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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of 
events and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/
or employed in, Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objec-

tively, reliable information without favor or compromise. Our 
first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the 
exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where 
the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM OF 

THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to resi-
dents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 

weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 
provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological 

step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with analysis, 
where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, 
when, where, why, and how, the why and how will drive 
our pursuit. We will use our more abundant time, and our 
resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ 
often characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the 
very heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers 
to a point of understanding and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is 
not necessarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge 
that we cannot be all things to all readers. We must carefully 

balance the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features and columns useful in 
daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We 
must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level with Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris is heard 
from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon, from Monday to Friday. January 23-27 is sure to be 
promising.  We begin the week on Monday, January 23rd with Stephen Woodfin, author of The 
Sickles Compass, A Story Of Love, War And Alzheimer’s. Woodfin has written a total of five novels 
and is working on his sixth. His novels are fast-paced legal thrillers and murder mysteries. Bob Stauf 
will join us on Tuesday, January 24th to discuss his involvement with Tara Circle, and Co-host Richard 
Narog, having returned from his foreign assignment will distill the politics of the day. On Wednesday, 
January 25th, Bob Flower, former Yonkers mayoral candidate will discuss issues of relevance. January 
26th and 27th have yet to be filled. Listen live at http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOnThe 
Level and join the conversation by call toll-free to 1-877-674-2436.

 For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or 
an on demand after 12:15 p.m., after every show at the link provided above.

The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular 
interview is to search Google or any other search engine for the subject matter or the name of the 
interviewee.

http://www.westchesterguardian.com
http://www.wattersonstudios.com
http://www.sazonnyc.com
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CommunitySection
 BOOKS

Myron has just won the 
audience’s vote at tonight’s 
meeting, attended by parents 
whose children are in 
schools in the neighborhood, 

including the junior high where this evening’s 
debate was held in the school gymnasium.

Of the over two hundred in the audience, 
only fourteen more raised their hands for Myron 
than for Mary Ellen. But Myron keeps enjoying 
this winning feeling, and thinks again how his 
candidacy for City Council can become one 
example to inspire seniors to try to become a 
new source of leadership for their country.

Everything has its time and now it’s senior 
time, he thinks, as he says goodbye to the parents 
congratulating him, although he sees a line of 
people also saying good-bye to Mary Ellen. 
Then everyone is gone from the large gymna-
sium except for the waiting reporter, who now 
approaches Myron and thanks him for doing 
this evening’s interview.

The reporter speaks fast, and Myron worries 
if his hearing, despite the long-time hearing aid 
in his right ear, will be able to keep up with her 
questions.

The reporter says she interviewed Mary 
Ellen before the debate tonight because she 
knew Mary Ellen had to be at work tomorrow 

morning as a city attorney while Myron is retired.
This isn’t the interview I deserve as tonight’s 

winner, Myron thinks.
The reporter, who knows this neighbor-

hood, suggests a small Mexican restaurant 
nearby, which greets them with recorded, loud 
Mexican guitar music. Myron decides not to 
object to the place. Only a few tables are filled.

They order a guacamole dip and two beers. 
The reporter drinks from the bottle while Myron 
asks for a glass for his beer.

“I asked Mary Ellen,” the reporter begins, 
“how someone only in her early thirties if elected 
can be a strong City Councilwoman. So it’s appro-
priate to question what special qualities that you at 
seventy would bring to represent this district.”

Myron discusses The Retired Person’s 
Dating Film, which he and his friends made, 
and that this video is finally selling well. He 
notes that the media has quoted seniors saying 
the movie helped them enter into new relation-
ships, putting them more in touch with their 
vitality—and to also consider getting involved in 
public leadership opportunities.

Myron stops, as the reporter continues 
to write, and when she looks up Myron again 
notices small areas of acne on her cheeks and 
sympathizes for her youth, while wondering 
how long will it take for enough reporters to get 

stories out on the potential of senior leadership.
The reporter nods to herself and then 

speaks: “There have been seniors who are ill, 
home-bound, who’ve said the film’s vitality 
theme makes them feel like outcasts. The film’s 
characters enjoy sex—but there are seniors who 
are unable to have sex and complained that 
your film makes them feel stressed. As these 
comments are picked up by the media, will 
voters believe that if you’re elected, you’d support 
policies that don’t consider all the different inter-
ests in the City Council district you’d represent?”

“Our film—its advice, including running 
for office—has been praised by just about all 
organizations that work with seniors. There are 
always a few people, of course, who don’t benefit 
from new initiatives, and, sure, if there is some 
way to help them not feel singled out I’ll work 
on that.”

Myron reassures himself: the press finds a 
weakness and that’s what they try to run with.

“And by the way,” he suddenly says, “my new 
TV commercial doesn’t mention anything nega-
tive about Mary Ellen. Contrast that to typical 
political advertising. My campaign represents 
the new, vital seniors and how we represent 
a leadership, if enough of us are elected, that’ll 
bring political openness and cooperation and 
pressure to get needed laws passed. We have 

built-in time limits to hold office.”
“Mary Ellen said she doesn’t yet have a TV 

commercial because her campaign funds are 
limited.”

“Mary Ellen is sponsored by the established 
political machine. You know she’ll have at least 
one commercial.”

“She didn’t mention at the debate tonight these 
negative comments on your film,” the reporter adds. 
“Also, the handful of seniors, in different parts of the 
country, whom the media has reported as running 
for office and crediting your film for doing it, are 
mostly women. You’re an exception. Is it possible 
we’re experiencing a new leadership growth that’s 
led by women, not seniors?

Myron waits. “I don’t know.”
“There’s been so much in the news about 

how today’s seniors are younger, more vital, 
can stay at their jobs longer, play sports, go on 
exciting trips,” she says—“

Myron nodding—
“But until all this potential does something 

for the rest of us, the public thinks: That’s nice, 
but so what? I’m going to try to follow your 
campaign. It’s a good story.”

The reporter checks her watch and says she 
has to leave. The young believe they have more to 
do than everyone else, Myron thinks.

Allan Luks is anationally recognized social works 
leader and advocate for volunteerism. He is currently 
a visiting professor at Fordham university, where he 
teaches several courses in nonprofit leadership.Learn 
more at http://allanluks.com. Direct email to allan@
allanluks.com.

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 37 – So What?
By ALLAN LUKS

Going through those early years 
with doctor John Casarino 

started, at first, with lies that were, to me, no 
lies at all. They were narratives. In an odd way, 

I did not believe my own life, as I was who I 
was told to be. My name was not my name; my 

parents were not my parents, or I had two sets; 
and I lived in two places. As well, there were no 
pictures to prove or disprove any of it. My story 
was, well, a story. 

My narrative was that my father died before 
I was born, and that my mom adopted a bunch 
of other kids out of the goodness in her heart. 
She had a wonderful heart, but she also had my 
real brother, and five other children belonging to 
her two brothers who took advantage of my

Continued on page 5

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Twenty One – Facts and Fantasies
By BOB MARRONE

 BOOKS

Continued from page 4
mother’s decency and left their kids with her 
when their marriages ended, one through separa-
tion, the other through the death of his wife. In 
both cases, they just looked the other way and 
went on with their lives. My story went on to 
include that I was placed in foster care because 
she knew I would be better cared for, what with so 
many other kids at the inn. I was the consummate 
method actor, dedicated to this story. Fortunately, 
the interactions with John eventually broke down 
the need to hold the narrative, and my life began 
to unfold.

Before we proceed with how the event of my 
life brought me to this point, I want to share a little 
more about the nature of my treatment and the 
therapeutic style, as I saw it, of doctor Casarino.

There he would sit, session after session, 
staring intently, often with his right hand curled 
against the side of his face, his index finger 
pointing straight up in front of his ear.

I am not sure exactly when I realized that 
is was time to stop telling him ‘about ‘ what was 
happening to me, as opposed to what I was feeling 
and the real facts about my life, but it certainly was 
not in those early days. It is important to keep in 
mind that the details flowed out of me in fits and 
starts. My obsessions, sadness, phobias, anxiety 
and other symptoms made for a much fractured 
exchange. One minute I would ask him when I 
was going to get well and the next I was asking 
him why I was such a terrible human being. From 
this disjointed flow of consciousness he would 
have to select what to probe, what to dismiss and 
how to respond using a relatively small number of 
stock answers.

Here are some of my favorites, along with the 
kind of comment by me that prompted them:

“I don’t know from good or bad.” This 
would follow any request by me to determine if 
my behavior in a certain situation was okay. He 
also did not fall for my manipulative attempts to 
replace the words good or bad by my saying, for 
example, “was my action appropriate?”

“What do you think?” or “what do you think 
that means?” By far, the most frequently used 
responses. These followed attempts by me to ask 
him what any given action or type of behavior 
meant. He was ironclad in his refusal to answer 
such questions without putting the issue back in 
my court.

“Where is that coming from?” The title of the 
previous chapter and the most surprising dynamic 
in my therapy. This was used whenever I reacted 
emotionally to something. This would focus me 
on why I felt a certain way, rather than on the inci-
dent leading to my reaction... 

“How does/did that make you feel?” I cannot 
tell you how many times I was asked this ques-
tion in response to the descriptions of the conflicts 

and relationships in my life, both past, and while I 
was going through treatment. Just think of all the 
conversations you have every day, in which people 
do not distinguish between what they mean and 
what they feel, and how they let their morality or 
sense of propriety limit their emotional honesty. 
The example I always use is how when my 
daughter was colicky I fantasized about tossing 
her out the window, lighting a cigarette and 
joyfully waiting for the police. Now, I never did 
such a thing of course. My belief, self control and 
love of my child more than offset the feeling. But 
I felt it.

“What is this need to undue?” This would 
follow my habit of justifying my reasons for my 
feeling the way I did. To use the case of the last 
example involving my daughter, I might have 
followed up the ‘tossing her out the window’ 
comment with “but, of course, I love my daughter 
very much and have never had that feeling again.” 
This would have been one of those moments 
when he would have combined two of his 
comments as in “where does that come from, bob, 
this need to undue?”

“Get out of you head.” Easier said than done 
for the neurotic, obsessive, anxiety depressive. 
This would follow long speeches by me about the 
obsession of the day. To obsess is to lack perspec-
tive. It was also, for me, a way to avoid the real 
issues.

“Remember, Bob, you cannot have closure on 
all of these issues at one time.” This is one that is 
with me and will be always. Most of us who expe-
rience anxiety, whether the garden variety stress of 
a job problem , or the pathological beast that is 
anxiety/depression, suffer from a common thread: 
The need for closure. More expansively, you might 
say the greater the doubt the more we seek guaran-
tees. The more issues we feel doubt about, greater 
still the need for assurance. On an everyday level 
you see it with the bad boss who wants an answer 
five minutes after he/she gives you a project, even 
though it interferes with another project they gave 
you an hour ago. You see it with the high school 
boy or girl who wants to know if the object of 
their affection really wants them too. And, you see 
it in the religions of the world who try and provide 
answers to the unknowable, so that we can sleep at 
night and not wring our hands at the incompre-
hensible reality that is. Even if one of these efforts 
to reverse engineer the answer to the question 
“why are we here,” is right, we cannot be sure. No 
one has come back to tell us. 

Indeed, in this milieu, it was time to get down 
to the issues, past and present.

Bob Marrone is the host of the Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob Marrone, heard from Monday 
to Friday, from 6 – 8:30 a.m., on WVOX-1460 AM. 

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the 
Darkness of Depression

Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available
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Continued from page 6
but really came to prominence when licensed 

by Apple Computer and used on Apple’s Lisa 
and Macintosh computers (Apple later licensed 
the GUI to Microsoft).

Parallel to the GUI development was the 
search by British programmer and consultant Tim 
Berners-Lee for a system to better manage the 
great amount of information developed by visiting 
and resident scientists at the Particle Physical 
Laboratory in Zurich, Switzerland (“CERN”). 
Faced with a multitude of operating systems and 
word processing programs, Berners-Lee came up 
with a method of “tagging” information so that it 
might be found through a common text-based 
interface (actually, Berners-Lee’s system used the 
“telnet” or “terminal” utility program found in all 
major operating systems to “take” users from one 
computer location to others). The system, which 
Berners-Lee called the “World Wide Web” (“the 
Web”) was soon opened to users on the Internet 
who would telnet to “info.cern.ch” to access the 
gateway to information.

While the Web was very useful to scientists 
and educators, it required users to understand 
the arcane interface of the Internet, including the 
telnet utility, and was not something that appealed 
to the general public.

Parallel to the development of the Web 
was Microsoft’s progress in its development of 

the GUI it called “Windows.” Microsoft’s early 
attempts in this area had been plain awful (due 
more to the limitations of its MS-DOS oper-
ating system and the poor displays available for 
“PC-compatible machines” than to poor design 
of the GUI interface). When Microsoft intro-
duced Windows 3.0 and “ported over” GUI 
versions of Word, Excel, and PowerPoint from 
the Macintosh, it seemed to have finally gotten it 
right (it tuned out that Windows 3.0 “crashed” a 
lot but Microsoft took corrective action with the 
release of Windows 3.1.1). 

There was, however, aversion to the adop-
tion of GUIs by the “techie” types who managed 
corporate systems and technical support types. 
They felt that one could “do more” at the 
“command line” and that Windows “slowed 
down” machines -- and so the adoption was slow.

The slow adoption of both the Web and 
GUI interfaces changed dramatically when 
Marc Andreessen, a student at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Eric Bina, 
a co-worker at the university’s National Center 
for Supercomputing Applications (“NCSA”) 
developed “Mosaic,” a graphic “web browser” that 
allowed users to utilize the World Wide Web 
through a GUI interface. Once the computing 
world was exposed to Mosaic which only ran on 
systems with a GUI (Macintosh, Unix with an 
“X-Windows” interface,” and MS-DOS systems 
running Windows 3.1.1), the demand to use 
GUI systems overwhelmed techie opposition and 
the large majority of computer users migrated to 

GUI interfaces.
Shortly after Andreessen graduated, 

he, Bina, and Jim Clark, ex-CEO of Silicon 
Graphics founded Netscape Communications 
(after some unpleasantness with the University 
when they tried to call the new firm “Mosaic 
Communications” because the university was 
about to license the browser to Spyglass, which 
would call it “Spyglass Mosaic” and later license it 
to Microsoft which would make it the basis for its 
“Internet Explorer” (“IE”)).

Bob Metcalfe, an ex-PARCer who devel-
oped the Ethernet networking standard, writing 
in the August 21, 1995 issue of InfoWorld, 
described the early years of Web development 
thusly:

“In the Web’s first generation, Tim 
Berners-Lee launched the Uniform Resource 
Locator (URL), Hypertext Transfer Protocol 
(HTTP), and HTML standards with proto-
type Unix-based servers and browsers. A few 
people noticed that the Web might be better than 
Gopher.

In the second generation, Marc Andreessen 
and Eric Bina developed NCSA Mosaic at 
the University of Illinois. Several million then 
suddenly noticed that the Web might be better 
than sex.

In the third generation, Andreessen and Bina 
left NCSA to found Netscape...”

Netscape’s Navigator Browser eventually 
begat “Firefox” and it, Microsoft’s IE, and Google’s 

“Chrome” became the browsers that now domi-
nate the market. Access to the Web became a 
major impetus for people to buy smartphones and 
tablets and, within twenty years, the Web came 
to dominate most lives -- it is estimated that, by 
the end of 2012, there will be 1,000,000,000 (1 
billion) members of Facebook, a system made 
possible by the existence of the Web.

Business took advantage of the Web by 
offering attractive and efficient systems for 
customers to pay bills; shop for merchandise 
on-line and order it; download books, music, 
movies & television shows; and research what-
ever interests them. Largely unnoticed is the 
fact that these “attractive and efficient systems” 
have made the customer part of the businesses’ 
network and facilitated the loss of jobs of clerical, 
data entry, manufacturing, distribution, retail, real 
estate, travel agency, and many other industries 
personnel.

In the words of Billy Pilgrim, “... and so it 
goes.”

John F. McMullen has been involved in technology 
for over 40 years and has written about it for major 
publications. He may be found on Facebook and his 
current non-technical writing, a novel, “The Inwood 
Book” and “New & Collected Poems by johnmac the 
bard” are available on Amazon. He is a professor at 
Purchase College and has previously taught at Monroe 
College, Marist College and the New School For Social 
Research.

 

 CALENDAR

We finally saw some of the 
white stuff called snow this 
week, sounds like the perfect 
time to settle in with a 
blanket, a cup of joe and this 

week’s “News and Notes.” 
Best wishes go out to State Senator Suzi 

Oppenheimer from Mamaroneck as she has 
announced her retirement and will not seek 
re-election this year after serving 28 years in the 
Senate.

Here’s another offer to get us in shape…the 
White Plains YMCA is offering a free 12-Days 
of Fitness, if you sign up by February 1st, call 
914-949-8030 for details, (if the offers alone did 
it, I’d be in great shape!)

Looking for fresh produce during these 
bone-chilling winter months? The Mount 
Kisco Farmer’s Market is being held all year-
round at the Boys and Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester in association with John Boy’s Farm 
and Slow Food Metro North. The market will 
be home to local farmers, food artisans, chefs 
and bakers who will be around creating unique 
recipes using products that can be found at the 

market. The market will be open from 9am to 
1pm.

My brother-in-law Ken will really enjoy the 
28th annual Great Westchester Toy and Train 
Show being held on Sunday January 29th begin-
ning at 9am at the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains. This is the largest toy and train 
show in the northeast and will highlight antique 
toys and trains. 

I guess it’s never to early to start the job 
search…the Fox Lane Middle School will be 
focusing on the future in March, as the fourth 
annual career day is slated for March 28th. The 
event will have volunteer speakers to engage 
students in classroom discussion and presen-
tation about their jobs, careers, industries and 
career development experiences. The speakers 
will also discuss the educational and skill require-
ments for entering their field. 

Jumping ahead a little to spring, the Chinese 
Acrobats of Hebei are coming to Peekskill 
March 25th. These trained acrobats range in age 
from 19 to 25 and this multi-talented troupe is 
filled with Chinese tradition. The fee is $25 for 
an entertaining night at the Paramount Center 

for the Arts; this magnificent event will begin at 
3pm.

Also going on at the Paramount Center 
for the Arts is the Viver Brasi;’s Feet on the 
Ground happening on February 11th. The 
performance showcases Afro-Brazilian tradi-
tional and contemporary movement, costumes, 
percussion, and voice. This wonderful cultural 
journey begins at 8pm…for more information 
call 914-739-2333.

The Rye Presbyterian Church will be hosting 
an ‘Empty Bowls’ Hunger Relief Fundraiser on 
January 29th at 11am. Empty Bowls is a national 
organization that raises awareness about hunger 
issues. At the event, soups and breads will be 
donated from the Kneaded Bread Bakery in 
Port Chester. So come down and receive a bowl 
of soup and bread in exchange for a donation, all 
proceeds will benefit local soup kitchens.

On March 11th the Caramoor Center for 
the Arts presents its annual Vocal Rising Stars; 
expect music by Poulenc, Weil, Gershwin, Porter, 
Bernstein, but not to worry, no Jeffers singing! 
The cost is $25 and the event begins at 4pm. For 
details call 914-232-1252.

Two things my wife and I certainly enjoy…
Its time to get your dancing shoes on and work 
up an appetite! Le Chateau Restaurant in South 
Salem now offers live music and dancing on 
select Friday and Saturday evenings. Come enjoy 

the atmosphere at this French country estate on 
Saturday January 28th. Call for more dates or to 
make a reservation at 914-533-6631.

Now here is something I definitely have 
to attend. The Bedford Free Library is holding 
Gadgets with Greg on Wednesdays from 3:30 
to 5pm. This student volunteer will help those 
that are confused by their cell phones, ipad, 
computer, or need help downloading eBooks or 
audios, or are simply interested in the latest tech-
nological gadgets. No appointment is necessary.

There will be a wine tasting in Chappaqua 
at the Crabtree’s Kittle House Restaurant and 
Inn on Thursday February 2nd at 6pm. This 
wine tasting will benefit the Open Door Family 
Medical Centers; cost is $35 for advance regis-
tration and $40 at the door...for tickets call 
914-502-1414. 

Well, all my girls have returned to school, so 
I’ll have plenty to time for next week’s column…
we’ll see you then.

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch of 
MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008. 
As president he has seen rapid growth of the company 
with the signing of numerous clients. He resides in 
Bedford Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

Creative Disruption is a 
continuing series examining the 
impact of constantly accelerating 
technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally 

happen under our personal radar until we find that 
the world as we knew it is no more.
Interlude

The last two columns have dealt with 
how technology has impacted specific indus-
tries. Before I proceed with other industries, I’ll 
examine how we got to where we are by looking 
at the most important technological innovation in 
the last twenty years: The Graphic Browser for the 
World Wide Web. 

It is hard to believe that the Graphic Browser 
has been around for less than twenty years and 
really did not come into common use until 1995-
1996. In that short time, it has changed how we 
gather information, shop, pay bills, advertise, keep 
in touch with family and friends -- in short, most 
of the things we do.

As with most innovation, the graphic 
browser did not just fall out of the sky but was the 
confluence of years of thought with hardware and 
software development. Throughout the history of 
scientific progress, many innovators and science 
fiction writers have seen things as they “should be” 

or “will be” long before the technology was 
available to implement the vision. Perhaps 
the most famous is Leonardo DaVinci’s 
drawings of submarines and “flying 
machines” long before the technology 

existed to make these visions viable.
The idea that later became the World 

Wide Web originated as World War II was 
winding down. Two great discoveries came out 
of World War II, the Atomic Bomb and the 
first working electronic digital computer, the 
ENIAC (“Electronic Numerical Integrator And 
Computer”) -- both developed under govern-
ment funding, by the way.

The ENIAC development effort set the 
standard for future major computer systems 
development -- it was late and over budget -- 
but it was a landmark development that paved 
the way for all future computer development. 
While the reason for its development was the 
rapid calculation of gunnery trajectories, those 
involved realized that computers would have uses 
other that those related to the military. One of the 
developers, J. Presper Eckert, suposedly envisioned 
that twenty-five computers like this could satisfy 
all the business needs of the US through the end 
of the twentieth century (he underestimated a tad 
-- my iPhone4 has much more power than the 
ENIAC and I don’t run many businesses with it).

A more prescient view was put forth 
by Vannevar Bush in a July 1945 article for 
the Atlantic Monthly, “As We May Think” 
(http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/

archive/1945/07/as-we-may-think/3881/). Bush, 
former Dean of MIT School of Engineering 
and science advisor to FDR (from which posi-
tion he oversaw both the development of the 
A-Bomb and ENIAC), saw computers as tools 
that would aid humans in research. While he had 
the equipment all wrong -- what was needed to 
make the system he envisioned work was decades 
away -- his idea of a computer that had access to 
and could retrieve all possible information that 
one might need became the basis for what we 
now know as the World Wide Web, Wikipedia, 
Google Search, etc.

Bush also pointed out that we think and 
want information in an “associative” manner, 
which is different from the “linear” manner in 
which we read (start to finish, top to bottom). 
When reading an article or discussing a subject, 
our minds constantly jump -- ex. when reading 
the above, you might wish more information 
about Bush or WWII or FDR or the A-Bomb; 
in his vision, you could go off on a tangent, obtain 
the information, read it and come back to where 
you were -- or go deeper into other subjects -- 
Eleanor Roosevelt, Japan, Alan Turing or any 
other subject found as you burrowed further away 
from the original article.

Bush’s theories were further refined by 
Theodor Holm “Ted” Nelson, who, in 1964 
coined the term “HyperText” to refer to mate-
rial that went “deep” rather than “long.” So, for 
instance, if you wished more information about 
Alan Turing mentioned above, you could point 

at or “click” Turing’s named and “go deeper” to 
get more information. The term hypertext was 
expanded to “HyperMedia” as audio, graphic, and 
video computer files came into being.

Nelson had begun work in 1960 on a system 
which he called Project Xanadu to bring his ideas 
to fruition (he documented his efforts and plans 
in his 1974 very interesting and unusual book 
“Computer Lib / Dream Machine” and, at the 
time of this writing, his work continues (http://
xanadu.com/).

Another key player in this story is Alan Kay. 
A computer scientist and visionary, Kay is well-
known for the phrase that he coined, “The best 
way to predict the future is to invent it;” more 
importantly for this narrative, he helped to invent 
it in two ways.

While at Xerox Palo Alto Research Center 
(“Xerox PARC”), Kay wrote an article in Byte 
Magazine in 1978, describing the “Dynabook”, 
his vision of a computer the size of a yellow pad 
which students would carry around and, when 
information was needed, would obtain it from an 
invisible net in the sky -- and this was before there 
were laptops, tablets, or an accessible Internet.

Kay, also at Xerox PARC, was part of a team 
with Adele Goldberg, Larry Tessler, and others, 
that developed the first object-oriented program 
language, “SmallTalk”, and then used it to develop 
the first Graphical User Interface (“GUI”). The 
GUI was used on Xerox’s Alto and Star systems 

Continued on page 7
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 CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Creative Disruption
By JOHN F. McMULLEN

Creative Disruption

 EDUCATION

YONKERS, NY -- The Institute for Health 
Education and Research at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital is offering a Phlebotomy/EKG 
Certificate Program. Class is held for six weeks, 

three days a week from 5:00pm – 9:00pm, with 
40 clinical hours during the day beginning 
Monday, March 19, 2012. The cost for this class 
is $1,400 (plus a $40 registration fee); a payment 
plan is available.

Class will be held at St. John’s Riverside 
Hospital, Andrus Pavilion; 967 North Broadway; 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10701

For more information call the Institute 
for Health Education and Research at 
914-798-8965.

To Register contact Brenda Hartley at 
914-964-4274.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by directing 
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing to between 
350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone contact is 
requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor will be 
accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.

Phlebotomy/EKG Certificate Program

http://www.stetsonrealestate.com
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Historians have long puzzled 
over Anthony’s Nose, the name 
of the granitic prominence at 
the southern gateway to the 
Hudson Highlands that serves 

as the eastern anchor of the Bear Mountain 
Bridge.

Two possible origins are recorded for the odd 
name of this topographic feature. One is Spanish, 
the other, Dutch. Let’s explore the Spanish claim 
first.
Spanish Claims

From time to time, an elusive tale surfaces 
and asserts that Esteban Gomez--not Giovanni 
da Verrazzano--discovered the Hudson River, 
which he named for St. Anthony.

That Gomez, a Portuguese sailing for the 
Spanish crown, explored and mapped the North 
American coast a year after Verrazzano’s 1524 
voyage is not in dispute. Gomez may indeed 

have given the saint’s name to our river. On later 
Spanish maps, a Rio San Antonio is shown at 
about this latitude.

Maritime historian Samuel Eliot Morison, 
however, gives solid credit to Verrazzano, sailing 
for the French, for the discovery of the river. In 
his fascinating and diligently researched work, 
The Great Explorers: The European Discovery 
of America, Morison devotes an entire chapter 
to the exploratory voyages of Verrazzano between 
1524 and 1528.

Gomez, on the other hand, gets short shrift 
from Morison. He is mentioned--unflatteringly 
and only in passing--on six scattered pages. After 
fomenting a mutiny, Gomez took over the San 
Antonio, one of the ships of Magellan’s expedition, 
and returned to Spain, where he became a teller of 
lies about Magellan. Morison says nothing about 
the 1525 voyage of Gomez.

No evidence exists, however, that Verrazzano 

or Gomez penetrated any deeper into the conti-
nent than the Upper Bay. As former Westchester 
resident Robert Boyle pointed out in his now-
classic 1969 work The Hudson River, the true 
honor for the discovery and exploration of the 
river falls to the navigator after whom it is named: 
Henry Hudson, sailing for the Dutch

The Gomez story is occasionally embellished 
locally with the claim that he reached the Hudson 
Highlands. According to this legend, as his ship 
sailed past the highest peak on St. Anthony’s feast 
day, June 13th, he named it St. Anthony’s Nose.

Continued on page 9

 EMPLOYMENT

Have an interest in a career in law enforcement 
and making a difference in your community? 
Interested in a position that pays well and 
has great benefits? Then you might consider 
becoming a Westchester County correction 
officer.

Westchester County is looking for candi-
dates interested in taking the Civil Service 
Examination for Correction Officer. The exami-
nation will be given on April 14, but interested 
candidates must file to take the exam by Feb. 10. 
The list of qualified candidates will be used for 
four years.

The Department of 
Correction is the largest 
law enforcement agency in 
Westchester County. Over the 
next few years, the department 
anticipates having numerous 
openings due to retirements. 
Starting base salary for correction 
officers is $50,125. Candidates 
must be at least 21, have a high 
school diploma and be U.S. citi-
zens. In addition to passing the 
civil service examination, there are 

other exam and entry-level 
requirements. Westchester 
County is an equal oppor-
tunity employer. (See www.
westchestergov.com/correc-
tion for more information 
about the department.)

“This is a great time for 
candidates who are interested 
in becoming a correction 
officer,” said Commissioner 
of Correction Kevin M. 
Cheverko, who himself 

started as a correction officer in 1985 and moved 
up the ranks to his current position.

To obtain the job announcement, exam 
study guide and exam application, go to www.
westchestergov.com/hr<http://www.westches-
tergov.com/hr>. In addition, you may call Sgt. 
Pam Marable of the department’s Community 
Affairs Unit at (914) 231-1370 or email her at 
pmms@westchestergov.com<mailto:pmms@
westchestergov.com>.

Marable said that being a correction officer 
involves much more than just watching over 
prisoners, as officers can specialize in certain 
areas. “I take a lot of pride in my profession,” she 
said. “Correction officers play a role in showing 
that there are choices and consequences in life. 
No day is ever the same and the work is hard, but 
the salary and benefits are great.”

Westchester County Announces Correction Officer Recruitment Drive
Interested candidates Must Apply by February 10 to Take the April 14 Civil Service Examination

 HARNESS RACING

YONKERS, NY -- As a public service, anyone 
who has access to a set of flame-retardant driver’s 
colors, please contact Jason Bartlett immedi-
ately... ‘cause the lad is on fire.

Bartlett, who spent the latter part of 2011 
sidelined with a sprained ankle--forcing his 
withdrawal from future NBA drafts--has spent 
the early part of 2012 making up for lost time.

He’s thrown down the gauntlet to the 
tune of a dozen victories in 23 drives, all during 
Yonkers Raceway’s first two nights of racing.

Bartlett wasted no time 
getting his picture taken, 
winning Friday night’s four 
races, then that evening’s 
$33,000 co-featured Filly and 
Mare Open Handicap Pace 
with Breakheart Pass. He 
finished off Friday, January 
13th with a 31-1 last-turning-
for-home winner before 
winning both halves of Saturday’s early daily 

double.
“I’ve been on good horses 

and they’ve been in good 
spots,” Bartlett said. “It’s sort 
of all fallen into place. You 
just keep going out there and 
doing your best.

“The ankle’s not 100 
percent, but sitting in the bike 
was never the problem, even 
when I first hurt it (in early 
December). I’m getting more 
mobile, but I’m sure it’s going 
to be a while.”

Bartlett was the 

Raceway’s runaway driving champ from 2008 
through 2010 before finishing second in the 
standings to George Brennan a season ago.

Yonkers’ usual five-night-per-week 
(Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday/Saturday) 
returns this week. First post for all programs 
remains at 7:10 PM. Evening simulcasting 
accompanies all live programs, with afternoon 
simulcasting available around the NYRA 
schedule.

Frank Drucker is publicity director for Empire City 
@ Yonkers Raceway.

Bartlett Begins 2012 On A Roll
By FRANK DRUCKER

Jason Bartlett

 HISTORY

Anthony’s Nose and the Bear Mountain Bridge looking eastward from the Hudson River.

Solving the Riddle of Anthony’s Nose
By ROBERT SCOTT

Continued from page 8
Nice try--but no cigar. Anthony’s Nose--or 

St. Anthony’s Nose, if you insist--is not the highest 
mountain in the area. And the progression of this 
mountain’s names went in the opposite direction-
-and then back again. First called Anthony’s 
Nose early in the 17th century, toward the end 
of the 18th century, it mysteriously became St. 
Anthony’s Nose. Just as mysteriously, in the 19th 
century it became Anthony’s Nose once again.

As a college student majoring in geology 
and an avid hiker, I came to know the trails and 
peaks of the rugged Hudson Highlands. Storm 
King, Crow’s Nest, Bear Mountain, and the 
Dunderberg Massif on the western side of the 
river, and Mount Beacon, Breakneck and Bull 
Hill on the eastern side are all taller and more 
impressive than Anthony’s Nose, which barely 
reaches 900 feet. It is still the highest point in 
Westchester County, easily nosing out Dickerson 
Mountain on the old Valeria property.
Dutch Origins of Anthony’s Nose

Solid evidence exists for the name’s Dutch 
provenance. In the years after Hudson’s explo-
ration of the river in 1609, Dutch pilots sailing 
their sloops on the river named every prominent 
natural feature useful for navigation, including 
Anthony’s Nose.

Identifying a specific Dutchman as the 
Anthony of the nose is not easy. Early sources give 
that honor to Antoine de Hooges, an official of 
the colony of New Netherland at Fort Orange 
(Albany).

In his 1836 Letters About the Hudson and 
Its Vicinity, magazine publisher Freeman Hunt 
described a visit with Philip Van Cortlandt at 
the Upper Manor House near Peekskill. Van 
Cortlandt, who had joined the American cause in 

the Revolution and became a 
brigadier general, liked to be 
addressed by his military title.

Hunt wrote: “General V. is the owner of 
Anthony’s Nose (on the river), as it is called. He 
gave me the origin of that name.” Van Cortlandt 
claimed that the peak was named before the 
Revolution for a Capt. Antony Hogans who had 
an enormous nose. Antony Hogans was probably 
the Anglicization of Antoine de Hooges. This 
would have been a likely name conversion in a 
society moving from Dutch to English.

Washington Irving later recounted an often-
repeated anecdote about the naming of the 
mountain in his whimsical 1809 satirical work, 
Knickerbocker’s History of New York. Irving 
insisted it was named for the prodigious and 
bejeweled nose of Anthony Van Corlear, Peter 
Stuyvesant’s courier, who was dubbed “Anthony 
the Trumpeter” and who drowned trying to swim 
across Spuyten Duyvil Creek.

The late Richard Lederer spent a good part 
of his life tracking the origins of Westchester’s 
names. In his exhaustive The Place Names of 
Westchester County, he records that the name 
Anthony’s Nose was first used in the 1683 Indian 
deed to Stephanus Van Cortlandt, patroon of Van 
Cortlandt Manor.

Perceiving a nose in this rocky mass was 
not easy for some observers of the mountain. 
Inveterate traveler James Kirke Paulding noted 
in his 1828 guidebook, The New Mirror for 
Travellers, “The most curious thing about it is that 
it no more looks like a nose than my foot.”
The Impermanence of Place Names

Place names often undergo transferred iden-
tities. Consider the famous “Turk’s Face,” a rocky 
feature on Breakneck Mountain, itself sometimes 
called Turk’s Face Mountain. Long a landmark 
for travelers on the Hudson about two miles 

north of Cold Spring, this rock formation bore a 
striking resemblance to a human face.

One indefatigable English traveler, John 
Maude, jokingly remarked in 1800 about the 
Turk’s Face during a voyage between Albany 
and New York City: “The profile of the Face 
Mountain so strongly resembles the profile of the 
human face, that I had for some time my doubts 
whether art had not assisted in improving the 
likeness. I have seen other blockheads which did 
not possess so sensible a countenance.”

In 1846, a rapacious quarryman blew Turk’s 
Face to smithereens. With one mighty blast of 
black powder, Capt. John Deering Ayers reduced 
10,000 tons of picturesque scenery to a pile of 
rubble. Ayers blew himself to kingdom come a 
few years later while checking an explosive charge 
that failed to go off. Conservationists of the period 
saw his violent end as justly deserved retribution.

Despite the disappearance of the stone visage, 
the name Turk’s Face Mountain persisted. By the 
beginning of the 20th century, however, the long-
vanished Turk’s Face was being remembered as 
St. Anthony’s Face, according to Wallace Bruce, 
author of a series of popular guidebooks to the 
Hudson River. References to it as St. Anthony’s 
Face, of course, led to inevitable confusion with 
Anthony’s Nose farther to the south.
St. Anthony’s Nose Again

The first occurrence of St. Anthony’s Nose in 
print was in Charles Carroll’s account of a passage 
through the Hudson Highlands by sloop in April 
of 1776. Carroll, a member of the Continental 
Congress, was sailing up the Hudson with Ben 
Franklin on an unsuccessful mission to Canada to 
get the Canadians to join the American cause. He 
later signed the Declaration of Independence and 
became a U.S. senator.

Carroll recorded that the vessel encountered 
a storm in sailing around “the cape called St. 

Anthony’s Nose,” where a blast off the mountain 
tore the sloop’s mainsail to shreds. An aquatint 
etching by J.W. Edy, after a drawing by G.B. 
Fisher, bears the title, View of St. Anthony’s Nose 
in the North River, Province of New York, 1795. 
More recently, an early name of the hamlet at 
the little-used Manitou railroad station was St. 
Anthonysville.

The derogative quality of the name St. 
Anthony’s Nose has always been bothersome to 
this writer. Would any sincerely religious person 
disparage a gentle saint like St. Anthony of Padua, 
a Portuguese-born Franciscan monk and patron 
saint of the poor? According to legend, he once 
preached to an attentive audience of fish.

St. Anthony’s Nose has the same derisive, 
antireligious ring found in comparative references 
to the posterior part of a roast chicken or turkey. 
(Depending upon one’s prejudices, this usage 
described it as “the Parson’s Nose” or “the Pope’s 
Nose.”)

In his Dictionary of Slang and 
Unconventional English, Eric Partridge notes the 
latter expression first appeared in print in 1788. 
This would agree timewise with the corruption 
of Anthony’s Nose to St. Anthony’s Nose. If 
derogation was the objective behind calling it St. 
Anthony’s Nose, Charles Carroll’s unwitting and 
unquestioning use of the term is ironic: Carroll, 
one of the richest men of his time, was a promi-
nent Roman Catholic layman.

We should not conclude that abandonment 
of the saint’s name and the return to the use of 
Anthony’s Nose on today’s maps necessarily 
represents a setback for the good father. Think of it 
instead as another small victory in a never-ending 
battle against mindless bigotry.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and avid 
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.
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Solving the Riddle of Anthony’s Nose

 MARKETING

The concept of authen-
ticity is tremendously 
important in public rela-
tions and marketing 

– ultimately, honesty and respect, and 
how you express that to your audience 
is the essence of authenticity and of 
the personal aspect of any brand. Every 
decision related to marketing authen-
ticity should start with the question: 
“If I were the person on the other end 
looking at this, what would make me 
feel welcome and included?” Clearly 
Paula Deen has been oblivious to the 
concept of authenticity and trust – she’ll 
do whatever it takes to make money.

Deen, a celebrity chef has built her 
brand around fat-laden recipes – and 
today’s announcement that she has had 
Type 2 diabetes for about three years 
and has signed on to be the spokes-
woman for Novo Nordisk AS, which 
makes diabetes drugs leaves many of 
us in the marketing world in shock. 
Obesity increases people’s risk for 
Type 2 diabetes, and Novo Nordisk is 
now launching a marketing campaign 
around Ms. Dean and healthy recipes. 
Dean has built her brand around 
recipes like “Fried Butter Balls”, and 
“Deep-Fried Mac and Cheese”, pushes 
cookbooks filled with fatty foods – and 

her brand is the definition of un-healthy 
foods according to countless medical 
experts. What’s next? Charlie Sheen 
and Lindsay Lohan hosting Sesame 
Street? Philip Morris selling cancer 
drugs?

Marketing campaigns work best 
when they are authentic and consumers 
trust – which this campaign is the exact 
opposite of. I predict this will anger and 
confuse consumers. Will she continue 
selling her old recipes at the same time 
as hawking the new products she’s 
endorsing? Is Deen going to change all 
her shows and recipes – and if we listen,

Continued on page 10

Charlie Sheen to Host Sesame Street?
As Absurd as Paula Deen a Spokesperson for Diabetes Drugs…

By RONN TOROSSIAN

http://www.westchestergov.com/correction
http://www.westchestergov.com/correction
http://www.westchestergov.com/correction
http://www.westchestergov.com/hr
http://www.westchestergov.com/hr
http://www.westchestergov.com/hr
http://www.westchestergov.com/hr
mailto:pmms@westchestergov.com
mailto:pmms@westchestergov.com
mailto:pmms@westchestergov.com
http://www.5wpr.com/
http://www.yorktownjewelers@yahoo.com
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Continued from page 10
often following the common adage that “Blood 
Leads” in news coverage, the last decades have 
shown impressive and significant world progress 
in four essential areas even before 2011. Statistics 
on recent decades of Violence In War Deaths 
are way down. Extreme Poverty in national 
percentages around the world are also signifi-
cantly down; Democracy in terms of political 
rule is up, although far from complete. And 
Civil Rights including conditions for women are 
dramatically better. United Nations Millennial 
Development Goals are well on their way to 
actual achievement! It is actually demonstrated 
that Progress is possible! The year 2011 should 
be further encouragement that our vision and 
efforts can be rewarded, despite the obvious risks 
of serious declines in all these key aspects of life 
if some proposed destructive or mislead leaders 
are chosen. The year ahead tests our ability to 
demand constructive leadership.

Just a few days ago even the principal leader 
of a major Christian sect, the Pope, decried the 
descent of Christmas to become a regrettable 
mere festival of consumption, of buying goods, 
[exemplified by hundred thousands of dollars for 
full page ads in the New York Times for tens of 
thousand dollar massive diamond rings,] rather 

than the original religious celebration upon the 
birth of the founding leader of good will peaceful 
Christianity.

The long-standing and grotesquely accel-
erating, unsustainable class warfare, run for so 
long by the American Royals, the So-Called 
Republicans: controlled by the one tenth of one 
percent of the United States and abroad, it has 
made possible the manipulation of the people: 
the 99.9 percent of our nation and the world, as 
Noam Chomsky generally pointed out years ago 
in his book Manufactured Consent. This long-
standing conspiracy to blind nearly all of citizens 
from recognizing the true class struggle has been 
led through a ‘Five-M-Campaign’ by Money 
Mad Mass Media Moguls. Surely 99 Percent is 
the most important phrase of this year and more!

By another Christmas / New Years season, 
11 months from now, what new historic good or 
bad follow-ups will we have seen? We ourselves 
will be both observers, participants in the elec-
toral process [most dramatically for us in our US 
Presidential Election], and also as the recipients 
of consequences!

This historic year or two has been fore-
cast for millennia, perhaps most notably in the 
calendar of the Mayan culture. This is to be the 
time when major societal and/or world change 
will arrive, not the end of time, but the begin-
ning of a new age, building on the current 

paradigm that is commonly seen as dating back 
two millennia ago, as shown on our calendar as 
the Christian Era. It is called by some the New 
Paradigm, beneficent for much better, or for 
much worse, life for all. Are we now awakened 
to take the good fork in the road to this new era?

Another warning has been described by 
astronomers of a massive solar flare, a sun-spot of 
a scale not experienced for more than a century, 
[since before the universal use of electricity and 
widespread reliance on electronic systems], 
with an electromagnet pulse, EMP, magnitudes 
greater than the sun-spot generated EMP a 
decade or so ago that seriously disrupted air 
traffic, GPS devices and other electronic systems. 
Nuclear power facilities and other electrical 
networks are believed to be catastrophically at 
risk. Congress is looking into the matter, but the 
Chinese are reported to be far ahead in building 
defensive devices. Will we insist in the modest 
investments required to prevent forecasted cata-
strophic events?

All these historic events are expected to 
appear around the world, in the next year or so 
with unprecedented social and political change 
and challenging world economic systems. People 
around the world are surely saddened by the 
pathetic display of incompetent and grotesquely 
inappropriate Republican candidates expecting 
to be president of the world’s oldest and most 

powerful democracy, in the United States.
It is unclear that anyone of them has the 

foggiest notion of a path to work us out of the 
current most serious economic declines and 
other current challenges, but they seem gener-
ally inclined to actions that will lead us into more 
serious difficulties. Could we find one that we 
would even vote for as dogcatcher? 

We pray, and in a democracy we are privi-
leged and obligated to act in moving our nation 
and our world to a new age, and without accel-
erating further the destructive and unsustainable 
concentration of wealth and power..

Happy New Year!

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive long-
range facilities planning director for the New York 
Metropolitan Regional Planning Commission; as 
planning director for the New England Regional 
Commission; author of the Citizens’ Workbook on the 
Federal Budget; as a major United Nations official in 
Pakistan; Board Chairman of the Communications 
Committee for the United Nations; Principal 
Representative of Architects / Designers / Planners 
for Social Responsibility to the United Nations; and 
Chair of various action committees including the 
Quaker Regional Committee for Peace and Social 
Order for eight Friends congregations in Westchester, 
Putnam, and Fairfield Counties.

Continued from page 9
 so was she wrong then or is she wrong now?

A spokeswoman for Novo said it chose 
Ms. Deen because she “resonates with people” – 
and while she resonates with people and is well 
known, that doesn’t mean her brand will resonate 
with healthy eating. It’s the definition of hypoc-
risy. Anthony Bourdain, the Travel Channel’s 

resident chef said: “When your signature dish is 
hamburger in between a doughnut, and you’ve 
been cheerfully selling this stuff knowing all 
along that you’ve got Type 2 diabetes... it’s in bad 
taste, if nothing else.” Of course, he previously 
called her our as “the worst, most dangerous 
person to America” because “she revels in unholy 
connections with evil corporations and she’s 

proud of the fact that her food is f***ing bad for 
you.”

Bourdain may not have known just how 
right he was about the unholy connections. 
Shame on Paula Deen – and at least 1 PR firm 
owner. Ronn Torossian is asking Novo Nordisk 
what are you thinking? Is there no other way to 
get attention? Shame on Deen and shame on 
Novo Nordisk.

Ronn Torossian is the CEO of 5WPR, a leading 
New York PR Agency. He’s also the author 
of recently released PR book “For Immediate 
Release” – and a chapter in his book is devoted 
to Authenticity and entitled “Authenticity: Your 
personal calling card.” The book is available at: 
http://www.amazon.com/Immediate-Release-
Deliver-Game-Changing-Relations/
dp/1936661160
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Charlie Sheen to Host Sesame Street?

Movie Review: 
“A Separation” (+)

I enjoyed this film, but I don’t agree with 
other critics who gave it rave reviews.

Simin (Leila Hatami) has arranged to 
permanently leave Iran.   Her husband, Nader 
(Peyman Moadi), has agreed to her departure, 
but he does not want to leave Tehran and won’t 
allow her to take their 11-year-old daughter, 
Termeh (Sarina Farhadi), with her.

Nader’s father, who suffers from dementia 
and needs a caretaker, lives with the family.   
Razieh (Sareh Bayat) is hired to assist the elderly 
man but for religious reasons is unable to fully 
care for him, including bathing him.  An argu-
ment with Nader ensues, and their dispute 
which has a physical aspect ends up in court.   
The issue involving the efforts of Nader’s wife to 
take their daughter out of the country is also a 
matter in the same court.

The acting is excellent and the many issues, 

including the reli-
gious holds on the characters, add up to an 
interesting movie but not, for me, the block-
buster claimed by others.  (My tenuous review 
has nothing to do with the fact that Iran has 
effectively declared war on the U.S. and that it 
planned to kill the Saudi Arabian ambassador 
and blow up the Saudi and Israeli embassies.   
Then there is Iran’s nuclear bomb development 
which I’ll leave for the next review of an Iranian 
film.)  In Farsi (Persian), with English subtitles.
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

Movie Review:  
“Contraband” (-)

As I left the theater, I heard a woman say to 
her companion, “That was so painful.”  Indeed 
it was.

The actors are very professional and the 
energy level of the movie is extremely high.  My 
eyes were riveted to the screen during the many 
sequences filled with criminality, action and 
shootouts.  Nevertheless, the dialogue is ridicu-
lous and overall the film is not worth seeing.  The 
story could have had a rational plot but instead 
contains a hodgepodge of shoot ‘em up, drug-
trade scenes.  In this case, drugs and counterfeit 
American money are brought by cargo ship into 
the U.S. from Panama.   

The movie opens with interesting shots of 
New Orleans.   Countless vehicles and police 

cars arrive on the scene of a robbery in a shipyard 
where bullets are flying everywhere.  The central 
figure is Chris Farraday (Mark Wahlberg) who 
was once a drug smuggler.   He now works 
as a security guard, is married to Kate (Kate 
Beckinsale), and has two children.

Chris is drawn back into the crime scene 
because his brother-in-law, Andy (Caleb Landry 
Jones), is in trouble.  Andy lost $700,000 in drugs 
belonging to a drug mob led by a vicious killer, 
Tim Briggs (Giovanni Ribisi).   To save Andy, 
Chris must replace the drugs which takes him 
to Panama.  Chris asks his best friend Sebastian 
(Ben Foster) to take care of Kate while he is 
gone.  Sebastian tries to rape Kate, leading to an 
unbelievable and ridiculous finale in the film. 

I could go on and on about the outrageous 
episodes in the movie, but it isn’t worth your or 
my time.  I usually enjoy violent films and the 

shedding of blood on the screen, but this picture 
should be avoided, unless you are a masochist 
and enjoy your own pain.

Mark Wahlberg is a terrific actor.  Known 
in his earlier years as Marky Mark, he was a 
tough adolescent, rap singer, and clothing model 
who went on to make millions as an actor and 
producer.  He is now a married man with chil-
dren.  I enjoyed meeting him years ago on the 
set of “We Own the Night,” in which I played 
myself and he starred along with Joaquin 
Phoenix and Robert Duvall.  Someone should 
make a film about Wahlberg’s life.  That would 
be an interesting movie. 

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a 
member of Congress from New York State from 
1969 through 1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

Several questions are offered for 
our action or inaction on how the 
awakening of 2012 will now lead 
us, our nation, and the world to an 
end, or a new beginning ”

We managed to come through the end of 

another year, 12 months of phenomenal, unex-
pected, even historic events. We saw dramatic 
natural phenomena: widespread drought with 
associated large-scale starvation, historic floods, 
accelerating global warming, and other natural 
disasters. Other historic “unnatural phenomena,” 

[that is, man-made] has been made possible by 
growing, widespread education and the near-
universal availability and use of social media 
devices that have powered the Arab Spring and 
the 99 Percent Movement. At long last, national 
and globally disastrous class warfare has been 

recognized!
A few days ago we moved from days on 

the annual calendar of maximum nighttime for 
much of the globe, and thus growing light-time 
each day. This is ‘devoutly to be wished’ as a sign 
of less social darkness and a dawning of move-
ments to more ‘social lightness’, decency, true 
democracy, and general good will.

Despite the common perception of gloom 
and doom, led even by the New York Times 

Continued on page 11

The Awakening
By BOB K. BOGEN

The Awakening

The ‘Arab Spring;’ The US ‘99% Movement;’ and The World 
Wide Political, Economic, and Environmental Awakening

This past week we 
celebrated one of my 
favorite role models Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.

As a child growing 
up in Birmingham, 
Alabama, during 
the Civil Rights 
Movement, there was 

no time for dreams because you were living a 
nightmare and the boogieman was literally “Bull 
Connor” and “Jim Crow.” I had no idea I was 
living during a time that would be remembered 
in American History forever. The violence, the 
hatred, the signs and the segregation were trau-
matic, chipping away at the self-esteem forming 
an inferiority complex.

I know longer reside in Birmingham, I 
actually moved away years ago, but as I observe 
our society some 40 years later both locally and 
nationally we still are far from Dr. Kings dream. 
There are still so many things in our society that 
are unfair, unequal and unjust.

Even with a Black President or as some 
would say a biracial president, he and his Black 
American wife have brought out almost as many 
hateful and mean spirited people in the last 3 
years then I have seen since the Civil Rights 
Movement. I have seen the overt racism of the 
south, covert racism in the north and back to 
some degree of overt racism countrywide.

In America we have an over incarceration 
of Black men and women, the middle class 
is now the under class because of GOP poli-
cies. One Republican candidate calls President 
Barack Obama the “Food Stamp President” 
and himself the “Paycheck President” when in 
essence Americans really believe in the spirit of 
work and employment, but what does one do if 
corporations are not hiring? Besides President 
Obama did not create this mess, the previous 
Administration is responsible for that! It’s like 
moving into a hoarder’s house and having to 
clean up the filthy, stinky garbage they have 
created over the years and having to make it 
clean and fresh in a week.

Let’s look at how education is under fire 
with cutes made to our public school system, the 
lack of jobs for the American people, no health 
care and no affordable housing. Without educa-
tion, you cannot get a job, without a job you 
cannot afford to pay for housing, and without a 
job you cannot afford health care.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 
Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.”

Dr. King believed that education and jobs 
are a constitutional right. There is an old saying 
that if you dream you are falling and you do not 
wake up prior to hitting the bottom; you will die 
in your sleep! I sure hope we wake up soon!

Still Too Far From King’s Dream
By IVY REEVES

http://www.5wpr.com/
http://www.businessinsider.com/author/ronn-torossian
http://www.forimmediatereleasebook.com/RonnTorossianAuthorBio.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/5WPRSpeakers/featured
http://www.amazon.com/Immediate-Release-Deliver-Game-Changing-Relations/dp/1936661160
http://www.amazon.com/Immediate-Release-Deliver-Game-Changing-Relations/dp/1936661160
http://www.amazon.com/Immediate-Release-Deliver-Game-Changing-Relations/dp/1936661160
http://www.citycarting.com
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“Richard III” by Shakespeare is 
his relatively early history play, 
from an era when history was a 
good excuse for melodrama. So 
“Richard III” could have been, 

like his even earlier “Henry VI” trilogy, mere 
melodrama, if the young playwright’s evolving 
genius hadn’t largely elevated it into art.

We now have the 
visiting Anglo-American 
Bridge Company’s final 
offering as directed by the 
highly gifted Sam Mendes, 

and starring the likewise (albeit more narrowly) 
talented Kevin Spacey in the eponymous lead. 
Between the two of them, they return the play 
to melodrama, albeit ingeniously directed and 
grandly acted melodrama.

If decibels were diamonds, Spacey’s Richard 
would be more bejeweled than a nouveau riche 
billionairess. Moreover, few if any Richards 

I’ve seen were as gimpy, humpbacked, and 
wizened-armed as Spacey. Shakespeare lavished 
impairments on Richard, but it takes Spacey to 
inflate them to Macy’s balloon magnitude. Has 
ever actor hobbled as draggingly, crooked his 
back as starkly, as Spacey? Because Shakespeare 
clearly equated deformity with villainy, Spacey 
finds excuses for heaven-storming hamming, or 
if not quite heaven, the last row of the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s capacious Harvey Theater.

It is a spectacular performance, and even if 
short of Laurence Olivier’s in the marvelous

Continued on page 13
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A pig (the animal, not the 
human, variety) in upstate NY 
has been accused of knocking 
off the top of a hot water heater 
and starting a fire in a barn. 

Uh-oh.
Experts opined that the perp in this case 

was curious about the water heater; hence he 
set events in motion that caused the fire. “That’s 

tripe,” oinked the accused pig. He admitted that 
he may be gluttonous, but not curious, joking, 
“The only thing I’m curious about is where my 
next meal is coming from. And when. Curiosity 
killed the cat, y’know. I can’t risk it. Unlike a cat, I 
don’t have nine lives.”

And the pig is furious that nobody has 
listened to HIS side of the story. Wearing a blue 
pin-striped business suit with a special slot for 

his curly little tail, he stood on all fours next to his 
attorney and held a news conference yesterday 
in Grand Central Station in NYC. He oinked, 
“Please remember that I’m innocent until proven 
guilty. It’s the American way.” He summarized 
the case against him, saying, “No eyewitnesses 
willing to testify, no DNA, and no video of the 
event in question. In short, no credible evidence 
at all. The prosecutors have bupkis. If they keep 

yapping about my guilt, I plan to sue.”
A few minutes later, the pig looked at his 

watch and called an end to the press conference. 
“It’s time for my lunch,” he said. “Not even legal 
troubles can cause me to miss a meal.”

On the way out, though, he did pause for a 
moment to look back and remind the dispersing 
crowd of a comment by Sir Winston Churchill: 
“I like pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats look down 
on us. Pigs treat us as equals.”

Enough said.

Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Authors: 
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/ on the 
Internet.

 THE SPOOF

Pig Accused of Setting Fire in Barn, Threatens Lawsuit
By GAIL FARRELLY

Welcome to this edition 
of “Sports Scene,” where 
we take a look at the sports 
action here in Westchester 
County…

Let’s start off this week’s 
action on the mat, in high 
school wrestling …Fox Lane 

beat up Harrison 70 to 12, Yonkers crushed 
Mount Vernon 60 to 18 and New Rochelle got 
the decision over White Plains by the final score 
of 57 to 15. 

Good luck to Austin Taps, a senior tight 
end/defensive end (that’s what I played a million 
years ago) at Stepinac High, has accepted a 
football scholarship to attend University of 
Pennsylvania. In other college recruitment news, 
Penn State University just signed New Rochelle 
resident Jordan Lucas to play for the Nittany 
Lions. Jordon will try out for the starting safety 
position. In baseball, Horace Greeley’s slugger 
Andres Larramendi has decided to attend 
Princeton University and try out for the catcher 
position. 

Over on the hard-court, in boys’ basket-
ball, Valhalla got by Rye Neck 40-39, Terrence 
Tribble hit the winning shot with three seconds 

left and had a game high 21 point and 13 
rebounds. Kennedy beat Lakeland 51 to 42, 
Mike Arini had 15 points on 5-6 shooting from 
the 3 point line.

On the girls’ side of the court, Fox Lane 
beat Harrison 57 to 34, led by senior Allison 
Lombardi, who hit for 23 points and also 
became the first Fox Lane girl to reach 1,000 
career points, great job 
Allison. Briarcliff came 
out on top, as they beat 
Pleasantville 33-24, 
Summer Horowitz 
had 14 points for the 
winners.

Let’s take a look at 
the action in the lanes, 
in high school bowling, 
North Salem rolled by 
Yorktown 7 to 0 and in girls 
play, it was Panas winning by 
the identical score of 7 to 0.

Speaking of bowling…our friends over at 
Grand Prix New York have been known for 
being a great place to have fun and unwind, 
but they are serious about their commitment 
to the community. The first day-long benefit to 
be held at Spins Bowl, Grand Prix New York’s 
19 newly installed bowling lanes, will be the 
Fox Lane Sports Boosters Club’s Winter 2012 
Gala and Fundraiser on January 28, 2012 from 
10:30am to 11:00pm. Proceeds from the event 

will  support baseball and other field renova-
tions at the Fox Lane High School and Middle 
School campuses in Bedford, NY and two 
new, annual, athletic scholarships for an “unsung 
hero” senior boy and girl beginning in June 2012.

“This is a perfect place to hold our winter 
gala,” said Roger Stern, Fox Lane Sports 

Boosters Club president. “Bowling is a fun 
sport for people of all skill levels and 

Grand Prix New York is a great 
place to hang out and socialize, 
even for people who don’t want 
to bowl.”

The event, which will 
include a silent auction, 
will be divided into three 
sessions, all of which will 

include a buffet: 
Session One 

(10:30am-2:00pm) for elemen-
tary age bowlers and their parents. 

Session Two (1:30-4:00pm) for middle 
and high school age bowlers. 

Session Three, for adult bowlers only 
(4:30-11:00pm), will feature two sub-sections, 
including one round from 4:30-7:00 and a 
competitive VIP round from 7:00 to 10:00 
with prizes and other contests. The lanes will 
also flip into Cosmic Bowling mode with dark-
ened lanes, black lights, day-glo pins, a laser light 
show and hip club music. House band, Voodoo 
Carnival, will also perform.

Fox Lane Sports Boosters Club Board 
members Sarah Jeffers, Greg Raue and Lisa 
Raue getting ready to roll at Spins Bowl at 
Grand Prix New York

“We’ve hosted fundraisers for a number of 
international, national and regional charities, 
but it’s especially gratifying to help give back to 
local groups helping out in their communities,” 
said Nat Mundy, Vice President, Marketing 
for Grand Prix New York. “This event for the 
Fox Lane Sports Boosters Club is going to be a 
marathon, but we’re looking forward to making 
it memorable for everyone involved.”

Diving into the pool…Hackley swam past 
Sacred Heart by the final score of 91 to 78.

It looks like all the area sports teams are 
all playing pretty well and if I haven’t thrown 
too many gutter balls at the Fox Lane Sports 
Boosters event…I’ll see you next week.

 SPORTSSCENE

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS

Continued from page 12
movie version, nevertheless a legend in the 
making. The actor has more tricks up his sleeve 
than a master magician in his top hat. To cite 
only two: take his ability, called for by the text but 
carried to new heights, to switch in the middle of 
dramatic declamation to an intimately conspira-
torial whisper into the audience’s ears. And also 

the near-throwing away of sarcastic lines, aptly 
suggesting unvoiced pernicious thoughts.

The rest of the large cast ranges from 
competent to commanding; I single out the 
Queen Elizabeth of Haydn Gwynne, who, 
along with the scarcely less impressive Margaret 
of Gemma Jones, shows what powerful roles 
Shakespeare could write for women.

Mendes comes up with wonderful touches, 
too. He keeps the first half of this long play 
more or less realistic, with only the executions 
suggestively symbolic; then makes the second 
half, particularly the demanding Bosworth Field 
battle scenes, inventively expressionistic, such as a 
modern-dress production pretty much imposes. 
(Whether modern dress is a good idea remains 
debatable.)

Noteworthily, Tom Piper’s somewhat 
limited set, consisting of 18 doors surrounding 
empty space, subsequently opens onto those 
doors now realligned on two sides, forming a 
vista seemingly receding to infinity. There is also 
clever projection, notably in the scene where 
Richard, feigning reluctance, assumes the crown 
thrust upon him by the populace. A large screen 
descends from above, on which we see Spacey 
winking and hoodwinking away in cinematic 
close-up as an invisible crowd cheers him on. 
There are also a number of drums in several 
scenes appearing to produce a formidable tattoo, 
ceremonial or martial.

This interesting production has only one 
manifest flaw: Chuk Inougi’s colorless portrayal 
of that fascinating scoundrel Buckingham.

The South African playwright Athol 
Fugard is a thought-provoking case. For 
many years he was the white conscience 

of his country, temerariously criticizing apartheid 
from the inside, rather than safely from without. 
It now appears that we have honored the risk 
more than the writing.

The Signature Theater will soon be offering 
a minor Fugard retrospective; meanwhile we 
have “The Road to Mecca” revived by the 
Roundabout Theatre Company. Although it is a 
careful, respectable production on Broadway, it is, 
I say it regretfully and in spite of pleasant memo-
ries of the Off Broadway mounting, rather dull. 
The reason has become obvious enough: the 
characters are now too generalized, the locale 
almost nonspecific; the story too commonplace.

Miss Helen, a near-recluse in her seventies, 
is living in a small village of the Karoo, an arid 
South African plateau.Long widowed after a 
loveless marriage, this Afrikaner has found solace 
in turning to sculpture, and has peopled her 
garden with weird, downright scary figures she 
loves. No longer inspired and essentially alien-
ated, she harbors thoughts of suicide. Her almost 
only true friend is the feisty 31-year-old Anglo 
schoolteacher Elsa Barlow, now teaching kiddies 
in Cape Town. She arrives after an exhausting 
twelve-hour drive, worried by a disturbing letter 
from Helen.

Helen’s immediate distress stems from the 
efforts of a minister friend, the Reverend Marius 
Byleveld, another Afrikaner, who is trying hard 

to make her trade her large ramshackle house 
filled with idiosyncratic possessions for a mere 
room in a nearby old folks’ home where she 
would be rigorously attended and constricted. 
Marius means well, but is both dogmatic and 
officious, and Elsa, who strongly resents what 
she considers his meddling, wants to prevent 
Helen from signing transfer papers.

There is little more to it than that, although 

facts emerge to reveal messier incidents in both 
women’s recent past, making Marius’s pressuring 
less unwarranted and Elsa’s intervention less 
unassailable.

There are two drawbacks. First that we 
never see those generally execrated statues that 
Helen calls her life-saving 
Mecca; second, that this 
nonpolitical play is not 
informed by Fugard’s 
anti-apartheid passion. 
The result is that despite 
fine acting by Rosemary 
Harris, Carla Gugino and 
Jim Dale, sound direction 
from Godon Edelstein, 
and evocative décor by 
Michael Yeargan, we are 
left relatively uninvolved.

Photos by and courtesy of 
Joan Marcus.

 John Simon has written 
for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, 
music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New 
Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review,New York 
Magazine, Opera News, 

Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.com

Chandler Williams and Kevin Spacey.

Kevin Spacey and Annabel Scholey.

Kevin Spacey.

Kevin Spacey.
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From England to South Africa

From England to South Africa
By JOHN SIMON

Kevin Spacey sitting on his throne.
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Of the many famous pubs, there is 

O’Donohue’s, just across from the Merrion, 
renowned for hosting the original band, The 
Dubliners, in the mid 1960’s. O’Donohue’s 
has an outside beer garden basked in red light, 
a haven for smokers. Inside or outside, there’s 
always a friendly hubbub of conversation. If 
you like Jazz there’s Sweeney’s Bar or JJ Smyths; 
you’ll find Rock and Pop at the Button Factory 
or Whelan’s. Classical high brows can hear top 
orchestra or chamber music performances at 
NCH John Field Room and George’s Hall 
in Dublin Castle. And what’s a trip to Ireland 
without Irish theater? Dublin’s stages include 
Viking, Abbey and Gates Theatres, to name a 
few.

Heading southeast towards Ashford Castle, 
(www.ashford.ie) is the Kilbeggan Distillery, 
a smaller, but well known Irish whiskey but 
rare in the U.S. (www.cooleywhiskey.com). 
Kilbeggan is part of Ireland’s popular Whiskey 
Trail which has 36 stops throughout the country 
and includes distilleries and well known, histor-
ical pubs (www.irelandwhiskeytrail.com). Irish 
whiskey used to be a popular export to the states 
until prohibition in the 1930’s when suddenly 
sales plummeted and many distilleries closed 
down. By the late 20th century many distilleries 
were revived and re-emerged into the market 
place. Jameson is leading the way with one of the 

biggest alcohol marketing budgets worldwide.
One of the better known and well estab-

lished luxury resorts is the Ashford Castle in 
Mayo, 45 minutes from Galway. A long time 
favorite of the rich and famous - from Princess 
Grace to Tony Blair to John Travolta – you can 
see over a hundred photographs of celebrities 
at the castle’s mezzanine floor. Built in 1228, 
Ashford was founded by the Anglo-Normans 
de Burgo family, who built several castles 
throughout the province. Set on 450 acres 
with a spectacular backdrop of forests, lakes 
and mountains, Ashford Castle dreamily puts 
you back in time. But not back too much. The 

castle boasts 83 rooms, including five suites, a 
health spa, and a superb restaurant, the George 
V Dining Room. In the lounge adjacent to the 
restaurant a pianist serenades folks relaxing in 
overstuffed couches and chairs with small tables 
to dine informally. A full Irish breakfast (compli-
mentary) includes smoked salmon, black and 
white pudding, smoked kippers, freshly baked 
white soda bread, eggs, sausage, bacon and fresh 
pastries – a morning meal fit for a king.

The medieval structure has all the nooks 
and crannies and towers and walls are bedecked 

with period art from the 18th and 19th century. 
The sports facilities include a nine hole golf 
course, clay target, horse back riding, archery. The 
castle is on the shores of Lough Corrib and a 
day cruise takes you to the island of Inchagoill 
– cocktails are served on board. Ashford is also 
home to Ireland’s Falconry School where you 
can see and hold incredibly beautiful hawks and 
owls. If you venture off the grounds, it’s walking 
distance to the small village of Cong where there 
are restaurants whose fare is moderately priced 
and whose pubs are friendly and fun. There’s also 
a delightful art gallery, Cong Art (www.congart-
gallery.com).

Also, don’t miss the incredible Irish crafts 
which can be found in places like the National 
Craft Gallery in Kilkenny, several shops in 
Galway, The Hunt Museum in Limerick, 
Victory Centre in Dublin. For a full list check 
www.craftinireland.com.

No matter what time of year, (I traveled in 
November) Ireland is a “must-see” for those of us 
with wanderlust and the passion to experience 
life on the other side of the Atlantic.

Photos by Abby Luby and courtesy of Abby Luby 
Photo.

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, 
“Nuclear Romance” was recently published. Visit the 
book’s website, http://nuclearromance.word-
press.com/.
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Old Jameson still at Jameson museum in 
Dublin.

Oscar Wilde Statue in Dublin Park.

Ireland Indulgence

 TRAVEL

Go ahead. Be extravagant. Travel 
to Ireland and stay at some of the 
most beautiful spots in Europe, 
including a 12th century castle 
gracing the verdant countryside, 

or a sophisticated Dublin hotel right in the heart 
of the country’s capital.

Ireland is a great place to visit because 
tourism is one of the country’s main indus-

tries – the people are 
congenial, gracious, 
hospitable.

Dublin richly 
integrates the histori-
cally quaint with high 
cosmopolitan energy. 
The metropolis has 
very few buildings 
are over eight stories, 
which opens the sky 
and lights up some 
of the ornate govern-
ment buildings and 
museums. Dublin’s 
appeal is diverse and 
there’s something 
for everyone from 
Irish history buffs 
to beer and whiskey 
connoisseurs to art 
aficionados. You can 
walk the entire city 
in a day checking 
key historic sites 
like Trinity College 
(alma mater of Oscar 
Wilde), the Custom 
House, St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Housed in Irish 
Georgian townhouses is the centrally located 
Merrion Hotel (www.merrionhotel.com) and 
is the quintessential high end hotel replete with 
two quiet, 18th century gardens tucked in the 
courtyard. A unique surprise on the walls of 
this five-star hotel is an impressive art collec-
tion, (mainly Irish artists) of work spanning 
the last two centuries to the present. The art 
compliments the hotel’s Georgian interior of 

special period colors, antiques and 18th century 
style furniture and fabrics. The décor is part of 
the mission of the management to veer away 
from the usual sterile furnishings of hotels – and 
create a more “homey” atmosphere – in this case 
it would be a home of the “well heeled.” You can 
rest in the elegant drawing room for afternoon 
tea and drinks. There is a spa, a modest size swim-
ming pool, steam room and gym. The hotel’s 
two restaurants are the Patrick Guilbaud and 
the more casual Cellar Bar set into the building 
foundation vaults. All the 123 rooms and 19 
suites are luxuriously comfortable whether they 
are two bedroom suites ($1700/night) or one 

double occupancy bedroom ($650/night) but 
well worth it, especially the spacious bathrooms 
brandishing heated towels at the ready, large 
bathtubs and separate showers. Room rates vary 
and the Merrion offers great deals like their 
“Luxury Breaks” - the “Dine & Dream” which 
cost about $250 for a night in a standard Queen 
Room and includes a full Irish breakfast and a 
three course dinner for two.

A short walk from the Merrion takes 
you past the National Museum of Ireland, the 
National Gallery, some beautiful parks including 
St. Stephen’s Green and Merrion Square to the 
bustling Grafton Street – a pedestrian shopping 
mall. Of course you can’t go to Ireland without 
checking out the numerous whiskey distill-
eries, and Dublin’s famous Jameson Distillery 
(http://www.jamesonwhiskey.com/). The orig-
inal distillery is now a restaurant and a bar and 
museum that offers an impressively detailed 
tour of life size dioramas walking you through 
the history of Ireland’s famous elixir. Today, the 
real distillery is out of town in Midleton, closer 

to barley fields and fresh 
water, the two essentials for great whiskey. The 
Jameson gift shop offers some delicious whiskey 
not available in the states and you can take it 
back with you as long as you pack it in a checked 
bag or box.

Dublin’s main streets are wide but seduc-
tively tendril out to narrow, cobblestone alleys, 
each one entreating, beckoning you to leave 

the mainstream, international franchises 
for the small arty boutiques and shops. The 
street signs are in two languages – Gaelic over 
English, symbolic of the comeback of Gaelic, 
the language of Ireland, after centuries of being 
prohibited by British rule. The Great Famine of 
1845 further deprived the country of the Gaelic 
tongue by those who either died or emigrated 
out of the country. The Gaelic revival started in 
the nineteenth century and efforts to preserve 
the language are still ongoing.

The Samuel Beckett Bridge over the River 
Liffey is a stunning modern landmark and feat 
of engineering that is well worth seeing. Built in 

2009 by Valencian 
architect and world 
famous bridge 
designer Santiago 
Calatrava, the 
bridge is shaped like 
large white sloop, 
symbolic of the 
maritime gateway 
that graces the city. 
Teeming with four 
lanes of traffic, the 
bridge links Guild 
Street north of the 
Quays with Sir John 
Rogerson’s Quay 
on the south. The 
walkway makes it 
pedestrian friendly 
and there is a cycle 
path.

Nightlife in 
Dublin offers a 
plethora of places 
to eat, drink and 
hear good Irish 
music. Exceptionally 
pleasing to the palate 
is Dublin’s own 

Guinness beer, which tastes completely different 
than it does here in the U.S. The word is that 
Guinness has different concoctions of the brew 
for different countries. In Dublin, it’s rich and 
tasty, less carbonated. You can visit the Guinness 
Storehouse, get a good dose of Guinness lore 
topped off with a free pint of the tasty grog.

Continued on page 15

1924 Jameson whisky barrel at the former 
Jameson Distillery, now a museum.

Ashford Castle at sunset.Ashford Castle in County Mayo in Ireland.

Kilbeggan Distillery in Ireland.Stone walls of Ireland; they are everywhere.Cruise ferry at Ashford Castle.Sheep farm in County Mayor, Ireland.

Ashford Castle interior special dining room.Grafton Street in Dublin. Downtown Dublin.

Ireland Indulgence
By ABBY LUBY

ALBANY, NY - Talk 
about seizing the moment. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
presented a $132.5 billion 

budget to the legislature last Tuesday 
afternoon that would increase aid to 
schools, holds aid to local governments 
steady, reduces overall state spending by 
$225 million, and for the first time, Mr. 
Cuomo said he was poised to tackle the 
state’s education establishment head-on, 
announcing that he would appoint a bipar-
tisan commission to recommend reforms 
in the contentious areas of teacher evalua-
tion and management efficiency.

In delivering the annual budget, 
Albany’s status quo of politics and special 
interests, which Cuomo says serves itself 
rather than taxpayers, or even children, were 
once again put on notice.

“We created a sense of optimism and 
hope,” Cuomo said, referring to his and the 
Legislature’s first-year accomplishments.

2011 produced an on-time budget that 
cut spending, including hot-button areas 
such as school aid; The legalization of gay 
marriage; An overhaul of the tax code that 
takes more from the rich and give a small 
break to the working class.

“New Yorkers believe in government,” 
continued Cuomo. “They have hope once 
again for themselves, their state, their fami-
lies and their communities and that is a 
great, great gift.”

Some key elements in Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s 2012-13 budget proposal are:

- Spending would remain essentially 
flat.

- There would be no tax increases, fees, 
or one-shot gimmicks.

- Public school and Medicaid 
funding would be increased 4 
percent, or $805 million.

- Cuomo wants a new system 
for evaluating teachers and princi-
pals that would take into account 

student performance. Schools that don’t 
adopt the new system would risk not 
getting state aid increases in the 2012-13 
and 2013-14 budgets.

- The state would create a plan to 
take over the cost of growth in Medicaid 
spending from counties over the course of 
three years, saving them $1.2 billion over 
the next five years.

- A less costly pension tier for new 
public employees would save the state, local 
and New York City governments $113 
billion over 30 years.

- The New York Works program 
would be used to drive $15 billion in public 
and private funding for infrastructure work 
in coming years, including $5 billion for a 
new Tappan Zee Bridge.

Continued on page 16
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It is Village budget time. In the 
good days when I was a new, 
albeit not a young Trustee, we 
began reviewing finances about 

a month or so before a final budget was due.
But times have certainly changed and 

the Trustees and I had to adapt accordingly. 
The final 2012-2013 Village budget must be 
adopted by law by May 1st, yet we have already 
begun discussions.

Thanks to the expertise of my colleagues on 
the Village Board and the staff at Village Hall, 
the Village budget increases in the past four 
years, which included two 0% tax increases, were 
the lowest of any municipality in Westchester 
County.

It has not been easy and this year’s budget 
will be just as challenging. We know that 
as a result of the State Legislature’s and the 
Governor’s inactivity – and timidity – in the last 
legislative session, the Village will receive a bill 
for State imposed unfunded mandates that will 
equate to well over the Governor’s 2% tax cap. 
Net-net, the highly touted tax cap seems to have 
only assisted the Governor’s Presidential ambi-
tions, not the best interests of New York State 
taxpayers.

We started the budget discussions using 
the current fiscal year’s numbers as a guide. Our 
total Village budget was $13,603,087 in 2011-
2012, with $7,912,956 needed to be generated 
through property taxes, the balance raised from 

revenues to a great degree from the Village 
Court and the Parking Office. This amount 
represented 17.89% of your last year’s Village 
tax bill.

Due to some very serendipitous occurrences 
this past year, we had one-time revenue windfalls 
that will allow us to shore up our fund balance 
back to a level that will secure our AAA bond 
rating, the best attainable for our Village. This 
is particularly important as we initiate our new 
Capital Improvement Program, which requires 
borrowing funds this year. Our 2011-2012 
program will concentrate on borrowing funds 
dedicated to flood mitigation, road repaving and 
technological upgrades as our top priorities.

In the past two out of three fiscal years, we 
achieved 0% tax increases only by trimming our 
Village staff to bare bones. It was not pretty, it 
was extremely difficult. But bottom line, to make 
real inroads reducing a budget, it is not about a 
reduction in supplies or extras, real savings is only 
achieved by reducing personnel. As a result, we 
have precious little left to trim in the upcoming 
budget. Our Police Department is at minimum 
manning and the Department of Public Works 
has two less full time employees than we had in 
years past. In aggregate, in the past five years, the 
Village staff has been reduced by 15%.

The Trustees and I are very aware that the 
Village’s operating budget is just one layer of a 
frankly unprecedented tax obligation shoul-
dered by Village residents.

As a backdrop, before a resident pays taxes 
to fund the Village’s services, residents will be 
sending $1,084,501 to the Town of Eastchester, 
$4,379,795 to the Eastchester Fire District, 
$9,365,413 to the County of Westchester and 
$36,495,024 to support our school and we have 
not even gotten out of Westchester!

To put in perspective, the Fire District bill 
translates into $2,746 per Village household for 
fire protection per year.

Many, many residents have asked the 
Village Board to review the Village’s relationship 
vis-à-vis the Town. According to our compre-
hensive legal investigation, the Village can never 
become an individual municipal entity without 
securing a majority vote of all those living in the 
Town. Based on our generous contribution to 
the Town tax base, our departure seems quite 
unlikely.

Our property tax burden to the County 

of Westchester greatly exceeds the tax dollars 
required to operate the Village, which should 
cause every resident to pause. When our Village 
Treasurer calculated the number, I honestly 
asked him to re-run the numbers because they 
were so staggering.

Based on the above, it is quite logical to 
understand why Westchester County is hemor-
rhaging residents. However, I would argue that 
our Village is unique, not duplicated anywhere, 
and worth the dollars associated with preserving 
our special hometown. However, in light of all 
of the layers of tax burdens on our residents, the 
Trustees and I must be especially vigilant to keep 
our budget in context of that larger picture.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, consider directing your perspective by 
email to: mayor@vobny.com. 

Continued from page 16
for the honor and privilege of representing 
them.  Wherever I go throughout Westchester 
County, I am buoyed by the well wishes and 
support of longtime friends and residents. I have 
enormous faith in the people of New York. If 
they are ever tough on their elected officials, it is 
only because they believe – as I do – that we, as a 
state, can and will be better.

I intend to make 2012 another productive 
year where I can tackle tough issues, move legis-
lation and have an impact in areas where I have 
particular expertise. I am most excited about 
being part of Governor Cuomo’s efforts to bring 
much needed change to Albany by reforming, 
reorganizing and making state government 
effective again.

By the end of this term, I will have served 
28 years in the New York State Senate, following 
eight years as Mayor of Mamaroneck. The senate 
is an institution that I hold very dear to my heart, 
and I count many of my colleagues – on both 

sides of the aisle – 
among my closest 
friends.”

Senator Oppenheimer has always taken 
a bipartisan approach as an elected official. “I 
continue to believe that government at every 
level succeeds when we work together without 
regard to party to find solutions through discus-
sion and compromise,” said the Senator.

She has been an outspoken leader in the 
Senate on a variety of concerns, including 
education, environmental protection, and issues 
affecting women and children. As a former 
League of Women Voters’ President, Senator 
Oppenheimer has long advocated for govern-
mental reforms, including public financing of 
campaigns, open government at all levels and 
reform of the state budget process.

During her years in the Senate, 
Oppenheimer sponsored or co-sponsored over 
300 laws, addressing such areas as education 
reform, the establishment of the Environmental 
Protection Fund, domestic violence, the open 
meetings law, and the needs of local governments 

and not-for-profits.
In 2011, Senator Oppenheimer sponsored 

more bills passing both houses than any other 
Democratic Senator. She sponsored important 
legislation involving Westchester, including 
the landmark law allowing Purchase College 
to develop a senior community housing facility 
integrated onto the campus. She also passed 
government reorganization legislation allowing 
the village and town of Ossining to merge their 
courts and thereby lower costs to taxpayers.

The Senator’s announcement acknowl-
edged many individuals who have helped her 
throughout her long and distinguished career:

“I would like to thank my superb staff in the 
district and in Albany. They are public servants 
in the truest sense of the word and without 
their dedication and tireless work ethic, I would 
not have been able to accomplish all that I did. 
Through the years, we have helped thousands of 
constituents with their personal issues, and we will 
continue to do so throughout the coming year.

I would also like to thank my husband 
Martin and my wonderful children, Marcy, 

Evan, Josh, and Ali. I could not have done my 
job all these many years without their unwav-
ering support and encouragement.

Most important, it is the trust, partnership 
and support of Westchester residents over the 
past 28 years that have made service in the Senate 
so tremendously rewarding. When individuals 
or organizations bring a problem to my atten-
tion, they open the door for us to work together 
to solve it. This is the gift that democracy brings 
forth, and it has been an honor to advance the 
issues and needs of families in Westchester on a 
statewide basis.

While I will be out of elective office in 2013 
for the first time in 36 years, I expect to continue 
my involvement and pursue new opportunities 
to serve our community and our state.”

A date for surgery has not been scheduled, 
but is expected to take place early in the 2012 
Legislative Session.

Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The 
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.
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- There is no money for regulating hydraulic 

fracturing for natural gas. That’s because the tech-
nology hasn’t been approved in New York yet.

- Public colleges would receive less or level 
financial support while tuitions would increase, 
unfortunately. The plan would hold the State 
University of New York and City University 
of New York at current levels, but community 
colleges would see a cut amounting to less than 
1 percent. There would be another $300 annual 
tuition increase as part of a five-year plan for 
increases at SUNY and CUNY.

- Social services recipients would see a delay 
in welfare check increases as a 10 percent increase 
slated for this summer would be split into two 
annual 5 percent hikes.

- The budget would use $1.3 billion to 
encourage private sector investments that would 
create jobs and lift the state’s infrastructure.

- The Environmental Protection Fund would 
be unchanged at $134 million, $102 million 
would be set aside for flood control, erosion and 
dam safety projects and $94 million would fund 
capital projects and improvements at state parks, 
ski areas and historic sites.

- The Department of Environmental 
Conservation budget would be cut by 16 percent, 
or $167 million, to $872 million, largely tracking a 
drop in federal stimulus money. It would include 
$70 million for open space programs that include 
buying land and conservation easements.

- Local assistance programs would grow by 
2.6%.

-The world’s largest convention center would 
be built in Queens, NY.

Though it’s very difficult to break down 
the specifics of such a massive budget, here’s the 
skinny and my perspective on some of it.

The plan changes some spending habits of 
government, including a spending cap on the 
healthcare program for the needy, merging some 
state agencies and downsizing regional transpor-
tation offices from 11 to six. Smart.

Some state-imposed costs for local govern-
ments would shift back to Albany.

The most impressive part of the budget 
proposal is Cuomo’s attempt to takeover some 
local costs for Medicaid. Under the plan, the state 

would assume increases in Medicaid spending 
from counties. Ultimately, counties and New 
York City would pay a flat Medicaid fee starting 
in 2015.

For taxpayers, relief is coming.
The move is projected to save local govern-

ments and taxpayers approximately $1.2 billion 
statewide over five years.  Schools would get $805 
million more than this year, a 4 percent boost 
overall that was expected in Cuomo’s 2012-2013 
budget.

But there’s a catch. Cuomo would link that 
increase to schools’ compliance with a controver-
sial new teacher evaluation system that has held 
up some union contract negotiations and frozen 
some federal money for districts. Under the 
governor’s plan, districts would not receive their 
share of the extra $805 million if their schools 
were not fully compliant with the new evaluations 
by Jan. 17, 2013.

Millions of dollars would come with other 
strings attached that focus on higher-need schools 
who would be earmarked to get a bigger share of 
the money. “High needs” schools would receive 
76 percent of the $805 million. Overall, Cuomo 
would adjust the entire school aid formula so 
that these more needy schools would receive 
69 percent of all school aid - a $20.3 billion pot 
- overall.

Cuomo also wants to create another tier in 
the state’s pension system, a move that would 
make all new public workers to contribute to their 
own pensions. No surprise here. The unions will 
fight back.

The governor, now in his second year, would 
use $1.64 billion in taxpayer money - $723 
million in state money and $917 million in federal 
revenue - as seed money to raise $15 billion to fix 
the states roads, bridges, energy distribution, parks 
and other infrastructure.

Of that $15 billion, though, only $3 billion 
would be from private investments. The balance 
would come from additional state and federal tax 
money, including as much as $9 billion from state 
authorities and local governments.

Aid to cities, towns and villages would remain 
at this fiscal year’s level of $715 million.

Regarding public transportation systems, 
upstate transit systems will receive $174 million, 
an increase of $11 million.

Cuomo would also close more upstate 

juvenile detention facilities and reopen them 
downstate, closer to the children’s homes. He will 
also attempt to eliminate an additional 324 juve-
nile beds saving $21 million in 2012-2013 and 
$74 million the following year.  Two changes to 
tobacco taxes would generate an additional $18 
million for the state. He would raise the tax on 
loose tobacco, from the current 75 percent of the 
wholesale price to $4.53 an ounce -- the same tax 
rate on an ounce of cigarettes.

Overall, initial reaction to the Governor’s 
proposal was positive, but legislators need time to 
flush it out.

Senate Majority Dean Skelos said, “Our 
conference will review and discuss the details of 
the Governor’s budget plan as well as additional 
measures to cut taxes and reduce the cost of doing 
business in New York State . I am confident we 
can once again pass an early and fiscally respon-
sible budget that protects taxpayers and helps 
create new jobs.”

Assembly Speaker Silver was asked to 
respond to linking teacher evaluations to the $805 
million in school aid.

“I think it was on target,” said Silver. “It 
gives the incentive to both sides in the collective 
bargaining process to come to an agreement. The 
school districts and unions should be concerned 
about the loss of funding. School districts from a 
funding perspective and teachers risk losing jobs. 
I think as a result you will see a lot of agreements 
across the state and I think that’s fine.”

A few local legislators are deserving of 
mentions in this lengthy article, particularly 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin (D-88th District), 
and Assemblyman Robert J. Castelli (R-C - 
Goldens Bridge).

“The Governor’s budget is impressive overall,” 
said Assemblywoman Paulin. “It closes the $2 
billion deficit that we have without raising taxes 
and borrowing. Though I have yet to examine all 
of the details and will need time for due-diligence, 
I’m optimistic.”

You know, it wasn’t long ago that 
Assemblywoman Paulin hosted a news confer-
ence at the Westchester County Office Building 
in White Plains - October 3rd to be exact - to 
discuss her recently-introduced bill to reform 
county government Medicaid mandates. Her 
legislation would, over time, shift those costs to the 
State of New York. Joining her were the sponsors 

of the Senate version of the Bill, Senator Patrick 
Gallivan (R-Erie) and Senator Roy McDonald 
(R-Saratoga) and a large bipartisan group 
supporters form the New York State Senate, New 
York State Assembly, and Westchester County 
Board of Legislators.

The Westchester Guardian applauds 
Assemblywoman Paulin’s leadership on this issue. 
We believe her timely introduction and advocacy 
of this much needed relief with bipartisan support 
created the imputes necessary for inclusion in the 
Governor’s budget.

That’s because to Assemblywoman Paulin, 
it’s not about Assemblywoman Paulin - never has 
been.

On Medicaid Mandate Relief, Paulin stated, 
“The Governors proposal is a step in the right 
direction…and I am clearly willing to work off 
the Governor’s proposal.”

And if you can try to imagine the countless 
number of people that find their way into the 
Legislative Office Building on days such as today, 
I also stopped into the office of Assemblyman 
Robert J. Castelli (R-C - Goldens Bridge) unan-
nounced. Great staff I must say, who immediately 
facilitated a requested statement into our inbox 
from the Assemblyman.

In the statement, Castelli said, ““The State 
takeover of growth in the local share of Medicaid 
expenses will save counties and NYC $1.2 billion 
over five years. In addition, the budget proposes 
a phased takeover of Medicaid administrative 
responsibilities for counties. Both are adequate 
first steps. However, the bipartisan Medicaid 
Mandate Relief bill sponsored by myself, and 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, goes a step further, 
toward a full takeover. We must still work to see 
this accomplished.

“Moving forward, I urge my colleagues to 
work together in a more open and transparent 
manner through the conference committee 
process, to come up with additional solutions 
to address mandate relief like reforming the 
Triborough Amendment, in order to reduce 
the burdens Albany places on our schools, local 
governments and property taxpayers,” continued 
Castelli.

Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The 
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.
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ALBANY, NY - State 
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer 
(D-Mamaroneck) afforded me 
an interview of her during the 

end of the legislative session last year. Something 
didn’t seem right with the senator, especially 
when I had questioned her on her real interest in 
running again for the seat. After discussions with 

the editorial team of The Westchester Guardian, I 
scrapped the entire interview because I couldn’t 
find any reason or merit to make any part of the 
interview print worthy.

And Oppenheimer made no news until 
today, January 12, 2012. She announced she 
would not seek re-election this November. 
The senator made her decision upon recently 

learning that she will have to undergo major 
shoulder replacement surgery in 2012.

Said Oppenheimer: “It had always been 
my plan to seek re-election in November and 
continue to serve the people of this district. 
When considering my responsibilities as senator, 
the extensive effort that will go into rehabilitation 
and physical therapy following my surgery, and 
the added work of the hard fought campaigns I 
always wage, it became clear to me that I could 
do only two of those three important tasks.

I want to thank the people of my district 
Continued on page 17

Oppenheimer Will Not Seek Re-election
By CARLOS GONZALEZ

Oppenheimer Will Not Seek Re-election

Adopting a Village Budget by May 1st
By MARY C. MARVIN

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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Members Contribute 
$1,600 to Candidate 
French’s Campaign 
Effort

RYE, NY - More than $10,000 in improper 
school tax exemptions acquired by Republican 
Mayor Doug French, as well as multiple building 
code violations issued for his investment prop-
erty at 13 Richard Place were to take center stage 
at a Board of Ethics meeting held at City Hall 
Thursday morning, January 12, 2012. However, 
the three-member board, each appointed by Rye 
Mayor Douglas French, decided not to proceed.

A PATTERN OF WRONGDOING 
EMERGES

Rye rabble-rouser Ray Tartaglione 
requested City Manager Scott Pickup convene 
the board to meet on what is beginning to look 
like a pattern of wrongdoing by Mr. French 
stretching back over two decades. The mayor’s 
troubles first began when it was discovered he 
has owned an illegal single-family home in Rye 
for the past 19 years–and that he has rented that 
illegal structure–which has a bedroom in the ille-
gally finished attic–for the past 11 years.

On December 23, 2011, two days after 
the release of a video chronicling the violations 

at 13 Richard Place went viral on 
YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=W6nWzVM99R8), new 
building inspector Maureen Eckman served 
Mayor French with violations for the illegal 
home and the illegally finished attic [3]–blowing 

away 75 days of public denials by the 
mayor: who repeatedly said his prop-
erty was not in violation of the code, 

that the allegations were false, and that he was a 
victim of personal attacks.

Mayor French has also been caught with his 

hand in the cookie jar for improperly receiving, 
for a decade, one too many school tax exemp-
tions for his two properties in Rye. Even though 
City Assessor Noreen Whitty cast suspicion over

Continued on page 20

Continued from page 18
if the NRIDA (New Rochelle Industrial 
Development Agency) funds would be sought 
and was told, “Yes,” which Freimuth said would 
be on a 15-years term basis.

Financing in the present economy was cited 

throughout the presentation as one reason why 
this firm had delayed in presenting this proposal. 
However, it should be remembered that the 
residents of New Rochelle know the City has 
no master plan. Thus any kind of plan can be 
presented for downtown. This part of the city 

was down zoned in the l950’s to three stories 
because of the density created at that time with 
six story apartment buildings. Zoning changes 
for this proposal would be needed. Adding more 
residents and cars will intensify the density prob-
lems. There is a County order issued in l980’s that 

the City cannot make any new sewer connec-
tions. How can they get permission to make a 
sewer connection on this empty lot?

A Memorandum of Understanding 
for City Council approval of this proposal is 
expected shortly.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.

George Weinbaum
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YONKERS, NY -- The Yonkers Democratic 
Committee overwhelmingly endorsed Shelley 
Mayer for the remaining term in representing 
the 93rd Assembly District on Wednesday 
evening, January 18, 2012. Mayer was nomi-
nated by Ward Leaders Ann Muro and Roberta 
Robinson-Frazier, both of whom praised Mayer 
for her experience and commitment to fighting 
for Yonkers. Mayer has initialized her campaign 
effort fortified with a broad coalition of support, 
which includes the Independence Party and 
Working Families Party; a testament to her 
ability to bring different groups together. The 
93rd Assembly District was previously repre-
sented by the now, newly installed Yonkers 
Mayor Mike Spano. Governor Andrew Cuomo 
has called a Special Election for March 20, 2012.

“I believe that we need a strong, progressive 
and experienced voice to represent our families, 
businesses, and neighborhoods. As someone 
who was born and raised in Yonkers, I know 
this City. And as someone who has extensive 

experience with the legis-
lative process in Albany 
for over 25 years, I know 
how Albany works. We 
need a representative who 
will represent our values, 
advocate for our needs, 
and get things done in 
the State Legislature. 
On day one, I can hit the 
ground running to deliver 
for Yonkers,” said Shelley 
Mayer.

“Yonkers Democrats 
are proud to support 
Shelley Mayer for 
Assembly. Shelley is an 
experienced and progres-
sive leader, dedicated to charting a new course for 
Yonkers and New York. We need proven leaders 
like Shelley who can work with our representa-
tives in Albany to fight for our kids, our jobs, 

and our community,” said Symra 
Brandon, chairwoman of the 
Yonkers Democratic Committee

“Shelley Mayer is an expe-
rienced and effective leader who 
has the drive to deliver real results 
for Yonkers. In these tough 
economic times we need a fighter 
who can navigate the legisla-
tive process. Shelley’s proven 
ability to work with legislative 
leaders and unparalleled expertise 
make her an ideal advocate for 
Yonkers, said Reginald Lafayette, 
chairman of the Westchester 
County Democratic Committee.

“Mayer is a proven leader 
who can work with local repre-

sentatives to make sure that Yonkers gets its fair 
share for education, economic development, and 
small businesses. Shelley is not only an advocate, 
but an expert in the legislative process, who can 

deliver real results,” said Ken Jenkins, chairman 
of the Westchester County Board of Legislators, 
and vice-chairman of the Black Democrats of 
Westchester.

“We have supported Shelley in the past 
and believe her experience and understanding 
of working families’ issues, including small busi-
nesses and property tax relief, will be a great 
benefit to the people of Yonkers,” said Patrick 
Welsh, chairman of the Westchester chapter of 
the Working Families Party.

“Shelley Mayer’s experience in government, 
commitment to civic life, and strong family 
values make her and ideal candidate to represent 
the people of Yonkers in the State Assembly. 
In all her years in government, she has always 
fought for the people of this state, and now we 
in Yonkers have an opportunity to have her all to 
ourselves. No one will work harder and be more 
effective,” said Giulio Cavallo, chairman of the 
Westchester County Independence Party.

Shelley Mayer Wins Democratic Support for NYS Assembly in Yonkers Special Election
Broad Coalition of Support Includes Independence Party and Working Families Party
Mayer Officially Announces Her Campaign for 93rd Assembly District

Russell Albanese, 
chairman of the Albanese 
company, and George Andrus 
presented their vision for a 
highly dense housing devel-
opment in New Rochelle. 

An initial set of apartments along with a five 
deck parking garage would be build on a down-
town city parking lot in the southern section 
of the City. Eventually these buildings could 
be followed by another seven-story garage at 
the present Church-Division site along with 
an 23-24 story apartment building with 550 
housing units. The project would be developed 
in several phases.

Albanese and his Vice President, Andrus, 
emphasized their experience developing the 
nation’s first LEED Gold and Platinum 
Residential Tower and other projects featuring 
green building standards. They were hoping 
and intending to submit a Memorandum 
of Understanding to the Council and were 
“excited about working with New Rochelle.” 
The Commissioner of Development, Michael 
Freimuth, said the first phase of the project was 
the most critical. Mayor Noam Bramson asked 
how this development could improve the City. 
One answer was this is transit-oriented develop-
ment because New Rochelle is between New 
York City and Stamford.

Councilman Al Tarantino, referring to the 
last year’s downtown parking study, felt parking 
should be dispersed throughout downtown. 
Freimuth answered this would be dealt with 
as the project progresses. Tarantino persisted 
that the City was trading parking spaces there 
“with no real gain.” He continued by asking 
about how the height of the buildings would 
impact the view of people already living in the 
downtown area near it. Albanese answered 
the design was in an “L” shape including low 
rise corridors keeping the view open, but he 
admitted there will be some obstruction of the 
view. Following this, Tarantino said he “hated” 
to have these occupants have their housing units 

devaluated and asked if any thought had been 
given to the Garden Street area. He was told “no” 
by Freimuth. Bramson asked for a “more fully 
detailed” memorandum of understanding.

Councilman Jared Rice wanted to know 
how much retail was included. He was told 
there was “not an overwhelming amount of 
retail.” He later asked if the unemployed could 
be given apprenticeships, but Albanese has not 
“structured that yet.” Newly elected Councilman 
Ivar Hyden asked about the overall design of 
the project which had no connection to Main 
Street. Parking was needed on Main Street and 
he suggested using the two empty lots on that 
street. 

Councilman Lou Trangucci asked about 
the amount of square feet devoted to retail and 
was told the development does not “live and die 
on retail.” He also wanted to know

Continued on page 19

Highly Dense Housing Proposed for New Rochelle’s Downtown 
By PEGGY GODFREY

Highly Dense Housing Proposed for New Rochelle’s Downtown 
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COLD SPRING, NY -- Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef is now offering internship positions 
to high school and college students this winter. 
This well-established program gives interns the 
chance to gain hands-on working experience 
while serving their community in a unique way. 
January marks the beginning of New York’s 
six-month legislative session, making it an inter-
esting and engaging time to become involved.

Interns help with the daily operations of 
the Assemblywoman’s district office, including 
such responsibilities as writing letters and emails; 
assisting with constituent issues; researching 

legislation; and writing press releases. They also 
have the chance to work on research projects, 
which affords them the opportunity to gain 
knowledge on a variety of subjects.

These unpaid positions allow students to 
gain valuable skills that can be used in college 
and beyond. “Interns are a huge help in the 
office, and it’s a good experience for them as 
well,” said Assemblywoman Galef. “Working 
here is a great opportunity to explore politics at a 
grassroots level. Additionally, now that the state 
legislature is in session, there will be an increase 
in research opportunities and independent 

projects for the interns.”
“You get to do a lot of actual work, its not 

just filing papers,” said Ryan Finnegan, a senior 
at Yorktown High School. “Not only did I come 
to understand how New York State government 
works, I was also able to learn information about 
our community that I otherwise would never 
have learned.”

To find out more about the internship posi-
tions or to apply, please contact Dana Levenberg 
at (914) 941-1111 or direct e-mail to: leven-
bergd@assembly.state.ny.us.

 

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef Announces Winter 2012 Internship Openings
Interns Serve the Community and Develop Skills for the Working World

Rye Ethics Board See No Conflict of Interest–Dismiss Complaint Against Mayor French
By LEON SCULTI

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6nWzVM99R8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6nWzVM99R8
mailto:levenbergd@assembly.state.ny.us
mailto:levenbergd@assembly.state.ny.us
http://www.marshallalarm.com
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Continued from page 19
all of Rye’s taxpayers by saying in the Rye 
Record (December 9, 2011) that other citizens 
had the same improper “duplicate exemp-
tions” as the mayor, a response for a Freedom 
of Information Law (FOIL) request revealed, 
that in fact, Doug and Carrie French were the 
only Rye residents caught double-dipping on 
the School Tax Relief Program (STAR) [1].

Mr. Pickup and Corporation Counsel 
Kristen Wilson, both ex-officio members of 
the Ethics Board were specifically implicated 
in the complaint and recused themselves from 
the hearing.

EIGHT MINUTES INTO MEETING 
AND BOARD GOES INTO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION

At 10:00am on January 12, 2012, the 
three members of the Board of Ethics: Former 
Rye City Councilwoman Elizabeth Griffin 
Matthews; former Mayor Edward Dunn; 
and former Judge John Alfano arrived at City 
Hall. They were joined by Mr. Frank J. Rubino, 
former Yonkcer Corporation Counsel, and 
presently an attorney employed by Harris 
Beach, who sat in for the recused Ms. Wilson 
to serve as Corporation Counsel.

As the meeting began, Mr. Alfano 

immediately raised the issue of ‘standing’ 
and who does and does’t have the authority 
to bring an ethical complaint to the board. 
Mr. Pickup, who had recused himself from 
the proceedings [Re·cuse \ri-ˈkyüz\ verb: 
to remove oneself from participation] was 
seated at the table with the board and nodded 
his head in agreement with Mr. Alfano’s 
statements.

Mr. Rubino then reminded the board that 
in the complaint “one of the issues that was 
brought up were whether the board members 
themselves had conflicts of interest.” After 
discussing if they should go into executive 
session to determine if they had any possible 
conflicts of interest, Ms. Griffin Matthews, 
who was nominated chair of the meeting, 
announced that the board would indeed go 
into executive session to “seek the advice of 
counsel on personnel matters.” Discussing 
potential conflicts of interest, and/or ‘standing’ 
in a case is not enumerated as lawful cause to 
enter into a closed executive session under 
the New York State PUBLIC OFFICERS 
LAW, ARTICLE 7, OPEN MEETINGS, 
Section 105 (http://www.dos.ny.gov/coog/
openmeetlaw.html). The meeting was then 
temporarily closed to the public.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST, OR JUST A 
‘REPUBLICAN CLUB’?

Mr. Alfano, who was appointed to the 
Ethics Board by Mayor French in 2010, 
served on the search committee that chose 
Mr. French as the Republican nominee for 
mayor in 2009 (http://www.myrye.com/
my_weblog/2009/04/casting-call-for-
rye-republicans-this-saturday.html). After 
winning the election–speaking of Mayor 
French’s campaign efforts–Mr. Alfano was 
quoted in the Rye Record as saying, “In 
addition to achieving a sweeping victory, all 
had fun and an enjoyable experience, and 
would like to continue with the informal 
social aspects that can be achieved through 
the Rye Republican Club.” New York State 
Board of Elections financial disclosure reports 
show that Mr. Alfano also supported that 
“Republican Club” by contributing $641 to 
Mayor French’s campaign–the Committee for 
Change in Rye–in 2009. [7]

According to New York State Board of 
Elections, Mr. Dunn, the former Republican 
Mayor of Rye, and a member of the same 
“Republican Club” contributed $1,000 to 
Mayor French’s campaign in 2009 as well. [8] 
Mr. Dunn was also re-appointed to the Ethics 

Board by Mayor French just 12 hours prior to 
his sitting in judgement of ethical complaints 
brought against the mayor (at the January 11, 
2012, City Council Meeting).

Ms. Griffin Matthews, a Democrat, was 
appointed to the Board of Ethics by Mayor 
French in 2011.

CASE DISMISSED
After about 40 minutes, the three-

member board came out of executive session. 
Ms. Griffin Matthews began by stating, “Each 
of us determined that we had no conflicts 
in rendering an impartial decision,” she 
continued, “secondly, we considered whether 
the board is empowered to render an advi-
sory opinion in response to the complaint, 
and determined that we do not have juris-
diction for two reasons, the request did not 
come from an officer or employee of the city 
and the board is empowered to render advi-
sory opinions prospectively to help employees 
and officers comply with the code of ethics.” 
Again, Mr. Pickup, who recused himself from 
the hearing, sat at the table nodding his head 
in agreement. Case closed.

You can view the meeting in its entirety at: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWbejVFyN7A
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Rye Ethics Board See No Conflict of Interest–Dismiss Complaint Against Mayor French

Now that the Board of Ethics 
has put forth their opinion on 
the complaint brought forward 

by Ray Tartaglione of Purchase against the 
Mayor and officials of the City of Rye, I 
would like to update you on the status of the 
complaint.

Board of Ethics Review
In the minutes of the Board, they found 

as per the City Code as follows:
“In executive session, the board reviewed 

the Code of Ethics and addressed two issues.
Regarding whether board members had 

conflicts of interest as described by the Code, 
each member determined he/she had no 
conflicts that would preclude rendering an 
impartial decision.

Regarding whether the board is empow-
ered to render an advisory opinion in response 
to the complaint, the board determined the 
complainant does not have standing, because 
the request/complaint did not come from an 
officer or employee of the City, and the board 
is empowered to render advisory opinions, 

prospectively, to help employees and officers 
comply with the Code of Ethics.”

Having rendered such a decision, which 
is consistent with the process outlined by our 
City code, the question still remains as to 
whether or not as alleged there was unethical 
behavior by City officials or employees with 
respect to a building violation and a misap-
plied exemption of the STAR tax exemption 
on property owned by the Mayor. As a result, 
I am calling on the Deputy Mayor, Peter 
Jovanovich, as a City official and as per our 
code, to refer the matter back to the Board of 
Ethics to review as to whether or not there 
was any unethical behavior by City offi-
cials or employees with the two matters in 
question.

Building Violation
In July of this year, a complaint was 

phoned into the Building Department about 
a potential finished attic on the third floor on 
a single-family rental home I own. Tragically, 
the City Building Inspector passed away in 
August and the Department transitioned 

over to a new Building 
Inspector by November 
1st. Later that month I 
was notified in writing 
of the complaint and a 
violation was issued on 

December 23rd that outlined two violations:
A two-family home that was converted 

back to a single-family home
A 3rd-floor bedroom/finished storage 
The attached property listing is how we 

bought the property in 1992 - as a single-
family use. As many homeowners face, based 
on the violation, we are filing the appropriate 
permits with the Building Department 
to legalize the work that was done by the 
previous owner for re-inspection by the 
department. Based on calls to her on behalf 
of the complainant, the previous owner 
contacted us to say the work was done when 
her daughter was born in the early 1970s – 
40 years ago. Although building codes and 
procedures have changed since that time, we 
are completing the legalization process so the 
changes comply with current requirements.

STAR Exemption
In 1998 the STAR program was insti-

tuted and we applied for the exemption as 
our primary residence at 13 Richard Place 

(attached document) with the City Assessor’s 
office. When we moved to a new home in 
2000, we filed a Star application with our 
new primary residence (attached docu-
ment). In 2011, New York State changed 
the exemption eligibility for STAR based 
on income and required municipalities to 
confirm eligibility of homeowners based on 
the new amendments. As part of that process 
we were notified by the Assessor’s office 
along with many other residents to file an 
income verification form to verify our eligi-
bility for receiving the STAR exemption on 
our primary residence (attached document). 
As a result of this process, it was determined 
that the STAR exemption had been misap-
plied to 13 Richard Place after it was no 
longer our primary residence. The law allows 
for a look-back period of only three years, 
however, our position is that what is owed is 
owed. We have applied with the County Tax 
Director’s office to determine the amount 
due with penalties and will make full restitu-
tion once the amount is determined.

Doug French is the mayor of the City of Rye, 
New York. Direct email to: mayor@ryeny.gov. 
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Update on Complaint of the Mayor of the City of Rye
By DOUGLAS FRENCH

 ON RYE

 MILITARY BUDGETS

The President has spent vast 
sums on “stimulus” programs 
that have done nothing 
to revive the economy. 
However, the White House 

has now chosen to address the deficit by 
slashing the one federal program that does 
provide a vital service to the nation, and that 
historically has had a positive effect on the 
economy: the military.

Estimates are that further cuts in 
defense spending could cost New York 
State 26,000 jobs, and harm 2,707 small 
businesses.

On January 3, the White House 
published its key position paper “Sustaining 
US Global Leadership: Priorities for 21st 
Century Defense.” The new policy totally 
overturns America’s deterrence position, 
which has prevented another world war for 
over a half century.

By repudiating the national defense 
requirement that the nation be prepared to 

fight a two front conflict, it places the US 
in danger of being incapable to deal with 
simultaneous crises in different parts of the 
world.

The primary accomplishment of the 
new policy is a sharply reduced armed force, 
including a reduction in personnel by over 
a third, and a slashing of our last-ditch 
nuclear deterrent by eliminating a third 
of our nuclear sub force. The cuts may not 
end there; another $600 billion could be 
eliminated from the defense budget unless 
savings are found elsewhere in the federal 
government. This is on top of the sharp 
reductions our military has already endured 
over the years. Since 1990, the Navy has 
been cut from 600 ships to 288, the Army 
from 18 divisions to 10, and the USAF 
from 37 combat wings to 20.

Those advocating a reduced defense 
budget cling to the incorrect notion 
that US military spending is larger than 
the combined budgets of several of our 

adversaries. That 
oft-stated cliché 
is totally incor-
rect. For example, 
most of China’s 
defense budget 

both openly excludes numerous items that 
the U.S. considers military-related, and 
secretly hides vast expenditures in other 
budget lines.

Obama’s position depends on a “best 
case” scenario. In its summary of how to 
maintain a viable nuclear deterrent, the 
policy statement notes: “It is possible 
that our deterrence goals can be achieved 
with a smaller nuclear force, which would 
reduce the number of nuclear weapons in 
our inventory as well as their role in U.S. 
national security strategy.” This wishful 
thinking has guided much of the Obama 
Administration’s nuclear policy. It has 
surrendered to Moscow on antimissile radar 
deployment in Europe, and in its ABM 
policy in general. It has virtually ignored 
China’s soaring nuclear capability, Russia’s 
return to belligerence, North Korea’s atomic 
threats, and Iran’s eagerness to use nuclear 
weapons.

An example of the intellectual dishon-
esty that prevails in the White House can 
be seen in the Administration’s policy 
towards fighter aircraft. The F-22 program 
was drastically scaled back, using the excuse 
that the less costly F-35 would do the job as 
well. The administration then cut back the 
F-35, too. The end result is that many of our 
pilots will be flying deteriorating craft older 
than they are.

The same holds true for land-based 
systems. Due to a failure to replace older 
and less capable artillery systems in the 
prior administration, our army now must 
face the reality of being outgunned on the 
field of battle.

The President’s new policy is not a slight 
change; it is a dramatic and unprecedented 
shift in a concept that has kept us safe since 
1945. It deserves a far more critical analysis 
than it has been given by either the press or 
in Congress.

For further information, contact Frank 
Vernuccio by directing email to: nycommuni-
tyaction@gmail.com.

White House Dramatically Alters U.S. Defense Policy
By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, Jr.
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WHITE PLAINS, NY -- On Wednesday 
January 18, 2012 at the first scheduled meeting 
of the new legislative session, Budget and 
Appropriations Committee Chairperson, 
Legislator Judy Myers, appointed Legislator 
Sheila Marcotte her Vice Chair. The Budget and 
Appropriations Committee is comprised of nine 
members including the Chair. In the course of 
the County’s fiscal year, the Committee:
•	 Contracts	 for	 and	 reviews	 the	 annual	

independent audit of all county financial 
dealings, transactions and records conducted 

by an outside CPA firm;
•	 Reviews	 and	 modifies,	 where	

appropriate, the proposed county 
budget;

•	 Monitors	 all	 county	 operational	
and capital expenditures;

•	 Analyzes	 and	 reviews	 all	 fiscally	
related matters and makes recom-
mendations on those matters to 
the full Board for consideration;

•	 Seeks	 opportunities	 for	 opera-
tional reform that will lead to better and less 

costly county government.
Following the meeting, Legislator 

Marcotte said, “I am gratified that 
Legislator Myers has appointed me 
to be her Vice-Chair. Following our 
recent bipartisan budget negotia-
tions, I am glad to see that Legislator 
Myers is ‘walking the walk’ regarding 
a new spirit of bipartisan coopera-
tion.” Marcotte went on to say, “The 
stewardship of taxpayer money has 

always been my top priority as a Legislator and 

as a Council Member in Eastchester. I intend to 
bring the same high level of fiscal responsibility, 
transparency and accountability to my work as 
Vice-Chair of this committee.”

Legislator and Westchester County Board 
of Legislators Budget and Appropriations 
Committee Chair, Judy Myers said, “I look 
forward to working with Legislator Marcotte as 
well as the rest of the Budget and Appropriations 
Committee members, to fully implement the 
objectives inherent in the 2012 Budget.”

Legislator Sheila Marcotte Named Vice-Chair of Budget and Appropriations Committee

YORKTOWN, NY - - In a 
David and Goliath scenario, 
a Mohegan Lake resident has 
sued the Yorktown Zoning 

Board of Appeals for being “arbitrary and capri-
cious” in its approval for variances in a church 
expansion application.

Evan Bray served Article 78 papers on 
Yorktown’s Zoning Board of Appeals last 
week, claiming that for the past year, the board 
has abused their discretion by granting vari-
ances requested by the Faith Bible Church in 
Mohegan Lake.

“I’m challenging the zoning board’s decision 
to grant a variance for a bigger building when 
they didn’t consider additional space for parking,” 
said Bray, who lives next door to the Faith Bible 
Church with his wife and three young daughters. 
Bray, who holds a degree in Architecture and has 
been a professional building code and zoning 
consultant in Manhattan, claims his contentions 
against the zoning board are not only about the 
validity of approved variances, but that the board 
seemed to have a closed eye to town codes and 
special use permits.

The church opened in 1994 in the former 
Lakeland Jewish Center at the edge of a small, 
residential neighborhood across from Mohegan 
Lake. Faith Bible Church owns several building 
lots, upon which a single-family house is situ-
ated. According to Reverend Carmine Zottoli, 
the church’s pastor, the house was purchased in 
2005 and turned into a non-residential space to 
be used by the church. Records indicate that the 
church never applied for a special use permit.

“They [the church] probably should’ve 
applied for a special use permit, but they didn’t,” 
said Yorktown Building Inspector John Winter. 
“As long as it can be straightened out - if they get 
their permits and go through the process - it will 
be self correcting.”

Gregg Bucci, acting chairman of the 

Zoning Board, with 
purview over the Faith 
Bible Church applica-
tion, denied a special 
permit was required. 
“There’s no need for 
those permits,” he said. 
“That [special permit] 
is beyond the scope of 
what is before us.” Bucci 
was acting chairman 
only for the Faith Bible 
Church application, temporarily replacing 
zoning board chair Gordon Fine. Fine recused 
himself because he shares an office space with 
the church’s lawyer, Albert Capellini.

The lawsuit questions the legality of 
the town’s process; how can a variance be 

granted if it is contingent on a special use permit 
when the permit doesn’t exist?

“It’s a little quirky,” said Winter. “It’s the 
egg and chicken question. You need both 
[permit and variance]. Some towns keep special 
permits with the planning board. We’re all over 
the map with it.”

Bray is also suing the board for approving 
variances for a 14-foot rear yard when the code 
requires 30 feet; a 12 foot retaining wall, where 
the code allows for only four feet; and a two-foot 
side yard, where 12 feet are required.

The Faith Bible Church application to 
expand their building and parking area was 
approved by the zoning board in December 
2011. Bray’s lawsuit claims that granting a vari-
ance for a bigger building to accommodate a 
growing congregation, but allowing for just a 
slightly larger parking area was counterintuitive.

“The board didn’t consider the parking,” said 
Bray. “They granted a variance for a much bigger 
building but the applicant doesn’t have enough 
parking spaces to support their congregation. 
That’s crazy.”

Faith Bible Church has requested to 
demolish the house next door and replace it with 
a parking lot to fit some 25 additional vehicles. 
“This will certainly improve our parking condi-
tions,” said Zottoli, who added that the church’s 
congregation has grown to approximately 160 
people including adults, teens and children.

According to the town’s site design report on 
parishioner and vehicle counts, on Palm Sunday 
of last year there was a total of 242 parishioners 
and 90 vehicles. That count fluctuated over the 
month-long survey to a low of 171 parishioners 
and 67 vehicles. The report also indicates that at 
any given time 344 parishioners could use the 
church, and the church could also be used as a 
school, which would accommodate 172 people.

Although town code requires that any 
house of worship have one parking space for 
every four pews (this allows for “stacking” – 
double or triple parking), Yorktown has never 
gone on the record for what the legal occupant 
and parking load is for Faith Bible Church. 
Church neighbors, including Bray, indicate that 
they are not opposed to the church being in their 
neighborhood, just the proposed expansion; a 
larger building would not be in character with 
the small, lakeside community.

In a letter to the zoning board from David 
Abrams, an adjacent property owner to the

Continued on page 23Rendering of the proposed new Faith Bible Church.

Faith Bible Church in Mohegan Lake.

Yorktown Zoning Board Sued
By ABBY LUBY

Continued from page 22
church, Abrams said that currently, church 
members are forced to park on his property. “I 
would imagine if the capacity of the building 
increased the number of cars and congestion 
will increase. I am opposed to such a dramatic 
change in this small neighborhood.”

Hermalinda Maidana, mother of young 
children who lives on the other side of the house 
to be demolished, said a new parking area would 
“directly impact our quality of life.”

Bray established an active website (save-
moheganlake.com) to keep the community 
updated. Since he has been outspoken about 
the church’s expansion, many have rallied to his 
cause. John Gordon and his wife Judy, who have 
lived near the Faith Bible Church for 40 years, 
have been disappointed in the derisive treatment 
of Bray at the meetings held by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals membership.

“I’m very nervous about the town – espe-
cially after a couple of meetings. They ran Evan 
[Bray] up and down. They pulled some lousy 
tricks,” said Gordon. “He was reading the zoning 
code out loud once and they told him he was 
wrong – they were just poo-pooing him.”

Bray said that the zoning board has “not 
once asked the applicant if any of the variances 
could be reduced.” He claimed that records he 
repeatedly requested through the Freedom of 
Information Law [F.O.I.L.)] were not forth-
coming, but sometimes, they would suddenly 

appear when he showed up in person at 
the town offices. Bray also red-flagged 
omissions to the variance application that 

included comments and signatures from church 
neighbors. The application had to be corrected 
and re-submitted.

Bucci said the zoning board thoroughly 
reviewed the Faith Bible Church applica-
tion. “We’ve analyzed and deliberated over this 
application in great detail. There are substantial 
records that reflect this.”

In his argument against Bray’s challenges 
throughout the application process, Faith Bible 
Church’s lawyer, Albert Capellini, called on the 
board to consider the illegality of thwarting the 
“legitimate ends of religious worship” and if they 
did so “[the town] would be in violation of that 
assembly’s religious liberty.”

The next stop for the Faith Bible Church 
application is with the Yorktown Planning Board.

“The full manner in which they want to use 
the site hasn’t been determined yet,” said John 
Tegeder, Yorktown’s Planning Director. “There 
are several people who have a lot of issues they are 
bringing up and we are evaluating those issues.”

Photos by Abby Luby and courtesy of Abby Luby 
Photo.

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, 
“Nuclear Romance” was recently published. Visit the 
book’s website, http://nuclearromance.word-
press.com/.
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ZYGGE HANDYMAN, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/20/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
Corporation Service Company 80 
State St. Albany, NY 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity. Registered 
Agent: Corporation Service Com-
pany 80 State St. Albany, NY 12207

Notice of Formation  USA 2 LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY 12/13/2011. 
Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o The LLC, 457 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 
10605. Purpose: all lawful activities.

GEORGIO FAMILY III LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/5/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O 
Patricia G. Micek, Esq. 2180 Boston 
Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 10538. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

THE FARM FOODIE, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/28/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O 
Stern Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 
Westchester Ave. Ste. 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

B8 ENTERPRISE LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/7/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
Justin Jaikaran 9 Holly St. Yonkers, 
NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful ac-
tivity.

SIGNATURE PUBLIC RELATIONS, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 10/27/2011. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process C/O Randal B. 
Hayes 101 Ellwood Ave. 1E Mt. Ver-
non, NY 10552. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

LIGHTCHARTS LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/20/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O 
Patricia G. Micek, Esq. 2180 Boston 
Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 10538. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

ALBERT E. ALEXANDER FAMILY 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/1/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LP upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process C/O Stern, Keiser 
& Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave. 
Ste. 305 White Plains, NY 10604. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

QUICK CASH OF PEEKSKILL LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/21/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess The LLC 2712 E. Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10461. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

HARLEM LINE MEDIA, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
11/14/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
Corporation Service Company 80 
State St Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. Registered 
Agent: Corporation Service Com-
pany 80 State St Albany, NY 12207

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 
Ft. Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

LEGAL NOTICES

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Director of Development- FT-must have a background 
in development or experience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experience working with sponsors/
donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. 
Must be familiar with POS system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 438-5795 and ask for 
Julie or Allison

OP EDSection
 HEZITORIAL

A three-way campaign effort 
coalescing on the presently 
vacant 93rd Assembly District 
was a situation unexpected. 
Shelley Mayer, has been 
working various political 

circles for support. She came out of the gate last 
week armed with having garnered the endorse-
ment of the Democratic, Independence, and 
Working Families parties. Mayer was known 
to have made the rounds among the king and 
queen makers. She earned support from dispa-
rate quarters with the blessing of many, even 
before the then New York State Assemblyman 
Mike Spano would come to win the Office 
of Mayor of the City of Yonkers.  Until that 
momentous Election Day, November 8, 2011, 
a cautionary, yellow light was subliminally 
flashing a cadence of intermittent warnings to 
maintain the campaign effort below the radar 
screen.  For all intent and purpose it did.  Even 
after the euphoria of then Mayor-elect Mike 
Spano’s win moved one octave lower, jubilation 
did not outwardly reveal itself among the ancil-
lary political contests down the line. The most 
important of which is to succeed Mike Spano 
to the Office of New York State Assembly 
serving the 93rd District. 

Shelley Mayer’s head start was sanctioned 
to be part of a continuing non-aggression 
pact. Yonkers City Republican Committee 
Chairman John Jacono would willingly submit 
to complying with the non-aggression pact. A 

muse was found for him. She is Donna Nolan. 
Belying his title, Chairman Jacono is the 
puppet, not the puppeteer. 

Donna Nolan with the assistance of 
Assemblyman Mike Spano championed legis-
lation that would have New York State afford 
health care compensation for Ground Zero 
workers. The bill was named in honor of her 
husband, Jimmy Nolan, who became ill while 
volunteering as a carpenter at Ground Zero for 
over two years. 

John Jacono had seemingly dismissed 
Donna Nolan’s interest in filling the remaining 
months of the 93rd A.D.  The ruse was played; 
she won the support of the Yonkers GOP last 
week.

Interestingly, John Jacono, having 
been asked to give Westchester County 
Conservative Party Chairman Hugh Fox Jr., 
a heads up regarding the GOP’s intended 
candidate, kept delaying his response until the 
day the Republicans met to cast their vote for 
a candidate. The fix was in. Donna Nolan got 
their nod. It was a deception well played. The 
stratagem had nine candidates come before 
the Republicans before they settled on Donna 
Nolan.

Hugh Fox, Jr. could smell the con game 
afoot and would not permit himself to 
submit to the “set-up.” Rather than submit 
to the ploy of supporting a “non-candidate” 
candidate, Yonkers City Conservative Party 
Chairwoman Vincenza Restiano stepped up 

to the plate to become a temporary stand-in 
until the Committee of Vacancy of the Yonkers 
Conservatives could find a credible candidate. 
The Westchester Guardian / Yonkers Tribune 
have learned that this is not to be. Vincenza 
Restiano will have removed herself as a viable 
candidate by Monday, January 23, 2012, the 
final day by which affidavits must be filed with 
the Westchester County Board of Elections. If 
a replacement is not found, the Conservatives 
will maintain a neutral posture and not endorse 
any candidate.

By holding Conservative Chairman 
Hugh Fox, Jr. at bay, attempting to trick him 
into believing that whatever the Republicans 
do demands an automatic reaction of support 
by the Conservative Party, has instead earned 
Hugh Fox, Jr.’s putting a kabosh to the scam.

We are now left with two people who 
would vye to represent the constituents who 
comprise the 93rd Assembly District. But 
hold on. The reality is there is really only 
one who seeks the office of New York State 
Assemblywoman. Her name is Shelley Mayer. 
There is a lot of baggage attached to her name 
and resume.  But she is the only one permitted 
to be viable.

The Republicans, under the baton of John 
Jacono’s puppet master, has brought a “candi-
date” with little name recognition, a wanting 
resume, and worst of all, an inability to mount 
a credible, that is, a financially sound ability 
to last through the short election process that 
will conclude on the Special Election called by 
New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo for 
March 20, 2012. In other words, Donna Nolan, 
is an empty suit. She doesn’t have a prayer. The 
New York State Republican Committee will 
not underwrite her campaign effort; neither will 
Westchester County Republican Chairman 

Doug Colety. Not a 
cent from John Jacono. 
Donna Nolan is a babe 
lost in the political 
woods without a flash-
light. Yikes!

The Conservatives, 
under the aegis of 
Hugh Fox, Jr., will not 
submit to the non-
aggression pact that 
he has seen employed 
over the many years 
he has been part of the 
political landscape. He 
will not be endorsing 
the Republican candi-
date. The Conservative 
Party’s move will not 
wag the dog; it will 
make a point, that is, 

that the Westchester County Conservative 
Party will not submit to Republican directives.

Delineated above is the show.  The drama 
makes it difficult to comprehend. Even so, the 
following is the translation. 

Westchester County Independence Party 
Chairman Dr. Giulio Cavallo was the first to 
endorse Shelley Mayer, securing a ride for him 
on a sure-fire winner; Dr. Giulio Cavallo has 
suffered some major losses of late. Endorsing 
Shelley Mayer affords Dr. Giulio Cavallo 
bragging rights with the New York State 
Democrats from whom the good doctor has 
found employment. 

By designating Donna Nolan at the last 
moment to be the Republican designee, insures 
the Republicans a financially weak candidate, 
and a Spano aligned candidate that is meant 
to dissuade the Conservatives, Hugh Fox, Jr., 
in particular, from endorsing Donna Nolan. 
The chessboard was set. The Conservatives 
have been outmaneuvered.  Nick Spano is the 
power behind the “play.” Dr. Giulio Cavallo is 
neutered and devoid of options. Hugh Fox, Jr., 
feisty and belligerent that he is, is not compliant 
with the tawdry, non-aggression pact scene 
before him, may still have one play left, but 
it is a long shot. He will need to find a viable 
candidate to replace both Vincenza Restiano, 
and Donna Nolan right from under the game 
plan put into play by John Jacono at the behest 
of Nick Spano. All the while, the Democrats 
are happy. As this reporter announced on the 
BlogTalk Radio show, Westchester on the Level, 
the day before the Democrats would come to 
endorse Shelley Mayer’s designation as their 
endorsed candidate, Shelley Mayer is Yonkers 
next New York State Assemblywoman repre-
senting the 93rd A.D.

The People have been disenfranchised from 
the process. Dr. Giulio Cavallo’s Independence 
Party and Hugh Fox, Jr.’s Conservative Party 
have each been respectively gelded. Nick Spano 
is the ‘montreur de marionettes,’ that is, the mari-
onette master. 

Mount Vernon, is analogous to what is 
transpiring in Yonkers today in a political 
sense. Mount Vernon is a one-party city. The 
Democrats control Mount Vernon. Yonkers 
can now also be considered a one party 
town. It is not the Democrats, Republicans, 
Conservatives, Independence, or Working 
Families Party. It is the Nick Spano Party. 

Upon reflection, as defined in the play 
Coriolanus, Shakespeare foresaw the rise of 
“spin” and the harlot ways of political popularity. 
Coriolanus would surely endorse, “There is no 
such thing as society” – the play’s wise counsel 
answers, “What is the city but the people?” It is 
that line that no longer echoes in our hearts or 
mind. For that we must ask, “Why not?”

M & N - Mayer & Nolan 
Politics that Melts in Your Mouth Not in Your Hands   

By HEZI ARIS

 CURRENT COMMENTARY

The nascent boom in natural gas 
drilling is bringing a whiff of pros-
perity to long-depressed regions 
of Ohio and Pennsylvania, two 

states that President Obama would dearly love to 
carry in this year’s re-election campaign.

You might expect the president to encourage 
the trend, or at least to take credit for the results, 
which include the recent return of steel manufac-
turing to Youngstown, Ohio. All he needs to do is 
say that he wants hydraulic fracturing, the tech-
nology that makes the gas development possible, 
to be brought into wider use as long as environ-
mental risks are properly managed.

But even this modest step is a bridge too far 
for the president, who worries about losing the 
environmental vote even as he tries to persuade 
the nation’s breadwinners that their prospects will 
eventually improve if he remains in office.

Obama’s conundrum is that environmental 
groups, an important Democratic constituency, 

oppose nearly all carbon-based energy develop-
ment, while labor unions, another important 
Democratic voting and fundraising bloc, support 
it. Obama’s natural inclination seems to favor the 
environmental side – witness yesterday’s news 
that the administration is prepared to block the 
Keystone XL oil pipeline – but Obama would 
also like to avoid alienating labor, at least until 
Election Day.

Hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” is a tech-
nique in which chemical-laced water and sand 
are blasted underground to break apart rock and 
release natural gas. It promises to make accessible 
significant amounts of the nearly 500 trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas that may be contained 
in the Marcellus Shale, which underlies much 
of Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, West Virginia 
and adjacent states. It also promises to make 
large gas reserves accessible in the Utica shale 
formation elsewhere in Ohio, and in other shale 
deposits in Texas and elsewhere. But despite the 

growing importance of fracking, the president 
has yet to articulate a coherent position on the 
technology.

Landowners in the Marcellus Shale region 
have received up to $5,200 an acre, plus royalties 
of as much as 20 percent. Wages in natural-gas-
related industries in Pennsylvania average 
$76,036, compared with the state average of 
$46,222, according to the Pennsylvania Center 
for Workforce Information and Analysis.

As oil and gas companies invest more money 
in the region, the economic benefits will only 
increase. “This will be the biggest thing to hit the 
state of Ohio economically since maybe the plow,” 
Aubrey K. McClendon, chief executive officer of 
Chesapeake Energy Corp., the most active driller 
of oil and natural gas in the U.S., said during an 
energy summit in September. On the other hand, 
environmentalists have made fracking a central 
concern, citing the possibility of groundwater 
contamination.

Most environmentalists are Obama 
supporters, so the president does not need to do 
much to win their votes. But he does need to avoid 
losing them, which an overly enthusiastic public 
endorsement of hydraulic fracturing might do.

So until the election is over, the president 
is trying to stall any decision-making. This is 
exactly the same strategy he tried to employ on 
the Keystone XL oil pipeline, which would carry 
Canadian crude oil to U.S. refineries, helping to 
boost the United States’ new status as an exporter 
of refined petroleum products. But congres-
sional Republicans forced the president’s hand 
on Keystone XL by attaching a deadline for the 
administration’s decision to the legislation that 
extended reduced Social Security taxes into the 
first two months of 2012.

As I have written before, it will take careful 
monitoring and strong, clear policy to ensure 
that we can reap the benefits of fracking tech-
nology while minimizing its risks. Critics argue 
that hydraulic fracturing is not yet adequately 
understood. But contrary to some of their claims, 
fracking is nothing new. My firm has managed 
a drilling partnership on behalf of some of our 
clients for the past seven years, and throughout 
that time, the operators of our wells in Texas and 
New Mexico have used hydraulic fracturing to 
increase production from the small, tightly locked 
oil and gas reserves of the Permian Basin.

Continued on page 26

A Whiff of Energy Prosperity May Be All We Get
By LARRY M. ELKIN

Call 1-800-4STROKE or visit www.strokeassociation.org

THIS IS THE

FACE OF
A PERSON
AFFECTED BY

STROKE.
Whether the stroke is your own 

or that of a friend, parent, child, 
spouse or loved one, your life is 
affected. So learn the warning signs 
and call 9-1-1 immediately if you 
or someone else experiences them.
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One thing that unites almost all 
protest movements these days is 
the feeling that the big guys have 
tilted the playing field against 

the little guys. Whether it be big government, 
big business, big unions, or whatever moneyed 
interest, the deck seems stacked against those 
without money and power. The congressional 
franking privilege is just another instance of an 
uneven playing field.

Recently, my wife received in the mail a full 
color, 4-page brochure from Nita Lowey, our 

incumbent congressperson for over two decades. 
The mailing was prepared, published, and mailed 
at taxpayer expense. The brochure reports in 
bold: “Congresswoman Nita Lowey Reporting 
to You: Helping Create Jobs and Reduce the 
Deficit.”

As a challenger for the congressional seat 
in our district, I am struck by the pure unfair-
ness of this practice. These mailings are wrong 
on so many levels, so let me ask some pointed 
questions:

How does a congressional challenger take 

on the moneyed establishment effectively when 
the incumbent can send routine, expensive, feel-
good marketing materials using taxpayer dollars?

What are the obligations of the office holder 
to back up the assertions in the brochures? It 
seems to me that a claim needs to be supported 
by facts. When I taught at West Point, I used to 
coach the Cadets to always provide supporting 
theory, evidence and logic in their research 
papers. Where is the data to support the 
marketing claims in Ms. Lowey’s brochure? For 
example, where is the evidence of reducing the 
deficit? Shouldn’t that claim be supported by 
listing bills sponsored by Ms. Lowey, and actu-
ally passed, that materially reduced government 
spending (not just reduced the rate of growth of 
spending)? For that matter, shouldn’t that claim 
not only be based on current activities but more 
so on past results over several years?

Moreover, how does the mailed mate-
rial provide any meaningful information to a 
constituent—other than to market the incum-
bent and build support for the next reelection 
campaign?

If these brochures were truly meant to 
educate and inform constituents broadly, why 
are the mailings sent to only select constitu-
ents? Based on my rough survey, no registered 
Republicans seemed to have been included in the 
mailing; are they not taxpayers and constituents 
as well? The only reason we received the mailing 
is that my wife happens to be a Democrat (a 
fiscally conservative one).

If the purpose of these mailings is 
campaign marketing targeted at likely or 
potential supporters, then why is it tax payer 
funded? Admittedly, Ms. Lowey can fund her 

own marketing material easily from her own 
war chest, so that only compounds the unfair-
ness. And, how does spending money on this 
marketing material help deficit reduction?

Most importantly, how does this franking 
privilege help us obtain best representation? Not 
only is the practice unfair to the challenger who 
typically neither has the breadth of the incum-
bent’s rolodex nor the open check book of the 
government-paid routine mailings. It is egre-
giously unfair to constituents who seek an open 
and fair discussion of ideas—so that they might 
have the opportunity to select the representative 
who they consider best.

Finally, where is the media in its “public 
watch dog” role in identifying and critiquing 
these practices?

We should immediately halt congressional 
franking privileges. All marketing material 
coming from an elected official should be paid 
out of campaign funds and not by the taxpayer. 
The spurious claim of educating and informing 
constituents, the primary basis of the franking 
privilege, is not borne out by the facts. And, until 
a franking limitation law is passed, I would ask 
that Congresswoman Lowey agree to stop all 
taxpayer-funded mailings to constituents during 
the election year.

I suppose now that the deficit and debt 
are topical, some think that all one needs to 
say (and market) are words indicating a fiscally 
responsible attitude and people will then 
believe—despite a voting record that says differ-
ently. The good news is that the voter is smart. 
We will continue to shine a spot light on the 
unfairness and inaccuracy and incompleteness 
of this taxpayer-funded marketing. The voter can 
then make an informed choice in November.

Mark Rosen is vying to represent New York’s 18th 
Congressional District. Learn more at http://
www.markrosenforcongress.com/home .
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Congress’ Franking Privilege: The Little Guy Takes It On the Chin Again
By MARK ROSEN

Continued from page 25
What is new is the dramatic increase in the 

scale and power of fracking methods, and the 
application of this technology to shale forma-
tions situated in relatively populous areas. These 
changes bring with them increasing concerns 
about health hazards and environmental damage.

The risks of hydraulic fracturing, and other 
aspects of oil and gas development, are real. It 
would be irresponsible for any company to ignore 
them. So far, to the best of my knowledge, no 
major player has. The chemicals used in hydraulic 
fracturing can contain toxins such as benzene or 
2-Butoxyethanol, commonly called 2-BE, which 
could prove dangerous if they seeped into ground-
water supplies. A study released in May confirmed 
that the hydraulic fracturing process itself has yet 
to be linked to drinking water contamination, but 

poor well construction at hydraulic fracturing sites 
has, in some cases, caused methane to leak into 
water supplies.

The risks, however, are outweighed by the 
benefits, at least in my mind. In addition to 
providing a boon to the economies of states in 
the shale regions, and a boost to their tax revenues, 
hydraulic fracturing has the potential to open up 
a significant domestic source of clean-burning 
fuel. Natural gas can substitute for oil in home 
furnaces, power plants, local buses and some 
delivery vehicles. The more we produce and use 
natural gas, the less we will be forced to depend on 
oil and the major oil-producing nations – many of 
which, apart from Canada, are notably unfriendly 
toward the United States and its allies.

Increased domestic fuel production reduces 
the leverage long held by foreign fuel exporters. 

The recent concern over Iran’s threat to block the 
Strait of Hormuz is a prime example of why we 
need to diversify our fuel sources as much and as 
quickly as possible. Russia, too, has used the reli-
ance of other, mainly European, countries on its 
oil to get its way politically.

A smart administration could develop policy 
that encourages investment in new production, 
but with an acceptable margin of environmental 
safety. Unfortunately, that is not the sort of admin-
istration we have seen in Obama’s first term, and it 
does not seem likely that we would get that sort in 
a second term, either.

A leader who keeps his policy preferences 
under wraps is not leading. We have good reason 
to believe that this is just a temporary problem, 
however. Once freed of his re-election worries, 
Obama would probably make his energy prefer-
ences perfectly clear. Unfortunately, what we have 
seen from this president thus far makes it seem 

likely that he will favor the hypothetical energy of 
theoretical large-scale solar and wind power over 
the tangible BTUs that fracking could produce 
from America’s very real and very large shale 
deposits.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of Palisades 
Hudson Financial Group a fee-only financial plan-
ning firm headquartered in Scarsdale, NY. The firm 
offers estate planning, insurance consulting, trust plan-
ning, cross-border planning, business valuation, family 
office and business management, executive financial 
planning, and tax services. Its sister firm, Palisades 
Hudson Asset Management, is an independent 
investment advisor with about $950 million under 
management. Branch offices are in Atlanta and Ft. 
Lauderdale. Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.
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A Whiff of Energy Prosperity May Be All We Get
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