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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Feature Section ................................................................................................................................. 3
Ability to Pay-Mayor Marvin .................................................................................................... 3
Minimum Wage Not About Poverty ....................................................................................... 4

Community Section ........................................................................................................................ 4
News & Notes from Northern Westchester ........................................................................... 4
Cultural Perspectives .................................................................................................................. 5
Economic Development ............................................................................................................ 6
Music .............................................................................................................................................. 7
Technology-Creative Disruption ............................................................................................. 8
The Vicissitudes of Life ............................................................................................................... 9
Eye on Theatre ............................................................................................................................10

Government ....................................................................................................................................12
Governance .................................................................................................................................12
Political Landscape ....................................................................................................................13
Winter is Coming ......................................................................................................................14
Analysis .......................................................................................................................................19
Hate ..............................................................................................................................................20

OpEd.................................................................................................................................................16
Middle East Forum ...................................................................................................................16
Letter to the Editor ....................................................................................................................16

Legal Ads ..........................................................................................................................................15 
Help Wanted ...................................................................................................................................15

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka, Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 
Office: (914)-576-1481 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday 
Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc.  
wattersonstudios.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

Of Significance

mailto:Forum....................................................................................................................WHYTeditor@gmail.com
mailto:Forum....................................................................................................................WHYTeditor@gmail.com
mailto:publisher@westchesterguardian.com
mailto:publisher@westchesterguardian.com
mailto:whyteditor@gmail.com
mailto:whyteditor@gmail.com
http://www.wattersonstudios.com
http://www.wattersonstudios.com
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
http://www.TheWritersCollection.com
http://www.TheWritersCollection.com
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
http://www.TheWritersCollection.com
http://www.TheWritersCollection.com
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
mailto:publisher@westchesterguardian.com
mailto:whyteditor@gmail.com


Page 3THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, DECEmbER 5, 2013 

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
During the recently 
ended New York 
State Legislative term, 
over 16,000 bills were 

proposed in just two years. Thankfully 
a vast majority of them died in com-
mittee. As Mark Twain said, “No man’s 
life, liberty or property are safe while the 
legislature is in session.”

No major reforms were under-
taken and very little legislation directly 
impacts the Village.

The binding arbitration law that 
allows firefighters and police to go to 
outside arbitors when an impasse is 
reached in negotiations was tweaked 
but not in the Village’s favor. It now 
uses “ability to pay” as the main driver of 
pay raises so any community who was 
frugal and amassed a fund balance for a 
rainy day will be penalized. In an ironic 
twist, arbitrators’ awards are not subject 
to the 2% tax cap, though the munici-
pality paying the raise is so bound.

A bill currently sitting on the 
Governor’s desk, though seem-
ingly innocuous, would set a new and 
unusual precedent. The proposed law 
would require local governments to 
provide mandatory training to local dog 
control officers. The local government 
would then be given the authority to 
solicit and accept funds from any public 
or private sector source to cover the cost 
of such training. This would be the first 
time that fundraising was allowed for a 
mandatory municipal purpose.

As a member of the Legislative 
Priorities Committee of the New York 
Conference of Mayors Association, I 
recently met with approximately 25 of 

my colleagues to prioritize an agenda 
for advocacy for the upcoming 2014 
legislative session. Priority one is an 
increase in revenue sharing funds from 
the State which have decreased by over 
7% just since 2009. For decades, the 
original fairly thought out “revenue 
sharing” formula, intended to redis-
tribute State tax revenues has been 
disregarded making the revenue stream 
inconsistent, unfair and unpredictable.

Mayors across the State support 
an increase in local funding based on 
a formula that takes into account the 
types and level of services a community 
must provide as well as the amount 
of tax exempt properties within local 
boundaries.

Continuing on the tax exempt 
subject, according to the New York 
State Comptroller’s Office, $680 billion 
in market value of real property in 
New York State (27%) is exempt from 
municipal taxes equating to approxi-
mately $17 billion yearly in foregone 
property tax revenue. However, the 
tax exempt entities need essential 
municipal services. A proposal that 
would permit municipalities to impose 
charges just to defray the cost of local 
services including police and fire pro-
tection, street maintenance and lighting 
seems only equitable.

The State of Massachusetts, in a 
unique experiment, called upon all their 
non-profits to voluntarily contribute 
commensurate with the services they 
received and many have responded in 
kind. Even if municipalities recoup only 
a portion of the expenses they incur 
serving tax exempt organizations, it 
would be a step forward.

As always, the elephant in the 
room is the New York State Pension 

System. Conservative estimates say that 
State and local employer contributions 
will more than double by 2016, adding 
nearly $4 billion to annual taxpayer 
costs leading logically to reduced 
services in tandem with property tax 
increases.

The current legislators, I would 
argue, are the true enemies of the 
loyal municipal worker as they ignore 
reforms to an unsustainable pension 
system. The end result could very well 
be a result like Detroit where hard-
working people are now getting 16¢ on 
the dollar in retirement.

At the very least the 3% employee 
contribution that was eliminated in 
2000 should be reinstated. It would still 
give municipal workers a 97% versus 
3% contribution rate, unheard of in any 
other existing industry.

My fellow local lawmakers also 
want to exempt costs to repair aging 
infrastructures from the current 2% 
property cap. Though school districts 
are exempt, despite one of the most 
aging infrastructures in the country, 
New York State communities are dis-
incentivized from doing any capital 
repairs as their costs are not exempt 
from the State tax cap.

Your Village Trustees, in an 
expression of the value of local control, 
routinely override the Governor’s tax 
cap legislation on principle though we 
rarely exceed the cap. We prefer to be 
accountable in local elections if we do 
not exert the fiscal controls Village resi-
dents expect.

My colleagues and I also support 
legislation to constitutionally prohibit 
laws or regulations which would 
impose a direct or indirect fiscal burden 
on local governments unless a parallel 
appropriation is made sufficient to hold 
local governments harmless.

FeatureSection
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CommunitySection

In addition, we will advocate that all 
current unfunded mandates such as the 
MTA tax be required to sunset in two 

years unless it could be shown they serve 
an essential purpose and a State funding 
source can be found to offset the cost to local 
governments.

Another very specific unfunded 
mandate is the requirement of local gov-
ernments to publish official notices in local 

newspapers. However, with the decline in 
newspaper circulation and the prolifera-
tion of Internet access, State law should be 
amended to allow local governments to 
leverage the power of the Internet to reach 
interested parties in a more timely, efficient 
and cost effective manner.

No longer can local government just 
advocate for positive change or for what they 
might need, we now have to play defense and 
constantly monitor the fiscal and regulatory 
effects of every potential bill.

As one of my colleagues said, “If local 
governments are not at the table, we may 

find ourselves on the menu.”

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion 
or comment, consider directing your perspective 
by directing email to mayor@vobny.com.

“Ability To Pay”
MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Continued from page 3

Minimum Wage is Not About Poverty
PUBLIC POLICY

By Prof. OREN 
LEVIN-WALDMAN
Minimum wage arguments 
centered on employment 
or poverty both miss the 
point. Opponents argue the 

standard model that raising the minimum 
will lead to lower employment. They cite 
a thirty year old study by the Federal 
Minimum Wage Study Commission that an 
increase in the minimum wage would lead 
to a reduction in teenage employment. The 
impact on adult employment was less clear.

Opponents also claim that only a small 
fraction of the labor market, around two 
percent, earns the statutory minimum wage. 
Therefore, its costs outweigh its benefits. 
Moreover, most minimum wage earners are 
either spouses or teenagers, not the primary 
breadwinners. Supporters say that most 
minimum wage earners are single mothers 
with children which places them among the 
ranks of the working poor.

Because the minimum wage has been 
viewed as a poverty issue it has become 

stigmatized along with other poverty 
programs. But the minimum wage was 
originally conceived of as a labor market 
issue. Adam Smith, whom critics of the wage 
often tout as the defender of free and unfet-
tered market, recognized in The Wealth of 
Nations that wages made a statement about 
the type of society we want to be.

Smith observed that the wages workers 
earn, especially compared to other countries, 
reflect the wealth and overall strength of 
the economy. A nation that pays its workers 
poorly may in part be symptomatic of a 
nation that either stands still or is in decline. 
A society that wants to maintain a strong 
and viable economy must choose the high 
road rather than the low road. The minimum 
wage is one institution that leads us towards 
a higher paid workforce where employers 
will have incentive to invest in their workers.

A hundred years ago economist Sidney 
Webb argued that a minimum wage was an 
efficiency wage. Better paid workers would 
be better able to support themselves. They 
would have more energy, their morale would 
be boosted, and they would become more 

productive. As a result, overall efficiency 
would improve.

Webb also says that a minimum wage 
would push employers to educate their 
workers. By investing in their workers, their 
workers would be returning to them greater 
value in exchange for the higher wage. The 
efficiency argument of a hundred years ago 
still holds true. Today competitive market 
theorists present the efficiency wage as a 
means to stop workers from slacking off. 
Workers who are better paid will not shirk 
for fear they will lose their higher paying 
jobs and be forced to take lower paying jobs. 
But employers who pay higher wages save 
on recruitment and training costs because 
higher wages also means that there will be 
lower turnover.

Early industrialists like Henry Ford 
recognized that higher wages would lead to 
economic growth when he set out to pay his 
workers $5.00 a day. Ford’s critics claimed 
that it was important for labor to be flexible 
and be prepared to accept lower wages when 
necessary in order to be employed. Ford 
maintained that if there was no middle class 

to purchase his cars, the auto market would 
never grow.

Reducing the minimum wage to anti-
poverty policy really does nothing more 
than divert attention from the real issue: 
because there are ripple effects increases in 
the minimum wage mean that employers 
not only have to pay their minimum wage 
workers more, but those earning above the 
minimum wage more too. In turn, those 
workers at rates above those will see their 
wages increase. Critics, however, will say 
this causes inflation, but, there is a difference 
between good inflation and bad inflation just 
as there is a difference between good cho-
lesterol and bad cholesterol. This was clearly 
understood by designers of the minimum 
wage in the first place.

Returning the minimum wage to the 
labor market is about shoring up the middle 
class. We as a nation pretend to care about 
the middle class, but we continue to push 
flexible labor policies where low-wages and 
no benefits are deemed to be essential to be 
remaining competitive in a global economy. 
A nation without a middle class cannot 
remain competitive.

To return to Smith for a moment, 
he wasn’t just making a macroeconomic 

argument, he was also making a moral one. 
What kind of society are we if we cannot 
maintain a middle class? Conservatives who 
tout free competitive markets and flexible 
labor also trumpet family values. The reality 
is that a wage sufficient for oneself and one’s 
family to live with dignity is a matter of 
family values. It is time to move beyond the 
partisan talking points of family values and 
the middle class and truly embrace policies 
that support both.

Oren Levin-Waldman is professor of public 
policy in the School for Public Affairs at 
Metropolitan College of New York (olevin-
waldman@metropolitan.edu ) and author of 
several books on wage policy. They include: Wage 
Policy, Income Distribution and Democratic 
Theory (Routledge 2011); The Political 
Economy of the Living Wage: A Study of Four 
Cities (M.E. Sharpe 2005); and The Case of 
the Minimum Wage: Competing Policy Models 
(SUNY Press 2001). He is a researcher for 
the Employment Policy Research Network 
(EPRN), and some of his work can be found 
at http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/
oren-levin-waldman.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
We hope everyone had a 
great Thanksgiving, our 
family sure did as we ate, 
drank and solved many 
world problems over a won-

derful dinner, then naps & football. I am 
re-charged and ready to start this week’s “full 
and happy” edition of “News & Notes.”

Pace University in Pleasantville raised 
over $19,000 at its first all-night dance 
marathon to benefit Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital at Westchester Medical Center in 

Valhalla; nearly 300 members of the Pace 
community and friends of the hospital 
attended the P4K (Pace for Kids) marathon.

Congratulations to our friend and 
Scarsdale resident Brandon Steiner for being 
named Humanitarian of the Year by the T.J. 
Martell Foundation for Leukemia, Cancer 
and AIDS Research.

The Katonah Museum of Art is featur-
ing 20-minute portrait sessions with local 
portrait artists on Sunday, December 8th, at 
12:00pm. So come commission a portrait for 
the family fireplace mantle, that is if you can 

get your family to sit still long enough.
My parents met on a blind date at the 

movie version of “White Christmas,” which 
is now on stage at the Westchester Broadway 
Theater in Elmsford through January 12th.

The Fox Lane Middle School is holding 
a book sale on December 5th on campus 
in Bedford. The book fair will have a panel 
of eight novelists who will discuss reading, 
writing, and life. There will be a book signing 
to follow, so come check out the great books 
and holiday gifts.

The Bedford Hills Christmas tree 

lighting is set for Saturday December 7th at 
dusk at the train station. Retiring Bedford 
Hills Library Director Rhoda Gushue 
will be honored by the Bedford Hills 
Neighborhood Association by lighting the 
holiday tree.

Phi Sigma Sigma will host its ninth 
annual Holiday Bazaar in Pleasantville on 
December 8th collecting donations for the 
National Kidney Foundation.

Teens come to the Field Library in 
Peekskill on December 9th and make a 
winter ornament, great for decorating or 
giving as a gift. All supplies included free of 
charge.

This year Caramoor is celebrating the 

holiday season with a variety of concerts 
including musical sing-along fun for the 
entire family. A variety of musicians will 
perform starting Thursday, December 5th 
and run for two weeks. In addition to this 
festive event you can join others in a tour of 
the beautifully-decorated Rosen House and 
enjoy a special tea for the season. The tea may 
help improve my singing voice…

Here is a fun way to go shopping 
this holiday season… The Jewish Family 
Congregation in South Salem is hosting a 
clothing swap on December 10th. Bring a 
bag of clothes you don’t wear anymore, and 
find something else to put in your closet. 

Continued on page 5

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2011/05/mayor-marvins-column-by-mary-c-marvin.html
mailto:mayor@vobny.com
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
mailto:olevin-waldman@metropolitan.edu
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman
http://www.employmentpolicy.org/people/oren-levin-waldman


GOVERNMENT

Page 5THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, DECEmbER 5, 2013 

By SHERIF AWAD
Latin artists, directors and 
celebrities walked on the 
red carpet when the 3rd 
Annual Festival de Cine La 
Orquídea 2013 was inaugu-

rated on November 15 in Cuenca, Ecuador. 
The gala night in the Carlos Cueva Tamariz 
Theater was highlighted by the premiere of 
Europe Report, the first English language 
film directed by Ecuadorian filmmaker 
Sebastián Cordero. Cuenca is the capital of 
the Azuay Province. It is located in the high-
lands of Ecuador at about 2,500 m (8,000 
feet) above sea level. The center of the city is 
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Trust 
site because of its many historical buildings. 
The festival concluded on November 22, 
2013.

Among the important selections of 
this film festival, the Singaporean produc-
tion Ilo Ilo that won the Camera d’Or 
Award at Cannes 2013. The simple yet cap-
tivating story focuses on Mr and Mrs Lim 
(Singaporean actor Chen Tianwen and 
Malaysian actress Yeo Yann Yann) who hire 
timid Filipino maid Terry (Angeli Bayani) 
to take care of their son Jiale (Koh Jia Ler). 

Terri is purposefully framed at a bookshop, 
slipping away through the side gate while 
anxiously awaiting to pick up Jiale after 
dismissal from school; Jiale makes Terry’s 

days and nights extremely difficult, making 
the viewer wonder why she tolerates being 
a maid to the family. Then we realize that the 
maid had left her own son back home with 
her sister. In time, the maid and the young 
boy slowly connect in a mother-son like 
relationship which is the catalyst that exacer-
bates Mrs Lim’s maternal rage and jealousy. 
Mrs. Lim is the boy’s real mother. Ilo Ilo 

received best film at the 50th Golden Horse 
Award, which is the Taiwanese equivalent of 
the Oscars.

Shown at Sundance 2013, I Used to 
Be Darker is an independent American 
drama about Taryn, an Irish runaway who 
seeks refuge with her aunt and uncle in the 
U.S. only to discover that they are on the 
verge of divorcing. The film has some very 

emotionally charged scenes revealing the 
complexities and a reality for many modern 
families.

Silent, black and white, expressionist: 
the Spanish production Blancanieves is a 
triumph of “real” cinema and invention. It is 
part folk culture and Iberian poetry, and part 
post-modern masterpiece in which the aes-
thetic of silent cinema – with its quotes and 
its expressive forms, become the dominant 
power in storytelling. The film is a Gothic 
version of Snow White where the seven 
dwarfs are toreros (matadors on foot), and 
the setting is Seville in the 1920s. When 
the bullfighting “little people” save the life 
of a young woman with amnesia, they call 
her “Blancanieves” after the famed fairy tale. 
What they are all unaware of is that she is 
Carmen, the daughter of the once great 
matador, Antonio Villalta.

Mauricio Cadena Grijalva, the 

Continued on page 6
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ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL
YOU’RE GOING TO FEEL THE DIFFERENCE

OUR TOTAL HIP REPLACEMENTS
ARE FULLY ENDORSED

ST. JOHN’S RIVERSIDE HOSPITAL’S
REVOLUTIONARY NEW APPROACH
FOR HIP REPLACEMENTS OFFERS
LESS PAIN AND FASTER RECOVERY.

St. John’s Riverside Hospital is one of the few 
medical facilities in Westchester to offer the 
Computer Assisted Anterior Procedure for 
Orthopedic Hip Replacement surgery.

Restore your active lifestyle 
with little to no pain

NICK BAVARO, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

There will be refreshments and raffle prizes.
A Candlelight Christmas Concert will 

be presented on December 20th at 7pm at 
the Assumption Church in Peekskill, fea-
turing Mario Tacco, Mary Mancini and the 
Victor Springs Quartet.

The trees are lighting up all over town…
If you missed the big tree in Rockefeller 

Center, don’t fret, the Scotts Corners tree 
lighting will take place on December 7th 
at 5:00pm and the Bedford Village tree will 
light up on December 6th at 7:00pm.

There are so many opportunities this 
month to spread holiday cheer by singing 
loud for all to hear. The Charis Chamber 
Voices will have their holiday concert on 
December 7th at the Presbyterian Church in 
Mount Kisco. On the same day the Bedford 

Hills Elementary School will host a fun-
filled Winter Fest. The Canticum Novum 
Singers present Welcum Yule a holiday 
concert also on Saturday, December 7th.

Good luck to former Bedford AD Rod 
Mergardt as he takes the vacant Tuckahoe 
School District athletic director position.

The Mistletoe Mart opens on 
December 7th at the Bedford Presbyterian 
Church from 9:30am to 3pm.

The Open Door Foundation is once 

again collecting toys for children from 
families of less fortunate means, so please 
drop off unwrapped toys at 30 W. Main 
Street in Mount Kisco, for details call 
914-502-1468.

It is always smart to beat the holiday 
rush late in December, so if you are looking 
to get a jump start on your Christmas 
shopping or need a last minute Hanukkah 
gift, stop by all the local stores throughout 
Northern Westchester. You’ll be able to find 
unique presents for everyone on your list, and 

isn’t community giving and support what 
this time of year is all about?

With Thanksgiving come and gone, I 
just wanted to thank you for reading and get 
ready for a festive holiday season…see you 
next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.

La Orquídea Festival
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Mauricio Cadena, the director of 
programming of La Orquídea Festival.

I Used to Be Darker.

Europa Report.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
Continued from page 4
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director of programming of La Orquídea 
Festival in Cuenca, worked for eight years 
in Edoc, the Quito Documentary Festival, 
first as an assistant programmer then as a 
general coordinator. His cinematic career 
began as production coordinator in Ratas, 
Ratones, Rateros (1999) and as video assistant 
in Crónicas (2004), the early two Ecuadorian 
films by Sebastián Cordero. Cadena also 
had a chance to work as a second assistant 
director to Taylor Hackford in Proof of Life 
(2000), the American thriller that was par-
tially shot in Ecuador with Meg Ryan and 
Russell Crowe.

The idea of La Orquídea Festival in 
Cuenca was conceived by Paúl Carrasco 
Carpio, the prefect of the Province of Azuay. 
It was called “La Orquídea” because Azuay is 
a major exporter of orchids around the world. 
Orchids also metaphorically reflect diversity 
and beauty, aspects related to cinema. Both 
Carpio and Cadena shared the belief that 
Cuenca was a logically suitable place to 
start a film festival because of its beautiful 
scenery and its welcoming people who tend 
to be interested in the arts and culture. They 
decided to not charge an entrance fee to the 
festival in order to make the festival open and 

more inclusive to the public. “Since the first 
edition, we dedicated the festival to young 
cinema, the first and second films by Latin 
filmmakers”, said Cadena. “The international 
section contains films by directors who have 
been at the helm of their fourth or fifth film”. 
In other words, we promote young film-
makers and also Ecuadorian cinema. We 
also have a documentary section with focus 
on performing arts, a retrospective section, 
and an animation section. We are hoping 
that these elements will grow in upcoming 
editions of the festival with films that also 

resonate with people”.
While the festival features colorful selec-

tions, Cadena doesn’t want to it to be only an 
exhibition of films. “We are trying to help 
rising Ecuadorian filmmakers to improve 
the quality of their films given the expansion 
of our national film production”, explained 
Cadena. “This expansion allowed us to make 
a panorama of Ecuadorian cinema this year 
and might also allow us to conduct a national 
film competition next year. Moreover, in the 
context of improving the quality of new 
film, we have a lab of screenplays which is 

an initiative destined to help Latin filmmak-
ers to polish the early drafts of their scripts. 
We also help Ecuadorian filmmakers with 
post-production services. Paul Federbush, 
the director at Sundance Institute, is visiting 
our lab this year to evaluate it for future col-
laboration and support”.

Cadena intends to make some of the 
selections for the festival travelling about the 
surrounding Cuenca area to reach an even 
larger audience not able to attend the festival 
in Cuenca.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

La Orquídea Festival

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Blancanieves. Ilo Ilo.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- United 
Citizens for a Better New Rochelle 
(UCBNR) announced today, November 
26, 2013, that they consider tonight’s vote 
by the City Council to abandon Forest 

City’s proposed development at Echo Bay 
a resounding success for the residents of 
New Rochelle. Bradley Richmond, one 
of the founding members of UCBNR, 
remarked, “Ultimately, there was bipartisan 

opposition to this project, two republicans 
and two democrats, once again proving that 
smart economic development belongs to 
all parties.” The group acknowledged and 
extended their gratitude to City Council 
members Lou Trangucci, Al Tarantino and 
Ivar Hyden, who early on recognized the 
negative impact this proposal would have on 
the city. Jeffrey Hastie, one of the founding 
members of UCBNR also remarked, “Al, 
Lou, and Ivar have always supported our 
efforts to ask questions, analyze the numbers, 
and advocate for the best possible project.”

UCBNR also thanked all the City 
Council members who ultimately put 
their constituents interests above all else. 

“We also specifically want to recognize 
Councilwoman Shari Rackman’s openness 
to meeting with us and listening to our 
concerns. She was inquisitive and thoughtful 
in her approach, which is exactly what we’d 
expect from our elected officials,” remarked 
Dmitry Khaykin, a founding member of 
UCBNR. Additionally, they thanked the 
thousands of citizens of New Rochelle 
who joined together to exercise their con-
stitutional rights and stood up for the best 
interests of all. Lastly, the group thanked 
local media blogger, Robert Cox, founder of 
Talk of the Sound, for his investigative report-
ing. Cox reported on and published several 
important documents that provided critical 
information and led to significant inroads.

 “This positive result was far from 
our efforts alone; it never could have been 
accomplished without the widespread 
collaboration of people from every corner of 
New Rochelle.” said Howard Stevens, one of 
the founding members of the group. “We’re 
a city of 77,000 people, and yet for the first 
time since I’ve lived here, it felt more like a 
village.”

The group recognizes that the hard part 
begins now. “It’s easy to say no to something. 

It’s much harder to say yes. Our goal is to 
work with the City Council to promote 
sound development in our city,” said Adam 
Egelberg, one of the founding members of 
the group. Using the collective talents of its 
members, UCBNR plans to actively engage 
in sourcing and assessing positive revenue 
streams for the city.

“This is a win not just because we’ve 
stopped this project from financially crip-
pling our City and impeding our long-term 
prospects for growth, but because we’ve cata-
lyzed an unprecedented number of citizens 
from all walks of life and every corner of the 
city to take an active interest in the economic 
development and welfare of New Rochelle. 
This victory doesn’t mark the end of our 
efforts, only the first chapter,” said Andrew 
Newman, a founding member of the group.

UCBNR is a non-partisan organization whose 
mission is to educate and engage the community 
in order to foster economic growth and pros-
perity, ensure transparency and accountability 
of our government and improve the general 
welfare and standard of living of our City’s 
residents.

United Citizens for a Better New Rochelle Declare Victory in Defeating Forest City Ratner’s Proposed Development Plans for Echo Bay

Bruce Ratner

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873
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THE ULTIMATE KISS
TRIBUTE BAND!

Friday, December 6
A benefit for Breath from an Angel a 

memorial fund in honor of Tommy Chisholm

Playing the greatest KISS hits
“Rock ‘n Roll All Nite,” “I Was
Made for Lovin’ You,” “Detroit

Rock City,” and more!

ROCK SERIES

KISS ALIVE! KISS ALIVE! 

@RPlayhouse

80 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT
(203) 438-5795

www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org
/ridgefieldplayhouse

Linda Eder's 
Holiday Show
Sunday, December 8
Backed by a choir, Eder 
sings holiday classics and
standards in this great 
family show!

A Rockapella 
Holiday!
Thursday, December 12
The hippest & hottest a cappella
group!  With “Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer,” “The Dreidel
Song” and more!

BROADWAY & CABARET SERIESBROADWAY & CABARET SERIES

Holiday 
Spectacular
Thursday & Friday
December 19 & 20
Join Broadway Star Debbie
Gravitte and more for a fun night
of holiday classics…and SANTA!

BROADWAY & CABARET SERIESBROADWAY & CABARET SERIES

John Tesh 
Big Band 
Christmas
Saturday, December 21
Tesh and his big band are
swingin’ into the season with holi-
day tunes in the big band style!

BROADWAY & CABARET SERIES

The Nutcracker
Saturday & Sunday 
December 14 & 15
Join Clara as she dreams of
Sugar Plum Fairies, dancing
Snowflakes and a battle be-
tween the Evil Mouse King and
her beloved Nutcracker Prince.

Children’s Series

BROADWAY & CABARET SERIESBROADWAY & CABARET SERIES
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“It ’s Worth the Visit!”
UNIQUE GIFTS WITH GLOBAL SP IR IT

(More items than ever!!!)

GIFT SHOP

M A RY K N O L L  S O C I E T Y  M I S S I O N  C E N T E R 
55 Ryder Rd. Ossining, NY 10562 | 914.941.7636 ext. 2427
HOURS: Mon-Sat 10-3, & Fri Dec. 13: 6-8 (before Christmas 
Concert) & Sun Dec. 22: 10-3 | CLOSED: Nov. 28-Dec. 1 & Dec. 24

 Nativities
 Jewelry
 Scarves & Shawls 
 Alpaca Items
 Fair Trade Items
 Children’s Gifts

MUSIC

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

2013 Seasons Greetings: 
Five Christmas/Holiday Recordings

Since its ‘65 debut Vince Guaraldi’s trio LP 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” has stood-
out as a Christmas classic. The much-loved 
Peanuts animated special was an overnight 
sensation when it first aired on national 
television, and this hip soundtrack intro-
duced innumerable amounts of children 
to jazz music. Original compositions 
like (“Skating”, “Linus and Lucy”, “and 
Christmas is Coming”) are brilliant, quirky 
and humorous, and memorable jazz compo-
sitions of substance. Guaraldi was extremely 

gifted interpreting Charles 
Schulz’s characters into fas-
cinating musical forms. The 
score also includes favorite 
Christmas carols plus three 
bonus tracks that were not 
issued on the original LP. 
This CD edition of “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas” 
is unique from its predeces-
sors as the deluxe packaging 
is glorious and addition-
ally includes a twenty page 
booklet. It s called the 
“Snoopy Doghouse 

Edition” as the CD is housed in a sleeve that 
cleverly unfolds to a replica of Snoopy’s dec-
orative abode, that also comes with cut-out 
replicas of the Peanuts gang Linus, Lucy, 
Snoopy, and Charlie Brown with individual 
stands for each figure. Spread the Christmas 
spirit by setting-up and displaying this entire 
package beneath your tree, then fire-up 
your CD player and listen to this new 
edition of “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” 
w w w. C o n c o rd M u s i c G ro u p. c o m 

 
Originally issued on Atlantic Records’ sub-
sidiary label Cotillion, “Funky Christmas” is 
a holiday compilation offering performances 
by various soul and jazz artists. All in all six 
artists are highlighted; Luther who later 
went solo as Luther Vandross, John Edwards, 
Margie Joseph, and the Impressions were 
all well known soul acts. Plus two jazz stars 
saxophonists Lou Donaldson and Willis 

“Gatortail” Jackson. Each performer con-
tributes two songs per for a total of twelve 
tracks. Vandross was just twenty-five when 
these two tracks were waxed and are dif-
ficult to find elsewhere. John Edwards who 
later joined the Spinners is produced by 
the legendary David Porter. Margie Joseph 
is produced by Motown’s Lamont Dozier. 
Long gone were Curtis Mayfield and Jerry 
Butler from the Impressions but these covers 
of “Silent Night,” and “I Saw Mommy 
Kissing Santa Claus” are memorable. On the 
jazz side tracks by “Papa” Lou Donaldson 
and Willis “Gatortail” Jackson are tasteful 
instrumentals that are well known covers 
but unfortunately (jazz aficionados need to 
know) no individual musician credits are 
provided in the liners. This edition marks 
its CD debut, and adds 2013 liners by book 
author Gene Sculatti who also wrote for 
Billboard & Rolling Stone magazine. www.
RealGoneMusic.com

Continued on page 8

http://www.concordmusicgroup.com/
http://www.realgonemusic.com/
http://www.realgonemusic.com/
http://www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org
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Fifteen Christmas tunes, your purchase 
(download or physical CD) will benefit our 
brave wounded veterans who fought so that 
we might live in freedom. This is Volume 2 
of the Westchester All Stars “Christmas for 
Wounded Veterans.” Rock and blues writer 
and singer Bill Edwards assembled this 
second edition which is an eclectic Christmas 
CD that should rock you throughout the 
holiday season. It features local Westchester 
singers and songwriters as well as celebrity 

guests. Grammy nominee and former New 
York Yankee Bernie Williams as well as 
soap opera star. Eden Riegel. From the 
local Westchester scene Dave Keyes, The 
Renovators, Johnny Feds, and executive 
producer Bill Edwards author and perform 
catchy and original contributions. Note: 
These Westchester All Stars will be per-
forming on 12/6 at the Tarrytown Music 
Hall to additionally aid wounded veterans. 
www.WestchesterAllStarsChristmas.com 

Poppa’s Kitchen’s “A Rockin’ Hanukkah” 
is a fine and unique recording for all religions. 
“Hanukkah… say it loud, sing it proud…” 
is a solid rocking tune, and “My Favorite 
Hanukkah” is a warm and emotional song. 
No matter if you celebrate Hanukkah and/
or Christmas, or whatever; their lyrics will 
remind everyone what the holidays should 
be about. There are many wonderful songs 
that will remind you of your youthful days 
with your family. My personal favorite 
“Lonely Hanukkah” has hysterical lyrics that 
will make you smile. This is a perfect gift 
for the holiday season, offering their take 
on the tradition of Hanukkah. Long story 

short; this disc will be a nice fit as a good 
stocking stuffer for anyone’s holiday. www.
PoppasKitchen.com

“Christmas In New Orleans” by the 
Dukes of Dixieland (with arrangements 
by the Dukes, Brian O’Neill, and Charlie 
Brent,) features guests like singer Luther 
Kent, the Pfister Sisters, and Moses Hogan’s 
Gospel Choir. It mixes a tasteful gumbo of 
Christmas carols and spirituals in an upbeat 
and positive groove. There are several instru-
mentals like The Dukes adding second-line 
treatments on a playful “O Tannenbaum” 

and stomping through the classic “Sleigh 
Ride.” From the vocals side “Come Home for 
Christmas” and “Second Line Santa” show-
cases the woefully underrated and powerful 
vocals of Big Luther Kent. Plus there are 
the harmonies of the Pfister Sisters who 
are reminiscent of the Andrews Sisters on 
“Winter Wonderland” and a well arranged 
cover of “The Christmas Song.” “This Little 
Light of Mine” showcases Moses Hogan’s 
gospel choir with Ben Smith’s smart 
trombone playing and Crescent City sounds 
from the piano of Scott Obenschain. It‘s 
unfathomable not to get into the Christmas 

spirit listening to this uplifting Christmas 
outing. www.DukesOfDixieland.com

There you have it: From Charlie 
Brown’s Christmas to Funky Christmas 
tunes, needed help for the Wounded 
Warriors via the Westchester All Stars, 
Rockin’ Hanukkah songs, and some spicy 
mixes of Christmas from the Big Easy. 
There’s got to be something here to share 
with family and friends. Happy holidays 
and merry Christmas to all and to each and 
every one of you: have a very healthy and safe 
holiday season. And don’t forget to share all 
you can afford with your loved ones, close 
friends, and acquaintances. Yo-ho-ho.

Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 
celebrating 13 + years on the air at WFDU 
- http://wfdu.fm , 24x7 On Demand 
Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/
show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds of Blue 
is the most pledged to program for 5 con-
secutive years. Senior Contributing Editor 
to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com, http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

MUSIC

The Sounds of Blue 
Continued from page 7

The Jobs Scam
TECHNOLOGY – CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
On January 9, 2007, Steve 
Jobs gave a masterful pre-
sentation at MacWorld in 
San Francisco, introducing 
the first iPhone. I’ve been 

watching presentations by Jobs since the 
early Apple II days-- at an International 
Apple Core meeting, a Rosen Research 
Conference, and introducing the NeXT 
operating system NeXTStep during his 
“years in the wilderness” away from Apple. 
I saw those in person and have watching 
countless videos of his product introductions 
and talks, including his wonderful Stanford 
University Commencement Speech 
in 2005 (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UF8uR6Z6KLc). Jobs was 
an outstanding speaker with a flair for the 
dramatic who knew how to captivate an 
audience (often made up of Apple fanatics, 
already panting to be captivated).

The iPhone introduction was special, 
though, even among all the mezmerizing 
Jobs performances that I’ve witnessed. It 
was special to me because I have used it a 
number of times to kick off lectures on a 
subject that I’m passionate about “Creative 
Disruption”-- how technological innovation 
changes the world around us, often under 
the radar until we or someone close to us 
loses a job. Even without my particular focus, 

the presentation was special -- Jobs was mas-
terful, teasing the crowd before defining the 
product, extolling its features, and then dem-
onstrating them.

He began by stating that Apple was 
introducing three major products -- an 
improved iPod, a superb Internet phone 
(Apple’s first), and a powerful portable 
Internet device (also Apple’s first). He repeated 
the names of the three devices over and over 
as the crowd roared and then said “Ok -- you 
got it” and then confirmed that the “three 
devices” were really one -- the iPhone!

Looking back from my perspective, that 
was not only the day that Apple introduced 
a breakthrough product, a portable phone 
with features better than any to date; it was 
the day that Jobs changed the world for 
millions:

By eliminating the need for carrying 
BOTH a cell phone and a music player and 
by linking iTunes and the music player to 
the Internet, Apple put the final “nails in the 
coffin” for Tower Records, New York City’s 
famous Colony Records, and the legion of 
small music stores throughout the country.

Through the inclusion of a digital 
camera, began the deathwatch for Kodak 
and the many mall film processing stores 
throughout the country (there are now more 
pictures taken on iPhones than any other 
camera in the world).

With the introduction of the on-glass 
pop-up virtual keyboard, Apple dramatically 
reduced the weight of the unit and threw 
competitors such as Blackberry, Qualcomm, 

and Palm into downward spirals.
In short, Apple had not only introduced 

a product to do battle with its competitors 
in the computer and electronics industries, it 
had caused major disruptions and loss of jobs 
in two non-computer industries -- music 
and photography. It had also given Apple 
a major stronger position vis-a-vis the cell 
phone carriers (AT&T, Verizon, etc.) than any 
mobile phone provider previously had.

It was a masterful performance and laid 
the groundwork for the introduction of the 
iPad three years later. Soon Google, with 
its “Android” operating system supporting 
devices for many manfacturers, was to enter 
the fray as the only real competitor to Apple.

The real age of Mobile Computing 
began on that January 7th day with Apple’s 
iPhone introduction -- an introduction that, 
in retrospect, changed our understanding 
and appreciation of computing. There was, 
however, one “nit” that has just come out. 
The introduction was a scam! Instead of 
Jobs saying “The iPhone is ..”, he should have, 
to be truthful said “The iPhone will be .. “ or 
The iPhone has been designed to ..” The iPhone 
didn’t work and the introduction had been 
gimmicked to make it appear that it did. 
Jobs had never gotten successfully through 
any practice for the introduction as the 
phone kept malfunctioning either through 
hardware or software problems.

According to a recent (and, in my 
opinion, very well done) book, “Dogfight: 
How Apple and Google Went to War and 
Started a Revolution” by Fred Vogelstein, 

Apple engineers were so concerned that 
things might blow-up completely at the 
introduction that they sat together in the 
dark Moscone Center with flasks of scotch 
being inbibed as each of their particular 
presentation section successfully completed. 
Each understood what a disaster it would 
be for the company if the product blew up 
during the introduction. They also under-
stood well what it would also do to their 
careers; if they didn’t, Jobs had made it very 
clear for them -- Vogelstein quotes one of 
the engineers describing how Jobs drove 
them, “Mostly he just looked at you and very 
directly said in a very loud and stern voice ‘You 
are f-----g up my company’ or ‘If we fail, it will 
be because of you.’”

To make up for the many problems, 
Apple gimmicked the introduction by:

Having AT&T set up a portable 
cell tower so that cell reception would be 
guaranteed.

Programming the demo machines to 
show “five bars” of cell connection strength 
no matter what it really was.

Changing the Wi-Fi frequencies to 
Japanese frequencies, not permitted in the 
US, so there could be no contention from 
any in the audience.

Setting up multiple demo phones so, 
if one crashed with memory problems, Jobs 
could seamlessly switch to another.

With all of the potential disaster points, 
the introduction went off without a hitch --- 
it was flawless – some of the originally fearful 
Apple execs said it was the best introduction 

that they had ever seen (http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=x7qPAY9JqE4) 
– and those drinking scotch were fairly ine-
briated by the end of the introduction.

By the time the iPhone shipped a 
little over six months later, on June 29th, the 
problems had been corrected – the only post-
shipping problem was incidents of “dropped 
calls” and Apple was able to blame AT&T 
for that (later analysis showed that Apple was 
at least partially culpable for the problem). 
Apple is now on its model 5S and phones 
bearing the Android operating system are 
collectively selling more than iPhones – so 
Steve Jobs changed the world by lying to us.

It’s not unusual for technology execu-
tives to claim features for their systems as 
being present when they really aren’t – they 
believe that their technical staff can make 
the necessary changes before the system is 
delivered. I know that I did it as an officer of 
a Wall Street Consulting firm when making 
pitches to prospective clients – when asked 
if we had some system routine that I knew 
we did not have, I’d quickly analyze the com-
plexity of the change and, if I determined 
that our programming staff could rapidly 
implement the modification, I would con-
fidently say “Yes,” sometimes tempering my 
answer with “I should have an analyst sit down 
with your operational staff to insure that what 
we’re doing totally fulfills your requirement” 
-- that would lock up the definition for our 
programmers. If I knew definitely that there 
was no-way-in-hell that it could be done in a 

http://www.westchesterallstarschristmas.com/
http://www.poppaskitchen.com/
http://www.poppaskitchen.com/
http://www.dukesofdixieland.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF8uR6Z6KLc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF8uR6Z6KLc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7qPAY9JqE4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7qPAY9JqE4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7qPAY9JqE4
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FLEETWOOD 
RENOVATED APARTMENTS FOR RENT

80 West Grand Street,  Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated, Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
$1350/month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms • Granite Counter Tops
 New Cabinets, Stoves & Refrigerators, Credit Check Required 

Available Immediately   Call Management Office for details:

914.632.1230

-

800.872.7405  •  203.324.4090 

City Carting of Westchester
Somers Sanitation

B & S Carting
AAA Paper Recycling

Bria Carting
CRP Sanitation

www.citycarting.net

Commercial • Industrial
& Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Cleanup Containers

Turn-Key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station
 

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer & Recyling Services

Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - FREE Estimates

On-Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service
8 Viaduct Road, Stamford, CT  06907

reasonable amount of time, the answer 
would be “No. We’ll have to estimate that as a 
post-implementation modification.” – in other 
words, let us put the system in without it and 
we’ll make the change – and bill you for it.

If the above sounds harsh or deceitful 

in some ways, it is – but it led to successful 
and customer-satisfied implementations 
for Morgan Stanley and Company; Smith 
Barney, Harris Upham; Dominick & 
Dominick; Alex Brown & Co.; Wheat 
First Securities, Bankers Trust, and many 
other firms that existed in the 1960s, ‘70s 
and ‘80s (before the great mergers of the 1990’s) 
---- but I always had a working system with 

software that could be modified by a crack-
erjack programming staff; Jobs did not really, 
according to the Apple sources interviewed 
by Vogelstein, have anything working in the 
iPhone.

What he did have was supreme con-
fidence in both his employees and himself 
and was willing to play “you bet your company” 
on this confidence – and he changed the 

world as we knew it – now it seems that we 
“always had cell phones” – but it was only less 
than seven years ago that Steve Jobs lied to 
the world.

Creative Disruption is a continuing 
series examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 

world as we knew it is no more
Links to other writings, Podcasts, 

& Radio Broadcasts at http://www.
johnmac13.com; hear my inter-
view of The Westchester Guardian Editor 
Hezi Aris at www.blogtalkradio.com/
rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show

The Jobs Scam
TECHNOLOGY – CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued from page 8

One Prompt Too Many
THE VICISSITUDES OF LIFE

By BOB MARRONE
Before I get rolling, Happy 
Thanksgiving to one and 
all, especially the men and 
women who continue to risk 
life and limb in our conflicts 

overseas.   I will have more to say about this 
before I vent my spleen a little bit.  

Every Thanksgiving I buy my grand-
children modest gifts to kick off the holiday 
season.  The boy gets his annual Hess Truck; 
while his younger sister gets something 
fitting for whatever her current interests 
happen to be. It was during the second stop 
that some fuse blew inside of me, and an 
otherwise nice start to the holidays turned 
into a bad mood.

After I made my selection…a stuffed 
animal with a light in its stomach…I got on 
line to pay for it with my credit card.   Now 
I know this is a generally a rather unevent-
ful process that ought not to bother me, 
I really do, but it does.  It goes back to my 
days on Wall Street when I read the research 
report on how retailers were going to cash 
in by making us swipe our own cards, press 
a few buttons and answer a question about 
the numbers on our cards.  It was only tens 
of pennies a transaction, but those little coins 
add up in the course of a day.  The powers 
that be were thrilled that they could get us 
to do one more of their jobs for them.  So 
right off the bat I feel used, even like a bit of a 
chump.  And heaven forbid I forget to hit the 
right button, or slide my card in the correct 
direction; then it’s time for the lecture.  Over 
time, like the Omega Dog in a tough pack, 
I have accepted my subordinate status as just 
another capitalist tool.  

But today, it was different.  Today, 
when I went up to the register, the clerk 
asked me if I had an xmark card (no brand 
names today).  I said “No,” He then asked 
if I wanted in on the sale of the candy bars 
conveniently displayed next to the register.  
Again, I said “No.”  Next, he asked if I had 
any coupons.  “No, I just want to buy this toy.”  
So I swiped my card, pressed the button to 
confirm the amount, another to approve 

the authorization, told the clerk the other 
four digits on my card, and waited for the 
approval. Suddenly there was yet another 
prompt emanating from the swipe pad.  “Do 
you want to donate to (No brand names 
today) The Foundation for the Miserable 
and the diseased?”  By this time I would not 
have donated a cent to have Kate Upton visit 
my home in a bikini.  Um, I should probably 
rethink that one.  Anyway, something broke 
inside me.  It was the last straw following a 
week of last straws.

It seems to me that if retail outlets care 
so much for this or that charity, they ought 
to be digging in their own pockets or asking 
us to go dollar for dollar.  But even the latter 
would annoy me if it’s in the store, because 
I know they are using our habitual behavior 
and loss of patience in a cynical effort…they 
are conditioning us like Pavlov’s dogs…to 
behave a certain way.  I hate them for it.  I 
hate them because if they really cared about 
people they would pay the help better and 
give them benefits.  I hate them because they 
have been trained to push us to the limits of 
our politeness to get us to purchase one more 
thing, or spend one more dollar.

And, yes, you are correct if you thought 
it was not just this one event. Sunday, the 
football game was unlistenable because 
the broadcaster was unable to complete a 
sentence without selling me something or 
giving the action on the filed a sponsor.  “Jake 
Spurn’s broken collar bone is brought to you 
by the Ace Splint Company, the people who 
keep you stiff.  Speaking of stiff, another 
product to help your love life is…”  Well, you 
get the drift.  Earlier today my cell phone’s 
auto spell facilitated a message to a loved one 
that she needed several colonoscopies.  All I 
wanted to say was “Happy Thanksgiving xo.” 
I really am going mad.

Last month, a bit of unwanted software 
hijacked my computer.  It gave me pop-ups, 
bright flashes, loud bongs and more ads on 
one screen than you can see in all of Times 
Square.  And the more I tried to stop it, 
the worse it got.  More prompts, more ads.  
Worse still, with each click to enter a real 

http://www.johnmac13.com/
http://www.johnmac13.com/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/rapidtalk/2013/10/13/the-johnmac-show
http://www.citycarting.net


Page 10 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, DECEmbER 5, 2013 

site, I had to answer prompt after prompt to 
get there.  So I did what any sensible man 
would do; I answered a prompt for “spyware” 
that would cure my problem.  They saw me 
coming, or is it typing?  That little piece of 
code wrapped itself around my computer 
like a spider’s silk around a housefly.

I get prompts on my smart-phone, 
auto-calls at dinner and commercial texts 
that offer to hook me up with nymphs from 
hell, or is it heaven?  I get an average of ten 
catalogs a day because I ordered an LED 
lamp for the next black out.  Mommy, please 
make it stop.

Really, it is our lives that are being 
hijacked.  It seems we are always doing 
what someone else wants us to do, or at least 
having to say “No!” all day.  And did I tell you 

that I have over thirty passwords? I am done.  
The smart phone is going away at the end 
of the year in exchange for a flip with text.   
All my friends and relatives will be told that I 
will only answer personal emails at the end of 
the day, and that non urgent phone messages 
will likewise be returned at my convenience; 
same for texts.  Really, I am done.

I am also slimming down to one bank, 
one insurance company and one set of 
doctors.  Facebook?  I will have one for work, 

but not one for my personal life.  The latter 
gets closed as soon as the new one is up.  

Now for the bright side of my holiday: 
Those in our armed services, thank you again.  
I ran into one of our own in the grocery 
store yesterday while on the line waiting to 
be fleeced.  He had a broad powerful chest, 
a proud bearing, and a titanium prosthetic 
where his right shin should be.  He also 
had a lovely five-year-old daughter who is 
lucky her dad made it home.  They got me 

thinking of how grateful I was to him and 
his ilk.  Now there I thought was a good 
reason for giving thanks.   It also got me 
thinking that we should be doing more for 
these people.  Indeed, we as individuals, and 
our government, should set aside money and 
time to those who have given us so much.

That is a prompt worth responding to. 

Bob Marrone is an author and freelance writer.

By JOHN SIMON
We now have a sort of 
mini-repertory theater with 
Harold Pinter’s “No Man’s 
Land” and Samuel Beckett’s 
“Waiting for Godot” in 

alternating performances. The leads in both 
shows are two eminent British thespians 
(knighted though they discreetly forgo men-
tioning the Sir), Ian McKellen and Patrick 
Stewart, stars of stage and screen. Both are 
highly popular, though neither, in my view, 
quite makes it to great.

The Pinter was originally acted by John 
Gielgud and Ralph Richardson, compared to 
whom the incumbents, however remarkable 

to the American eye and ear, are not exactly 
small potatoes but no Lucullan feast either. 
They are supported in both plays by fine 
American actors, Billy Crudup and Shuler 
Hensley, whose secondary roles, however, 
can take them only so far, especially when 
they are misdirected.

“No Man’s Land” is full of what in 
Pinter—to my thinking a minor play-
wright and Beckett imitator—comes 
out as mystification, in which the joke is 
merely in the contrivedly paradoxical and 
self-contradictory, whereas to Beckett the 
absurd but meaningful comes as spontane-
ously as greenness to grass. We have here 
Hirst, a mentally somewhat beclouded and 

physically labile rich man who has picked 
up and brought home with him Spooner, a 
penniless fantast with pretensions to being 
a poet.

They are not young men, and, appar-
ently, not homosexuals; but Hirst is rather 
helpless and Spooner an accomplished 
moocher. Their interplay is fairly amusing, 
what with Hirst’s stunted responses to 
Spooner’s bravado, at least in the first act until, 
near the end, Foster and Briggs, two toughs 

seemingly also living there appear, though, 
one doesn’t know with what function and 
status. Foster especially, is quietly menacing.

In Act Two, the following morning, 
everybody is better dressed and smoother, 
Foster even serving Spooner a champagne 
breakfast. It seems that Hirst and Spooner 
have known each other at Oxford, where the 
latter cuckolded the former, but the former 
snatched Arabella, a great beauty. A sophis-
ticated rivalry obtained between them, one 
that obstinately still persists.

The problem with Pinter’s absurdism, 
I repeat, is that it feels arbitrary and excogi-
tated, including those by now notorious 

Pinter pauses, their length precisely specified 
in the script, and as calibrated (or as empty) 
as the dialogue. Sean Mathias has directed, 
on the whole, judiciously.

The bald Stewart, here wearing a wig 
that makes him look rather like Christopher 
Plummer (would that it were he), strives 
for yet doesn’t quite achieve the requisite 
hauteur, but will pass. McKellen, no matter 
whom he plays, displays an almost parodic 
upper-class accent full of artsy retards in a 
kind of fruity delivery, whose affectations 
actually work quite well for the character 
in a pseudo-Gielgudian way. Hensley may 
somewhat exaggerate Foster’s scowling 
menace, but Crudup is just right, and both 
manage tolerable British accents.

Rather too bizarre is Stephen Brimson 

Starshine and Sunshine
EYE ON THEATRE

Ian McKellan as Spooner and Patrick Stewart as Hirst in “No Man’s Land”.

Shuler Hensley as Briggs and Billy Crudup as Foster in “No Man’s Land

Patrick Stewart as Hirst in “No Man’s Land”.

Ian McKellan as Spooner in “No Man’s 
Land”.

Patrick Stewart as Vladimir and Ian 
McKellan as Estragon in “Waiting for Godot”

Shuler Hensley as Pozzo and Billy Crudup as Lucky in “Waiting for Godot”

Continued from page 9
One Prompt Too Many

THE VICISSITUDES OF LIFE

Continued on page 11
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 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928Celebrate The Holidays at Ciao! 
ITALIAN CUISINE

Zagat Rated “Excellent” • Voted “Best Italian Restaurant ” Westchester Magazine, 2006

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon.-Thurs. Noon - 10PM • Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon -11PM
RESERVE NOW FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES: 2 PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE SEATING 75 & 100

Ciao • 5-7 JOHN ALBANESE PLACE, EASTCHESTER  • 914.779.4646 •   www.ciaoeastchester.com

EYE ON THEATRE

Lewis’s set with its minimal appointments 
but pretentious walls that suggest a grandly 
coffered ceiling of which, however, there 
isn’t any. The costumes, though, by the same 
hand, are felicitous, as is the American Peter 
Kaczorowski’s lighting.

Venue Details: Cort Theatre, 138 
West 48th Street , New York, NY 10036. 
Box Office: (212) 239-6200. Tickets By 
Telephone: (800) 901-4092.

Production photos of Harold Pinter’s “No 
Man’s Land” by and courtesy of Joan Marcus

With “Waiting for Godot,” however, 
Sean Mathias misses all possible points. 
Although Vladimir (Didi) and Estragon 
(Gogo) are tramps, they tramp about too 
sedulously. Though qu-vaudevillians, they 
are meant also to be symbols. Didi’s troubles 
with his hat, i.e.. head, suggest the intellectu-
al’s problems; Gogo’s aching feet in too tight 
boots suggest the common man’s difficulties 
with getting on. The brutal rich man, Pozzo, 
with his slave, Lucky, surely stands for capi-
talism cruelly exploiting the underclass, but 
while the roles are reversed in Act Two, the 
exploitation remains the same.

Mathias, instead, has the pair indulg-
ing in outrageousness of speech, behavior 
and getup, with mere clownishness prevail-
ing. The French academic Bernard Lalande 
observes, “Man [i.e., humankind] is not con-
fronted with duty a la Corneille, or passion a 
la Racine. He stumbles over derisory obsta-
cles. He is tragic because he is ridiculous . . 

. . It is everyday life that is tragic, it is living 
that is torture.” But the director gives us only 
vulgar circus.

Here Stewart’s Didi is hardly differ-
ent from McKellen’s Gogo, except that the 
latter’s diction—a grand display of rubato 
and melisma, with all vowels aspiring to 
diphthongisation, is out of place. Similarly, 
though the text stipulates a measly tree in a 
barren landscape, Brimson Lewis provides 
uncalled-for bits of nature and architecture.

Unsurprisingly, though, bolstered by 
advertisers and reviewers, the audience laps 
it all up, laughing, yelping and clapping 
like crazy at every crude, unscripted gag. 
But perhaps it is better than nothing for 
a masterpiece to be hailed for the wrong 
reason—like a banquet for the napkins 
rather than the cuisine.

Venue Details: Cort Theatre, 138 
West 48th Street , New York, NY 10036. 

Box Office: (212) 239-6200. Tickets By 
Telephone: (800) 901-4092.

Production photos of Samuel Beckett’s 
classic “Waiting for Godot” by and courtesy of 
Joan Marcus

The musical “Little Miss Sunshine”—
based like so much theater today on old 
movies—demonstrates either the inability to 
come up with new ideas or the craven refur-
bishing of a presumably proven text. It is the 
story of a dysfunctional family driving many 
miles in a decrepit car to a dubious chil-
dren’s beauty contest, where the family’s little 
daughter, the sweetly homely Olive, expects 
to be crowned Miss Sunshine.

There are loving but quarreling parents, 
Richard and Sheryl, embittered homosexual 
Uncle Frank, rebellious older son Dwayne 

The cast of “Little Miss Sunshine”.

Continued from page 10
Starshine and Sunshine

Continued on page 12

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
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By PEGGY GODFREY
The New Rochelle City 
Council meeting held 
on November 19, 2013 
had still not discussed the 
proposed zoning changes 

for the motor vehicle dealerships on Main 
Street. At the November 12th hearing two 
speakers had expressed conflicting concerns 
about the proposed changes to the zoning 
law, and whether the auto dealerships could 
comply with them. It was decided that the 
Department of Development staff would 
meet with the people involved to discuss the 
zoning changes under consideration.

Because of a proliferation of auto deal-
erships in the east Main Street area of New 
Rochelle, the adjacent neighborhood is 

clamoring for a change in the city›s zoning 
codes. Councilman Al Tarantino, whose 
district includes this east Main Street area, 
suggested needed zoning changes.

An early advocate for these zoning 
changes was Laraine Karl, a nearby resident 
who had witnessed what transpired with the 
Mercedes dealership recently constructed. 
She did not want the dealerships to come 
back and say they can›t comply with the 
city›s regulations, which is what happened 
with Mercedes. Their employees park in her 
neighborhood and on Boston Post Road 
yet they are not ticketed when necessary on 
Main Street. Karl said that since there are car 
dealers that are presently trying to expand 
in the area, it is propitious to consider these 
changes. Enforcement of proposed laws 

would protect the neighborhood.
The first speaker at the public hearing 

on November 12, 2019 was Amy Heyman 
who said Sun Haven residents applauded 
Councilman Al Tarantino for sponsoring 
the proposed legislation. Several dealers are 
planning to expand and Pepe Mercedes, 
which opened a short time ago, had nega-
tively impacted their neighborhood. Honda 
and other dealers plan to expand and new 
regulations are needed to protect the neigh-
borhood. Additional concerns not covered in 
the proposed regulations included the need 
for shielded indoor lights and the mini-
mizing of noise levels. Road testing of cars 
should be prohibited in the neighborhood 
and noise levels should be minimized.

The second speaker at the public 

hearing was Vincent Rippa, attorney for 
New Rochelle Honda, Toyota, Mazda and 
Dom Lea, owner of these companies. He 
asked the council to have an open mind and 
to request input from the dealers. He felt the 
dealers may not be able to comply with all 
the proposed changes and felt a constructive 
dialogue between the neighbors and dealers 
is needed so that the legislation will accom-
modate everyone.

New Rochelle Development 
Commissioner Luiz Aragon spoke at the 
New Rochelle City Committee of the 
Whole meeting about the need for land-
scaping along Main Street and better 
organization in the automotive lots. Aragon 
felt this would help the nearby neighbor-
hoods. Among the possible changes would 
be the examination of the exterior lighting. 
Parking area designations for customers, 
employees and cars for sale or repair or fin-
ishing work need to be specifically labeled 
with signs. Landscaping is also defined.

Aragon felt the visual effects of massive 
parking lots along the Boston Post Road 

needed buffers. Building designs need to fit 
in with the neighborhoods. In his view the 
permitted hours of operation should be left 
to the Planning Board when a new or revised 
plan is submitted. Unloading of vehicles 
should be on the dealership property, not on 
Main Street.

The proposed new rules would allow the 
area to generate tax revenue and improve the 
quality of life in the east end. Car dealers would 
have to abide by these rules and each car dealer 
lot would be mandated to have a building 
on the property instead of just a lot with cars. 
Councilman Ivar Hyden asked where the 
building would be required and was told the 
building must be in the dealer›s primary lot. 
Paul Vacca, Deputy Commissioner/ Building 
Official, felt the neighborhood needed to be 
protected from employees parking in it. A 
balance is needed, using the front of the dealer›s 
lot for a showcase and the rest for the automo-
biles in the back. The proposed changes would 
incorporate a design standard for dealerships on 
Main Street. Parking areas for employees, cus-
tomers and vehicle storage must be marked by 
signs. The buildings› scale and materials must 
be chosen to blend in with the neighborhood. A Cause For Paws Pet Adoptions

Siggy is an 8 yr. old, neutered male 
orange tabby. He is very calm and 
easy going, and is good with dogs, 
cats & kids.
 

Solo is a friendly and energetic 2 yr. 
old neutered male pit mix. He loves 
to play and go for runs. He is good 
with dogs, cats & kids.
 

To submit an adoption application or to inquire about other cats and dogs looking for homes, please contact 

cause4pawsny@aol.com

Whiskey is a very friendy cat who 
is looking for a loving home. He is 
good with dogs, cats & kids. Whiskey 
is a neutered male and is 2 yrs old.

Continued on page 13

practicing hostile mutism, and jovially ditsy 
Grandpa (Alan Arkin in the movie), who 
will give out like the car. Or perhaps the 
rather creaky vehicle of a musical.

The book by James Lapine based on 
Michael Arndt’s screenplay is not without 

its humor, but William Finn’s music cannot 
come up with a worthwhile tune despite 
acceptable lyrics. Still, Beowulf Boritt’s décor 
and projections are clever, and Lapine’s 
direction passes muster, as does the acting.

When I attended, the gifted Will 
Swenson was replaced by Will Erat (where 
there is a Will, etc.), who, though less appeal-
ing, did well enough. Stephanie J. Block is a 

persuasive Sheryl, and David Rasche is an 
appropriately lusty Grandpa. Spirited, too, 
are Rory O’Malley and Logan Rowland 
as, respectively, Frank and Dwayne. And 
Hannah Nordberg is a sassy, hard-working 
Olive, though less winning than the girl in the 
movie. The whole thing hardly rises above a 
not unlikable adequacy into something, not 
necessarily bigger, but securely better.

Production photos of “Little Miss 
Sunshine” by and courtesy of Joan Marcus

Venue Details: Second State Theatre, 
307 West 43rd Street @ 8th Avenue , New 
York, NY 10036. Box Office Tickets: (212) 
246-4422.
John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 

Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.

GovernmentSection
More Changes Proposed for New Rochelle Auto Dealers

GOVERNANCE

EYE ON THEATRE

Starshine and Sunshine
Continued from page 11
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By RICH MONETTI
A few years ago I was 
reading “The Proud Tower” 
by Barbara Tuchman. 
Detailing the turn of the 
19th Century and the 

anarchist movements that swept the world, 
violence played out against the backdrop of 
enormous gaps between rich and poor. The 
United States was not immune as William 
McKinley could attest. So I couldn’t help 
wonder how the vast poor allowed the rich 
to get away with this in a country that voted. 
Well, if you consider how easily Barack 
Obama is sold as a socialist, the explanation 
is pretty straightforward.

A learned acquaintance, though not 
necessarily from a historical perspective, 
described it to me this way. “If you give 
people the opportunity to be dependent and 
level the rewards - despite how hard indi-
viduals work - they’ll take the free ride and 
initiative goes out of society. But if you make 
your environment pliable to self-reliance 
where people are eager to seize opportunity, 
everyone will be better for it.”

Yeah, no kidding and for some reason 
conservatives feel the need to explain this 
basic facet of human behavior to liberals. 
Either way, he reasoned that Obama is wed 
to a philosophy of dependence - making the 
2012 election the most important election of 
our lifetime.

So instead of having common cause, 
we’re divided and conquered. And it’s not 
that I believe the liberal model of econom-
ics is always the better way to go. I’m for 
whatever works.

For instance, I find it curious that the 
corporate tax rate isn’t lowered so trillions 
of dollars of overseas business assets could 
come back here. At the same time, if giving 
the Koch brothers tax breaks creates more 
opportunity for me, I say give refunds – and 
in spades. The only thing, the remnants 
of the Reagan revolution has seen wages 
remain stagnant for 40 years and has the gap 
between rich and poor reaching unsustain-
able levels.

In accordance, unions have been deci-
mated with the political check they provide, 
money has overwhelmed the political system 
and the consolidation of the media delivers 
the divide and conquer message.

Of course, that’s nothing new, and 
I’m going apply the old English approach 

to the handoff that occurred here with the 
American Revolution. Just to let you know, 
I’m switching to Howard Zinn – if you’d like 
to get off this train.

The American Revolution – from the 
point of view of the common folk – was 

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD., 
YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. Rent  $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent $650/Month

Call for Details: 

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

GOVERNANCE

An annual inspection of the buildings by a 
Building Official is included.

Hyden commented that this legisla-
tion was important for that part of the city. 
Corporation Council Kathleen Gill sug-
gested there should be one parking space 
for every two employees. Councilman Jared 
Rice claimed the rezoning would revitalize 

the area, but suggested that current dealers 
should be grandfathered with current rules. 
He was told new regulations would apply 
in situations such as when Chevrolet and 
Honda go ahead with their expansion plans.

Councilwoman Shari Rackman was 
enthusiastic, saying this rezoning proposal 
is a «great idea.» Car dealers are a good 
source of income for the city but she did not 
want Main Street to look like a parking lot. 

Vacca noted many people are employed by 
these automobile dealers. Councilman Lou 
Trangucci questioned the need for annual 
inspections by the Building Department, 
adding he was opposed to it.

City Manager Strome said there 
is always a moratorium on all proposed 
changes starting from the date when the 
public hearing was set.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and former 
educator.

GOVERNANCE – POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

Divide and Conquer Politics Made Easy in America

More Changes Proposed for New Rochelle Auto Dealers
Continued from page 12

Continued on page 14

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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By LUKE HAMILTON
Winter is coming. The phrase 
was made popular with the 
success of the Game of Thrones 
series, but its resonance is 
elemental. Even in the height 

of summer, when a couple inches of snow 
sound like a refreshing break from the heat, 
contemplating the approach of winter triggers 
the impulse to prepare; to stock up. As any 
Midwesterner can attest, the thought of being 
caught, unprepared and lacking, in the dead of 
winter is enough to turn just about anyone into 
a “prepper”.

Just like the ants in the popular fable, 

it’s understood that work done in the spring, 
summer, and fall is to provide for the time 
when winter impedes the acquisition of 
resources necessary for life. As is often the 
case, this lesson, beautifully portrayed in a 
tale told to children, contains a truth which 
is vital to their development and functional 
participation in society. The ants work while 
the weather is nice; the grasshopper enjoys 
the nice weather while mocking the ants. The 
ants warn the grasshopper that he needs to 
prepare for bleaker times ahead; the grasshop-
per laughs and continues the party. Winter 
comes; grasshopper dies. Sorry Walt Disney, 
in the original version, the ants didn’t extend 
a grasshopper entitlement program to the 

shiftless-ne’er-do-well. They kept the door 
locked and turned up the Jimmy Buffet, 
content to bask in the fruits of their hard work 
and self-discipline.

The connection between the charac-
ters in the fable and the general character 
of our nation is unmistakable. As the Left’s 
punitive war on achievement continues 
apace, the number of ants in America con-
tinues to shrink. Much like the producers in 
Atlas Shrugged, the achievers in America have 
grown weary serving in their dual-role of 
culprit and scapegoat. We are told that the suc-
cessful among us are to blame for the problems 
we have, and at the same time, they be coerced 
to involuntarily serve as the salvation from 
these problems through their sacrifice. So like 
John Galt, they are disappearing; but instead 
of retreating to form an objectivist paradise, 
as Rand’s characters did, many of our ants are 
joining the ranks of the grasshoppers. 

Business after business is realizing 
that the most important number in the 
CEO’s Rolodex is their corporate lobbyist 
in Washington. Our bureaucratic regulators 
have engendered such a culture of corporate 
cronyism that businesses are forced to fall into 
line if they want a good spot at the taxpayer 
trough. So it follows that many of our newest 
grasshoppers are not lazy bums, but productive 
bums who are willing to play ball with Uncle 

Sam in order to avoid onerous regulation and 
financial deprivation. If Aesop were writing 
his tales today, no doubt he would include the 
unionization of the grasshoppers, leading to a 
very productive “protection racket” offered to 
the ants by the Grasshopper Fiddlers Local 
#1.

The ants’ warning about the arrival of 
winter does not carry the same weight that 
it once did, when our civilization was more 
dependent on the agrarian economy. Thanks 
to globalization, we can still get fresh produce 
and grain throughout the dead of winter. But 
the deeper meaning behind the ants’ warning 
is timeless. Winter is coming for Western 
Civilization and the work we do (or don’t do) 
today will be our provision in the days and 
years ahead. Our Grasshopper Government 
has done their best to make sure that we will 
be economically damned if we do and damned 
if we don’t. The fiscal realities facing most states 
and counties, to say nothing of the federal debt 
tsunami which hangs over us all, virtually 
guarantee that mere belt-tightening is not 
going to be enough. At some point over the 
next decade or so, our debt bubble will collapse 
and winter will truly arrive.

But taking one step further, we have 
a more significant reckoning ahead, if we 
refuse to make the most of these days we 
have left in the autumn of Western civiliza-
tion. Yes, the fiscal realities are frightening 
and far-reaching, but the spiritual and moral 
reckoning is more dire still. The character of 
our country is quickly changing from a nation 

of individuals who would wordlessly shoulder 
the task long-thought impossible, to a nation 
of demographic tribes which vie to see who 
can lodge the most grievous complaint with 
their bureaucratic administrator in the hopes 
of financial mollification. 

Winter is coming. The time to prepare 
for physical, economic, and spiritual depriva-
tion is now. Our government seems to be 
too-big-to-fail, but we know it is not. There 
is no nation under God immune from failure. 
Now is the time to help each other become as 
self-sufficient and well provisioned as possible. 
The answer is not joining the grasshoppers, 
as so many ants have done over the past few 
years, but to raise up stronger and smarter ants, 
and to remain prepared to slam shut the door 
to the ant-hill when our feckless leaders come 
knocking at the onset of winter’s chill embrace.
Luke Hamilton is classically-trained, 
Shakespearean actor from Eugene, Oregon who 
happens to be a liberty-loving, right-wing, 
Christian constitutionalist.  When not penning 
columns for ClashDaily.com, Hamilton spends 
his time astride the Illinois-Wisconsin border, 
leading bands of liberty-starved citizens from 
the progressive gulags of Illinois to [relative] 
freedom.  Hamilton is the creative mind/voice 
behind Pillar & Cloud Productions, a budding 
production company which resides at www.
PillarCloudProductions.com.  He owes all to his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose strength is 
perfected in his weakness.

Affordable, spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block building with one large 2,400 sq. ft. 
unit ($3,000 - mo) or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($1,500 each - mo).  All space is sub-
dividable. Simple, convenient arrangement. One separate unit has a full, ground-level garage 
door entrance already installed.  The other side can be modified in the same fashion. No extra 
administration fees. 6 month to 1 year rental options. Safe religious campus setting in Ossining.  
24x7 security.  7 day (8:00 - 6:00) access.  Building monitored and doors alarmed. Call Jim on 
(914) 941-7636 (x2395)

     STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

Office Space for Rent Prime Yorktown  
Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Maria:  914.632.1230

ARTS & Craft Vendors Wanted
Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to be held 
indoors in Bronxville, NY by Build-
ing Hope for the New Yonkers 
Animal Shelter New items only - 
contact: Julie 914-924-0708; Email: 
GingerJ415@aol.com 

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

COLLECTIONS SYSTEMS SUPERVISOR – WPCA
(Water Pollution Control Authority)
Annual Salary Range:  $74,805 – $96,237
Applications can be obtained at the 
City of Stamford Human Resources Division, 9th Floor
888 Washington Boulevard, 
Stamford, Connecticut
or at 
www.cityofstamford.org.   

HELP WANTED
CITY OF STAMFORD, CT

mostly just a switch in overlords. In turn, you 
hopefully chose the winning side or success-
fully bided your time, awaiting an outcome.

Nonetheless, the men at the top knew 
the discontented had to be placated, given 
the democracy of the few that was planned. 
The burden then was throwing a bone to 
just enough people to solidify their position. 

“There developed a white middle class of 
small planters, individual farmers, city artisans, 
who given small rewards for joining, would be 
a solid buffer against black slaves, Indians and 
very poor whites,” writes Zinn.

Of course, all those discontents left out of 
the Declaration struck fear in the upper crust – 
specifically if they unified across race and class. 
One part of the method involved the westerly 
movement of poor whites of their horrid 

economic condition. In turn, they would 
obviously be confronted by Native American 
trying to preserve their way of life.

The inevitable conflicts that arose made 
it understandably easy for whites to see the 
Indians as the enemy – rather than the rich 
who sent them there by design.

In terms of black and white, ferment-
ing racial hatred allied the white rabble to 
the plantation owner as easily as apple pie. 
Of course, this is all just one radical historian 
writing but has the formula changed. Poor 

whites in the south would rather hate blacks 
than find common economic cause – just 
look up at all the state houses still flying the 
Confederate Flag.

Couple that with Kenyan birth cer-
tificates, Obamacare equals Nazism and this 
center left president as the socialist standard 
bearer - the founding fathers wished they 
could have had it this easy. Then, there’s 2016, 
the film.

I didn’t see it but I saw the filmmaker 
state that serious economic troubles that 

have persisted under President Obama are 
by design so he can usher in a socialist Islamic 
State. That film grossed $33 Million. The 
names have changed, but the means haven’t.

All this said, I don’t have an answer to our 
ills. But if the conversation ends before it even 
starts and the advantage we have in numbers 
is lost to something that should have been 
figured out long ago – then what’s the point.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

Grasshoppers Fiddle While the Nation Burns
WINTER IS COMING 

Continued from page 13
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Escape Reality…
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BURCHMAN ASSOCIATES, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/3/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser 
& Panken, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste. 305 
White Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the Secy of State (SSNY) on June 26, 
2013.  Off. Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent for service on LLC. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 
16-J, Yonkers, NY 10701.   Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 

RON FRASCH ASSOCIATES LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/16/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 550 
Hardscrabble Rd Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

36-14 195TH STREET, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/3/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to C/O Stern Keiser & Pank-
en, LLP 1025 Westchester Ave Ste 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 
PRINCE 26, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 5/5/04. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to Veracity Development 199 Lafay-
ette St #1A New York, NY 10012. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Troy Curtis Events LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 8/20/13.  Of-
fice location: Rockland County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Feder Kaszovitz LLP, 845 Third Ave. NY, NY 
10022. Purpose: any lawful act or activity. 
 

The MP LAW GROUP, PLLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/11/13. Office in 
Westchester Co.; SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The PLLC at 240 
North Ave., Suite 212, New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HARRISON REAL ESTATE GROUP, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 9/11/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
287 Bowman Ave Purchase, NY 10577. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

TENANT KING LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/2/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to C/O Michael 
Rossi 44 Loop Rd Bedford, NY 10506. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: Michael 
Rossi 44 Loop Road Bedford, NY 10506. 

Notice of Formation of 578 East Fordham LLC. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 9/4/2013. Of-
fice Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to William Fleming, 16 Bronx St, 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful pur-
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: NARVEN Co, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
09/23/13 Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: The LLC, 
233 Hessian Hills Road, Croton on Hudson, 
New York 10520, principal business location 
of the LLC. Purpose: wholesale pharmaceuti-
cal sales.
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Egypt’s Latest Fatwas from Salafis and Brotherhood
By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
As the full ramification of 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
year in power contin-
ues to be exposed, a new 
study by Al Azhar’s Fatwa 

Committee dedicated to exploring the 
fatwas, or Islamic decrees, issued by the 
Brotherhood and Salafis -- the Islamists -- 
was recently published.

Al Azhar, in Cairo, is considered by 
many to be one of the oldest and most pres-
tigious Islamic universities in the world. The 
study, written by Al Azhar’s Dr. Sayed Zayed, 
and entitled (in translation), “The Misguided 
Fatwas of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
Salafis,” reveals a great deal about how 
Islamists view women.

The Egyptian newspaper Al Masry Al 
Youm summarized some of the Al Azhar 
study’s main findings and assertions on 
November 15 in a article entitled (in trans-
lation), “Muslim Brotherhood fatwas: A 
woman swimming is an ‘adulteress’ and 
touching bananas is ‘forbidden.’”

According to the report, “fatwas issued 
by both groups [Brotherhood and Salafis] 
regard women as strange creatures created 
solely for sex. They considered the voices of 
women, their looks and presence outside 
the walls of their homes an ‘offence.’ Some 
went as far as to consider women as a whole 
‘offensive.’”

The study addressed 51 fatwas 
issued during the rule of ousted presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi. Among them, the 
Muslim Brotherhood and Salafis “permit-
ted wives to lie to their husbands concerning 
politics,” if the husband forbids her from 
being supportive of the Islamists or their 
agenda; she may then, through taqiyya 
[dissimulation] -- a Muslim doctrine that 
permits deceit to empower Islam -- still be 
supportive of the Islamists while pretending 
to be against them.

The study similarly revealed that some 
of these fatwas decreed that women who 
swim in the sea are committing “adultery” 
-- even if they wear a hijab: “The reason 
behind this particular fatwa, from their point 
of view, is that the sea is masculine [as with 
many other languages, Arabic nouns are 
gender specific, and “sea” is masculine], and 
when the water touches the woman’s private 
parts she becomes an ‘adulteress’ and should 
be punished.”

Moreover, “Some of these fatwas also 
forbade women from eating certain veg-
etables or even touching cucumbers or 
bananas,” due to their phallic imagery, which 
may tempt women to deviate.

Other fatwas decreed that “it is 
unacceptable for women to turn the air con-
ditioning on at home during the absence of 
their husbands as this could be used as a sign 
to indicate to neighbors that the woman is at 
home alone and any of them could commit 

adultery with her.”
One fatwa suggested that marriage 

to ten-year-old girls should be allowed to 
prevent girls “from deviating from the right 
path,” while another prohibited girls from 
going to schools located 25 kilometers away 
from their homes.

Another stated that a marriage is 
annulled if the husband and wife copulate 
with no clothes on.

These fatwas also sanctioned the use 
of women and children as human shields in 
violent demonstrations and protests, as these 
are considered jihads to empower Islam.

Even slavery was permitted, according 
to the study: “the people who issued these 
fatwas demanded the enactment of a law 
allowing divorced women to own slaves,” 
presumably to help her, as she no longer has 
a man to support her.

An earlier report (summarized in 
English here) listed some other fatwas issued 
by the Brotherhood and Salafis during 
Morsi’s tenure: advocating for the destruc-
tion of the pyramids and sphinx; scrapping 
the Camp David Accords; killing anyone 
protesting against ousted Egyptian President 
Mohamed Morsi (which happened and is 
one of the main charges against the impris-
oned Brotherhood leadership); forbidding 
Muslims from greeting Christians; forbid-
ding Muslim cab drivers from transporting 
Christian priests (whose clothing makes 
them identifiable); forbidding TV shows 

that mock or make light of Islamists; and 
forbidding women from marrying any 
men involved with the former Mubarak 
government.

Predictably, the Al Azhar study criti-
cizing the Brotherhood and Salafi fatwas 
concludes by saying that only al Azhar, 
which styles itself as a moderate institution, 
is qualified to issue fatwas. Of course, one of 
the most sensational of all fatwas -- “adult 
breastfeeding,” which called on women to 
“breastfeed” male acquaintances, thereby 
making them relatives and justifying their 
mixed company -- was issued by Al Azhar, 
but later retracted. It is apparently this retrac-
tion that makes Al Azhar seemingly more 
moderate than the Brotherhood.

Meanwhile, the Salafis -- who, in light 
of the Brotherhood’s ouster have become 
Islam’s standard bearers there -- continue 
successfully to push for strict interpretations 
of Sharia law in Egypt’s new constitution.

First published in Gatestone Institute, 
November 27, 2013.
h t tp : / /www.mefor um.org/3684/
egypt-salfi-fatwas

Raymond Ibrahim, author of Crucified Again: 
Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians 
(Regnery, April, 2013) is a Middle East and 
Islam specialist, and a Shillman Fellow at the 
David Horowitz Freedom Center and an 
Associate Fellow at the Middle East Forum.

Demise of Forest City 
Residential’s Echo Bay 
Development Proposal
The latest news is that New Rochelle Mayor 
Noam Bramson was the only city coun-
cilmember to vote in favor of Forest City 
Residential’s Echo Bay proposal. Residents 
want to know if he promised the developer 
too much.

After the meeting on Tuesday, 
November 26, 2013, I sincerely hope this is 
a new beginning both for Mayor Bramson 
and the City of New Rochelle.

Perhaps Mayor Bramson should pay 
more attention to Main Street where stor-
eowners are struggling to survive. Past 
development has not produced the amount 
of revenue the city had anticipated. He 
should also take a look at the Armory and 
convert it into a civic center which can be 
more revenue producing.

People are fed up with the high taxes 
that increase every year and they are looking 
for a change in the future.

If Mayor Bramson paid more atten-
tion to the people he probably would have 
had a chance to be elected to the Office of 
Westchester County Executive.

Perhaps he has forgotten that those 
who are humbled shall be exalted, but those 
who exalt themselves shall be humbled.
Sincerely,
George Imburgia
New Rochelle, NY
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