocated and 
“eligible tenants” would pay 30% of their 

income towards a HUD (Housing and 
Urban Development) subsidized rent.

In the process, the building would be 
converted from its non-profit ownership to a 
for profit entity. According to Mayor Noam 
Bramson at that time, payments such as 
$60,000 would be made by Montco so that 
New Rochelle could improve the Maple 
Avenue Parking lot. George Latimer, now 
a State Senator, helped Montco to receive a 
HUD (Housing and Urban Development) 
tax credit of $ million. The owner of Montco, 
Joel B. Monty, gave $1,000 to Mayor 
Bramson’s re-election campaign in 2011 
just before the New Rochelle City Council 
approved the project. A New Rochelle IDA 
(Industrial Development Agency) PILOT 

FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
$1350/month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

The Fake Doctor Will Kill Your Baby Now - Part One
CYNICISM AND MISOGYNY

By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
I believe in the possibility of 
a world without exploitation 
– pro-choicers do not.  They 
believe someone always has 

to be exploited, either women or children in 
the womb.  Just by lying there asleep, growing, 
unborn babies exploit their mothers so gravely 
that the women are essentially enslaved, say 
pro-choicers, so that pregnant mothers have 
the right to kill their children through torture.  
Women have wombs, therefore society must 
practice child abuse in the extreme, pro-choic-
ers believe.  This claim that there is a perpetual 
war between unborn children and their 
pregnant mothers is the height of cynicism 
and misogyny.

Prenatal homicide is about withhold-
ing compassion, not expressing it, and this 
attitude poses a menace to women.  Pro-
choicers show love for women through hatred 
of children (and of course anyone who says, “I 
don’t hate unborn babies, I just think they can 
be killed for any reason until birth,” is a fool).  
Most people who call themselves “pro-choice” 
are not so heartless as true, nine-month pro-
choicers (who are the only real pro-choicers 
in my opinion).  And even most nine-month 
pro-choice-to-kill activists probably are not so 
lacking in empathy that they would want to 
perform abortions themselves.  Abortionists 
are the most callous bastards around and 
to unleash them on poor desperate women 
shows contempt for women.

Nine-month pro-choicers (those who 
support unqualified abortion) delude them-
selves when they say pro-lifers don’t care about 
women.  It is much harder to empathize with 
babies in the womb than it is with women.  
We interact with women all the time and 
half of us are women.  Women are “close” to 
us while unborn children are “far away.”  A 
person who can care for preborn children is 
especially loving and has an easy time sym-
pathizing with women; the opposite is not 
necessarily true.  Furthermore, abortion is self 
serving – there are plenty of reasons why pro-
choice-to-kill activists would rationalize the 
“right” to choose to kill children; why would 
pro-lifers rationalize their position?

This idea that love of one group (women) 
through the hatred of another (unborn 
babies) is cynical and destructive to all parties.  
That is why Helen Pendley says, “Life or 
death means nothing in [an abortion] clinic. 
If you don’t respect the life of the unborn, 
how can you respect the life of the mother 
and why?  It doesn’t happen.”  Pendley is a 
former administrator of abortion clinics and 
speaks on a double documentary, “Meet the 
Abortion Providers” and “Abortion the Inside 
Story,” which is available free on YouTube.  
The documentaries feature women and men 
who once made a living by killing children, 
but who have turned around and become 
opponents of abortion.  I urge the  reader to 
view them.

Joy Davis, who directed six abortion 
clinics in Alabama and Mississippi yet 

became a pro-life activist, said that her boss, 
Dr. Tommy Tucker was so greedy, he fired his 
anesthesiologist, the registered nurses and the 
lab technician.  He trained Joy Davis to act as 
an abortionist.  “I never spent the first day in 
medical school.  I really know nothing about 
medicine, other than what I had seen other 
doctors do, but I started doing abortions.”  Ms. 
Davis, who was only trained as an ultrasound 
technician, explained that staff had watched 
the doctors put women to sleep.  “We started 
putting patients asleep ourselves, and we had 
no idea what we were doing.” 

Helen Pendley explained that it was 
she, not the abortion provider (dead baby 
provider), who prescribed the drugs, called 
in the medications, and was the one on call 
when a woman started hemorrhaging.  When 
women did call in saying they were undergo-
ing physical or emotional trouble after a 
killing, the women were curtly told that the 
problem was preexisting and was not caused 
by the prebirth infanticide.

“I cannot tell you one thing that happens 
in an abortion clinic that is not a lie,” says 
Carol Everett, who had an abortion and 
was an administrator of five abortion clinics.  
Nita Whitten, who also worked in a Dallas 
abortion holocaust clinic says, “It’s a lie when 
they tell you that they’re doing it to help the 
woman, ‘cause they’re not …. We were doing 
it to get her money.” She explained that it was 
common to bring $15,000 a day to the bank.  
Norma McCorvey, the woman called “Jane 
Roe” in the case Roe vs. Wade who was once 

pro-choice and is now pro-life, talked about 
her work in an abortion clinic.  “It was just 
a racket….[The abortionist] was just doing 
it for the money.  He didn’t care about the 
women.”  

Dina Madsen, a former abortion worker 
from Sacramento, explained that many of 
the clinic workers had had several abortions 
and had no confidence at all in the abortion-
ists they worked with, but had no trouble 
falsely reassuring their prospective clients; 
“How stupid can you get?”  Deborah Henry, 
a Michigan abortion counselor, explained that 
she and her coworkers lied about the pain 
women experience while undergoing abor-
tions, and provided no information on the 
development of the child.  

One former abortionist testified that the 
ultrasound machine, which shows pictures of 
the child, is always hidden from the pregnant 
mother, so she won’t change her mind and the 
abortionist/killer won’t be denied her money.  
But can a woman make an informed choice 
about abortion if she has not seen ultrasound 
images?

Joan Appleton, who had once been a 
member of the National Organization for 
Women and quit over the matter of prenatal 
homicide, explained how she and her cowork-
ers deliberately deceived women and minors 
in an attempt to get them pregnant again, 
so the clinic could get repeat business.  The 
pro-choice-to-kill personnel would give out 
contraceptive pills for free, but neglect to tell 
the woman that if they went on antibiotics, 

the ensuing chemical reaction would render 
the birth-control worthless.  The contracep-
tives were marketed in terms of how low the 
estrogen level was, as in a 30% failure rate, so 
the killers would know they would get repeat 
business.  (I don’t oppose contraceptives, but 
I oppose abortion employees entering schools 
to discuss it.)

Carol Everett discussed the consent 
form given to women considering abortion, 
which was six to twelve pages long.  “This 
form is written by an abortion attorney … and 
it is written to confuse the girl to death.” Ms. 
Pendley explained her contempt for the des-
perate pregnant women who came to her for 
help.  “I never saw [the women] as women.  If 
they were so stupid as to believe our lies, they 
deserved exactly what we were going to give 
them.”  Dina Madsen said, “I didn’t really have 
much sympathy for them [the women]…. 
’You got yourself into this position, you better 
tough it out.’” Joy Davis echoes this view: “Out 
of the thousands and thousands of patients 
we [saw], I couldn’t remember one name or 
face.  Because they were just a number to me, 
by how much money they paid.  Oh, that’s a 
$5,000 case….” Referring to victims of crimes 
against humanity (such as women subjected 
to prenatal homicide), as numbers rather than 
as human beings directly recalls how Nazis 
tattooed numbers onto the wrists of concen-
tration camp prisoners.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to ChrisRosty@
gmail.com.

Montco Construction Lied to 
35 Maple Avenue Residents

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Continued on page 8
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(payment in lieu of taxes) was part of the 
agreement and it had been stated that 
when the agreement was signed, payments 
of $60,000 per year, increasing by 2.5% 
annually would be remitted to the City of 
New Rochelle. What was not mentioned 
was the New Rochelle IDA requirement 
that permanent jobs are supposed to be 
created when PILOTS are given. Only 
temporary construction jobs were used 
here. The December 17, 2013 issue of the 
Legislative Gazette had an article about a 
report that questioned the effectiveness 
of business subsidies. It criticized IDA’s 
saying 72% of their projects did not meet 
job creation goals.

So it was shocking to hear James 
O’Toole say at the December 11, 2013 
meeting of the New Rochelle City Council 
that the residents of 35 Maple Avenue had 

been lied to about future rent increases. He 
said Montco had promised that 52 tenants 
in the building would see no change in 
rent unless their income changed; of 24 
Section 8 recipients, 23 would have “less 
rent.” No one would face “out of pocket 
increases” and 32 residents were at market, 
and 25 should have the same rent. Thirteen 
tenants would have $16 increases, three 
others: $3, $46 and $80 increases.

O’Toole advised that Monto V-P John 
Madeo told tenants that no one would pay 
more than 30% of their income for rent. 
This, he retorted, was a “”false statement.” 
Further, O’Toole said tenants had been 
forced to recertify their income with bank 
statements seven times. Now rents were 
going up $200-300 per month. His mother 
had an increase of $165 for the December 
rent. Every tenant is faced with large rent 
increases. But Councilman Lou Trangucci, 
specifically because of his personal 

concerns about these rent increases, con-
tinued to meet with the tenants. O’Toole 
suggested that all the Councilmembers 
should meet with the tenants there. He 
said there was going to be a meeting at the 
building and pleaded, “Council has to meet 
with the tenants.”

That meeting took place on December 
16, 2013, and was chaired by Trangucci. 
Two City of New Rochelle employees 
attended the meeting: Joan McCallion 
of the Department of Development, and 
Deborah Pritchett, the city’s Executive 
Director of Section 8. At that meeting 
comments were made divulging the state 
sets the income levels to be used for rents. 
Management cannot set rents based on 
rehabilitation costs. Trangucci asserted that 
market rate increases would understandably 
be small increases. He continued that the 
tenants could understand a small increase, 
but many tenants are being asked to pay a 

large increase. Trangucci’s position was that 
the increase should be no more than $30 
a month which he claimed Madeo had 
claimed would have been the maximum 
increase when Madeo was last asked over 
the issue, and that the rest of the increases 
should be picked up by the owners. It 
was also clearly stated that federal money 
obtained to be put into the building must 
be put in the building. Trangucci hoped the 
owners would meet with the tenants and 
reduce the rents. When called, McCallion 
told The Westchester Guardian there 
would be a meeting with Madeo and the 
Commissioner of Housing management 
on January 8, 2014. Pritchett did not return 
the phone call made to her.

There were reports a tenant meeting 
would take place with Trangucci and a 
lawyer who was a former councilmem-
ber, Richard St. Paul. St. Paul told The 
Westchester Guardian that when they meet 
with the tenants on January 6th, they will 
decide whether to proceed with the lawsuit.

Onlookers are taking a dim view 
of this unpleasant turn of events. In the 
last Westchester County Executive race 
there were reports that candidate Noam 
Bramson was given two $5,000 contribu-
tions from Montco’s owner. Will Bramson 
take an active role in this highly sensi-
tive situation where tenants may have to 
choose between paying high rent increases 
or buying essentials, such as food? The 
New Rochelle City Council approved the 
conversion of this senior building from 
nonprofit to profit status, and they should 
not turn their backs on these residents who 
moved into this building with the assump-
tion of a lower rent. It’s unfair to expect 
them at this time of their lives to have 
to get a job to pay higher rents that they 
cannot afford.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

Montco Construction Lied to 35 Maple Avenue Residents
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By Dr. Naseer Alomari
It is morally reprehen-
sible to think of a civil war 
that has claimed the lives 
of over 120,000 people 
as appealing, but this is 

exactly how thousands of young Muslim 
men view it.

The appeal of the Syrian civil war for 
foreign fighters is grounded in the fact a 
small minority of Alawites controlling the 
resources, army, and all aspects of power 
have successfully subjugated the millions 
of Sunni Muslims before the outbreak 
of the current rebellion and thereafter. 
The Alawaites, a minor offshoot of Shiite 
Islam, have positioned themselves in full 

control of Syria through their allies in 
Lebanon, Iran, and the Iraqi government. 
As the fight to topple the al-Assad regime 
seems to go wrong in all aspects, the civil 
war rages on with the influx of young 
Sunni Muslims who do not view the fight 
against the al-Assad regime in terms of 
winning or losing. The fight itself, and the 
prospect of martyrdom, combined with 
hatred of the regime and its Shiite allies 
fuel the desire to enter Syria and join the 
fight against the al-Assad regime.

Understanding the appeal of the 
Syrian war is sifficient for recognizing 
the situation in Syria is not likely to result 
in a conclusive victory for the al-Assad 
regime despite the numerous setbacks 
that the Syrian opposition fighters have 

faced, including the American/British 
declaration that non-lethal assistance was 
to cease.  The influx of foreign fighters 
is likely to increase with the realization 
that the Western powers are allowing the 
al-Assad regime to win.

Shiite fighters rushing to assist 
the al-Assad regime from Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah, Iraq, and Iran, realize the 
danger of the Shiite and Alawites in Syria, 
Iraq and Lebanon, if Syria becomes an 
Islamic State.

Therefore, young Sunni and Shiite 
fighters keep pouring into Syria each day 
as a result of their existential fear of their 
enemy.

Civil wars among Islamic sects are 
difficult to stop despite historical examples 

of lulls in violence. Both the al-Assad 
and Saddam families achieved peace in 
their respective countries through terror-
izing sectarian opponents and purging 
any opposition. Both Iraq and Syria today 
witness the attempt of embattled regimes 
to restore peace through fear to no avail.

The closest scenario to what is hap-
pening now in Syria is the influx of foreign 
fighters pouring into Afghanistan during 
the Soviet occupation in the last century.  

The more desperate the situation 
seemed for the Afghani foreign and 
domestic Mujahideen, the more foreign 
fighters poured in with the same level 
of hatred and desire to fight and die as 
seen today in Syria. Both the prospect of 
al-Assad winning or losing will result in 
more fighters going into Syria from both 
Sunni and Shiite communities.

Unlike Afghanistan, Syria is not 

fighting a foreign invader although the 
rhetoric is filled with references to the 
other as a clandestine force operating 
against the interest of the Syrian people 
and in collaboration with foreign enemies.  

It is therefore likely that Syria will 
continue to descend into more chaos since 
the brakes are never applied in this sectar-
ian conflict.  

Dr. Naseer Alomari was born and raised in 
Jordan before becoming a proud American 
citizen in 2003. Dr. Alomari’s intellectual 
contribution to current global issues is unique 
because he combines his knowledge of the 
American culture with his knowledge of the 
Arab culture, values and beliefs.  An educator 
at heart, his political commentary reflects his 
constant emphasis on sound academic analysis 
and understanding of current affairs.

The Appeal of the Syrian Civil War 
FAULT LINESLINES

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

A Jewish Earth Day
The Westchester Community for 
Humanistic Judaism will host a Tu 
B’Schvat Seder with light vegetar-
ian refreshments on Saturday, January 
18, starting at 2pm at the Community 
Unitarian Church, 468 Rosedale Avenue, 
White Plains.

Dmitry Turovsky, a resident of 
Scarsdale and president of the congregation 

explained, Tu B’Schvat as a Jewish winter 
holiday which has been gaining popularity 
in recent years as the New Year of Trees, 
and with today’s concerns over the envi-
ronment, this holiday takes on even greater 
meaning.”

Rabbi Frank Tamburello, and Dmitry 
Turovsky, are coordinating the event. 
The cost is $10 pp for non members and 

reservations must be made before January 
16. RSVP to Charlotte Klein by calling 
914-218-8535 or by directing email to: 
CharlotteKlein48@verizon.net. For 

more information visit www.wchj.org .
In ancient times this “new year” was 

connected with a tax levied on fruit trees 
in Israel. Because of its secular nature, 
the rabbis treated Tu B’Shvat, literally 
the 15th of the Hebrew winter month 
of Shvat, as a very minor holiday. Jewish 
mystics in the 1600’s linked this holiday 
with the Kabbalistic notion of the “Tree 
of Life”, and began holding seders, or cel-
ebratory meals in its honor, using wines of 
varying colors, fruits and nuts, symbolizing 
the passage of the seasons.

With the rise of environmental 
movements, Tu B’Shvat has taken on 
another dimension, and is now considered 
the “Jewish Earth Day”. Our responsibil-
ity for the earth has its roots in the Jewish 
ideas that we are partners in creation, and 
Jewish environmentalists have developed 
the concept of “eco-kosher” as a synonym 
for “environmentally and socially respon-
sible” or “green”.

mailto:CharlotteKlein48@verizon.net
http://www.wchj.org
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A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

JOY AND LOVE

St. Mary’s Annual Christmas Dinner in Katonah Brings Joy and Love to All in Attendance
By RICH MONETTI
On December 25th, 
approximately 300 less for-
tunate people from across 
Westchester sat down to 
celebrate Christmas at St. 

Mary’s School in Katonah. An annual dinner 
aspiring that no one be alone on Christmas 
with good food, drink, and dessert, accompa-
nied by an onslaught of gifts that delighted 
children and adults alike. That said, Father 
Paul Waddel didn’t single out Santa as the 
standard bearer of gifts, which has moved so 
many in this community to take part over 
the last 20-plus years.

“The dinner inspires them to imitate 
God, who gave the greatest gift of all – his 
only son, Jesus Christ,” said the Pastor.

Still, the Father did give Santa his due 
and didn’t leave any doubt as to whether 
he avoided the naughty list this year. “Yes, 
indeed,” said Father Waddel - the confi-
dence of a hopeful youngster on Christmas 
morning twinkling in his eyes.

While the Father’s standing with Santa 
could not be readily verified by Mrs. Clause, 
she necessitated Santa’s bad eating habits to 
the job description. “He’s always eating, it 
makes him jolly” said Maritza Budiuck who 
was playing the part for the second year in 
a row.

But whether the Somers resident is in 
character or not, Mr. Kringle has definitely 
rubbed off. “Giving,” said Budiuck, “gives you 
more back.”

On the other hand, Santa says the 

Misses may be a little too possessive for this 
line of work. “I’m such an attractive man,” 
said Steve Madey before suiting up as Santa 
again this year, “that she makes me so fat that 
no one else would want me.”

Molly Testwuide, in doing her duty 
as an elf again this year, downplayed any 
jealousy among the eligible females who 
surround the toymaker –in-chief. “We’re all 
in this together,” she said in alluding to the 
unity that pervades the workshop through-
out the year.

Thus, the payoff that comes at St. Mary’s 
is not to be missed, according to the college 
student back home from Boston. “You feel 
joy and love in this room,” said Testwuide. “I 
wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.”

Roanne Wilcox of Katonah reiterated 
that in the faces of children on the receiving 
end of Santa’s handiwork. “There’s no greater 
joy,” said Wilcox.

Lucy Stewart, who was not directly 
affiliated with Santa’s operation above 
the Arctic Circle, acted as the key liaison 
between the North Pole and this specific 
giving of gifts. Putting bins in area schools, 
libraries and local businesses, donations not 
up to par unfortunately made their way for 
The Island of Misfit Toys. “We run a tight 
ship,” she said, while evoking compassion for 
toys that did not make the cut.

But while elf elder statesman Jim 
Mazzola may have a chance to intercept such 
oversights before reaching their unhappy 
destination, he stayed focused on observing 
his underlings. “My job is to make sure that 

they get stuff right today,” Mazzola said.
The pressure of leadership aside, the 

reason he participates every year produced a 
gaze over the crowd and came back in the 
form of a question. “Do you really have to 
ask?” he asserted.

Nonetheless, Katonah’s Moira 
Thielking summed up Mazzola’s speech-
lessness in a word. “Community,” she said 
definitively, and being on the lookout for 
smiles keeps her coming back.

Kim Latham, in her third year of vol-
unteering, does this in part to make sure 
her own kids understand why smiles should 
never be far from their faces throughout the 
rest of the year. “They learn that we are lucky 
and have a lot to be thankful for,” she said.

In turn, motherhood suited her well 
in keeping the line for chow moving in an 
orderly fashion. “I have three kids, I can run a 
line,” joked Latham.

Seven years running this massive effort, 
Ben Harvey can stand on experience too – 
even if reaching the end has him a little out 
of breath. “I do need to exhale,” he sighed.

Still, that doesn’t diminish his joy, and 
when the annual summer kickoff rushes 
upon all the volunteers that make this 
possible, he has only one request. “Remember 
us!” he concluded.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

(L-R) Erica, Yesenia, and Josephine Animas anticipating Christmas dinner.

Some of the volunteers who comprised the 2013 the serving line.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Creedence Clearwater Revival
“Boxed Set” 6 CD’s Fantasy  www.ConcordMusicGroup.com
Three times makes charms, as this is the 
third go around (previously in 2000 and 
2001) of Fantasy issuing similar versions 
of Creedence Clearwater Revival’s “Boxed 
Set.” What makes this edition a must for 
Creedence fans are the somewhat rare pre 
CCR recordings by the Golliwogs, and 
Tommy Fogerty and the Blue Velvets. 
Though these aren’t stellar tracks, but they 
offer a glimpse of what was soon to follow. 

What followed was an incredible hit after 
hit run of AM radio mega-hits that also 
got picked up by FM radio, especially their 
longer jams that weren’t appropriate for AM 
pop stations. So after the first disc of rarities 
this “Boxed Set” sets sail for the remaining 
CD’s.

Disc two focuses on Creedence’s 
1967-1969 eras, disc three covers their 

Continued on page 10
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other output from ’69, and disc four con-
centrates on their 1970’s recordings. Disc 
five includes live and in-studio tracks from 
1970 and 1972. The final and sixth CD is 
all live performances from 1970 and 1972. 
Note: A lot of this “extra” (from discs five 
and six) isn’t vital for everyone, but collectors 
should relish the live performances because 
the music is so powerful with great jams and 
lead guitar work from John Fogerty. So if you 

take the time to checkout the live discs you 
will probably conclude that these live cuts 
are actually very essential as they portray the 
band in a slightly different light showcasing 
their creative musician chops and dynamic 
interplay.

From what I could surmise it looks 
like Fantasy actually used the same UPC 
number as its 2000 & 2001 predeces-
sor boxed sets, go figure? The detailed and 
insightful liner notes renderings are offered 

by well-known rock journalists: Ben Fong-
Torres, Robert Christgau, Ed Ward, Joel 
Selvin, Craig Werner, Alec Palao and Dave 
Marsh expertly specify CCR’s career in the 
booklet. There’s also an abundance of vintage 
photos of the legendary band. What’s also 
neat is the way the inner sleeves are divided 
into six sections (one per CD.) So when you 
lay them out in order they create a full pho-
tograph which is creative and smart.

In summary this Creedence “Boxed 
Set” is a keeper for any and all music afi-
cionados who cherish the roots of great 
American rock, rock and roll, soul, and blues 

music, that was exquisitely crafted by one 
of the USA’s all-time great bands of the 
late sixties and early seventies. Enjoy!

Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 
celebrating 13 + years on the air at WFDU 
- http://wfdu.fm, 24x7 On Demand 
Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/
show/profile/11, WFDU’s Sounds of Blue 
is the most pledged to program for 5 con-
secutive years. Senior Contributing Editor 
to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com, http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.
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Creedence Clearwater Revival
Continued from page 9

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
Anyone who reads newspa-
pers or watches television is 
well aware of the IT disaster 
that was the launching by 
the Department of Health 

and Human Services of the web site, 
HealthCare.gov to enroll US citizens in the 
health plans available under the Affordable 
Care Act (“ACA” or “ObamaCare”). All 
reports confirmed that the system could not 
handle the large traffic that came to the site 
(which had been expected) and, beyond that, it 
was “buggy.”

Republican opponents of the ACA 
itself were quick to jump into the fray, 
pointing fingers and saying loudly, over and 
over again, that this fiasco showed that the 
entire act itself is a mess and doomed to 
failure – they are wrong (I’m not writing here 
to defend or attack the ACA; once implemented, 
it will have to stand or fall on its merits)!

Democrats, on the other side, immedi-
ately jumped to the defense, saying that the 
problem was only a nit – they also are wrong 
– and that it could and would be fixed – they 
were, at least, right on that.

It seems to me from reading reports 
of the development process that led to this 
fiasco and from the comments of people 
who have been involved in the quagmire of 
IT development within the federal govern-
ment that the problems have more to do 
with an inept procurement and development 
process than anything to do with ACA.

Yesterday (December 30, 2013), 
Michelle Snyder, the chief operating 
officer of the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, who supervised 
the rollout of the system, announced her 
retirement after 41 years of government 
service. She is the second official tied to the 
implementation to resign -- in November, 
the chief information officer of the center, 

Tony Trenkle, resigned. Although the 
New York Times article on Ms. Snyder’s 
retirement, “Second Official to Leave 
After Health Site Trouble” (http://www.
nytimes.com/2013/12/31/us/politics/
official-who-oversaw-health-laws-roll-
out-is-retiring.html), quoted an agency 
official as saying “It’s her personal decision to 
retire now,” it also quoted an ex-official, who 
said “She had to go. She was responsible for the 
implementation of Obamacare. She controlled 
all the resources to get it done. She was in charge 
of information technology. She controlled person-
nel and budget.”

The Times article went on to provide 
further background – “The move comes after 
a series of congressional oversight hearings at 
which Republicans and Democrats sought to 
determine who should be held accountable for 
the health law’s disastrous rollout. At one such 
hearing on Oct. 30, Kathleen Sibelius, the sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, was 
asked who was responsible for developing the 
federal website, and she named Ms. Snyder. But 
Ms. Sebelius quickly added: “Michelle Snyder 
is not responsible for those debacles. Hold me 
accountable for the debacle. I’m responsible.” Ms. 
Snyder’s official biography states that she was 
responsible for setting up “new programs and 
activities required by the Affordable Care Act.”’

Although this IT failure is the most 
publicized, as well as most recent federal 
failure, it is far from the first. One may 
remember the story after 9/11 that the 
FBI under four different chief information 
officers in five years had been unable to link 
a number of separate databases contain-
ing information on criminals and terrorists. 
There is also the story of the satellite, planned 
to circle Mars for 10 years, that was immedi-
ately drawn into its atmosphere and burned 
up – at a cost of millions of taxpayer dollars 
all due to a programming error. These are, 
of course, only the problems that reach the 
public through the press – most problems in 
system implementations, whether in public or 

private institutions stay within the walls of 
those institutions.

All of these fiascos cost the taxpayer 
millions – a New York Magazine article, 
“How Much Did the Government Pay for 
Obamacare’s Broken Website?” (http://
nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2013/10/
how-much-did-obamacares-broken-
website-cost.html), estimates that the total 
payments to Montreal-based CGI Federal, 
the company responsible for the installa-
tion of the computing systems necessary to 
support the implementation of the ACA as 
$515 million.

As background it must be pointed out 
that large IT projects, whether government or 
private industry, have major problems. A 2012 
McKinsey & Company study, “Delivering 
large-scale IT projects on time, on budget, 
and on value” (http://www.mckinsey.
com/insights/business_technology/
delivering_large-scale_it_projects_on_
time_on_budget_and_on_value) bears 
this out, stating “Large IT efforts often cost 
much more than planned; some can put the 
whole organization in jeopardy.”

Mark McDonald, on his Gartner 
blog (http://blogs.gartner.com/
mark_mcdona ld /2012/10/29/
mckinsey-report-highlights-failure-of-
large-projects-why-it-is-better-to-be-
small-particularly-in-it/), summarized 
the findings of the well-documented study, 
writing “Large projects not only fail more often 
they deliver less. According to the McKinsey/
Oxford study, half of IT projects with budgets of 
over $15 million dollars run 45% over budget, 
are 7% behind schedule and deliver 56% less 
functionality than predicted. That means that: 
At least half the time — achieving at least 
$15 million in benefits, requires spending $59 
million.”

So big expensive projects are always in 
jeopardy, whether private or public. Now we 
add the reported difficulties that the Federal 
Government has in implementing systems 
(my comments are based on years of having 
responsibility for the implementation of large 
systems for Wall Street firms. I have not had 

experience with the ACA but have studied many 
reports on the problems inherent in government 
systems):

It has been reported that agencies 
constantly spend a great deal of money to 
“reinvent the wheel,” duplicating what is 
available on a free-or-low cost basis. This 
may be done for security reasons – or the 
often wasteful “we want to do it our own 
way” – or, as has been reported by many, 
through lack of knowledge that other 
things exist. One would think, for instance, 
that prior to bringing in a Canadian firm 
to build a web site, government IT folks 
would have spoken to Facebook, which 
supports 1,000,000,000 clients or “1on1” 
or “GoDaddy” which provide web hosting 
for thousands of clients. The hosting sites 
provide links to database systems such as 
“MySQL” (a free development system) and 
commercial systems provided by Oracle and 
IBM (“DB2”). Database systems provide 
expandability and there is a wide pool of 
experienced professionals competent in the 
development of such systems.

In all probability, an implementation 
of such size would require the use of expe-
rienced consulting firms. From reports, the 
one selected, CGI, had a poor track record 
in Canada – if true, one has to also question 
the selection process used. Additionally, the 
extensive use of sub-contractors in program 
development is usually is a pre-condition for 
disaster (it works for hardware implemen-
tations). The most difficult part of software 
development is not the computer program-
ming; it is the project management – and the 
more players in the game, the more difficult 
it is. The best staffing for a project is the 
minimum number necessary to do the pro-
gramming, adding people only as necessary 
(A wise consultant friend of mine, reporting 
on slippage in a project, was asked “can’t you 
just add more people” and responded “Some 
problems can’t be solved by that approach. 
You can’t put nine women in a room and 
have a baby in a month.”

The end-users of the system -- in 
this case, the Health and Human Services 

operational staff as well as other stakehold-
ers such as the insurance companies, citizens 
who might sign up, and other affected 
individuals are responsible for everything 
but the actual computer programming. 
The system definition must be made firm 
as soon as possible (before technical specifica-
tions are created) and “cast in concrete” as soon 
as possible. After a schedule is developed, 
NO change to the specifications should be 
accepted without considering whether it will 
impact the schedule. If it looks as though 
it may, it must be decided whether the 
change should be put off to be done “post-
implementation” or the schedule should be 
changed. According to reports, changes were 
accepted to this system in the weeks before 
the implementation date.

A System-Test Team should have been 
made up from day one of the project. This is 
a team composed of key operational people 
(and, if possible people from the insurance compa-
nies and potential insurees) that have no other 
responsibility than to insure that the system 
is functioning properly. It is these people, not 
the IT people who make the determination 
if the system can “go live.” The programmer 
is responsible for “Unit Testing” (determining 
if her or his program code does what it is supposed 
to do) and “Integration Testing” (deter-
mining if the program “links” with the other 
programs it is required to). The unit testing 
only confirms that the program does what 
the programmer thinks it is supposed to do – 
if he or she misinterpreted the specifications 
those errors will only be caught in “System 
Test,” the responsibility of the System Test 
Group. It is in this area that most errors are 
found, causing re-programming. Once the 
module or system is approved by the test 
group, it should not be modified without 
the approval of upper management and then 
must go back through the testing procedure. 
According to the Times article, this impor-
tant aspect of systems implementation was 
not followed – “In late September, Ms. Snyder 
signed an internal memo acknowledging that 
security controls for the website had not been fully 
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TECHNOLOGY – CREATIVE DISRUPTION

tested and recommending a plan to reduce 
the risks.” (Patti Unruh, a spokeswoman for 
the Medicare agency, said, according to the 
same article, “There have been no success-
ful security attacks on HealthCare.gov, and 
no person or group has maliciously accessed 
personally identifiable information.” – this is 
like saying “No need to worry about the open 
door in the airliner – no one has been sucked 
out yet.”)

Major system installations are time 
consuming and expensive. A rule of 
thumb for management is that time esti-
mates submitted by an IT staff should 
be increased by 50-to-100%. Having 
a System Test group for the length of 
a large project is expensive. It must be 
remembered, however, that corporations 
are often “betting their company” on new 
system implementations and that the 
government, in this case, is expending its 
political capital as well as taxpayer money. 
This is a prime reason why many corpo-
rations have “outsourced” its Information 

Technology work to experts in the field, 
such as IBM, EDS, and Hewlett-Packard. 
This allows the corporations to concen-
trate on their core businesses without the 
concerns of information processing.

Such outsourcing may not be prac-
tical for the federal government, both 
for security reasons and because of the 
culture but it is obvious that major 
changes are necessary in all areas – orga-
nization, staffing, procurement, systems 
development and testing. To his credit, 
President Obama seems to recognize this 
and has recently met with IT company 

senior executives including Apple CEO 
Tim Cook, Google Chairman Eric 
Schmidt, Facebook Chief Operating 
Officer Sheryl Sandberg, CEO Marissa 
Mayer and Netflix CEO Reed Hastings 
(I would like to see the service companies 
such as IBM, EDS, and HP included in 
discussions). To some this may seem like 
“locking the door after the horse is stolen” 
but it may be step one in preventing 
future disasters.

Creative Disruption is a continuing 
series examining the impact of constantly 

accelerating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more

Direct comments to johnmac13@
gmail.com. Links to other writings, 
Podcasts, & Radio Broadcasts at http://
www.johnmac13.com; hear my inter-
view of Westchester Guardian editor 
Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkra-
dio. com/rapidta lk/2013/10/13/
the-johnmac-show

Continued from page 10
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Top Foreign Policy Challenge Heading Into 2014? It’s China
By LEE H. HAMILTON  
It’s the end of the year, 
which means the tradi-
tional reveal of top 10 
lists. If there were such a 

list for foreign policy concerns facing the 
United States as we prepare to ring in 
2014, it would almost certainly be led by 
areas in which the nation’s foreign policy 
has been predominantly focused in 
recent months -- and where Secretary of 
State John Kerry has invested so much 
of his time and energies -- mainly Iran, 
Iraq, Syria and the Israeli-Palestinian 
situation.

As I have discussed in previous 
columns here at The Huffington Post, 
each of these areas is critically impor-
tant to U.S. foreign policy interests and 
concerns.

But foreign policy priority No. 1 is, 
without question, China, even if recent 
news headlines and Secretary Kerry’s 
travel itinerary might suggest other-
wise. Make no mistake: The relationship 
between the U.S. and China is the 
most important foreign policy relation-
ship in the world, and the question as 
to whether these two superpowers can 
coexist peacefully and collaboratively 
may be the supreme political challenge 
of our time.

Admittedly, it’s awfully difficult in 
the context of continual challenges in 
the Middle East to consider China as 
our nation’s top foreign policy concern, 
but the reasons for doing so are simply 

too many to ignore. China is well into 
a significant transition in leadership 
with new President Xi Jinping quickly 
consolidating power and calling for a 
comprehensive national renewal driven 
by landmark economic reforms and 
military investments.

China currently boasts the world’s 
second-largest economy, which is soon 
to become the largest in a matter of a 
few years, and the world’s largest military 
force, the People’s Liberation Army. 
Under President Xi, who took office a 
little over a year ago with the promise of 
helping more Chinese citizens achieve 
the “Chinese dream,” the country’s con-
fidence is rising as broad-based market 
reforms and anti-corruption measures 
have begun to have a positive impact.

As it strives to restore its national 
glory and greatness, though, China faces 
formidable challenges and few friends 
and allies to help the country combat 
them. Those challenges include massive 
environmental degradation, consid-
erable internal dissent and profound 
demographic changes -- including an 
aging population and substantial decline 
in young labor due to the country’s 
decades-old one-child policy -- that pose 
a serious risk to China’s future economic 
prosperity and political stability.

Here in the West, there’s been 
considerable chatter about China tran-
sitioning to a more democratic society, 
but that talk is, sadly, unlikely. True: 
The country’s leaders have embraced 
a certain amount of economic change 

and the development of social organi-
zations in civil society, and they have 
also signaled a willingness to cut the 
role of state enterprises in the economy. 
Despite all of this, though, they are 
determined to maintain the communist 
party’s monopoly on power.

Meanwhile, tensions continue to 
build between China and the U.S. over 
such important issues as a nuclear North 
Korea, which remains China’s most 
important ally, Taiwanese independence, 
human rights, cyber-attacks, data theft 
and, most recently, maritime security 
in the South China Sea, which Beijing 
contends it has sovereignty over.

Despite these and other contentious 
issues, America’s interests often align 
quite closely with those of China. Indeed, 
some eye-popping statistics reflect 
several key areas of cooperation between 
our two nations. Flights between the 
U.S. and China leave every 24 minutes. 
There are roughly 200,000 Chinese 
students studying in America and about 
26,000 American students studying in 
China. Our economies jointly account 
for one-third of the global economy. 
Together we possess one-quarter of the 
world’s population and generate one-
fifth of global trade.

These interconnections are 
extremely powerful, and our two coun-
tries would be wise to build upon them 
instead of settling for saber rattling and 
nationalist propaganda that prevent 
progress from being made on some 
very tough issues. This isn’t to say that 

we can solve all of these issues quickly. 
We may not actually solve any of them 
quickly. But recognizing areas of poten-
tial collaboration is key to successfully 
managing these points of conflict.

Equally important is engaging on 
all levels of society. Just as the ping-
pong players of the early 1970s helped 
thaw U.S.-China relations and pave the 
way for President Nixon’s historic visit 
to China, we must seek ways to work 
together on a person-to-person level 
and across common interests that span 
the military, agriculture, commerce and 
culture, education and the environment, 
and information technology, all of which 
demand constant attention.

While we do not always agree, 

neither the U.S. nor China wants a 
confrontational relationship. Simply 
agreeing to manage the relationship and 
engage with one another would repre-
sent monumental progress in preventing 
conflict and ensuring durable world 
stability.

Now on Facebook you can find 
information about our educational 
resources and programs, and you can 
share your thoughts about Congress, 
civic education, and the citizen’s role in 
representative democracy. “Like” us on 
Facebook at “Center on Congress at 
Indiana University.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the 
Center on Congress at Indiana University. 
He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.  
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Politicians Versus The Politics Industry
CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Elected government 
officials, at one point or 
another, have to govern. 
It’s their job.

But the political 
industry, represented by groups all over 
the political spectrum, is just an industry. 
Its job is to motivate its fervent support-
ers (the notorious “base”) and attract 
contributions, and then to generate 
results – or at least claim to generate 
results – so it can attract further con-
tributions. Such organizations never 
win their wars and never lose them. 
Their whole reason for being is to keep 
fighting those wars indefinitely.

Officeholders, by and large, won 
their positions with the help of the 
political machines driving their party. 
But sometimes the practical reality of 
governance runs afoul of the never-end-
ing push such groups exert.

An example surfaced earlier this 
month, after the House overwhelmingly 
passed a compromise budget measure. 
House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, 
evidently lost patience with outside 
conservative groups that opposed the 
legislation before it was unveiled. He 
said such groups “have lost all credibil-
ity” and that they are “ridiculous.”

“I came here to cut the size of gov-
ernment. That’s exactly what this bill 
does,” Boehner went on to say. He also 
said that outside groups that oppose 
any level of compromise, many of which 
support the Tea Party movement, misled 
their followers and other Republicans 

and contributed to the disastrous 
outcome of the government shutdown.

Unsurprisingly, Boehner’s remarks 
were not warmly received. The State 
Conservatives Fund emailed its sup-
porters accusing Boehner of declaring 
“war on conservatives.” Rep. Paul Ryan, 

R-Wis., earned the ire of conservative 
groups too, as the coauthor of the budget 
compromise.

Boehner and Ryan are running up 
against the simple reality that office-
holders and political interest groups may 

support one another, but they have fun-
damentally different goals. As Boehner 
points out, the new budget agreement 
actually reduces the projected deficit, if 
infinitesimally, over the next 10 years. 
That is a win, albeit a minor one.

Certainly lots of people, conservative 

and less so, would like to see the legis-
lation do more toward shrinking the 
deficit. But only those who wear the 
blinders of single-issue politics would 
want to see it do more at an unlimited 
cost, or demand that it do more during 
a time when the balance of power in 
Washington leaves nothing more to be 
done.

If some conservative groups see 
Boehner’s criticism as an attack, not all 
of them do. Steve LaTourette, a former 
congressman from Ohio and head of the 
Republican Main Street Partnership, 
expressed satisfaction that Boehner 
finally pushed back against groups 

opposed to any compromise at all. “The 
audience for what the speaker had to say 
isn’t the 25 chuckleheads who are going 
to vote ‘no,’ no matter what happens,” 
LaTourette said of Boehner’s remarks.

With 169 Republicans backing the 
Bipartisan Budget Act and 62 opposed, 
it seems as if Boehner may not be the 
only working politician growing impa-
tient with those who put ideological 
piety ahead of the ability to govern. 
That’s a terrible way to run a country, 
after all – but it is a good way to raise 
funds.

If politics is the art of the possible, 
than political organizing is the art of 
extracting every possible dollar.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has 

provided personal financial and tax 
counseling to a sophisticated client base 
since 1986. After six years with Arthur 
Andersen, where he was a senior manager 
for personal financial planning and family 
wealth planning, he founded his own firm 
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which 
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 
2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

John Boehner, Photo by and courtesy of Gage Skidmore

By HENRY J. STERN
This is a time of transition in 
New York City government. 
A twelve-year period of 
relative tranquility is ending 

and a newly elected administration is starting 
in. Ideologically, from what they say, the Bill 
deBlasio administration wants to make a 
sharp turn to the left, viewing Bloomberg 
as a creature of the old regime. Certainly 
the substantial vote by which he was elected 
gives the new mayor a popular mandate. It is 
not clear, however, exactly what that mandate 
is for. 

Is it for balancing the budget, or bor-
rowing to close the gap? Is it for reducing 
expenditures or embarking on new programs 
like all day kindergarten? Is it for stricter 
law enforcement or against some police 

practices? 
Mayor Bloomberg leaves office amid 

substantial public satisfaction with the job 
he has done over the last twelve years. The 
administration has been honest and its state-
ments generally reasonable. Every now and 
then the mayor got into trouble for saying 
something, usually true, which offended 
people, but there has been nothing which 
would get him thrown off television.

The mayor is not a particularly appealing 
public figure. He is at heart a businessman – 
an enormously successful one. He has taken 
remarkable initiatives in the field of public 
health, an area in which there is a school 
named for him at Johns Hopkins University, 
his alma matter. Out of public office, he 
plans to be a citizen of the world. Bill Gates 
and Warren Buffett are his exemplars.

His public persona is somewhat 
guarded, surely not exuberant. Very rich 
people often assume that others are only 
interested in separating them from their 
money, and often they are right. With regard 
to New York, it is the city fiscal health that the 
mayor is looking after. It requires Sisyphean 
labors to keep as much as possible from the 
labor unions, suppliers, contractors, judges 
who mandate costs on the city without any 
way to pay for them and all others who see 
the $70 billion that the city spends each year 
and want a little more of it for themselves, 
their patrons and their paymasters. 

One remarkable thing about this 
administration is that a man with no politi-
cal experience led it. This turned out to be 
beneficial since the mayor was reluctant to 
make the thousand compromises that are 

frequently required to get legislation enacted 
or a budget approved. Sometimes in the end 
he prevailed, sometimes not.

The unlimited personal resources he 
brought to the office helped him enor-
mously in getting his way on a variety of 
disputed issues. Even thought he lost on 
some big ones – congestion pricing, a west 
side stadium, stop and frisk (if the latest 
court ruling is sustained) – he was always a 
force to be reckoned with. When the council 
overrode his vetoes, which it mainly did in 
the fourth year of his third term, the mayor 
usually had right, reason and the editorial 
boards of the newspapers on his side.

There is no question that the city pros-
pered and grew during the Bloomberg years. 
The astonishing record of crime in major 
categories dropping by historic margins 
made New York a safer city and encouraged 
people to go out and use its surrounds.

The principal unsolved problem is edu-
cation. Are our children being trained to 
hold the increasingly complex jobs which 

are now required of the workforce? Despite 
the billions of additional dollars that have 
been thrown at the problem, the results 
have not been inspiring. Of course, we do 
not know how bad the situation would be if 
the mayor did not take the initiatives he did 
to improve the system. We should all know 
that money can solve certain problems, but 
not others. The best ways to promote literacy 
and numeracy in children may not yet have 
been found.

We appreciate mayor Bloomberg’s 
service, his commitment and all of the good 
things that he achieved. We hope the new 
mayor improves on the high standard Mayor 
Bloomberg has set, but it would be disingen-
uous for us not to say in the first days of the 
new team that we are concerned about what 
may lie ahead. The first question: what will 
you do about next year’s budget?

Henry J. Stern is the founder and president of 
New York Civic.

New Mayor, Same Problems
Democrats Take City Hall After 12 Bloomberg Years and Eight Under Giuliani

NEW YORK CIVIC

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/DC-Decoder/2013/1212/Cracks-in-tea-party-front-emerge-in-House-vote-on-budget-deal-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/DC-Decoder/2013/1212/Cracks-in-tea-party-front-emerge-in-House-vote-on-budget-deal-video
http://www.npr.org/blogs/itsallpolitics/2013/12/12/250555582/boehner-blisters-tea-party-groups-over-budget-deal-criticism
http://www.newsday.com/opinion/oped/mcfeatters-speaker-boehner-takes-the-gloves-off-1.6605150
http://www.newsday.com/opinion/oped/mcfeatters-speaker-boehner-takes-the-gloves-off-1.6605150
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2013/12/16/conservative-group-targets-boehner/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-politics/wp/2013/12/16/conservative-group-targets-boehner/
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Otto_von_Bismarck
http://www.flickr.com/photos/22007612@N05/6235834149/
http://NewYorkCivic.org
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252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

Continued on page 14

People Hope for a New Year, Not Just 
More for the Hyper-rich

THE BOGEN PERSPECTIVE

By BOB K. BOGEN
Despite the freeze 
around us, we have, at 
last, truly novel, truly 
warm signals from our 
top leaders intending to 

build a decent society for our nation 
and even New York City.

Both President Obama and the 
new mayor of New York have laid out 
their top priority, to build a society for 
people, not just more for the exclusive 
club of the hyper-rich that includes 
the Waltons and Koch Brothers.  
Perhaps the rest of us, the ninety-nine 
percent, or is it ninety-nine-point-
ninety-nine percent of New Yorkers 
and even of the nation no longer 
have to huddle in the cold of the 
cheap-seats in the back of our metro-
politan and national political stadium 
and watch the oligarchs on the true 
‘playing field’ continue building their 
ultimately totalitarian state.

Decades ago in publishing a 
“Citizens’ Workbook for the Federal  
Budget” I found that the terms: 
Rich, Super-Rich, even Ultra-Rich 
were inadequate.  So I came up with 
Hyper-Rich.

Until this last season of their 
overt, grotesque corruption of our 
national governmental legislative 
process with the multi-billion-dollar-
cost shutdown, the hyper-rich agents 
seemed to believe they could ‘protect 
their back’ with media no-nothings 
and barrier piles of tea bags from the 
misled and ignorant so-called Tea 
Party. 

President Obama has finally 
spoken out announcing his program 
to deal with the disastrous decades 
long march to obscene and un-sur-
vivable levels of income and wealth 
disparity.  And Bill DeBlasio, New 
York’s new mayor has quite similarly 
stated his primary objective to rebuild 
or join the ‘Two New Yorks’ of disas-
trous  income inequality.  Perhaps this 
is the bright, small light at the end of 
a long, long tunnel.  But how to move 
out of the tunnel?

One nasty, dark end of the tunnel 
is the national Republican jihad to 
force down further the poverty of 

those young, old, and other millions 
working at inflation-deflated 
minimum wages.  Bright spots are the 
current victories of great citizen strug-
gles in a few cities and states to make 
some partial recovery from inflation-
deflated minimum wage laws.  

DeBlasio will surely have to go 
much further than raising minimum 
wages in order to fund his ambition in 
building a decent New York.  It will 
take a lot of tax money.  But we are told 
that the state controls local tax levels.  
And the Governor Andrew Cuomo 
seems far more likely to promote his 
political ambitions, national and/or 
presidential, by holding down any sig-
nificant local or state-wide taxes.

In general, we have our national 
and metropolitan decline accelerated 
by the oligarchs, mostly Republican, 
in disastrous housing and banking 
bubbles, largely by banking excesses 
such as securitized mortgage bonds.  
However there is some hope if we 
can somehow revert to the more con-
structive days of the post World War 
II tax rates even under Republican 
President Eisenhower. Starting with 
the emergency of WWII we had a 
share-the-burdens-of-government 
policy with various arrangements.  It 
is hard now to even envision the fact 
that some the highest echelons of 
business actually worked at dollar-a-
year salaries. 

Still, such a dramatic change 
might not be that outrageous in view 
of the current national economic 
and budget concerns as well as the 
unimaginable ‘salaries,’ golden para-
chutes, stock options, and other 
benefits showered on a few top execu-
tives, while nearly all of the nation 
suffered.

More likely, but still difficult to 
imagine, would be significant changes 
in tax policy   Some readers may even 
recall that during the WWII years 
and into the Eisenhower years we had 
very substantial ‘Marginal Income Tax 
Rate’ for those in the highest income 
levels.  The Margin involved was 
higher that almost all, and actually 
called for a 91% rate on income over 
what might now be something like 

$500,000 a year income.  
If enough Democrats and sensible 

Republicans could get serious, they 
might at least begin the tax rate dis-
cussion at the Eisenhower ‘Marginal’ 
level of 91% and compromise down 
but hold firm at least significantly 
above the current ‘marginal rate’ close 
to 30%.

Of course, in order to gain some 
really significant measure of essential 
tax reform, it may be necessary to 
reform our current archaic, shoddy, 
and obscenely discriminating election 
practices, as discussed in a previous 
column, in order to replace grossly 
unrepresentative elected legislators.  
Our current (and formerly) Supreme 
Court has added insult to grave injury 
recently, taking major steps, as in the 
so-called Citizens United decision, to 
accelerate the decline of representa-
tive government through the idiotic 
enabling of money to substitute or act 
for voters. 

As described in earlier columns, 
Democracy Cannot Survive Private 
Money in Election Campaigns. The 
current alternative to more represen-
tative elections might include at least 
to re-brand the political party favoring 
money over citizens by calling their 
party the Royalist or Monarchist 
Party, and not continue the hoax of 
using Abraham Lincoln’s Republican 
Party name.

In major related international 
matters, it has just been announced, 
that the target of world economic 
decency stated by the World Bank is 
to achieve a reduction of poverty to 
three percent by 2030.  That seems 
a minimum level that can hardly be 
pushed lower. In a parallel matter 
current levels of unemployment 
around the world run from our 7% to 
10% in other prosperous nations, as 
well as 20%, and even much higher in 
some sectors and nations now. 

A good friend and Nobel Prize 
economist told me some years ago 
that a similar level of unemployment, 
between three and four percent, is 
probably irreducible, even for the 
United States.  He explained that 

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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By BOB MARRONE
Westchester County 
is rated as one of the 
most affluent areas in 
America, and rightly so.  
The northern regions are 

home to some of New York State’s most 
ostentatious mansions owned by many of 
America’s rich and famous.  As well, the 
Sound Shore and a few neighborhoods 
to the west, such as Bronxville, are the 
domain of many well-to-do residents.  
They pay a lot of taxes and they can 
afford it, along with the fine schools their 
money buys.  But slowly and surely, 
we are becoming a tale of two 
counties; a microcosm of the rest 
of the country really. 

On the other side of 
the economic tracks are cites 
like Yonkers, Mount Vernon, 
Peekskill, Elmsford, and parts of 
New Rochelle, the Queen City, 
itself a microcosm of the micro-
cosm.  Like the rest of America, 
these municipalities are dealing with 
crime, gangs, undocumented immi-
grants, illegal and inadequate housing, 
corruption and plain old poverty.  The 
middle class in these places is hanging 
on by a thread, straining to keep up with 
taxes driven by the demands and services 
required of the other two groups, all the 
while trying not to slip into the latter 
category.

There are no easy answers.  The bril-
liant conservative columnist George Will 
wrote this week about how the complex-
ity of big government exacerbates the 

ignorance of the voting public in that it 
is too easy to fool the people.  It was a 
thoughtful piece even if he left out how 
religion, mindless patriotism and preju-
dice make it just as easy, if not more so.  I 
would love to see a poll of those believing 
the earth is only 6000 years old, or that 
Obama is not a citizen broken down by 
conservative or liberal voters.  Anyway, I 
digress.

A recent article in Foreign Affairs 
magazine noted that 
salaries for the 
top one 

percent 
of house-
holds soared f r o m 
$350,000 in 1979 to $1.3 million in 
2007.  For the bottom 60 percent, the 
rise was from $30,000 to $37,000.

There are lots of complex reasons 
for this.  The magazine mentioned the 

changes in the global economy, and the 
increased competition

brought on by it.  But, for me, the 
biggest change was brought about by a 
subtle, yet progressive, alteration in the 
way businesses are evaluated for success, 
and the lessening of social conscience 
that progressed along with it.

I was more than a decade into my 
Wall Street career when “shareholder 
value” became more important than profit 
or solid financial growth.  This mentality 
morphed into an ideal that allowed cor-
p o r a t e boards to look 

away from 
t h e 

social 
and 

moral 
aspects of 

running their businesses 
by insisting that any formula which 

increased stock price was right and 
just, since the very purpose of being in 
business was to make money for share-
holders.  It gave them, if not the moral 
high ground…for what can be more 
American than making money for your 
owners…a rational explanation for their 

behavior which was almost solely based 
on reaching a quarterly goal and pleasing 
the analysts of Wall Street.  Like war 
justifies collateral damage, they had their 
own declaration freeing them to lay off 
workers even if just to make a forecast, 
eliminate pension plans to further burnish 
the bottom line,  cut and/or charge for 
health care to still further feather the cor-
porate nest; and begin a process of hiring 
temporary workers called “consultants” to 

save on benefits and avoid regulation. 
For the most part, these things 

were done simply to maximize profit 
and enhance stock price.  To be fair, 
a businessperson has an obligation to 
make as much money for stockholders 
as it can.  More to the point, during 
hard times a responsible executive may, 
indeed must, take some or all of the steps 
mentioned above.  But the system that 

LE G A L  N O t I C E s
FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
...........................................................................................
In the Matter of               
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE
               ANASTASIA VELEZ
(d.o.b 09/19/2013),  

A Child under the Age of Eighteen Years, Docket No.:  NN-15378-13

        
                                                                                       

FU No:  135,788
JULISSA VELEZ,
                                            Respondent.
..........................................................................................
IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO: JULISSA VELEZ
 c/o I. Serrano
 191 Saratoga Ave.
 Yonkers, NY 

         A Petition having been filed in this Court alleging that the above-named child in the 
care of the Westchester County Department of Social Services is a neglected child. 

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor Annex, White Plains, New York, on the 24th day of JANU-
ARY, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. in the forenoon of said day, to answer to the Neglect Petition.

 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by 
a lawyer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to 
have a lawyer assigned by the Court.

         

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and 
place noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law, and 
a warrant may be issued for your arrest.   

Dated: White Plains, New York
December 19, 2013

 
 

BY ORDER OF THE COURT:
_____________/s/____________

 
 

OPINION

Pandora’s Box is Stuck Open
The Widening Gap Between the Rich and the Rest of Us

there will always be folks changing jobs 
and other various problems that very 
likely cannot be eliminated to produce a 
smaller proportion of unemployed. Surely 

our nation will have to take actions that 
will lead to both such national and inter-
national targets.  Certainly an essential 
element of that effort here and for the 
world is a truly progressive income tax 
structure.

Tea Party folks and some other 
No Nothing types actually rail against 
any progressive taxation and still use 
the canard of a Flat Tax or other such 
19th Century encouragement of robber 
barons a full century ago. Our country 

decided one-hundred years ago that sub-
stantially ‘progressive’, that is ascending 
tax rates, are essential to a nation dedi-
cated to representative government.  

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive long-
range facilities planning director for the 
New York Metropolitan Regional Planning 
Commission; as planning director for the 

New England Regional Commission; as a 
major United Nations official in Pakistan; 
Board Chairman of the Communications 
Coordinating Committee for the United 
Nations; and Principal Representative of 
Architects / Designers / Planners for Social 
Responsibility to the United Nations.

OpEdSection

People Hope for a New Year, Not Just More for the Hyper-rich
Continued from page 13
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Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Notice of Formation of 578 East Fordham LLC. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 9/4/2013. Of-
fice Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to William Fleming, 16 Bronx 
St, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

Notice of Formation of R. Maffei Enterprises 
LLC. Articles Of Organization filed with NY 
Secretary of State on June 20, 2013. Office 
Location: 340 Central Ave., White Plains, NY 
10606, County of Westchester. NY Secretary 
of State designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. NY 
Secretary of State shall mail process to: 84 
Highview Avenue, Nanuet, NY 10954. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: NARVEN Co, 
LLC Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
09/23/13 Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 233 Hessian Hills Road, Croton on 
Hudson, New York 10520, principal business 
location of the LLC. Purpose: wholesale phar-
maceutical sales.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Psychiatric NP 
Therapeutics, PLLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/24/13. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy of process against 
PLLC to principal business address: 481 Main 
St., Ste. 303A, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Pur-
pose:  Any lawful activity. 

LE G A L  N O t I C E s
(FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 12/09/2013) 
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 23

SUPREME  COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY  OF WESTCHESTER

PennyMac Corp.  Index No. 54306/2013

 Plaintiff,

-against-

Sybil Gordon, Executrix and specific devisee under The Last 
Will & Testament of Rochelle Gordon, George Anthony Tyrrell, 
specific devisee under The Last Will & Testament of Rochelle 
Gordon, and Stephen Peter Gordon, specific devisee under 
The Last Will & Testament of Rochelle Gordon, if living and if 
any be dead, any and all persons who are spouses, widows, 
grantees, mortgagees, lienor, heirs, devisees, distributees, or 
successors in interest of such of the above as may be dead, 
and their spouses, heirs, devisees, distributees and succes-
sors  in interest, all of whom and whose names and places of 
residences are unknown to Plaintiff,  Sidney Thomas Gordon, 
specific devisee under The Last Will & Testament  of Rochelle 
Gordon,  Pacific Security LLC, Security Pacific Financial 
Services, Inc., Household Finance Realty Corporation of New 
York, New York State Department of Taxation and Finance, 
United States of America

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your Answer 
or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on the attorneys for 
the plaintiff within twenty (20) days after service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 
thirty (30) days after service is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State 
of New York).  In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure up to $121,000.00 and 
interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County of WESTCHESTER on September 21, 1988, in Liber 
12604, Page 59, covering premises known as 127 South 12th Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 10550.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above 
to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

NOTICE: YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serving  a copy of the answer on the attorney for 
the Mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and  filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment may be entered  and you can lose your  home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your  case is pending for further information on how to 
answer  the Summons  and protect your  property.

Sending a payment to your Mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY  OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE  PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE  COURT.

Dated: Williamsville, New York  October 22, 2013
/signed/
By: Stephen J. Wallace, Esq. Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, Weisman & Gordon, LLP Attorneys for Plaintiff
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706 (631) 969-3100
Our File No.:01-057505-FOO

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
Plaintiff designates Westchester 
County as the place of trial. 
Venue is based upon the County 
in which the Mortgage premises 
IS situated.

INDEX NO. 54306}2013 
RECEIVED NYSCEF: 12/09/2013

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

OPINION

Pandora’s Box is Stuck Open
has now become the norm is increas-
ing poverty and killing the middle class; 
and it is probably too late to find a more 
rational way.  There is no going back.  We 
have opened Pandora’s Box.  I doubt we 
will ever hear a corporate CEO say that 
their company will now make just a little 
less money, say $7.5 billion, Instead of 

$8 billion, so that employees can have 
healthcare and retirement.

To be fair, again, maybe to go back to 
a more socially responsible would violate 
our belief in a market economy and the 
resultant dedication to stockholders?  But 
if so, then the other side of the market 
needs to speak.  We need more Jimmy 
Hoffa’s less the corruption; and unions 

that are as unreasonable as their counter-
parts.   No, I don’t want the excesses of our 
municipal unions who were in a position 
to buy off the least trustworthy members 
of our society.  But what Martin Luther 
King often said was right: You never get 
what you deserve because you ask for it.  
You have to demand it. 

Look out Westchester, the streets are 
beginning to boil.

Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer.

Continued from page 14
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W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928Celebrate The Holidays at Ciao! 
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com

The Westchester Community for 
HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

INVITES YOU TO A HUMANISTIC 
JEWISH  

TU B’SHVAT 
EARTH DAY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2 PM
Community Unitarian Church-468 Rosedale Avenue, WP

LIGHT VEGETARIAN REFRESHMENTS 
A NATURE THEMED SERVICE BY RABBI TAMBURELLO 

A HUMANIST KIDDUSH 
SHARED READINGS 

MUSIC
COST- NON MEMBERS  $10 pp

Make checks payable to WCHJ
to I. Kleiman, 165 West End Ave,apt.12D  New York 10023

Please RSVP before 1/16 charlotteklein48@verizon.net-914-218-8535
For more information see website www.wchj.org

mailto:charlotteklein48@verizon.net
mailto:charlotteklein48@verizon.net-914-218-8535
http://www.wchj.org
http://www.ciaoeastchester.com

