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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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914.964.4DOC  |  RiversideHealth.org
967 North Broadway  |  Yonkers  |  NY  |  10701

© 2013 St. John’s Riverside Hospital  |  All Rights Reserved.

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL
YOU’RE GOING TO FEEL THE DIFFERENCE

OUR PARTIAL KNEE REPLACEMENTS
ARE FULLY ENDORSED

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL’S
REVOLUTIONARY NEW APPROACH
FOR KNEE REPLACEMENTS OFFERS
PAIN FREE KNEES IN DAYS.*

St. John’s Riverside Hospital is the ONLY 
medical facility in Westchester to offer this 
revolutionary new approach to Orthopedic 
Knee Replacement surgery.

Restore your active lifestyle 
with little to no pain

DAVID LENT, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

*Individual results may vary. 
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FeatureSection
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Introduction By 
HEZI ARIS
WASHINGTON, DC 
– Cause of Action (CoA) 
http://causeofaction.org 
a government account-

ability organization, on December 9, 
2013, released “Unfair Enrichment: How 
Forest City Enterprises Acts Above the 
Law,” the third and final installment o 
the three-part investigation, “Political 
Profiteering: How Forest City Enterprises 
Makes Private Profits at the Expense of 
America’s Taxpayers,” exposing how New 
York State manipulated census data to 
benefit Forest City Enterprises’ (FCE) 
New York subsidiary Forest City Ratner 
(FCR) and the New York City Regional 
Center (NYCRC). With this data, FCR 
and the NYCRC enticed foreign inves-
tors into a cash-for-visas program, all 
while downplaying the risk of investment 
and exaggerating job creation predictions. 
Further, the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
failed to prosecute FCR executives who 
bribed city council members to approve 
another FCR development in project in 
Yonkers, N.Y.

CoA’s nearly two-year investigation 
found that executives of FCR played illicit 
roles in the 2005-2006 bribery scandal 
that resulted in the federal conviction of 
two local politicians in Yonkers, N.Y., for 
securing approval for FCR’s Ridge Hill 
Development project. The DOJ failed to 
prosecute, despite being alerted by a 2010 
letter from Ranking Member of the House 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform Darrell Issa (R-CA), and Ranking 

Member of the house Judiciary Committee 
Lamar Smith (R-TX) that raised concerns 
that “political favoritism” guided the DOJ’s 
decision “not to pursue legal charges against 
Forest City Ratner and its employees.”

Dan Epstein, Cause of Action’s execu-
tive director commented”

“Our investigation uncovered that not 
only did FCR violate the law and engage in 
political profiteering, but the DOJ turned a 
blind eye to FCR’s criminal activity while 
the USCIS failed to hold New York State 
accountable. We can’t rely on these federal 
agencies to properly apply their own rules 
and protect the interests of taxpayers, which 
is why Congress should intervene and 
investigate these practices.”

Findings from the report include:
* The New York Department of 

Labor (NYDOL) and the Empire State 
Development Corporation (ESDC) 
manipulated census data in order to create a 
“targeted employment area” (TEA) for the 
New York City Regional Center (NYRC) 
and FCR in violation of U.S. Citizenship & 
Immigration Services (USCIS) regulations.

FCR and NYRC, with the coop-
eration of New York state-elected officials, 
misleadingly advertised the Atlantic Yard 
Project to potential investors by keeping the 
actual purpose of EB-5 funding ambiguous 
and exaggerating job creation predictions. 
EB-5 investors were also misled as to the 
risk of their investing in the Atlantic Yards 
project – a potential Federal securities 
violation.

The DOJ failed to prosecute FCR 
executives who bribed Yonkers City 
Councilmember Sandy Annabi. FCR 

executives covered up their payments to 
Yonkers Republican Party Chairman 
Zehy Jereis under the guise of a consult-
ing contract for “retail hunting” in order to 
protect themselves from federal criminal 
liability when, in fact, Jereis’s consulting 
contract was in exchange for Annabi’s vote 
approving FCR’s Ridge Hill Project.

Forest City Enterprises (FCE) 
defended and benefitted from eminent 
domain seizures for private develop-
ment in California and New York, and 
spent a combined $350,000 on California 
ballot initiatives in 2006 and 2008 to back 
sweeping eminent domain measures to 
benefit private developers. 

In light of these findings, CoA wrote 
to Chairman Issa of the House Oversight  
and Government Reform Committee 
urging the committee to examine U.S. 
Citizenship & Immigration Services’ 
(USCIS)   treatment of states’ “targeted 
employment area” (TEA) designations 
and determine whether political influence 
affected DOJ’s decision not to prosecute 
Forest City Enterprises.

To access our letter, click here: 
h t tp : / / c auseofac t ion .org/as se t s /
uploads/2013/12/131204-Forest-City-
Report-III-Letter-to-Issa.pdf 

To access Unfair Enrichment: How 
Forest City Enterprises Acts Above the 
Law, click here:

h t t p : / / c a u s e o f a c t i o n . o r g /
report-unfair-enrichment-forest-city-
enterprises-acts-law/ 

To access Parts one and two of the 
investigation, click here:

h t t p : / / c a u s e o f a c t i o n . o r g /
political-profiteering-how-forest-city-
enterprises-makes-private-profits-at-the-
expense-of-americas-taxpayers/

About Cause of Action:
Cause of Action is a non-profit, 

nonpartisan government accountability 
organization that fights to protect economic 
opportunity when federal regulations, 
spending and cronyism threaten it. For 
more information, visit www.causeofaction.
org.

First published in the “Yonkers Tribune” on 

December 22, 2013.

h t t p : / / w w w . y o n k e r s t r i b u n e .
com/2013/12/cause-of-action-forest-city-
enterprises-profits-despite-legal-viola-
tions.html 

SOURCE: www.causeofaction.org

Forest City Ratner Enterprises Chairman 
and CEO Bruce Ratner.

Illicit Conduct By Forest City Enterprises Revealed

Westchester On the Level
with Narog and Aris

Designated a “Featured” BlogTalk Radio 
program, has been operating for over two 
years via the Internet with Co-Hosts Richard 
Narog and Hezi Aris every weekday, from 10 
a.m. to 12 Noon.  Listen to the show live or 
on demand. Share your perspective by calling  
(347) 205-9201 or by clicking onto the following 
hyperlinks: http://www.blogtalkradio.com/
westchesteronthelevel 

 RADIO
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By HELEN WEISMAN
Hephaestus, the Greek 
deity of metalworking and 
patron god of blacksmiths, 
is alive and well today, 
living in Mahopac, NY. 

In present times, he goes under the name 
of Bill Fitzgerald. Bill is a 7th generation 
blacksmith descended from the farms of 
County Limerick in Ireland to the horse 
counties of Westchester and Putnam in 
New York, and Fairfield in Connecticut. 
I had the opportunity to meet him along 

with 2 other people, Eric Draghi and 
Jeremy Gerin, on Saturday, December 7, 
2013. The meeting took place under the 
umbrella of a business organization known 
as “1000 Passions.”

“1000 Passions” is an outfit which 
sells unique experiences with talented 
and passionate professionals in New 
York City; Sardinia, Italy; Provence, 
France; and since November of 2013, 
Westchester County, and Fairfield 
County. The experiences proposed on 
its website, www.1000passions.com, 
are all about discovering something 

new, and interacting with people 
in a personal and meaningful way. 
Whether it’s assisting on set during 
the shooting of a feature film, distill-
ing gin at a local distillery, or improving 
your make-up skills with a Hollywood 
make-up artist at her local salon, or 
herding cattle on a ranch, each is 
unique, for your private group only, or 
as a social event to share with others on 
a specific date, and it offers a new way 
to connect with people. Its custom-
ers are local residents, 30 to 60+ years 
old who are looking for new ways to 

entertain themselves. Typically, “1000 
Passions” customers are local residents 
who pay between $20 and $100 to have 
a genuine experience of intellectual sig-
nificance, while having fun spending a 
memorable moment with a local expert 
sharing their passion.

For me, the passion was the Ancient 
Art of Blacksmithing. Here, I got the 
chance to use several of Bill Fitzgerald’s 
machines and tools to make a coat hook 
with a leaf complete with indentations 
on the top. Eric made the number 8 to 
display outside the front door of his house 
to identify his address, and Jeremy made 
a fireplace poker and the capital letter S. 
Everything we made was wrought from 

steel. What entranced me the most about 
the whole experience was the variety of 
tools and machines Bill had to use to do 
his work, and the wide array of countries 
they came from. The curvature machine 
was made in Russia, while the anvil that 
Jeremy was using came from Italy, as was 
the band saw. Other machines came from 
Germany, and still others were American 
made. I was also amazed at how many dif-
ferent functions this wide assortment of 
machines and tools could perform. One 
could twist metal rods to have as many 
curvatures as you want, another called 
the Trimmer hammer does what is called 
“chasing.” Using this process, Bill was able, 
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By MARY C. MARVIN
After almost three decades 
of false starts, the Trustees 
and I are so pleased to 
announce the resurrection 
of the Kensington Road 

project.
At our December Board of Trustees’ 

meeting, we selected Fareri Associates of 
Greenwich, Connecticut to develop the 
project that was originally approved in 2007.

The Trustees and I and the ad hoc com-
mittee – Frank Sica, Charles (Jay) Urstadt 
– believe Fareri and Associates is eminently 
qualified to undertake a project of this mag-
nitude and degree of difficulty. The team we 
chose has clearly demonstrated experience 
in construction of high-end empty-nester 
developments, constructing properties 
adjacent to MTA facilities, environmental 
remediation history with New York State’s 
Brownfield Remediation Program Clean 
Up as well as expertise in building under-
ground garages.

And, most importantly, John Fareri 
understands the history and traditions held 
dear in Bronxville. As he said in his offering 
statement, “Bronxville has many beautiful 
multi-family residences, some ninety years 
old. They are a testament to good planning 
and excellent construction methods and 
most still look as good as they day they were 

built. I pledge to do everything I can to make 
the Kensington Road project take its place 
right alongside those others.”

As to financial strength, Fareri 
Associates has developed over $40 billion 
of real estate in Westchester and Fairfield 
Counties over the past 40 plus years. Over 
$600 million of real estate is currently owned 
by Fareri and three million square feet of 
development projects are in the planning 
stages in Westchester and Fairfield Counties. 
And most importantly, Fareri Associates has 
the demonstrated financial security to ensure 
completion of the entire project.

In addition to answering the “why” 
of this particular developer, the seminal 
question is “why” develop Kensington at all 
and “why” now?

The following are just some of the 
points considered by both the Trustees and 
the Project Team:

Over 20,000 cubic yards of contami-
nated soil will be removed at a cost of $7 to 
$10 million by the developer with no cost 
to the Village and the Village will receive a 
permanent State sign-off as to remediation.

The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) has 
grant opportunities available to the devel-
oper that make the project feasible. These 
Brownfield Clean-up programs will sunset 
in December of 2015 and thus change the 

economic parameters of any project in the 
future.

The entire area which is currently an 
unsightly blacktop expanse will be trans-
formed with extensive landscaping, new 
sidewalks and even underground electric 
cables, increasing the value of not only the 
Kensington property, but the surrounding 
neighborhood.

The Village will receive brand new 
underground parking, increasing both the 
safety and number of spaces available to our 
residents and merchants to park their cars.

An empty-nester home option will be 
available to current residents who want to 
downsize but remain in the Village.

Over $600,000 in new property taxes 
will be generated on a property that currently 
produces none.

The project is pre-approved, shovel 
ready and consistent with local and regional 
planning requirements.

The Village will also receive a substan-
tial cash consideration that will directly assist 
to defray Village property taxation.

The number one concern at the on-set 
appears to be that the structure will generate 
a large number of school age children.

The previous developer, who was 
building the exact same structure, was 
required in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Study to do an analysis of potential school 
age children to be generated by the proposed 
project. The analysis was prepared without 

conjecture, rather using nationally accepted 
multipliers from the Urban Land Institute 
and the Center for Urban Policy research. 
The developer produced several scenarios 
with the “worst case” bringing four to six new 
children to the school system.

Even with certifiable data, it stands 
to reason that no one can forecast with 
exact certainty the number of children just 
as we cannot predict to the exact person, 
the number of empty nesters who will 
move each year because they have hit the 
property tax “tipping point”, or the number 
of children who will occupy rental or owner 
occupied residences.

The Trustees are required as stewards 
of the community to take the long view 
and we came to the unanimous decision 

that the Kensington Road project will only 
serve to enhance the Village in the years to 
come. There will be some short term disrup-
tion to the neighborhood just as there will 
be when the School begins the auditorium 
renovation, but both projects will result in the 
betterment for all.

We welcome your input and pledge to 
work with all interested parties with trans-
parency and open two-way dialogue as our 
guide.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, consider directing your perspective 
by directing email to mayor@vobny.com.

Kensington Road  
Project Resurrected

 MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

CommunitySection
BLACKSMITHING

The Ancient Art of Blacksmithing in New York

Continued on page 5

http://www.1000passions.com
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800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
 

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

with the use of different chisels to produce 
fine features on the faces of chess figures. 
The chess set, of which these figures are 
composed, can be seen in Bill’s store.

What Eric liked best about the 
experience was the melding that he did. 
Commenting on the process, Eric said, 

“I loved melding. It was my first time 
ever doing it, and I loved understanding 
the process itself. I had no clue that you 
could change the shape of steel so easily 
when it is hot, and make it cold again by 
just dropping water on it.” Referring to 
what to him was the highlight of the day, 
Jeremy remarked, “It was so much fun to 

hammer my molten, orange metal rod to 
a sharp end on an anvil with Bill’s favorite 
hammer. Wow! It was really great. I felt 
like a blacksmith, and that I’d been trans-
ported back to early America.”

Bill, of course, fashions much more 
elaborate things than we did. For instance, 
he produces screen doors for fireplaces, 
wine racks, or anything that a customer 
may conjure up in his mind, which is fre-
quently the case. In one scenario, he was 
asked to create a sign holder for a local 
veterinary hospital that consisted of a 
cat going down a tree. Reflecting on his 
work, Bill states, “What I like best about 
the job is that I am always doing some-
thing different.” He goes on to say, “From 
conceptualizing the customer’s request, to 
transferring the idea to a piece of paper, to 
the actual realization of the product, I view 
the whole experience as a theatrical pro-
duction where the patron is the director, 
and I am the actor.”

You can connect with Bill either on 
his website, www.ByHammerByHand.
com, or at his shop, By Hammer By 
Hand, located at 293 Rte 6, Mahopac, 
NY 10541, Direct email to: phyllis@
byhammerbyhand.com; Tel: 845-621-
1725; Toll-free: 877-621-1725.

Helen Weisman is a freelance science journal-
ist living in New York City. She has taught 
writing at The City University of New York.

BLACKSMITHING

The Ancient Art of  
Blacksmithing in New York

Hephaestus God of Blacksmiths.

Jeremy heating rod for poker.

The Forge.

Steel Dragon made by Bill.

Continued from page 4
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CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN
Some people see a 
federal investigation into 
JPMorgan Chase’s hiring 
practices as a matter of 
simple ethics. I think it 

raises a more complex question: Can 
American business succeed in China, 
without really trying?

The investigation’s bottom line, 
it seems, will be whether the bank’s 
“Sons and Daughters” program violates 
America’s Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. 
It is hard to anticipate the answer, for a 
variety of reasons. But some context may 
help us understand why JPMorgan took 
the risk.

Networking matters in business 
worldwide, but it matters more in China 
than in most places. Guanxi, loosely trans-
lated from Chinese as “connections” or 
“relationships,” is a term used to describe 
the network of personal connections 
underpinning much of Chinese business. 
In practice, guanxi often operates as an 
exchange of private favors, which can 
result in someone with an inside connec-
tion having the upper hand when pursuing 

orders, landing a job, or obtaining govern-
ment approvals more quickly.

Business has been done this way in 
China for decades. Guanxi favors can, and 
often do, have a financial component that 
clearly crosses the line into corruption by 
American or Chinese standards, though in 
China such corruption is only sporadically 
prosecuted, and then often for political 
reasons. The easy answer, if we want to 
apply U.S. standards to business in China, 
is just to forswear the use of the guanxi 
system at all.

But we should at least consider the 
reality that China, which is the world’s 
largest country by population and second-
largest by GDP, happens to be governed 
by a self-serving, self-perpetuating elite. 
Those elite seek to maintain their position 
by giving the broader citizenry a share of 
increasing national wealth but allowing 
everyday Chinese little say in how that 
wealth is distributed or deployed.

This poses a dilemma for U.S. busi-
nesses and regulators.

JPMorgan Chase is currently the 
focus of a federal investigation, which is 
posing questions about the bank’s “Sons 

and Daughters” program. The program, 
which began in 2006 in an effort to avoid 
accusations of nepotism and bribery in 
connection with hiring the friends and 
family of members of the Chinese upper 
crust, has become a fast-track system for 
vetting such potential connections. Last 
month, The New York Times reported 
on JPMorgan’s connection to Lily Chang, 
an alias for Wen Ruchun, the daughter 
of China’s former prime minister Wen 
Jiabao. JPMorgan paid Ms. Wen’s consult-
ing firm $900,000 annually between 2006 
and 2008.

The bank is cooperating with federal 
authorities and, according to The Times, 
is also conducting an internal review. The 
bank has not been accused of any wrong-
doing, but the investigation has expanded 
to encompass the Asia Pacific region 
beyond China’s borders. While internal 
documents show that JPMorgan’s hiring 
practices aggressively pursued applicants 
with connections to highly placed Chinese 
senior officials, it is not at all obvious 
whether the program crossed the line into 
illegal activity.

It is clearly illegal to hand money 
to a government official or corporate 
executive in exchange for business from 

one of the big, state-controlled compa-
nies that dominate China’s economy. 
But American executives don’t presently 
know how far they can go in hiring well-
connected Chinese citizens, including 
relatives of government officials, to make 
introductions that often ultimately result 
in winning Chinese business. However 
the federal authorities handle this case, 
the investigation demonstrates the murky 
legal landscape American companies must 
navigate to find business in China.

Because there is no bright line, 
American businesses face an unpleasant 
choice. They can go as far as they dare and 
hope that changing priorities under dif-
ferent administrations don’t result in their 
being second-guessed. Or they can hang 
back and, in many cases, watch Chinese 
business go to their competitors, foreign 
or domestic.

What our companies cannot do is 
change China’s system to make it more 
transparent or democratic. They must 
work with Chinese businesses as they are 
or not at all, and right now American law 
doesn’t make it clear exactly how far is too 
far when dealing with Chinese norms.

JPMorgan Chase is a tree that the 
government currently enjoys shaking, 

because money keeps falling out. It is 
unlikely, however, that the bank’s approach 
to China is unique.

I am all for holding American com-
panies to a high standard of ethics and 
transparency, but it ought to be up to the 
government to spell out that standard 
in advance, before it starts to hold firms 
accountable for violating it.

If we really cannot compete for 
Chinese business without violating 
American law, let’s get that fact on the 
table. Then we can decide whether we 
want to do anything about it.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where he 
was a senior manager for personal financial 
planning and family wealth planning, he 
founded his own firm in Hastings on Hudson, 
N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organization, 
which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 
2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

How to Succeed  
in Business, in China

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
Happy 2014 to everyone, 
As usual I broke all my 
resolutions already and 
started making new ones, 
welcome to the “resolution 

free,” edition of “News & Notes.”
Our Bedford neighbor and Matchbox 

Twenty singer Rob Thomas performed at 
Blythedale Children’s Hospital in Valhalla 
recently as part of WPLJ’s annual holiday 
fundraiser; the radio station has been 
holding the fundraiser for more than 20 
years and has raised more than $4 million 
for the hospital.

“Art at the Core: The Intersection of 
Visual Art, Performances & Technology,” 
is the current exhibition at the Hudson 
Valley Center for Contemporary Art in 
Peekskill.

Registration is now open for the 
Westchester County Coed Volleyball 
Tournament, to be held Tuesday and 
Wednesday, January 7th and 8th, from 7 
to 11p.m. each night at the Westchester 

County Center in White Plains.
The tournament is open to men and 

women, 18 years-of-age and older, who 
are members of organized teams, such as 
corporations, clubs, recreation centers, or 
local “Ys.” The tournament will be played 
in Round Robin format on Tuesday to 
determine the ranking of each team, with 
a double-elimination tournament for the 
championship round on Wednesday. The 
tournament will be played in two levels of 
competition: recreation and power recre-
ation. Awards will be given to the winning 
teams and runners-up in each division.

Events to Remember, an event 
planning company, has moved offices 
to Mount Kisco for their 10th year of 
business, we wish them good luck… 

Up in Katonah, the Katonah Museum 
of Art is showing “Eye to I… 3,000 Years 
of Portraits through February 16th.

Also in Katonah, strap on those skates 
once again for the Harvey School Open 
Skate on February 17th.

Our northern Westchester Legislator 

Peter Harckham is stepping down as 
majority leader. Harckham, who repre-
sents Somers, Bedford, Mount Kisco, 
North Salem and Lewisboro, decided not 
to run for majority leader. Harckham is 
being replaced by Legislator Catherine 
Borgia… thanks Peter and good luck to 
Catherine. 

Westchester Community College’s 
Fine Arts Gallery presents “Skeletons,” an 
exhibition by Charles McGill, which will 
be on display January 27th through March 
8th. McGill’s work combines his passion 
for golf with a conceptual understanding 
of found objects. 

Bedford’s 41st Annual Art Show will 
take place on January 24th at St. Matthew’s 
Church.

Please don’t forget… that Grand 
Prix New York, the area’s leading indoor 
entertainment and team-building venue, 
will host an overnight fundraising bowling 
event on January 10th to benefit the Fox 
Lane Sports Booster Club (FLSBC). The 
Bowl-a-Thon will span a 24-hour period, 

utilizing all of SpinsBowl’s 19 lanes. 
The Bedford Central School District’s 
Board of Education and the FLSBC 
will organize and coordinate teams. The 
Bowl-A-Thon, sponsored by Mt. Kisco 
Honda and Grand Prix New York, will 
feature various competitions, prizes and 
themes, including a free Honda to anyone 
who bowls a perfect game. Attendees will 
enjoy live music and DJ entertainment, 
and ProClinix Sports Physical Therapy & 
Chiropractic wellness of Pleasantville and 
Armonk will be on-site offering massages 
and stretching. “This will be the third 
fundraiser we’ve held for the Fox Lane 
Boosters in recent years,” said GPNY 

Vice President Nat Mundy. “If there’s 
one way that makes sense to give back, it’s 
by investing in our local school districts 
and encouraging other businesses to step 
up and do the same. The Bowl-A-Thon 
should be a lot of fun, and it’s for a great 
cause.”

Many college kids are home for a 
well-deserved break, we certainly are 
having a great time with all the Jeffers girls 
being home, enjoy your children and we’ll 
see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New 
York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=22ff9bdc7c&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b58409e304&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b58409e304&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=85d603383b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=85d603383b&e=23984343dd
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
William and the Windmill 
is an award-winning docu-
mentary by Ben Nabors 
telling the unusual story of 
William Kamkwamba, the 

“boy who harnessed the wind” as a 14-year-
old in a drought-stricken village in Wimbe, 
Malawi. In 2002, having been forced to 
drop out of school to help his impoverished 
family try to survive, Kamkwamba, innately 
gifted and curious, built a windmill from 
junkyard scraps and local tree branches to 
provide power to his family’s home. The 
locals thought he was crazy but changed 
their minds when the ragged device actually 
worked. The blogosphere picked up the 
story in a local Malawi newspaper, and the 
almost magical tale of this talented young 
inventor went viral. By 2007, Kamkwamba 
was invited to speak at a TEDGlobal con-
ference in Arusha, Tanzania. His moving 
talk, in which he expressed his dreams about 
building a windmill for the entire village, 
struck a chord with TED organizers. With 

support from members of the TED com-
munity, specifically TED Executive Tom 
Reilly, Kamkwamba’s life began to change in 
a dramatic fashion. He was invited to attend 
the new African Leadership Academy, a 
pan-African prep school in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. He was thereafter accepted 
to Dartmouth, a private Ivy League 

research university located in Hanover, New 
Hampshire, where he will begin his senior 
year this fall. His 2009 autobiography, The 
Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, became an 
international best-seller, and this shy, soft-
spoken young man was suddenly thrust into 
a very bright spotlight, including an appear-
ance on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. 
That he is ill-prepared both academically 
and emotionally for this new life is coupled 
with a quiet but fierce determination to find 
a way to succeed.

Nabors’ documentary, which won the 
Grand Jury prize for documentary features 
at this year’s SXSW conference partially 
financed by a Kickstarter campaign, tracks 
Kamkwamba’s life in the wake of his 
newfound fame. The result is both inspi-
rational and discomforting. Throughout 
the 95-minute film, we trail along on 
Kamkwamba’s journey as he straddles two 
remarkably dissimilar worlds, all shepherded 
with good intentions, into a extraordinary 
new life. It is a life that makes him a stranger 
in a strange land, speaking a language with 
which he is clearly uncomfortable and 
sporting a look of quiet unease in his expres-
sive eyes.

Besides Kamkwamba, the film chron-
icles the paternal influence of Tom Rielly, 
the flamboyant community and fellows 
director for TED, who has taken on the task 
of mapping Kamkwamba’s future. Reilly, a 
one-time actor and successful tech entre-
preneur who is best known as the founder of 
PlanetOut, the first gay and lesbian website, 
is a combination of trusted uncle, mother 
hen, and stalwart protector. His motivation, 
as he emotionally explains late in the film, 
has something to do with his own unfulfilled 
desire for a caring parental figure, and he 
obviously feels deeply about Kamkwamba’s 
well-being. But along the way, there is the 
nagging question: how does Kamkwamba 

feel about all this? Answering Nabors’s ques-
tions throughout the film, his sentences are 
rarely more than three or four words. The 
pained or blank expressions on his face seem 
to reveal some mixture of fear and awkward-
ness, perhaps triggered by his struggle with 
English but more likely because he is deeply 
embarrassed at the unceasing glare of celeb-
rity aimed at him via the unblinking movie 
camera.

Behind the camera is Brooklyn-born 
documentary filmmaker Ben Nabors 
who has received filmmaking grants from 
Participant Pictures, The Tribeca Institute, 
The Fledgling Fund, and the True/False 
Film Festival. In 2010, he founded “group 
theory”, a collaboration-driven production 
studio that creates documentaries, short nar-
ratives, and cartoons. In 2013, “Filmmaker 
Magazine” named him one of the “25 New 
Faces of Independent Film”. Next for Nabors, 

a new documentary called The Happy Film, 
that revolves about graphic designer Stefan 
Sagmeister and his pursuit of happiness, and 
a feature documentary about the making of 
the Broadway show “Spider-Man: Turn Off 
the Dark”.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

Poster of William and the Windmill.

William works atop an early model of his windmill, installing the bicycle 
dynamo.

Ben Nabors.

William and the WindmillWilliam and the Windmill

William Kamkwamba scales The Green Machine, a windmill that both 
generates electricity and pumps water to make minor adjustments to his 

invention.
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George Weinbaum
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White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions
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FROM WHERE I  SIT

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
The recent flap about 
the comments by Phil 
Robertson, one of the 
stars of the reality televi-
sion show “Duck Dynasty”, 

about homosexuality, leading to his suspen-
sion has shown how little the average person 
and, apparently, some elected officials and 
commentators understand “free speech” and 
its constitutional protections in the United 
States.

The First Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States says, in 
part, “Congress shall make no law ... abridg-
ing the freedom of speech”. This amendment 
and the entire first ten amendments 
(commonly called the “Bill of Rights”) are so 
rich in defining the protections of citizens 
FROM the government in tjhe areas of 
speech, religion, the press, right to bear arms, 
assembly, and privacy that they show the 
brilliance of the founders of this country. No 
matter that there have been disagreements 
and court cases over the years about the 
precise meaning of the Second Amendment 
(“Right To Bear Arms”) and whether Internet 
typing should receive the protection afforded 
to speech (it does!), e foresight of our founders 
is brilliant.

Unfortunately, many either do not 
understand the limitations of this protection 
or behave as though they do not to pander 
to specific groups. I have had students who, 
upon hearing of someone being arrested in 
Germany or Russia for expressing bigoted or 
ant-government views, have said “What about 

free speech?” I’ve had to explain to them that, 
in the words of Internet Freedom Advocate 
John Perry Barlow, “To most of the world, the 
First Amendment is just a local ordinance.”

It might be reasonable for students 
or foreign nationalists not to understand 
the US First Amendment but our elected 
officials and political commentators cer-
tainly should -- but that knowledge was 
not apparent in the immediate reaction to 
Robertson’s suspension.

Let’s begin with his statement, itself. 
According to the quote in GQ Magazine, he 
said “It seems like, to me, a vagina — as a man 
— would be more desirable than a man’s anus. 
But, hey, sin: It’s not logical, my man. It’s just not 
logical . . . Start with homosexual behavior and 
just morph out from there. Bestiality, sleeping 
around with this woman and that woman and 
that woman and those men.”

People immediately took this to mean 
that he was equating homosexuality to besti-
ality (not completely logical as he certainly wasn’t 
equating men behaving promiscuously with 
women with homosexuality) and the protests 
poured in and A&E suspended Robertson 
from the show.

Immediately after the suspension from 
conservative political officials and com-
mentators. Former Alaska Governor and 
Republican Vice Presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin was quoted as saying ““Free 
speech is an endangered species. Those ‘intolerants’ 
hatin’ and taking on the ‘Duck Dynasty’ patri-
arch for voicing his personal opinion”; Texas 
Senator Ted Cruz posted on Facebook 
“The mainstream media should not behave as 

the Thought Police censoring the views with 
which they disagree”; Sean Hannity spent 
a good deal of air prime attacking A&E’s 
action; and Glenn Beck said that the action 
should “get people to wake up to the fact that this 
is fascism.”

Elected officials like Cruz and Palin 
and even the always-open mouths, Hannah 
and Beck, should know that “Freedom of 
Speech” applies only to our interaction with 
the government.

 
The First Amendment to the Constitution 
states that the government shall not -- not 
that A&E, IBM, or MSNBC shall not. Each 
company has the right to set its own rules of 
conduct and Rule One is usually “Thou shalt 
not embarrass your employer”.

 
They should all know better -- they probably 
do and are just pandering; I did not note any 
of them getting upset about MSNBC sus-
pending Alec Baldwin after his perceived 
homophobic comments.

Conservative columnist Jonah 
Goldberg, in a New York Post column, 
“Duck Dynasty: Unreal Outrage”, added 
some rationality to the mix, writing in 
part, “There are no constitutional free-speech 
rights involved when a private entertainment 
network decides to cut a character from a fake 
reality show.” He does feel, however. “Palin’s 
not entirely wrong, either. Liberals love free 
expression so long as you free-express things 
they agree with.” (I attribute the same to the 
above folks who did not spring to Baldwin’s 
defense).

Much of the column correctly, in my 
judgment, holds up the whole concept of 
the “Duck Dynasty Show” (which is widely 
successful) to ridicule. The show purports 
to be a “reality show” bringing the life of a 
“redneck” family to the tube (perhaps the 
fact that Robertson has a Master’s degree from 
Louisiana Tech might give us a clue that the 
“redneck family” is not really so). Goldberg first 
points out that “A&E suspended him from the 
reality show about his own family. Which should 
give you a sense of how real this reality show is. If 
it’s about the family, some producer in New York 
can’t decide who’s in or out of the family.” and 
later goes on to enter the final skewer, writing 
““Duck Dynasty” has been a huge ratings success, 
receiving fawning coverage from the elite media. 
Much of the coverage has also been incred-
ibly condescending. Everyone says, “Look at the 
funny rednecks,” until Robertson says something 
that you would absolutely expect to hear from a 
guy who plays a redneck on TV. Then suddenly 
everyone is scandalized? Please. Isn’t the whole 
point of these shows to demonstrate that there are 
lots of different kinds of people out there? Lord 
knows there’s no lack of reality shows about gays.”

He then ends the column by writing 
tongue-in-cheek “Maybe the best way to avoid 
such problems in the future is to demand that all 
reality-show casts be made up of professional 
actors. That way, reality will never disappoint “

While not agreeing with everything 
Goldberg writes, I think that his column 
depicts the controversy, as it should be 
viewed:

Reality shows aren’t!
Robertson spoke as though he was an 

extreme edition of the character he portrays.
His views offended some who com-

plained and embarrassed his employer who 
suspended him (which is the employer’s 
right).

There is no constitutional issue nor 
“fascism” involved.

Those who disagree with the suspen-
sion of Robertson (or Baldwin) should 
write to the network disagreeing with the 
decision and / or (in the case of Robertson) 
stop watching the show and refrain from 
purchasing the products of the advertisers. 
Such is what capitalism is about, not silly 
pandering.
(Note – After finishing this column, I came 
across a Business Insider piece by John 
Barro, “When You Defend Phil Robertson, 
Here’s What You’re Really Defending” 
(http://www.businessinsider.com/
when-you-defend-phil-robertson-heres-
what-youre-really-defending-2013-12), 
in which Barro lists many earlier statements 
by Robertson that seem strongly to be greatly 
offensive to all non-straight, non-white, non-
Christian individuals. While these quotes, 
if accurate, may change reader opinions of 
Robertson personally, they really have no 
bearing on the issues of Constitutional protection 
of his speech nor on the subject of “reality shows”)
Direct comments to johnmac13@gmail.com. 
Links to other writings, Podcasts, & Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com; 
hear my interview of Westchester Guardian 
editor Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkradio.com/
rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show

Freedom of Speech? Come On!Freedom of Speech? Come On!

Open Door Medical Centers Help Navigate Affordable Care Act
HEALTHCARE

By RICH MONETTI
If the Affordable Care Act 
awaits you and elevates your 
anxiety, it doesn’t mean the 
help icon on the govern-
ment website is your only 

recourse when things go awry. Open Door 
Medical Centers in Mt. Kisco, Port Chester 
and Ossining are qualified to help you select, 
signup and fill out the virtual forms.

“We have received funding to hire 
outreach and enrollment specialists. They are 
out in the community providing education,” 
says Lindsay Farrell, the organization’s CEO 
and president.

The first order means designating 
where their income puts them between the 
mandate and Medicare. “Everybody would 
love to qualify for Medicare. If they don’t, 

they have to select a plan for assistance in 
working through the questions on the online 
exchange,” she says.

Those emanate from insurance com-
panies that are offered by county. “In 
Westchester there are around eight,” says 
Farrell.

As it stands, the deadline for January 1st 
coverage is December 23rd, and fear not, if 
temperamental CPUs distress you, centers 
like Open Door can help with the actual 
keystrokes. “We can sit together on the 
computer,” she says, and get the confirma-
tion in real time, she adds.

The penalty for not signing up at the 
end of year one is only $95 per adult and 
$45 per child but triples after year two and 
then doubles that the year after. Either way, 
if waiting for an accident or illness to happen 

is the option chosen, you’ll be left at a 
coverage loss until the next open enrollment 
date arrives. Otherwise, in between signups 
require qualifying events such as death of a 
spouse, divorce or loss of a job.

In that latter case, COBRA is still 
offered, while Farrell clarifies any pain 
involved in all those who were forced off 
plans of the Essential Health Provision. 
More than lacking on basic categories of 
care, Farrell counsels that losing naught 
balances out just the same. “They were really 
cheap plans that basically offered nothing,” 
she says.

That said, going by the book proceeds 
by selecting the level of coverage that suits 
each best, and Open Door is again ready to 
assist. “That’s what our counselors do – help 
you decide if you need a Cadillac or a KIA,” 
says the CEO.

As for the subsidy based on income, it 
simply becomes a matter of subtraction. “If 
you’ve purchased a $400 a month and your 
subsidy is $100, you send $300 each month,” 
she says, and the level of coverage taken does 
not affect the subsidy amount, she adds.

If you still believe you cannot meet the 
mandate, Open Door won’t leave you out in 
the cold. “There’s a lot of financial literacy 
(and management) we’re helping people 
with,” she says.

At the same time, seasonal workers 
shouldn’t assume that the Affordable Care 
Act requires that they are mandated to 
purchase from the system. “You have to 
provide coverage to employees if they work 
a certain number of hours per year,” says 
Farrell.

Not sitting so well with those types of 
employers and other businesses in general, 

Open Door keeps its focus on individuals 
but doesn’t want to defer on the challenges 
faced from the business side. “There are a 
number of grants and the business council 
of Westchester, for one, has been targeting 
small businesses to assist,” she says.

In the end, Open Door is going to be 
there to assist those caught in the middle 
and the many undocumented workers that 
do not qualify. “You can come here and, we’ll 
slide your fee based on income if it’s low 
enough,” she concludes.

Open Door experts can be found at 
the Port Chester Library 9AM - 11AM 
on Wednesdays, at the Sleepy Hollow 
Library 10AM to noon on Tuesdays and at 
the Ossining Library 9:30AM to Noon on 
Thursday. They also can come into the Open 
Door Centers in Mt. Kisco, Port Chester, 
Sleepy Hollow and Ossining. Call 502-1478 
for times.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

http://www.businessinsider.com/when-you-defend-phil-robertson-heres-what-youre-really-defending-2013-12
http://www.businessinsider.com/when-you-defend-phil-robertson-heres-what-youre-really-defending-2013-12
http://www.businessinsider.com/when-you-defend-phil-robertson-heres-what-youre-really-defending-2013-12
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
http://www.johnmac13.com/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
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By ROBERT SCOTT
Silent film director D.W. 
Griffith surprised the bur-
geoning film industry when 
he bought the sprawling 
28-acre Flagler estate in 

Mamaroneck, N.Y., in 1918 and announced 
his intention to convert it into a movie 
studio. Most independent directors rented 
studio space.

Fabulously wealthy oil tycoon and 
Florida developer Henry M. Flagler had 
created the huge estate as a summer home 
away from oppressive Florida heat. It 
occupied the entire narrow peninsula called 

Edgewater Point projecting into Long 
Island Sound below Mamaroneck.

Dominating the property was an 
enormous castellated mansion with towers 
and turrets, a separate servants’ residence and 
various outbuildings. A sandy beach, dock, 
wooded area, and extensive orchards and 
gardens completed the picture.

Griffith had been born dirt-poor on a 
Kentucky farm in 1875 and left high school 
at 15 to help his widowed mother. Like 
many other pioneers in the early movie 
business, he drifted into acting in theatrical 
road companies. He began directing films 
for the Biograph Company at its cramped 
New York studio in a brownstone at 11 East 
14th Street, near Union Square.

Instead of moving to Biograph’s 
new Bronx studios in the winter of 1913, 
Griffith took his troupe of regular players 
to California. During his five-year stay 
on the West Coast he directed a series of 
feature films that not only transformed the 

look of movies and the way they were made 
but changed the very industry itself. These 
included the controversial classic The Birth 
of a Nation (1915), the first film to gross a 
million dollars, Intolerance (1916), Hearts of 
the World (1918), and Broken Blossoms (1919). 

Development of high-intensity artificial 
lighting soon negated the advantages of the 
bland Southern California climate. Many 
film makers who had deserted the East 
made plans to come back. Griffith was one 
of them.

Griffith returned to New York in the 
fall of 1919 full of praise for the area. “New 

York is the metropolis and the home of 
wealth. Also it is the home of much of the 
best brains of the country,” he told a reporter 
from The New York Times. “It stimulates 
imagination and rivalry with new ideas. 
It is the home of the best actors, the best 
artisans, the best and the newest in theatrical 
production.” 

Flush with cash for the first time, 
Griffith paid $375,000 for the breathtak-
ingly beautiful Flagler estate--probably the 
most imposing combination of grounds 
and buildings anyone has ever used for 
the making of motion pictures. Like New 
Rochelle, former home of the defunct 
Thanhouser studio, Mamaroneck was less 
than an hour away from Grand Central.

The huge property was unsuitable for 
immediate use as a movie studio and needed 
extensive changes. Its private road could 
not accommodate heavy vehicles and had 
to be widened. The mansion itself lacked 
adequate electrical power for studio lighting, 

so a generator served until industrial-grade 
cables could be installed. Because these had 
to be buried, Griffith bought an additional 
30 acres for this purpose.

Wealthy neighbors did everything they 
could to limit the commercial upgrading of 
the Flagler property. Despite their opposi-
tion, Griffith’s generous spending in the 
village gave a boost to the local economy. 
Raymond Klune, later Griffith’s accountant, 
noted that at least half of the million dollars 
realized from sale of Griffith Corporation 
stock to the public in 1920 went to Griffith 
as reimbursement for the money he had pre-
viously advanced for capital improvements 
to the Mamaroneck studio.

The palatial mansion’s upstairs 
bedrooms were converted into a wardrobe 
department, dressing rooms and offices. 
The huge kitchen and second dining room 
became a stage area on which sets could 
be constructed. The camera department 
took over the basement. Griffith used the 
banquet room as his office and had a small 
outbuilding near the water transformed into 
a cottage as his personal residence. Close to 
the mansion, the servants’ quarters were con-
verted into a commissary. 

Griffith also ordered a large, glass-
roofed open-air stage to be added near the 
mansion, connected to it and the commis-
sary by covered passageways. Such a facility 
would have been more appropriate for 

Southern California’s bland climate rather 
than breezy Long Island Sound. 

With remodeling well underway, 
Griffith left for Florida to shoot a few films 
already under contract, leaving actress Lillian 
Gish in charge at Mamaroneck to supervise 
construction and studio operations. The 
latter included directing a comedy featuring 
her sister Dorothy under an existing contract. 
Remodeling Her Husband would be her first 
and only directorial effort.

Lillian Gish would not be the first 
woman of that era to direct a movie. Lois 
Weber, who made a number of successful 
films, many of which treated women’s issues, 
directed her first movie in 1911 and went 

on to direct 135 in all. Film historians have 
estimated that 26 women directed pictures 
in the period between 1913 and 1927. 

The winter of 1919 was bitterly cold, 
making it impossible to work in the still 
unfinished and unheated Mamaroneck 
studio. Gish rented the empty Thanhouser 
studio in New Rochelle and moved actors 
and cameras there. Griffith returned from 
Florida and did postproduction work on his 
two Florida films at the Thanhouser studio.

With Griffith back at the helm, the first 
feature from the Mamaroneck studio was 
Way Down East, an adaptation of a theatrical 

FLEETWOOD 
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Lillian Gish and Richard Barthelmess in a scene from Griffith’s hit film Broken Blossoms. 
Barthelmess achieved his oriental look by stretching the skin of his forehead with a rubber band 

concealed under his cap.

An aerial view of the Griffith studio buildings on the narrow Edgewater Point peninsula in 
Mamaroneck

D.W. Griffith Made Movies in Mamaroneck

Continued on page 10
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warhorse that had first captivated Broadway 
audiences in 1898. Lillian Gish played an 
unwed mother who is cast out into a blizzard 
by her unforgiving employer whose son, 
played by Richard Barthelmess, had fallen in 
love with her.

Instead of the obviously artificial 
blizzard of the stage version, Griffith and cast 
spent weeks on location in New England 
fruitlessly waiting for a heavy snowfall. As 
it turned out, the storm scenes were shot at 
Mamaroneck when an unexpected blizzard 
blew in from the Sound. Way Down East 
premiered in New York in September of 
1920 and was an instant success, becoming 
Griffith’s biggest moneymaker after The 
Birth of a Nation. 

A half-century later, Mamaroneck 
village historian Gloria Pritts conducted 
interviews with local residents who had 
worked at the Griffith studio. One was the 
driver of the jitney bus that transported 
visitors from the station--a man named 
Webber. Like other locals, he was happy to 
earn the five dollars a day Griffith paid. 

Film extras, many of whom came up 
to Mamaroneck from the city, made seven 
dollars a day. Overtime from fifteen-hour 
days could double this amount.

 “A fantastic man,” Webber called 
Griffith. “A chain smoker, he’d borrow from 

anyone. Any time I had Duke’s Mixture 
and there was nothing else he took it gladly. 
[Duke’s Mixture was a roll-your-own ciga-
rette tobacco sold in a cloth pouch.] Every 
time he‘d borrow a cigarette, he’d reimburse 
the donor with a carton.”

When not transporting extras, Webber 
would sometimes be sent to Griffith’s 
Manhattan residence, the Claridge Hotel in 
Times Square on Broadway at 44th Street, 
to bring back hampers full of liquor.

 “Mr. Griffith was a fantastic spender,” 
Webber remembered. “He set no limit in 
getting what he wanted. Sometimes during 
a scene he would have five cameras working: 
one in the center, one on each side, and two 
suspended in the air.” 

Over the next four years Griffith would 
make six more films at Mamaroneck. Only 
two of these, Orphans of the Storm and 
America, actually made full use of the sump-
tuous studio he had built.     

Released in 1921, Orphans of the Storm 
was the most successful of his remaining 
films. Again Griffith returned to a familiar 
theatrical melodrama, The Two Orphans, a 
tale of two sisters in revolutionary Paris that 
entranced theater audiences when it opened 
in 1874. It made a marvelous vehicle for 
Griffith to showcase his two stars, the Gish 
sisters.

Despite the enormous cost of 

maintaining the Mamaroneck studio, 
some of his most interesting films in this 
period were made at distant locations. 
Good examples are his 1923 film The White 
Rose, shot on location in the Louisiana 
bayou country, and his 1924 film Isn’t Life 
Wonderful, a stark, unvarnished story of an 
ordinary middle-class family trying to cope 
with depression and runaway inflation in 
postwar Germany, shot on the streets of 

Berlin.
In January 1925, Griffith sold a 

major portion of the studio property in 
Mamaroneck to a real estate developer for 
$485,000. The Flagler mansion was demol-
ished. Today the site is occupied by a gated 
community. 

He would make only six more films, the 
last in 1931. Although he lived in Hollywood 
for the last decade of his life, he was shunned 

and ignored by the industry he had helped to 
create and make great. 

On July 24, 1948, David Wark Griffith, 
a lonely and embittered old man, died of a 
heart attack at the age of 73. He is buried 
in the graveyard of the Mount Tabor 
Methodist Church in Crestwood, Kentucky, 
his birthplace. Befitting a country boy, the 
Griffith plot is surrounded by a split-rail 
fence.

Robert Scott researches and writes about local 
history. He lives in Croton on Hudson, N.Y. 

D.W. Griffith and cameraman G.W. “Billy” 
Bitzer film b;izzard scenes in heavy snowfall 
at the Mamaroneck studio for the film Way 

Down East.
Richard Barthelmess saves Lillian Gish from an icy death in this poster from Griffith’s film Way 

Down East.

D.W. Griffith Made Movies in Mamaroneck
Continued from page 9

SOCIETY

By LUKE HAMILTON
Why do we fight to foist 
Christmas on a public which 
grows more disinterested 
each year? Do we seek our 
own Miracle on 34th Street, 

where a legal loophole preserves the right to 
acknowledge the supposedly-imaginary as 
real? What is the objective of this campaign 
which gets trotted out, year after year? If you 
ask me, the effort is misguided and misspent. 
If the goal is forcing the trappings of religion 
on the unwilling and unworthy, then I say 
‘Carry on’. But if the goal is reaching the lost 
with the life-changing message about the 
arrival of a holy Redeemer who lived and 
died among us, for us, we are wasting our 
breath and losing our audience.

One of the most intriguing aspects of 
the person of Christ is that He polarizes, 
attracts, and divides like no one else ever 
born. As C.S. Lewis famously stated in Mere 
Christianity,

“A man who was merely a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a 
great moral teacher. He would either be a 
lunatic – on the level with the man who says 
he is a poached egg – or else he would be the 
Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. 
Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, 
or else a madman or something worse.”

So why do we often act as if we’re 
fighting for the right to celebrate the birth 
of a great moral teacher instead of the Son 
of God? Why do we seek the approbation 
of a government and mercantile class which 
shuns His truth? Personally, I think it’s time 
to shake the dust of Godless Christmas from 
our sandals and hit the road.

It’s time to privatize Christmas. No 
more squabbling for the scraps under the 
table of an increasingly apathetic culture. 
You can keep your Happy Holiday wishes 
at the Culturally-Neutral Year-End Festival, 
I’ll be celebrating the birth of mankind’s 
Savior; and if I have to do it outside of gov-
ernment institutions, I will cheerfully do so. 

But don’t blame me if my rocking Christmas 
celebration outdoes your Winter Tolerance 
SuckFest. If the big kids won’t let us play in 
the game, why do we sob on the sidelines 
until someone’s mom makes them put us 
in for a play? Seems to me, the conserva-
tive solution would be to go start our own 
game at another playground. If our game is 
worthwhile, it’ll soon be more popular than 
the one from which we were banned.

Your kids’ school won’t allow 
Christmas carols to be sung at their Winter 
Celebration? Why fight that battle on their 
turf? Put together your own concert and 
draw an audience of people who would 
rather be singing about Christ. Contact local 
congregations and schedule a Christmas 
concert on the same night Saul Alinski 
Elementary has scheduled their December 
Commemoration of Social-Tradition 
Equivalence. I bet you can even find local 
businesses, willing to sponsor a snack table 
in exchange for free advertising. Personally, 
I’d rather do some Christmas shopping at 
a local business which is proud to acknowl-
edge the reason for the season than support 
a retailer who had to be strong-armed into 

letting their cashiers blurt out the C-word to 
their customers.

The worry seems to be that if we stop 
fighting the “war on Christmas” then the 
birth of our Lord will be overwhelmed by 
commercialism and secularism. Didn’t we 
arrive at that bus-stop a few generations ago? 
During a recent tour of a fully-restored 19th 
century Wisconsin village I visited, our tour 
guide mentioned that many of the villagers 
made every effort to maintain a simple cel-
ebration of Christmas, as they felt that the 
holiday had become “too commercialized”. 
Fast-forward 143 years to our day when 
cultural authorities have deemed Rudolph 
and Santa Claus symbols of Christianity, 
calling for their expulsion. Is it safe to say 
that the lines have been overrun, lieutenant?

At what point does it behoove us to stop 
beating a dead horse and go find a new one 
which will get us where we’re going? When 
sending His disciples out into the world 
to spread the gospel, the Lord gave them 
instructions how to deal with those who 
refused His message. He didn’t tell them to 
force a hearing, He said to offer it freely and 
walk away if they reject you. Why? Because 

He knew that His person and message 
would draw those whom it would draw. He 
also knew the hardness of men’s hearts and 
the stubborn defiance which could prevail 
there. Why should it be any different today, 
when the world has turned further from 
God and the mocking laughter rings more 
loudly? The light of God’s gospel shines in 
this world, to draw the lost who are seeking 
Him and condemn those who choose to 
remain in darkness. If Christmas is banned, 
so be it. It could be the best thing to happen 
to Christmas in years.

Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon 
who happens to be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist. When not penning 
columns for ClashDaily.com, Hamilton spends 
his time astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, 
leading bands of liberty-starved citizens from 
the progressive gulags of Illinois to [relative] 
freedom. Hamilton is the creative mind/voice 
behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com. He owes all to his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose strength is 
perfected in his weakness.

It is Time to Privatize Christmas

http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20081205/ARTICLES/812050251/1155?Title=School_board_reinstates_Rudolph__Santa_
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN
According to Fred 
Vogelstein, in his 
terrific book, “Dogfight: 
How Apple and Google 
Went to War and Started 

a Revolution,” it was clear to him 
after Steve Jobs’ momentous intro-
duction of the iPhone on January 
8, 2007 (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=x7qPAY9JqE4) that it was 
inevitable that Apple and Google 
would wind up fighting.

Vogelstein remembers that few 
agreed with him, writing “An editor 
friend of mine said that the idea seemed 
preposterous. How could Apple and Goggle 
compete when they were in entirely dif-
ferent businesses? he asked. Technically he 
was right. Apple makes money selling the 
devices it creates. Google makes money 
selling advertising. What he and many 
others missed is that those are only means 
to a much bigger end. Both companies 
see themselves as becoming new kinds of 
content distribution engines – twenty-first 
century TV networks, if you will. They 
won’t make content as the TV networks 
do today; but their control of huge global 
audiences, and their enormous balances 
sheets, will enable them to have a big 
impact on what gets made and who sees it.”

Vogelstein may or may not have 
been right on what the two firms’ 
end-game is but he was certainly right 
in predicting the competition that 
would develop:

Apple is the largest seller of a 
Smartphone – the iPhone 5S was the 
largest selling model in 2013 and, in 
third quarter 2013, Apple Smartphones 
held 40.6% of the market; Google’s 
Android Operating System is the 
most utilized OS on Smartphones, 
holding 52.2% of the 3Q market to 
Apple’s 40.4% for its iOS operating 
system (Source: comScore Market Share 
Report http://www.comscore.com/
Insights/Press_Releases/2013/12/
comScore_Reports_October_2013_
US_Smartphone_Subscriber_Market_
Share)

Apple dominates the tablet 
market with the iPad while Google’s 
Android operating system closes the 
gap on tablet operating system sales. 
Announcing an ABI Data research 
report, senior director Jeff Orr said “We 
believe about 51% of the tablet installed 

base is coming from iOS and 40% Android 
when all is said and done in 2013.”

Both Apple and Goggle provide 
Web Browsers across multiple platforms 
– Safari and Chrome, respectively.

Both Apple and Google have oper-
ating systems that run only on their 
own unique computers (the Google 
brands are manufactured by other firms, 
such as Samsung, Asus, and Hewlett-
Packard) – MacOS and ChromeOS, 
respectively.

Both Apple and Google sell 
laptop computers – MacBook and 
Chromebook; the MacBook is a tra-
ditional laptop while the Chromebook 
operates under ChromeOS in a cloud-
based environment.

Both Apple and Google have 
“Cloud-Based” services – iCloud and 
Google Drive, respectively.

Both Apple and Google have 
devices which bring content from the 
Internet to television sets – AppleTV 
and Chromecast, respectively

Both Apple and Google have 
alternatives to Microsoft Office, the 
standard for Office applications – 
iWork and GoogleDocs, respectively 
(both have compatible file formats to 
Microsoft Office).

Both Apple and Google have 
on-line stores for the sale and dis-
semination of thousands of on-line 
“apps” – App Store and Play Store, 
respectively.

Both Apple and Google have 
on-line music stores – iTunes and Play 
Music, respectively.

Both Apple and Google compete 
with Amazon -- and Barnes & Noble 
with their online bookstores – iBooks 
and Play Books, respectively.

The competition that Vogelstein 
predicted in 2007 will go on and on 
as new technologies and opportunities 
arrive. Apple has long been rumored to 
be developing a “smartwatch,” a watch 
that either is a small connected multi-
function computer itself or works in 
concert with a smartphone on the user’s 
body. To date this has not happened – 
but Samsung has released the highly 
usable Galaxy Gear (I have one and attest 
to its quality) which works in conjunc-
tion with the Samsung Galaxy Note 3 
smartphone (sometimes referred to as a 

“phablet” because of its larger than usual 
smartphone size -- http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Phablet), which, in turn, runs 
Google’s Android operating system.

Samsung has been the largest 
“hardware horse” that Google has 
been riding While it is true that the 
iPhone 5S is the most purchased indi-
vidual phone in the US, Samsung as a 
company, because of its large selection 
of models and price ranges, domi-
nates the world market. According to 
a recent Gartner study (http://www.
businessinsider.com/samsung-apple-
smartphone-market-share-2013-11), 
Samsung had a 32% 2013 third quarter 
worldwide share of sales while Apple 
had a 12.1% (Samsung’s percentage was 
equal to its 3Q2012 figures while Apple’s 
was down from 14.3; both firms sold more 
physical units this year than the com-
parable 2012 third quarter). Samsung 
also manufactures the Google Nexus 
10 Tablet and models of the Google 
Chromebook computer.

Google certainly seems to have the 
widest range of products and innovative 
ideas of the two firms. It has a seemingly 
insurmountable lead in the Search field, 
one in which Apple does not compete. 
It also has recently entered the Social 
Networking field with Google + and 
owns YouTube, the dominate store-
house of videos on the Internet. It has 
developed Google Glass, the wearable 
device in eyeglasses form that will 
interface with a smartphone in a similar 
fashion to the Galaxy Gear. Google 
Glass is scheduled for deployment in 
2014. The January 2014 issue of Wired 
Magazine contains an article by Bill 
Wasik, “Heads Up: Why Wearable Tech 
Will Be As Big As The Smartphone.” If 
the article’s forecast is anyway accurate, 
Google has a real leg up.

Google also has received much 
publicity for its development of 
“Driverless Cars” and its Google Fiber 
Internet and TV service being deployed 
in Kansas City. KS and Kansas City, 
MO and scheduled for Austin, TX and 
Provo, UT.

Finally, Google completely domi-
nates the mapping field with Google 
Maps, Google Earth and Google Sky. 
Apple failed miserably when it replaced 
Google Maps on the iPhone with its 
own mapping program, which turned 

out to be inferior, causing it to recom-
mend that its users install Google Maps. 
A recent New York Times Magazine 
piece by Adam Fisher, “Google’s Road 
Map to Global Domination” (http://
www.ny t imes . com/2013/12/15/
magazine/googles-plan-for-global-
domination-dont-ask-why-ask-where.
html).

Because of its wider reach, does 
Goggle win the battle for dominance? 
Must there be a winner? Both firms 
drive as though there must be – but is it 
necessary that there must be? Let’s look 
at history for possible answers.

Apple was the first big player in 
the microcomputer tech world with 
its rise to prominence bolstered by the 
availability of the first electronic spread-
sheet, “VisiCalc” only on the Apple II. 
Shortly after the advent of the IBM PC 
and then PC compatibles, it became 
evident that the new leader in the tech 
world was not a hardware company but 
a software one, Microsoft.

Microsoft’s strategy was to develop 
operating system software for any man-
ufacturer that wished to utilize it with 
Microsoft receiving a royalty for every 
unit sold by the manufacturer. It also 
developed application software, such as 
the Office Suite (word processing, spread-
sheet, and presentation graphics), and sold 
that and operating system updates 
directly to end users and corporations.

Apple, under Steve Jobs, took a 
different approach, deciding that it 
would have total control over both 

software and hardware. Jobs quoted 
computer scientist and visionary Alan 
Kay to his biographer, Walter Isaacson, 
“People who are serious about software 
should make their own hardware” as 
the rationale for his approach. When 
the Macintosh was introduced in 1984, 
it was widely viewed as technically 
superior and certainly more innova-
tive, with its bit-mapped graphics and 
multiple fonts, a unified pull-down 
menu windowing system controlled by 
pointing device, to computers running 
the Microsoft-based system.

However the Macintosh was four 
years “late to the dance.” Microsoft-
based systems had, in the past four years, 
become ensconced in the business world 
with the Lotus “1-2-3” spreadsheet, not 
available on the Macintosh, by far the 
dominant spreadsheet. Additionally, the 
Windowing approach was not accepted 
by “data processing professionals” (I can 
do more at the command prompt) until 
the mid-1990s when the Web graphic 
browser arrived.

Even though Apple had millions of 
dedicated fans, it was, by in large a niche 
player, until after the return of Jobs, 
when it introduced the iPod, followed 
by iTunes. In the meantime, Microsoft 
had spread itself thin with its MSN, 
MSNBC, WebTV, and other endeav-
ors and it was under siege on many 
fronts – LINUX (in Operating Systems), 
CNN (in TV News Networks), Google 
(with Google Docs challenging Office) 
and Yahoo (as well as the open Internet) 

TECHNOLOGY – CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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challenging MSN. Apple followed the 
iPod and iTunes with the iPhone and 
iPad and clearly passed Microsoft as 
not only the most innovative and “Hot” 
company but also the most capitalized 
company not only in the tech world but 
also in the total world.

The iPhone introduction paved 
the way for Android. Consumers now 
wanted the functionality of the iPhone 
but were often willing to both price-
shop and do business with non-Apple 
firms. Google through its search engine 
prominence was already a very recog-
nizable and trusted firm and its very 
name gave Android systems credibility. 
Vogelstein’s book takes us through the 
iPhone – Android skirmishes between 
the two firms – firms with a very close 
relationship between the managers, 
relationships that deteriorated rapidly, 
leading to lawsuits, backbiting, and 
threats.

 Yet, six years later, both firms are 
still here, innovating and developing new 
products. It is interesting that Google is 
competing using the Microsoft model 
– with an operating system that runs 
across devices from multiple manu-
facturers while Apple continues with 
its closed system approach (but, in the 
smartphone area, is not playing “catch-up” 
as it had to in the PC competition).

Apple and Microsoft have competed 
for over thirty years with the “catch-up” 
firm finally coming into ascendance 
through innovation. The smartphone 
market is much bigger worldwide than 
the computer market and I think that 
there is no reason why the marketplace 
couldn’t support Apple, Google, and 
Microsoft. I think that the public is well 
served by the on-going competition – and 
it is exciting.

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerat-
ing technology on the world around us. These 
changers normally happen under our personal 
radar until we find that the world as we knew 
it is no more

Direct comments to johnmac13@gmail.com. 
Links to other writings, Podcasts, & Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com; 
hear my interview of Westchester Guardian 
editor Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkradio.com/
rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show

Apple VS Google
Continued from page 11

By JOHN SIMON
What happens to a young 
musician who studies with 
three such eminent com-
posers as Darius Milhaud, 
Bohuslav Martinu and 

Henry Cowell? He becomes Burt Bacharach, 
pop composer of inordinate success: many 
awards for works of stage and screen, also for 
large orchestras in concert halls conducted by 

himself, and equal popularity in America and 
England

Did he become, usually with his trusty 
lyricist Hal David, one of popular music’s 
giants? Another Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, 
Richard Rodgers or Noel Coward? No, he 

became something rather less. With how 
many standards has this man enriched the 
American Songbook? How many of his 
songs can you hum, or even recall? For sure, 
only one: “Raindrops Keep Falling on My 
Head.” Well, perhaps also “What the World 
Needs Now,” though that one perhaps only 
for its title, which melts into the trivial “is 
love, love, love.”

I am not concerned with tearing down 

Burt Bacharach, now that he is 85, and 
that an Off Broadway show based on his 
songs and titled with a line from his “Alfie,” 
“What’s It All About?,” has had rave reviews 
in the New York Times, New York magazine 
and elsewhere. It has just been extended for 
another month. Its subtitle is “Bacharach 

Reimagined,” and so it is, by Kyle Riabko 
and David Lane Seltzer, the former being 
the conceiver, principal performer, and 
musical arranger, which is where the reimag-
ining comes in.

But before we get to the reimagining, 
some remembering behooves. In 2003 there 
came to Broadway a revue comprising thirty-
odd Bacharach songs and named after one of 
them, “The Look of Love.” Despite a solid 
cast, sound direction by Scott Ellis and cho-
reography by Ann Reinking, it proved a flop, 
closing after 35 or 36 previews and 48 or 49 
performances, with even the uncertain given 
figures testifying to oblivion. This is some-
thing Riabko and Seltzer might have heeded 
as a warning.

Now Riabko, a trendy young man who 
has acted in such trendy shows as “Hair” 
and “Spring Awakening,” proceeded to 
this reimagining, which consists largely of a 
superimposed rock flavor, and performance 
by himself and six other young singer-instru-
mentalists mostly accompanying themselves 
on guitars. One of them also plays keyboards, 
another doubles on bass, and yet another 
on percussion. Riabko also snagged an 
acclaimed British director, Stephen Hoggett, 
who directed a number of New York hits 
(currently “The Glass Menagerie,” “Peter 
and the Starcatcher” and “Once”), none of 
his work eliciting my admiration.

The most interesting thing for me about 
“What’s It All About?” is the set by Christine 
Jones and Brett J. Panakis, which evokes a 
hypertrophic club interior with nooks and 
crannies on many levels up to the ceiling 
and performers ensconced in them. Along 
the two sides are rows of audience members, 

and scattered all over are old-fashioned table 
lamps occasionally lit, and numerous guitars 
suspended from above.

As an opener, Riabko narrates how he 
got his idea and permission from Bacharach, 
who had refused it to many others. After 
that it is all music and singing, with Riabko 
distinguishing himself mostly by switch-
ing guitars as often as tennis players switch 
rackets during a marathon match. But 
all those guitars sound pretty much alike 
(except for one tiny one), and the reimag-
ined deployment of the performers in 
various combinations—at times even on a 
slowly revolving turntable—is only so much 
window dressing.

The cast is not lacking in pizzazz, what 
with one of them never removing his porkpie 
hat, and Laura Dreyfuss even being pretty. 
The most striking performance is that of the 
lighting by Japhy Weideman, who provided 
similar wonders for Lincoln Center’s current 
“Macbeth.” An award for honesty is due to 
the title as one wonders what it’s all about.

Photos of “WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT: 
Bacharach Reimagined” by and courtesy of Joan 
Marcus.

Venue: New York Theatre Workshop, 79 East 
4th Street, New York, NY 10003. Box Office: 
212-460-5475, tickets@nytw.org. Extended 
through February 2, 2014.

“Handle With Care,” a farce by Jason 
Odell Williams, is the sort of thing one gets 
from television, though not as contemptible 
as some reviewers automatically consider 
such fare. It is the story of two Israelis, Edna 

Dangerous Overpraise

EYE ON THEATRE

Front: Nathaly Lopez, Laura Dreyfuss, Kyle Riabko,  
Back: James Williams, James Nathan Hopkins, Daniel Woods, Daniel Bailen

Kyle Riabko.

James Williams, Laura Dreyfuss.

Continued on page 13
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and her granddaughter Ayelit, who 
travel to Goodview, a Virginia burg. 
The former is after Simon, a suitor she 
foolishly rejected for another many 
years ago; the latter is her reluctant 
travel companion, still smarting from 
a recent rejection.

Edna dies in a missing scene 
after finding Simon deceased three 
months earlier, and Ayelet is burdened 
with silly Terrence, an inept moving 
company worker, through whose 
inattention the van containing Edna’s 
coffin was stolen. Ayelet speaks only 
Hebrew, so the frustrated Terrence 
summons his smarter half-Jewish 
friend Josh, as a presumed speaker of 
“Jewish,” for help. But as it happens, 
Josh has forgotten most of the Hebrew 
he learned for his Bar Mitzwah, which 
Terrence calls his Hare Krishna.

Ayelet speaks in untranslated 
Hebrew, which permits us to fantasize 
that what she says is better than it really 
is. But she and Josh manage somehow 
to haltingly communicate, and even-
tually even to fall in love, much to 
Terrence’s conspiratorial delight. 
The action keeps shifting between 
December 24th and 23rd, which allows 
for what in film would be crosscutting, 
and vouchsafes the soon to be dead 
grandmother a strong presence, as 
amiably played by Carol Lawrence, so 
many years ago the spunky heroine of 
“West Side Story.”

The dialogue is pleasant enough. 
Ayelet responds to Edna’s reproof 
about too much complaining with 
“I’m Israeli. It’s what we do best.” 
Edna, in turn, laments, “I’m an Israeli 
grandmother. What do I have but 
other people’s lives to meddle with.” 
When Ayelet looks forward, after 
mission unaccomplished, to the drive 
to Washington and thence back to 
New York, and explorations every-
where in between, Edna retorts, “The 
main thing between Washington 
and New York is New Jersey—it’s 
not worth it.” Given able direction by 
Karen Carpenter in a properly tacky 
motel room set by David L. Arsenault, 
the rest is up to the persuasive actors.

These include, besides the vivid 
Ms. Lawrence, Sheffield Chastain’s 
pluperfect southern yokel of a 
Terrence; Jonathan Sale’s virile and apt, 
but rightly not story-book handsome, 

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
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Jonathan Sale, Sheffield Chastain, Carol Lawrence and Charlotte Cohn in ‘Handle With Care’.

Sheffield Chastain, as Terrence, Charlotte Cohn as Ayelet, and Jonathan Sale as Josh in ‘Handle 
With Care’.

Carol Lawrence as Edna and Charlotte Cohn as Ayelet in ‘Handle with Care’.
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Abinanti Calls for Permanent Reopening of Route 9 Entrance to Tappan Zee Bridge

“I’ve asked the State to redesign its plans 
so that it can permanently reopen this 
entrance,” said NYS Assemblyman Tom 
Abinanti In my letter I said:

‘The current congestion on Route 9 
in Tarrytown, resulting from the closing 
of the direct access from Route 9 to the 
Tappan Zee Bridge, once again reminds 
us that there are often significant negative 
impacts to local communities during the 

construction process of important state and 
regional projects. Before plans are completed 
for those projects, the impact on those local 
communities must be thoroughly considered 
and mitigating measures implemented.’

It makes no sense to feed southbound 
Rockland Route 9 traffic into the already 
very busy Routes 9/119 intersection.

Now that the Thruway Authority has 
responded to the community’s call for relief 

by temporarily reopening the entrance to 
the Tappan Zee Bridge from Route 9, I ask 
the Thruway Authority to take this time 
to redesign the plans to permanently allow 
access directly from Route 9 to the Tappan 
Zee Bridge.”

Tom Abinanti, Esq., represents 
Assembly District 92 comprised of the com-
munities of Greenburgh and Mt. Pleasant.

GovernmentSection

VETERANS

By HEZI ARIS
NEW YORK, NY -- 
Senator Greg Ball (R, C, 
I – Patterson), Chairman 
of the Senate Veterans, 
Homeland Security 

and Military Affairs Committee, 
joined Things We Read (http://thing-
sweread.com), a nonprofit dedicated 
to serving soldiers deployed overseas 

and communities in need on December 
26, 2013, to ring the NASDAQ stock 
market closing bell.

“I am honored to join my good friend 
U.S. Army First Lieutenant Chris Molaro 
to help ring the NASDAQ stock market 
closing bell. Chris does wonderful work for 
our servicemen and women with his non-
profit, The Things We Read as well as his 
active involvement in the always impres-
sive Army Week Association events,” 

said Senator Greg Ball. “As we continue 
to work together to do great things, I take 
personal pride in joining Things We Read in 
honoring the men and women that protect 
our Country every day.”

“We have known Senator Ball since 
our days as cadets at West Point – it is his 
mentorship and model as a fellow service 
member and public servant that inspired us 
to do anything we could to provide for our 
soldiers,” said Chris Molaro, Founder of 
Things We Read. “We’re now very pleased 
to have his official support today at the 
NASDAQ.”

Josh; and, as Ayelet, Charlotte Cohn, a 
fascinating jolie laide, more jolie than laide, 
and plainly undaunted by all that Hebrew 
dialogue.

There is no satire in any of this, only 
good-natured spoofing, behind which one 

surmises an engaging author, who provides a 
modest but welcome entertainment.

Production photos of “Handle with 
Care” by and courtesy of Douglas Denoff.

Venue: Westside Theater, 407 West 43rd 

Street, between 9th and 10th Avenues, New 
York, NY 10036. Tickets: TeleCharge online  
or call 212-239-6200

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 

arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 

in Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

Dangerous Overpraise
Continued from page 13

Ball Rings Nasdaq’s Closing Bell 

photo by lohud.com

http://thingsweread.com
http://thingsweread.com
http://www.telecharge.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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COLLECTIONS SYSTEMS SUPERVISOR – WPCA
(Water Pollution Control Authority)
Annual Salary Range:  $74,805 – $96,237
Applications can be obtained at the 
City of Stamford Human Resources Division, 9th Floor
888 Washington Boulevard, 
Stamford, Connecticut
or at 
www.cityofstamford.org.   

HELP WANTED
CITY OF STAMFORD, CT

h e lp  wa n t e d

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Notice of Formation of 578 East Fordham LLC. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 9/4/2013. Of-
fice Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to William Fleming, 16 Bronx 
St, Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

Notice of Formation of R. Maffei Enterprises 
LLC. Articles Of Organization filed with NY 
Secretary of State on June 20, 2013. Office 
Location: 340 Central Ave., White Plains, NY 
10606, County of Westchester. NY Secretary 
of State designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. NY 
Secretary of State shall mail process to: 84 
Highview Avenue, Nanuet, NY 10954. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: NARVEN Co, 
LLC Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
09/23/13 Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 233 Hessian Hills Road, Croton on 
Hudson, New York 10520, principal business 
location of the LLC. Purpose: wholesale phar-
maceutical sales.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Psychiatric NP 
Therapeutics, PLLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/24/13. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy of process against 
PLLC to principal business address: 481 Main 
St., Ste. 303A, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Pur-
pose:  Any lawful activity. 

le G a l  n O t I C e s
(FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 12/09/2013) 
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 23

SUPREME  COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY  OF WESTCHESTER

PennyMac Corp.  Index No. 54306/2013

 Plaintiff,

-against-

Sybil Gordon, Executrix and specific devisee under The Last 
Will & Testament of Rochelle Gordon, George Anthony Tyrrell, 
specific devisee under The Last Will & Testament of Rochelle 
Gordon, and Stephen Peter Gordon, specific devisee under 
The Last Will & Testament of Rochelle Gordon, if living and if 
any be dead, any and all persons who are spouses, widows, 
grantees, mortgagees, lienor, heirs, devisees, distributees, or 
successors in interest of such of the above as may be dead, 
and their spouses, heirs, devisees, distributees and succes-
sors  in interest, all of whom and whose names and places of 
residences are unknown to Plaintiff,  Sidney Thomas Gordon, 
specific devisee under The Last Will & Testament  of Rochelle 
Gordon,  Pacific Security LLC, Security Pacific Financial 
Services, Inc., Household Finance Realty Corporation of New 
York, New York State Department of Taxation and Finance, 
United States of America

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a copy of your Answer 
or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a Notice of Appearance on the attorneys for 
the plaintiff within twenty (20) days after service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within 
thirty (30) days after service is complete if this Summons is not personally delivered to you within the State 
of New York).  In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure up to $121,000.00 and 
interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County of WESTCHESTER on September 21, 1988, in Liber 
12604, Page 59, covering premises known as 127 South 12th Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 10550.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the premises described above 
to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

NOTICE: YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this Summons and Complaint by serving  a copy of the answer on the attorney for 
the Mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and  filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment may be entered  and you can lose your  home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your  case is pending for further information on how to 
answer  the Summons  and protect your  property.

Sending a payment to your Mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY  OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE  PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE  COURT.

Dated: Williamsville, New York  October 22, 2013
/signed/
By: Stephen J. Wallace, Esq. Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, Weisman & Gordon, LLP Attorneys for Plaintiff
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706 (631) 969-3100
Our File No.:01-057505-FOO

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
Plaintiff designates Westchester 
County as the place of trial. 
Venue is based upon the County 
in which the Mortgage premises 
IS situated.

INDEX NO. 54306}2013 
RECEIVED NYSCEF: 12/09/2013

WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN
LEGAL ADVERTISING:  

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM
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 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Celebrate The Holidays at Ciao! 
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com


