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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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CommunitySection

THAT WAS ME
BEFORE

LOOK AT ME 
TODAY!

• Ongoing career services assistance
• Financial aid is available for those who qualify

Turn One Day into Day One 
        in the field of

   Sonography
with the training you’ll receive 
      at Sanford-Brown

Text tryusNY to 94576 or call

888.561.2333
sanfordbrown.edu/White-Plains

ExternshipOpportunities

333 Westchester Ave.  |  White Plains, NY  10604

Career education 316155–07/12. Find disclosures on graduation rates, student financial obligations and more at 
www.sanfordbrown.edu/disclosures  Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Sanford-Brown Institute cannot guarantee 

employment or salary. Licensed by the New York State Education Department.

A Hands On Approach To Your Education:
Do you dream of one day helping to save lives? Do you want to do something that is fun? Do 
you have some college experience, but want to progress to the next level? Then studying in 
one of the Allied Health programs at Sanford-Brown may be for you! Learn to take Ultrasounds 
in our Diagnostic Medical Sonography program or detect heart conditions in our Non-Invasive 
Cardiovascular Technology Program. 

The idea of “going back to school” may prove intimidating for some, but Sanford-Brown takes 
steps to help put students at ease. Sanford-Brown has instructors with knowledge and experience 
relevant to the field they teach. Combine that with their innovative, hands-on learning approach, 
and their advanced technology and modern equipment, and you’ll see how Sanford-Brown could 
prepare you with the real-world skills that could really make a difference after graduation. 

Sanford-Brown also offers specialized training with the goal of providing you with the skills and 
knowledge to pursue success in the healthcare field and the tools to turn your “one day” dreams 
into “day one” of a future you can be proud of. Plus, the career services team at Sanford-Brown is 
available to help both students and alumni in pursuing their goals by assisting in the development 
of interview skills, networking, and an effective resume.  Sanford-Brown considers this one-on-
one attention to be key in connecting students to their next step.

Take the next step in your educational journey. Call and learn how Sanford-Brown can help unlock 
your potential. 

Career education 410306–01/13. Programs vary by location. Find disclosures on graduation rates, student financial obligations and 
more at www.sanfordbrown.edu/disclosures  Licensed by the New York State Education Department. Iselin campus is not licensed 
by the state of New York. Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Sanford-Brown Institute cannot guarantee employment or salary. 

Text tryusNY to 94576 
or call 888-561-2333
Sanford-Brown Institute

Garden City, NY  |  New York, NY  |  White Plains, NY  |  Iselin, NJ

CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
The u.S. Postal Ser-
vice may be eliminat-
ing Saturday deliver in 
August, but we prom-
ise to continue to “de-

liver” a fun and fact filled “no postage 
due” weekly edition of “news and 
notes.”

During this Valentine month, 
the Community Center of northern 
Westchester in Katonah is asking 
the community to keep that loving 
feeling going, by continuing to help 
our neighbors in need. in these cold, 
post-holiday months, they especially 
need these items to fill their pan-
try shelves: dry or shelf-stable milk, 
breakfast cereals, canned fruit, bags 
of rice, and baby food.

The Community Center is also 
pleased to offer “Building a Dream,” 
a 2-day workshop taking place on 
February 28th and march 6th. The 

course will increase students’ under-
standing of the importance of filing 
tax returns, how to obtain a tin 
(taxpayer identification number) 
and issues related to creating and op-
erating a small business. This work-
shop, along with a construction skills 
course that began in December and 
an advanced English class in Janu-
ary, was made possible by a generous 
donation from the Brown Family 
Fund.

one final Community Center 
note, they wish to thank all the vol-
unteers and donors who helped with 
the Center’s “Share the Warmth” 
holiday pajama drive. They were able 
to provide 769 children with warm 
sleepwear—that is something we 
can all feel warm and fuzzy about. 
 
This may be the closest i ever get to 
a Grammy, three cheers to Harrison 
High School’s music program for 
being named a Grammy Signature 

School semifinalist.
Bedford native Rooney mara 

plays a suicidal woman in Steven 
Soderbergh‘s latest thriller “Side Ef-
fects,” in theaters now…

it looks like Bee-Line bus riders 
will have to put out more money next 
month as the county has approved a 
fare increase starting next month.

Bedford Community Church 
has named Kelvin Walker as their 
new lead pastor, replacing Pastor 
Dwight Ford who is leaving after 26 
years of service.

With all the snow we have 
been experiencing lately, this is a 
good idea for those birds who did 
not head south, the Saw mill River 
Audubon Third Saturday Bird Seed 
Sale will next take place on Febru-
ary 16th where you can pick up some 
seed for our fine feathered friends at 
the Pruyn Sanctuary in Chappaqua.

Big Brothers, Big Sisters are 
looking for your reusable clothing 

and household items to help those in 
need, please give them a call at 877-
399-2570 for more information.

yorktown High School will be 
presenting one of my sister’s favorite 
shows “Sweet Charity” on march 15 
– 17.

“new york times” bestseller and 
Katonah resident Wendy Corsi has 
just released “Shadowkiller,” another 
suspenseful and chilling book.

my wife claims i have this of-
ten, “Fantasy Visions,” paintings in 
mixed media by Diane mcCulloch 
are on exhibit through February 22nd 
at the White Plains Public Library, i 
guess you could say, you have to see it 
to believe it…

you can still catch the White 
Plains PAC presentation of “The 
Color Purple,” with performances 
on February 22 – 24.

The queen of soul Aretha Frank-
lin makes a local stop on march 27th 
at the Westchester County Center in 
White Plains.

in more entertainment news, 
there appears to be three bidders to 

reopen one of my favorite spots to 
see a show, the Paramount Theater in 
Peekskill, we will keep you posted…

Congratulations and good luck 
to Bedford resident michele miller 
for her appointment as the first exec-
utive director of the Westmoreland 
Sanctuary.

i have been seeing quite a few 
Valentine’s Day Car Sales ads, no-
body loves their wife more than i do; 
just not sure i’m going to buy her a 
car to celebrate V-Day.

Believe it or not, this is our 100th 
column, i am so grateful to all our 
wonderful readers and friends who 
catch the column once in awhile or 
read it on a weekly basis, your sup-
port and good words make this such 
a wonderful experience, here’s to the 
next 100…thank you to all, see you 
next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.

News and Notes from Northern Westchester
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Continued on page 5

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
upon reading one of 
my recent columns 
concerning the effects 
of technological inno-
vation on uS employ-

ment (in which I dwelt both on the great 
job loss due to technology and on the need to 
push on to try to build a much more tech-
nological gifted workforce), an old friend 
opined “Don’t you think that existing and 
prior Science and Technology initiatives 
are directly responsible for the “problem” 
you cite?  Won’t more such thrusts only ex-
pand the difficulties you portray?  I find it 
hard to believe that the author of a column 
entitled “Creative Disruption” would de-
scribe these advances in a negative light.” 

it’s obvious (to me anyhow) that 
either i haven’t done a good enough 
job of putting forth my position on the 
continued technological disruption of 
our existing systems or he is misreading 
my position (actually it’s probably some of 
both).

Therefore, i hope that the follow-
ing points will better clarify my posi-
tions (which I admit have evolved over 
the years and will certainly continue to 
evolve):

i have been involved in techno-
logical development for over fifty years 
– first with the Federal Government, 

then with major financial firms, and 
then as a principal of my own con-
sulting firm. Along the way, i added 
writing and college teaching to my 
workload and have always been ex-
hilarated by the experiences. i have 
served as an officer for academic and 
user technology groups and have been 
considered an evangelist for technology 
education and use.

in my corporate and consulting 
work, i have regularly advocated and 
developed systems to improve accuracy 
and productivity. A byproduct of the 
systems has often been the elimination 
of jobs and / or the automation of func-
tions which allowed the hiring of less 
trained or educated personnel to per-
form the now less complex tasks.

in our now extremely competi-
tive global economy, we must continue 
down this path of doing things more 
efficiently and smarter. As i stated in 
an earlier piece, “One can certainly build 
a case for these actions, other than simply 
greed, by pointing out that the interna-
tional firms with whom US firms must 
compete are not encumbered with high US 
salaries, benefits, US safety and environ-
mental regulations, strikes, etc. The only 
way, then, to be competitive is to either 
offshore to countries where workers do not 
have the same salaries, benefits, and pro-
tections that US workers have or to elimi-
nate the need for workers altogether.”

to continue our technological 
dominance, we must greatly ramp up 
our emphasis on science and technol-

ogy education. This will require im-
proved education (both classroom and 
on-line), government grants and tax 
incentives for pure research and devel-
opment (gone are the days when corporate 
research facilities such as Bell Labs and 
Xerox PARC could do “pure research” – not 
product driven – and bring us innovation 
such as the UNIX operating system, the C 
programming language, the Graphic User 
Interface (“GUI”), Object-Oriented Pro-
gramming, and the Ethernet standard for 
connectivity).

most important, we must develop 
a sense of national purpose that rivals 
that of the Sputnik-produced (and fos-
tered by Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, 
and Johnson) “Space Race.” We do not 
have that now – and it will take real 
bi-partisan political leadership to get 
the country behind such efforts, leader-
ship totally lacking in our present dys-
functional atmosphere. The population 
must be convinced that it is both patri-
otic and in our self interest to develop 
this national purpose (In the heyday of 
the Space Race, the purpose was fueled both 
by the fear that the “evil Communists were 
ahead of us and could dominate us from 
space” and by the fact that the effort created 
new industries, well-paying jobs, and a 
boom economy -- It should be remembered 
that both the Internet and the miniatur-
ization that lead to microcomputers were 
byproducts of the space effort).

We must find a way to provide “soft 
landings” for those displaced by techno-
logical innovation. Those displaced will 

come from all rungs on the economic 
ladder – from those too elderly or un-
educated to be retrained, managers who 
no longer have the human resources or 
tasks to manage, professionals whose 
expertise (ex. chemical film process-
ing, record or CD production) has been 
made inconsequential, etc. We must 
have ongoing retraining and education 
programs, public works (even “paid-for 
volunteerism”), and income protection. 
it should be clear by now that every uS 
job loss results in less consumer buying 
power and jeopardizes home, car, and 
education loans and we must find a way 
to soften the blows both to the individ-
ual and to our overall economy. i repeat 
for this point what i wrote above – “it 
will take real bi-partisan political lead-
ership to get the country behind such 
efforts, leadership totally lacking in our 
present dysfunctional atmosphere.”

most of all, we must have leader-
ship in addressing these issues. We have 
no long range planning, even discus-
sion (some, such as Robert Reich, have 
written about these points but they are 
“voices crying in the wilderness”) about 
these points. instead we get platitudes 
during presidential campaigns about 
“when the economy recovers, people will go 
back to work.” Wrong! As companies’ in-
comes grow, many are investing in au-
tomation – robotics, intelligent systems, 
and methodologies to have customers 
take on work previously done by cleri-
cal personnel (on-line ordering, ATMs, 
self-checkout, etc.). All of these steps are 

important in preserving the long-term 
competitiveness of uS companies and 
our country in general. We cannot be-
moan their development – but we must 
deal with the social consequences.

Any national effort must involve 
business, labor, academia, and govern-
ment. Each has unique vested interests 
but, if the disparate interests cannot 
come together to address these issues, 
our outlook is bleak. Each group may 
have to give up important elements of 
its interests – perhaps less union jobs (or 
new unions), corporate escrow funds to 
be used for soft landings when layoffs 
are required, lower-priced on-line edu-
cation (or better, mixed on-line and class 
room or labs).

Certainly, there are other ap-
proaches to these issues – these are 
mine – that may turn out equal or 
better -- But the most important 
element is that we must recognize the 
long term implications of our progress 
and attempt to plan for it and then re-
spond to it!

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more.

Comments, experiences and questions can 
be directed to johnmac13@gmail.com. 

Onward!

SHERIF AWAD
it is very common to 
meet someone of indi-
an descent who speaks 
English fluently but it 
is a rarity to find that  

same person also equally fluent fluent 
in French, Russian, German, italian 
and Spanish. This is how indian film 
producer Prakash Sharma caught my 
attention when we crossed paths in 
Russia last year. Like all the indians i 
met, Sharma is down to earth yet most 
professional in his work as a film pro-
ducer, financer and distributor. From 
his offices in moscow, Geneva, and of 
course, Bombay, Sharma’s film prac-
tice is bilateral; he acquires the rights 
to foreign films for release in indian 
cinemas while distributing indian 
films worldwide, and even striking 
co-production deals of documentaries 
and narratives among divergent Asian 

countries.
With an annual production reaching 
one thousand films plus, indian cin-
ema, which is as diverse as indian cul-

ture, heritage and linguistics, has come 
to be followed throughout Asian na-
tions, The middle East, Southeast 
Asia, and the independent nations 
that once comprised the former Soviet 
union. in the Egypt of the 1970s and 
1980s, we grew up watching indian 
films starring Raj Kapoor and Am-
itabh Bachchan in theatres specifically 
devoted to indian cinema. Sometimes 
indian films, such as Sangam (1964), 
starring Kapoor, or Mard (1985) star-
ring Bachchan, were subject to several 
re-releases to the point that they could 
continue to be played in cinemas for 
the whole year. Although the rise of 
multiplexes showing modern Holly-
wood productons affected the popu-
larity of indian cinema in the last 
decade, indian films are reasserting 
their popularity in Arab countries, 
especially in the Arab nations of Asia, 
such as Qatar and the united Arab 
Emirates, where indian immigrant 
workers are keen to immerse them-
selves in their national heritage on 
celluloid. Recently, the popularity of 

indian cinema was revived through 
co-production, exportation, new 
shooting locations and tributes. For 
instance, indian cinema was celebrat-
ed at the Cairo Festival four years ago 
with the attendance of the beautiful 
actress Celina Jaitly, and indian star 

irrfan Khan, among others; A film 
like Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham (2001) 
starring Amitabh Bachchan, an icon 
of the past, and Shah Rukh Khan, an 
icon of the present, was shot at locales 
in india, England, and Egypt; Slumdog 
Millionaire (2008), an officially British 
production with indian settings, won 
eight oscar statuettes;  My Name Is 
Khan (2009) that starred Shah Rukh 
Khan had American settings and was 
distributed in many countries by 20th 
Century Fox. Hence the appreciation 
simportance of bilateral film pro-
ducer like Prakash Sharma who have 
learned to eloquently bridge the cul-
ture of his country with the world. The 
success of indian films at the interna-
tional box offices have come about as 
a direct result of rich regional ticket 
sales. “Among a huge population of 
1.21 billion, indian filmgoers are cine-
philias, as they have developed a visual 
culture throughout the years”, Sharma 
says. “Some of our directors never had 
an academic film education but they 

Prakash Sharma

Agent Vinod.

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Indian producer Prakash Sharma.

mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
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were self-taught from watching films, indian and 
non-india, or starting from scratch in a technical 
crew. This is of course is in addition to the vari-
ous film academies and schools across the various 
regions of india”.

indian cinema distribution has expanded 
worldwide, especially in the English speaking 
countries… Great Britain, uSA, Australia, and 
new Zealand come readily to mind. Rising in-
dian filmmakers have tended to discover new 

locations for their new films as they tackle new 
genres, despite their somewhat imitation of well-
known Western icons. With indian star Saif Ali 
Khan, and the beautiful Kareena Kapoor, Sriram 
Raghavan directed the 007-inspired Agent Vinod 
(2012) that became the first indian film to be shot 
in the Latvian capital of Riga. indian cinema also 
created Ra One, a film whose main protagonist is 
an indian superhero. The film stars Shah Rukh 
Khan in the title role, a superhero who exempli-

fies characteristics that are a melding of attributes 
found in the American heroes depicted in both 
marvel and DC Comics.

Current indian film production supports a 
similarly big music production replete with film 
musicals, lavish sets, beautiful costumes and ex-
otic dancing. Certain to stir a sense of jealousy 
in Hollywood, it may be the catalyst that will re-
vive Hollywood’s forsaken film genre. “technol-
ogy isan element being insinuated in new indian 
films”, noted Prakash. “Recently, 3D productions 
of action and horror films which became promi-
nent in the last coupe of years have inculcated 
indian film. For instance Vikram Bhatt directed 
a 3D horror film called Haunted about a young 
man investigating a murder in a mansion that was 
rumored to have a paranormal presence. That film 
went on to make uSD $10 million at the interna-
tional box office”.

indian cinema celebrates its centenary this 
year. in fact, a hundred years ago, indian pro-
ducer-director-screenwriter Dadasaheb Phalke, 
who is also known as the father of indian cinema, 
made his debut in 1913 with Raja Harishchan-
dra which is historically known as india’s first 
long narrative. Phalke’s inspiration for his picture 
came from a silent film about the life and passion 
of Jesus Christ. in realizing this milestone film, 
Palke also wanted to translate the lives of indian 
Gods to the screen. Whether it was  coincidence, 
or inspiration, Praskash Sharma is inspired by his 
indian heritage and is currently casting a new 
project based on the Hindu philosophical and 
theological traditions of his formative years. “it 
is focusing on Lord Krishna who was always de-
scribed and portrayed as an infant or young boy 
playing a flute in drawings and inside temples”, 
says Sharma,  who is also curating many indian 
film programs across the world to celebrate the 
great centenary.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / video 
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt Today 
Magazine (www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film Festival, in 
Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Neth-
erlands. He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia (http://
varietyarabia.com/), in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website (http://
www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.WestchesterGuardian.
com).

Prakash Sharma

Ra One... Indian superheroes exist.

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Sherif Awad with Celina Jaitly and Egyptian 
actress Lekaa at an Indian reception during Cairo 

Festival.

Amitabh Bachchan as we remember him from the 
1980s.

Continued from page 4
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Continued on page 7

EDUCATION

By PEGGY GODFREY
not resting on im-
provements already 
made in the special 
education program, 
the new Rochelle 

Board of Education on February 5, 
2013, heard proposed changes to 
their regulations. A slide presenta-
tion enumerating many revisions to the 
present plans was narrated by Direc-
tor of Special and Alternative Educa-
tion yvette Goorevitch. The updated 
changes were necessary to conform to 
new state and federal regulations or 
to include modifications for new pro-
grams. They must be approved in the 
near future.

it is well known that special 

education goals should provide “indi-
vidualized instruction”, usually using 
an individual Education Plan (iEP), 
which could prepare students for col-
lege or a career. While the need to treat 
all students with dignity and respect 
is part of the plan, and is considered 
with the new Dignity for All Students 
Act law, the need for developing a 
positive attitude toward students with 
disabilities, and parental support and 
involvement with disabled students 
are considered “essential to the learning 
process.” The revised plan significantly 
included input from SEPtA (Special 
Education: Parent and teacher Asso-
ciation).

Among the revisions is a reference 
to the common core curriculum, which 

is gaining popularity in many areas of 
the country. Before a student can be 
evaluated, there must be informed con-
sent of the parent. Written notice must 
be provided. timelines for student re-
ferral and evaluation are mandated, 60 
calendar days from the date of consent, 
and 60 days from the day of consent 
to provision of service. There is a range 
of persons who can refer a child to the 
special education evaluators, but the re-
ports must be shared with parents. Spe-
cial procedures are used for assessing 
English language learners. This would 
include using bilingual staff in the stu-
dents’ native language to make sure the 
learning difficulty is not due to a lack 
of comprehension in English.

Students should be given an op-

portunity to earn a high school diplo-
ma. They are presently required to must 
pass Regents exams. The Skills and 
Achievement Commencement Cre-
dential (SACC) for students with dis-
abilities would replace iEP Diplomas. 
This will include achievement in the 
context of career development and oc-
cupational skills. The special education 
students in new Rochelle who are ser-
viced in private or parochial schools will 
be independently evaluated. All special 
education students will have “equal ac-
cess” to all general education, occupa-
tional education and sports programs.

Charts illustrating how new Ro-
chelle’s special education students (ages 
5-21) with disabilities compared to 
other state locations were shown. From 

2007-2008 to 2011-2012 the total 
number of special education students 
in the new Rochelle schools increased 
from 1199 to 1381 students or from 
8.95% to close to l0% of students in the 
schools. The “outcomes” by this analysis 
showed the four-year graduation rate 
in new Rochelle and new york State 
was similar for special education stu-
dents. But in the 2009-10 school year, 
the new Rochelle 4 and 5 year gradu-
ation rate of special education students 
exceeded both the state and similar 
district comparisons. This would point 
to optimism by parents and educators; 
this trend continues because strong 
schools build strong communities.
 Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, a 
community activist, and former educator.

New Rochelle Schools Update Special Education Regulations

ENERGY MATTERS

By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON
The Department 
of Defense has de-
cided to walk away 
from an unprec-
edented medical 
registry of nearly 

70,000 American service members, ci-
vilian workers, and their families caught 
in the radioactive clouds blowing from 
the destroyed nuclear power plants at 
Fukushima Daiichi in Japan.

The decision to cease updating the 
registry means there will be no way to 
determine if patterns of health prob-
lems emerge among the members of 
the marines, Army, Air Force, Corps 
of Engineers, and navy stationed at 63 
installations in Japan with their fami-
lies. in addition, it leaves thousands of 
sailors and marines in the uSS Ron-
ald Reagan Carrier Strike Group 7 on 
their own when it comes to determin-
ing if any of them are developing prob-
lems caused by radiation exposure.

The strike group was detoured 
from its South Pacific duties and 
brought to Fukushima for operation 
tomodachi, which was named for the 
Japanese word for “friend.” it was an 
80-day humanitarian aid and rescue 
mission in the wake of the earthquake 
and massive tsunami that decimated 
the northern coastline and killed more 
than 20,000 people. The rescue op-
eration was requested by the Japanese 

Government and coordinated by the 
uS State Department, the nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, and the De-
partments of Defense and Energy. in 
addition to the uSS Ronald Reagan 
with its crew of 5,500, the Strike Group 
included four destroyers – The Preble, 
mcCampbell, Curtis Wilbur, and mc-
Cain – the cruiser uSS Chancellors-
ville, and several support ships ( http://
bit.ly/11bftqS ).

it was the participants in op-
eration tomodachi – land based truck 
drivers and helicopter crews, and carrier 
based aircraft and landing craft – who 
were repeatedly trying to guess where 
the radioactive clouds were blowing 
and steer paths out of the way. it was 

unsuccessful on more than one occa-
sion, according to Defense Department 
records and participants, resulting in 
efforts to decontaminate ships travel-
ling through contaminated waters and 
cleansing helicopters only to send them 
right back into radioactive clouds.

So far, however, more than 150 
service men and women who partici-
pated in the rescue mission and have 
since developed a variety of medical 
issues – including tumors, tremors, in-
ternal bleeding, and hair loss – which 
they feel were triggered by their expo-
sure to radiation. They do not blame 
the navy for their predicament, but are 
joined in an expanding law suit against 
the tokyo Electric Power Company, 

tEPCo, for providing false informa-
tion to the uS officials about the extent 
of spreading radiation from its stricken 
reactors at Fukushima. And the deci-
sion by the Defense Department to 
abandon the registry leaves them on 
their own. ( http://bit.ly/XpfJW5 )

Jobs are compartmentalized at sea 
explained navy Quartermasters mau-
rice Enis and Jaime Plym, two of the 
navigators on the carrier Reagan. Few 
of those on board knew there were 
dangerous radioactive plumes blowing 
in the wind and none knew what ocean 
currents might be contaminated. They 
did know there were problems when 
alarms went off.

“We make our own water through 
desalinization plants on board,” said 
Plym, a 28-year-old from St. Augus-

tine, Florida. “But it comes from the 
ocean and the ocean was contaminated. 
So we had to get rid of all the water on 
the ship and keep scouring it and test-
ing it till it was clean.

“you have a nuclear power plant 
inside the ship that uses water for 
cooling, and they didn’t want to con-
taminate our reactor with their reactors’ 
radiation.”

But avoiding it was not easy. it 
meant going far enough out to sea 
where there were no contaminated 
currents, washing down the ship and 
its pipes, and then going back towards 
shore.

“We could actually see the certain 
parts of the navigation chart where ra-
diation was at, and to navigate through 
that was nerve wracking,” said Enis. 
“The general public, like the ship, didn’t 
really know where it was or what it was 
and relied on word-of-mouth and ru-
mors. We have more information, but 

A Lasting Legacy of the Fukushima Rescue Mission
Radioactive Contamination of American Sailors, Part 1

Jaime Plym - Navigator plotting course for USS Ronald Reagan.

USS Ronald Reagan in Hawaii.
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there was no absolute way for us to 
know how much radiation was out 
there because we were still being told 
by the (Japanese) power company 
that we shouldn’t worry.

“We stayed about 80 days, and 
we would stay as close as two miles 
offshore and then sail away. it was a 
cat and mouse game depending on 
which way the wind was blowing. 
We kept coming back because it was 
a matter of helping the people of Ja-
pan who needed help. But it would 
put us in a different dangerous area. 
After the first scare and we found 
there was radiation when they (the 
power company) told us there was 
none, we went on lockdown and had 

to carry around the gas masks.”
When it came to getting timely 

information on radiation, the Ameri-
cans on land were just as much at sea. 
Gregory Jaczko, then Chairman of 
the uS nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, urged the evacuation of all 
Americans within 50 miles of the 
stricken reactors. And the Defense 
Department evacuated women and 
children from the yokosuka naval 
Base, located 188 miles south of Fu-
kushima, after sensors picked up in-
creases in background radiation.

information was hard to come 
by, exacerbated by the rigidity of the 
Japanese bureaucracy. two nuclear 
experts at the union of Concerned 

Scientists, David Lochbaum, who 
has worked as a consultant for the 
nRC and industry, and Ed Lyman, 
a nuclear physicist, have examined 
thousands of government emails and 
cable traffic during a confusing peri-
od where the data base shifted by the 
hour and concrete information was 
hard to come by.

“After the explosion in Fuku-
shima Daiichi unit #4 the Japanese 
were not able to get enough water 
into the building to keep the spent 
fuel pool cool,” Lochbaum said. “So 
the uS airlifted a concrete pumper 
truck all the way from Australia to an 
American naval base in the northern 
part of the island. And the Japanese 
would not let it leave the base because 

it wasn’t licensed to travel on Japanese 
roads. Given the magnitude of their 
problems, that seemed to be the 
wrong priority.

“But the Japanese culture is more 
like a symphony, where everyone fol-
lows the conductor’s lead. Whereas 
American society is more like a jazz 
ensemble where everyone is playing 
together, but improvisation is prized.”

The inability to get cohesive, 
trustworthy information from the 
Japanese hampered the American 
rescue effort.

michael Sebourn, senior chief 
mechanic for the helicopter squad-

ron based at Atsugi, about 60 miles 
from Fukushima, recalled that “after 
the earthquake and tsunami we were 
given one day notice to pack up the 
command and go to misawa, Japan 
Air Base to provide relief efforts to 
the Sendai and Fukushima areas. All 
of the other squadrons were evacuat-
ing to Guam. There was a big possi-
bility that the base at Atsugi would 
be shut down and we would never be 
returning. We were told to put our 
names and phone numbers on the 
dashboards of the cars because we 
would probably not get them back.

“We were in misawa 3 ½ weeks, 
working every day, flying mission 
after mission after mission to pick 
people up, rescue people, ferry sup-
plies and things like that. There were 
a few nuclear technicians scanning 
individuals coming back from mis-
sions. many times they would cut off 
their uniforms.”

Sebourn was sent to Guam for 
three days of intensive training and 
became the designated radiation of-
ficer. it wasn’t easy.

“This was a completely unprec-
edented event,” he said. “We had 
never dealt with radiation before. We 
were completely brand new to every-
thing and everyone was clueless. We 
had had drills dealing with chemical 
and biological warfare. But we never 
had any drills dealing with radiation. 
That was nuclear stuff and we didn’t 
do nuclear stuff. The aviation guys 
had never dealt with radiation before. 
We had never had aircraft that was 
radiated. So we were completely fly-
ing blind.”

There were rules for Sebourn’s 
group of mechanics. They scanned 
the returning helicopters for ra-
diation, and then removed any con-
taminated parts and put them in 
special containers filled with water 
and stored on an isolated tarmac. 
it began snowing in misawa so the 
group moved back to their base at 
Atsugi, closer to Fukushima. Se-
bourn tracked varying radiation levels 
in units called Corrected Counts Per 
minute on their electronic detectors.

“normal outside radiation expo-
sure is between five and 10 CCPm,” 
he said. “And that’s from the sun. 

At Atsugi, the background readings 
were between 200 and 300 CCPm 
in the air. it was all over. The water 
was radiated. The ground was radi-
ated. The air was radiated.

“The rule was if there was any-
thing over a count of 500 you needed 
special gloves. over 1,000 CCPm 
and you needed a tyvek radiation 
suit. And if it was over 5,000 you 
needed an entire outfit – suit, respi-
rator, goggles, and two sets of gloves. 
you couldn’t put a contaminated 
radiator back into the helicopters 
– they had to be replaced. i remem-
ber pulling out a radiator and it read 
60,000 CCPm.”

But in the end, the safety equip-
ment may not have been enough.

The tomodachi medical Regis-
try, developed over a two year period 
and completed at the end of 2012, 
was a collective effort of the Depart-
ments of Defense, Energy, and Veter-
ans Affairs launched at the insistence 
of Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, 
chairman of the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee. ( http://bit.
ly/14ABPuj )

it was an exhaustive registry es-
sential to develop a medical baseline 
from which to determine if there 
were any long lasting repercussions 
from exposure to radioactivity – par-
ticularly iodine and cesium – spew-
ing for months from the Fukushima 
Daiichi reactor units 1 through 4 into 
both the air and the sea.

The Registry was unparalleled in 
its depth. The Defense Department’s 
252-page assessment of radiation 
doses the 70,000 Americans may 
have been exposed to is broken down 
by a host of factors, including prox-
imity to Fukushima, the type of work 
being done and its impact on breath-
ing rates, changing weather patterns, 
sex, size, and age. in the latter cat-
egory children were divided into six 
different age groups, reflecting their 
varying susceptibility to radiation. ( 

Continued on page 8
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By ROBERT SCOTT
With the ratification of 
the 19th Amendment 
by the state of tennes-
see on August 18, 1920, 
women gained the right 

to vote.
it was not only a right whose time 

had come; it was long overdue. Women 

could vote in elections in 27 other na-
tions before suffrage became law in the 
united States.

Four Croton women profiled pre-
viously in these pages—Louise Bryant, 
inez milholland, Crystal Eastman and 
Doris Stevens--had actively participat-
ed in the struggle for women’s suffrage.

it is now time to pay tribute to one 

man who played a significant role in the 
fight: Dudley Field malone.

The presence of this fascinating in-
dividual in the pantheon of fighters for 
women’s rights is now almost forgotten. 
yet there was no louder voice anywhere 
on the subject of fairness and justice.

Dudley Field malone was born on 
June 3, 1882, and grew up manhattan’s 

West Side. His parents were William 
C. and Rose mcKenny malone. An 
1880 directory shows a William C. 
malone, whose occupation was “clerk,” 
living at 402 West 42nd Street, an ad-
dress in the heart of what was known as 
“Hell’s Kitchen.” William malone had 
studied law in the office of eminent 
lawyer Dudley Field and named his 

son after him.
After graduating from the College 

of St. Francis Xavier in Chelsea, young 
Dudley earned a law degree from 
Fordham Law School in 1905. The po-
litically powerful tammany Hall orga-
nization arranged for his appointment 
following year as an assistant corpora-
tion counsel of new york City.

A friend and protégé of President 
Woodrow Wilson, malone had known 

Continued on page 9

http://bit.ly/u42a1X ).
in addition, the report states “over 

8,000 individuals were monitored for 
internal radioactive materials and the 
results of those tests were compared 
with the calculated doses.”

in the end, however, the Depart-
ment concluded that their estimates of 
the maximum possible whole body and 
thyroid doses of contaminants were 
not severe enough to warrant further 
examination.

navy spokesman Lt. mat-
thew Allen, in a written statement, 
said “The DoD has very high confi-

dence in the accuracy of the dose es-
timates, which were arrived at using 
highly conservative exposure assump-
tions (i.e., assuming individuals were 
outside 24 hours a day for the 60 days 
in which for environmental radiation 
levels were elevated and while breath-
ing at higher than normal rates).

“The estimated doses were closely 
reviewed by the Veterans’ Advisory 
Board on Dose Reconstruction and 
by the national Council on Radiation 
Protection and measurements who 
both agreed that the methods used to 
calculate the estimates were appropri-
ate and the results accurate. in addition 

the dose estimates were consistent with 
the estimates made by the Japanese 
government and by the World Health 
organization.”

Defense Department spokes-
woman Cynthia Smith added that as a 
result of the agency’s decision that there 
was no serious contamination, “There 
are no health surveillance measures 
required for any member of the DoD-
affiliated population who was on or 
near the mainland of Japan following 
the accident and subsequent radiologi-
cal release from the Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear Power Station beginning on or 
about march 11, 2011.”

But there are skeptics of the De-
fense Department’s blanket conclusion 

that there was not enough radiation 
poured into the environment to war-
rant continuous monitoring of the 
men, women, and children living and 
working there.

“Radiation does not spread in a 
homogenous mix,” said Lochbaum. 
“There are hot spots and low spots and 
nobody knows who is in a high zone 
or in a low zone. Who knows what the 
actual radiation dose to an individual 
is? There are no measurements of what 
they consumed in water and food.

“This is the navy’s best attempt to 
take a few data points they have and 
extrapolate over the entire group. They 
took a lot of measurements, but those 
represent just a pint in time. it’s like 

taking a strobe light outside to take a 
picture of a nighttime scene. Every time 
the strobe flashes you will get shots in 
spots of the area. But do you really cap-
ture all of the darkness?”

--Winifred Bird contrib-
uted reporting from Japan 
--Roger Witherspoon writes Energy 
Matters at www.RogerWitherspoon.com

Part 2: Leaving the Navy, Living with 
Doubt profiles three sailors who sought ca-
reers in the Navy and were contaminated 
at Fukushima. They have now left the 
Navy, and wonder what the future holds. 

Continued from page 7
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
Although the major 
provisions of the Af-
fordable Care Act won’t 
take effect until next 
year, the first cars are 
already beginning to 

derail in this legislative train wreck.
unions, for example, are starting 

to realize what many employers have 
seen coming since the law passed: The 
legislation will drive up the cost of 
health insurance, rather than drive it 
down. Though labor groups enthusias-
tically backed the Affordable Care Act 
at the time, the reality of rising costs 
has driven them to press the obama 
administration for government subsi-
dies to union workers. Such subsidies, 
which the law never envisioned for the 
employees of small, unionized employ-
ers who provide insurance, would drive 
up the cost of the law.

The unions are belatedly recog-
nizing that without the subsidies, em-
ployers will either drop their insurance 
altogether as costs rise or risk losing 

business to non-unionized competitors 
with lower overhead.

The obama administration thus 
far has declined to provide the sub-
sidies, but it risks alienating a key 
Democratic ally if it holds firm. And 
the unions are unlikely to back down. 
union leaders point out that for work-
ers, losing union-negotiated health 
insurance would undermine one of 
the central points of joining a union in 
the first place. (of course, the central 
purpose of the new law was to make 
health insurance available to everyone, 
union or not, so the only thing unions 
can try to offer their members is better 
or cheaper coverage than the rest of us 
enjoy. now they want the rest of us to 
subsidize this for them.)

meanwhile, the treasury has is-
sued regulations applying the Af-
fordable Care Act’s rules regarding 
affordability of workplace-provided in-
surance to only the cost of covering the 
employee’s health care, not to the cost 
of covering other family members. The 
internal Revenue Service, meanwhile, 

has proposed a workaround to the fact 
that employers generally don’t know 
their employees’ total family income by 
suggesting an “affordability safe har-
bor.” This would only require employ-
ers to act on information they actually 
know, which is much more practical, 
but which means workers’ children and 
family members, who would not be eli-
gible for subsidies, may be left without 
an option they can afford. The result, as 
the law’s advocates are finally realizing, 
is that families that do not qualify for 
programs like medicaid may remain 
uncovered. So much for universal 
health coverage, unless we further ex-
pand government-paid programs like 
medicaid and medicare.

These problems are only the be-
ginning. Since the law requires insur-
ers to accept practically all applicants 
regardless of their health, sick people 
will always seek coverage, while healthy 
ones will often opt to do without the 
expense. This phenomenon of “adverse 
selection,” as actuaries call it, will simply 
drive insurance premiums still higher, 
leading even more people to choose to 
go without coverage and more employ-
ers to abandon it, even if doing so trig-
gers penalties.

As i have written before, the law’s 
penalties for individuals who choose 
to go without coverage are effectively 
toothless. For many people it will just 
make good economic sense, at least in 
the short term, to risk the penalty.

Employers, like individuals, will 
face penalties under the new law for 
failing to provide coverage – but only 
employers with more than 50 full-time 
employees. We are already hearing of 
instances in which employers are limit-
ing hiring or reducing employees’ hours 
to avoid the mandate. And even when 
employers decide to shoulder ever-
rising insurance costs, those same em-
ployers will have less money for other 
forms of compensation. it’s a trade-off 
many employees are beginning to no-
tice. Professor nicole Huberfeld of the 
university of Kentucky told The new 
york times, “many Americans believe 
[health insurance] is something they 
get free. But employers pay lower wages 
because they provide insurance.”

The former director of the Con-
gressional Budget office, Peter R. 
orszag, told Congress the same thing 
when it considered requiring employers 
to report insurance costs on employees’ 
W-2 forms. “The economic evidence 

is overwhelming, the theory is over-
whelming, that when your firm pays for 
your health insurance, you pay through 
reduced take home pay,” he said.

As Americans prepare for the full force of 
the Affordable Care Act to take effect next 
year, many are only now beginning to re-
alize how profoundly wrong the “afford-
able” part of the name will prove. Wishful 
thinking was enough to get the law passed 
in 2010, but it won’t change the reality 
when the law takes effect in 2014.Larry 
M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After 
six years with Arthur Andersen, where 
he was a senior manager for personal fi-
nancial planning and family wealth plan-
ning, he founded his own firm in Hastings 
on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. That firm grew 
steadily and became the Palisades Hudson 
organization, which moved to Scarsdale, 
N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.
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CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

and supported him since the beginning 
of his political career. He campaigned 
for Wilson for the governorship of 
new Jersey and managed the cam-
paign that led to Wilson’s nomination 
in 1912 at the Democratic convention 
in Baltimore.

in 1913, the victorious Wilson ap-
pointed malone Third Assistant Secre-
tary of State under William Jennings 
Bryan, who would be his adversary a 
dozen years later in tennessee in what 
would be called “The Scopes monkey 
trial.” two other political rising stars, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt as Assistant Sec-
retary of the navy and Joseph E. Da-
vies as Commissioner of Corporations, 
were also appointed the same day.

in november of 1913, after a brief 
State Department service of only seven 
months, malone was named by Wilson 
to the post of Collector of the Port of 
new york. This was a political plum 
paying $12,000 a year for supervising 
the collection of import duties. in this 
position he also led Wilson’s victori-
ous fight to win California and other 
Western states in the 1916 reelection 
campaign.

One Fateful Day

on July 16, 1917, malone was 
present at the trial of sixteen women 
pickets who had been arrested in front 
of the White House and charged with 
obstructing traffic. Although this was 
their first brush with any law and be-
cause they refused to pay a $25 fine, 
they were sentenced to sixty days in jail. 
He immediately went to the women’s 
counsel and offered to act as attorney 
on appeal of the case.

outraged at the Wilson Adminis-
tration’s ill-advised actions in arresting 
the peaceful women pickets, malone 
asked for an interview with Wilson. 
They met that same afternoon.

He began by reminding Wilson 
of the more than seven years of close 
personal association they had enjoyed. 
Wilson acknowledged malone’s un-
swerving loyalty to him.

malone then dropped a bomb-
shell: He could not remain a member 
of any administration that imprisoned 
American women for demanding the 
right to vote. He recounted for Wilson 
everything he had witnessed from the 
time the women were arrested in front 
of the White House to their sentencing 
in police court.

“if the situation is as you describe 

it, “ Wilson said, “it is shocking.”
“The manhandling of the women 

by the police was outrageous and the 
entire trial--before a judge of your 
appointment--was a perversion of jus-
tice,” malone told him.

malone’s directness upset the pa-
trician president, a Virginian and for-
mer college professor.

“Why have you come to me in 
this indignant fashion for things that 
have been done by the police officials 
of Washington?

“mr. President,” malone replied, 
“the treatment of these women is the 
result of carefully laid plans made by 
district commissioners, who were ap-
pointed to office by you. newspaper-
men of unquestioned integrity have 
told me the commissioners have been 
in consultation with your private secre-
tary, mr. tumulty. The Secretary of the 
treasury, mr. mcAdoo, sat in at a con-
ference when the policy of these arrests 
was being determined.”

Wilson denied any knowledge of 
this, although tumulty and mcAdoo 
were both very close to him. Joseph P. 
tumulty, a new Jersey attorney, had 
served as an adviser to Wilson in his 
run for the new Jersey governorship 

in 1910; Wilson had 
made the 32-year-
old tumulty his 
private secretary and 
confidant in 1911.

William G. 
mcAdoo, only seven 
years younger than 
Wilson, was Wil-
son’s son-in-law. Af-

ter the death of mcAdoo’s wife, he had 
married Wilson’s youngest daughter, 
Eleanor, in a White House ceremony. 
She was 26 years his junior. it was in-
deed a tightly knit official family.

“Do you mean to tell me,” Wilson 
demanded, “you intend to resign, to re-
pudiate me and my administration and 
sacrifice me for your views on this suf-
frage question?”

malone’s irish temper flared at 
this. “if there is any sacrifice in this 

unhappy circumstance, i am the one 
who is making the sacrifice,” he said. 
He reminded Wilson he had promised 
women voters in Western states that if 
they chose Wilson over pro-suffrage 
Republican candidate Charles Evans 
Hughes, he would do everything in his 
power to get the Wilson administra-
tion to pass the suffrage amendment.

He added that suffrage was an 
urgent war measure and a necessary 

The Courage of His Convictions, 1: Dudley Field Malone

Dudley Field Malone. He spoke truth to power.

Continued from page 8
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part of America’s program for world 
democracy. “The enfranchisement 
of women is not at all necessary to a 
program of democracy,” Wilson re-
sponded, “and i see nothing in the ar-
gument that it is a war measure.” He 
asked malone whether he was suggest-
ing that American women would not 
loyally support the war unless they were 
given the vote.

malone rejected Wilson’s infer-
ence and again urged him to persuade 
his administration to pass the amend-
ment. “you will release from the suf-
frage fight the energies of thousands of 
women to the support of your program 
for international justice with redoubled 

zeal.”
Wilson refused to admit the va-

lidity of malone’s argument. yet, some 
months later, when Wilson finally 
insisted that the Senate pass the suf-
frage amendment, he called it a “war 
measure.”

“you are the president now, re-
elected to office,” malone went on. 
“you ask whether i am going to sac-
rifice you. you sacrifice nothing by my 
resignation. But i lose much. i quit a 
political career. i give up a powerful of-
fice in my state. i, who have no money, 
sacrifice a lucrative salary, and go back 
to revive my law practice.

“most of all i sever a personal as-
sociation with you of the deepest affec-
tion that you know has meant much to 

me. But i cannot and will not remain 
in office and see women thrown in jail 
because they demand their political 
freedom.”

Wilson countered by suggesting 
there was no reason malone could not 
become counsel for the women with-
out resigning from the administration. 
malone pointed out that such a course 
would be impossible. “These women 
would not want me as their counsel if i 
were a member of your administration. 
This would make it appear that your 
administration was not responsible for 
the indignities to which they have been 
subjected.

“And, it may be necessary during 
the appeal to criticize and condemn 
members of your cabinet and others 

close to you, and i could not do this 
while remaining in office under you.”

Wilson made a final appeal to 
malone. “if you consider my personal 
request and do not resign, please do not 
leave Washington without coming to 
see me.”

Dudley Field malone left Wilson’s 
office and never consulted with him 
again. He immediately began working 
on the women’s appeal. Before it could 
be filed, Wilson pardoned the women. 
What stung malone was Wilson’s fail-
ure to say it had been done to correct a 
grave injustice.

malone withheld his resignation 
and returned to new york. in Septem-
ber, another group of women arrested 
under the same false charges were given 
identical sentences of 60 days in the 
workhouse.

That was the last straw. malone 
had been willing to concede that 
Wilson may have been innocent of 
responsibility for the first arrests, but 
the president could not deny being per-
sonally and politically responsible for 
further arrests. Dudley Field malone 
tendered his resignation, dated Sep-
tember 7, 1917, to Wilson.

Wilson responded from the presi-
dential yacht Mayflower on September 
12, accepting the resignation. malone 
was flooded with letters from suffrag-
ists and legislators congratulating him 
on his brave and generous action.
This account of Dudley Field Malone’s 
colorful career continues next week. Robert 
Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and 
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-
Hudson, N.Y.
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by John F. McMullen

From the Examin-
er  – “On Wednesday, 
Nestle  Purina  PetCare 
announced the company is 
voluntarily withdrawing 

Waggin’ Train and Canyon Creek Ranch 
brand dog treats off the market, until fur-
ther notice.  Officials at Milo’s Kitchen, 
which is owned by the Del Monte Corp. 
of San Francisco, also announced they are 
voluntarily recalling the firm’s Chicken 
Jerky and Chicken Grillers home-style 
dog treats from retailers nationwide. Both 
companies took action after the move came 
after the New York Department of Agri-
culture and Marketing told federal Food 
and Drug Administration veterinary of-
ficials this week that trace amounts of re-
sidual poultry antibiotics had been found 
in several lots of each of the brands of jerky 
treat products. The treat products, made 
in China, contain very low levels of four 
antibiotics that are not approved for use 

in poultry in the U.S. and one antibiotic 
that is approved for U.S. poultry use, but is 
limited to nearly undetectable levels in the 
finished product. A New York Department 
of Agriculture spokesman, Joe Morrissey, 
said the antibiotics include sulfaclozine, 
tilmicosin, trimethoprim, enrofloxacin 
and sulfaquinoxaline. There have been 
reports of pet illness linked to jerky treats 
made in China that date back to 2007. 
The Food and Drug Administration says 
reports of sick pets connected to jerky treats, 
particularly chicken jerky treats made in 
China, have been increasing for years. 
Chinese-made jerky pet treats may have 
sickened more than 2,200 pets, including 
360  dogs  and one cat, according to one 
consumer report. Symptoms reported to 
the FDA include gastrointestinal prob-
lems like vomiting and diarrhea, as well as 
kidney problems, which can cause dogs to 
drink and urinate more than usual.”

So, why is this going on?  A few 
years ago, China was accused of export-
ing under code toothpaste to the unit-

ed States. Why have we not subjected 
any products imported from China 
to uS standard testing – testing that 
would go on with products manufac-
tured domestically?

Why? Because under the World 
trade organization (“WTO”), we 
do not have the right or procedures in 
place to perform inspections on prod-
ucts from countries which have inspec-
tion standards supposedly comparable 
to ours. According to the book “Whose 
Trade Organization?  -- The Com-
prehensive Guide To The WTO” by 
Lori Wallach and Patrick Woodall of 
Public Citizen, there are serious prob-
lems brought on by this treaty. in the 
chapter entitled “The WTO’s Coming 
to Dinner and Food Safety is Not on the 
Menu”, the authors lay out the follow-
ing general problem areas (they support 
each of the points but you’ll have to go to the 
site to read the points in full):

The volume of food imports has 
soared but inspection has not kept up

As required under Wto “equiva-
lency determination” rules, the u.S. de-
clared dozens of countries to have meat 
inspection systems “equivalent” to that 
of the u.S. even though the countries’ 
standards and performance violated 
u.S. law and regulation.

time and time again, Wto 
tribunals have refused to permit any 
regulatory action based on the “Precau-
tionary Principle.”

Wto rules require member 
countries to base domestic regulatory 
regimes on standards set by closed-
door, unaccountable institutions like 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
(Codex) in Rome.

Any domestic standard that pro-
vides more health protection than a 
Wto-approved standard is presumed 
to be a trade barrier

Wto rules threaten provision of 
product information to consumers.

This makes scary reading but it 
all boils down to “why are we allowing 
products, including foodstuffs for human 
and animals that could not be sold in 
the US if produced locally to be sold here 
if imported?” Are trade relations with 

other nations more important than the 
health of uS citizens and their pets? i 
think not – and i think that the major-
ity of Americans would agree with me.

i have been feeding Canyon 
Creek Ranch treats to Fala the Won-
der Dog for over two years – and now 
i find that that the FDA has know 
about these problems for years and 
“Chinese-made jerky pet treats may have 
sickened more than 2,200 pets, including 
360 dogs and one cat, according to one 
consumer report.”

i find this unacceptable and i hope 
that all who agree with me will “make 
some noise” by sharing this rant with 
others, writing or calling Congress 
persons, petitioning the President, 
or whatever else come to mind. This 
strikes me as another 1% / 99% deal 
where business takes precedence over 
humanity.
I may be reached at mailto:johnmac13@
gmail.com?subject=Re: Why are the 
Chines Trying To Kill My Dog -- and 
Why Isn’t The Government Protecting Us 
and Our Pets.

Why is China Trying To Kill My Dog?

PEOPLE

By BOB MARRONE
Remember to “puff 
them up,” was the ad-
vice given to me more 
than once by a well 
known radio execu-
tive whenever i would 

interview an important figure. i inter-

preted such guidance as being sure to 
recognize the guest’s accomplishments 
and position on the public stage. i tried 
not to pander too much, believing that 
i might come off as insincere, or worse, 
a patronizing hack.

The first time i interviewed the 
late, great former mayor of new york, 

Edward i. Koch, i could tell very early 
on, despite what you may have heard 
about his ego, that he would have none 
of it. indeed, in the few minutes on the 
phone before we went on the air, he 
wanted to know straight away what we 
would talk about and dismissed, quite 
abruptly, my attempts to tell him how 
honored i was to have him on the show.

The truth be known, my attempt-
ed comments to him were sincere and 
intended to calm my own nerves.

i am often asked whether i ever 
get nervous talking with celebrities 
on the air. The answer is almost never. 
Politicians, actors, authors and news 
correspondents tended to treat me like 
a member of their fraternity from the 
very beginning. Plus, my former life as 
a speechwriter for egos on Wall Street 
pretty much required that i hold my 
own with so-called big shots. my dirty 
little secret, though, is that i did get ner-
vous on the radio when i would inter-

view my heroes; those whose intellect, 
character or accomplishments of many 
years prior i would have most liked to 
emulate.

Hillary Clinton, whom i have 
since come to admire, was a piece of 
cake. So was Christopher Hitchens, the 
great writer for “Vanity Fair” who wrote 
God is Not Great. But put Bob novak 
on the phone, whom i had read reli-
giously for forty years and who almost 

Ed Koch – The Real Deal
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singlehandedly schooled me through 
Watergate in his Evans and Novak col-
umns, and i was a bit uptight. When 
my boyhood radio idol, Barry Farber, 
called in, i was first-date shaky. So it 
was with Ed Koch.

Throughout his tenure as a con-
gressman, mayor, talk show host, pundit 
and movie critic, i never heard him say 
anything that was not based on sound 
reasoning or principle. Even on those 
occasions when i did not agree with 
him, i was overwhelmed by his hon-
esty and conviction. The way the mayor 

stood up to critics and opponents, re-
gardless of their power, or even if they 
were allies, was beyond admirable. His 
strength of character and integrity were 
the traits i most admired and wished 
for myself, and others i cared about.

As soon as i heard his voice during 
the aforementioned pre-call i started 
to blurt out my thanks and so forth, 
when he hit me with, “come on, come 
on, what are we talking about.” At first 
i was startled, but then it hit me. This is 
Ed Koch. This is who he is; straight and 
true as an arrow. i reminded him that i 
wanted to talk about the mosque pro-
posed near Ground Zero and his de-
fense of the rights of those who wanted 
to build it. The interview went off well. 

He was gracious, kind and funny. Also, 
consistent with his steel character, he 
was a fierce defender of that which he 
believed in.

Ed Koch has been one of Ameri-
ca’s staunchest supporters of israel, and 
was quite outspoken about the intransi-
gence of her enemies. Koch also spoke 
out about what he believed was the 
wrong headedness of many muslims 
in their attitudes towards israel and the 
united States. many might infer from 
this that he would be dead set against 
the notion of a muslim place of wor-
ship near the sacred site of Ground 
Zero. They would be wrong. The Ed 
Koch who we now honor in his passing 
was also committed to fairness and the 

American value of freedom of religion. 
He was now outspoken on behalf of 
the mosque and brokered no appeals to 
his Jewish or American heritage. This 
was, indeed, the Ed Koch i admired. 
He looked at every issue on its merits, 
and it was difficult to pin him down on 
a given thing based on what position he 
may have held on something similar.

i had the mayor on my show a 
couple of times after that to talk about 
his effort to get state legislators to refute 
redistricting. He was, as always, brash, 
honest and even chagrined at the dis-
sembling of the lawmakers. His effort 
failed, but he was not the least bit dis-
couraged. He would continue the fight.

mayor Edward irving Koch was 

as most himself, though, at the end of 
my first interview about the mosque. 
He mentioned during our conversation 
how he had once before defended the 
muslim faith by crying out at a press 
conference, “Allahu Akbar”, which 
means God is (the) greatest, in Arabic. i 
asked him to do it again. With obvious 
glee and energy, this wonderful Jewish 
mensch cried out for all of Westchester 
to hear, “Allahu Akbar”.

Rest in peace mr. mayor.

Bob Marrone is a freelance writer for The 
Westchester Guardian and a radio talk 
show host.
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80 West Grand Street, Fleetwood
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Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets,  Stoves & Refrigerators.

 Credit Check Required: $25 Non-refundable fee
Available Immediately • No Programs Accepted
Call Management Office for more information:
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TECHNOLOGY

michael J. Astrue, Commissioner of 
Social Security, today announced the 
agency is expanding the services avail-
able with a my Social Security account, a 
personalized online account that people 
can use beginning in their working 
years and continuing throughout the 
time they receive Social Security ben-
efits. more than 60 million Social Se-
curity beneficiaries and Supplemental 

Security income (SSi) recipients can 
now access their benefit verification 
letter, payment history, and earnings 
record instantly using their online ac-
count. Social Security beneficiaries also 
can change their address and start or 
change direct deposit information on-
line.

“We are making it even easier for 
people to do their business with us 

from the comfort of their home, office, 
or library,” Commissioner Astrue said. 
“i encourage people of all ages to take 
advantage of our award-winning online 
services and check out the new features 
available through an online my Social 
Security account.”

Social Security beneficiaries and 
SSi recipients with a my Social Security 
account can go online and get an offi-

cial benefit verification letter instantly. 
The benefit verification letter serves as 
proof of income to secure loans, mort-
gages and other housing, and state or 
local benefits. Additionally, people use 
the letter to prove current medicare 
health insurance coverage, retirement 
or disability status, and age. People can 
print or save a customized letter.

Social Security Announces New Online Services Available with a my Social Security Account

Continued on page 12
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Social Security processed nearly 
nine million requests for benefit verifi-
cation letters in the past year. This new 
online service allows people to conduct 
business with Social Security with-
out having to visit an office or make 
a phone call, and very often wait for a 
letter to arrive in the mail. it also will re-

duce the time spent by employees com-
pleting these requests and free them to 
focus on other workloads.

People age 18 and older can sign 
up for an account at www.socialsecurity.
gov/myaccount. once there, they must 
be able to provide information about 
themselves and answers to questions 
that only they are likely to know. Af-

ter completing the secure verification 
process, people can create a my Social 
Security account with a unique user 
name and password to access their in-
formation.

People age 18 and older who are 
not receiving benefits can sign up for a 
my Social Security account to get a per-
sonalized online Social Security State-

ment. The online Statement provides 
eligible workers with secure and con-
venient access to their Social Security 
earnings and benefit information, and 
estimates of future benefits they can use 
to plan for their retirement. in addition, 
the portal also includes links to infor-
mation about other online services, 
such as applications for retirement, dis-

ability and medicare.
“Given our significantly reduced 

funding, we have to find innovative 
ways to continue to meet the needs of 
the American people without compro-
mising service,” said Commissioner 
Astrue. “These new enhancements 
will allow us to provide faster service to 
more people in more places.”

For more information, visit: www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

TECHNOLOGY

Social Security Announces New Online Services Available with a my Social Security Account
Continued from page 11

By JOHN SIMON
Bertolt Brecht was 20 
and still raw when he 
started in on versions 
of his first play, “Baal,” 
with the protagonist a 

projection of his hedonistic, anarchic 
and tumultuous self. triggered by his 
enthusiasm for lawless vagabond po-
ets like Francois Villon and Arthur 
Rimbaud, Baal—his very name that 
of the ancient Semitic deity anatem-
ized by the Hebrews as a pagan anti-
divinity—is the epitome of the poet 
as unbridled, amoral egoist. But the 
play, in its many, constantly revised 
versions, remained an unholy mess.

The actor-director Ethan Hawke 
and his seemingly favorite playwright, 
Jonathan marc Sherman, have come 
up with “Clive,” a self styled “play in 
21 shards, based on, inspired by, sto-
len from Brecht’s ‘Baal’,’’ and an even, 
if possible, unholier mess updated to 
the 90s. Directed by and starring as a 
guitar-playing rock musician Hawke, 
his hair a white mini-blizzard, has 
him mumbling or shrieking bits of 
song, and, for the rest, speaking in a 
halting staccato when not shouting-
-the name Clive itself having nothing 
to do with a nature and fertility god.

it is a sequence of mainly un-
related episodes taking place in as-
sorted indoor and outdoor locations 
that the new Group production, in 
the small, underequipped Acorn The-
ater, cannot begin to—doesn’t even 
try to—convey. For once, the able set 
designer Derek mcLane is stymied 
into turning out a cropper of a setting, 
consisting of several doors leading to 
nowhere, and uneasily straddling 
some emptiness and ugliness. The 
doors, however, feature hammers, 
bars and strings, enabling the actors 
to derive from them some of the im-

pugnable rock music of the brothers 
Latham and Shelby Gaines.

We get a cast of nine, including 
the author Sherman himself, playing 
a number of roles, with only Hawke’s 
Clive and Vincent D’onofrio’s 
Doc--Clive’s friend, antagonist, and 
probable lover--having a single part. 
most prominent among the others 
are Bruce Asmanskas and the always 
unappealing Zoe Kazan, equally un-
sightly in three roles in brown, red or 
blond wigs, as three of Clive’s man-
handled conquests. to call the rest 
of the fractured cast characters is an 
overoptimistic exaggeration.

it is impossible to make sense of 
the frequently noisy, brutal goings-
on, the modicum of century-old 
meaning barely squeezable out of 
Brecht’s original now thoroughly 
suppressed by the writing, staging 
and acting. most annoying is Sher-
man’s invention of having the actors 
often redundantly speaking the stage 
directions they are enacting, which 
is like telling the same unfunny joke 
again and again throughout. Seldom 
before have 105 boring minutes felt 
like a more excruciating semblance of 
endlessness.

infinitely better was the Encores! 
production of the musical “Fiorello!” 
that, however, like all Encores! at 
City Center, ran only for seven (or 
fewer) semi-staged performances. in 
a previous Encores! review, i urged 
my readers to be on the lookout for 
future Encores! offerings, invariably 
delightful and often sensational, but, 
alas, only very rarely transferred to 
other theaters for unlimited runs.

This is, of course, the charm-
ingly told story of mayor Fiorello 
H. LaGuardia, with book by Jerome 
Weidman and George Abbott, music 
by Jerry Bock, and lyrics by Sheldon 

Harnick, all of them in top form. At 
its 1959 premiere, the show won the 
Pulitzer Prize and ran for 795 perfor-
mances; occasionally revived, it was 
also the first Encores! production two 
decades ago.

This time, Gary Griffin directed 
and Alex Sanchez choreographed 
with a uniformly endearing cast. 
Danny Rutigliano was a wonderfully 
acting, singing, and capering Fiorello; 
Kate Baldwin and Erin Dilly splen-
didly embodied his first and second 
wives; Shuler Hensley was delicious 
as his nemesis, Ben marino; Jeremy 
Bobb and Jenn Gambatese shone 
as a comedic couple; and Andrew 
Samonsky, Adam Heller and Emily 
Skinner headed an impeccable sup-
porting cast.

There are any number of en-
chanting songs of a rich variety, nifty 
bits of scenery by John Lee Beatty 
with jolly costumes by Jess Goldstein, 
and Rob Berman’s assured conduct-
ing of the superb orchestra. As usual, 
a packed audience, myself included, 
had a whale of a good time.

A terrific time can be had also at 
the revival of David ives’s “All in the 

timing,” which is actually five riot-
ous playlets all having something to 
do with timing. Bizarre, uproarious 
ideas are dazzlingly executed by this 
gifted comic playwright, and here en-
acted, under John Rando’s resourceful 
direction, by five flawless interpreters.

“Sure Thing” concerns Bill pick-
ing up Betty, or trying to do so, in 
rapidly consecutive versions, with 
mostly identical dialogue delivered 
toward different endings, all similarly 
amusing. “Words, Words, Words” has 
three chimpanzees in a Columbia 
university lab at typewriters, produc-
ing, as the adage has it, a number of 
monkeys producing, given sufficient 
time, a stumbled-upon “Hamlet.” 
Here the simian trio consists of 
milton, Swift and Kafka,” working 
themselves amid pungent comments 
to literary glory.

“The universal Language” is a 
takeoff on Esperanto and similar at-
tempts at an allegedly universal lan-
guage, brilliantly gibbered by teacher 
and student in outrageous double-
talk. in “Philip Glass Buys a Loaf 
of Bread,” endlessly repeated simple 
words render verbally what Glass’s 

music does with notes, all to side-
splitting effect. “The Philadelphia” 
features two friends in a new york 
restaurant, lapsing into various tranc-
es labeled by one of them after some 
city, yielding the appropriate lan-
guage to idiosyncratic circumstances.

Finally, “Variations on the Death 
of trotsky” manages to wring outra-
geous comedy from the famous axe 
murder in mexico of the exiled dissi-
dent Communist politician, in which 
mrs. trotsky, reading historic facts 
from an encyclopedia has her hus-
band enacting them, along with his 
comments on it and on possible but 
unrealized alternative endings.

 Jenn Harris, Liv Rooth, mat-
thew Saldivar and Elic Clem give 
exemplarily droll performances, with 
Carson Elrod smashing in some of 
the longer roles. Beowulf Borrit’s set, 
Anita Javich’s costumes, and Jason 
Lyons’s lighting manfully and wom-
anfully add to the inexhaustible fun.

Theater images by Monique Car-
boni and courtesy of Seven17 Public 
Relations.

“Clive” is retold by Jonathan 
marc Sherman and directed by Than 
Hawke and presented at Theatre 
Row – The Acorn Theatre, 410 West 
43nd Street, between 9th and 10th Av-
enues, new york, ny 10036. (212) 
239-6200. Through march 9, 2013.
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com 
and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds 
a PhD from Harvard University in 
Comparative Literature and has taught 
at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and Marymount Manhattan 
College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com

Comedies, Funny and Unfunny
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Vincent D’Onfrio (left) and Ethan Hawke.
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GoVERnmEntSection
By MARY C. MARVIN
Last week, Governor 
Cuomo presented his 
Executive Budget.  un-
fortunately, nothing in 
it addresses the issues 

that are the root causes of the structural 
collapse of local governments – the ex-
ploding pension and healthcare costs. 
The Governor’s mandate Relief Coun-
cil which was tasked to address un-
funded mandates in tandem with the 
imposition of the 2% tax Cap, also 
produced a report which unfortunately 
generated zero savings for municipali-
ties.  to put in stark perspective, since 
the mandate Relief Council was first 
proposed, pension costs have risen 
183%.

in approaching the pension issue, 
the Governor has proposed a Long 
term Stable Contribution option 
Plan, which will in today’s lingo, kick 
the can even further down the road.

under the Governor’s plan, com-
munities will be able to lock in pension 
contribution increases of 12% annually 
for non-uniformed Employees and 
18.5% for Police and Fire for a period 
of 25 years versus what is the projected 

actual increases of 20.9% and 25.9% 
per annum going forward.

First, stunningly no one is address-
ing the basic premise as to why 12% 
and 18.5% annual increases in costs is 
a “good deal” for anyone.  Even these 
lower numbers are clearly economically 
unsustainable economy and the core 
problem needs to be addressed, not 
how to pay for a bloated system.

The presumptions underlying the 
plan include no provision for an eco-
nomic future that is stagnant or declin-
ing.  The plan presumes a much quicker 
turnover in employee retirements, 
counting on many of the employees 
in future years to be “tier 6” and thus 
contributing to their pension benefits.  
The realities are that government em-
ployees are staying in the system longer 
and retiring later due to the uncertain-
ties in the economy and/or the dearth 
of jobs in the private sector.  Even when 
employees do retire, communities are 
containing costs by leaving the posi-
tions vacant or simply trimming the 
workforce.  As example, in my tenure 
as mayor, our staff has shrunk by 15%. 

As Bloomberg news printed re-
cently, “the plan is a thinly disguised 

form of debt.”
under a current “amortization” 

pension payment plan available to mu-
nicipalities, in Fiscal year 2011, $43.5 
million was deferred from the State 
Pension Fund and last year 165 com-
munities took advantage of it with an 
additional deferral of $200.6 million in 
payments.

The new deferred payment pro-
posal cannot work without chronically 
underfunding the State Pension Fund 
and ignoring the State constitutional 
requirement that pension plans be ac-
tuarially sound, threatening to put new 
york in the same underfunding morass 
as illinois.

The benefit of the plan is that com-
munities on the verge of insolvency can 
stave it off a little longer and no politi-
cian currently serving in Albany will be 
there when the house of cards collapses.       
Ambition seems to be guiding principle 
of this initiative.  my same views have 
been vocally shared by mayor Spano of 
yonkers and mayor miner of Syracuse, 
who is also the Co-chair of the State 
Democratic Party.  We cannot continue 
to refuse to confront the problem.  it is 
simply not fair to the next generation of 

new yorkers.
The Governor’s Executive Budget 

proposes no new State taxes.  He will be 
able to honor this if various new initia-
tives are implemented that take money 
from municipalities to fill State short-
falls, thus depleting some of the few 
local non-property revenue sources left.

As example, under the rubric of 
safety, the Governor has proposed that 
municipal courts no longer be allowed 
to negotiate speeding tickets down 
to local violations, saving the offender 
points on his license and possible insur-
ance premium increases.

to put in monetary context, lo-
cal communities get a fraction of the 
value of a speeding ticket.   For ex-
ample, a $185 speeding ticket yields a 
community such as ours $5.  it actu-
ally costs municipalities to issue mov-
ing violations disabusing the idea that 
communities write tickets to fill the 
local coffers.  However, if the moving 
violation is pleaded down to a violation, 
the local municipality retains the lion’s 
share of the fine.  The Governor’s plan 
proposes a new State surcharge of $80 
per violation on any infractions that are 
pled down.  The net result is that local 

non-property tax revenues will shrink, 
and court costs and staffing will have to 
increase to handle the multitude of tri-
als that will result as individuals contest 
the charge due to the points and insur-
ance ramifications.  The final burden 
will then fall on the local property tax 
payer to cover the shortfall because un-
like the State, local municipalities have 
no one to “pass through” the costs to 
balance our books.  Everything stops 
with the local property taxpayers.

unless the corrosive root causes of 
the significant increases in local bud-
gets are addressed by our Legislators, 
residents state-wide will continue to 
experience rising taxes, a diminishment 
of services, shrinking workforce, de-
creasing fund balances and crumbling 
infrastructure.

it is time the local property taxpay-
ers become the most important special 
interest group.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Vil-
lage of Bronxville, New York. If you have 
a suggestion or comment, consider direct-
ing your perspective by directing email to 
mayor@vobny.com.
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE

By RICH MONETTI
Considering that we all 
seem to acknowledge 
the problem of money in 
politics, Assemblywom-
an Sandy Galef recently 

decided to poll her constituents to see 
if the perception matched the actual 
sentiment. Framing her questionnaire 
within the context of whether they sup-
port full or partially funded campaigns, 
the results did not align. This prompted 
the Assemblywoman to hold a public 
panel at the Desmond-Fish Library in 
Garrison on February 2nd with several 
new york based activists.

Before an audience of about 20, a 
50% disapproval of public funding was 
revealed. “People are worried about the 
costs,” said Jesse Laymon, Downstate 
Campaigns manager of Citizen Ac-
tion of new york.

Projecting a mere .02% increase to 
the tax burden, he feels the offset would 
ultimately be seen in the manner bil-

lions of statewide funds are allocated, 
and it would initially reveal itself in our 
campaigns. “Small donations would be 
matched, and this would have candi-
dates restructuring the way they cam-
paign,” said Laymon.

A model new york City has 
utilized for the last 20 years at a 6:1 
matching ratio. As a result, new york 
City voters can often find candidates 
specifically asking for the $200 maxi-
mum allotted for small donations. “This 
means more candidates and parties 
take part in elections with greater voter 
turnout,” said Assemblywoman Galef.

The money aside, candidates in-
herently get a broader insight on the 
issues because they’re not spending all 
their time with lobbyists and the dis-
proportionately skewed perceptions 
that go with it. “That’s what matching 
funds do,” said Laymon.

Dick Dadey, Executive Director 
of Citizens union of the City of new 
york weighed in and not simply from 

an activists point of view. “i was a lob-
byist,” he stated flatly.

in this, he revealed the profession 
does actually come with a conscience, as 
most acknowledge the broken system 
they work within. “meeting legislators, 

going from room to room with a check, 
you realize how few people have access. 
it makes the lobbyist feel uncomfort-
able. it makes the elected official feel 
uncomfortable, but everyone knows, 
that’s what helps you win,” he said.

Assemblywomen Galef would 
gladly leave the awkwardness behind 
in making future runs at office and 
the evidence bears this out. 80% of 

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef and Panel Propose Publicly Funded Elections to Balance New York State Campaigns

Continued on page 14
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state level campaign donations tally to 
$1,000 or more, while 65% of new 
york City donations come in under the 
$200 maximum.

of course, no one on the panel 
claimed the excessive influence of 
money will go away – especially in 
the wake of the citizen’s united ruling. 
“We’re trying to balance and recalibrate 
the campaign culture,” said Susan Le-
rner, Executive Director of Common 
Cause/ny.

Given that 35% of new york State 
elections received no challenger in 
the last election, it sounds like a good 
place to start. Again in contrast to new 
york City, public matching funds have 
shown greater competition because 
potential challengers have at least the 
financial viability to mount a campaign.  
Laymon pointed to the five percentage 
point loss Billy Thompson managed in 
the face of the michael Bloomberg’s 
millions as evidence.

But all this must be accompanied 
by an effective disclosure and enforce-
ment regime. “We have to upgrade 
along with the 21st century technology 
that is available,” said Lerner.

As much sense as it seems to 

make, mostly upstate senate Republi-
cans stand in the way. That said, stand-
ing on the sidelines and complaining 
doesn’t cut it with the activist. “We are 
complicit in this system. We have to be 
willing to put our resources behind our 
beliefs,” said Lerner.

Still, for one audience member, the 
focus on corporate money was unac-
ceptable when unions also hold strong 
sway over elections. “our initiative 
hopes to empower small donors and 

limit the power of institutions such as 
unions,” said Dadey in response.

Far from Garrison and new york 
City, Arizona’s publicly funded elec-
tions have provided a subtle shift that 
says it all, according to Lerner. “The leg-
islators now decide when they will talk 
to Lobbyists not the other way around,” 
she concluded.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

(L-R): Susan Lerner, Sandy Galef, Jesse Laymon, Dick Dadey at the Desmond-Fish 
Library in Garrison, NY.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE

Sandy Galef and Panel Propose Publicly Funded Elections 
Continued from page 13

By DANIEL PIPES 
Recent steps taken by 
the Government of 
turkey suggest it may 
be ready to ditch the 
nAto club of de-

mocracies for a Russian and Chinese 
gang of authoritarian states.

Here is the evidence:

Starting in 2007, Ankara applied 
three times unsuccessfully to join as 
a Guest member of the Shanghai 
Cooperation organisation (or SCo, 
informally known as the Shanghai 
Five). Founded in 1996 by the Rus-
sian and Chinese governments, along 
with three (and in 2001 a fourth) for-

Is Turkey Leaving the West?
INTERNATIONAL

Russia’s Putin and Turkey’s Erdoğan; two birds of a feather?

Continued on page 15
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Free Parking • Friendly, Professional & Courteous Staff,  Full Circuits of Nautilus, Hammer Strength,  Icarian & Free Weights • Treadmills, Stair Climbers, Rowers &  
Stationary Cycles, Nordic Track  Elliptical Fitness Trainers,  •  Versaclimbers • Personalized Certified Training, Nutrition Counseling, Sports, Conditioning, Cardiac & 
Physical Rehab. Juice Bar, Sun Deck & Tanning Cntr, Nutrition Cntr • Weight Loss Programs/ Support Groups • Massage, Sauna/Steam • Towel Service • Pro Shop. 
1 Block off The Major Deegan New York Expressway (I - 87) (N Y St Rte. 1B) Exit 10. Located at Intersection of Bway (US 1) / 230th St. and Exterior St. (Free Parking 
available adjacent on Exterior Street indoor valet parking available next door @ Atlantic Parking for $1.) Public transportation within two blocks: Metro North 
Marble Hill Station, #1 West Side Express and Local Subway Line, 7,9, 10, 12 and Riverdale to Midtown Manhattan Express Liberty Line Bus Lines.

Astral Fitnesss and Wellness Center • 5500 Broadway, Bronx, NY  •  718.561.2200  •  Call to Join TODAY!  

Universal Strength of Spirit, Body & Mind
Unlimited Gym Membership only

$359/yr! - $29/Month
17,000 Sq. Ft. fully equipped / full service gym.

PRESENT  THIS AD 
For a Special Gift &  FREE 
Registration w Introductory
Personal Training &
 Introductory Packages.

              Aerobic Kick Box, Aerobic Step, Akido, Body Shaping, Boot Camp, Boxing & Box Aerobics, Cardio, Cross-Fit, Dance Cardio, Ellipse High Intensity
Cardio, Jui-Jitsu, Kick Box, Mixed Martial Arts, Russian Kettle Ball, Salsa, Submission Grappling,  Taekwondo, Woman’s Self Defense, Yoga.CLASSES:

mer Soviet Central Asian states, the 
SCo has received minimal attention 
in the West, although it has grand 
security and other aspirations, in-
cluding the possible creation of a gas 
cartel. more, it offers an alternative 
to the Western model, from nAto, 
to democracy, to displacing the u.S. 
dollar as reserve currency. After those 
three rejections, Ankara applied for 
“Dialogue Partner” status in 2011. in 
June 2012, it won approval.

one month later, turkish prime 
minister Recep tayyip Erdoğan re-
ported about his saying to Russia’s 
President Vladimir Putin, “Come, ac-
cept us into the Shanghai Five [as a 
full member] and we will reconsider 
the European union.” Erdoğan re-
iterated this idea on Jan. 25, noting 
stalled turkish efforts to join the 
European union (Eu): “as the prime 
minister of 75 million people,” he 
explained, “you start looking around 
for alternatives. That is why i told mr. 
Putin the other day, ‘take us into the 
Shanghai Five; do it, and we will say 
goodbye to the Eu.’ What’s the point 
of stalling?” He added that the SCo 
“is much better, it is much more pow-
erful [than the Eu], and we share 
values with its members.”

on Jan. 31, the Foreign minis-
try announced plans for an upgrade 
to “observer State” at the SCo. on 
Feb. 3 Erdoğan reiterated his earlier 
point, saying “We will search for al-
ternatives,” and praised the Shanghai 
group’s “democratization process” 
while disparaging European “islamo-

phobia.” on Feb. 4, President Abdul-
lah Gül pushed back, declaring that 
“The SCo is not an alternative to 
the Eu. ... turkey wants to adopt and 
implement Eu criteria.”

What does this all amount to?
The SCo feint faces significant 

obstacles: if Ankara leads the effort 
to overthrow Bashar al-Assad, the 
SCo firmly supports the beleaguered 
Syrian leader. nAto troops have just 
arrived in turkey to man Patriot bat-
teries protecting that country from 
Syria’s Russian-made missiles. more 
profoundly, all six SCo members 
strongly oppose the islamism that 
Erdoğan espouses. Perhaps, therefore, 
Erdoğan mentioned SCo member-
ship only to pressure the Eu; or to 
offer symbolic rhetoric for his sup-
porters.

Both are possible. But i take the 
half-year long flirtation seriously for 
three reasons. First, Erdoğan has es-
tablished a record of straight talk, 
leading one key columnist, Sedat 
Ergin, to call the Jan. 25 statement 
perhaps his “most important” foreign 
policy proclamation ever.

Second, as turkish columnist 
Kadri Gürsel points out, “The Eu 
criteria demand democracy, human 
rights, union rights, minority rights, 
gender equality, equitable distribu-
tion of income, participation and 
pluralism for turkey. SCo as a union 
of countries ruled by dictators and 
autocrats will not demand any of 
those criteria for joining.” unlike the 
European union, Shanghai members 
will not press Erdoğan to liberalize 
but will encourage the dictatorial 

tendencies in him that so many turks 
already fear.

Third, the SCo fits his islamist 
impulse to defy the West and to 
dream of an alternative to it. The 
SCo, with Russian and Chinese 
as official languages, has a deeply 
anti-Western DnA and its meetings 
bristle with anti-Western sentiments. 
For example, when iran’s President 
mahmoud Ahmedinejad addressed 
the group in 2011, no one refused his 
conspiracy theory about 9/11 being a 
u.S. government inside job used “as 
an excuse for invading Afghanistan 
and iraq and for killing and wound-
ing over a million people.” many 
backers echo Egyptian analyst Galal 
nassar in his hope that ultimately 
the SCo “will have a chance of set-
tling the international contest in its 
favor.” Conversely, as a Japanese offi-
cial has noted, “The SCo is becom-
ing a rival block to the u.S. alliance. 
it does not share our values.”

turkish steps toward joining the 
Shanghai group highlights Ankara’s 
now-ambivalent membership in the 
north Atlantic treaty organization, 
starkly symbolized by the unprec-
edented joint turkish-Chinese air 
exercise of 2010. Given this real-
ity, Erdoğan’s turkey is no longer a 
trustworthy partner for the West but 
more like a mole in its inner sanc-
tum. if not expelled, it should at least 
be suspended from nAto.

mr. Pipes (DanielPipes.org) is 
president of the middle East Fo-
rum. © 2013 by Daniel Pipes. All 
rights reserved.

Feb. 6, 2013 updates: (1) Who-
ever first came up with the various 
Shanghai sobriquets for the Rus-

sian-Chinese organization probably 
did not realize that in English the 
verb to Shanghai means “to force or 
trick (someone) into doing some-
thing, going somewhere, etc.” How 
appropriate a nuance for this semi-
rogue sextet! Were it not an obsolete 
term, i would have titled this col-
umn Shanghaiing Turkey.

(2) Asked about Erdoğan’s re-
marks, a spokesperson for the Eu-
ropean Commission, Peter Stano, 
declined directly to respond, confin-
ing himself to noting that comments 
suggesting that Ankara would give 
up its Eu bid to seek other op-
tions are “speculative.” The secretary 
general of the Council of Europe, 
Thorbjorn Jagland, took the remarks 
in stride: “i may be mistaken, but 
Prime minister Erdoğan’s remarks 
actually represent a call to Europe-
ans to assume a more constructive 
and positive attitude toward turkey.”

(3) The main opposition leader, 
Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu of the Repub-
lican People’s Party (CHP) rejected 
the SCo gambit on Feb. 4: “The 
proposal to become a member of 
the SCo is inconsistent and incor-
rect. We turned our direction to the 
West, not to the East. This is not 
something new, since 1071 our goal 
is [to head] toward the West. We 
don’t mean geography in saying the 
West but modernity and civiliza-
tion.” The Battle of manzikert took 
place in eastern Anatolia year in the 
1071 and marked the first turkic 
military victory in Anatolia. “We see 
the Eu as a modernization project.”

(4) Erdoğan yesterday offered 
an explanation for why the Eu has 
not allowed turkey to join its ranks: 

perhaps the union was “hesitant be-
cause the members will not be able 
to do everything they want when 
turkey gets in.” His clear and mildly 
astonishing implications are that 
(1) Europeans without turks are ir-
responsible and (2) Ankara intends 
fundamentally to change the Eu 
upon entry.

(5) noting “Are we not in 
nAto with these countries?” 
Erdoğan went on in the same com-
ments to note that turkey, as the 
only nAto country with a major-
ity muslim population, “would stop 
wrong steps [in nAto]. Thus, we 
saw such steps toward israel’s inclu-
sion in nAto. We prevented that. 
We have our own red lines. For us, 
to be involved in nAto with israel 
is never acceptable. to be with such 
a cruel understanding would conflict 
with our structure, history and cul-
ture.” not only is Erdoğan asserting 
he kept israel out of nAto but he 
is claiming to have a decisive role 
in nAto – something i find quite 
credible.

When added to Erdoğan’s 
Shanghai gambit and Davutoğlu’s 
paraphrased threat a few days ago 
that “turkey would not stay unre-
sponsive to an israeli attack against 
any muslim country,” these com-
ments point to a headstrong turkish 
leadership that feels it can say and 
do pretty much anything it pleases. 
And it can.

First published on February 6, 
2013, in The Washington Times;

http://www.danielpipes.org/12526/
turkey-shanghai-five-sco
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Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 

914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. 

store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.

Notice is Hereby Given that a license, 
# TBA For Liquor has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell liquor at re-
tail in a restaurant under the ABC Law 
at Blooming Glory Hospitality Inc.  DBA 
Gyu-Kaku Restaurant at 159 Main ST 
White Plains, NY 10601 for on premises 
consumption.

69 HUDSON WATCH, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/15/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 69 Hudson Watch Drive 
Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

PERSPECTIVE

By HEZI ARIS
The City of yonkers 
(Coy) has a blood lust, 
a propensity, if you will, 
to kick any adversary 
in the shins; or so it 

is often thought. in reality, one side, 
whomever they may be, cherry-pick 
those after which they lash out. While 
the intent is often perceived to destroy 
the adversary, all too often the conduct 
achieves little more than to hobble, 
embarrass, or deflect from the central 
issue. What can be said is that the 
plotters and thinkers are rarely on the 
mark. The rationale is easily explained; 
the catalyst is driven by anger rather 
than thought. Confrontation(s) are an-
swered haphazardly when there should 
be a response for every off remark, or 
misstatement of fact. Whether it is 
a lack of time that stymies an all out 
assault because the bridge of discourse 
has been set aflame, or the conduct of 
shunning an adversary , ostracizing, or 
demonizing, the facts are not always 
revealed. in fact, much of what is said, 
the accusations made, and even the 
threats suffered reside to protect each 
protagonist engaged in the confronta-
tion. The truth is far from being told.

The confrontation between the 
yonkers Fire Department and Deputy 
Mayor Sue Gerry is similar to an “old 
Vic” Shakespearean play or a Broad-
way Theatre thriller. Alas, yonkersites 
are deflated by the drama and disgust-
ed by the one upmanship.

in the meanwhile, by attempting 
to mess with Deputy mayor Gerry, 
yonkersites are deflected from every 
other issue, pertinent or less so, that 
matters to the conduct of the city 
and its ability to survive these difficult 
times.

is the Gerry vs mcGoey show-
down being dealt with between adults 
across a conference table or in a sand-
box? Are the facts on the table or is one 
trying to outsmart the other. Will the 
spin serve yonkersites or will it serve 
yonkers Deputy mayor Sue Gerry or 
yonkers Fire Department Local 628 
President Barry mcGoey? Both Gerry 
and mcGoey are lawyers. one has to 
wonder if each realizes this drama has 
consumed Coy for 14 months?

We’ve accomplished only so much 
so far. Sue Popper Gerry holds resi-
dence in Lewisboro, New York. She 

votes in Lewisboro, new york, and 
maintains her domicile in Lewisboro, 
new york.

Why have yonkersites focused ex-
clusively on Deputy mayor Gerry. is it 
because she has brains? is she the pret-
tiest? Perhaps she is the most charming 
or the best dressed!

Does any of it matter? Who is 
at fault? From the top down, yonkers 
mayor Mike Spano, because he is re-
sponsible for this sham getting out of 
control. Complicit is Deputy mayor 
Sue Popper Gerry. The entire Yonkers 
City Council membership… Council 
President Chuck Lesnick, major-
ity Leader Wilson terrero, minority 
Leader John Larkin, Council mem-
bers Dennis Shepherd, michael Breen, 
Christopher Johnson, and michael 
Sabbatino. Also silent, but responsible 
in an ancillary manner are yonkers 
City Democratic Committee Chair-
woman Symra Brandon and yonkers 
City Republican Committee Chair-
man John Jacono. So too, yonkers 
inspector General Kitley S. Covill, be-
cause this issue is diametrically in op-
position to the yonkers City Charter.

So what is the bigger picture yet 
to be mentioned, much less recognized 
by yonkersites? if you have been pay-
ing attention, and i know you have, 
i knew you would be one step ahead 
of me… that’s right, there are others 
who do not reside in yonkers. Why? 
Are they smarter, better looking, pret-
tier or more dapper, better connected, 
richer, drive a better make car, are more 
worthy, married into the family, or are 
just wonderful friends? What do they 
posses yonkersites do not? The jury has 
yet to figure out the answer; more im-
portantly, the gig is up. The conduct is 
revealed herein. Let’s review the “other” 
examples of the “out of towner” subter-
fuge ploy… The following do not 
reside in yonkers…
Fire Administrator Robert Sweeney
Police Commissioner Charles Gard-
ner
Human Resources Commissioner 
Paula Redd Zeman
inspector General Kitley Covill
Deputy Finance Commissioner John 
Delaney
Special Assistant to the mayor Jayme 
nadrezny
yonkers Public School Superintendent 
Bernard Pierorazio
Special Assistant to the mayor Annie 

Huang
Workforce Development Eric molly
Parks Commissioner yvette Hartsfield
tax Assessor mark Russell

When mayor mike Spano ran 
for the office of mayor of yonkers, 
he loudly exclaimed that he would 
find and recruit yonkers best and most 
talented. So much for wishful think-
ing, the results decry the expression of 
thought. Perhaps the talent thought to 
exist is lacking within the borders of 
the city. if they are, it may be best to 
know so as to avoid future contention.

A glaring example of wanting to 
get rid of the itch in yonkers politics 
ever since her appointment is yon-
kers Deputy mayor Susan Popper 
Gerry. She was not forthright with 
the public; she toyed with the media. 
She said she would move her domicile 
to yonkers. She claimed it would be 
close and convenient to her husband’s 
“salt mine” in new Rochelle. it was a 
ploy. She got caught in a deceptive lie 
/ ploy. mayor mike Spano came to 
her defense claiming the yonkers City 
Council gave her a waiver. When ad-
vised the yonkers City Council did not 
have that right, one of mayor Spano’s 
staff discovered it was mayor Spano 
himself who wrote and signed a waiver 
for ms Gerry, dismissing her need to 
establish her domicile in Coy. The 
document upon which mayor Spano 
name was undersigned was not in his 
signature. one would require an expert 
to ascertain the signatory. Ratcheting 
the scam to greater heights, Deputy 
mayor Gerry advised WP11 tV re-
porter mario Diaz she has established 
residence in yonkers but had yet to 
take up residence.

negating the “make believe” tale 
is the daily limousine commute un-
dertaken by Deputy mayor Gerry 
from her domicile in Lewisboro, new 
york, to Yonkers, New York on a daily 
round-trip basis. Aiding and abetting 
this sordid tale of deceit are media who 
refuse to take these aberrations of con-
duct anathema to the tenets and intent 
of the yonkers City Charter who are 
more concerned about finding a “win-
ner” with the deepest pockets from 
which advertising dollars may be real-
ized. The equation is simple enough, 
advertising dollars or ethical conduct? 
you guessed right… Yonkers Tribune 
chooses to be trained on the ethi-
cal roads. The rest will have to define 
themselves as the dollars bills blow.

Right, Wrong, and Responsible
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF OBJECT OF ACTION SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK  COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER ACTION TO FORECLOSE A TAX LIEN INDEX NO. 
64619/12 T11 FUNDING, Plaintiff, vs. VICKY PELAEZ, AMERICAN EXPRESS CENTURION 
BANK, JOHN DOE (Said name being fictitious, it being the intention of Plaintiff to designate any 
and all occupants of premises being foreclosed herein, and any parties, corporations or entities, 
if any, having or claiming an interest or lien upon the premises.), Defendant(s). MORTGAGED 
PREMISES: 17 CLIFTON AVENUE, Yonkers, NY 10705 SBL No. 1.-20-16.17 TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANT: You are hereby summoned to answer the Complaint in this action, and to 
serve a copy of your answer, or if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a notice 
of appearance, on the Plaintiff(s) attorney(s) within twenty days after the service of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of service (or within 30 days after the service is complete if this Summons is 
not personally delivered to you within the State of New York). In case of your failure to appear or 
answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. The 
Attorney for Plaintiff has an office for business in the County of Erie. Trial to be held in the County of 
Westchester.   The basis of the venue designated above is the location of the Assessed Premises.  
Dated this 30th day of January, 2013,  Gross, Polowy & Orlans, LLC, Attorney(s) for Plaintiff(s), 
25 Northpointe Parkway, Suite 25, Amherst, NY 14228  TO: VICKY PELAEZ, Defendant(s) In this 
Action. The foregoing Summons is served upon you by publication, pursuant to an order of HON. 
WILLIAM J. GIACOMO, JSC of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, dated the 23rd day of 
January, 2013 and filed with the Complaint in the Office of the Westchester County Clerk, in the City 
of White Plains.  The object of this action is to foreclose certain valid, unpaid and subsisting Yonkers 
City and Westchester County Tax liens sold pursuant to a Tax Lien Certificate dated May 11th, 2011, 
and sold by the City of Yonkers, which Certificate was recorded in the Westchester County Clerk’s 
Office. The property in question is described as follows: 17 CLIFTON AVENUE, YONKERS, NY 
10705 SEE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with the 
buildings and improvements thereon erected, situate lying and being in the City of Yonkers, County 
of Westchester, State of New York, known as No. 17 Clifton Avenue and designated on a certain 
map entitled, “Map show sub-division of property belonging to Harry C. Horton and Mary H. Lewis 
situated at Van Cortlandt Terrace, City of Yonkers, N.Y.” made by M. Lorini, C.E., dated May 20th, 
1925 and filed in the Office of the Register of Westchester County on August 31st, 1925 as Map No. 
2880, as and by the lot numbers 16 and 17 in Block 20, and being more particularly bounded and 
described as follows: BEGINNING at a point on the westerly side of Clifton Avenue at the north-
easterly corner of Lot No. 18 on the map above described; RUNNING THENCE south 59 degrees, 
12 minutes, 30 seconds west one hundred one and thirteen one- hundredths (101.13) feet to a 
track in stake;  THENCE north 30 degrees, 47 minutes, 30 seconds west fifty (50) feet;  THENCE 
north 59 degrees, 12 minutes, 30 seconds east one hundred eight and twenty one-hundredths 
(108.20) feet to the westerly side of Clifton Avenue; THENCE along the westerly side of Clifton 
Avenue, fifty and fifty-seven one-hundredths (50.57) feet to the point or place of BEGINNING.  HELP 
FOR HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLOSURE NEW YORK STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT WE SEND 
YOU THIS NOTICE ABOUT THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY. 
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME. IF YOU FAIL 
TO RESPOND TO THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT IN THIS FORECLOSURE ACTION, YOU 
MAY LOSE YOUR HOME. PLEASE READ THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT CAREFULLY. 
YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT AN ATTORNEY OR YOUR LOCAL LEGAL AID OFFICE 
TO OBTAIN ADVICE ON HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF. SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND 
ASSISTANCE The state encourages you to become informed about your options in foreclosure. In 
addition to seeking assistance from an attorney or legal aid office, there are government agencies 
and non-profit organizations that you may contact for information about possible options, including 
trying to work with your lender during this process. To locate an entity near you, you may call the toll-
free helpline maintained by the New York State Banking Department at 1-877-BANK-NYS (1-877-
226-5697) or visit the department’s website at WWW.BANKING.STATE.NY.US. FORECLOSURE 
RESCUE SCAMS Be careful of people who approach you with offers to “save” your home.  There are 
individuals who watch for notices of foreclosure actions in order to unfairly profit from a homeowner’s 
distress.  You should be extremely careful about any such promises and any suggestions that 
you pay them a fee or sign over your deed. State law requires anyone offering such services for 
profit to enter into a contract which fully describes the services they will perform and fees they 
will charge, and which prohibits them from taking any money from you until they have completed 
all such promised services. § 1303 NOTICE NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR 
HOME If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the 
attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the 
answer with the court, a default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home. Speak to 
an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer 
the summons and protect your property. Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop 
this foreclosure action. YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH 
THE COURT. DATED: January 30, 2013 Gross Polowy Orlans, LLC Attorney(s) for Plaintiff(s) 25 
Northpointe Parkway, Suite 25 Amherst, NY 14228.  The law firm of Gross Polowy Orlans, LLC 
and the attorneys whom it employs are debt collectors who are attempting to collect a debt. Any 
information obtained by them will be used for that purpose. 294265
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OP-ED

By BOB K. BOGEN
The loss to new york, city and state, as 
well as beyond, from the loss of Edward 
irving Koch is enormous. This is, even 
this year, felt clearly by readers of The 
Westchester Guardian as a result of his 

many opEd articles, [as well as the movie reviews] he 
wrote in these pages until his very last weeks. Although 
i did not always agree with his opinions, it has been a 
personal honor over the last couple of years to have my 
rants appear next to his serious observations.

in any event this is a time to celebrate an amaz-
ing life, well lived, to the benefit of us all. our Editor 
in Chief, Hezi Aris, provided an excellent celebration 
of Koch in last week’s edition that is worth re-reading. 
Koch, with all his stubborn, irreverent, peculiarity, he is 
identified as the quintessential mayor, the quintessential 
new yorker. He left his multiple terms in the u.S, Con-
gress to serve multiple terms as mayor of new york at 
a time of the city’s nadir, at a time of economic disaster, 
severe housing decay, crime, corruption and dissolution.

over it all he led the city largely out of that mess, 
with the city’s disastrous sense of self-doubt. many cur-
rent and earlier mayors, governors, and other official 
leaders came to his funeral. The towering figure of the 
current mayor, michael Bloomberg, no slouch himself, 
said, “no mayor, i think, has ever embodied the spirit of 
new york City like he did… and i don’t think anyone 
ever will.”

to top it all, as his coffin was carried up the center 
aisle, the temple’s 10,000-pipe organ played a pop tune, 
but that was felt to be ‘singularly appropriate’ for the fu-
neral. The song was actually composed the year Koch 
became mayor: “new york, new york.” The New York 
Times reported, “the organ swelled from a pianissimo to 
a full fledged forte,” playing that tune as the mourners 
rose in swelling applause.

i was not there, but permit me to report that i just 
had to stop writing this in order to rub my eyes and 
blow my nose, in honor of such moving recognition.

i recall Jacqueline Kennedy onassis used to say 
about Jack that he was, in the French parlance, “un 
Guy,” inimitable, ultimately unique, beyond any com-
parison. Well, i suppose we will have to say Ed Koch 
was also ‘un guy.’

The last great campaign for Koch was his impres-
sive organization of reform for our pathetic new york 
State legislative redistricting process in order to prevent 
the extremely serious corruption of our representa-
tive election system. He well knew that drawing and 
redrawing the borders of single-member districts for 
State lawmaking bodies has for generations been the 
principal exercise in winning control of legislation. This 
involves ‘packing’ the ‘others’ into as few districts as pos-
sible and ‘surgically’ creating Gerrymanders, in whatever 
salamander shaped forms necessary, for your own voters 
to control as many districts as possible. newly devel-
oped use of computers has been a very powerful tool in 
this effort to prevent representative government.

Although this heinous game can be played by both 
major parties across the nation, our traditional geo-
graphic rural patterns, even in new york State, has led to 

an almost universal Republican Party dominance in use 
of Gerrymandering. in fact over recent weeks a serious 
effort was made to use Gerrymandered Congressional 
districts to destroy majority selection of the President. 
if the plan had been in effect in november, Romney 
would have been ‘elected‘ President, even though he had 
millions of votes short of a majority!

Somehow, sanity has actually led governors and 
other Republican leaders to slack off their initial sup-
port for such crimes against democracy. But as usual, 
vigilance is essential to restrain such Republican cor-
ruption, along with widespread voter suppression and 
Gerrymandering that produced a current federal House 
of Representatives with major Republican dominance 
even with more than a million voter majority for the 
Democratic Party!

As you can imagine this distortion of democracy 
is self-perpetrating as the party controlling state legis-
latures controls the pattern of Gerrymandered districts 
in their favor

ultimately Koch sadly did not achieve significant 
progress in his campaign for non-partisan redistricting. 
in fact that is no surprise. Big money in government has 
little toleration for any effort to reduce their manipula-
tion of our so-called representative government.

Despite the pedantic research on Gerrymandering 
reported in The New York Times a week ago, the only 
serious hope to beat the almost inevitable use of serious 
bias in single-member district mapping is to abandon 
that archaic system. Perhaps single-member election 
districts made some sense, back before folks had hors-
es, and God forbid, horseless carriages. Then we lived 
mostly in villages and nearby farms where we knew 
folks that we could visit by walking to discuss fairly 
common interests.

This is a different world. our interests in govern-
ment cannot so easily be limited by arbitrary single-
member districts. This was clear a century and a half 
ago when leaders in various European nations invented 
Choice Balloting for elections at-large, to proportion-
ally represent various views. This system almost totally 
eliminates manipulation, and so is blocked by the big 
money, who prefer scope for their destructive work.

Another great new york mayor, Fiorello LaGuar-
dia, managed to win its use for ten years in the city, 
before moneyed interests found an excuse in the elec-
tion of some socialist and thus managed to end it. Even 
before LaGuardia in the 1930s, it was a major aspect 
of the nationwide City manager, good government re-
forms. over the world it is more and more used. But 
grotesque concentration of wealth here is not interested 
in its public understanding and prevention of their ma-
nipulation of government. Perhaps “social media” and 
increasing public education will bring it to use.

Bob K. Bogen served as comprehensive long-range facilities 
planning director for the New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission; as a major United Nations official 
in Pakistan; and Principal Representative of Architects/ 
Designers/ Planners for Social Responsibility to the United 
Nations. Comments by named readers can be directed to his 
office at: BobKBogen@hotmail.com

A Last Hurrah for Ed Koch and His 
Election Approach

mailto:BobKBogen@hotmail.com
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OP-ED

By DAMON K. JONES
A false report is a crime 
governed by federal 
and state laws, which 
vary by state, involv-
ing a person who, with 

intent to deceive, knowingly makes a 
false statement that is material to the 
criminal investigation of a crime and 
makes the statement to peace officer 
or law enforcement official. Any per-
son who makes a [false report] [false 
statement] to a law enforcement of-
ficer is guilty of a crime.

What are the elements for prov-
ing the crime of filing a False Police 
Report?

in order to be found guilty of the 
crime of filing a false police report, a 

state prosecutor must prove the fol-
lowing elements beyond a reasonable 
doubt: the false report or statement 
was made by the defendant, the false 
report was offered in response to le-
gitimate inquiries by a police officer, 
the statement addressed a material fact 
about an offense, incident, or crime 
within the police officer’s concerns, the 
defendant made the statement know-
ing that it was false, the defendant 
made the false report with an intent to 
deceive, obstruct, or hinder the officer 
from preventing the crime or appre-
hending a person in connection with 
the crime.

of these elements, the most im-
portant ones involve the terms “intent” 
and “knowing”. That is, the defendant 

must have knowledge that the report 
or statements are false. Also, they must 
have made the false report with the 
intention that it leads to an obstruc-
tion of police activity. Thus, a person 
will not be found guilty if they offer a 
false statement, which they reasonably 
believed, was true.

What happens when the person 
that has made the false report is a law 
enforcement officer? Should that law 
enforcement officer be held to the 
same standards as any civilian?

in my 23 years in Law Enforce-
ment, i was always taught that every 
report you write, the report is a “legal 
document”. The officer can always be 
called to re-account his/her statement. 
As the old timers say, “you never want 

to end up in Foley Square”. meaning, 
you never want to be in Federal Court. 
now days, we don’t have to go to Foley 
Square in manhattan. Federal Court 
is right here in White Plains and it 
has been an revolving door of cases of 
questionable law enforcement integri-
ty, accountability and blatant disregard 
of civil and human rights.

unfortunately, this is the case of 
the shooting of DJ Henry. in october 
2010, Henry was shot and killed by 
officer Hess through the windshield 
of his car while Hess sprawled on the 
hood of the car. The Henry family and 
their attorney, michael Sussman says 
that mount Pleasant Police Chief 
Louis Alagno and Lt. Brian Fanelli 
deliberately covered up crucial details 

of the fatal shooting of their son to 
protect the police involved.

According to the Henry family, 
Fanelli wrote in his report that “offi-
cer Beckley stated that he believed he 
was going to be killed by the vehicle 
and that he drew his weapon and fired 
at the car.”

in his federal Court deposition, 
officer Beckley said he told Fanelli 
that he was actually aiming at Pleas-
antville officer Aaron Hess because 
he saw him as the aggressor. He fired 
one shot at Hess as he clung to the 
hood of Henry’s vehicle. officer Beck-
ley also stated that he informed Lt. 
Fanelli that he shot at officer Hess, 
who was the aggressor, the threat, not 

Police Crimes Continue in Westchester County with No Accountability

Continued on page 19

By MATT BARBER
in coming days the Boy 
Scouts of America will 
decide whether to vio-
late – eliminate, really 
– its own mission state-

ment, oath and law by changing its 
policy to allow, within its ranks, Scouts 
and Scoutmasters who are open prac-
titioners of the homosexual lifestyle. 
Sadly, to do so would destroy BSA’s 
credibility as a “morally straight” orga-
nization. Such foolhardy capitulation 
to extremist pressure groups would 
spell the demise of Scouting as we’ve 
known it.

The Prince of the Earth seeks to 
corrupt and ultimately destroy all that 
is righteous, honorable and good. it’s 
little wonder, then, that for years the 
Boy Scouts have faced a malicious 
and unrelenting assault at the hands 
of those “who call evil good and good 
evil.”

These attacks have played out 
in both the federal courts and in the 
court of public opinion. Still, notwith-
standing multiple decisive victories at 
the u.S. Supreme Court, left-wing 
bullies appear to have worn the BSA 
leadership down to such point that 
this hitherto honorable organization 
is seriously deliberating a move most 
dishonorable.

if the BSA, with its proud tradi-
tion of teaching millions of young 
boys how to become honorable young 
men, gives in on this, the organization 

is toast. oh, it might limp along as 
something else – something entirely 
different, worldly and weak – but its 
long history as an upright, ethical and 
God-honoring safe-haven for boys 
will come to a disgraceful close.

With her characteristically 
thoughtful analysis, Laurie Higgins 
of the illinois Family institute lays 
out the Boy Scout mission statement 
and oath in a column headlined, “Save 
the Boy Scouts of America.” She then 
demonstrates how BSA’s proposed 
policy change does violence to both:

The BSA mission statement:
The mission of the Boy Scouts of 

America is to prepare young people to 
make ethical and moral choices over their 
lifetimes by instilling in them the val-
ues of the Scout oath and Law.

The Boy Scout oath:
on my honor i will do my best To 

do my duty to God and my country and 
to obey the Scout Law; to help other 
people at all times; To keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake, and 
morally straight. [emphases added]

“How does the BSA promote 
fidelity to God,” asks Higgins, “if it 
permits men or women who affirm 
that which God views as detestable 
(i.e. homosexual acts) to serve as role 
models and leaders?”

“There exist objective truths re-
garding sexual morality,” she contin-
ues, “truths which if violated mar the 
image of God imprinted on men and 
women. When men have sex with 

men or women have sex with women, 
they demonstrate a profound disre-
spect for God and for themselves, 
which, although less important, vio-
lates the Boy Scout Law, which asserts 
that ‘a Scout is … reverent.’”

indeed, like Higgins, millions of 
parents with young Scouts prefer to 
bask in the white glow of objective 
truth, rather than drown beneath the 
dark mire of political correctness. The 
homosexual lifestyle and sexual moral-
ity are unambiguously incompatible, 
notwithstanding a morally relative, 
postmodern zeitgeist that proclaims 
otherwise. Such morally minded val-
ues amount to “hate” or “homophobia” 
to the same degree that acknowledg-
ing earth’s roundness amounts to su-
perstition.

“no one is arguing that homo-
sexual men and women are devoid of 
admirable values and traits that boys 
would be well-served to emulate,” 
concludes Higgins. “What many are 
arguing is that the affirmation of a ho-
mosexual identity is not one of them.”

in the past, the BSA has recog-
nized this simple reality – a funda-
mental truth observed by every major 
world religion, thousands of years of 
history and uncompromising third-
grade biology: Homosexual behavior 
is always wrong in every way.

Still, under immense socio-politi-
cal – indeed spiritual pressure, the Boy 
Scouts appear poised to play a very 
dangerous, self-deluded game of “the 

Scoutmaster wears no clothes.” They’re 
flirting with the queer idea of an about 
turn – of betraying both absolute truth 
and the very boys they serve.

instead of teaching young men 
to stand up to the bully, they would 
model surrender – teach them that, 
when you reach an adversarial fork 
in the road, take the primrose path of 
least resistance.

But it’s much worse than all that. 
We mustn’t ignore the pink elephant 
in the room; the Penn State factor. 
Should the BSA cave beneath the 
weight of sexual anarchist intimida-
tion, Scoutmaster Sandusky joins the 
jamboree.

of course, not every “gay” man 
– self-identified or otherwise – is a 
pedophile, but studies indicate that 
homosexual assaults against boys oc-
cur at an alarmingly disproportionate 
rate when compared to heterosexual 
assaults. The very act of a man mo-
lesting a boy unquestionably involves 
both same-sex attraction and homo-
sexual behavior (a “gay” by any other 
name…).

Consider, for instance, a study 
published in the Archives of Sexual 
Behavior, of over 200 convicted pe-
dophiles. it found that “86 percent 
of offenders against males described 
themselves as homosexual or bisexual.” 
This demonstrates, as noted by Peter 
Sprigg of the Family Research Coun-
cil, that “homosexual or bisexual men 
are approximately 10 times more likely 

to molest children than heterosexual 
men.”

no loving, self-respecting father 
in his right mind would leave his 
son in the care of – allow him to go 
camping with – an “out and proud” 
man whose very identity is somehow 
defined by the fact that he craves sex 
with other males.

i pray the Boy Scouts will remain 
faithful to their cause. i pray they will 
stay “morally straight” and not allow 
themselves to be bullied – “immor-
ally bent” – by child-corrupting “gay” 
extremists.

to be sure, the biblical model in-
structs that we both love and pray for 
those caught-up in homosexual sin, as 
with any form of sexual immorality. 
But to openly affirm such medically, 
emotionally and spiritually self-de-
structive behavior runs counter to all 
for which the BSA stands.

Don’t give in to the bullies, Boy 
Scouts of America. Honor your oath. 
Do your duty to God and country. 
Stay physically strong, mentally awake 
and morally straight.

Don’t give up on our boys.
otherwise, we’re giving up on 

you.
(Contact the BSA Board of Di-

rectors.)

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) 
is an attorney concentrating in constitu-
tional law. He serves as Vice President of 
Liberty Counsel Action. (This informa-
tion is provided for identification pur-
poses only.)  

Will Boy Scouts Commit Gay-Activist-Assisted Suicide?
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http://www.lc.org/index.cfm?PID=14102&AlertID=1546
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the car driven by DJ Henry.
According to the Henry family, 

mount Pleasant Police Chief Louis 
Alagno knew that the report was false 
when he briefed the media in the 
morning saying Beckley fired at the 
vehicle. in federal deposition, mount 
Pleasant Police Chief, Louis Alagno 
admitted he knew it was false. “He 
could provide no meaningful explana-
tion for his deception,” Sussman said, 
when speaking about Alagno’s deposi-
tion.

How can a Police Chief not ex-
plain why he made false statements? 
or maybe the more important ques-
tion is why a Police Chief would 
knowingly make false statements?

The deposition of officer Beckley 
takes away any credibility to the report 
of Lt. Fanelli, Police Chief Alagno 
and the shooter of DJ Henry, officer 
Aaron Hess. The Federal Deposition 
also makes us question what role did 
the Westchester County District At-
torneys office play in facilitating these 
false reports and what role does the 
Westchester County Chiefs Asso-

ciation in upholding ethical standards 
among the forty three municipalities 
in Westchester County? The West-
chester County DA’s office has turned 
a blind eye to alleged criminal acts by 
Police managment and police officers 
throwing the Civil and Human rights 
of taxpayers out the window.

According to what has been re-
vealed from Federal Depositions, Lt. 
Brian Fanelli deliberately falsified 
his report on the statement of officer 
Beckley. in plain English, he know-
ingly and willfully lied on an official 
document. in essence, Lt. Brian Fanel-
li filed a false report with the intent to 
deceive and obstruct true justice for 
the shooting of the young collage stu-
dent, DJ Henry and his teammates. 
According to the definition above the 
Police Chief Alagno and Lt. Fanelli 
committed no less than criminals act 
themselves.

Law Enforcement Professionals 
take an “oath of A public affirma-
tion of adhering to an oath of Honor 
is a powerful vehicle demonstrating 
ethical standards. two of the most ne-
glected areas of police work are code 

of ethics and oath of office. These two 
documents are the most important 
issues of truth and integrity a police 
department has with the community 
it serves.

Law Enforcement Professionals 
are an asset to the community. not 
holding the rogue officers, who cross 
the line accountable for what would be 
crimes if they were ordinary citizens, 
tarnishes the good work and dedica-
tion of the many law enforcement 
professionals that have done good 
deeds for the community at large.

Politicians and lawmakers in 
Westchester should be called to the 
carpet for an ineffective and failed 
system of law enforcement and for the 
lack of accountability that is running 
rampant. A life is lost, police lied on 
official documents and usual West-
chester Justice; nobody goes to jail.

Lt. Fanelli, Police Chief Alagno 
has shown us that police “can not” 
police themselves. it is time to il-
luminate bias and political influence 
on investigations when local police 
municipalities are both “investigat-
ing” and “prosecuting” each other. 

Appointment of a Special Prosecutor 
will ensure transparency in the Justice 
system, which is essential for building 
trust in the community we serve and 
for the ensuring that both the rights of 
victims and law enforcement officers 

are protected.
Damon K. Jones is the New York Repre-
sentative of Blacks In Law Enforcement 
of America.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Glenn Weissman: 347-353-6128
Nancy King: 914-831-1300
Hezi Aris: 914-562-0834


