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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Hudson Valley 

Surgical Group
777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

914.631.3660  |  HudsonValleySurgeons.com

©
2

0
1

3
 H

u
d

s
o

n
 V

a
lle

y
 S

u
rg

ic
a

l G
ro

u
p

 |
 A

ll R
ig

h
ts

 R
e

s
e

r
v
e

d
.

Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD

Castle Connolly’s Top Doctor™ in America

“With over 4,000 minimally 
invasive hernia surgeries, 
Dr. Lau was my only choice.”

Hudson Valley Surgical Group are the experts in 

minimally invasive surgical

quality-of-life approach to 
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By MARY C. MARVIN
As the Trustees and I for-
mulate a Capital Budget 
for the next fiscal year, it 
never ceases to amaze me 
how wide the cost differ-

ential is between specialized commercial 
grade equipment and what we purchase 
for personal use.

As example, a basic car for use by 
the Police Department costs a “normal” 
$27,000. However, to make it a func-
tioning patrol car, $13,000 worth of 
equipment must be added including 
emergency lights, striping, sirens and 
license plate readers. The one bright light 
bar on the top of a police car costs $4,000 
alone.

The officer who will then drive the 
car is wearing $3,800 in required gear and 
clothing. His or her handgun costs $500 
with an aggregate cost of $20,000 to outfit 
the entire department. A Kevlar vest costs 
$900 and contrary to popular belief, it is 
not indestructible. Effectiveness is lost 
after approximately five years due to the 
breakdown in fiber caused by changes in 
heat and cold, perspiration and repeated 
bending to wear.

Though a seeming look alike, a police 
radio is very different from a conventional 
walkie-talkie. Costing $900 each, police 
radios have 16 frequencies connecting 
to different emergency departments, and 
similar to a Kevlar vest, only have a five-
year plus life.

The recently purchased tasers, at 
$1,200 each, give our department a 
weapon on the gradient from physically 
restraining and handcuffing to the use of 
a firearm.

The above numbers do not reflect 
the high maintenance costs to keep 
the equipment operable as well as the 
training associated to ensure our officers 
are proficient in using the specialized 
equipment.

After the officer and the police car 
are properly outfitted, we must then 
account for the cost of operating the 
vehicles. On average, an officer will drive 
35 miles around the Village during an 
eight-hour tour. Factoring in three tours 
every 24 hours times two cars patrolling 
on each tour, our officers drive an aggre-
gate of 210 miles per day, thus adding gas 
and maintenance as significant costs.

Even an officer’s trousers and shoes 
must be more heavy duty than the norm 
and shirts and jackets require specialized 
insignia and patches.

Since everything has a finite life, 
we are almost yearly purchasing some-
thing in each category. We look for the 
most cost advantageous pricing and our 
sources vary. Some years it is more eco-
nomical to purchase items through a 
State bid program while at other times, 
goods are cheaper on the open market 
through a competitive bidding process.

Similar to the Police Department, 
our Public Works Department requires 
the constant purchasing of specialized 
equipment with purchase prices even 
higher than patrol needs.

As example, a new garbage truck 
costs $180,000 and has a life cycle of 12 
to 15 years. Since we do not have a mod-
ernized maintenance facility, all of our 
trucks are stored outside, further decreas-
ing their useful life. The newest trucks are 
used for garbage pick-up as this is the 
most intensive use, and as they age, they 

are put to secondary use for recycling or 
yard waste pick up.

Since we are such a small village, 
we do not have a fleet of trucks so every 
piece of equipment must be configured 
for multiple uses. The multi-purpose 
function saves in the long run but costs at 
the outset are higher.

The same is true for the salt trucks. 
At a cost of $145,000, they must also 
serve as sanders and leaf pick up vehicles 
with the capacity to tow a vacuum.

Using a snow storm as illustration, 
before a salt truck hits the road, the salt 
must be purchased and stored at the cost 
of $52 per ton with an approximate usage 
of 800 tons per season; a $125,000 loader 
must fill the truck and all vehicles must 
be staffed. If the storm occurs beyond 
normal working hours, our labor costs 
increase to time and a half to double 
time depending on the circumstances. 
In addition, the EPA now requires an 
expensive gasoline additive to reduce 
carbon emissions and if it appears ice 
is also likely, calcium chloride, a liquid 
de-icer, must first be applied to street 

surfaces.
Since all the Department of Public 

Works vehicles contain specialized 
equipment including salt and sand cali-
brators, the maintenance costs are not 
insignificant.

We collaborate with our Town 
neighbors in Tuckahoe and Eastchester 
to joint purchase, but it is only realistic 
for certain equipment. As illustration, 
buying one sewer vacuum make sense 
as each community does not need one 
24/7 versus when a snowstorm occurs, 
everyone needs snow equipment at the 
same time. We do endeavor to purchase 
materials with our neighbors to benefit 
from volume discounts.

Street sweepers at $180,000 per and 
bucket trucks at $140,000 are high cost 
and high maintenance. Even the seem-
ingly innocuous accoutrements have a 
decent price tag. I am often asked to add 
trash cans throughout the Village, two 
here, two there. However, since they have 
to be of a durable commercial grade, their 
cost is $700 per receptacle. The replace-
ment of a street tree due to disease or 

storm damage averages $350 per plant.
The Village’s biggest constraint is the 

lack of indoor storage for vehicles, parts 
and inventory so even the smallest items 
are purchased on a need basis.

The Capital Budget process, which 
is currently underway, is a very thorough 
and diligent vetting of needs. Each 
department head meets with the Village 
Administrator and Village Treasurer to 
prioritize a list of capital requirements 
with their attendant costs. After the lists 
are refined, department heads meet with 
the Trustees to defend their decisions 
and prioritize or triage when necessary 
as finances dictate. The process takes 
approximately three months and on 
average $1.3 million is spent yearly to 
maintain the equipment and infrastruc-
ture needed to run the Village.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville, New York. If you have a sug-
gestion or comment, consider directing your 
perspective by directing email to mayor@
vobny.com.

Maintaining Equipment and Infrastructure Needs to Run the Village
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2011/05/mayor-marvins-column-by-mary-c-marvin.html
mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
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By LUKE HAMILTON
In a sad turn of events, 
former-Congressman 
Anthony Weiner and 
his wife are reportedly 
looking to down-size their 

living arrangements. They are planning 
to leave their $12,000/month Park Ave. 
apartment and have recently viewed a 
more frugal living space. According to 
The Washington Times, the new apart-
ment they are considering rents for a 
mere $8,000/month. Weiner is rumored 
to make between $300,000 and $400,000 
annually, as a “political consultant”, while 
she earns around $150,000. This is truly 
a sad turn of events for Anthony and 
Huma; one can only imagine the humili-
ation of having to scrape by on half a 
million dollars annually.

If this country had its collective head 
screwed on straight, Weiner would be 
searching for a more spacious refrigera-
tor box to move into, broke and destitute 
after his repeated betrayal of the public 
trust. But if common sense and integ-
rity ruled the roost, men (using the term 
loosely) like Weiner would be shoveling 

dung for the circus just to make ends 
meet. Instead, he somehow retains a 
shred of relevance and financial viability.

Something which is lost in America 
today is the phenomenon of discomfort. 
It was once clearly understood that dis-
comfort provides a valuable service in an 
economy. In one of Benjamin Franklin’s 
finest quotes he said, “I am for doing 
good to the poor, but... I think the best 
way of doing good to the poor is not in 
making them easy in poverty, but leading 
or driving them out of it. I observed... that 
the more public provisions were made for 
the poor, the less they provided for them-
selves, and of course became poorer. And, 
on the contrary, the less was done for 
them, the more they did for themselves, 
and became richer.” Franklin understood 
the motivational power discomfort has 
on the poor. If poverty causes discomfort, 
then a poor man is more likely to take 
actions which move him out of poverty 
and the discomfort associated with it. But 
if a poor man is insulated from the dis-
comfort of poverty, what incentive does 
he have to strive for prosperity?

As a society, America has become 

increasingly wealthy. Thanks to the free-
market capitalist foundation provided 
by our founders, America has created 
more wealth than anyone imagined was 
possible. Consequently, Americans have 
become inured to the experience of 
deprivation, preferring instead the idola-
trous bosom of Comfort. This sea change 
was first codified in FDR’s attempt to 
create a 2nd Bill of Rights, in which he 
attempted to calcify specific social privi-
leges as “rights”, equivalent to the rights 
listed in our original Bill of Rights. 
These new “rights” included housing, 
employment, freedom from unfair com-
petition, medical care, education, and 
social security. In the years following 
FDR’s failed push to officially codify 
these socialist planks, Progressives haven’t 
given up; preferring instead to force them 
on us via monolithic congressional bills 
in the form of Social Security, socialized 
education, and Obamacare.

Like many economic truths, the 
doctrine of discomfort also has applica-
tion in the social/moral realm. In many 
ways, Americans have not eradicated 
poverty as much as we have translated 

our economic poverty into moral poverty. 
Benefitting from the most powerful 
economic engine of success and innova-
tion in history, our society has been able 
to effectively stifle economic poverty, as it 
has been traditionally defined through-
out the history of the world until now. 
The creature comforts of our society have 
trickled down to even the lowest classes 
of our society, as the Heritage Foundation 
described a few years ago in their explo-
sive analysis of “poor” American 
households. By analyzing households 
which had been labeled “poor” by the 
US Census bureau, Heritage found that 
80% of them had air conditioning, 75% 
had a car or truck, 66% had cable or sat-
ellite television, and 33% of them had 
a wide-screen plasma/LED television. 
Clearly the War on Poverty is making 
startling strides toward the utopian goal 
of eliminating economic poverty, but this 
has seemingly come at the cost of our 
integrity.

And what about our integrity, as 
a whole? Unexplainable phenomenon 
like Anthony Weiner’s continued viabil-
ity demonstrate that our poverty is now 
moral instead of economic and we are 
beginning to insulate those who are 
morally bankrupt from the discomfort 
traditionally distributed by the market 

forces of society. Just as the protection 
from economic discomfort has produced 
generations which manufacture discom-
fort while surrounded by unprecedented 
provision, those we protect from social 
discomfort will spawn a new griev-
ance industry which will create protests 
and complaints which are baseless and 
unfounded. Economic and social dis-
comfort is vital to the health of a society, 
functioning just as the nerves of our 
bodies protect our physical health from 
harm. If we seek to eradicate discomfort 
from our nation in the hopes of achiev-
ing a progressive utopia, we do so at our 
own peril.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-
wing, Christian constitutionalist. When 
not penning columns for ClashDaily.
com, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands of 
liberty-starved citizens from the progres-
sive gulags of Illinois to [relative] freedom. 
Hamilton is the creative mind/voice behind 
Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding pro-
duction company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his weakness.

The Motivational Doctrine of Discomfort
DOGMA

WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

By EVAN LEVINE,  
MD FACC
Within a few days a 
patient with previously 
stable heart failure was 
lying in an Intensive 

Care Unit (ICU) clinging to life with 
severe congestive heart failure (CHF) 
and acute renal failure. He was a good 
patient, always took his medication on 
time and stayed away from salty foods, 
and he listened to his doctors and took 
what they prescribed him.

It was his misfortune that he was so 
obedient to his doctor’s orders. A week 
before he had visited a pain specialist, a 
field that is more and more being infil-
trated by physicians looking to make easy 
money by performing procedures and 
tests that result in huge profits and little 
improvement in the patient’s pain.

There he was prescribed a drug, 
Vimovo, a combination of Naproxen 

and esomeprazole (a Prilosec-like medi-
cation) that is marketed by Horizon 
Pharmaceuticals. Sadly, a 60 day supply 
of Vimovo retails for around $137 at 
Costco while a similar dose of generic 
Naproxen could be purchased for $10 at 
the same store. More on that part of the 
story in a future article.

A few months earlier I cared for 
another patient was also in heart failure 
after a podiatrist suggested he take some 
Advil for his painful toe. While the over-
the-counter version of this drug only 
costs pennies, it was of the same non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory drug class 
(NSAID) and had the same effect. It 
diminished the blood flow to the kidneys 
and eventually caused the patient to swell 
with fluids, the blood pressure to rise, and 
the kidneys to work less effectively.

NSAIDs, available to anyone at their 
local pharmacy and under the names like 
Motrin, Advil, and Alleve, are very unsafe 
drugs when patients with heart failure, 

kidney disease, or hypertension take 
them. The Federal Drug Administration 
(FDA) is NOT doing a good enough job 
warning patients about the risk of these 
drugs. Some doctors, like this specialist 
in pain management seem naïve to the 
risk or, as I suspect, are too concerned 
with assembly line medicine to ask their 
patient if they have a heart disease, are 
prescribing medications that appear 
innocuous, but are very harmful. And 
other healthcare providers that include 
dentists, podiatrists, and orthopedists 
seem to be less knowledgeable about 
how harmful these medications can be, if 
given to the wrong patient.

Patients with controlled hyperten-
sion who are given an NSAID may find 
their blood pressure out of control and 
in their local Emergency Room with a 
headache or stroke. And patients with 
coronary disease might be increasing 
their risk of heart attack by just taking 
one Advil.

To be fair to manufacturers of 
NSAIDs, like Horizon Pharmaceuticals, 
and the FDA, there are warnings on its 
packaging insert:

Like all medications that contain 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
(NSAIDs), VIMOVO may increase the 
chance of a heart attack or stroke that can 
lead to death.

This increases with a longer use of 
NSAID medicines in people who have 
heart disease

NSAID containing medications, 
such as VIMOVO, should never be used 
before or after a type of heart surgery 
called coronary artery bypass graft 
(CABG)

As with all medications that contain 
NSAIDs, VIMOVO may increase 
the chance of stomach and intestinal 
problems, such as bleeding or an ulcer, 
which can occur without warning and 
may cause death

Elderly patients are at greater risk for 
serious gastrointestinal events

But few patients read the package 
insert, especially when a physician tells 
them to take the drug. And too many 
physicians don’t take the two-seconds to 
ask: “ Do you have heart disease?”

Twenty-years ago I would never 

consider writing this, being indoctrinated 
through my training about the horrors 
and inappropriateness of malpractice 
lawsuits, but if physicians are handing 
out deadly drugs to patients, and if some 
of those patients are getting very sick 
because of it, then we need to find a way 
to prevent this. Unfortunately I continue 
to witness patients with CHF and 
renal disease prescribed NSAIDs and 
it appears that our FDA is not policing 
big Pharma or enough physicians to stop 
this. Perhaps a few multi-million dollar 
lawsuits that make the tabloids might be 
our only deterrent.

Dr. Evan S. Levine, M.D., F.A.C.C. (Fellow 
of the American College of Cardiology) is 
director of The Saint Joseph Cardiovascular 
Center and a Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Medicine at Montefiore Medical Center 
– Albert Einstein College of Medicine. He 
is also the author of the book “What Your 
Doctor Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You”. He resides 
in Connecticut with his wife, two daughters, 
and two cats, and can be reached by directing 
e-mail to vanlev@aol.com.

Heart Disease, Bad Docs, and NSAIDs
A Recipe for Disaster

http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2011/09/understanding-poverty-in-the-united-states-surprising-facts-about-americas-poor
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2011/09/understanding-poverty-in-the-united-states-surprising-facts-about-americas-poor
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2011/09/understanding-poverty-in-the-united-states-surprising-facts-about-americas-poor
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.PillarCloudProductions.com
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Doctor-Wont-Cant/dp/0399151508%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0399151508
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Doctor-Wont-Cant/dp/0399151508%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0399151508
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Theirs was an unbreakable bond. Throughout his life, when Jim needed health guidance, he turned to the captain of
his ship — his primary care physician. When he thought it was the flu that just wouldn’t go away, his doctor diagnosed
Lyme Disease and cured him with antibiotics. When his cholesterol level reached new heights — and his body weight,
too — his doctor taught him the importance of eating a healthy diet. And knowing Jim’s family history of heart
disease, his doctor helped him keep his blood pressure under control. Year after year, Jim’s primary care physician
kept him healthy and cured his aches and illnesses — with check-ups, immunizations and personalized treatments.

Find your partner in healthcare among the top-notch primary care physicians
at www.phlepshospital.org/pcp or call 1 888 888-2311

Get better. Here.

the legend of the

UNBREAKABLE BOND

CommunitySection
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
With all the crazy cold 
and snowy weather of late, 
the local schools have had 
days off, early dismiss-
als, late openings, and the 

announcement activation systems have 
gone wild. They contact our home phone, 
cell phone, text, email, radio and TV. 
Now, we even receive announcements 
that there might be an announcement… 
despite all the calls we did finish this 
week’s “delay free” edition of “News & 
Notes.”

The Vietnam Veterans of America 
has scheduled a Westchester pickup 
on February 4th… they are looking for 
clothing, shoes, bedding items, draperies, 
toys and small appliances, please call 800-
775-8397 for more information.

Congratulations and good luck to 
Mohegan Lake’s Jennifer Czarniecki as 

she was recently named Mrs. Westchester 
by the Mrs. New York America Pageant 
and will be heading to Rochester in 
October to vie for the Mrs. New York 
State title.

Teatown Lake Reservation in 
Ossining is holding their 10th Annual 
Hudson River EagleFest on February 
8th, as they celebrate the return of the 
eagles to the lower Hudson Valley.

Here’s an event that will remind you 
that spring and summer will someday 
be here, the annual Golf Show will once 
again be held at the Westchester County 
Center in White Plains on March 8 and 
9. Fore!

Pace University in Pleasantville 
has announced the hiring of Andrew 
Rondeau as their new head football 
coach... good luck coach!

The Greenburgh Nature Center’s 
February Vacation Nature Camp takes 

place Feb. 17-20. The wildlife experts 
will lead children on a series of informa-
tive activities designed to stimulate and 
educate the young campers on topics 
involving wildlife and the natural world.

Ladies are you looking for add a 
little sparkle to your Friday night? …
on Friday evening, January 31st, the 
Katonah Art Museum is having a Ladies 
Night where you are invited to create 
a portrait of yourself, a friend, or even 
your family pet with sparkly stones and 
sequins inspired by Vik Muniz’s portrait, 
“Marilyn Monroe,” made from pictures 
of diamonds, from the current exhibition, 
“Eye to I… 3,000 Years of Portraits.” The 
cost is $20 members, $25 non-members, 
inclusive of project materials and com-
plimentary wine. Advance registration is 
recommended. Accomplish registration 
by calling 914-232-9555, ext. 0.

Teens and tweens – come make 

and decorate candy at The Field Library 
in Peekskill; perfect to give to your 
Valentine or enjoy as a special treat… all 
supplies included free of charge.

Christina Dochtermann will 
co-host a community education session: 
“Concussions and the Youth Athlete,” 
on Feb. 27th at 7pm at Northern 
Westchester Hospital. This presentation, 
part of the hospital’s ongoing speaker 
series, will focus on sports and recre-
ation-related brain injuries, specifically 
concussions, among children and ado-
lescents. Parents, coaches and athletic 
trainers are all encouraged to attend.

One of my favorite events growing up 
was catching the Harlem Globetrotters in 
action, the fun troupe hits the hardwood 
at the Westchester County Center in 
White Plains on February 11th, I still 
wonder how they keep the ball spinning 
on their fingers for so long…

As we now face the depths of 
winter, when all of us are scrambling to 
stay warm, many in our area are quietly 

struggling to equip their families for the 
harsh cold with the basic items they need 
to protect themselves. Consider donating 
to the Community Center of Northern 
Westchester in Katonah any gently-used 
winter coats, blankets and boots you can 
spare, to help ease the burden for families 
in Northern Westchester who need to 
stay warm.

We would like to welcome the 
Katonah Museum of Art’s new Executive 
Director Darsie Alexander to northern 
Westchester. Wait until she sees some of 
my paintings and sketches…

Since Ground Hog’s Day and the 
Super Bowl are both on Feb. 2nd this 
year, maybe Punxsutawney Phil should 
head out early and let us know what kind 
of weather to expect for the big game 
being held just around the corner at the 
MetLife Stadium in New Jersey… see 
you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

Family Secrets
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
Sex, politics and 
religion have always 
been critical taboos 
especially in Egyptian 

cinema and broadly in our Egyptian 
society. Particularly after the January 
25th Revolution of 2011, the barriers of 
creating narratives and documentaries 
about our local political situation were 
somehow diminished. On the other 
hand, the two remaining taboos, sex and 
religion, continue to challenge Egyptian 
filmmakers to tackle these topics and 
coyly pushing Egyptian censors to permit 
the subject for the screen. Recently, and 
after many appeals from its filmmakers, 
an Egyptian movie called “Family Secrets”, 
tackling homosexuality as its main 
subject, was for the first time granted a 
pass from the Grievance Committee of 
the Egyptian Censorship.

As revealed in the 1995 US docu-
mentary The Celluloid Closet, depicting 
homosexuality has been hidden and 

implied in certain Western films during 
specific periods of time as seen in classics 
like Alfred Hitchcock’s Rope (1948), 
Pillow Talk (1959), Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid (1969), and Thunderbolt 
and Lightfoot (1974) to name a few. In 
Egyptian cinema, the examples were 
fewer and rarely noticed. Sometimes, 
the depiction came in a comic way, 
such as when a comedian like Ismael 
Yasseen used cross-dressing in films like 
al-Anessa Hanafi (Miss Hanafi, 1954). 
In few dramatic films, gays were never 
central characters and actors reluctantly 
accepted to play such roles. In the film 
adaptation of Egyptian Nobel Prize 
winner Naguib Mahfouz’s al-Medaq 
Alley (1963), Mohamed Redda played 
the role of el-Maalem Kersha, a macho 
man who is revealed to have interest in 
young men visiting his coffe shop. In 
Salah Abou-Seif ’s Hamam al-Malatili 
(The Bathhouse of Malatily, 1973), 
Youssef Shaaban played Raaouf who 
tried to make some advances toward the 
naïve Ahmed, played by Wagdi al-Arabi. 
Qettah Ala Nar (Cat on Fire, 1977) which 
was based on Tennessee Williams’s Cat 

on a Hot Tin Roof, Nour el-Sherif played 
Amin who neglects his wife until a rumor 
suggests he engaged in a relationship 
with another man. In Deil al-Samaka 
(Fishtale, 2003), Raouf Mostafa played an 
old and lonely homosexual who is turned 
down by electricity meter man Ahmed, 

played by Amr Waked. A few years ago, 
Khaled al-Sawi played gay journalist 
Hatem Rachid in The Yacoubian Building 
(2006) but his character was transformed 
into a villain in this film adaptation of the 
original novel.

Except for his screenwriting debut 

of Ard al-Ahlam (Land of Dream) in 
1993, all of the films written by Egyptian 
writer-director Hani Fawzi faced a 
handful of obstacles while being certified 
by the censors. First, Film Hindi (Indian 
Film, 2003) and Baheb el-Sima (I Love 

Continued on page 6
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Cinema, 2004) both refuted the tradi-
tional and commercial Egyptian genres 
by creating discourse and discussion with 

respect Copts and Muslims in Egypt. 
Strangely enough, before the release 
of his newest film Asrar Aelia (Family 
Secrets, 2014), Fawzi again became 
a victim of what he discussed in his 
screenplay of the 2009 drama Belalwan 
el-Tabeia (True Colors) that showed the 

conflict between studying or creating arts 
under religious traditions in Egypt. In 
fact, “Family Secrets”, which is based on 
true stories, discusses the problem of a 
young teen played by Mohamed Mahran 
who feels he is more attracted to men. 
With a father travelling outside of Egypt 

most of the time and a mother occupied 
in cooking and cleaning the house, 
the protagonist tries to encounter men 
through the Internet until he decides to 
seek medical help. Before its release last 
January, “Family Secrets” faced problems 
with the censorship, although the script 
was earlier approved to be shot. Fawzi, 
who decided to direct the film, said the 
censors are always shocked when they see 
an Egyptian film reflecting the realities 
we live as censors believe there should 
be a thick line between fictionalized 
accounts and daily life.

The making of “Family Secrets” began 
when Hani Fawzi met Mohamed Abdel-
Kader, the screenwriter of the film, while 
teaching a writing workshop at the Jesuit 
Cinema School of Cairo. Abdel-Kader, 
who originally studied agriculture, came 
to learn the principles of screenwriting 
there, later visited Fawzi to show him 
the draft of his first script that he called 
“Family Secrets”. “We started to work on 
the script together for eight months until 
it was finished”, recalled Fawzi. “I then 
went to present it to many Egyptian 
producers who rejected it because of its 
subject. Finally a friend of mine, who orig-
inally wanted to co-finance True Colors, 
decided to come onboard and produce 
“Family Secrets”. Of course, I explained 
to him beforehand the complexity of our 
local Egyptian market in finding a dis-
tributor and a release date because there 
were so many films with so many stars 
before the revolution of January 25. But 

now, everything has changed... A film like 
“Family Secret” can find cinema willing to 
show the film because there are few new 
films in the market. That’s why the film 
was easily acquired by the company al-
Arabia for Distribution”.

As explained, in addition to the 

rarity, gay characters were never treated 
in Egyptian cinema in a straightforward 
manner. “In these Egyptian films, a gay 
character was always a secondary role 
and his condition was roughly discussed”, 
explained Fawzi who consulted with real 
life therapist Dr. Awsam Wasfy, played 
in his film by Emad al-Raheb. “When 
we presented the finished film, the cen-
sorship did not object to the subject of 
the film but did it for some profanities 
in the dialogue which were originally 
in the screenplay they approved prior to 
shooting”, explained Fawzi. “I think we 
should openly discuss our problems and 
fears. Censorship should be cancelled or 
remodelled to restrict films for certain 
ages like in Europe and the States. On 
the surface, the film discusses how we see 
homosexuality now in Egypt. But deep 
down, it is a drama about someone’s quest 
for his identity. It also shows that one 
should face his inner problems in order 
to resolve them”.

Finding an actor to play the role in 
“Family Secrets” was quite difficult. “We 
have a lack of young stars to play an 
eighteen-year-old teenager”, explained 
Fawzi who went to meet fifteen actors 
who declined the role until he discovered 
a newcomer.

Mohamed Mahran used to think of 
becoming an actor since his childhood. When 
he was in his Secondary year at school, he was 
nominated as Best Actor in a national com-
petition for schools. Mahran then went on 
to study acting and directing at the Higher 

Institute of Theatrical Arts, graduating in 
2011. He only acted in theatrical plays and 
one TV show during his theatrical studies. “I 
was contacted by one of Hani Fawzi’s assis-
tant directors after hearing about my acting”, 
said Mahran, who landed the role after script 
readings in front of the filmmakers. “In the 

beginning, I hesitated to take the role for two 
reasons; first because many declined to play it; 
and second because many ‘common people’ 
cannot tell the difference between an actor 
and the character he plays. But after reading 
and consulting my father who supported me, 
I decided to go for it”. After two months of 
rehearsal, Marwan started to shoot his role 
under Fawzi’s direction. “I did a lot of research 
by talking to some people to get inspira-
tion and to psychologists for scientific facts”, 
explained Marwan. “My preparations are 
quite academic, reading, acting, and psychol-
ogy books to research the character”.

Next for Mohamed Mahran a romantic 
drama called Baad el-Hob (After Love), a debut 
by Mohamed Nader, about an Alexandrian 
writer falling in love with two young women at 
the same time and also a supporting role in the 
TV drama Ouloub (Hearts).

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, 
in The Netherlands. He also contributes 
to Variety, in the United States, and is 
the film critic of Variety Arabia (http://
varietyarabia.com/), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.
com/en/node/198132) and The Westchester 
Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

“Family Secrets” movie poster.

Bassant Shawky as Marwan’s sister.

Marwan consults with an Imam in a Mosque discussing his interest in men.

Family Secrets
Continued from page 5

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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By PEGGY GODFREY
Several days ago Governor 
Andrew Cuomo’s remark 
about “extreme conserva-
tives” created shock waves 
among many fair minded 

people. Cuomo said, “extreme conser-
vatives” in New York State who are 
“right to life, pro-assault weapon, anti-
gay” have no place in the State of New 
York. He added that is because “that is 
not who New Yorkers are.” Although 
Cuomo felt “moderate Republicans” 
who have consistently passed his agenda 
have a place in the state, he insisted the 

extreme conservatives had no place in 
the state.

Reactions were swift and combat-
ive. The New York State Republican 
Chairman, Ed Cox, asked Cuomo to 
apologize to conservatives and Catholics. 
Cox found the remarks “intolerant and 
divisive,” especially when the economic 
problems of the state needed to be 
addressed. Among Cuomo’s 2014 pro-
posals were requests to increase aid to 
education and after school programs. 
Knowing the stranglehold taxes have on 
residents he had previously placed tax 
caps on municipal and school budgets. 

914.964.4DOC  |  RiversideHealth.org
967 North Broadway  |  Yonkers  |  NY  |  10701

© 2013 St. John’s Riverside Hospital  |  All Rights Reserved.

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL
YOU’RE GOING TO FEEL THE DIFFERENCE

OUR PARTIAL KNEE REPLACEMENTS
ARE FULLY ENDORSED

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL’S
REVOLUTIONARY NEW APPROACH
FOR KNEE REPLACEMENTS OFFERS
PAIN FREE KNEES IN DAYS.*

St. John’s Riverside Hospital is the ONLY 
medical facility in Westchester to offer this 
revolutionary new approach to Orthopedic 
Knee Replacement surgery.

Restore your active lifestyle 
with little to no pain

DAVID LENT, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

*Individual results may vary. 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

By LARRY M. ELKIN
We have great beaches 
and warm, clear water 
in Florida. We also have 
sharks.

Most of the time, 
sharks just do their sharky thing, 
swimming around, eating fish and 
maybe nibbling the occasional tourist 
before deciding that the latter doesn’t 
add anything useful to their diet. We 
coexist well with most of the sharks, who 
are on the whole no more than an occa-
sional nuisance. Sometimes, however, 
shark bites can be painful and bloody. 
No one cares for the most aggressive 
specimens.

Aggressive sharks are increasingly a 
problem in South Florida’s courthouses 
as well, where small businesses are doing 
most of the bleeding.

Whether in the water or in the 
courtroom, there is no point in blaming 
sharks for behaving like sharks. That’s 
just what they do. Keeping the meanest 
sharks away is largely a matter of not 
putting bait in the water.

In South Florida’s case, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act is the 
shark bait. The problem is the law, not 

the sharks who are feeding on it.
According to the South Florida 

Sun-Sentinel, more than one in five 
federal disabled-access lawsuits origi-
nated in the Southern District of 
Florida in 2013. Local business owners 
have complained that such suits are less 
concerned with businesses becoming 
compliant than with quick payouts to 
make the suits disappear. The ADA, 
which was enacted in 1990 with the 
intention of letting individual citizens 
sue if businesses violated the law, has 
created a mechanism for such quick-
cash settlements.

Civil enforcement provisions exist 
because they allow private parties to 
do the government’s job when govern-
ment resources are limited or priorities 
lie elsewhere. Of course, private enforce-
ment also leads to private enrichment, 
albeit in the name of the presumed 
public good. When, as here, the stakes 
are small and the majority of suits are of 
the “nuisance” variety, the only private 
parties getting enriched are the attor-
neys, and the public good accomplished 
is purely theoretical.

While South Florida lawyers may 
be among the worst offenders, they are 
by no means alone. A Eureka, California, 

attorney recent became the target of a 
public protest due to the hundreds of 
ADA lawsuits he has filed – 23 cases in 
2013 alone. In 2012, The New York Times 
observed that the city’s age and architec-
tural quirks made it a tempting target 
for ADA lawsuits, too. In both cases, 
as in Florida, it was the lawyers seeking 
out potential plaintiffs rather than the 
reverse. There was also generally a large 
difference between the restitution made 
to the plaintiffs and the fees pocketed by 
their attorneys.

It is easy to advocate stripping the 
option of private enforcement from the 
law. I like the idea, with limitations. For 
example, we should retain the right for 
workers and tenants to force employers 
and landlords to accommodate disabili-
ties in properties that these individuals 
must use on a regular basis. The law does 
do some good, and in cases like these, it 
gives recourse to individuals who may 
not have many other options. But such 
cases are not the ones drawing the legal 
sharks.

It doesn’t matter much whether 
or not I think limiting private action 
is a good idea, regardless. As long 
as Democrats, largely supported by 
trial lawyers, control either house of 

Congress or the presidency, such a 
change probably is not going to happen.

So how about going the other 
direction? What if we required that any 
lawsuit brought under the ADA either 
go to trial or be settled for a substan-
tial minimum sum, maybe $250,000 or 
more. Likewise, require any jury award to 
meet or exceed that amount. How would 
such a requirement help small business? 
By creating incentives for businesses to 
get liability insurance, and for insur-
ance companies to fight such suits rather 
than settle. The last thing the plaintiffs’ 
attorneys want is to go to trial, and the 
likelihood that a jury would make a 
neighborhood bar pay $250,000 over a 
loose floor mat is infinitesimal. Nuisance 
suits would go away just as surely as if 
they were banned, while legitimate com-
plaints could still be heard.

What will not work is expecting 
attorneys to change their own behavior 
without some change in the law first. As 
Martin J. Coleman, a Long Island-based 
attorney, told The Times, “As a private 
attorney, every lawsuit that I file is to 
make money, because that’s how I make 
a living.” Sharks are sharks.

Yet expecting sharks to follow their 
natures doesn’t mean resigning ourselves 
to being bitten. Businesses in shark-
infested locales should band together in 
associations, or via insurers, to fight such 
suits. Settling is easier in the short term, 
but it costs everyone when it serves as 
blood in the water. Predators economize 
their efforts; they always go after the 
easiest prey. Make yourself a more chal-
lenging target, and the sharks will swim 
somewhere else.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal finan-
cial planning and family wealth planning, 
he founded his own firm in Hastings on 
Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew 
steadily and became the Palisades Hudson 
organization, which moved to Scarsdale, 
N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

Florida’s Courthouse Sharks
CURRENT COMMENTARY

Despite Governor Cuomo’s 
Remark, Astorino Says, “Don’t 
Leave... Help Is On the Way!”

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Continued on page 8
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

NEW YORK, NY -- His Eminence, 
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, will visit St. 
Mary, Mother of the Church School in 
Fishkill, New York on Thursday, January 
30th, to celebrate National Catholic 
Schools Week. This year, National 
Catholic Schools Week will take place 
from January 26th through February 1st.

As part of the Cardinal’s visit, he 
will celebrate Mass at the church with 
the student body and faculty and tour 

St. Mary Mother of the Church School. 
While at the school, Cardinal Dolan 
will participate in a question and answer 
session with elementary school students. 
The session will then be broadcast on 
his Sirius radio show, Conversation with 
Cardinal Dolan, which airs live on The 
Catholic Channel (129) Tuesdays at 
1:00pm EST.

National Catholic Schools Week 
is the annual celebration of Catholic 

education in the United States. Schools 
typically observe National Catholic 
Schools Week with Masses, open house 
and other activities for students, families, 
parishioners and community members. 
Through these events, schools focus on 
the value Catholic education provides to 
young people and its contributions to our 
church, our communities and our nation.

The theme for National Catholic 

He also wants the state income tax to 
be lowered for corporations. This latest 
proposal would give $35.6 million to 
schools in the lower-Hudson valley. But 
the sincerity of his proposals will not 

resonate with large sections of the resi-
dents who feel they are being singled 
out for their moral, religious or political 
viewpoints.

Cuomo’s office is now backtrack-
ing on Cuomo’s statement because they 

claim Cuomo was referring only to 
“extreme” candidates running for public 
office. However, it is well established in 
politics that candidates will base their 
campaigns on issues and ideas which 
will get people to vote for them. If there 
is no room in New York State for these 
candidates, then the obvious conclusion 
is that there is no room in the state for 
the residents who vote for them.

New York State Senator Rev. 
Ruben Diaz (D-The Bronx) said 
Governor Cuomo “created a new class 
of citizens who are in a worse situa-
tion and in more need of protection 
that any undocumented resident of 
New York State.” New York State is 
known as the abortion capital of the 
United States and there are 110,000 
abortions in New York State every year. 
Senator Rev. Diaz continued, to those 
millions of “noble and distinguished 
residents of New York State, Jews, 
Muslims, Christians and Gentiles who 
are pro-life and... defend the institu-
tion of marriage by opposing same sex 
marriage, do not allow these threats to 
make you abandon your faith.”

The United States of America 
was founded on the principles of 
freedom and justice for all. Many of 
the earliest immigrants to this country 
came because they wanted to escape 

persecution in their native lands. Even 
today we hear stories of people who 
arrive at our shores so they can practice 
their religious beliefs.

The killing of the pre-born fetus 
(or unborn child) in the womb is to 
many people a denial of the rights 
of the fetus to be born. On the 40th 
Anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade 
decision of January 22, 1973, there are 
hundreds of thousands of people who 
went to Washington, D.C., to protest 
this slaughter.

WOR 710-AM radio and tele-
vision host Sean Hannity reacted 
immediately to Cuomo’s remarks that 
extreme Conservatives should leave the 
state by saying he was leaving New York 
State. Hannity, a native New Yorker 
who lives in New York State, inter-
viewed Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino on his January 22, 2014 
WOR 710-AM. It was on that show 
that Hannity asked Astorino why he 
had to leave New York State. Astorino 
replied saying, “Don’t leave, help is on 
the way.”

Hannity asked Astorino, report-
edly considering a possible campaign 
effort for Governor, how Astorino 
would reduce taxes. Astorino replied 
that the process begins at the polls; 
quickly adding, “Cuomo will be 

defeated because of the high taxes 
and unemployment in the state.” In 
Westchester, Astorino said he inherited 
a county budget which he was able to 
cut by $1.75 million, the most of any 
county in New York State. Then he 
cited governors such as Scott Walker 
in Wisconsin, and Rick Perry in Texas, 
who had taken bold actions to improve 
their states. Astorino asserted Cuomo 
was arrogant and divisive in trying to 
cajole people to leave the state. Both 
Giuliani and Astorino, in Hannity’s 
view had won in heavily Democratic 
areas. Although in Westchester 49% 
of registered voters are Democrats and 
24% are Republicans, Astorino said he 
had won with a 13-point margin.

Astorino believes elected should 
not be afraid to show people how would 
improve the lives of their constituency. 
Astorino wants to make family life 
better and to reduce state taxes. At this 
time, Astorino said, “people are flocking 
to North Dakota because that is where 
the jobs are,” alluding to incorporat-
ing fracking technology for creating 
“oil and gas” jobs in New York State, 
a position Cuomo continues to say 
“No” to developing and using. Astorino 
suggests people need to send Cuomo 
a message about Cuomo changing his 
position on fracking.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

Intergenerational Klezmer Band
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

On Sunday, February 9th, at 2 PM, 
the Westchester Klezmer Program’s 
Intergenerational Band will perform 
at the Community Unitarian Church, 
468 Rosedale Avenue, White Plains, 
New York

The origin of the group began 
with two nine-year-old fraternal twins 
wanting to have a different kind of 
music at their Bar Mitzvah when 
their dad suggested learning Klezmer 
(traditional Jewish dance music). 
They then gathered friends and hired 
Klezmer music teacher Lisa Meyer, a 
famous Klezmer violinist. The frater-
nal twins would come to be known 
as the KlezKids. They went on to 
perform in nursing homes as part to 
their Bar Mitzvah project.

In 2001, well-known family music 
teacher Kenny Green became their 
director. Two years on the group grew 

to 16 youths and 4 adult musicians. 
By 2005 the group was incorporated 
as the not for profit corporation 
The Westchester Klezmer Program 
composed of multiple bands with over 
50 musicians performing community 
service at various venues. The program 
seeks to give hands-on experience for 
beginners as well as accomplished per-
formers in all age groups.

The Westchester Community for 
Humanistic Judaism is sponsoring 
this event as part of its ongoing series 
of outreach programs for non-affiliate 
Jewish and non-Jewish members of 
the Westchester community. Although 
there is no charge for admission, a 
suggested donation of $10 would be 
welcomed.

For more information visit www.wchj.
org .

His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, to 
Visit  St. Mary, Mother of The Church School 
to Celebrate Catholic Schools Week 2014
National Catholic Schools Week 2014 Begins January 26th and Continues 
Through February 1st

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Continued on page 9

Despite Governor Cuomo’s Remark, Astorino Says, “Don’t Leave... Help Is On the Way!”
Continued from page 7

http://www.wchj.org
http://www.wchj.org
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Schools Week 2014 is “Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service.” The theme 
encompasses several concepts that are 
at the heart of a Catholic education. 
First, schools are communities—small 

families in their own right, but also 
members of the larger community of 
home, church, city and nation. Faith, 
knowledge and service are three 
measures by which any Catholic school 
can and should be judged.

As part of the celebration, 151 
elementary schools in the Archdiocese 
of New York – including dozens of 
schools throughout the Hudson Valley 
-- will offer a variety of different special 
events and students will participate 
in various community service efforts 
throughout the week.

Here are some highlights through-
out the region:

At St. Denis-St. Columba’s in 

Hopewell Junction, students will 
create a “garden of virtues” in the 
hallway with decorations that reflect 
how they have grown and are being 
nurtured in virtues. There will be a 
Scholastic book fair. Students will also 
collect food items for the St. Vincent 

DePaul Pantry. There will be a dads 
and donuts day, a faculty appreciation 
luncheon and a crazy tie, sweater and 
sneaker day.

Regina Coeli School in Hyde 
Park will celebrate with academic 
games, a family lunch, “Bring A Friend 
to School Day”, a Food Brigade to the 
Hyde Park Food Pantry, and the Regina 
Coeli School Olympics. The week will 
culminate with mass, a faculty vs. 8th 
grade volleyball game, and movie night.

Holy Trinity School in 
Poughkeepsie will celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week with an ongoing 
food drive, and basketball games. 
Grandparents will visit to help out 

in classrooms and enjoy coffee and 
doughnuts in the Library. There will 
be a faculty vs. student volleyball game, 
pajama day and an ice cream social, and 
a Quiz Bowl. The week will end with 
mass and a Pep Rally.

St. Mary’s School in Wappingers 
Falls will celebrate with mass, and ice 
cream social for students, a “Special 
Relatives” day, and the annual St. 
Mary’s Cook-off. The week will end 
with Teacher Appreciation Day. There 
will be a Catholic Book Fair all week.

St. Patrick School in Yorktown 
Heights will be celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week with a Faculty and Staff 
versus the 8th grade in volleyball, movies 
and popcorn, parachute day for the pre-
kindergarten classes, International day 
where each class picks a country to 
showcase (culture, food customs, etc.), 
math carnival, and student apprecia-
tion day with sundae making and no 
homework.

St. Columbanus in Cortlandt 
Manor will host crazy hat and socks 
day, a student versus teacher challenge, 
an ice cream social and an academic 
honors recognition ceremony. There 
will be a dress down day to benefit 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital.

St. Patrick’s School in Bedford 

will host a school spirit day, an inter-
national luncheon, and alumni day and 
a community service day. The week 
concludes with celebration of Mass on 
Friday, Jan. 31, followed by a spelling 
bee and an evening volleyball game 
between eighth-graders and the faculty.

At Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Pelham Manor, students will enjoy 
breakfast with senior citizens from the 
parish. There will be a hot dog lunch, 
a pajama day and a day to play Bingo. 
Students will write Valentine cards for 
veterans and nursing home patients. 
There will be a food collection. There 
will be a writer’s workshop with author 
Jerry Reese.

In New Rochelle at Holy Name of 
Jesus School, there will musical per-
formances including a Children Choir 
Recital, a Grandparent’s breakfast and 
a Pajama Book Fair.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in Middletown will participate in a 
“Souper Bowl” drive for local food 
pantries.

St. James the Apostle School in 
Carmel will be celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week with mass, and a Walk-a-
Thon and a PreK Dance Contest. There 
will be a student versus faculty volley-
ball game, a school-wide Bowling Field 

Trip will be held with students wearing 
the Colors of Faith in their dress down 
clothes. There will be a student appre-
ciation day and family bingo night.

For St. Anthony School in 
Nanuet, there will be a spirit day, 
a crazy sock day, a faculty versus 
student volleyball game and a science 
fair. Students will participate in the 
“Feeding Our Neighbor” campaign. 
There will be a mad science assembly, 
a Jeopardy-like tournament, and a day 
for BINGO.

Students at St. Margaret School in 
Pearl River will participate in a school 
liturgy organized by the sixth grade. 
There will be a cultural arts assembly 
featuring Irish music and Ceili dancing. 
Other activities include a spelling bee, 
athletic competitions and an auction.

At St. Paul’s School in Valley 
Cottage students will begin the week 
by speaking at all Masses. There will 
be students acting as guest principals. 
Other activities include basketball 
competitions, spelling and math bees, 
and a variety of academic exhibits. 
Students will write letters to their 
pastor and make Valentines for military 
personnel. Eighth-graders will bury a 
time capsule, among other events.

A complete list of activities at 
schools throughout the archdiocese is 
available here.

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 
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His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, to Visit  St. Mary, Mother of The Church School

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

His Eminence, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan

Continued from page 8
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MOVIETIME

By LEE DANIELS
The film’s primary 
location, the gritty 
northern Paris suburb of 
Sevran, which one passes 
on the RER train on the 

way from Roissy airport, juxtaposes the 
luminosity of Paris through its working-
class residential area surrounding a small 
town center typical of urban satellite 
towns throughout the ethnic melting pot 
that France is today, and adds gravitas to 
the film’s starkly realistic genre.

The film opens with Ahmad arriving 
by train from Tehran, met at the station 
in a torrential downpour— which over-
shadows the less-than-ebullient tone of 
the film—by his soon-to-be ex-, Marie. 
From here, beginning with the divorce 
she is seeking in order to marry her 
new beau (and, we learn, the father of 
her unborn baby), the central characters 
of the film find themselves inexorably 
caught up in an acceleration of ever-
worsening developments.

Interplay by each of the film’s prin-
cipal characters, however—Bérénice Bejo 
as Marie Brisson; Tahar Rahim as Samir; 
Ali Mosaffa as Ahmad; and Sabrina 
Ouazani as Naïma—injects synergism 

and clarity into the darkness of the story, 
with Ahmad’s almost surreal, divine 
patience grants viewers a sort of stable 
floor on which to find footing through 
the film’s progressively more intense 
dramatic developments.

Viewers’ initial sense of Samir as 
a villain character through his stoicism 
and silence is later softened as his char-
acter reveals in the end an honest and 

intrinsically good person who, like all of 
the other characters in the film, is beset 
by an increasingly dire and tragic set of 
circumstances.

One technique the director uses with 
great effect—the image and synecdoche 
of hands to represent the human soul—
crystalizes sentiments and emotions 
without the use of dialogue: Marie’s 
touching of an unresponsive Samir’s hand 

while they are driving in his car; Naïma’s 
kissing of Samir’s hand to ask for forgive-
ness after he learns of her betrayal; and 
most strikingly, Samir taking the hand of 
his comatose wife in her hospital bed.

After the film, literary-minded 
viewers may hear the mantra of their old 
AP English teacher in the mind’s ear, 
asking who the central character is.

The answer is that Farhadi has care-
fully crafted a script in which there is no 
central character; instead, this element 
is supplanted by archetypal human 
attributes and emotions: the innocence, 
resilience, and unbiased perception of 
life seen through the eyes of children; 
the propensity to assign blame or seek a 
scapegoat; the seeking of absolution and 
closure; the need to forgive, be forgiven, 
and move on.

And finally, in the film’s final scene, 
when in his wife’s hospital room, Samir 

encourages his wife—still in a coma—
to grasp his hand if she can sense his 
presence, the director leaves the viewer 
with an ambiguous answer to Samir’s 
plea, but the image of the close-up of 
their hands together before the fade-out 
represents perhaps the film’s most 
powerful theme: the power of hope, and 
possibility for redemption.

“The Past”, Playing at the Jacob 
Burns Film Center, Pleasantville, New 
York, through January 30. Asghar 
Farhadi. 2013. 130 m. PG-13. France/
Italy, French/Persian with subtitles. Sony 
Pictures Classics.

Pleasantville-based Lee Daniels is Arts & 
Leisure writer for The Westchester Guardian 
and editor for ICU in Ukraine.

Tahar Rahim and Bérénice Bejo in Asghar Farhadi’s Le Passé (The Past). Photo by and 
courtesy of Carole Bethue / Sony Pictures Classics.

Asghar Farhadi’s Le Passé / The Past

Le Passé - The Past movie poster.—The Past (French: Le Passé), a French film 
written and directed by the Iranian director Asghar Farhadi, and released last year, 

gained the Palme d’Or at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival, among other international 
acclaim and awards.

Iranian director Asghar Farhadi
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FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
$1350/month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

SOUNDS OF BLUE

By BOB PUTIGNANO
Even though Michael Bloomfield 

didn’t pass until 1981 his most memo-
rable work was between the mid 60’s 
up until around 1971. But the majority 
of the seventies were dark times for 
Bloomfield which is probably why this 
three CD plus one DVD box set focuses 
on Michael’s earlier work with The 
Butterfield Blues Band, the first edition 
of the Electric Flag, and the studio and 
live Super Sessions with Al Kooper and 
company. While the three audio discs 
cover a lot of ground including an ample 
amount of previously unreleased sessions 
and performances it’s the nearly one hour 
DVD that really grabbed my soul.

Directed by Bob Sarles the video is 
a fast moving documentary that mostly 
portrays the highlights of Bloomfield’s 
triumphs, and a few (yet unavoidable) 
missteps about the demons he faced 
along the way. There’s so much to like 
on this DVD especially the haunting 
segments where we actually hear 
Bloomfield talking about his music. But 
also featured are brief yet poignant inter-
views with Bill Graham, Chet Helms, 
B.B. King, and band-mates Elvin Bishop, 

Al Kooper, Barry Goldberg, Mark 
Naftalin, Nick Gravenites, Sam 
Lay, and Charlie Musselwhite. Plus 
there’s insightful musings from the 
Grateful Dead’s Bob Weir, Carlos 
Santana, John Hammond Sr. and Jr., 
Jack Casady, Jorma Kaukonen, Bob 
Dylan, and even from Bloomfield’s 
mom, brother, and ex-wife. Director 
Sarles smartly edited these interviews 
tightly, so even though this is mostly 
a documentary it never lags and kept 
my attention from beginning to end. 
Additionally the music is tightly woven 
around the spoken

words dynamically enhanc-
ing the depth of this 
entire presentation. 
Unfortunately there aren’t 
many full performances, 
except for an intensely 
tight performance of the Electric Flag’s 
“Wine” that’s previously issued on 
“Monterey International Pop Fest” but 
it’s inexplicably left off the audio CD’s. 
This was the Summer Of Love 1967 and 
the Electric Flag really left their mark at 
this historic festival that also included 
(not shown here) performances by The 
Animals, Janis Joplin, Paul Butterfield, 
The Who, Hendrix, The Airplane, 
Buffalo Springfield, Booker T & the 

MG’s, and Otis Redding to name a few. 
Furthermore Al Kooper talks about the 
Super Session studio album, and the 
live Super Session recordings, where 
Bloomfield did not always show up, and 
other comments about the drug fueled 

breakup of the Electric Flag. 
Also explained on this DVD 
is Bloomfield’s ongoing 
insomnia that many felt 
led to his abuse of downer 
drugs, and how Bloomfield’s 
mom reached out to B.B. 
King (who obliged to 
contact Bloomfield,) but it 
was too late. Bloomfield was 
found dead in his car in San 
Francisco, 1981 at just thirty-
seven years old, cause of death 
was a drug overdose, so sad. 
Closing comments include 

M u s s e l w h i t e 
opining that 

d e s p i t e 
Bloomfield’s 
demons that 

he was a very 
good person, and Al Kooper remember-
ing when hearing of Bloomfield passing, 
Kooper stayed up all night repeatedly lis-
tening to “Super Session.”

The CDs include early demos 
Bloomfield recorded for John Hammond 

Sr. at Columbia Records in New York, 
as well as songs he cut with Dylan, 
Janis Joplin, and Muddy Waters, plus 
Bloomfield’s work with Butterfield, the 
Electric Flag, and his musical cohorts 
Al Kooper and Nick Gravenites. But 
there are two omitted albums where 
(Bloomfield appears as a sideman,) 
that have been favorites of mine: Barry 
Goldberg’s “Two Jews Blues” an album 
that also included Duane Allman and 
Harvey Mandel, and Woody Herman’s 
1971 “Brand New” that showcases some 
of the tastiest Bloomfield licks in a setting 
that’s obviously unique, and fascinating, 
yet there’s red- hot guitar work from the 
fret-board of Michael Bloomfield.

“From His Head to His Heart To His 
Hands” is likely essential for Bloomfield 
fanatics, but this box-set should also 
invite new admirers to the albeit short 
lived legacy of a stellar musician who’s 
too often forgotten.

Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 
celebrating 13 + years on the air at WFDU 
- http://wfdu.fm, 24x7 On Demand 
Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/
show/profile/11, WFDU’s Sounds of Blue 
is the most pledged to program for 5 con-
secutive years. Senior Contributing Editor 
to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com, http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Michael Bloomfield “From His Head 
to His Heart to His Hands”
Columbia Legacy (3 CD’s, 1 DVD)

http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
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The Killing of Jesus
A Good Read on MLK Day

READING

By BOB MARRONE
I would like to tell you 
that I did it on purpose.   
But I didn’t.  I would also 
like to believe that it was 
what the ancient Chinese 

used to call ganying, what we now refer to 
as cosmic resonance, or a kind of linked 
causality within the universe.  Truth be 
told, it was just me deciding to read a 
popular book while hiding from the cold 
on Martin Luther King Day.  What it did 
turn out to be, though, was an incidence 
of deep reflection upon and greater appre-
ciation of the life of Dr. King, along with 
renewed connection to my own Christian 
background.  For more than good 
measure, my meditations could not help 
but consider the life of MLK’s namesake, 
Martin Luther himself, who arguably 
saved the very church he rebelled against 
and from which he remains excommuni-
cated.  The catalyst was my sitting down 
to read Bill O’Reilly’s latest pedestrian 

history book on assassinated icons; in this 
instance, The Killing of Jesus, co-written 
with Martin Dugard.

I should first point out that I am not 
Bill O’Reilly’s biggest fan.  While I have 
always found his syndicated columns to 
be interesting and more often than not 
fair, I find his TV talk show to be obnox-
ious and frequently stilted to the right.  I 
attribute the latter to his knowledge of 
how television works and the need to 
capture viewers with simple, emotionally 
charged sound bites. If you are good at it, 
and he is, you can make a lot of money. 
Plus, he has the perfect stage, FOX 
News.  In light of these self-revelations 
I hope you will trust the content of the 
next sentence. I loved the book. While I 
am no critic, as a reader of many books, I 
can tell you that I found it easy to read, 
if not always well written.  It also lacks 
the detail of more scholarly works like 
textbooks, or even the bible itself.  But 
its gift is the easy manner in which it 

captures the historical life of Jesus, as a 
man, while staying as true to scripture as a 
non-scholar can assess.  It is a story about 
the man, his place and his times.

The book takes you to Galilee, 
Samaria, and Judea, and into the walls 
of Jerusalem.  You go with Jesus into the 
Temple when he confronts the money 
changers, and you feel the tension 
when Caiaphas and the members of the 
Sanhedrin wait for Jesus to outwardly 
confirm that he believes he is the Son 
of God and a descendant of David, thus 
condemning himself as a blasphemer.  
Some of the history of Rome and the 
fierce oppression of the Jews by the 
Roman Empire is captured, as is its role 
in the eventual crucifixion. There is even 
a bit of humor in the tome, intentional or 
not.  I learned that the wife of Emperor 
Tiberius had a “fondness for Dwarfs,” yes 
that way.  And my favorite:  When Jesus 
arrives in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, he 
is hungry because he has not eaten all 
day and not in a very good mood.  Even 
though it is out of season, he approaches 
a fig tree feeling through the branches for 
perhaps one or two bits of fruit. He finds 
none.  This all too human man utters in 

frustration “May no one ever eat fruit 
from you again.”  Even Jesus gets mad at 
an inanimate object!

The essence of the book, of course, is 
Christ’s willingness to stand up against 
oppression and for the poor and sick.   
It is about his knowing he will die if he 
sticks to his doctrine of love and justice 
over material things and his distaste for 
the hypocrisy of what was then modern 
life.  He was a threat to the status quo of 
his time that favored  those with power 
and wealth as they lorded over their 
subjects.  He was and is the hero who, 
deity or not, has been an example of self-
lessness and love for 2000 years.

As I read on, I could not help but 
think of how Jesus would have admired 
Martin Luther King Jr. I have read King’s 
biography and all of his speeches.  I can 
think of no one in my lifetime who has so 
embodied what Christ was trying to say 
or what he stood for than King.  He faced 
anger, hatred and injustice and knew he 
would die in his cause.  Again, the causes 
of love and justice over material things; 
distaste for hypocrisy, and a challenge 
to the status quo that valued power and 
wealth over fairness and equality mattered 

more to him than his own life.   I get 
angry when I read about the mistakes he 
might have made, be they indiscretions or 
partnerships with allegedly questionable 
people, as reasons to mitigate his great-
ness.  He was, as Jesus was, a man.  Christ 
himself wondered if he was forsaken and 
even cursed a fig tree.

In another context it seems fitting 
that King was named after Martin 
Luther.  Here was another case of 
someone who challenged a status quo 
that was more enamored with power 
and money than the very flock it was 
intended to serve.  In his case, he stood 
up to what his superiors held out as a 
fate worse than death, eternal damnation 
through excommunication.  Yet he had 
the courage to do what he did and defy 
the church.  I wonder how King’s parents 
could have known that they had born 
their own Martin Luther.

Thank you, Bill O’Reilly, for a good 
book.  And thank you, Dr. King, for your 
life and making this country a better 
place.

Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer.

By CHRIS ROSTENBERG
Imagine that a man steps 
forth and announces, “I 
demand that your govern-
ment adopts a policy that 

makes it easy for me and my allies to kill 
your people. If you pass a law making it 
difficult for us to kill your people, we will 
kill them anyway … and also target your 
women for death.” This statement is a ter-
rorist threat and the man making it is a 
terrorist.

What is important to understand is 
that pro-choicers make this threat all the 
time. They say, “I demand that you keep it 
legal to kill unborn children. If you make 
it difficult for us to kill unborn babies by 
making abortion illegal, we will break the 
law and kill them anyway in illegal abor-
tions. Women will die pursuing illegal 
abortions. You pass laws protecting the 
unborn and we will kill them and their 
pregnant mothers.” This is a terrorist 
threat and the pro-choicers making it are 
terrorists.

While it is true that women would 
die in abortion if and when it becomes 
illegal, that does not mean that the 
unborn is not a human being. It does 
not mean the child is not a person with 
a right to live. It does not mean there is 
something special about pregnancy that 
inherently grants women the right to 
kill their children. It does not mean that 
we may or can solve social problems by 
destroying children who get in the way. 
The fact that women will die in illegal 
abortion has little or no effect on whether 
or not prenatal homicide is morally 
acceptable. Illegal abortion simply puts a 
gun to society’s head and says, “Give me 
the law I want or I will kill your women.”

In the post 9/11 world of today, it is 
foolish and dangerous to support politi-
cians and others who capitulate to and 
collude with terrorists.

There are other reasons why the 
claim that women will die if unborn 
children are legally protected is a lame 
reason to let the babies be killed.

Nine-month pro-choicers (those 

who support unqualified abortion – the 
only true pro-choicers in my opinion) 
love the argument regarding women’s 
deaths because the argument requires 
that abortion be legal through all nine 
months. But if you think post-viability 
abortion should be illegal, you accept that 
women who are pregnant with big babies 
may die if they pursue illegal abortion. 
In fact, if you accept illegal late abortion, 
you are not pro-choice anymore and 
are only pro-some-abortion-and-anti-
other-abortion, which is another position 
entirely. I invite you to convert to the pro-
compromise position, which opposes late 
abortion and is silent on early abortion 
(which is my position).

People are frightened by laws that 
protect unborn children from abortion 
because they imagine all abortion 
suddenly becoming illegal at once. We 
need to think about attitudes toward 
illegal abortion not just the weeks after 
babies are legally protected, but years 
down the line. Americans’ attitudes 
toward prenatal homicide the first few 

days after it becomes illegal will be one 
thing; their feeling toward illegal abortion 
will be something else entirely five, ten, 
forty years after it has become illegal. 
Because in most places late abortion will 
become illegal before early abortion is, 
people will become accustomed to the 
idea that there is a deadline to killing 
the child. As time goes by, the idea that 
unborn babies deserve to be disposable 
will fade away. Legal prenatal homicide 
represents an attack on unborn children, 
a crime against humanity, and the federal 
government has been attacking children 
in the womb for forty years. Imagine this 
debate if Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton 
had never been handed down.

Nine-month pro-choicers like 
talking about women dying because it 
seems to compete with pro-lifers’ topic 
of dead children. Pro-lifers chant, “Pro-
choice is a lie, babies don’t choose to 
die!”, so pro-choicers say, “Pro-life is a lie, 
women don’t choose to die!” Of course, 
for every dead woman, there are thou-
sands of dead kids.

When society so degrades the lives 
of unborn kids, it degrades the lives of 
everyone else, especially powerless people, 
and especially women because they are 
associated with unborn children. In an 
important, subtle way, “killing children 
for women” kills women.

Legal prenatal homicide is indica-
tive of a society that does not understand 
abortion, and does not discuss it honestly. 
Our government, medical community, 
media and education system are all 
corrupt when it comes to prebirth infan-
ticide. This means that when abortion 
is legal, medical crackpots are the ones 
committing it. The abortion industry is 
not policed as well as it would be if it were 
illegal and the doctors were afraid of legal 
punishment.

Some of the sicker pro-choice-to-
kill activists must be perversely satisfied 
when women die from abortion because 
it helps their side.

Chris Rostenberg is a freelance writer. 
Correspondence may be directed to 
ChrisRosty@gmail.com.

Nine-Month Pro-Choicers are Terrorists
TERRORIST THREATS

mailto:ChrisRosty@gmail.com
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By JOHN SIMON
“King Lear” may well 
be the greatest play ever 
written; it certainly is one 
of the hardest to produce. 
The biggest problem may 

be finding an actor who can play the 
eighty-year-old protagonist on whom 
huge physical demands are made without 
seeming too young for the part, which he 
pretty much has to be.

Years ago, at the Brattle Theater near 
Harvard Square, a Scottish actor named 
William Devlin, then in his early thirties, 
managed to pull it off—or at least so it 
felt to me as a young critic. I don’t know 
what an older me might have made of it.

How many Lears 
since then, some by 
famous actors, I 
have seen since, 
with either the 
Lear or the pro-
duct ion—and 
usually both—
falling in some 
way short. The emo-
tional gamut, on top of 
the required physical 
and vocal heft, is 
immense. From 
swagger to 

humility, form insight to insanity, from 
incontrollable rage to infinite tenderness, 
there is nothing the actor is spared from 
evincing during this long play’s unrelent-
ing expectations.

I have seen, in alphabetical order, F. 
Murray Abraham, Louis Calhern. Lee 
J. Cobb, Hal Holbrook, Derek Jacobi, 
Laurence Olivier (on TV), Christopher 
Plummer, Paul Scofield (on film), Frank 
Silvera, Sam Waterston, and perhaps 
a couple of others whose names I have 
forgotten, one of whom, short on stature 
as on talent, I described as “both inches a 
king.” I do recall that I avoided, owing to 
his accident, Orson Welles, who had to 
play the part in a wheelchair.

Even the best of the above had their 
problems. Thus Olivier was already too 

old, Scofield too restrained under Peter 
Brook’s direction, and Plummer mis-
directed by Jonathan Miller. Worst 
of all was a Queen Lear, played 
by the dismal Ruth Maleczech. 
Now comes Frank Langella in the 
Chichester Festival production 
(with other than him all British), 
imported by the Brooklyn Academy 

of Music. An estimable effort, 
yet another that falls 

short.
There is 

a sort of 
parabola 

to the 

role of Lear. He starts out a foolish, auto-
cratic old man, is driven close to insanity 
by the ingratitude of his bad daughters 
and seeming coldness of his good one. 
Then, in the depths of exile and suffering, 
near madness yields to enlightenment, 
and he becomes a true tragic hero.

This path is followed cogently 
enough by Langella, now a vigorous 
76, but, as has been noted, with maybe 
a bit too much virility in the beginning 
and perhaps a slight dearth of pathos 
throughout. This fine performance elicits 
more admiration than pity, which an even 

finer one would have achieved.
The rest of the cast is mostly good, 

with the young Harry Melling an espe-
cially touching Fool, and Sebastian 
Armesto’s a properly somewhat less ide-
alized Edgar. But Isabella Laughland (I 

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 
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Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

From Nearly Lear to Near Mulingar
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Brían F. O’Byrne as Anthony.

Peter Maloney as Tony, Brian F. O’Byrne as Anthony, and Dearbhla Molloy as Rosemary.

Continued on page 14
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By GLENN SLABY
We know many of the 
foods available to us are 
unhealthy, especially in 
large doses. We are some-

times aware of how much such items are 
constantly and aggressively promoted 
and exhorted for consumption especially 
to the most impressionable – young 
children and teens. …Seeming all for the 
sake of revenue. The race for profits can 
also complicate and upset ones plan for 
healthy eating and living.

Maybe it’s a combination of my 
inherit lack of trust with the profit 
motive, the human tendency to derive 
the most from the least, or my strong 
concern and insecurity with some items 
beyond my control. Maybe I just don’t 
trust that there are proper rules, regula-
tions guiding what we cannot see. And 
maybe it’s a cultural thing about our capi-
talistic society and its consistent being 
noticed negatively in reported news about 
the greed by the few. However I phrase 
it or no matter the reasons, I just feel 
there is a lack of control, knowledge and 

information about items we place in our 
bodies every day.

Are we really eating healthily when 
we eat “healthy” out?

That fish dinner or maybe that 
chicken cutlet ordered in a restaurant has 
one confidently believing they are eating 
healthy and following guidelines offered 
by so many health professionals. But how 
healthy is that food? In stores, I continu-
ously read the food labels to understand 
the value a respective product is offering 
me (which only tells you part of the story). 
Just like wines, the quality is affected by 

where it is grown and harvested.
The consumer can only assume, 

based on reputation and not on facts, if 
the quality and nutrition of the cuisine 
served is at or above expectations, 
however, this quality depends on factors 
outside the view of the consumer and 
possibly the server, and the establishment 
as well. My interests and concerns lay in 
the origination and treatment of some 
foods served in restaurants, since place 
of origin has a direct effect on the quality 
and its nutritional benefits not only of 
its package, delivery and handling but 
also how it is grown, raised and treated. 
While there are U.S. regulations for the 
labeling of certain foods, such as farm 
raised, organic, etc., these are limited, and 

gaps may exists that I believe are substan-
tial. Can food purchased in restaurants be 
labeled with country of origin?

Is it a battle from farm and ranch 
to our plates between quantity and 
quality and cost? Is it a battle of relevant 
information, too little or too much infor-
mation? The health value of our food 
depends greatly on the diet of the protein 
you are eating and its treatment which is 
contingent and determined by its source. 
(The same can be said in regards to the 
pesticides and fertilizers used on fruits 
and vegetables.) Krux(‘ns:centro’, ‘data-
provider.exelate’);

Krux(‘ns:centro’, ‘dataprovider.
exelate’);

Eating Out And Questions On Food Quality
Perhaps More Questions Than Answers

WESfoodies

Continued on page 15

resist punning on her name) is an appall-
ing Cordelia, not only devoid of talent 
but also deficient in looks and colorless 
of voice.

Robert Innes Hopkins’s set is based 
on a wall of tall trees or columns—a sort 
of blend of the two—upstage to good 
effect. Downstage there is an ample 
space for action, and even a perhaps too 
realistically drenching rain on the heath. 
Missing, though, is the hovel, most of 
which scene is unfelicitously cut.

Hopkins’s timeless costumes are 
simple but apt, Peter Mumford’s lighting 
suitably moody, and Isabel Walker-
Bridge’s music sensibly sparing. Fergus 
O’Hare handles the thunder with a 
minimum of dialogue loss, and Angus 
Jackson’s direction is appropriately fluid, 
commendable in all but that catastrophic 
Cordelia.

John Patrick Shanley’s is a triple 
talent, as dramatist, screenwriter and 
director, and at its best—as in “Doubt” 
and “Moonstruck”—a considerable one. 
His new “Outside Mulingar” does not 
ascend to those heights, but is a smooth 
commercial entertainment.

For the first time, Shanley returns 
to his Irish ancestry or, more accurately, 
to the eccentricities of Irish country 
folk as portrayed by a plethora of skilled 
Hibernian playwrights. It is to Shanley’s 
credit that this play could have been 
written by any one of them, from Synge 
to Friel, without, however, any significant 

sacrifice of originality.
We have here mostly friendly 

neighbor families of cattle breeders, the 
Reillys and the Muldoons. The former 
consist of quirky father Tony and early 
fortyish conflicted son Anthony, with 
mother Mary long deceased but still 
missed. The latter comprises outspoken 
mother Aoife and pretty but unsociable 
mid-thirtyish daughter Rosemary. with 
father Chris, who spent much of his 
time shooting hated crows, just buried. 
The bone of contention is a piece of 
Reilly land, sold long ago out of tem-
porary necessity to Chris, but which 
the Muldoons refuse to sell back to the 
Reillys.

Behind this lies the circumstance that 
when Rosemary was six, Anthony, then 
thirteen, once knocked her over, which 
she apparently has never forgiven, and 
now refuses to sell back that patch, which 
puts two inconvenient gates between the 
Reillys and the road. Other problems 
include the fact that Anthony, though 
slavishly working it, may not really love 
the land, which makes Tony reluctant to 
bequeathe it to him. Besides, Anthony 
takes more after his mother’s softer Kellys 
than after his father’s tougher Reillys.

Problem, too, is that neither 
Anthony nor Rosemary shows the slight-
est inclination to marry, even though 
they would be right for each other, and 
that (I hope you are sitting down as you 
read this) Anthony fantasizes that he is 
a honeybee. But,of course, everyone here 

is more or less cracked, at the very least 
in the obdurate mutual incomprehension 
between parents and children.

There is something a bit prefabri-
cated-sounding about the humor. Thus 
“ROSEMARY: How are you mad?” 
ANTHONY: People don’t appeal to 
me that much. ROSEMARY: That’s 
normal. Who likes people? Nobody.” 
Or “ANTHONY: I don’t like a fight. 
ROSEMARY: Who does? ANTHONY: 
Half of Ireland. Just not me.” On the 
other hand, there is some genuine poetry: 
“Maybe the quiet around a thing is as 
important as the thing itself.” Or: “The 
stars are suffocating in the sky, and the 
dirt is choking on itself.”

The acting couldn’t be better. Brían 
F. O’Byrne is both charming as a virile 
male virgin, and funny as one who hears 

supernatural voices in the fields. Debra 
Messing is a wonderfully stubborn 
Rosemary, a young woman with a spec-
tacularly ill-concealed secret. Delightful 
Dearbhla Molloy’s Aoife is as Irish as 
Paddy’s pig, though hardly porcine; and, 
as Toni, nobody does eccentricity better 
than Peter Maloney.

John Lee Beatty’s sets are perfect, 
with Catherine Zuber’s costumes and 
Mark McCullough’s lighting hardly 
behind. Shanley has mastered the Irish 
idiom exemplarily, though I wonder 
why a play that takes place in Killucan 
is named “Outside Mullingar,” with the 
latter barely mentioned. A further bit of 
crackedness?

Production shots of Outside 
Mullingar by and courtesy of Joan 
Marcus.

Venue: Samuel J. Friedman Theatre 
(formerly Biltmore Theatre), 261 West 
47th Street, between Broadway and 8th 
Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Tickets: 
Call Telecharge at 212-239-6200.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. 
Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and 
has taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount Manhattan 
College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Debra Messing as Rosemary and Peter Maloney as Tony.

From Nearly Lear to Near Mulingar
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Continued from page 13
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A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.800.824.6764

••••

Own your home
Have a southern facing roof
Have little to no shading
Pay an electric bill 

If you have all of these qualifications, call
ROOF DIAGNOSTICS SOLAR 

to learn how you can get your FREE Solar Installed TODAY! 

ROOF DIAGNOSTICS 

 

LOOKING FOR 50 HOMES FOR
     SOLARFREE

Eating Out And Questions On Food Quality

WESfoodies

Our meats, poultry and fish may 
come from overseas thereby quality and 
nutritional value is probably affected. 
Again, by law, items purchased in stores 
must clearly be labeled. (Shellfish has its 
own special tagging requirements.) So 
why not in restaurants?

Some canned seafood items like 
smoked mussels, oysters and mackerel 
come from the same Asian country that 
made sheetrock constructed with materi-
als that rendered homeowners sick. There 
is no direct relationship, but a cultural 
bias can quickly develop and doubt about 
inspection methods and procedures 

develop. And the articles cited below only 
reinforces my insecure feelings about 
quality of food raised in that country. 
Does the profit motive have too strong a 
dictate on quality and health? Can / does 
this apply to menu listed items?

Another example, is farm raised vs 
wild with respect to the North Atlantic 
salmon. The farm-raised fish has color 
added to it to make it look like salmon. 
If their diet does not make them look 
like salmon how healthy is that diet? 
Perhaps that fact should not infer any bad 
outcome, yet I wonder if there are deeper 
issues? Where are they raised, what are 
they fed and are they treated with other 

items – antibiotics, hormones?
The Nation reported in an article by 

Leighton Akio Woodhouse on July 31st, 
2013, that “Ag Gag” laws are a species of 
state-level legislation that has been vig-
orously pushed by lobbyists over the last 
several years to criminalize and suppress 
the exposure of inhumane practices in 
animal agricultural operations. In essence, 
the laws protect the industry by turning 
whistleblowers into outlaws.”

Then Food Safety News.com in an 
article by Dan Flynn, January 7, 2014, on 
“Ag Gag” Laws reported, “After going 0 
for 11 in the states last year and losing 
again on a state initiative ballot last fall, 
animal agriculture and GMO labeling 
campaigners are back with their same old 

bills because it’s the start of a new leg-
islative season in most states. Who says 
America isn’t the land of second chances?”

These citations only enhance the 
mistrust between consumer and producer. 
Goodwill must be developed. Are the 
logistics too difficult, too impractical due 
to volume, variety and source of food 
served for eating establishments to post 
on a daily basis? I have little knowledge of 
the restaurant business, but certain cities 
by law require listing calories counts on 
menus. Are the logistics so different? Is 
there some other method or compro-
mise acceptable to both the restaurant 
owner and the public? Maybe it should 
be quantified by the size of the business 
or to the number of stores owned – like 

McDonalds?
Listing the food source (produce 

included) can enhance the quality and 
demand as producers and countries of 
origin compete for sales, reputation and 
loyalty. Through all segments of the food 
production line, the consumer must be 
aware of the opportunities for question-
able practices to develop and the options 
that are available.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. 
A former account with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guardian, 
writes part-time, and struggles with mental 
illness, yet works at the New Rochelle Public 
Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York.

GovernmentSection

By Dr. NASEER ALOMARI
A pregnant Bahraini 
woman who was sen-
tenced to a one-year 
prison term has con-
tacted me from her home 

country in the Middle East and appealed 
to me to tell her story to the American 

public.
Since I have no access to news outlets 

that would even consider the plight of 
this woman worth reporting, I shall fulfill 
my promise to the terrified young woman 
and tell her story here and now.

Zahra Alshaikh was accused of ille-
gally demonstrating against the Bahraini 

regime and calling the ruling family 
inappropriate names as well as allegedly 
attacking security forces; accusations 
that are usually dished out after activists 
insist on expressing themselves; standing 
up against an oppressive, dictatorial 
monarchy.

Alshaikh failed to convince the judge 

who presided over her case to allow her 
to give birth to her gestating child prior 
to starting her term in prison.

Alshaikh seemed distraught and 
fearful for her unborn baby and asked 
me to pray for her and tell her story to 
America.

Alshaikh is one of thousands of 
Bahraini youth who have demonstrated 
against the Bahraini regime who enjoys 
the backing of American foreign policy 

makers who have only made shy appeals 
to King Hamad of Bahrain to restrain his 
oppressive tactics and negotiate with the 
majority Shiite majority who suffer from 
King Hamad’s incessant human rights 
violations recorded by international 
human rights organizations. It never 
ceases to surprise me how Arab activists 
continue to believe that the American 
people and the Obama Administration 

FAULT LINESLINES

A Message from A Pregnant Activist

Continued on page 16
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By NANCY KING
The Westchester County 
Association (WCA) held 
their annual love fest 
breakfast in Tarrytown, 

New York. Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino, who is the annual keynote 
speaker for the WCA’s event, was there 
to tout the new business friendly envi-
ronment present here in Westchester 
County. What attendees and viewers got 
instead of an economic report card was a 
county executive who stopped just short 
of formally announcing his candidacy for 
governor of New York State. With the 
buzz word “collaboration” used multiple 
times during his remarks, Astorino was 
clearly conveying the message to New 
York State residents of New York State 

he possesses the skills to reach across 
the aisle and deliver a bi-partisan form 
of government for not only Westchester 
County, but for the state in its entirety.

Touting his nearly 13 point victory 
over New Rochelle Mayor Noam 
Bramson last November, Astorino talked 
about forging a “collaboration” with 
African-American and Latino leaders; 
whose constituency historically votes 
Democratic. With the statement “Don’t 
be afraid to open doors that were shut”, 
Astorino just about invited even the most 
liberal New Yorkers to join him on the 
campaign trail in the coming months.

No doubt Rob Astorino is an affable 
and likeable public figure but in order 
to be a viable challenge to incumbent 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, it is going 
to take more than the likeability factor 

to bring in the money and the name 
recognition needed for any meaning-
ful campaign challenge. The bulk of the 
CE’s comments last Thursday lauded the 
progress that his administration had made 
since he’s been in office. Sure enough, our 
unemployment rate is down to 5.5% but 
is this a direct result of the collaborative 
effort between his administration and 
the non-profit and private sectors in 
the area of job creation; Astorino thinks 
so. During his address, the County 
Executive claimed that since he’s taken 
office, 30,000 new jobs have been created 
in the private sector. Proclaiming that 
the creation of those jobs have not been 
in county government but have been 
assisted by county government sure 
sounds like a slick campaign statement. 
Using the county’s “Hire Westchester” 
program as an example, Astorino invited 
the rest of the state to look at his record of 
job creation. It practically screamed out… 

look… I did this in Westchester and I can 
do this throughout the state for you too!

However, Westchester is a whole 
lot different from the rest of the state. 
Despite pockets of poverty, we’re rich 
down here. We have the highest taxes 
in the country and despite our constant 
bitching about this fact; the truth is 
we love being first. Rob Astorino may 
not have kept taxes flat while he’s been 
in office, but the ugly truth is that our 
taxes have actually risen about 18%. Our 
property values have actually decreased 
and the flat tax levy comes from playing 
Column A to Column B by money 
shifting and borrowing. By the time we 
get a new County Executive, we’ll have to 
pay back what we’ve borrowed from the 
fund balance. We’ve still got mandates 
and pensions on the rise and when those 
bills come due, we’re going to have to pay 
them.

Using the branding phrase of 

Live-Work-Play, the CE invited all who 
were listening to come to Westchester 
where all are welcome. It may have 
seemed like a benign little invitation to 
check us out down here but in actuality, 
he was taking a jab a Governor Cuomo’s 
statement last week where he said that if 
you’re a bit on the conservative side, then 
you may wish to live in a state that’s not 
so progressive. Astorino, who has never 
shied away from his conservative beliefs, 
intimated there was room enough in New 
York State for all to live, work and play, as 
long as they gave him a shot for the big 
chair in Albany.

By and large, the WCA has always 
been a cheerleading body for Rob 
Astorino and was more than happy 
to provide his administration with a 
forum to present their accomplishments. 
Thursday’s breakfast had the feel that they 
were nudging him ever more closely to 

actually care enough to hear a story of 
a Bahraini woman who is about to start 
a one-year prison term for demanding 
freedom from a regime that enjoys our 
government’s support because of an old 
alliance with the Saudi regime which 
supports the Bahraini regime for regional 

and geopolitical considerations.
Unlike several Middle Eastern con-

flicts where the US has little leverage over 
oppressive governments’ practices, the 
US can actually make a difference in the 
small island of Bahrain since that coun-
try’s monarch listens carefully when the 
US speaks.

The Obama Administration’s foreign 
policy withdrawal from the Middle East 
which seems thoughtful in some places 
like Syria, borders on neglectful when it 
comes to countries and places where a 
difference can actually be made in places 
like Bahrain.

It is hard to imagine that the current 
self-imposed isolationism which followed 
President Obama’s threat to the Syrian 
president to not use chemical weapons 

and then doing nothing about it when 
he did is turning into a vow of seeing 
and saying nothing when the US is the 
only country with the ethical and moral 
values to prevent the sheer injustice of 
incarcerating a pregnant mother for false, 
politically motivated charges, aimed at 
silencing an oppressed nation of people in 
the face of an American-backed dictator.

Dr. Naseer Alomari was born and raised in 
Jordan before becoming a proud American 

citizen in 2003. Dr. Alomari’s intellec-
tual contribution to current global issues is 
unique because he combines his knowledge 
of the American culture with his knowl-
edge of the Arab culture, values and beliefs. 
An educator at heart, his political commen-
tary reflects his constant emphasis on sound 
academic analysis and understanding of 
current affairs.

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
U.S. Secretary of State, 
John Kerry, was recently 
interviewed about Syria. 
While many of his asser-
tions can be debated, one 

especially requires a response. Throughout 
the interview, he repeatedly insisted that, 
if Bashar Assad would only leave power, 
everything would go well — especially 
for all of Syria’s minorities.

In his words: “I believe that a peace 
can protect all of the minorities: Druze, 
Christian, Ismailis, Alawites — all of 
them can be protected, and you can have 
a pluralistic Syria, in which minority 
rights of all people are protected.”

Elsewhere in the interview, Kerry 
declared that “The world would protect 
the Alawites, Druze, Christians, and all 
minorities in Syria after the ousting of 
Assad.”

The problem here is that we have 
precedent — exact precedent. We’ve seen 
this paradigm before and know precisely 
what happens once strongman dictators 
like Assad are gone.

As demonstrated in this article, in all 
Muslim nations where the U.S. has inter-
vened to help topple dictators and bring 
democracy, it is precisely the minorities 
who suffer first. And neither the U.S. nor 
“the world” do much about it.

After the U.S. toppled dictator 
Saddam Hussein, Christian minorities 

were savagely attacked and slaughtered, 
and dozens of their churches were 
bombed (see here for graphic images). 
Christians have been terrorized into 
near-extinction, so that today, a decade 
after the ousting of Saddam, more than 
half of them have fled Iraq.

The “world” did nothing.
Ever since U.S.-backed, al-Qaeda-

linked terrorists overthrew Qaddafi, 
Christians—including Americans—have 
been been tortured and killed (including 
for refusing to convert), their churches 
bombed, and their nuns threatened.

Not much “pluralism” there.
Once the Muslim Brotherhood came 

to power in Egypt, in place of Mubarak 
— and all with U.S. support — the 

persecution of Copts practically became 
legalized, as unprecedented numbers 
of Christians—men, women, and 
children—were arrested, often receiving 
more than double the maximum prison 
sentence, under the accusation that they 
“blasphemed” Islam and/or its prophet.

Not only did the U.S. do nothing — 
it asked the Coptic Church not to join the 
June Revolution that led to the ousting of 
the Brotherhood and Muhammad Morsi.

In short, where the U.S. works to 
oust secular autocrats, the quality of 
life for Christians and other minorities 
takes a major nosedive. In Saddam’s Iraq, 
Qaddafi’s Libya, and Assad’s Syria (before 
the U.S.-sponsored war), Christians and 
their churches were largely protected.

Today, Syria is the third worst nation 
in the world in which to be Christian, 
Iraq is fourth, Libya 13th, and Egypt 
22nd.

So how can anyone — especially 
Christians and other minorities — have 
any confidence in Kerry’s repeated assur-
ances that religious minorities will be 
safeguarded once secular strongman 
Assad is gone — and by the “world” no 
less — leading to a “pluralistic” Syria?

First published on January 23, 2014. 
http://www.meforum.org/3725/
pluralistic-syria

Raymond Ibrahim, author of Crucified 
Again: Exposing Islam’s New War on 
Christians (Regnery, April, 2013) is a 
Middle East and Islam specialist, and a 
Shillman Fellow at the David Horowitz 
Freedom Center and an Associate Fellow at 
the Middle East Forum.

Kerry Boasts of ‘Pluralistic’ Syria Once Assad Gone

Mr. Astorino Goes to Albany, Maybe
CAMPAIGN TRAIL
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making a formal announcement 
on his candidacy, but so far there 
has been no formal announcement. 

And so, we wait while we watch 
the verbal sparring dance between 

the “two guys from Westchester”. 
But don’t forget to get out your 

scorecards because the real fun will 
be counting how many times we’re 
going to hear the words bi-partisan, 
non-partisan and collaborative over 
the next 10 months.

Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

Mr. Astorino Goes to Albany, Maybe

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

POLITICS

By RICH MONETTI
Congress has for the 
moment escaped 
national attention, 
but their idiotic 
behavior over the 

last several years has earned it a 
10% approval rating. The only 
explanation, the margin of error is 
ten points. 33 meaningless votes to 
repeal Obamacare has to exemplify 
the nation’s disgust. But the zero 
sum game of the 112 Congresses 
doesn’t even allow us to argue that 
this particular time might have 
been better spent and puts this 
group ahead of the most infamously 
ineffective legislature in our history.

Judging first on its consti-
tutional imperative to pass laws, 
“the do nothing Congress” of 
1948, dubbed by Harry Truman, 
represents a legislative glut in 
comparison to today. At 900 bills 
passed, the next lowest total to this 
body’s 150 is just over 300.

Still, the benchmarks go 
beyond the numbers. Taking the 
world economy to the brink of 
extinction with the shutdown and 
setting back the recovery over 
the debt ceiling (which created 
a sequester of cuts that neither 
party liked and lowered our credit 
rating) suffice for a more telling 
interpretation.

Thus, the connection is easily 
made to the deeply partisan nature 
of the institution and evidence 
backs this up. The Congressional 
Quarterly’s Party Unity score shows 
that 75.8% of its role call votes have 
Republican and Democrats directly 
opposing each other.

An all time high, how did we 
get here? In terms of Congress 

reflecting the public mood, the data 
is mixed on compromise, according 
to an October Pew Poll.

In terms of specific high 
voltage issues, the public can be 
just as unyielding. On healthcare, 
for instance, three quarters of voters 
want the other side to compromise, 
but as a general concept, Americans 
prefer that representatives cross 
party lines to get things done.

However that plays out in 
Congress, the influence of cable 
news must be considered. While 
only a small fraction of America 
gets its news from Fox, MSNBC 
and CNN, viewers turn out to 
be the least informed – even less 
than those watching no news at 
all, according to a 2012 Fairleigh 
Dickenson University study. As 
such, they make the most noise and 
never miss a chance to vote

Searching for the source, the 
repeal of the Fairness Doctrine 
in the late 80s opened the door. 
Stating that “a broadcaster must 
provide coverage of issues of public 
importance that is adequate and 
fairly reflects differing viewpoints,” 
maybe a reinstatement brings 
congress closer to home.

Even so, widespread gerryman-
dering might still leave Congress 
at its current standoff. Inherently 
throwing off the system of checks 
and balances, the hardheadedness 
of the Tea Party speaks directly to 
this. But opinions vary on how sig-
nificant the issue is.

A New York Times investiga-
tion of the 2012 election says it’s 
the Republicans who have been 
taking more advantage recently, 
while Nate Cohn of The New 
Republic, and Pollster Harry Enten 
of The Guardian downplay the 

scenario. Kevin Drum of Mother 
Jones concurred with the latter, but 
the real disparity he cited resides 
in the 90% incumbency rate. The 
Republicans held that advantage in 
the last election.

Either way, what’s abundantly 
revealing is that political operatives 
can actually buy gerrymandering 
software that does the redistricting 
for them.

Finally, Congress should have 
a pretty low approval rating – 
given its deliberative nature. The 
Founding Fathers crafted Congress 
– especially the U.S. Senate – to 
allow the cooling of tempers around 
prolonged discussion as national 
events reached fever pitch.

The Civil War and the prior 
decades had plenty of this, and 
by definition, make our divisions 
tepid. At the same time, the oratory 
of Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, 
Daniel Webster and others made 
the legislative body the envy of the 
world, and according to Robert 
Caro’s dissertation on Lyndon 
Baines Johnson (LBJ) in Master of 
the Senate, savior of the nation.

Arguing had the Civil War 
taken place earlier in deference 
to the great compromises, the 
nation could have never survived 
the struggle. Bringing it back to 
today, what’s lacking is obvious. 
There are no great leaders in the 
body, and while there’s much less at 
stake, not even the margin of error 
around minimal leadership can be 
overcome.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance 
writer since 2003 and lives in 
Westchester.

National Time of Need Demands 
No Margin of Error of Congress

Continued from page 16
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By LEE H. HAMILTON
Now that Congress has 
its immense, $1.1 trillion 
bipartisan funding bill 
in hand, Capitol Hill is 
breathing easier. They 

ended the specter of a government 
shutdown for the moment, and funded 
the federal budget for most of the year. 
The media has been commending 
Congress for finally doing its job.

This praise works only in the context 
of recent history, however. The bill that 
congressional leaders produced is hardly 
a triumph. Instead, it’s another example 

of Congress’s stubborn determination to 
deal itself out of the budgeting process. 
Let me explain.

In recent years, Congress has funded 
the federal government in one of two 
ways. Either it’s passed a “continuing 
resolution,” which is a stopgap measure 
to keep the government functioning with 
the same funding it had previously, or it’s 
passed huge omnibus bills like the one it 
just enacted. This most recent bill runs 
more than 1,500 pages.

Before this current budgeting era, 
however, Congress used procedures that 
put the ideals of representative democracy 

into practice. It divided its responsibili-
ties into policy development, which was 
in the hands of its various “authorizing” 
committees; and establishing funding 
levels, which was done by the appro-
priations committees in the House and 
Senate. Once the President submitted 
his proposed budget, the appropriations 
committees and their subcommittees 
would meet, hammer out the issues, and 
fund the government according to the 
policies set by the authorizing commit-
tees. They would hold hearings, debate 
furiously, accept and reject scores — if 
not hundreds — of amendments, and 
ultimately produce a series of appropria-
tions bills generally divided along federal 
department lines. These would go to the 
floor of each chamber, where they’d be 
debated again, and finally to a conference 
committee, where each side of Capitol 
Hill would have a final chance to weigh 
in.

The process didn’t work perfectly. 
It produced hiccups and grandstanding, 
and required a lot of negotiation and 
compromise. But it also spread the work 
of Congress among expert members, 
employed the capabilities of dedicated 
and knowledgeable legislators who knew 
the various departments and agencies of 
the federal government intimately, and 

provided for deliberation, open debate, 
accountability, and a reasonably demo-
cratic outcome. Rank-and-file members 
understood, grappled with, and took 
responsibility for what they produced and 
voted on.

No more. Continuing resolutions 
and omnibus bills lift responsibility from 
most members’ hands. They produce 
decisions, but not in an open, democratic 
process. They’re basically developed in 
secret by a handful of leaders and their 
allies and staff; allow very few, if any, 
amendments; sharply limit debate time; 
severely restrict members’ ability to study 
thousands of provisions; and require an 
up or down vote.

Most troubling, they’re larded with 
policy decisions that in the old days would 
have been debated by the authorizing 
committees. This most recent measure 
boosts funding for Head Start, prevents 
the President from transferring control 
of military drones from the CIA to the 
Defense Department, and bars postal 
officials from ending Saturday delivery 
— all policy decisions that should have 
had a robust debate, but won’t.

Of course, plenty of people in 
Washington like this. Congressional 
leaders have more power than if they 
had to defer to the judgment of the 

authorizing and appropriations commit-
tees. The White House likes it because it 
involves fewer people, making life simpler. 
Even some rank and file members like it, 
because it allows them to avoid making 
hard choices about individual programs.

Which is a problem. With omnibus 
bills, the truly difficult but crucial work 
that Congress needs to be doing doesn’t 
get done. It isn’t scrutinizing the budget 
of each department in sufficient detail 
to look for programs and line-items that 
have outlived their usefulness or that 
need more investment. It can’t examine 
and analyze difficult policy questions 
carefully. It won’t question whether entire 
agencies and even departments still serve 
the purposes they were designed for. 
It isn’t even bothering to look beyond 
discretionary spending to consider 
reforms to Social Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid, which is where most federal 
spending goes.

Congress no longer seems to know 
how to run a budget process. Most of 
its members have never experienced the 
traditional method. They just know how 
to hold their noses and vote up or down.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on 
Congress at Indiana University. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

Notice of Formation of R. Maffei Enterprises 
LLC. Articles Of Organization filed with NY 
Secretary of State on June 20, 2013. Office 
Location: 340 Central Ave., White Plains, 
NY 10606, County of Westchester. NY Sec-
retary of State designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. NY Secretary of State shall mail 
process to: 84 Highview Avenue, Nanuet, 
NY 10954. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS II LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
P.O. Box 359 New Rochelle, NY 11021. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

PULASKI ST VENTURE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/8/13. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 305 North Ave 1st Fl. New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

30 EAST 76TH STREET #3B, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/7/14. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
C/O Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 West-
chester Ave Ste. 305 White Plains, NY 10604. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230
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Hold the Congratulations for Congress
THE CENTER ON CONGRESS AT INDIANA UNIVERSITY
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By Assemblyman 
STEVE McLAUGHLIN
Last week, Governor 
Cuomo made a very 
insensitive state-
ment about those 

Republicans (and numerous 
Democrats) who have disagreed 
with some of his recent proposals 
and laws. Frustrated that his agenda 
has consistently met bipartisan 
opposition from across the state, the 
Governor took to the radio to call 
those of us who have legitimate dis-
agreements with him “extreme” and 
stated that those who agree with us 
“have no place in the state of New 
York. As an elected official, I’m used 
to being called names, but for the 
Governor to levy such an insult 
on people he is paid to represent 
crosses a line. It is unconscionable 
for him to spend his time attacking 
such “extremes” as private religious 
views held by several million New 
Yorkers while remaining painfully 
silent on the extremes that are 
having a very real and very negative 
impact on New Yorkers in their 
everyday lives.

Since November, New 
Yorkers have watched 
their electricity rates 
almost double; 
according to the 
US Department 
of Energy, 
New Yorkers 
paid the 
highest elec-
tricity rates 
at the end 
of 2013 out 
of all the 
state in the 
mainland US. 
This wasn’t 
a surprise: for 
years, independent 

experts have plead with the 
Governor to make it easier to 
generate clean electricity in New 
York, only to meet continued oppo-
sition from state agencies run by 
Cuomo appointees. When can we 
expect the Governor to decry the 
extreme regulatory problems that 
have made our electrical bills more 
than 50% higher than the national 
average with the same energy that 
he condemns law-abiding gun 
owners?

In the meantime, our school 
and property taxes continue to 
climb. The reforms that were 
promised by the Governor when he 
proposed the tax cap have failed to 
materialize, and New York is more 
secure than ever in its position as 
having the highest such taxes in the 
nation. Will the Governor speak 
out against the extreme unfairness 
of seniors having to choose between 
paying property taxes and buying 
medicine with the same gusto that 
he attacks Catholics, Orthodox 
Jews and Muslims?

New York presently sits near 
the top of all the bad lists and the 
bottom of all the good ones. Taxes, 
business climate, corruption, cost of 
living, even car insurance rates--and 
that’s only naming a few. Unlike 
the religious and political views of 
private citizens, these are things 
that Albany actually has the ability 
to change. With courage and hard 
work, Governor Cuomo has the 
ability to make New York a better 
place to live. So why does he choose 
to make inflammatory political 
statements instead?

There are five months remain-
ing in the legislative session. That’s 
plenty of time to lower property 
taxes, make New York more afford-
able and help the private sector 
create jobs. Making New York a 
better place to live isn’t a Democrat 
or a Republican issue. Choosing to 
make political attacks against dis-
senters might be easier than taking 
on the Albany special interests, but 
it’s not what the Governor was 
hired to do and it is definitely not 
what the people of New York want 
or expect. The extreme intolerance 

he displayed on the radio last 
week definitely has no 

place in New York.

Steve McLaughlin is 
a Capital District 

A s s e m b l y m a n 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
the 107th 
A s s e m b l y 
D i s t r i c t , 
w h i c h 
includes parts 
of Rensselaer, 
Columbia and 
Wash ington 

Counties in 
Upstate New 

York.

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

No Place In The State of New York
OP-ED

OpEdSection
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 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

COME TO A  
KLEZMER CONCERT

Sunday, February 9 at 2 PM
Sponsored by the Westchester Community for Humanistic Judaism

At the Community Unitarian Church, 468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains

FEATURING THE INTERGENERATIONAL 
BAND OF KLEZMER MUSICIANS  

LED BY DAN BIRENBAUM

NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION 
SUGGESTED DONATION $10

RSVP Charlotte Klein- 914-218-8535

For more information visit www.wchj.org

Celebrate The Holidays at Ciao! 
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com

http://www.wchj.org
http://www.ciaoeastchester.com

