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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
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COME TO A  
KLEZMER CONCERT

Sunday, February 9 at 2 PM
Sponsored by the Westchester Community for Humanistic Judaism

At the Community Unitarian Church, 468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains

FEATURING THE INTERGENERATIONAL 
BAND OF KLEZMER MUSICIANS  

LED BY DAN BIRENBAUM

NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION 
SUGGESTED DONATION $10

RSVP Charlotte Klein- 914-218-8535

For more information visit www.wchj.org

Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris
Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio program, has been operating for over two years 
via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 a.m. 
to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO

FeatureSection
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano Calls for Mayoral Control of Yonkers Board of Education
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano announced 
today that Superintendent Bernard 
Pierorazio will retire from his position as the 
head of the Yonkers Public Schools, effective 
in 30 days.

“I want to thank the Superintendent 
for his years of service to the city as well as 
his dedication and commitment to Yonkers’ 
26,000 students,” said Mayor Spano. “We 
wish him well in all his future endeavors.”

Mayor Spano said he and City 
Council President Liam McLaughlin will 
use this change in leadership to call upon 
New York State to pass legislation to enact 
mayoral control of the Board of Education 
in Yonkers.

Mayor Spano added, “It has recently 

come to my atten-
tion that the Board of 
Education is operating 
with a budget deficit 
that could be up to 
$55 million, the direct 
result of improperly 
accounted-for State Aid 
over the past two years. 
The City has repeat-
edly, without success, 
asked the Board of 
Education to open their 
books and work col-
laboratively with us, but 
they have not done so. 
We believe this deficit 

is a direct result of the City not 
having direct oversight of their 
budget.”

“Under current state 
law, the Board of Education 
operates completely indepen-
dent of City Hall, with no real 
transparency or accountability 
to parents and taxpayers. The 
current system does not work 
and it’s time for a change,” said 
Mayor Spano. 

“The Board of Education 
has been operating as a 
separate entity for too long and 
it just doesn’t work,” Council 
President McLaughlin said. 

“This incident highlights the lack of mayoral 
control and council input into education in 
our city. I stand with the Mayor in calling for 
passage of this legislation.”

Mayor Spano said that at this time he 
anticipates that the shortfall will not affect 
the classroom, and the City can utilize its 
own surplus funds in the short term to 
ensure adequate cash flow.

Pierorazio was appointed 
Superintendent of the Yonkers Public 
Schools by the Board of Education in 2005.

SOURCE: Christina Gilmartin, 
Communications Director, Office of the 
Mayor

Mayor Mike Spano

Mayor Mike Spano Legislator Ken Jenkins

Superintendent Bernard Pierorazio

Your Income Demands Attention 
EXCLUSIVE BREAKING NEWS

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY -- Yonkers 
Tribune learned from 
reliable sources on January 
16, 2014, that Yonkers 
Industrial Development 

Agency President and CEO Melvina 
Carter has accepted a position at the 
Yonkers Department of Finance working 
under the aegis of Finance Commissioner 
John Liszewski. She is expected to accede 
to her new “salt mine” in another week’s 
time. Replacing her will be Westchester 
County Board Legislator Ken Jenkins who 
has accepted a part-time position with the 
Yonkers IDA at a $60,000 per annum salary, 
leaving Legislator Jenkins with the dual 
responsibility to attend to the needs of the 
YIDA and that of the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators.

Mr Jenkins’ recently failed campaign 
effort for Westchester County Executive, 
coupled with his losing the position of 

Chairman of the Westchester County Board 
found him wanting financially and too far 
removed from his comfort zone, that of the 
power base of the Yonkers Democratic City 
Committee Chair. He had already begun 
to challenge present Chair Symra Brandon 
who was not interested in stepping down. 
Chair Brandon earned the support of 

Senate Conference Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins to hold on to her chairmanship. 
Mayor Mike Spano’s offer to Jenkins was a 
godsend. 

Mr. Jenkins’ bona fides as a former 
Yonkers City Committee Chair, and 
a former Westchester County Board 
Legislator Chair, coupled with his real 

estate brokerage license, a well-respected 
relationship with many of the “movers and 
shakers” in Westchester County and City of 
Yonkers circles, and his ancillary knowledge 
of economic development issues, and the 
alluring tug of patronage, are the necessary 
ingredients that bring Ken Jenkins’ prospects 
to the altar of the YIDA.  

Yonkers will experience another seismic 
shift in its political landscape. All the more 
reason for Mr Jenkins to be concerned over 
the Y.I.D.A., redefined as Your Income 
Demands Attention.
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EDUCATION

Yonkers City Council to Push Albany for Home Rule on Schools 
YONKERS, NY --Council President Liam 
J. McLaughlin and his colleagues on the 
City Council on Saturday, January 18, 2014,  
called for passage of a home rule request 
creating a Department of Education in the 
City of Yonkers. 

“I have been a long-time proponent of 
establishing a Department of Education in 
the city,” McLaughlin said. “The Board of 
Education has been operating as a separate 
entity for too long and it just doesn’t work. 
With the lack of mayoral control and 
council input into education in our city on 
issues from Common Core to improper 
accounting of state aid, our kids are getting 
left behind.”

Members of the Yonkers City Council 
said they would draft a resolution calling for 
the New York State Legislature to pass a 
Home Rule request creating a Department 
of Education in Yonkers under mayoral 
control. Similar measures have been intro-
duced in the State Legislature for other big 
five cities such as Rochester and passed in 
New York City.

Majority Leader John Larkin said, 

“Having served for four years on the 
council I recognize the need for us to have 
tighter oversight of the school budget. 
Therefore, I would be in support of creating 
a Department of Education under the 
control of the mayor and the Yonkers City 
Council to create greater transparency and 

accountability for taxpayers.”
Minority Leader Michael Sabatino 

said, “Today’s events present the city with 
an opportunity to think how best to educate 
our children.  We need to find a model that 
works. I am open to considering the options 
of mayoral control.  Ultimately we need to 
have a workable system where the mayor 
and the city council have more oversight on 
how our residents’ tax dollars are spent on 
educating our children. Its important that we 
do our due diligence on this potential policy 
change with the input of the stakeholders.”

A special joint meeting of the Budget 
and Education Committees has been called 
for Tuesday January 21, 2014,  at Yonkers 
City Hall to discuss the $55 million deficit 
the school district faces after submitting two 
consecutive budgets that relied on revenues 
from state aid which never materialized. 

Councilmember Mike Breen said, “The 
creation of a Department of Education will 
provide for greater accountability and man-
agement of our city school district. We owe it 
to our kids to reform our school governance 
in Yonkers to ensure that the representatives 

who are accountable to the electorate can 
hold our schools accountable.”

Councilmember Dennis Shepherd 
added that in many instances through-
out the United States mayoral control has 
increased graduation rates, school safety, 
parental involvement, teacher longevity and 
guaranteed school choice. “We cannot afford 
to study this issue any longer. It is time for 
the state legislature to act to ensure direct 
city oversight of our schools and the school 
budget,” he said.

Councilmember Corazon Pineda said 
“As we move forward, the Yonkers City 
Council is committed to doing everything 
in our power to ensure funds are appropri-
ately spent and accounted for. In order to do 
what’s best for the children of our city, I plan 
on listening and working with our mayor, my 
colleagues, and my constituents in order to 
find the best solution. Whether it would be 
a mayoral controlled education department 
or revitalization of what’s currently in place, 
it’s clear that changes need to be made and 
I’m dedicated to working together to find 
the best option.” 

Councilmember Christopher Johnson 
said, “Our children deserve a system that 
will prepare them to be leaders in today’s 
competitive global economy and the current 
system has not helped our children reach 
their fullest potential. In some communi-
ties a Department of Education has been 
the answer, but we owe it to them to have 
an open and transparent process that looks 
at options that can improve their chances at 
success.”

The group feels that the time for school 
reform is now. According to the Center for 
American Progress, Mayor-controlled districts 
have seen increases in student achievement. 

“We owe it to our kids to build a 
Department of Education under the super-
vision of the Mayor with oversight of the 
council,” McLaughlin said. “I will work 
with the mayor and my council colleagues 
to lobby our state delegation for passage of 
this necessary reform in the weeks ahead as 
a standalone measure, or as part of the state 
budget.”

SOURCE: Office of Yonkers City 
Council President Liam McLaughlin

City Council President Liam McLaughlin

CommunitySection
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
The Academy Award nomi-
nations came out this week 
and since we haven’t seen a 
movie since “Ben Hur,” my 
resolution continues to be 

to see at least one nominated movie before 
the Awards are given out. Wish me luck and 
welcome to this week’s “Oscar free” edition 
of “News & Notes.”

Hudson Chorale, Westchester’s largest 
mixed chorus, will open its fourth season on 
Saturday and Sunday, January 25th and 26th 
at 3:00pm at the Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church with a spirited and inspiring concert 
of choral works by American composers 
who looked to poets for their inspiration. 
The Frost-Thompson connection is only one 
component of this very special program of 
poetry brought vividly to life by its natural 
companion, music…and no, they did not 
ask me to join in the singing, they must have 

heard my voice.
One of our favorite “Clubhouse House” 

radio show guests and South Salem golfer 
Nicole Morales has been named the top-
ranked junior player in the country by 
“Golf Week” and the American Junior Golf 
Association, way to go Nicole and good luck 
playing golf next season at the University of 
Alabama.

Are you ready to do-si-do? The Friendly 
Squares Dance Club announces two free 
square dancing fun nights at the Katonah 
Methodist Church. No experience necessary, 
just grab your hat and swing your partner 
round and round.

The Armstrong Education Center is 
hosting a night at the movies, “Mountain 
Patrol.” The movie celebrates the strong spirit 
of a Tibetan group fighting to save their 
native wildlife, there will be popcorn and the 
movie starts at 7:00pm.

Via Venti, in Mount Kisco, invites 

people to come enjoy a delicious 5-course 
tasting menu to benefit Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind on January 26th. Guests will be offered 
blindfolds to test their palate and see how 
savvy their taste buds really are.

The Field Library in Peekskill will be 
hosting free Kaplan ACT/SAT combina-
tion Test Practice and Preparation Sessions 
this winter and spring. Learn the difference 
between the ACT and SAT and which is 
right for you. A Practice Test is one of the 
best ways to get ready for the real thing… 
you will know exactly what to expect on Test 
Day, get a complete analysis of your results, 
and learn exclusive strategies to improve your 
scoring ability. 

All you train lovers out there, get your 
caboose over to the Westchester County 
Center in White Plains on January 26th for 
the annual Toy and Train Show.

Jean-Georges Vongerichten, a world 
renowned chef has recently opened a new 

restaurant, The Inn at Pound Ridge by Jean-
Georges, if you need a taste tester we are 
standing by with fork in hand.

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all the volunteers and local 
businesses for their support at the first 

annual Bowl-A-Thon for the Fox Lane 
Sports Boosters club. Hats off and three 
cheers to Roger Stern and Greg Raue who 
led the way for this fundraiser to help the 
association raise awareness and money to 

Bedford School Board Member Suzanne Grant, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Jere Hochman, 
and Athletic Director Beth Staropoli during Fox Lane Sports Boosters Club Bowl-A-Thon held 

at GPNY SPINS Bowl in Mount Kisco.

Continued on page 5
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By SHERIF AWAD
Sanctity is a short film by 
actress and writer-director 
Ahd Kamel, the first Saudi 
woman to study film direc-
tion and acting in the U.S. 

After working as an assistant in many foreign 
films, Ahd dreamed of making a film about 
the poor areas in Saudi Arabia, specifically 
in Jeddah, which is usually depicted in films 
as the homeland of skyscrapers, highways, 
fancy malls, and rich people driving luxuri-
ous cars and wearing expensive clothes. She 
did not want to focus on such clichés, which 
are considered one of many outer shells that 

hides horrific facts that no one dared discuss 
before.

The film’s title is about the sanctity of 
life, aside from the already known concepts 
and definitions of sanctity, such as sanctity 
of women, orphans or houses. Based on 
real stories, the plot revolves about Areej, 
also played by Ahd, a pregnant young Saudi 
widow enduring many social challenges to 
protect her unborn child as she is ever more 
subjected to the laws of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. Ahd didn’t look for another 
actress to play Areej because she knew it was 
hard to find a young Saudi actress who could 
do it. As for the shooting in Jeddah, it took 
place there in the rarely seen poor districts. 
“Many would say that I chose to shoot the 
film in the slums in an attempt to standout 
from others, but in fact the only reason that 
led me to these places is the story of the film. 
I had never previously visited these places 
before, but I’ve always heard about them”, 
she explained.

Ahd had to pay visits to these places 

weeks in advance to select a house and places 
where most the scenes were shot. Everyone 
there was highly cooperative with Ahd 
as they were enthusiastic about the film 
intended to discuss their problems, those to 
which society has turned a deaf ear. They 

were so happy and proud to see a young 

Saudi woman to shoot a film engrossed in 
their everyday concerns and hardships long 
neglected in the past, now facing scrutiny. 
Shooting took place over the course of seven 
successive days in Al-Hendaweya District 
where the cast and residents became one 

family. They shared their stories every day; 

they told us their stories and problems. They 
were so cooperative that Saudi Director Ahd 
engaged some of them to appear in her film.

For instance, all the women appearing 
in the opening funeral scene were from the 
district where some funny situations took 
place recalled Ahd. “Some thought it was a 
real funeral and after being told it wasn’t real, 
a woman asked Ahd, “How could you cry 
that much for a man you don’t really know?”

Another funny situation took place 
when Ahd ran from one house to another 
during the shooting of her in the role of a 
pregnant widow. A woman once told her, 
“You should be careful so that the unborn 
baby doesn’t get hurt.” Due to the limited 
budget, the film was scheduled to finish 
shooting within only seven days, and suc-
cessfully met the deadline with some time 
to spare.

CALENDAR

build a new concession stand at the high 
school in memory of Tina Burbank, a 
beloved member of the community who 
died last year. Good sports award goes out 
to Bedford Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Jere Hochman and Athletic Director Beth 
Staropoli, who both lasted all 24 hours and 
still had smiles on their faces, although I 
think their arms grew a few inches from all 
that rolling…

Looking for something to do with your 
children during Spring Break? Check out 
Teatown Lake Reservation’s Mini Camp in 
Ossining, February 17-21.

Happy Birthday to my middle daughter 
Amanda as she turns the big 21 this week. 
Seems like yesterday, when I was 21, well, 
maybe not… see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

News & Notes 
from Northern 
Westchester

CALENDAR
Sabbath Services at 
Yorktown Jewish Center
During the winter months, Sabbath 
Services will begin at 6:15 PM on Friday 
evenings, and at 9:15 AM on Saturday 
mornings.
Everyone is welcome to join the Yorktown 
Jewish Center, 2966 Crompond Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Tel: 
914-245-2324. www.info@yorktown-
jewishcenter.org

BINGO at Yorktown 
Jewish Center
BINGO is played at the Yorktown Jewish 
Center every other Sunday.  The schedule 
for the next 3 sessions is: Sunday, January 
26th; Sunday, February 9th; and Sunday, 
February 23rd.   Doors open at 5:00 PM 
and play begins at 6:30. 
$3,000 worth of prizes are given out 
each session, plus a Progressive Game is 
offered.  Food and fun are available and 
everyone is welcome to join in the fun 
and comraderie. For more information 
contact the Yorktown Jewish Center, 
2966 Crompond Road, Yorktown 
Heights, NY 10598. Tel: 914-245-2324.
www.info@yorktownjewishcenter.org

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Sanctity

Ahd, the star and writer-director of the film 
“Sanctity”

Ahd, dressed in white garb feigns being in mourning while the other women believe they are attending a real funeral.

Ali, a “stateless” young Yemeni man struggles for recognition in the Kingdom of Saudia Arabia.

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6
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Sanctity brings many issues into the 
consciousness. The main concern suffered by 
the protagonist was that she had no finan-
cial provider or a legal guardian while she 
struggles to protect her unborn child. On a 
parallel plane, the film sheds light on other 
social issues impacting Saudi Arabia. Issues 
such as social security that provide poor 
families with some monetary allowance. Ahd 
says that “social security is undergoing some 
changes nowadays, but many have suffered 
while dealing with this governmental body; 
I personally went through that experience 

once. First, you have to make an appointment 
long before you actually can pay a visit to the 
agency, and then once you get there they tell 
you the system is broken down has broken 
down. It is quite depressing. I guess that all 
residents in the Arab World suffer with gov-
ernmental departments. At the same time, a 
woman in the Kingdom of Saudia Arabia 
(KSA) doesn’t have the right to go out every 
day, and she has to find a driver to give her 
a ride to her destination, which adds to the 
burden on the shoulders of women seeking 
governmental aid, another issue brought to 
light through the film.”

A stateless resident, born in KSA, does 
not have the right to enjoy national citizen-
ship in Saudi Arabia or any other country; a 

problem reflected upon in the film through 
Ali, a young man who struggles because of 
his Yemeni origins. Ahd stresses that this 
problem is a prevailing one throughout the 
Gulf countries, not only in Saudi Arabia. No 
solutions have yet been taken place, that’s 
why Ahd was so keen on reflecting on this 
problem through the film as Ali works drug 
dealing to be able to provide for his essential 
needs in a society that deprives him the right 
to hold official documents acknowledging 
him as a Saudi citizen.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is 
a film / video critic and curator. He is the film 
editor of Egypt Today Magazine (www.
EgyptToday.com), and the artistic director 
for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 

Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and is the film critic of 
Variety Arabia (http://varietyarabia.com/), 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), the 

Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://www.
almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) 
and The Westchester Guardian (www.
WestchesterGuardian.com).

Ahd in the role of Areej, a Saudi woman who lost her husband while bearing his child.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Sanctity
Continued from page 5

By PEGGY GODFREY 
Consultant Skip Smallridge 
asserted his Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) study 
was proposed as a “begin-
ning of a dialogue.” This 

study was a planned exercise to bring a 
vision of what “growth” of the area near the 
New Rochelle Metro North train station 
would bring to downtown New Rochelle. 
It was prepared with respect to Housing 
and Urban Renewal ( HUD ) grant focused 
on the premise of transit oriented develop-
ment. A brief historical perspective of Main 
and Huguenot Streets area within a ½ mile 
radius using the train station as its center 
point was presented.

Existing zoning and land use near the 
train station were broken down into present 
use percent values. The circles drawn about 
the station included 22.8% retail, 18.6% 
residential and mixed use, parking 8.3%, 
and vacant land at 5.1%. The overreach-
ing “concept” was to provide a “vibrant, safe 
and pleasant access to the New Rochelle 
Transportation Center”. 

Smallridge suggests only areas not 
recently redeveloped should be considered, 

noting high-rise buildings and parcel consol-
idation was needed. A high-rise tower in the 
vicinity of the train station could be linked 
to the present parking garage. Two options 
were expressed: a high-rise with a pedestrian 
bridge or a more ambitious expanded train 
station fronting on North Avenue, possibly 
with elevators. Stamford’s present train 
station was given as a model worthy of being 
emulated. 

The consultant erroneously referred 
to Maple and North Avenues as Maple 
and North Streets. “Maple Street”, he said, 
“could contain a five-story housingstructure 
and a five-story garage. Ancillary to those 
suggested plans were bicycle lanes running 
between the New Rochelle Transmodel 
(train station) and Iona College. A general 
reduction of parking spaces in the present 
city’s zoning codes was also suggested. 
Recommendations also include public 
outreach. Meetings in the summer and 
fall of 2013 “done in conjunction with the 
city’s comprehensive plan update” were 
mentioned.

Their findings included criticism of the 
“existing zoning” restrictions of 2-3 floors 
and “allowable auto-oriented uses” because 

greater densities are required. What may 
be viewed as very controversial is the “con-
clusions” that “parcel consolidation” is 
needed for the more dense and high-rise 
buildings projected. Perhaps the items that 
will create the most controversy in the conjec-
tured projections is that a new development 
can potentially create 2,242 residential units. 
Development Commissioner Luiz Aragon 
suggested a new school could be built in 
one of the proposed new buildings. Mayor 
Noam Bramson alluded to undefined “dif-
ficulties posed” while admonishing the 
assembled that “open eyes are needed”. Even 
so, Bramson offeredthe 2017 target date an 
“unlikely completion date.” 

Several New Rochelle Councilmembers, 
along with Bramson and Aragon, 
appeared to be favorably disposed to 
the consultant’s extremely bold view for 
New Rochelle. Both Councilwoman Shari 
Rackman and Councilman Ivar Hyden 
expressed positive reactions to the study. 
Councilman Jared Rice felt the report was 
“upbeat” and Councilman Lou Trangucci 
“liked what he saw” in the plan, especially 
the part which was in conjunction with 
the hospital. Aragon suggested while we 

are finishing the comprehensive plan this 
is the right time to implement the TOD 
study. Bramson suggested the advanced 
TOD study has the potential to enhance the 
downtown.

Juxtaposed to the majority New 
Rochelle Councilmembers, Councilman 
Barry Fertel was the lone voice seriously 
questioning the integrity and prognosis 
of the TOD report. Fertel notes recent 
city historical outcomes go to underwrite 
his cautious view of the TOD study. At a 
previous meeting Fertel questioned why the 
only developer seemingly interested in the 
Garden Street area was desirous to build 
housing. After the TOD consultant had 
given his vision for the area, Fertel again 
questioned the lack of interest in develop-
ing the area. Aragon’s responded by noting 
the the undefined vision for the city was 
curtailing interest. Fertel persisted in asking 
what the city would have to do to follow 
the concepts promoted in the TOD report. 
While he expressed cautious optimism, he 
emphasized the grandiose plans appended to 
recent projects went toward diminishing the 
concepts and thwarting interest in deference 
to the lack of past commitments. 

Fertel asked, “what can the city council 
do to eliminate running into a brick wall? 
Aragon insisted it was important to have a 
vision “to tell a story,” and nothing would 
happen if the community is not involved. He 
characterized this as a “bumpy road.”

Councilman Al Tarantino who had not 
expressed his perspective during the meeting 
advised The Westchester Guardian afterwards 
the TOD study had been paid for by HUD 
and was a computer generated study based 
on information available about the city. He 
said this is a conceptual model of what you 
can do on building sites in the transit district. 
It does not mean that it will happen today, 
tomorrow or next year. What it does do is 
give one an idea of what can be done.  

Computers can analyze data but resi-
dents, having learned from the past, use a 
historical barometer by which to gauge to 
substantiate prospective plans for future 
considerations. Residents may justifiably 
question why the TOD study ignored the 
recent rezoning definitions, the still unap-
proved comprehensive plan, or even the 
overlay zone permitted in the downtown 
now. At issue is how residents will come to 
view the computer generated models.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and former 
educator.

Computer Projections for New Rochelle’s Downtown 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
When I was about 9, my 
father, a New York City 
Police Officer, said some-
thing that I didn’t quite 
get and I, probably reading 

“Popeye” at the time, quoted J. Wellington 
Wimpy, saying “Beg Pardon.” My father 
took off his glasses – he had been reading 
a book – and said “What did you say?” I 
replied, “Beg pardon. I didn’t hear you.” He 
said “No. Don’t use that expression – convicts 

beg pardon. You say ‘excuse me’ or ‘I’m sorry. 
I didn’t hear you.’” I tried to explain about 
Wimpy but to no avail – “Wimpy is a comic 
book character. You are a human being. 
Use the language properly.” End of discus-
sion – he went back to his reading and, as 
I remember, I never found out what he had 
originally said.

He was both wrong and right. “Pardon” 

is used as a synonym for “Excuse” as in 
“Pardon Me” when trying to move through 
a crowd. When you add “beg” to it, however, 
he is right, particularly in his frame of ref-
erence as an NYPD officer, and I learned 
something from that exchange:

To treasure language
To chose words carefully
To respect the literal meaning of words 

and phrases
With that background and the added 

layers of being an English major, a constant 
reader and a fairly prolific writer, I have 
become a bit of a nudge on the subject 
of words. For instance, it galls me to hear 
someone say “No problem” in response to 
“Thank you.” rather than “You’re welcome.” 

Language – Use & Misuse
FROM WHERE I  SIT

Continued on page 7
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FROM WHERE I  SIT

There is some equality between “Thank you” 
and “You’re welcome.” When the response is 
“No problem,” it somehow takes away from 
the respect that my “Thank you” is due. I 
might not be thanking you if what you did 
was no problem at all.

I even get annoyed when I hear the 
best sports announcer of my lifetime (maybe 
any lifetime), Marv Albert, constantly 
misuse a word – and now the young Marv 
Albert, Mike Breen, does the same thing. 
If the New York Knickerbockers are losing 
109-104 to the Boston Celtics and Iman 
Shumpert hits a three-point shot, he does 

NOT “Bring the Knicks to within two” – 
he brings them TO “behind by two”; if he 
brought them to “within two,” they would 
be losing by one. “Within” means “inside of ” 
and not “equal to.”

I get even more frosted when I hear 
people whom I expect better from to con-
stantly misuse the word that I associate with 
passionate lovemaking, “fuck” as a meaning-
less adjective as either a curse or a throwaway 
word to refer to another driver, the rain, a 
nasty neighbor or any old thing. It gets even 
worse when the word becomes part of every 
sentence. I have a friend who, after conclud-
ing a story with “I should have called the 
fucking cops,” looked at me incredulously 
when I replied ”or you could have called the 
regular ones.”

(Now, I know that, according to 
Wikipedia, the word has been used as a 
curse since 1475 but I wasn’t around then to 
throw up my hands and say “Stop – you’re 
ruining a wonderful word” so I’m doing it 
now!).

Although it’s not used as often, I also 
don’t understand why men use a term for an 
intimate part of a woman’s body as a curse 
– when we are told that most men think of 
acts involving that part quasi-constantly. The 
whole thing sounds bi-polar to me!

While I find the misuse of words as 
offensive, I find no word offensive in itself. I 
do recognize, however, that some people do 
see words relating to sex or bathroom func-
tions as offensive and so we have George 
Carlin’s “The Seven Words” that you can’t use 

on television” – words proscribed as offensive 
(and punishable by fine) if used on radio and 
television. Newspapers have tended until 
recent years to go along with FCC list of 
words but now, I suppose to better inform 
their readers (and to sell more papers), they 
turn the most frequently used word of that 
type into ”f#*k” or something like that. Do 
they really think that children or people who 
might be offended by the word don’t imme-
diately know what f#*k should be read as? 
Do they really think they are that stupid?

If the press is reporting what the late 
John Gotti – or Dick Nixon – or JR Smith 
was saying, let them report it. If we find the 
language offensive, perhaps we should find 
the user offensive.

Language is the way we describe the 

world around us – the way we commu-
nicate – the way we express ourselves. It 
should be accurate and as precise as possible. 
Descriptive adjectives are fine as long as they 
are accurate and make sense. The rain can no 
more perform a sexual act then can our tele-
vision set when Iman Shumpert brings the 
Knicks to down by two – and, if it could, the 
papers would not spell it correctly anyhow – 
so it would truly be “no problem!

Links to other writing, Podcasts, and radio 
broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com; 
hear my interview of Westchester Guardian 
editor Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkradio.
com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-
show .

800.824.6764

••••

Own your home
Have a southern facing roof
Have little to no shading
Pay an electric bill 

If you have all of these qualifications, call
ROOF DIAGNOSTICS SOLAR 

to learn how you can get your FREE Solar Installed TODAY! 

ROOF DIAGNOSTICS 

 

LOOKING FOR 50 HOMES FOR
     SOLARFREE

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

Language – Use & Misuse
Continued from page 6

HOUSING

WHITE PLAINS, NY -- The Federal 
Home Loan Bank of New York announced 
on Wednesday, January 15, 2014, the award 
of a $507,727 grant to Grace Church 
Community Center, Inc. to help finance 
the rehabilitation of the Open Arms Men’s 
Shelter, which provides 52 beds in three large 
congregate dorms for homeless men. CMS 
Bank, a member of the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of New York, submitted the applica-
tion for the funding.

“This year marks the 25th anniversary 
of the creation of the Affordable Housing 
Program,” said Alfred A. DelliBovi, president 
and CEO of the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of New York. “In that time, the Home Loan 
Bank has been honored to partner with both 
our members and scores of terrific non-profit 
housing organizations across the region to 

help build affordable homes. Thanks to the 
hard work of these community institutions, 
as well as the support the Program contin-
ues to receive from Congress, the AHP has 
become one of the most successful housing 
programs in the nation.”

The Open Arms Men’s Shelter cur-
rently provides 38 transitional shelter beds 
and 14 emergency shelter beds to homeless 
single men in three large congregate dorms. 
The number of beds will remain the same 
in the reconfigured facility but will more 
appropriately house residents in singles, 
doubles and smaller dorm rooms. There will 
also be a conversion of the second floor office 
space to housing as part of the rehabilitation 
efforts. Additional financing will be provided 
by the New York State Office of Temporary 
Disability Assistance Homeless Housing 

Assistance Program.
The Federal Home Loan Bank System’s 

Affordable Housing Program, created in 
1989, provides member community lenders 
with direct subsidies, which are passed on to 
qualified households through a sponsoring 
local non-profit organization. AHP financ-
ing is combined with other funding sources 
to create housing for moderate-, low- and 
very-low-income families.

The Federal Home Loan Bank of 
New York is a Congressionally chartered, 
wholesale Bank. The mission of the Federal 
Home Loan Banks is to support the efforts 
of local members to help provide financing 
for America’s homebuyers.

FHBNY Awards Housing Rehabilitation Grant 
to Open Arms Men’s Shelter

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

Eric Clapton 
Guitar Festival

MUSIC

This is the fourth edition of Eric Clapton’s 
Guitar Festival that welcomes back artists 
who played at that very first event, such as 
B.B. King, Booker T. Jones, Jeff Beck, John 
Mayer, Robert Randolph, Robert Cray, 
Vince Gill, Buddy Guy, Doyle Bramhall 
II, Jimmie Vaughan and David Hidalgo 

of Los Lobos. Other performers include 
the Allman Brothers, Keith Richards, Kurt 
Rosenwinkel, Earl Klugh, Gary Clark Jr., 
Keith Urban, Keb’ Mo’ and Taj Mahal.

The standard DVD and Blu-ray 
versions present forty-five songs from 
both evenings of Crossroads 2013 in either 

stereo or 5.1 surround. The audio CD set 
has twenty-nine tracks on two discs. Some 
performances omitted from the CD are 
Clapton’s “Crossroads,” “Spider Jiving” 
(for Dominos bassist Carl Radle,) with 
Fairweather-Low, “Big Road Blues” with 
Kurt Rosenwinkel which is sumptuously 

http://www.johnmac13.com/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
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MUSIC

swinging, “Everyday I Have the Blues” with 
B.B. King, Jimmie Vaughan and The Robert 
Cray Band, and (for good reason) a cover 
of Bob Dylan’s “I Shall Be Released” with 
The Band’s Robbie Robertson who’s perfor-
mance was dreadful. The finale “High Time 
We Went” is also left off the CD, go figure?

Video disc one first night: Before I get 
to the highlights, let me first say that the 
sound and video quality is striking. From the 
negative side, three were so many top-shelf 
musicians supporting the main performers 
that unfortunately aren’t credited. I attended 
this first night and can tell you that the way 
the main stage was organized on a one 
hundred and eighty degree pivot, allowed 
the performances to be virtually non-stop. 
Kudos to the producers, directors and con-
ceptual originators who made this night an 
additional delight with no down-time at all! 
Onto the highlights: “Lay Down Sally” with 
Clapton and Vince Gill is smooth as butter 
yet it still burns. The Booker T segment 
(with Steve Cropper) was very entertain-
ing, old warhorses like “Time Is Tight,” 
and “Green Onions” were very memorable. 
Their rendition of “Born Under a Bad Sign” 
(written by Booker T. and William Bell, 
and made famous at Stax by Albert King) 
was Uplifted by an unusually snarling and 
growling Keb’ Mo’ on vocals and guitar, 
as well as the great Matt Murphy’s guitar. 
Robert Cray’s “Great Big Old House” was 
a snore, but he bounced back when B.B. 
King, Clapton and Jimmie Vaughan joined 
in for a rousing “Everyday I have the Blues.” 
From the jazz world Earl Klugh displayed 
his dexterity on two tunes in a duo format 
with bassist Al Turner. Jazz guitarist Kurt 

Rosenwinkel was Pat Metheny like on his 
“Heavenly Bodies,” and really soared when 
Clapton joined him for a swinging “Big 
Road Blues.” John Mayer took his time with 
his “Queen of California” and ripped it up 
with extremely heady and powerful guitar 
solos, which was easily the best performance 
of both nights. If that wasn’t enough, Mayer 
followed with the Beatles’ “Don’t Let Me 
Down” with Keith Urban on lead guitar 
and vocals that was also impressive. The 
Allman Brothers paid tribute to Derek & 
the Dominos and brought out Clapton for a 
solid cover of “Why Does Love Have to be 
so Sad,” where Warren Haynes also excelled, 
and Derek Trucks almost perfectly played 
the Duane Allman parts.

The night concluded with “Whipping 
Post” which (by Allman Brothers standards 
was a short) but intense, and the night was 
over clocking in at nearly four hours of music.

Video disc two second night: Sonny 
Landreth opened with his “Congo Square” 
with Derek Trucks on guitar which was a 
wonderful idea and a slide guitar marriage 
from the heavens. John Mayer shined again 
this time in an acoustic duo with Doyle 
Bramhall II on Bramhall’s “Change It.” 
Jimmie Vaughan’s cover of Lloyd Price’s 
“Oh-Oh-Oh” swung mightily. Los Lobos 
with Robert Cray didn’t connect on “I Got 
to Let You Know,” and their “Don’t Worry 
Baby” (though they tried,) brought to light 
that these guys are not a blues band. Albert 
Lee and Vince Gill were another perfect 
and stylistic pairing tearing it up on Rodney 
Crowell’s “I Ain’t Living Long Like This.” 
I didn’t care for Beth Hart’s over the top 
vocals with Jeff Beck covering Don Nix’s 

“Going Down,” but enjoyed seeing and 
hearing bassist Tal Wilkenfeld returning to 
Beck’s band. Not only did Keith Richards 
play guitar with Clapton he also did a good 
job singing “Key to the Highway” which 
was also covered by Derek & the Dominos 
decades ago. Andy Fairweather Low and 
Clapton did a fine job covering “Gin House 
Blues.” And Bramhall was sharp with 
Clapton (on another Dominos cover) “Got 
to Get Better in a Little While” which may 
have been Clapton’s strongest solo from both 
evenings. But Clapton sounded uninspired 
covering Robert Johnson’s “Crossroads” (you 
knew they had to perform it though,) and 
was similarly unconvincing on his cover of 
Cream’s “Sunshine of Your Love.” They sent 
everyone home with Joe Cocker’s and Chris 
Stainton’s “High Time We Went” with an 
amazing amount of guitarists and musicians 
on stage that didn’t create what could have 
easily been a train-wreck. Short yet standout 
guitar solos came from Sonny Landreth, and 
especially from Kurt Rosenwinkel who liter-
ally exploded. At the end everyone on stage 
joined together to take their well deserved 
bows, as Clapton spoke to the crowd saying 
“we’ll see you in two years,” not three years 
so yeah!

Royalties from this purchase will benefit 
the exemplary work done at Crossroads 
Centre www.CrossroadsAntigua.org that 
was founded in Antigua as the Crossroads 
Centre for the treatment of alcoholism and 
drug addiction in 1998. It was in 2004 that 
they created the Crossroads Eric Clapton 
Guitar Festival to benefit the facility. Since 
their first ’04 fest, Crossroads Festivals have 
taken place every three years, in 2007, 2010 

and 2013. This 2013 edition is now available 
on CD, DVD and Blu-ray at: www.Rhino.
com

Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 
celebrating 13 + years on the air at WFDU 
- http://wfdu.fm, 24x7 On Demand 
Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/

show/profile/11, WFDU’s Sounds of Blue 
is the most pledged to program for 5 con-
secutive years. Senior Contributing Editor 
to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com, http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

Eric Clapton Guitar Festival Madison Square Garden, New York - April 12 & 13, 2013 www.Rhino.com

By ROBERT SCOTT
This week we turn our 
attention to the Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery, a 
Roman Catholic burial site 
in Hawthorne, N.Y. Here 

are some of the celebrities interred there:

Fred Allen.
Fred Allen. May 31, 1894-March 17, 1950. 
A former vaudevillian, he devised a new form 
of radio comedy in which he lampooned poli-
ticians and current events. His humor was the 
most admired and most frequently censored. 
He conducted a mock feud with fellow 
comedian and friend, Jack Benny. Married his 
partner, actress Portland Hoffa.

James Cagney
James Cagney. July 17, 1899-March 30, 
1986.
The son of a New York City bartender, he 
started in show business as a chorus boy and 
dancer in the 1921 musical Pitter Patter. His 
film roles ranged from Shakespeare to Cody 

Jarret, the psychopathic, mother-obsessed 
killer of White Heat. Won an Oscar for por-
traying George M. Cohan in Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.
His wife, dancer Frances W. “Billie” Cagney, 
is interred with him.

Lynne Carver. Sept. 13, 1916-Aug. 12, 
1955.
Born Virginia Reid Sampson, she began her 
film career at 18 singing in musicals. Later, 
she became a leading lady in Western films 
until forced to retire in 1948 because of ill 
health.

Kevin Coughlin. Dec. 12, 1945-Jan. 19, 
1976. 
This young actor grew up in Rye, N.Y. 
Despite a handicap (clubfeet) that made it 
difficult for him to walk, he had a promising 

career. He met an untimely end in Los 
Angeles, killed by a hit-and run-driver as 
he cleaned his windshield. His wife. Marcia 
Kandell, was a witness to the incident.

Dudley Digges
Dudley Digges. June 9, 1879-Dec. 29, 1947.

Looking at the Stars in Westchester 2
PEOPLE
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An Irish character actor who appeared in 
more than 60 films. His stage career began 
in 1907 and lasted until 1947. His film 
career spanned the years from 1929 to 1947. 
Married to actress Mary Quinn.

Jessica Dragonette
Jessica Dragonette. Feb. 14, 1900-March 
15, 1980.
Singer, actress and radio performer born in 
India. Her first stage appearance was in Earl 
Carroll’s Varieties in 1925. For more than 40 
years she was the voice of the popular radio 
program The Philco Hour. During World 
War II, she was one of the most active per-
formers for American troops.

James A. Farley
James Aloysius Farley. May 30, 1888-June 
9, 1976.
One of the first Irish Catholic politicians to 
achieve success on a national level. He was 
the successful campaign manager for Al 
Smith’s 1922 New York State gubernatorial 
campaign and Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1928 
and 1930 campaigns for the same office/ As 
campaign manager of FDR’s 1932 and 1936 
presidential campaigns, he was one of the 
first to use polling to predict results—in each 
case a landslide victory..

Julie Haydon
Julie Haydon. June 10, 1910-Dec. 24, 1984.
Born Donatella Donaldson in Oak Park, 
Ill., she was signed by RKO because of her 
resemblance to blonde actress Ann Harding 
but her acting talents were underused in 
films. She is remembered as Laura in the 
original 1945 stage production of The Glass 
Menagerie. Married to critic George Jean 
Nathan.

Anna Held
Anna Held. March 18, 1876-Aug. 12, 1913. 
Polish-born stage performer. After her 
Jewish family fled to Paris, she found work 
as an actress and became a Roman Catholic. 
She was the first wife of producer Florenz 
Ziegfeld, whom she had met in London 
in 1896. They were never legally married, 
although she obtained a divorce from him 
in 1913. With Ziegfeld she had several suc-
cesses that made her a millionaire.

Portland Hoffa
Portland Hoffa. Jan. 25, 1905-Dec. 25, 
1990.
Named for her place of birth in Oregon, 
this actress began in vaudeville, where she 
worked with and later married Fred Allen. 
After Allen’s death she married orchestra 
leader Joe Rines in 1959. They remained 
married until his death in 1986.
Rines is buried in Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Los Angeles. She died four years later and 
is buried beside Fred Allen in the Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

Phillips Holmes. July 22, 1907-Aug. 12, 
1942.
Son of actors Taylor Holmes and Edna 
Phillips and older brother of actor Ralph 
Holmes. Both brothers married and were 
divorced from torch singer Libby Holman. 
During the Second World War, he and 
his brother joined the Royal Canadian Air 
Force. Phillips Holmes died in a mid-air 

collision in 1942. Ralph returned from the 
war suffering from mental problems. He 
committed suicide in September of 1945, a 
month after separating from Libby Holman. 
She remarried and committed suicide in 
1971.

Peggy Hopkins Joyce
Peggy Hopkins Joyce. May 26, 1895-June 
12, 1957.
An actress best known for her habit of 
marrying and divorcing wealthy men, she 
had six husbands.
Bess Houdini. Jan. 22, 1875-Feb. 11, 1943.
Born Wilhelmina Beatrice Rahner, she 
met a young magician named Harry Weiss, 
whom she married. Following her husband’s 
tragic death in 1926, he was buried in the 
Machpelah Jewish Cemetery in Queens. 
She made numerous attempts to commu-
nicate with him through spiritualists and 
eventually concluded that his death was 
final. She was not permitted to be buried 
with him, so she chose to be buried at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery.

Dorothy Kilgallen. July 3, 1913-Nov. 8, 
1965.
A graduate of the College of New Rochelle, 
she became a newspaper reporter, colum-
nist, and popular radio and TV personality. 
Married to actor and Broadway producer 
Dick Kollmar. She died mysteriously (fully 
clothed and sitting up in bed) after probing 
the Kennedy assassination. The file contain-
ing the results of her investigation was never 
found.

Ernesto Lecuona. Aug. 7, 1896-Nov. 29, 
1963. 
Cuban-born pianist and prolific omposer 
of more than 600 songs. Among these are 
Malagueña, Andalusia and Gitanerias. His 
popular song Always in My Heart was nomi-
nated for an Oscar in 1942 but lost out to 
White Christmas.

Billy Martin
Billy Martin. March 16, 1923-Dec. 25, 
1989.
Born Alfred Manuel Martin, he spent 
11 seasons in the major leagues as a player 
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RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT
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$1350/month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Elevator Building • 1 Block from MetroNorth Fleetwood Station • Monthly Parking Nearby

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Vermonters are understand-
ably proud of their scenic, 
mostly rural and unspoiled 
state, so it may have been 
a little jarring to hear Gov. 

Peter Shumlin talk about a “full-blown 
heroin crisis” and a mounting “hopelessness 
that can help drive drug habits.”

Jarring, but not exactly surprising. 
Even as just an occasional vacationer, for 
years I have heard about a swelling problem 
with heroin in the small city of Rutland, at 
the western foot of the Green Mountains. 
Overall, Shumlin said in his state of the 
state address, treatment for opiate use has 

increased nearly eightfold since 2000.
Which brings us directly to the 

question: What ails Vermont?
If we can tear our gaze away from those 

green hills, red barns, snowy ski slopes and 
brilliant fall colors, we might see a statisti-
cal picture of a state that is stagnating, like 
a retiree with too little to do. Bodies decay 
under such conditions, and spirits do too.

With an enviable unemployment rate 
of 4.4 percent for November, compared 
to the national 7 percent at that time, you 
might think Vermont’s economy is booming, 
much like that of equally rural, oil-fed North 
Dakota. But it isn’t. There were about 
335,000 Vermonters (from a total statewide 

population of about 626,000) working that 
month, including the self-employed. In 
November 1999, the state counted 328,200 
workers. That’s a pitiful net growth of fewer 
than 7,000 jobs in 14 years. By the way, 
North Dakota – with a population only 
slightly larger than that of Vermont – gained 
around 50,000 jobs in the same 14-year 
period.

The recession of 2008-2009 is not a big 
factor. After recovering many of the jobs lost 
in the downturn, Vermont actually lost some 
jobs during the past year. Unemployment 
fell during the same time, however, from 5 
percent to 4.4 percent, as more people left 
the labor force than entered it.

Overall, Vermont lost a handful of 
residents last year – the first population 
downturn in three-quarters of a century, 
according to the Census Bureau. From the 

1960s through the 1980s, Vermont gained 
residents at double-digit percentages. The 
state responded with numerous measures 
to curb development, including a land-gains 
tax of up to 80 percent on property that is 
acquired and quickly subdivided, usually 
for new housing developments. From 1990 
to 2000, the population increased only 8.2 
percent. From 2000 to 2010, the net gain 
was a scant 2.8 percent. These are not annual 
percentages; these are percentages for the 
entire decade. From 2010 to now, the growth 
is barely above zero.

Similar trends are playing out nationally, 
but they are exaggerated in Vermont. The 
state is older and much whiter than average. 
The state’s percentage of Hispanics (1.5 
percent) is the second-lowest in the country; 
the percentage of African-Americans (1 
percent) is third-lowest. These demographic 

groups tend to have higher birth rates than 
non-Hispanic whites.

It is no surprise that Vermont’s popula-
tion of school-age students is shrinking at an 
alarming rate. There were fewer than 90,000 
school-age Vermonters in 2011-12, accord-
ing to the state, compared to more than 
106,000 in 1996-97. The school population 
fell in all 15 of those years.

As school enrollments fall, costs per 
student are rising. The state spent about 
$13,500 per elementary and secondary 
student this year, up about 30 percent from 
a decade earlier.

Vermonters seem to think their state is a 
great place to live, but it seems not too many 
folks from other places agree.

Vermont’s notably chilly weather must 
play a role, as does its remoteness. But New 

and 16 as a manager. His record as a manager 
was 1,253 wins as against 1,013 losses. He 
died in a bizarre single-vehicle accident as a 
passenger in his pickup truck on Christmas 
Day, 1989.

Sal Mineo
Sal Mineo. Jan. 10, 1939-Feb. 12, 1976. 
Born Salvatore Mineo in the Bronx. 
Apprehended after an attempted robbery at 
age 10, he was allowed by a judge to attend 
acting school in lieu of incarceration. He 
debuted in 1951 on Broadway at age 22 in 
The Rose Tattoo. Stabbed near his home in 
Los Angeles by a robber. His killer, a pizza 
deliveryman, was sentenced to 57 years in 
prison. 

Condé Nast
Condé Nast. March 26, 1873-Sept. 19, 
1942.

Following graduation from Georgetown 
University in 1894, he studied law but 
decided not to practice the profession. He 
bought the magazine Vogue in 1909 and 
turned it into a “class” magazine—a peri-
odical aimed at a particular social group 
and readership. He followed this with the 
purchase of Vanity Fair and a similar conver-
sion. These marked the start of his magazine 
empire.

George Jean Nathan
George Jean Nathan. Feb. 14, 1882-April 
8, 1958.
Acid-tongued drama critic and prolific 
author, known for his association with H.L. 
Mencken and the magazine The Smart 
Set. Nathan is believed to be the model for 
Addison DeWitt, the waspish theater critic 
played by George Sanders in Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz’s film All About Eve, Nathan 
married actress Julie Haydon in 1955.

Elliott Nugent
Elliott Nugent. Sept. 20, 1896-Aug. 9, 1980.
Multi-talented director, actor, playwright 
and screenwriter, he married stage and screen 
actress Norma Lee, who also died in 1980 
and is buried beside him. He was the college 
roommate of James Thurber. Together, they 
wrote the play The Male Animal in which 
Nugent starred with Gene Tierney. His 
1965 autobiography, Events Leading up to the 
Comedy, also deals with the alcoholism that 
ended his career.

Babe Ruth
George Herman “Babe” Ruth. Feb. 6, 
1895-Aug. 16, 1948.
By any yardstick, Babe Ruth was the greatest 
player that ever graced the game of baseball. 

Most of his records have been broken now 
by other assorted players. The Babe ended 
his 22 years in the big leagues with a career 
batting average of .342—earned with 2,873 
hits, 714 home runs, 2,217 runs batted in 
and 2,174 runs scored in 2,503 games. No 
wonder in his day he was the idol of millions 
of young boys.

Spyros P. Skouras. March 28, 1893-Aug. 
16, 1971.
One of three Greek immigrant brothers, he 
assisted in the merger of the William Fox 
studios with 20th Century Films to create 
20th Century Fox of which he became presi-
dent. He died in Mamaroneck, N.Y.

James J. Walker
James J. Walker. June 19, 1881-Nov. 18, 
1946.
The dapper mayor was born in Greenwich 
Village. After serving in the New York State 
Assembly and Senate for many years, he was 
elected mayor in 1925, defeating incum-
bent John F. Hylan. He was re-elected by a 

wide margin in 1929 but resigned as mayor 
in September of 1932 when the Seabury 
investigation revealed details of his graft-
ridden administration. The following year 
he divorced his wife and married 26-year 
old showgirl Betty Compton. The marriage 
lasted until 1941.

Malcolm Wilson
Malcolm Wilson. Feb. 26, 1914-March 13, 
2000.
Represented Yonkers for more than 20 
years in the New York Assembly. Nelson 
Rockefeller appointed Wilson lieutenant 
governor in 1956. He served until 1973, 
when Rockefeller resigned and Wilson 
became governor. He lost the subsequent 
election to Hugh Carey. The Tappan Zee 
Bridge is officially named the Governor 
Malcolm Wilson Tappan Zee Bridge for 
him.
Robert Scott is a local historian and film buff. He 
lives in Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.
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Hampshire is not tropical either, and it has 
attracted considerable growth and a thriving 
technology industry, especially the southern 
region close to Boston. The state’s population 
is more than double Vermont’s, and it grew 
by more than 6 percent between 2000 and 
2010.

I think Vermont’s tax structure has a 
lot to do with the difference between its 
performance and its neighbor’s. Besides the 
aforementioned tax on relatively short-term 
gains from the sale of land, the state has a 
steep income tax, is among the minority that 
imposes an estate tax, has a significant sales 

tax, and also provides a property tax break to 
households with less than $90,000 of annual 
income, which shifts more of the burden to 
upper-income residents. New Hampshire 
has no land gains tax, no tax on wages, no 
estate tax and no sales tax.

Taxes are not the only factor, however. 
Egalitarian Vermont, which sent self-
described socialist Sen. Bernie Sanders to 
Washington, has a complex and cumber-
some property tax system in which wealthy 
communities directly subsidize schools for 
poorer locales. The system makes it compli-
cated and expensive for such communities 
to raise money to spend locally on programs 
such as enriched extracurricular activities 
and advanced placement classes. Though 
Vermont’s schools are widely considered to 

be pretty good, they do not rank highly in the 
percentage of graduates who go on to four-
year college degrees.

Likewise, the state’s varied restrictions 
on development discourage the creation 
of new industries and the jobs they might 
bring. There is a historical basis for Vermont’s 
anti-development bias. In the years before 
the Civil War, the state was nearly denuded 
of trees because of a boom in farming and 
raising livestock, especially sheep. The barren 
hillsides poured choking silt into the streams 
below. By the start of the 20th century, 
Vermont had to go so far as importing 
white-tailed deer from New York to restock 
its population.

Many of the state’s residents today 
prize the small-town culture. They treasure 

handmade crafts and artisanal, organic, 
locally grown foods. I have nothing against 
these things; I like many of Vermont’s 
products, including chocolate, wooden crafts 
and maple syrup. But you don’t attract many 
new jobs with these industries, and without 
jobs, you don’t attract many young workers 
and their children. You don’t create many 
opportunities for the young people who are 
already present, either.

The only reasons for Vermont to have 
an epidemic of drugs and hopelessness are 
man-made. When heroin is sold just around 
the corner from the farmer’s market, some-
thing must be wrong. I think I understand 
why Vermonters have adopted the policies 
that govern their state today. I do wonder, 
though, whether they are willing to change 

their policies if they don’t like the results.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 
years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved to 
Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
 

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

What Ails Vermont

CURRENT COMMENTARY

Continued from page 10

Minimum Wage Critics’ Hypocritical Obsession with Unemployment
PUBLIC POLICY

By Prof. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
Since the beginning of the 
New Year, a couple of states 
have raised their minimum 
wages and President Obama 

plans to call for an increase to $10.10 an 
hour. Additionally, the Democratic Party 
plans to incorporate the minimum wage 
into its 2014 midterm election platform. Of 
course, the critics are already out with the 
standard bromides that it will lead to lower 
employment, and that it is particularly a bad 
idea in a weak economy. And yet, when the 
Fed announces an action that could also lead 
to unemployment, all of a sudden there is 
silence.

The Fed’s recent announcement that 
it would scale back its stimulus because the 
economy is on the mend is only a prelude 
to raising interest rates sometime in the 
future. When its target of only 6.5 percent 
unemployment is reached, it will then cite 
inflationary pressure as cause to apply the 
brakes to the economy. Applying the brakes 
in an effort to curb inflation only means a 
slower economy and ultimately an increase 
in unemployment. In other words, the Fed 
that has refused to raise interest rates thus far 
in an effort to address deep and long–term 
unemployment will only add to the unem-
ployment in the future.

Financial markets rallied. Business 
interests seem to think that unemployment 
is a worthwhile price to pay for stability in 
the financial markets. But they are also the 
first ones to scream when proposals to raise 
the minimum wage are made. Now they 
allege that raising the minimum wage will 
only have adverse economic consequences.

Why is it that critics of minimum 

wages often point to adverse employment 
consequences, but are silent when the Fed 
raises interest rates to reign in inflation? 
Hiking interest rates also has a disemploy-
ment effect. Business interests often find 
themselves arguing from naked self- interest. 
There is nothing wrong with that in a market 
economy, but let us at least be honest about 
it. To cloak their selfishness in the language 
of concern for those who will supposedly 
lose their jobs and flawed economic models 
obviously sounds nicer. Moreover, it sounds 
so reasonable. And yet, if we really care about 
unemployment, the Fed should never be 
permitted to raise interest rates.

The minimum wage, as is the case with 
all issues, really has less to do with economics 
and more to do with politics. Or it has some-
thing to do with economics in the traditional 
understanding of the term--behavior. The 
economics of the minimum wage is how 
different groups respond to specific policies. 
The politics, of course, is who gets what 
when and how.

The data does not back up the claims 
of the standard model with regards to the 
minimum wage, but we have experienced 
severe periods of unemployment following 
interest rate hikes, especially large ones. And 
yet, we will hear little protest over interest 
rate increases, albeit they may be modest. We 
will, and also do, hear considerable protest 
over even modest increases in the minimum 
wage.

The median hourly earning in 2012 was 
$14.90 an hour. If we assume that this would 
also be the market clearing wage, we would 
have to further assume that it is the tipping 
point; a new minimum in excess of $14.90 
would most likely lead to a disemployment 
effect. That also means that an increase in the 
minimum wage to $10.10 would not.

Defenders of the Fed’s announcement 
will no doubt argue that the Fed’s actions will 
be moderate and gradual that they believe 
will have negligible, if any, employment con-
sequences. Similarly a moderate increase in 
the minimum wage will also have negligible, 
if any, employment consequences. It is high 
time to end this hypocrisy and really pursue 
policies that will not only benefit monied 
interests — those that derive the greatest 
benefit from the Fed’s traditional anti-infla-
tion bias — but will also benefit the middle 
class. The minimum wage is really about the 
middle class because it will enable them to 
have greater purchasing power.

If business interests can continue to dis-
tinguish between necessary unemployment 

arising from Fed actions and unnecessary 
unemployment arising from increases in 
the minimum wage, they only betray their 
partisan leanings. They demonstrate that they 
have no real concern for the unemployed.

Rather their concern is for those who 
may have to pay higher wages to those who 
truly need them. When businesses pay their 
workers low wages and rationalize those 
low wages in the language of “flexible labor 
as the key to greater employment,” they are 
imposing a social cost on society. Just as there 
is a trade-off between employment and 
inflation in the world, there is also a trade 
off between low wages and social costs in the 
labor market.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 
policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author of 
several books on wage policy. They include the 
just published: Wage Policy, Income Distribution 
and Democratic Theory (http://www.routledge.
com/books/details/9780415779715/#reviews); 
The Political Economy of the Living Wage: A 
Study of Four Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and 
The Case of the Minimum Wage: Competing 
Policy Models (SUNY Press 2001). He is a 
researcher for the Employment Policy Research 
Network (EPRN), and some of his work can 
be found at http://www.employmentpolicy.org/
people/oren-levin-waldman.
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By RICH MONETTI
“Weldon Angelos will spend 
the rest of his life in prison 
for three marijuana sales. 
Angelos, a twenty-four-
year-old record producer, 

possessed a weapon, which he did not use or 
threaten to use at the time of the sales. Under 
federal sentencing guidelines, the sentencing 
judge was obligated to impose a fifty-five 
year mandatory minimum sentence. Upon 
doing so, the judge noted his reluctance to 
send the young man away for life for three 
marijuana sales. He said from the bench, 
‘The Court believes that to sentence Mr. 
Angelos to prison for the rest of his life is 
unjust, cruel, and even irrational.’”

“This is one casualty of the War on 
Drugs. There are millions more and the 
resultant under caste represents a restruc-
turing of racial control that began with 
slavery 300 years ago,” according Michelle 
Alexander’s, The New Jim Crow.

Initially, indentured servitude of blacks 
and whites was the economic model, but 
when the Bacon Rebellion aligned each 
against the planter class in 1675, the original 
“racial bribe” was issued.

Planters opted for full-fledged African 
Slavery while poor whites received just 
enough privilege to give them a stake in the 
new paradigm and American racial politics 
was born.

The next legal restructuring came 
about in1865. Reconstruction’s end revealed 
Jim Crow as its successor. As in the Bacon 
Rebellion, the populist movements of the 
1890’s resulted in another brief cross-racial 
alignment, but raising the specter of white 
supremacy through the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK) reinforced Jim Crow for decades to 
come.

Scrambling to find a new model in 
1964, conservative elements began to tie civil 
rights unrest to crime. This coincided with 
the actual rise in crime, which was attributed 
mostly to the sheer numbers of the baby 
boom generation – with young males always 
committing the most crime.

But the racial discourse now needed to 
be coded and Nixon’s rhetoric of “Cracking 
down on crime” sufficed. While not resulting 
in policy changes, the “Southern Strategy” 
appealed to poor whites that opposed the 
Civil Rights agenda. The racial divide began 
once again.

Reagan then seized on Nixon’s initia-
tive. “Welfare queens,” “criminal predators” 
and colorblind rhetoric on taxes, and state’s 
rights spoke directly to the demographic 
Republicans were after. Kicking off his 
campaign in Philadelphia, Mississippi, 
where three civil rights activists who were 
murdered in 1964. Reagan hammered home 
the message. “I believe in state’s rights,” he 
coded.

In 1982 the drug war began at a time 
when only 2% of the population thought 
drugs were the number one issue. Law 
enforcement funding skyrocketed, while 
funding for education and treatment plum-
meted. The administration then launched a 
media blitz to sensationalize the emergence 
of crack.

DEA agent Robert Stuntman’s 
remembered his role. “The media was only 
too willing to cooperate because as far as 
they were concerned, crack was the hottest 
combat reporting story since Vietnam.”

Falsehoods, such as “epidemic” and 
“instantly addictive,” highlighted the 
headlines. As such, The Washington Post 
admitted the 1,565 crack stories run in 1988 
showed that the paper had lost “all sense of 
proportion.”

This coincided with the collapse of 
the manufacturing sector – escalating the 
incentive to sell drugs. Alexander wrote, 
“Joblessness and crack swept the inner 
city precisely at the moment that a fierce 
backlash against the civil rights movement 
was manifesting itself through the drug war.”

By 1991, the House appropriated $2 
billion to fight the war. The public fully com-
plying, 64% deemed drugs the number one 
issue but with no discernible rise in drug use.

The penalties followed in kind with 
five-year mandatory minimum sentences for 
first time possession of crack, and the prison 

population exploded.
Clinton exasperated the situation, 

angling to appear even tougher on crime 
with three strikes laws and a doubling down 
of the drug war to capture white swing voters. 
Clinton implemented Temporary Assistance 
to Needy Families, which imposed a lifetime 
ban on welfare or food stamps for a felony 
drug offense, which included marijuana 
possession.

The erosion of 4th amendment rights 
paved the way - the groundwork laid in 1968. 
The court ruled that if an officer observes 
“unusual conduct” in someone believed to 
pose a threat, a search is warranted. Known 
as the “stop and frisk rule,” only Justice 
Douglas dissented. “Granting police greater 
power than the magistrate takes a long road 
to totalitarianism.”

Still, people must consent to a search 
– not realizing they are allowed to refuse. In 
fact, the court acknowledged in Schneckloth 
vs. Bustamonte that the practice would likely 
end if those being targeted were aware of 
their rights.

Traffic violations then provided addi-
tional fodder for the current system of 
control. Given that it is nearly impossible to 
cover any distance without violating some-
thing, police discretion is the main criteria. 
Based on the racial makeup of our prison 
population, the target is obvious.

Finally, almost no cases go to trial, and 

prosecutors can dismiss or “overcharge” at 
their leisure. That leaves defendants com-
pelled to plead guilty to lesser felonies in 
the face of mandatory minimum sentences 
– even if they are innocent.

Still facing multiple years, 80% cannot 
afford representation and public defenders 
aren’t much help. The results: prison popula-
tion has risen from 350,000 in 1980 to 2.3 
million by 2008.

And then it begins – the New Jim 
Crow. Today 5.1 million felons are denied 
public housing or assistance, discriminated 
by landlords and are required to list felonies 
on job applications. “In this system of 
control, failing to cope well with one’s exile 
status is treated like a crime,” says Alexander.

35% of all prison admissions are parole 
violations (compared to 1% in 1980). Two 
thirds of those cases were for technical viola-
tions such as missing a parole appointment 
or failing to remain drug free or employed.

In the face of that, many opt for the 
drug trade, where three strikes means life. 
More than a failure, the War on Drugs is 
simply a crime against humanity and needs 
to end.

Please sign my petition to end the War 
on Drugs at : http://wodpetition.blogspot.
com/

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

The War on Drugs Nothing But a Legal Restructuring of Jim Crow
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The Year of the “Wearable” – or of the “Internet of Things” – or Neither?
By JOHN F. McMULLEN   
The December Issue of 
Wired Magazine has 
an article by Bill Wasik 
entitled “Why Wearable Tech 

will be As Big as the Smartphone” (http://
www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2013/12/
wearable-computers/all/). It may well be 
so – but my feeling is “not yet;” a feeling borne 
out by the recent Consumer Electronics 
Show (“CES”) in Las Vegas where the 
hype was all about wearable items but the 
response by the computer press was, by in 
large, “not ready for prime time.”

Let’s step back for a moment and 
analyze the reality of the tech industry:

Software never wears out
Well-made hardware can have a life 

span of decades
So, if there are no new features, applica-

tions, or innovations, the consumers can sit 

on the same computers for ten years, there 
is no money to be made, and the tech com-
panies may as well close up shop. Therefore, 
the profit motive is a (or rather “the”) prime 
motivation for innovation. The innovation 
may range from the mundane (Microsoft 
employees staying up nights trying to dream 
up new features for Word or Excel that the vast 
majority of the public won’t use but many may 
pay for) to the amazingly innovative (such as 
Apple’s iPod or iPhone, which change whole 
industries – in these cases, music and photogra-
phy – and set the standard for the tech industry, 
which forced Google to turn its then-in-devel-
opment Android mobile operating system to a 
much more-featured and higher level system to 
compete with Apple.)

Then beyond the actual products, we 
have the “hypes,” some of which come to 
fruition and some do not. In the 1980s, it 
was easy for a while to raise venture capital 
if one announced a product with “Artificial 

Intelligence” (“AI”) capability but the 
bubble soon dried up as we began to under-
stand the term better – most computer 
systems and all robotic devices have some AI 
components but we no longer see the term 
as an automatic revenue generator. Other 
hypes or  “Ages of” are real but take a good 
while to develop, with the original innovative 
companies giving way to newer upstarts. For 
example, there has really been an ongoing 
“Age of Mobile Computing” but early inno-
vators. Palm and Blackberry have been 
pushed to the sidelines (or out of business) 
by Apple and Google and Google’s surrogate, 
Samsung. 

Now the two new hypes are the wear-
ables and the “Internet of things.” Working 
backwards, the Internet of Things phrase 
refers to the connections of sensors and 
control units that will take note of environ-
mental changes and react to them (ex. your 
smoke detector notes smoke or heat and calls the 

Fire Department – or your outside lights note 
darkness and turn on). Many such functions 
have been done for years by expensive indus-
trial control systems or expensive “smart 
houses” but they have not been consumer 
products. 

While the term “Internet of Things” 
has been around for a good while (in 2009, 
Kevin Ashton, took credit for introducing the 
term during a presentation that he made to 
Proctor & Gamble in 1999), attention really 
became focused on it when on January 13th 
of this year Google announced that it had 
acquired Nest Labs, Inc, a maker of “smart” 
thermostats and smoke alarms for homes for 
$3.2 Billion.

Wearable devices are just what the term 
seems to be -- devices that are worn on our 
bodies to capture information, display it 
to us, allow us to act on it, and store it on a 
true computing device. Most interact with a 
Smartphone that stays in our pockets. The 

devices include wrist watches, glasses, brace-
lets, footwear, etc. 

There is a graph, included in a Business 
Insider article by Steve Kovach, “Google’s 
Multibillion Purchase Of Nest Is Just The 
Beginning Of ‘The Internet Of Things’ 
(http://www.businessinsider.com/
internet-of-things-billions-of-con-
nected-devices-2014-1) that shows a 
forecast of “the number of devices in use” 
through 2018. The graph, which shows 
an explosion of both Internet Things and 
Wearables in 2014, forecasts the following 
number of devices in use in 2018:

Wearables – 18 Trillion
Smart TVs -- > 18 Trillion
Internet Things – 17 Trillion +
Tablets – 7 Trillion
Smartphones – 6 Trillion
PCs (desktop and Laptops)-2 Trillion +

TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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The sources for Business Insider’s pre-
dictions and graph include Gartner, IDG, 
Strategy Analytics, and Machine Research 
as well company estimates so, obviously, 
some very credible firms, whose job it is to 
stay on top of technology products and mar-
keting, buy into the current hype.

Yet, I can’t accept the estimates that 
go into the chart. While I certainly may be 
missing something, some items just don’t 
make sense to me:

The majority of Wearables that I have 
seen – and certainly the most hyped, the 
Watches and Glasses – require Bluetooth 
links to Smartphones – but the 2018 esti-
mates of 18 Trillion Wearables and 6 Trillion 
Smartphones show a ratio of 3 to 1 wearable 

items for every smartphone. Even if some 
smartphone users had 2 or 3 devices, it is safe 
to say that some users would have none so I 
question the estimates.

The estimated 2013 figures (the 
actual figures are not in yet) show 7 Trillion 
Wearables and 2.5 Trillion Smartphones. 
Perhaps, it’s a parochial view but I’m the only 
one that I know who has a wearable and I 
both “hang around,” both physically and 
on-line with a tech savvy crowd and teach 
college students; they all have smartphones 
but none have wearables – and the ratio pre-
sented is 2.8 wearables to every smartphone. 
I don’t believe it.

The same 2013 estimates show 6 
Trillion Internet Things in use – this is only 
possible if all of the factory and industrial 
uses are included and there is no indication 

that they are.
I certainly don’t want to be a naysayer on 

new technology. I have a Samsung Galaxy 
Gear smartwatch and I really enjoy making 
phone calls through it like Dick Tracy did 
in comics 40 years ago and using it to take 
spontaneous pictures. I also had a “Waldo” 
unit for an Apple II about 30 years ago that 
allowed me to program my Radio Shack 
X-10 controller to turn on and off remote 
electrical devices at predetermined times -- 
so I am “all-in” on new things; I just want to 
keep them in perspective.

An April 30, 2013 Endgadget review 
of Google Glass (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=j8lScHO2mM0) found 
it “not-ready-for-prime-time.” Admittedly, 
the reviewer based part of his judgment on 
the then $1,800 price tag (the public release 

day price has been rumored to be $600) but he 
also said that he was “underwhelmed by the 
product.” One of my biggest issues with the 
product is that there is yet no provision to be 
able to use prescription lenses as the glasses 
portion of the product; this severely limits 
the initial market for the product (the facility 
to use the prescription lenses is said to be a feature 
that will be added).

As for the Internet of Things as a 
consumer product, it seems to me that it will 
be an attractive (although possibly expensive) 
feature in new houses but will be a tough sell 
for anything that requires re-wiring. I’m 
sure that the use will expand evolutionary as 
people realize that remote access to nanny-
cams, smoke detectors, heating systems, 
microwaves, etc. is extremely useful.

In short, I see both wearable devices 
and the Internet of Things to be exciting, 
desirable, and marketable in the future – but 

probably not in the time span predicted. 
More work remains to be done both with the 
products and the marketing of the products,

By the way, I hope that I’m wrong and 
that a plethora of new, useful, exciting, and 
cost-effective devices arrive immediately in 
these areas – but I think that we will have to 
wait a while.  

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more

Direct comments to johnmac13@gmail.com. 
Links to other writings, Podcasts, & Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com. 
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By JOHN SIMON
“Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical” sets back the 
American musical by some 
50 or 60 years. This, to be 
sure, is what endears it both 

to old-timers, whose youth it brings back, 
and young people who have never seen an 
old-fashioned musical, and to whom it is 
something new.

The trouble is that even on its own 
terms it fails, though that hardly bothers the 
fans. Personally, I gave up listening to pop 
(as opposed to show) music many years ago, 
and so to me King’s work, let alone her story 
(such as it is) comes as relative news, unwel-
come as it may be.

When I read in the program about King 
reaching “a pinnacle, speaking personally to 
her contemporaries and providing a spiritual 
musical backdrop [whatever that is] to the 
decade [the 60s and 70s,which seems more 
like two], I can only marvel, or would so if 
the public’s bad taste still surprised me. Thus 
about “more than 400 of her compositions 
have been recorded by over 1,000 artists, 
resulting in 100 hit songs and six Grammys,” 
I can only say that none of the songs in the 
show affected me in the slightest, which, 
granted, is an achievement of sorts.

The show is also the biography of a 
routine life. Brooklyn Jewish girl changes her 
name from Klein to King, submits a song to 
every conceivable music or record publisher, 

and is constantly rebuffed until she auditions 
for Don Kirshner, who takes her on. He 
teams her up with lyricist Gerry Goffin, who 
becomes her lover and eventually unfaithful 
husband, until after many years divorce do 
them part.

But it is not only their story, and their 
songs. It is, almost identically, that of Cynthia 
Weil and Barry Mann, similarly teamed up. 
The pairs become pals and friendly rivals, 
and why not, since I find their work exactly 
as dull. The show includes hits by both pairs, 

and their carbon copy life stories.
To portray Carole, the produc-

tion found an actress, Jessie Mueller, who 
can sing, but who in every other way is 
the homeliest leading lady since Barbra 
Streisand. She is popular enough with critics 
and audiences to have several important roles 
on Broadway and elsewhere under her belt, 
the glaring limitations of what is over the 
belt notwithstanding.

In the supporting cast, I found only 
Jeb Brown as Don Kirshner of appeal and 

Of New York and London

Ashley Blanchet, Rashidra Scott, Alysha Deslorieux, and Carly Hughes as The Shirelles.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Jessie Mueller as Carole King. Continued on page 14
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interest; the others, Jake Epstein (Gerry), 
Anika Larsen (Cynthia) and Jarrod 
Spector (Barry), were as predictable as 
Carole’s first disapproving then adoring 
Jewish mother (Liz Larsen).

One of the show’s chief devices is 
the impersonation of a number of singers 
and singing groups of the period, all 
eliciting audience rapture and boister-
ous clapping—and even bits of singing 
along. Derek McLane, the gifted set 
designer, and Peter Kaczorowski, the 
savvy lighting designer, have come up 
with an almost relentless background of 
banks of multicolored lights, frantically 
changing shape, color and direction of 
movement. Sometimes we have instead 
the multi-tiered stage subdivided into 

rows of boxes, in which diverse rehearsals 
or recording sessions are taking place, the 
like of which we get from more and more 
shows these days, as if multiplying zero 
added up to something. Alejo Vietti’s 
costumes similarly produce bolts of shrill 
recognition.

The show begins with King at the 
piano in her Carnegie Hall concert, and 
would end by coming full circle, were 
it not for a final group number for the 
entire cast, affording a last glimpse of 
Josh Prince’s choreographic mediocrity. 
“Beautiful” is the name of the hit 
she performs in her Carnegie Hall 
triumph, a title that indeed, with 
admirable egality, misapplies to 
every aspect of the show.

Production shots of Beautiful: 
The Carole King Musical by and 
courtesy of Joan Marcus.

Venue: Stephen Sondheim 
Theatre, formerly the Henry 
Miller Theatre, 124 West 43rd 
Street, between Broadway and 
6th Avenue, New York, NY 
10036. Tickets: 1-877-686-5366. 

Back in London I caught the 
long-running hit of the Almeida 
Theater, which corresponds to 
an avant-garde enterprise not 
quite matched by any of our Off 
Broadway houses, and whose 
productions have gone on fairly 
regularly to West End and even 
Broadway venues.

The incumbent for some time 
now has been “American Psycho,” 
a musical based on Bret Easton 
Ellis’s 1991 novel. It concerns the 
shenanigans of wealthy young 
investment bankers, and especially 

the S&M pursuits of its antihero, Patrick 
Bateman, handsome, rich, spoiled and 
perverse. He and his colleagues hang out 
in favorite bars, where they make fun of 
the rest of the clientele.

At night, Bateman enjoys torturing 
and killing—and also eating—comely 
young women, so-called hardbodies, but 
occasionally also a friend such as Paul. Or 
does he really? The pusillanimous novel 
and show allow for the strong possibil-
ity that it is all merely a fantasy. The main 
problem with the stuff is that not much 

of all this can be conveyed onstage, espe-
cially if pornography is to be avoided.

We get some rather paltry cho-
reography, which consists largely of 
symmetrical formations of young people 
moving a few steps to the right followed 
by a few steps to the left, the sort of things 
high-school students could be taught in a 
couple of hours. Matt Smith is not bad as 
Patrick, although the role consists largely 
of primping and bedizening himself in 
front of a mirror, but the rest of the cast 
don’t even get that much of a chance.

Duncan Sheik, the 
lyricist-composer, does 
somewhat less here than 
with his previous success, 
“Spring Awakening” 
on Broadway, seeming 
to have run out of even 
his second-rate ideas. 
The simple set design by 
Es Devlin, like Katrina 
Lindsay’s costumes, works 
well enough. The book 
is by Roberto Aguirre-
Sacasa, a mildly successful 
playwright, and has been 
satisfactorily directed 
by Rupert Goold. It is 
coming to New York, but 
I recommend not holding 
your breath.

John Simon has written for 
over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and 
fine arts for the Hudson 
Review, New Leader, New 

Continued from page 13

Jarrod Spector as Barry Mann and Anika Larsen as Cynthia Weil.

Jessie Mueller as Carole King and Jake Epstein as Gerry Goffin.

Ashley Blanchet, Rashidra Scott, Alysha Deslorieux, and Carly Hughes as The Shirelles. Jessie Mueller as Carole King, Anika Larson as Cynthia Weil, Jarrod Spector as Barry Mann, 
and Jake Epstein as Gerry Goffin.

Of New York and London
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By MARY C. MARVIN
In last week’s column, 
I spoke exclusively of 
our Village’s legislation, 
accomplishments / out-
standing issues as of year’s 

end.
The subject prompted me to look 

more globally as to what was accom-
plished on the Federal level, nationwide 
at the State level and in our State 
government.

In the interest of full disclosure, I 
have always ascribed to the viewpoint 
expressed by Mark Twain that, “No 
man’s life, liberty or property are safe 
while the legislation is in session.”

On the Federal level, “only” 65 laws 
were passed by a very divided Congress, 
despite 6,726 bills introduced in this 
Congressional term.  Rest assured, the 
bill to repeal the legislators, cabinet 
secretaries, etc. ability to charge tax-
payers up to $50,000 to commission a 
portrait of themselves did not make it 
out of committee.  However, under the 
aegis of administrative power, 4,659 
rules and regulations were promulgated 
by the Federal agencies to implement 
the 65 new laws.  As illustration, the 
regulations relating to the Affordable 
Care Act are eight times longer than the 
Gutenberg Bible.   The trend is continu-
ing as 141 regulations were posted in the 
first four working days of 2014 by our 
Federal agencies.  

On the state level, of the 40,000 
laws passed nationwide, there were 
clearly some common threads on issues 
du jour.   Uppermost was a focus on gun 
regulation.  In 2013, 41 new laws were 
enacted in 21 states and the District 
of Columbia that make it more diffi-
cult to own guns, the strictest of which 
were enacted in Connecticut, Colorado, 
Maryland and New York.

Twenty states also now have “Stand 
Your Ground” laws following pioneer 
Florida.  They vary greatly in the sphere 
in which one can defend themselves 
from just one’s home, to one’s car or to 

the street corner.  
Distracted driving laws were high 

priority with 41 states now banning 
permutations of text messaging and 
handheld cellphone use while driving.

Laws to increase minimum wage 
received mixed reviews nationwide but 
were debated in many state houses.  
Connecticut ($8.70/hour), New Jersey 
($8.25/hour), Rhode Island and New 
York ($8.00/hour) enacted increases 
only surpassed by California’s minimum 
wage of $9.00 per hour due to a built-in 
escalation clause.

Colorado received major press 
with legislation allowing residents, 
21 and older, to buy up to one ounce 
of marijuana at state licensed stores.   
Twenty-one states and the District of 
Columbia now also have variations on 
the books relating to medicinal mari-
juana use.

Other issues of commonality 
include the prohibition of minors, 18 
and under, from purchasing time in 
tanning beds or buying the relatively 
new e-cigarettes.

The New York City Council enacted 
a law raising the age to purchase conven-
tional cigarettes from 18 to 21, making it 
the strictest law of its kind in the nation.  
Even if not a minor, it is now illegal in 
Oregon to smoke a cigarette in a car if a 
child is a passenger.

In direct response to high profile 
news stories, a number of states are 
enacting or refining their laws relating 
to human trafficking, state govern-
ment surveillance and elder abuse.  The 
outbreak of meningitis at Princeton 
University prompted many states to 
require proof of meningitis immuniza-
tion as a requirement for college entry.

Paid sick leave was heavily debated 
on many legislative floors in 2013.  The 
trend is to allow paid days for not only 
personal illness but family sickness.   
New York City led the way by guaran-
teeing five paid sick days yearly as of 
2014.

The issue of high school athletes 

and concussion syndrome has now 
been addressed by every state, save 
Mississippi.  The requirements run 
the gamut from required education of 
coaches to detect the possible signs of 
a concussion to stringent medical clear-
ance guidelines in order to resume play.

Some states enacted laws in 
response to what they considered poor 
practices in other states.  Texas has now 
legally limited the number of state stan-
dardized tests to five, and naming it the 
“Anti-Bloomberg” law, Mississippi has 
legally restricted municipalities from 
regulating nutritional labeling.

Several states were in the forefront 
of legislation that is now being con-
sidered in many states in their 2014 
legislative sessions.   As example, Rhode 
Island enacted a “Ban the Box” law that 
prohibits prospective employers from 
inquiring into an applicant’s criminal 
history on a job application.  Illinois 
passed the first ever “Lemon Pet” law 
which allows pet owners to return pets 
or be reimbursed for veterinary costs if 
an illness is not disclosed at the time of 
purchase.  All California students must 
be allowed to play sports and use school 
bathrooms consistent with their gender 
identity, regardless of their birth identity.  

And finally, a review of some state 
laws still leaves one scratching their 
head.  In Hawaii, you can now be fined 
for riding in the back seat of a car 
without wearing a seatbelt but it is still 
legal to ride in the back of a pick-up 
truck.

The Village’s hope is that our New 
York Legislature will focus on the major 
issues facing all local governments, 
namely unfunded mandates and the 
soaring pension costs, and not be side 
tracked by special interest requests.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.
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By BOB MARRONE
I was in my early thirties 
when I got my first taste 
of the way the game is 
played.  I had just been 
promoted to my first true 

middle management position, having 
risen above the supervisory level, as the 
head of training for a large division of 
my company.  I had a national budget, 
a large staff and approval authority over 
who was qualified to move into manage-
ment positions in our organization.  I 
was excited in that it was an opportunity 
I had trained and prepared for in the 

years leading up to my elevation.  But I 
was green.

One of my first meetings upon 
taking the assignment was to meet 
with the also newly promoted head of 
field management recruiting.  As a past 
student of mine, I knew him well.  He 
was smart, assertive and an alumnus of 
one of the top colleges in New England, 
a region where we focused a lot of our 
attention.  He also came from a family 
of executives from whom he learned 
much about how business worked. His 
promotion was a big leap and indica-
tive of what was assessed as prodigious 

talent.  I was about to discover, however, 
that he was not happy.  

“Congratulations, Bob,” said my 
friend.  “You got a real job, with a budget, 
and power, you can sc*#w people.  I can’t 
di#k anyone.  I have to work my butt off, 
find people, evaluate them, but the job 
has no ba#ls.”  I was dumbfounded and, 
I realized later, naïve.  “But you have a 
position most people moving up would 
kill for,” I responded.  “Yes, that’s true, 
but I have no means to hurt anyone, and 
will get no respect because of it. I won’t 
be a real player.”

I would like to tell you he was 
wrong.  But as my career in management 
took off, his take on the real world was 
right most of the time.  In the world of 
higher management, you were consid-
ered weak or insignificant without some 

virtual weapon, some gun of retribu-
tion.   More importantly, if you used it 
to punish, you got lots of respect.  I still 
laugh when I read annual reports or feel 
good stories about corporations and how 
the executives work together.  The higher 
you go, the greater do equals loathe one 
another, and the more they do to under-
mine each other when they can.  Like 
their political cousins who we will deal 
with in a moment, they talk of coopera-
tion and honesty publicly, but rarely do 
they believe in or practice sincerity.    I 
have seen countless situations where 
the customer’s interests, as well as those 
of employee’s, come second to career-
ing.  I watch my old firm start driving 
headlong into collapse by one man, who 
because he was willing to destroy the 
career of an icon, was given one of the 

top two jobs.  Following that, the same 
fellow fired the two board members who 
helped him perform the coup.  For this 
testosterone fueled move, he was given 
both and near absolute power. 

To be fair, he was just playing the 
game.  The catch is that he was playing 
with the house’s money.  As we have 
written previously in this space, the cry 
to increase shareholder value is often just 
a cover for justifying draconian moves to 
get a bigger bonus.  Both employees and 
shareholders alike, who sometimes do 
profit from this, are really just along for 
the ride.

When I got into the news business 
I found out that politics is even worse.  
In this arena, we the public are both 
shareholder and employee while those 

POLITICS

Naives Unite!  
Christie’s Actions are Nothing New in the Board Game of Power

MIDDLE EAST FORUM

Has Iran Gained a Foothold in the Arabian Peninsula?
By DANIEL PIPES
According to a sensa-
tional report by Awad 
Mustafa in DefenseNews, 
a Gannett publication, 
not only has Tehran 

signed an agreement with the United 
Arab Emirates over three disputed 
islands near the Strait of Hormuz, but 
it has also reached a possibly even more 
important accord with the government 
of Oman. Both of these agreements have 
vast implications for the oil trade, the 
world economy, and Iranian influence.

According an unnamed “high level 
UAE source,” secretive talks taking 
place over six months led to a deal on 
the Greater and Lesser Tunbs finalized 
on Dec. 24: “For now, two of the three 
islands are to return to the UAE while 
the final agreement for Abu Musa is 
being ironed out. Iran will retain the sea 
bed rights around the three islands while 
the UAE will hold sovereignty over the 
land.”

This is big news, but yet bigger 
potentially is the source’s stating that 
“Oman will grant Iran a strategic 
location on Ras Musandam mountain, 
which is a very strategic point overlook-
ing the whole gulf region. In return for 
Ras Musandam, Oman will receive free 
gas and oil from Iran once a pipeline 
is constructed within the coming two 
years.”

Both agreements center around 
the Strait of Hormuz, the world’s 
most important oil passageway and 
vulnerability.

The UAE deal involves the tiny 
but strategic islands of Abu Musa and 
the Greater and Lesser Tunbs near the 
straits, occupied by Iranian forces since 
1971, just as the UAE emerged as an 
independent country.

It’s not clear what granting to 
the Iranians “a strategic location on 
Ras Musandam mountain” means but 
Musandam is the very tip of the Straits 
of Hormuz and Tehran wiinning access 
to any sort of military position there 
could enhance their ability to block the 
oil trade as well as make trouble on the 
peninsula.

Oman’s role in facilitating the 
UAE-Iran talks, says the source, was 
approved by Washington: “Oman was 
given the green light from Iran and the 
US to reach deals that would decrease 
the threat levels in the region and offset 
the Saudi Arabian influence in the 
future by any means.”

Comments:
(1) As if the Joint Plan of Action 

announced by the P5+1 and Tehran 
on Nov. 24 were not a disaster on the 
nuclear issue, it is also encouraging 
regional governments to appease the 
bellicose and ambitious Iranian regime.

(2) That the Obama administration 

seeks to “offset” Saudi influence with 
Iranian influence sounds unlikely – but 
given the geniuses occupying the White 
House these days, who knows? ( January 
15, 2014)

Cross-posted on January 15, 2014 
from National Review Online, The 
Corner

h t t p : / / w w w. d a n i e p i p e s . o r g /
blog/2014/01has-iran-gained-a-foot-

hold-in-arabia

Daniel Pipes ( DanielPipes.org ) is presi-
dent of the Middle East Forum.

Oman’s territory includes two non-contiguous areas, one of which is Musandam at the Straits of Hormuz.
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pulling the strings feign sincerity 
and pretend to serve us.  Yes, we 
too are sometimes beneficiaries of 
that which enhances their careers.  
But theirs is a blood sport game, 
and it’s not limited to New Jersey.  
Not unlike Chris Christie’s thugs, 
I have it on good authority that 
Yonkers was shorted by $25 million 
in aid because voters in that cash 
strapped city voted for Democrat 
Andrea Stewart Cousins instead 
of incumbent Republican Nick 
Spano, in the senate race a few 
years ago.  Joe Bruno was said to be 

the man holding the di#k in that 
little affair.  Let’s go up a level now.  
So you think Governor Cuomo is 
a sweet lad, do you?  Well, he can 
be, and he has done a nice job, but 
I have confirmed that on at least 
one occasion, he let a Democratic 
office holder in a key district twist 
in the wind rather than support 
his election because he did not 
vote for something the governor 
wanted. 

In the political trenches it is 
a game of who has the power to 
hurt whom, if slighted.  It is not 
unlike gang bangers who react 
violently when “dissed.”  The sad 
part is that it is we who fund their 

petty wars; and our ignorance of 
their methods and agendas that 
enable it.  Worse, it is we who get 
stuck paying higher taxes than we 
want, waiting on long lines for 
the bridge, watching downtown 
Yonkers rot, or never getting the 
healthcare we need or the roads 
we would pay for because they 
are  playing these games with our 
board, our dice and our money.

We need to wake up and start 
doing a little punishing of our 
own.

Bob Marrone is an author and free-
lance writer.
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Why Chris Christie’s Problem is a 
Problem for American Conservatives

POLITICS

By LUKE HAMILTON
The scandal involv-
ing Governor 
Chris Christie and 
a retributive con-
struction project 

near the George Washington 
Bridge in New Jersey is bad news 
for conservatives. It’s not bad news 
for conservatives the same way it’s 
bad news for Reince Priebus, John 
Boehner, and Karl Rove, because 
those guys were hoping that Chris 
would get elected to the presidency 
and bolster the flaccid progressive 
party they’re running. He was 
their blue-chip prospect - a sassy 
East Coast politician who loves 
Big Government as much as they 
do. They don’t mind one bit that 
Christie has a history of playing 
footsie with some unsavory 
characters like Mohammed 
Qatanani, an Imam who’s also a 
proud member of Hamas. His 
admirers also don’t seem to mind 
that he believes global warming 
is real and that illegal immigrants 
should be rewarded for flouting 
the law with citizenship. Instead 
of deal-breakers, all of these facets 
of Christie serve to make him even 

more attractive to his fellow pro-
gressives in the GOP leadership.

The reason his indiscretion 
and inevitable decline is bad for 
conservatives is because it will 
make it very difficult for him 
to mount a serious presidential 
campaign. A Christie campaign 
for president in 2016 would be 
an enormous boon for conserva-
tives for a number of reasons: 1) 
It would mean that the primary 
would be contentious and the dead 

wood would get trimmed quickly, 
2) The primary would serve as an 
ideal battleground to test the heft 
and mettle of our eventual can-
didate, making him/her ready for 
the fight in the general election, 
3) Christie would do quite a bit of 
damage to the Democratic candi-
dates throughout the course of the 
primary, 4) Conservative candi-
dates would have a perfect target 
to make their case to the American 

Naives Unite!  
Continued from page 16
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POLITICS

people for liberty over progressivism.
One of the reasons John McCain 

emerged to secure the Republican nomi-
nation in 2008 was because support was 
so fractured for so long and the nomi-
nation process became a high stakes 
version of spin-the-bottle. A conten-
tious primary will turn off a certain 
segment of American voters, but it will 
reinvigorate a more important segment 
of American voters who have been 
waiting for someone to pick a fight on 
their behalf. There is a reason why Sarah 
Palin continues to resonate so deeply 
with so many people and it’s because 
she opened with a straight jab and a left 
hook as soon as she got on stage. Chris 
Christie is not in the same league as 
Palin when it comes to principled con-
servatism and moral fiber, but he’s good 

at picking a fight and won’t suffer fools 
gladly. He would serve as a goad for the 
candidates with promise and a hammer 
for the ones without.

The past two presidential contests 
have produced such milksop Republican 
candidates because the primaries have 
been hopscotch practice instead of 10 
rounds of sparring before the big fight. 
Sure, they got occasionally contentious, 
but the fact that the man who created 
Romneycare emerged to challenge the 
man who created Obamacare demon-
strates that Mitt’s primary adversaries 
were unwilling or unable to pack a punch. 
Republican voters were (and are still) 
livid about the intrusion of mandatory 
socialized medicine in their lives and 
somehow ended up with someone who 
couldn’t challenge President Obama on 
this crucial issue because he had to plead 

the 5th. Since Christie doesn’t seem to 
like anyone in politics, aside from his 
BFF Barack, it’s safe to say that his 
cantankerous nature would virtually 
guarantee a more strenuous primary for 
both our candidates and theirs; that can 
only lead to a Republican nominee who 
is fit and ready to face whomever the 
Democrats select from the Borg.

Finally, a Christie Presidential 
campaign would make it easy for 
an eloquent conservative candidate 
to present the case for liberty to the 
American people. In Christie, we have 
a great example of Republican pro-
gressivism, in all its big-spending, 
strong-arming, façade-wearing glory. 
Like Boehner and Ryan, et al, Christie 
doesn’t have a problem with the expan-
sion of government at the cost of liberty, 
he just wants to steer the car. He doesn’t 

want to fight Obamacare, he wants to use 
it to benefit his cronies at the corporatist 
trough. The right candidate could dem-
onstrate that no matter which way the 
coin lands, Obama or Boehner, we’re still 
stuck with a plugged nickel. The choice is 
not between Democrat and Republican, 
the options are much slimmer than 
that; the choice is between slavery and 
freedom, between servitude and liberty. 
Every action a politician takes moves us 
closer to slavery or closer to freedom. 
The 2016 presidential campaign will be 
a referendum on liberty. 

Or it won’t. 
In which case, we can expect more 

brazen deprivations of rights and a more 
rapid slide into imperial totalitarianism.

In a way, it’s too bad that he got 
caught with his hand stuck in the cookie 
jar. He could have been very beneficial 

to constitutional conservatives who are 
ready to fight for their country. He could 
have served as the equivalent of a hard 
lump of sandstone, useful for thumping 
the losers and for sharpening the winner.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-
wing, Christian constitutionalist.  When 
not penning columns for ClashDaily.
com, Hamilton spends his time astride the 
Illinois-Wisconsin border, leading bands of 
liberty-starved citizens from the progres-
sive gulags of Illinois to [relative] freedom.  
Hamilton is the creative mind/voice behind 
Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com.  He owes all 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose 
strength is perfected in his weakness.

OP-ED

New York State Committed to Improving Outdated Workers’ Compensation System 
By JEFFREY FENSTER
Governor Andrew 
Cuomo inherited a 
century-old workers’ 
compensation system in 

extreme dysfunction, caused by years 
of neglect and special interest lobbying. 
Independent research, such as studies by 
the Workers’ Compensation Research 
Institute, shows that compared to 
other states, New York’s system is slow 
to pay injured workers and produces 
poor medical outcomes. It is undis-
puted that prompt delivery of benefits 
is good for injured workers and reduces 
employer costs. Yet those most in need 
receive least, our workers wait longer for 
benefits, and our costs to employers are 
the fifth highest in the nation. Things 
needed to change.

Already, under Governor 
Cuomo’s administration, the Workers’ 
Compensation Board has been aggres-
sive in improving the system. We fully 
implemented and continue improv-
ing upon the 2007 Reform. That was 

followed by an increase in the minimum 
benefit from $100 to $150, protecting 
New York’s most vulnerable employees. 
Simultaneously, the Board tackled the 
high and rising cost of workers’ com-
pensation assessments on employers. In 
March 2013, Governor Cuomo signed 
the Business Relief Act, which included 
$800 million in assessment savings to 
employers in 2014 - a drop from 18.8% 
to 13.8% of premium. Ensuing years will 
see assessment savings of $300 million. 
Employers are already realizing the 
benefits of this legislation.

Next, the Board is upgrading its 
aging technology and outdated business 
processes with two key initiatives. We 
are implementing electronic report-
ing, or “eClaims,” revolutionizing the 
haphazard paper reporting process of 
injuries and payments that the state has 
used for almost a century. For the first 
time, the Board will know when injuries 
occur and when payments are made. 
True oversight will be possible.

No agency can properly regulate a 

$7 billion, 21st century system on a 20th 
century platform. Our claims system 
was designed nearly 20 years ago, before 
the Internet age. The new claims system 
we build must improve employee and 
employer experience by leveraging tech-
nology and well tested, industry best 
practices.

When large organizations seek 
to improve overall performance, they 
commonly embark on a “business 
process re-engineering project” or BPR. 
The Board’s second key initiative is a 
BPR focused on designing a system that 
functions better for all our constituen-
cies. The study will guide changes to 
processes and assess how to use tech-
nology to better serve employees and 
employers.

The Board cannot succeed acting 
in isolation. Consequently, we are in the 
midst of unprecedented public outreach. 
We are gathering ideas from injured 
workers, businesses, public employers, 
organized labor, healthcare providers, 
insurance carriers, attorneys, and other 

industry professionals through a variety 
of forums and focus groups.

Our most concerted outreach is to 
the injured workers who are the heart of 

our system. Our dedicated injured 
worker focus group, labor groups around 
the state, injured worker days in our 
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Why Chris Christie’s Problem is a Problem for American Conservatives
Continued from page 17

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CSEA is Shocked 
and Saddened by 
the Resignation of  
Bernard P. Pierorazio.

CSEA is shocked and saddened by 
the news of Superintendent Bernard P. 
Pierorazio resignation at Yonkers Public 
Schools. 
We are not aware of the full details of 
what happened nor the context. 
However, due to the complexity of the 
issues facing our school district such as 
funding, Common Core, diversity and 
job security, we at CSEA 9169 suggest 
any movement on a new direction should 
be the collaborative effort of parents, 

politicians, 
educators, 
b u s i n e s s 
leaders, civil 
service, and 
community 
leaders. Our 
city demands it!!!  
We here at CSEA 9169 have always and 
shall always continue to support and serve 
our students, members, and community!

Respectfully
Lionel Turner
President
CSEA 9169

Continued on page 19
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Notice of Formation of R. Maffei Enterprises 
LLC. Articles Of Organization filed with NY 
Secretary of State on June 20, 2013. Office 
Location: 340 Central Ave., White Plains, NY 
10606, County of Westchester. NY Secretary 
of State designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. NY 
Secretary of State shall mail process to: 84 
Highview Avenue, Nanuet, NY 10954. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Psychiatric NP 
Therapeutics, PLLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/24/13. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail copy of process 
against PLLC to principal business address: 
481 Main St., Ste. 303A, New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose:  Any lawful activity. 

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS II LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
P.O. Box 359 New Rochelle, NY 11021. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

PULASKI ST VENTURE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/8/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 305 North Ave 1st Fl. New Rochelle, NY 
10801. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

30 EAST 76TH STREET #3B, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/7/14. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O Stern 
Keiser & Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave 
Ste. 305 White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

LE G A L  N O T I C E S
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LEGAL ADVERTISING:  
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BRONX APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
3Br. Starting at $1600/Month

No Broker Fee • 24Hr on-site Super
Call Maria:

914.632.1230
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New York State Committed to Improving Outdated Workers’ Compensation System 

offices, and an ongoing injured worker 
survey with 6,000 responses to date all 
contribute to this initiative.

To be transparent and build trust, we 
regularly post our outreach schedule and 
the comments we receive to our website 
(www.wcb.ny.gov). When the study 
concludes, the Board will post final rec-
ommendations and an implementation 

roadmap.
For the first time in a long time, the 

Board is systematically identifying and 
fixing the fundamental problems in our 
system. Improving a system that decayed 
for decades is not easy. Not every vested 
interest will agree on every recommen-
dation. Interest groups that profit from 
dysfunction will defend this indefen-
sible status quo. Guided by our core 
belief that everyone benefits from timely 

and appropriate lost wage benefits and 
medical care, the Board is ready for the 
challenge and is committed to fighting 
for a better workers’ compensation 
system in New York State.

First published in The Buffalo News, 
January 12, 2014.

Jeffrey Fenster, Esq., is executive director of 
the New York State Workers’ Compensation 
Board.

Continued from page 18
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