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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed 
in, Westchester county. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable infor-
mation without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PeOPLe’s rIGhT TO 
KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the pursuit may 

lead, in the finest tradition of FreeDOM OF The Press.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester county. as a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily journals, 
we will instead seek to provide the broader, more comprehensive, 

chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with 
analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We 
will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which 
cannot be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not 
necessarily better. and, furthermore, we will acknowledge that 
we cannot be all things to all readers. We must carefully balance 
the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and 

commentary, with features and columns useful in daily living and 
employment in, and around, the county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

 RADIO

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New rochelle, New York 10801

sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

hezi aris, editor-in-chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson studios, Inc. 
www.wattersonstudios.com

Westchester Guardian Radio Network
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – The Guardian Radio Network, WGrN, operated 

under the auspices of hezitorial absurdity, Inc. president hezi aris, continues to 
build its programing day on the Blog TalkRadio platform. In addition to Westchester 
On the Level with richard Narog and hezi aris, are And Nothing But the Truth - 
Coast to Coast with Frank Vernuccio, Jr., and Larry L. allison, and The Conservative 
Torch with carmine Torchetti, Jr. herein is the schedule for the week of November 28 – December 2, 
2011.

some of richard Narog and hezi aris’ guests this coming week are: New rochelle city councilman 
Lou Trangucci and horror genre author Paul Braus.

Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlinks:

Westchester on the Level -http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel;

And Nothing But the Truth – Coast to Coast –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthe-
level/and-nothing-but-the-truth--coast-to-coast; and

The Conservative Torch –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel/
the-conservative-torch.

each show may be heard live or on demand. choose from an MP3 download option, or peruse 
our audio archives. The hyperlink to each respective interview becomes active within a half-hour of the 
ending of an interview so as to allow for on demand listening.

recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling us 
toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. all we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question and / or 
your statement.
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communitysection

“can you believe my 
husband blushed when he 
got a call last week from a 
woman he went to college 
with?” says Mimi. she 
smiles to her friends having 

saturday breakfast at a large table in the back 
of a city diner.

“My wife likes to tease, but I’m not sure 
I blushed,” Myron answers. “The woman had 
read my name, along with all of yours, in a 
newspaper article about The retired Person’s 
Dating Film, and how our group was avail-
able to speak to community meetings about 
the movie we made. she said she remem-
bered me, and invited me to show the film 
and hold a discussion for her organization for 
single seniors.”

“his face was red but he looked cute,” 
says Mimi.

“cute at my age? Look, Mimi’s annoyed 
because I want to get someone else to do it, 
one of you.”

“Do the talk and I’ll go with you,” Mimi 
says. “Let her learn about the success you had 
as an executive before you retired. Let your 
old girlfriend meet your wife.”

“she was never a girlfriend,” Myron 
continues. “she was like the most popular, 
prettiest, all that, in college. Guys lined up 
to date her. While I was a short guy, a math 
major, not popular with girls, and I became 
an actuary and to a lot of people actuarial 
work is very boring.

“I can’t believe she remembered my name. 
I just don’t feel comfortable showing the film 
to her organization and then lecturing them 
on the film’s conclusions about the best way 
for seniors to meet and date again, and also 
how to deal with physical and other issues. 
call me immature at my age. But I don’t 
want to be a dating expert in front of her.”

“We have a scene in the movie, you all 
remember, of a man and woman meeting 
who had gone to high school together,” says 
Bob, who directed the film. “at the scene’s 
end, they speak to the camera that they hadn’t 
wanted to talk about old friends but about 
themselves now. appreciate what they’d 
become. They knew they shared a history but 
talking about what they were doing now is 
what gave them the best feeling.

“Myron, you became the top actuary at 
one of the biggest insurance companies in the 

country. If you accept your own film’s advice, 
you can lead a discussion with this woman’s 
group and not feel uncomfortable about who 
you were over forty years ago.”

“she’ll want to play the game with me 
of do you remember so-and-so, who dated 
whatever-the-name. except I won’t know 
any of the so-and-so’s that she did.”

“O.K., I’ll get someone else, Myron,” says 
Bob. “No pressure.”

“No, Myron, do it,” persists Mimi. “Our 
film’s advice is right. Let her see all you’ve 
achieved. You may not have been a social 
butterfly in college, but you’re my butterfly 
now. Doesn’t that count? and you, all of 
us here, through our film we’re helping the 
retired return to the dating scene in their 
sixties and seventies.”

But Myron stays quiet—
“Myron, I believe that woman called you 

because, sure, she wants you to bring up her 
college popularity to her friends,” says roz, 
one of the friends. “You’re right. But my 
advice is, yes, lead her group, but mention just 
in passing that you went to college together. 
as if those four years aren’t important. Let 
her bring up those years if she wants. But 

she’ll hesitate, seeing you’re a very successful 
and handsome actuary. You dwarf her college 
popularity.”

Mimi says, “Is this praise for my husband 
connected to when we were making the film, 
and the long, closed rehearsals that he and 
you took in your apartment?” Mimi laughs, 
“Myron said I like to tease.”

roz laughs back—
“Myron, are you blushing again?” asks 

Mimi. “I’m just teasing—I think.”
The friends all smile, while Myron 

quickly adjusts the small hearing aid in his 
ear. a pause—

Myron begins to speak, “We see 
ourselves as the new retired. We’re more vital, 
better able to contribute to society in many 
ways. That’s our film’s message. I agree—of 
course, I agree. But maybe some of us have 
times when we have to pause to make sure 
we really do believe this message.. But hope-
fully they’re just pauses.”
Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. 
He is the former head of Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters of New York and is currently a visiting 
professor at Fordham University, where he 
teaches several courses in nonprofit leadership. 
You can learn more about Allan Luks at http://
allanluks.com. You can also write to him - 
mailto:allan@allanluks.com.

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 28 – An Old Girlfriend
By ALLAN LUKS

 BOOKS

If you suffer from depres-
sion yourself, are extremely 
agitated and/or questioning 

your judgment, you may want to wait until 
you are comfortably in a doctor’s care before 
reading this chapter. This is not an attempt 

to be dramatic. rather, it is my intention 
to prevent anyone who may be in an easily 
impressionable and panicked state from 
internalizing and projecting what follows as 
their possible experience.

For those who do not suffer from 

depression, you may not be able to relate 
to the last paragraph. however, if I am 
successful at describing the events as the 
illness took hold, I am hopeful that you will 
have, at least, a small window into this world.

I arrived home from Flint in a state I 

can best describe as severely agitated, manic 
by the judgment of others. I could not sit 
still, my speaking was hyper fast and I kept 
repeating everything I talked about. and 
what I talked about exclusively what was 
happening to me. I was sweating profusely, 
biting my bottom lip and pacing like a caged 
animal. and, so, the treadmill that was my 
mind was now also the endless loop that 
was my outward behavior. Once again, the 
dynamic feed on itself.

The malaise, uncontrollable thoughts and 
mood swings were all still there, except now 
they were becoming ingrained and habitual. 
They were replacing, overwriting really, my 
normal patterns of thinking and feeling. I 
was only a few days into the acute phase of 
this thing and it was taking over my life.

Now is a good point at which to step 
out and establish some hard learned insights 
from that period. It is absolutely important 
to grasp that one of the most exacerbating 
elements was my inability to understand what 
was happening and the terror it created. I 
thought I might be brain damaged, I thought 
I might be crazy. I thought that my year long 
experiment with pot might have corrupted 
my nervous system. I thought I might be 
having a “nervous breakdown.” I thought that

Continued on page 5

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Thirteen – The Search for Help
By BOB MARRONE
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 BOOKS

Continued from page 4
whatever was happening to me…whatever it 
was…was cause to obsess and fear. It was the 
ultimate hypochondria. I was a hypochondriac 
about being a hypochondriac.

The fear and terror had so taken their toll 
by Tuesday night, that a whole new horror 
entered the picture: Panic attacks. They were 
like nothing I had ever experienced save for 
the incident on the saturday Night at the 
races that started this acute downward spiral. 
What made this worse was that they were 
uncontrollably self-induced. The obsessions 
and bad thoughts, fueled by my fearful reac-
tion and withdrawal from them, would kick 
in a pattern that still petrifies me. The more I 
tried to fight it, the worse the fear got and the 
more panicked I became. The more panicked 
I became, the worse the fear got, and so on. 
Finally, the internal tornado would cascade 
into the classic hear pounding, bladder weak-
ening, mind scrambling panic attack. These 
episodes would not end quickly. They would 
often last for many minutes. My throat would 
close, my ears would ring, my breath would 
leave and my heart would break from pure 
terror. and like an earthquake that had more 
tremors to come, the panic would instill a 
secondary fear that would trigger more panic 
attacks.

By mid-evening, they were so frequent 
that my muscles began to cramp and I was 
constantly urinating. a constant pain began to 
take over the length of my spine and settle in 
the front of my thighs. Worse still, the endless 
attacks were now gushing forward more 
thoughts of guilt, self-hate and loathing. I was 
no good at my job. I was a bad husband. I had 
been a worthless child. I was a useless coward.

I did not know that such self-contained 
misery could happen to a human being. Yet, 
it was also true, that it was to get worse, much 
worse.

I did not know where to turn, and so I 
drove to the dentist where my mother worked 
as a dental assistant and office manager. By 
this time in my life we had developed a great 

relationship, and as with most good parents, 
she was usually able to make anything feel 
better, or tell you how you do it yourself.

My mother was struck by my appearance 
and behavior. I kept going on and on about 
what was happening to me, including how I 
was sorry that I left her at a bus stop when I 
was eight years old and other guilty tales. I told 
her I was worthless and useless, and I begged 
her to help me.

It was the only time I ever saw my mother 
cry.

she rose up with clinched fists from 
behind her desk, with tears streaming down 
her face, “I did this to you,” she yelled, “I am 
so sorry. If I could I would take this thing from 
you and battle it myself.” she then summoned 
me to her chest, stroked my hair and told me 
she loved me. she then started looking for a 
doctor in her records. We went back to her 
house where she drew me a bath insisting it 
would ease my cramped muscles and relax me. 
It did.

The next day I was off see a doctor by 
the name of Peter Debrienza, a man I have 
still not forgiven. The man, who was about 
sixty years old, was at first pleasant, as I told 
him what I was going through. When I was 
finished, his mood turned surly and his face 
showed contempt as he uttered, “all you have 
is an anxiety fixation, get out of my office; I 
have real sick people to treat.”

I was devastated and panicked, not 
because he would not help me but because he 
confirmed what my soul was already convinced 
of, I was a worthless coward who was suffering 
from a lack of character and value. and it was 
those obsessions that fueled an ever larger dose 
of panic, and began to diminish my already 
declining sense of self.

With tears streaming down my face and 
a scapula of st. Joseph around my neck, I lay 
in bed in a fetal position, my hands clasped in 
prayer, and tired to sleep.
Listen to Bob Marrone every weekday from 6:00-
8:30 am on the Good Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone on WVOX-1460 aM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the 
Darkness of Depression

 BUDGET COMMENTARY

The congressional super-
committee officially becomes a 
failure today, but while it could 
not come up with $1.2 trillion 
in budget savings, it did show 

us that there are exactly two ways in which 
Washington’s red ink can finally be stopped.

The first is what I would call 

reaganesque realignment. If the 2012 elec-
tions provide a decisive edge to one party 
or another, that party will have a chance to 
impose the policies it favors to try to bring 
government spending back into some sort 
of sensible relationship to revenue.

Continued on page 6

How the Federal Budget Will Finally Get Fixed
By LARRY M. ELKIN

http://www.empirecitygaming.com


Page 6 The WesTchesTer GuarDIaN ThursDaY, DeceMBer 1, 2011

Continued from page 5
The second is the european method – the 

dynamic that is playing out right now in spain, 
Italy, Greece and other spendthrift eurozone 
nations. If we do not get our act together, bond 
buyers will eventually stop fooling themselves 
into thinking that our government’s debt is 
virtually risk-free, just as they have stopped 
believing that european sovereign debt is safe. 
The cost of further borrowing – as well as the 
cost of servicing earlier debts – will become 
prohibitive. at that point our political system 
will come up with a solution, like it or not, 
because there will be no other choice.

The supercommittee was destined to fail 
for the reasons I discussed in this space four 
weeks ago. It was designed to try to do some-
thing that simply cannot be done right now: 
convince the two political parties to willingly 
compromise on their core political objectives 
and policy beliefs. a lot of people are casti-
gating lawmakers for their intractability, but 

it is probably unfair, or at least unrealistic, to 
expect them to behave otherwise.

Most house members come from districts 
dominated by their own party. Deviating from 
party orthodoxy does not earn respect; it earns 
a primary challenge from your party’s hard-
liners. Most senators, likewise, come from 
states that are decidedly red or blue. Only a 
few have a chance to run in the middle – and 
they can only appeal to that middle after they 
first satisfy their party’s base in the primaries. 
The system is designed to drive moderates out 
of elections before they even have a chance to 
run. That does not make compromise easy.

Beyond electoral politics, it is not 
congress’ fault that americans are divided 
fairly evenly into two camps regarding how 
they think their government should operate. 
It is even less congress’ fault that americans 
are not particularly rational or consistent. a 
lot of people who support republicans say the 
government should spend much less money, 

including on entitlements, but they don’t want 
changes in their social security or Medicare 
benefits. a lot of Democrats want more jobs 
but less robust corporations. You can’t get from 
Point a to Point B, but these same voters 
blame politicians for failing to reconcile their 
own irreconcilable demands.

Neither republican nor Democratic poli-
ticians will buck their party’s true believers, 
partly because they can’t and partly because 
they are true believers themselves. They really 
think the approaches they espouse are the 
right ones, and that the other side’s policies 
would bring the united states, or at least a 
large portion of its citizenry, to rack and ruin.

so the only way to get a solution is 
to have one imposed, either by voters or 
outsiders. If enough voters become convinced 
of the wisdom of, say, raising taxes or cutting 
spending, politicians who generally oppose 
that approach will eventually be forced to 
respond. If financial markets stop sustaining 
our current policies, our policies will change 
because there will be no other choice.

The big question is how much damage 
we will do as we pile up debt at around 
$100 billion every month while we wait to 
get things under control. There is a chance it 
will be considerable. That’s unfortunate, but 
like the supercommittee’s failure to reach a 
compromise, it is absolutely predictable.

either we wait for the markets to save us 
from ourselves, or we save ourselves first. Next 
year’s elections will tell us which it is going to 
be.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president 
of Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-
only financial planning firm headquartered in 
Scarsdale, NY. The firm offers estate planning, 
insurance consulting, trust planning, cross-border 
planning, business valuation, family office and 
business management, executive financial plan-
ning, and tax services. Its sister firm, Palisades 
Hudson Asset Management, is an independent 
investment advisor with about $950 million 
under management. Branch offices are in Atlanta 
and Ft. Lauderdale. Website:www.palisade-
shudson.com.

How the Federal Budget Will Finally Get Fixed

 BUDGET COMMENTARY

 BUSINESS

The sound of children 
laughing, playing and learning 
in daycares is almost completely 
synonymous with the nurturing 

touch of women. Put a man in the mix and 
the needle may seem destined to jump. But 
Dawn Meyerski of Mt. Kisco childcare 
knows from experience that adding men to 
the music is a notch that definitely proceeds 
on the side of harmony.

With three men on staff, says MKccc’s 
Program Director, “a small number of parents 
are at first skeptical but you get that with 
anything that is different.”

In those instances, it’s a matter of famil-
iarity that develops over time. “I had a toddler 
parent who absolutely did not want her 
daughter in the room that had the man in it, 
but once the child became a preschooler, that 
parent requested the room with the man in 
it,” she says.

she admits the early reaction was more 
prevalent in previous decades, but today, the 
end result mostly matches first impressions. 
“Oh, you have men,” she says new parents are 
pleasantly surprised.

It also puts a different spin on the 
morning – especially for fathers. “Dads are 
glad to see a man – they bond over last nights 
game and the like before embarking on the 
workday.”

assistant Toddler Teacher ryan Martin 

has that down, according to 
head Teacher Vanessa amato-
cicchelli. With in-depth 
interest in music, sports and 
movies, she says, “he’s always 
chatting up the parents and it 
makes them feel comfortable.”

still, achieving a personal 
comfort level can be a journey 
given that men might be viewed 
as out of place in this role. “I 
don’t worry about it as much as 
I have in the past,” he says.

at this for about 15 years, 
he takes any real or imagined 
trepidation from new parents in stride. “I step 
back and let them warm up to me,” he says.

The results speak for themselves but 
the parent/teacher dynamic isn’t the only 
relationship that requires the attention of 
Ms. Meyerski. she’s referring to the hesita-
tion among the majority sex on staff and the 
preconception they sometimes have to be 
talked down from. “Men throw kids up in 
the air and women hold them close,” she says 
describes the roles we tend to assign to men 
and women, and that contrast causes initial 
concern.

The worry then is that men are good 
at winding kids up without the ability to 
calm them down. In her experience, she 
again generally agrees, but the battle of the 

sexes naturally fizzles to compromise. “Both 
men and women teachers learn how to mix 
together, and in reality, it’s not truly an issue,” 
she says.

That said, Vanessa and ryan quickly 
became acclimated to each other when they 
first starting working together five years ago. 
“It’s about communication and working 
out things within your own style,” says Mr. 
Martin.

at the same time, she’s happy to defer in 
surprise of suggestions that are outside her 
perspective. “I never would have thought of 
that,” she says of a recent idea that added a 
sporty spin to her lesson plan.

But despite his sunday allegiance to 
the rough and tumble Pittsburgh steelers, 
says Ms. amato-cicchelli, he offers the kids 

more “a light touch” in his care. along with 
cicchelli, Ms. Meyerski puts a high value on 
that.

“For kids who are away from parents all 
day,” she says, “to see a man in such a nurturing 
light - I think it’s hugely important.”

he’s also professional, which covers the 
initial concern she has in hiring men. Like 
any employer, staff relationships can cause 
problems for business operation. “I’m really 
looking at his maturity and commitment to 
the job. If you have that – whether you’re a 
man or a woman – the drama is less likely,” 
she says.

Finally, diaper changing duty mostly falls 
into line with the acceptance she sees today 
among parents. If not, she says, “I think it’s 
something they get over quickly once they 
get to know the staff.”

On the other hand, as MKccc has 
never had a male applicant to the infant 
room, the story there could be different. 
“My belief is that parents may raise more a 
concern at infancy,” she says.

Of course, when the day comes, she has 
no doubt about how she’ll present the quali-
fied newcomer. “I will do it confidently and 
we’ll be happy to have him on the team.” she 
says.

If the past is any indicator, she’ll be on 
the mark – and to the man.
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a free- 
lance writer in Westchester since 2003 and works 
part time in the after school program at Mt. 
Kisco Childcare. You can find more of his work at 
www. happystories.info.

Men Working at Mt. Kisco Childcare
By RICH MONETTI

Ryan Martin with one of his toddlers.
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

 BUSINESS

Yonkers, 
NY -- shoppers 
across the tri-
state area are still 
buzzing with 
excitement after 
the launch of 
Westchester’s 
ridge hill in 
October. The 
1.3-million-
square-foot retail 
complex is the 
New York metro-
politan area’s 
largest mixed-use 
outdoor shopping 
center.

amid phenomenal feedback from the 
community, ridge hill recently added Gap, 
GapKids, charming charlie and sur La 
Table – with resident chef Michael Proietti, 
who appeared on Food Network’s chopped 
and Food Network star – to its retail mix. 
Brazilian-style steakhouse Texas de Brazil and 
Guitar center will be open for business before 
the year ends.

“We are very excited to be opening our 
first store in metropolitan New York and to be 
creating new jobs in the Westchester county 
area,” said Joan Jackwood, district manager of 
charming charlie, a houston-based women’s 
fashion accessories company with locations in 
albany and rochester.

Westchester’s ridge hill plans to cele-
brate its first holiday season with great gusto. 
stores will open during the wee hours of 
Black Friday and the first 101 customers who 
line up at Guest services* at 9 a.m. will have 
the chance to win ridge hill gift cards valued 
from $10 to $100. One lucky winner can look 
forward to a $1,000 gift card! Throughout the 
day, guests will also be charmed by strolling 
carolers.

“We are thrilled to spend the holidays 
with our neighbors in Yonkers and offer a 
unique experience,” said Geri Brown, director 
of marketing of Westchester’s ridge hill.

santa claus will be in attendance at ridge 
hill’s cinema Plaza with his usual holiday 
cheer, taking instant pictures every weekend 
from now through December 18.

ridge hill will feature a giant piano – the 
same one immortalized in the movie “Big” 
when Tom hanks frolicked atop the black 
and white keys, then set into the floor of 
Manhattan’s FaO schwarz showroom.

The shopping center will also provide 
opportunities to lend a helping hand to women 
and children in need at My sister’s Place in 

Yonkers, via The 
Bright horizons 
Foundation for 
children. Guests 
are encouraged to 
bring clothing or 
an Old Navy gift 
card to a stuffed 
animal workshop 
located next to 
The cheesecake 
Factory from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
every weekend.

Last month, 
the 81.4-acre 
family- and 

pet-friendly destination hosted a four-day 
celebration, replete with live entertainment 
and giveaways, to commemorate the launch of 
popular brands such as Whole Foods Market, 
Yard house, The cheesecake Factory, h&M, 
Old Navy, sephora, Orvis, Desigual, and the 
area’s first L.L.Bean.

ridge hill’s brands, many of them area 
newcomers, are nestled amid distinctive archi-
tectural design, lush landscaping, a spectacular 
fountain and a children’s play area.

“We have a mission of placing at least 
one Desigual garment in every wardrobe 
in the world,” said Desigual spokesperson 
segundo Broggi of the store’s fifth loca-
tion in the Northeast. “Our partnership 
with Westchester’s ridge hill is helping us 
get closer to this objective.” Desigual, which 
means “Not the same,” Broggi noted, is a 
perfect complement to ridge hill’s store 
assortment.

“The reception we’ve received since 
opening, both from the community as well 
as the media, has been extremely favorable,” 
echoed harald herrmann, president and 
ceO of Yard house restaurants, which 
opened its first New York outpost at ridge 
hill. “Westchester’s ridge hill has surpassed 
our expectations.”

The New Year will bring even more 
activity to ridge hill. In March 2012, well-
known fashion retailer Lord & Taylor is 
expected to open an 80,000-square-foot loca-
tion to anchor the retail complex, the first 
full-line store since its landmark mall opening 
in alexandria, Va. in 2001.

Popular health club La Fitness, trend-
setting fashion retailer republic of couture, 
Italian restaurant Brio Tuscan Grille, and 
cuban eatery havana central – the first 
outside Manhattan – are also expected early 
next year.

Continued on page 8

Ridge Hill ’s Fountain Plaza at dusk. Photo by and courtesy 
of Philip Greenberg.

Second Wave of New Store Openings at Westchester’s 
Ridge Hill in Time for the Holiday Festivities
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Continued from page 7
Please visit Westchester’s ridge hill for 

individual store hours and special events.
regular hours follow:
Monday – saturday: 10 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
sunday: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
restaurant and theatre hours vary
The city of Yonkers, a sprawling metrop-

olis in Westchester county, now boasts a 
1.3-million-square-foot mixed-use open-air 

shopping center called Westchester’s ridge 
hill, featuring well-known culinary, retail 
and entertainment destinations. Located at 
exit 6a off the New York state Thruway 
and at the Tuckahoe road West exit from 
the sprain Brook Parkway, this shopping and 
dining haven is easily accessible to millions 
of Westchester and Metropolitan-area resi-
dents and visitors. earlier this year, ridge 
hill welcomed National amusements, Inc.’s 

cinema de Lux – a 12-screen movie theater 
featuring a restaurant, bar and children’s play-
room – as well as reI and Dick’s sporting 
Goods. WesTMeD Medical Group also 
opened an 84,000-square-foot medical facility 
providing primary and specialty care services, 
radiology and phlebotomy, as well as an 
urgent care center. Fall marks the unveiling 
of popular brands like charming charlie, 
cheesecake Factory, Desigual, Gap, GapKids, 

Guitar center, h&M, L.L.Bean, Old Navy, 
Orvis, sephora, sur La Table, Texas de Brazil, 
Whole Foods Market, and Yard house. In 
addition, Lord & Taylor, Brio Tuscan Grille, 
havana central, La Fitness and republic of 
couture will be rolled out in 2012. Designed 
like a classic town center, 81.4-acre ridge 
hill includes a lush town square, a children’s 
play area, dancing fountains, and a trolley, the 
ridge hill express.

Second Wave of New Store Openings at Westchester’s Ridge Hill in Time for the Holiday Festivities

 BUSINESS

CALENDAR

December is here 
and it’s time to untangle 
the christmas lights, fix 
the reindeer, replace some 
broken ornaments, and cut 

down your tree, phew! after all of that work, 
you owe yourself a little apple cider; sit back and 
take a look at this week’s “News and Notes…”

Don’t forget to tune in or, better yet, head 
up to the Grand Prix NY in Mount Kisco to 
catch “The clubhouse’s” annual food drive for 
the good folks at the community center of 
Northern Westchester. We will be broadcasting 
our “christmas spectacular” on December 7th 
from 6-8pm live on WFas-1230 aM. Bring 
a canned food up to GPNY and receive a cool 
prize…

It’s tree lighting time in Mount Kisco on 
December 2nd, come see the tree light up, have 
some cocoa, cookies and see the big man santa 
at the Village hall, - sounds like a plan to me…

as an artist, I can’t draw a straight line, but 
wreath decorating sounds like fun and you can 
join in, too, at the annual wreath decorating for 
the Pleasantville Gazebo and holiday luncheon 
to be held December 1st; for more information 

call 914-747-4217.
Or if you just want to buy one… the 

chappaqua Garden club is once again selling 
christmas wreaths and centerpieces designed 
by members at the chappaqua train station on 
December 2nd.

One of my family’s favorite holiday movies 
is Frank capra’s classic “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
you can catch actor christian Thom’s one-man 
adaptation at the schoolhouse Theater in 
croton Falls, December 9 – 11, for ticket infor-
mation call 914-277-8477.

We all know the Muppets; Kermit, Miss 
Piggy, and my favorite Grover, but did you 
know they have added a new member Walter 
created by Katonah’s own Peter Linz. The 
whole gang will hit the big screen with the 
newly released movie “The Muppets.”

speaking of movies with a local twist, how 
about the great job Bedford resident rooney 
Mara has done portraying Lisbeth salander, 
the title character in the newly released film 
version of stieg Larsson’s “The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo.”

Let’s get some fresh air while we can! head 
over to Teatown Lake reservation in Ossining 

on saturday December 3rd from 11:00 am to 
12:30 pm to get a lesson in winter survival. Not 
everyone heads south for the winter--some 
animals burrow down into the leaf litter and 
some even freeze until spring. Discover local 
wildlife’s ingenious strategies that help them 
survive the winter season. call 914-762-2912 
ext. 110 to make a reservation.

having spent some time with my rela-
tives over the holidays, I would like to learn a 
bit about our family history! Fortunately the 
chappaqua library is offering a two part series 
“Walking in the Footsteps of our ancestors”. 
Part one is Thursday, December 1st at 7:00 pm 
at the chappaqua Library. In this 1-1/2 hour 
program, you will learn about many tools and 
strategies that you can use to research your 
family tree. Whether you are a beginner, inter-
mediate or advanced amateur genealogist, this 
class you will provide you with simple tools and 
resources you didn’t know existed. Part Two is 
the following Thursday, December 8th at 7:00. 
Don’t think you have any interesting family 
stories to tell? Think again! In this 1-1/2 hour 
program, you will experience several examples 
of how amateur genealogists can research their 
own family trees and find their ancestors place in 
history. Teaching by example, they will disclose 
the various tools and strategies used that paved 
the way for documenting several previously 
unknown stories. call the chappaqua Library 

to register at 914-238-4779.
Three cheers go out to John Jay students 

alexandra simels and Michael Pardo as they 
have been acknowledged as National hispanic 
recognition Program scholars by the college 
Board.
Turning to sports:

In the girl’s field hockey high school class 
B state championship, Lakeland took home the 
title with a 3 to 1 victory over Garden city. On 
the girl’s soccer turf, somers lost the class a 
final 1-0 to south side in the fourth overtime 
period.

congratulations to our friend and former 
Fox Lane high school cross country star 
caroline raue as she and the st. Lawrence 
university Women’s cross country team 
just won the atlantic Division Ncaa D-III 
regional championships.

We have so many wonderful local retail 
stores up here in northern Westchester, who 
help out in community charities, so please don’t 
forget to patronize these great establishments 
and we’ll see you next week.
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment 
LLC. As p›resident he has seen rapid growth of 
the company with the signing of numerous clients. 
He currently resides in Bedford Hills with his wife 
Sarah and three girls, Kate, Amanda and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

Taconic Opera’s final perfor-
mance of Verdi’s Nabucco, 
originally scheduled for saturday, 
October 29, due to severe weather 
and road closings, has been set for 
saturday, December 3, 2011 at 7pm. 
The performance will be held at the 
Pepsico Theatre at suNY-Purchase, 
735 anderson hill rd, Purchase, 
NY.

current ticket holders are 
requested to call the company 
regarding their options: 1-855-886-
7372. Those interested in securing 
tickets can do so in the following 
ways: call 1-855-886-7372) or direct 
email to taconicopera@gmail.

com or visit www.taconicopera.
org. single ticket prices range from 
$15 to $57 and include significant 
discounts for seniors and students.

Taconic Opera’s Verdi’s Nabucco Final Performance
YWca Yonkers and Yonkers human rights 

commission will celebrate human rights Day 
on saturday, December 10, 2011 at The riverview, 
located at 1 Warburton avenue, hastings-on-
hudson, NY 10706, from 9aM to 11aM.

International human rights Day is observed 
every year to commemorate the ratification of 
the universal Declaration of human rights 
by the united Nations on December 10, 1948. 
On December 10, 2011, Yonkers will join many 
communities throughout the globe to celebrate the 
tenet that “all human beings are born with equal 
and inalienable rights and fundamental freedoms.” 
Joining as Keynote speaker is Board chair sobeida 
cruz of 100 hispanic Women of Westchester, 
Vice President environmental Justice, Public & 
Governmental affairs, New York Power authority. 
state senator andrea stewart-cousins will join the 

celebration as Mistress of ceremonies.
This year, the celebration will focus on “Women 

and human rights” and explore environmental 
justice as it affects them. We cannot be content with 
the progress made when many agree that disparities 
continue to persist in our society. Members of the 
public are invited to reflect upon the progress made 
and lessons learned, and to help create an even better 
future by inspiring a new generation of advocates 
who will rise up boldly, demand justice and be part 
of the process of ensuring that justice is done.

event tickets are $30 per person ($35 after 
November 30) and can be purchased at YWca, 
87 south Broadway, Yonkers. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, call M. Walker at (914) 
963-0640, ext. 100.

Yonkers - Human Rights Day Celebration
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New York based 
experimental musician 
and singer charlene ava 
is a rising and talented 
artist who belongs to 
the everlasting wave of 

avant-garde musicians that create their own 
conceptually infused performance specifically 
for the New York scene. ava not only plays 
guitar and piano but she also performing 
songs she has written and composed. she 
easily acclimates her vocal cords according 
to the tunes and the mode and sometime 
uses experimental acoustic and visual effects 

during her performances.
charlene ava’s egyptian parents immi-

grated to america in the late 1970s. she 
was born and raised in the small town of 
allentown, Pennsylvania, as the middle 
daughter among two other sisters. ava was 
not influenced by a certain genre of music 
and records like typical pop stars during 
childhood. Yet music was something more 
deep and internal for her, especially when it 
was revealed in performance by her artistry. 
Indeed, she started to sing when she was only 
three at a one-room schoolhouse, set inside 
a church, and also during Thanksgiving and 
christmas, where her first audience was 
predominately comprised of the arabic 
community, her parents and her nineteen 
cousins. “at the age of eight, I was starting to 
write music and lyrics and to improvise my 
own songs at home,” remembers ava whose 
parents recognized her talent and imme-
diately introduced her to piano and violin 
teachers. “I loved string instruments. Guitar 
came way later when I was nineteen.”

When it was time for her to go to 
college, ava was only willing to study singing 
or acting. “My father gave me three choices; 
pre-law, pre-dental or pre-medicine,” she 
remembers. “But I insisted on music as my 
definite choice and I started by studying at 
Belmont university in Nashville, Tennessee.”

ava is the professional stage surname 
charlene is using in her singing career. she 

had chosen it while she was teaching music 
at some preschools in Nashville a few years 
ago. “My real last name is Ibrahim, which 
is a very common name that I wanted to 
simplify,” explains charlene, who was trying 
to find a name that could reflect her musical 
identity. “I came to meet another music 
teacher of Persian origins who showed me 
a picture of her daughter whose name was 
ava.” That name clicked with charlene 
especially because the woman explained 
that “ava” means beautiful sound. “so it 
does not refer to ava Gardner at all,” she 
said while laughing. But now charlene uses 
a completely different professional name: 
sun for Moon. “I didn’t want to perform 
under my name as a solo artist anymore. I 
felt that I needed to create some other entity 
to perform under. I went through so many 
names and it took a couple years to figure it 
out. I’m not totally sure how I arrived there. 
sun for Moon means light and dark, bright 
and melancholy. I feel my music embodies a 
mix of happy and sad. I love to take sad lyrics 
and drench them in pretty melodies. I’m not 
exactly sure of the moment I arrived at sun 
for Moon, it just kind of came as a natural 
progression. also, I always wanted to be in a 
band, but could never quite put together the 
right people or anything that would stick for 
long. so this is my way of having a band; the 
members can change, but it’s always sun for 
Moon,” she explained.

Being an independent musician in New 
York is not easy. “I am doing it without a 
manager or record label. That’s a challenge 
because I need to figure out everything about 
my shows on my own from the sound to the 
image and the lights,” said ava. “here in the 
Big apple, you have to stand out and prove 
you are not like someone else… For me, 
being an artist is all about finding your own 

Continued on page 10

 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Charlene Ava - Sun for Moon
By SHERIF AWAD

http://www.scruplescollection@yahoo.com
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Continued from page 9
voice yet still find resonance with and among 
others… and that’s how I like to make it.”

In seeking the vibrancy of bigger spaces 
and large audience, she performed last month 
in a huge, old Manhattan cathedral along-
side experimental pianist shoko Nagai, 
drummer satoshi Takeishi and cello player 
hamilton Berry. “It is a beautiful venue for 
playing the ethereal and pretty tunes, with 
all the natural reverb, and calming atmo-
sphere.” she describes how, “I choose places 
to perform based on how I feel there. I’ve 
performed in most all the venues that indie 
rock bands would perform at in NYc, but I 
find that more and more, and I’m becoming 
picky about the environment I want to play 
my songs in. That’s why I chose to play 
the cathedral. and also, it helps that when 
it’s your own night/show, you have more 
control over things like sound and lighting. 
The great thing is, I’m getting an artist to do 
video projections on the walls at the cathe-
dral. It’s my way of having an “arena show.” 
When you’re an independent artist, it seems 
you only get to play mostly small venues, but 
I find big spaces with natural reverb suit me 
best. They add to the type of ethereal and 

experimental music I play. I find the envi-
ronment very much adds to my sound and 
it adds to the performance. The listener not 
only needs to hear you, but see your music 
in the right environment. and when you 
play these popular venues in New York for 
independent musicians, there is always a rush 
to set up between different band acts, and 
my set up is very complicated. I have a few 

gadgets I play with on stage, but it’s hard to 
set up quickly and jump into it. I find that 
I’m, more and more being pulled to choosing 
interesting venues to put my shows in; it’s 
like finding the right gallery for your art to 
be hung in. The visual very much adds to the 
sound, it’s all part of the performance. I’m 
planning to scout out more interesting places 
to play. I would love to play in a cave! sounds 
hilarious; but I’m serious. I love natural reverb 
and I think it would be so fun to do some 
interesting outdoor shows and bond with 
nature. We’ll see. For right now, I’m just 
playing mostly around the city. until I get the 
new record done, I can begin to tour outside 
NYc again. I would also like to play more 
in europe. and of course, playing in egypt 
would be a dream! so other than continuing 
to play, write and begin recording an album, 

I’m also working on a couple of music video 
ideas that I can’t wait to put together.”

ava does not know where she will be five 
years from now. “art is transient. I don’t like 
to predict at which point I will be but I want 
to go deeper into my music. all the time, I 
am thinking about the upcoming concert of 
the next record. It is that aching that keeps 
me create something new.”
www.facebook.com/sunformoon
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/
video critic and curator. He is the film editor 
of Egypt Today Magazine, and the artistic 
director for both the Alexandria Film Festival, 
in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and Variety Arabia, in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Charlene Ava - Sun for Moon
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 CYBER SECURITY MATTERS

revolution seems to be 
inbred in the Massachusetts 
state personality, although 
laws on privacy and cyber 
data began early in the Federal 

Government and other states. It took the 
recent Massachusetts Privacy Law (2010) 
to galvanize people and have a reach beyond 
their state boundaries.

The stirring of this Mass. Gen. Law ch. 
93 began from the data breach at TJX (TJ 
MaXX) in 2005, when 97 million personal 
records of customers were stolen with the use 
of computers. The scope of the Massachusetts 
regulation is broader than any other federal or 
state law; it requires public disclosure of data 
security breaches and the implementation of 
pre breach planning. companies outside of 
Massachusetts cannot ignore the regulations, 
because their effect is national and interna-
tional in scope, as they apply to all companies 
that are public, private, professional and not 
for profit, where ever located, that maintain 
personal information of a Massachusetts 
resident.

The biggest worry is what is coming next 
from other states seeking to correct the gaps 
in their commercial security laws left by the 
federal government. Will other states raise the 
bar higher? currently, 47 states have enacted 
similar laws. The Federal Government is 
becoming more involved with new initiatives 
to protect an individual’s privacy. examples 
include the Federal “red Flag act” signed 
into law in December of 2010. The ”red Flag 
act” applies to all companies that issue credit, 
except for attorneys, doctors, dentists or cPas.

The Massachusetts Law titled, “Standards 
for Protection of Personal Information of 
Residents of the Commonwealth” (chapter 
93h), created a comprehensive set of data 

security requirements for businesses, including 
the development and continual oversight 
of a “comprehensive written information 
security program” (WIsP). The scope of the 
Massachusetts regulation is broader than any 
other federal or state law. It requires every 
company to develop, implement and main-
tain a WIsP plan. WIsP plans must include 
administrative, technical and physical safe-
guards that are designed to meet the objectives 
of the regulations. The plan must reflect a 
risk-based approach that is appropriate to the 
size, scope and type of business handling the 
information, the amount of resources available 
to the business; the amount of stored data and 
the need for security and confidentiality of 
consumer and employees’ information.

a WIsP must incorporate a process for 
how the company will oversee all its vendors, 
who have access to the company’s and custom-
er’s privacy data. all companies subject to the 
regulations are required to maintain computer 
security methods for storage and transmittal 
of personal data, along with installation of 
anti-virus software and employer-led training 
in how to properly use their computer systems.

a business must maintain ongoing 
compliance with its WIsP and it must be regu-
larly monitored. The scope of security measures 
included must be reviewed at least annually 
or in connection with a material change to 
the company’s business practices that may 
implicate the security or integrity of records 
containing personal information. If the business 
experiences a data breach affecting personal 
information, it must document any remedial or 
responsive action. The WIsP must also include 
a mandatory procedure for post-breach review 
of events and actions taken to initiate the neces-
sary changes in business practices.

Continued on page 11

The Regulators Are Coming
By ALAN HEYMAN

http://www.ciaoitalia.com
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 CYBER SECURITY MATTERS

Continued from page 10
Why should this be so important to an 

attorney, a cPa or a business owner? Because 
what do you say to your client or customer if 
their privacy data is stolen from you and the 
state regulators pay you a visit, to enforce a fine.

Your customer/client calls and tells you he 
thinks he has had a cyber data breach. he is 
not sure if it was a computer hacker, but knows 
there has been an unauthorized access to his 
personal data and believes it started with you. 
how much is the fine you will have to pay to 
the state?

Does your customer’s/client’s call involve 
a real breach? What state or federal laws are 
you or your customers/clients subject to? how 
many days do you have before it has to be 
reported to state and federal agencies? how 
much are the state or federal fines?

These are real questions to consider, since 
more data breaches are occurring every day. 
More than 500 million records of personal data 
have been stolen in the united states since 
2005. In april 201, two breaches, epsilon and 
sony, exposed a total of 127 million records.

The question always comes up, “how 
are the state regulators going to find my 
company if a breach occurs? usually lawsuits, 
customer or employee complaints, but a new 

trend is developing; a company that is 
breached calls their insurance broker to 
ask “are we covered”?

The Insurance commissioner in 
connecticut requires that any licensed insur-
ance person or company, that learns there has 
been an “Information security incident,” must 
report that to the Insurance commissioner 
in writing within 5 days of learning of the 
incident to minimize penalties and fines to 
themselves.

The news broadcasts are replete with 
stories about threats to consumer data and 
identity theft. It’s could be only a matter of 
time before your customers/clients call about a 
data breach and ask, what did you do or didn’t 
do?

even a moderate exposure of private 
customer data can cost a company millions 
of dollars in litigation, settlement fees, 
compliance costs, and fines imposed by state 
regulatory agencies. Lawsuits may be filed by 
customers, company shareholders, vendors, or 
class action attorneys. even more costly is the 
loss of public goodwill arising from a breach of 
data security. and that’s before adding in the 
actual financial losses from the cyber hackers 
themselves.

This is where a specific expertise in data 
privacy issues comes in – before the problem 

manifests itself into a full-blown financial 
crisis for your company. You need action plans 
implemented by a professional, experienced 
team in pre- and post-breach scenarios.

reduce your exposure, reduce your 
customer’s/client’s exposure, bring in your 
attorney, your cPa and your IT computer 
professional to develop a plan. Don’t wait, be 
proactive, and get a WIsP plan.
Mr. Alan Heyman, xs2ltd@gmail.com ; 
Managing Director of Cyber Security Auditors 
& Administrators LLC (CSA2) and the prin-
cipal of Xanadu Security Services, LTD, (XS2) 
located at 436 Pleasantville Rd, Briarcliff, NY 
10510. More than 25 years in the data commu-
nication world, having started one of the first 
internet based Electronic Data Interchange 
(EDI) companies in the late 80’s. CSA2 is focused 
on Cyber Security issues on a national scale, and 
the auditing compliance requirements in the 
healthcare industry. Mr. Heyman’s expertize is a 
holistic/best practices approach to Privacy needs, 
encompassing legal compliance, IT Engineering, 
Software, Social Engineering with a special 
emphasis on computerizing audit compliance 
issues. Mr. Heyman is fully certified by the IBM 
Internet Security Solution’s Group in all phases of 
IT and Cyber Se›curity. Mr. Heyman has spoken 
at more the 20 Cyber seminars and has written 
extensively on the field.

The Regulators Are Coming

In the October 27, 2011 
edition of The Westchester 
Guardian, it was alleged in 
that writing that rye’s Mayor 
Doug French was charged on 

July 1, 2011, with building without permits in 
his rental property located at 13 richard Place 
in rye, NY. according to Multiple Listing 
service (MLs) records obtained, 13 richard 
Place was owner occupied until approximately 
December of 1999. Those same records addi-
tionally reflect that the Mayor has benefited 
by over $500,000 over the last twelve years 
from his allegedly illegal use of this property. 
Our investigation uncovered the facts that 
Mayor French installed a new heating system, 
new electrical upgrades, new bathrooms, and 
a new kitchen, and converted the home’s attic 
space into an additional bedroom; all without 
any record of building permits or construction 
inspections on file. email inquiries of empire 
access MLs and the home’s listing agent, 
questioning accuracy of the listing informa-
tion have yet to be answered.

When Mayor French was confronted 
once again at the rye city council meet-
ings subsequent to the October 19th meeting, 
where we provided all council members with 
the public records about this situation, French 
refused to answer any questions publicly and 

stopped our presentation of his allegedly 
continuing violations by gaveling us down 
in front of the council. Our previous revela-
tions certainly hit home and thus the Mayor 
directed this writer to sit down and refused 
to allow him to continue. his action clearly 
violated this writer’s First amendment rights 
protecting Freedom of speech. 

Mayor French did state that he had 
installed new home Depot cabinets in the 
residence and said no permits were required 
for that work. he also denied that he was 
ever issued any violation for building without 
permits at this location. Mayor French’s 
claims were neither corroborated by rye 
city Manager scott Pickup nor by rye city 
attorney Kristen Wilson. Mr. Pickup and 
Ms. Wilson both supported Mayor French 
claims by asserting the listed violation offence 
was simply a log of a telephone complaint 
filed with the rye city Building Department, 
insinuated that this was common practice. 
When asked to produce any other phone log 
numbers for other building violations, neither 
Mr. Pickup nor Ms. Wilson could produce 
any.

according to records received from a 
Freedom of Information request (FOIL) 
from the rye city Building Department 
files, Mayor French was in fact issued offence 

# V000758 “Building without a permit” on 
July 1, 2011. according to additional FOIL 
documents received from the rye city Tax 
assessor’s Office - 13 richard Place is listed 
as a two family home with two kitchens 
and two, one-bedroom apartments, having 
an unfinished attic and a hot water, steam 
heating system. Mayor French’s multiple 
listing record shows a single family home 
with four bedrooms, new electrical upgrades 
preformed in 2008, multiple skylights, and the 
heating system replaced in 1995. The photos 
accompanying this listing display the new 
bathrooms, new bedrooms, and a new kitchen 
with state of the art appliances.

The Westchester Guardian’s investigation 
has pointed out Mayor French’s alleged  legal 
compliance shortcoming. Its findings are 
based squarely on Public records that clearly 
indicate Mayor French has secretly skirted 
payment to the rye city treasury out of thou-
sands of dollars in mandatory permitting fees 
and building fees - as well as in the substantial, 
additional “improved property” related prop-
erty taxes he would have had to pay the city 
of rye over the last twenty years. Two decades 
of deceit - that’s quite simply, outrageous.
Ray Tartaglione is the executive director of 
HealTheHarbor.com.

Illegal Building Charges Alleged Against Rye City Mayor French 
Continue Unanswered  By RAY TARTAGLIONE

Coins & Currency, 

Gold & Silver 
Wanted

marosner@aol.com

Experienced collector and 
part-time dealer will identify 

your holdings, explain how to 
determine value, and make 
you a strong offer or sell for 

you on consignment.
References available.

914-649-3317
marosner@aol.com LEGAL

http://www.michaelmatthewsjewelersofwhiteplains.com
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 LABOR

VaLhaLLa, NY -- Last 
Monday, November 21, 2011, 
some 300 nurses and medical 
staff protested pending job cuts 

at the Westchester Medical center. Wearing 
bright yellow and red t-shirts, members of the 
New York state Nurses association and the 
civil service employees association bran-
dished signs that read “These cuts Won’t 
heal.” The large group ramped up their 
growing ire by shouting slogans and shaking 
noise clappers as they paraded around two 
towering inflated rats labeled with the names 
of Michael Israel, the medical center’s presi-
dent and ceO, and Mark Tulis, chair of the 
hospital’s Board of Directors.

Last month Israel announced that layoffs 

for some 650 hospital employees would prob-
ably include 250 registered nurses, 19% of the 
total current nursing staff. Israel has claimed 
that the layoffs were inevitable if the unions 
and the WMc couldn’t agree on cost saving 
measures. NYsNa, who represents 1,500 
registered nurses at WMc, has been negoti-
ating with hospital administrators for almost 
a year. On the table is a possible wage freeze 
for 2012 and contributions by staff to a health 
care plan. WMc covers the entire health 
benefit cost for employees who aren’t required 
to contribute for individual or family coverage. 
It cost WMc about $63 million a year to 
cover each employee.

If NYsNa can’t come to an agreement 
with WMc, 250 registered nurse positions 
could be eliminated and of those, 139 are 
bedside nurses while others are nurse prac-
titioners, clinicians and specialists. Israel’s 
first major cut was closing the Taylor care 
center, the hospital’s public nursing home 
that treated long-term care residents. Israel 
also closed the mobile mental health crisis unit 
the comprehensive Psychiatric emergency 
Program. In 2003 Israel laid off about 200 

employees to close a $30 million budget deficit 
and in 2008 the nursing staff was cut from 
1500 to 1290 nurses.

The csea, who represents 1,600 non-
nursing employees, has been negotiating with 
the hospital board, but according to csea 
southern region President Billy riccaldo, 
the talks have been strained. “We didn’t have 
too much hope for upcoming meetings with 
Israel. Our past relationship with him has 
been horrendous.”

But csea Westchester county Local 
President John staino, a 20 year bio-medical 
engineer at WMc, said they are sincere in 
working with the hospital administration to 
avoid pending layoffs. “We are offering some 

give-backs such as forgoing raises next year,” 
said staino. “But we want some guarantees 
that we won’t lose our jobs.”

The medical center has claimed the cuts 
are necessary to make up for a budget short-
fall from escalating costs of state pension 
funds, employee wages, healthcare costs 
and malpractice insurance premiums. In a 
October 26, 2011 letter from Israel to the 
entire hospital staff, he claims the Westchester 
Medical center contributes $20,000 annually 
toward the New York state pension for each 
nurse. The total pension payment by 2014 is 

expected to reach $70 million, according to 
Israel.

carl stokes, who has worked as a nurse’s 
assistant for six years in the Behavioral health 
center, was at the rally. “If they make these 
cuts I would worry about the safety of the 
patients.”

When long time nurses are let go, WMc 
has been filling their positions with “agency 
nurses” or “floaters,” nurses less familiar with 
the hospital and the patients. “These nurses 
are more harmful because they don’t know 
this community,” said Don Moyer, an emer-
gency room nurse at WMc since 1997. “They 
come from Texas, california, and often their 
only experience usually is working in a small 
community.”

catherine Brand, a nurse who has worked 
for 10 years at the Behavioral health center 
that helps troubled adolescents, said new 
nurses have to be trained. “Training them 
takes time away from us and away from the 
patients. The advantage for the administration 
is that they pay less in wages for the freelance 
nurses because they don’t pay benefits. By 
letting go seasoned nurses and hiring floater 
nurses makes it clear that this administration 
is union busting.”

The rally marchers listened to Westchester 
assemblyman Thomas abinanti. “Doctors 
alone don’t provide good healthcare. Doctors 
need qualified nurses and staff – and that’s all 
of you. We don’t want this center to go back to 
a second class institution.”

abinanti criticized the hospital admin-
istration for keeping their high salaries while 
cutting jobs. “This is class warfare. The guys at 

the top are the one percent who has system-
atically lowered the standards of this medical 
center. For a public institution, they are getting 
paid awfully high salaries.” By press time Israel 
had no comment on the rally or his salary. 
according to financial reports, Israel earns 
about $1.24 million. In a statement last month 
Israel defended the board’s salaries. “although 
WMc is a public institution, our salaries are 
on par with those paid by New York city 
academic medical centers.”

WMc is known for being the only 
burn unit between New York city and the 
canadian border. It is also the only Level One 
trauma center between New York city and 
albany and takes patients from seven coun-
ties. The center was formerly a county-owned 
hospital, but in 1998 the center split from the 
county and became a public benefit corpora-
tion, a move that drastically diminished the 
county’s oversight ability.

“The county is now a separate entity, but 
they still can place people on WMc’s board,” 
said staino, adding that the governor and 
senators can also recommend people to the 
board. staino is hopeful that both groups can 
come to an agreement with WMc’s admin-
istration before the end of the year. “If we 
can work together, we might be able to save 
hundreds of jobs. We are having discussions 
and we will continue to have discussions.”
Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance 
journalist who writes local news, about environ-
mental issues, art, entertainment and food. Her 
debut novel, “Nuclear Romance” was recently 
published. Visit the book’s website, http://nuclear- 
romance.wordpress.com/ .

Medical Job Cuts Angers WMC Staffers
By ABBY LUBY

Catherine Brand and NYS Assemblyman Tom 
Abinanti.

NYSNA at rally.

CSEA and NYSNA members at rally.Rally at WMC last week.

CSEA staffers at rally.

 LEARNING

They came in 
their hordes. Friends, 
frenemies and 
outright enemies 
posing as long-lost 
friends queued to 
provide the news 
channels, late-night 

talk shows and influential blog sites with huge 

endorsements of a man now being equated 
to edison and Ford in terms of his creative 
output. history will ultimately decide. What 
is unequivocal is the peak to which apple 
ascended after nearly being run into the 
ground after Job’s eviction and his ultimate 
reinstatement; or the success of Pixar. he was 
neither a software nor hardware engineer, 

Continued on page 13

Steve Job’s Brain and the American Dream
By THE UsCORP TEAM
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Continued from page 12
yet steve Jobs enabled apple to give birth to 
a slew of products that changed how people 
communicate and indeed perceive the world. 
a new product launch would invariably bring 
shopping malls to a standstill as adoring 
fans spent tens of hours in huge queues to 
purchase the latest product. how then did 
this college dropout, without huge technical 
skills turn silicon Valley, the music industry 
and communication in general upside down? 
To answer this we shall not focus on his biog-
raphy that has been described many dozens 
of times, and currently in a new incarnation 
thanks to Walter Isaacson’s latest biography. 
We will rather focus on a number of socio-
cultural events that occurred in his life and 
molded a brain to become steve Job’s brain.

First and foremost, steve Jobs was 
a sensualist. In the tradition of aristotle 
and William James, Jobs’ entire reality was 
dictated by sensation and perception rather 
than abstraction. Whether we consider his 
practice of Buddhism, his brief foray into the 
use of psychedelics or his fascination with 
calligraphy while auditing classes at reed 
college, steve appeared to engulf himself 
with sensory experience. This was his search 
for reality and meaning rather than creating 
abstractions in a world drowning in a sea 
of abstractions. In a way, calligraphy was a 

form of kinesthetic meditation leading on 
to beautiful mandalas. This sensory evoca-
tion is what really made steve steve. Most 
of us look, but how many of us actually see? 
Jobs had routinely stated that without his 
training in calligraphy, his products would 
have been mundane. No doubt, the right 
hemisphere of his brain that deals with the 
creative and the estheric must have been very 
well developed. There is also a large body of 
evidence that demonstrates in several ways, 
including the use of brain scans, how these 
meditation practices in general and Buddhist 
meditations in particular enable the right 
hemisphere of the brain to more synchro-
nously interact with the left hemisphere that 
is more inclined to logic and mathematics via 
the thick band of neural conduction known 
as the corpus callosum.

second, Jobs was adopted. adopted 
by wonderful salt-of-the earth parents, but 
nevertheless adopted. In a way, people who 
are adopted are like immigrants to a new 
country. They very often excel beyond the 
average as they are always, in the words 
of Professor Gordon allport becoming – 
striving towards new goals and realities. 
More important however, there is always 
a part of them that feels like an outsider. 
While loneliness is obviously a drawback, the 
huge benefit of an outsider’s mentality is the 

ability to view things from new perspectives, 
constantly challenging the status quo. From 
idolizing the legendary telephone hacker 
captain crunch in the early years, through 
to making cell phones really sexy, his mantra 
did not appear to be “how?” but rather “how 
else?” how the principle of becoming or 
being an outsider actually creates the alchemy 
of creativity in the brain is unknown. The 
truth to this reality is unequivocal. Take a 
look at the biographies found in Nobel.org.

Third, steve Jobs was a master of the 
principle of the Mastermind alliance. First 
described by Napoleon hill and subsequently 
reincarnated into terms such as alex Osborn’s 
brainstorming, this is a principle in which an 
individual recruits others who have comple-
mentary skills which synergistically enables 
the group to achieve a common goal. Jobs 
had several vital members of this alliance. his 
parents provided him with the unconditional 
love and confidence to take on the world. his 
early friendship with Daniel Kottke with 
whom he shared his early spiritual sojourn, 
and who ultimately became an early apple 
employee was another vital component to 
this alliance. Though not an engineer, having 
steve Wozniak as one’s personal technology 
mentor no doubt enabled Jobs to ultimately 
realize that he could “calligraphize” the tech-
nologies produced by these technical wizards 
into beautiful devices of artistic magnificence 
and to communicate these to the public 

with a sensuality that would make casanova 
proud and marketing professors catatonic 
with confusion. his low-key Palo alto 
sunday morning walks with Bill campbell; 
apple board director and labeled by Fortune 
magazine as the “coach of silicon Valley;” 
enabled Jobs to remain grounded while at 
the same time discussing new vistas with a 
trusted confidant.

These three points were powerful adju-
vants enabling steve Jobs brain to undergo 
neuroplastic changes in which more and 
more neural connections (synapses) were 
made with each challenge. In a funny way, 
this is reminiscent of famed cyberneticist 
Norbert Wiener’s book “G-D and Golem” 
in which an imput ultimately produces a 
new state of consciousness. Maybe that was 
steve’s real secret of success - the appreciation 
that beauty ultimately creates a life of its own.
UsCorp is a global consulting, training and 
coaching company comprised of a team of physi-
cians, psychiatrists and business consultants 
dedicated to translating the latest scientific 
research in the neurosciences, medicine, psychi-
atry, business management and leadership to 
enhance performance and innovation in the 
corporate arena as well as our clients’ profes-
sional, educational and personal lives. Contact 
Details – Website: http://www.uscorpn.com; 
eMail: ustogether@uscorpn.com; Telephone: 
914-500-1778.

Steve Job’s Brain and the American Dream

 MEDICINE

It was my first and what 
would end up to being my 
most important interview 
to promote my book, “What 

Your Doctor Won’t (or can’t) Tell You.” I was 
invited to talk live on The Today show with 
ann curry. I was quite anxious about going 
before the cameras but determined to tell 
my story. I know folks might think I wrote 
the book just to make money or to promote 
myself -- a not surprising thought from some 
of the cynical souls out there -- but for me it 
was all about telling a story that needed to be 
told.

Yet when I was interviewed by the 
producer of the segment two days prior to 
the interview, she warned me in no uncer-
tain terms not to discuss anything about the 
pharmaceutical industry. No doubt naive, I 
tried to convince her that my chapter on Big 
Pharma was the best and most enlightening -- 
and probably most damning -- portion of my 
book. But she was emphatic. No one would be 
interested in it. I was not to discuss it.

Yet I am such an iconoclast that I 

became more concerned with the producer’s 
attempted censorship than with selling my 
book. so when I sat down with ann curry 
a few minutes before the interview, I told her 
about the producer’s warning and asked her if 
that was because so many of the Today show’s 
commercials were paid for by Big Pharma.

Ms. curry, I remember, seemed quite 
offended by my question and told me I could 
discuss anything I thought was relevant to my 
book. and so when she asked me her first 
question, carefully scripted by her producers, 
I managed to talk about the pharmaceutical 
companies and the expensive, though not 
always superior, medications they coax some 
doctors into prescribing.

I did not hear her scream, but I suspect the 
producer was apoplectic. ann was very profes-
sional and courteous during the remainder 
of the interview, but I left wondering if I had 
just screwed my publisher and myself by not 
playing the game. as it was, the “live” inter-
view had been taped because of breaking 
coverage of one of the wars going on.

Continued on page 14

The Interview ‘The Today Show’ Did Not 
Want To Televise  By Dr. EVAN LEVINE

http://www.yorktownjewelers@yahoo.com
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several days later, while I was out on my 

book tour, both my agent and my publisher 
called to let me know that the folks at NBc 
thought that I performed so poorly on my 
interview that they could not televise it. a week 
later, however, my agent called me to tell me he 
had reviewed the DVD of the interview and 
thought I had done very well. and then I real-
ized what had likely happened. I had opened 

up my foolish iconoclastic mouth and violated 
a taboo (don’t talk about Big Pharma) and the 
punishment for that was to have my interview 
placed on a shelf instead of on the air.

Getting to ann curry, the only person 
who could help me, was not an easy task, as my 
agent and publisher had pretty much called it 
a day after my publication date. But like any 
street-smart Brooklyn boy would, I figured I 
could send her a message in the form of a huge 

floral arrangement. and so with a quick call to 
1-800-Flowers, I ordered a huge assortment 
of flowers and left a message that said, “ann, I 
thought you said I could talk about anything I 
wanted to. Thanks, Dr. evan Levine.”

a day later the interview aired on The 
Today show, although the staff never gave 
a courtesy heads up to anyone at Putnam 
Publishing, to my agent or even to me. The 
interview is now on YouTube. readers, you be 
the judges. Let me know if I did so poorly that 
the piece should not have been televised.

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=63cWvtGPonu
Dr Evan Levine is the author of “What Your 
Doctor Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You” and a prac- 
ticing cardiologist in Westchester and The Bronx. 
He is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 
at Montefiore Medical Center. Dr. Levine can be 
reached at 914-237-1332 or mailto:VaNLeV@
aol.com.
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The Interview ‘The Today Show’ Did Not Want To Televise

Movie Review:  
“The Descendants” (+)

This film received extraordinary reviews, 
especially from a.O. scott who, in his New 
York Times analysis, wrote: “To call ‘The 
Descendants’ perfect would be a kind of insult, 
a betrayal of its commitment to, and celebration 
of, human imperfection. Its flaws are impossible 
to distinguish from its pleasures.”

I was looking forward to seeing the movie, 
thinking I would be blown away by the acting 
and the script. I was not. It’s a good but not a 
great film.

The relatively modest story takes place 
in hawaii. Matt King (George clooney) is a 
wealthy real estate lawyer in charge of a trust 
created by the last princess of hawaiian royalty, 
his ancestor of generations ago. he must decide 

whether or not to sell her enormous land 
holdings for housing, hotel and golf course 
development.

at the same time, Matt is dealing with 
distressing personal issues. his wife, elizabeth 
(Patricia hastie), is in a coma as a result of a 
powerboat accident, and he is taking care of 
their 10-year-old daughter, scottie (amara 
Miller). Their older daughter, 17-year-old 
alex (shailene Woodley), is away at a private 
school. alex, an alcoholic and possibly a drug 
user as well, exhibits enormous ill will towards 
her hospitalized mother. Matt later learns 
that alex’s anger stems from learning that her 
mother was having an extramarital affair.

how Matt handles his personal life and 
his role as trustee of the family’s real estate, on 
behalf of relatives who are hoping to inherit 
millions of dollars, is the heart of the movie. at 

the opening of the 
film, he engages 
in a soliloquy with the movie audience talking 
about his problems.

clooney is the consummate actor, certain 
and steady in his delivery. In the film he is hand-
somely groomed and never raises his voice even 
when exhibiting anger. I met him once when 
he came to the building where I do my weekly 
radio show. he was scheduled to be interviewed 
by charlie rose. he was extraordinarily hand-
some, superbly dressed, very polite and very 
likeable. In this movie, I thought, he portrays 
his own personality.

You’ll like his picture, as I did, but it won’t 
make your top-ten list of favorite films. When 
I returned home after seeing the movie, I 
watched “Moonstruck” on WNeT 13, star-
ring cher, Nicolas cage, Vincent Gardenia, 

Olympia Dukakis and Danny aiello. Now that 
is an extraordinary movie not requiring hype to 
fill the theater and one that you will remember.
Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews at www.
MayorKoch.com.

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

Brother ray made his way to the top of 
the charts at atlantic records but when his 
contract was up for renewal charles signed 
on with aBc-Paramount who offered ray 
one of the most lucrative contracts of its 
time, and perhaps ever. so from 1960-1973 
charles recorded under the aBc moniker, 
which is the subject of this five cD box-set, 
titled “singular Genius” the complete aBc 
singles which is now being distributed by 
the concord Music group. Of note: these 
one hundred and six tracks have all been 
re-mastered and the sound quality is defi-
nitely enhanced and noticeably improved. 

additionally this well manufactured box-set 
comes with a booklet that contains informa-
tive notes about each and every track which is 
in chronological order, there’s also a forty-five 
rPM single sleeve- cute.

Obviously all the big hits are here “hit 
the road Jack,” “Georgia on my Mind,” 
“unchain My heart,” “Baby, It’s cold 
Outside,” “I can’t stop Loving You,” “You 
Don’t Love Me,” are just some of the chart-
toppers that are offered on the first disc, and 
there are plenty more. Yet what makes it for 
me are the other lesser known tunes like 
“smack Dab In the Middle,” “I chose to sing 

the Blues,” “I Don’t Need No Doctor,” “If It 
Wasn’t For Bad Luck,” “Feel so Bad,” “every 
saturday Night,” and plenty others make for 
having this set as part of your collection. That 
is if you don’t already have them compiled on 
countless other compilation offerings. Thus I 
would advise Brother ray fans to check the 
song-titles to see if you might already have a 
chunk of these tunes in your library.

upon departing aBc, charles 
continued on with a vibrant career, including 
a 1988 album he made for columbia with 
B.B. King, Lou rawls, and Milt Jackson 
titled “Just Between us.” The entire price of 

admission can be made for the tune “save the 
Bones for henry Jones’ where ray and Lou 
rawls trade off vocals and jive each other out 
of site, with Milt Jackson’s vibes on board too, 
it’s a precious tune.

But back to the main theme of this 
box-set “singular Genius” is a well done 
documentary of what was (arguably) ray 
charles’s most productive body of work. Is 
this box-set essential? Yes if you want at your 
fingertips all of these aBc singles (a and B 
sides,) but perhaps not if you are like others 

Continued on page 15

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO
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ray charles “singular Genius” The complete 
aBc singles 5 cD Box-set concord
“Just in time for the Holidays, a 
Brother Ray box-set!”
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who have many of these songs on other 

singular albums and/or other box-sets/compi-
lations. so you’d have to be the judge of that. 
In summary, concord has done a very amiable 
job in putting forward and archiving this era of 
ray’s career, it’s a great place to start for those 
who have limited access to charles’ recordings, 
as it is arranged, packaged and documented it 
in top-shelf like fashion. Which recalls an old 

concept: remember when box-sets like this were 
readily offered for the winter holidays season? 
Well santa will be arriving soon, so what better 
way to educate (or reeducate) a friend or family 
member by giving a gift that will continually 
keep giving for many years to come: ray charles 
“singular Genius” The complete aBc singles. 
ho-ho-ho!

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

Ray Charles The Complete ABC Singles 5 CD Box-Set 

 COMMUNITY

at the city of New rochelle’s 
48th annual Thanksgiving Parade 
there was something for everyone. It 
proceeded down North avenue from 

near eastchester road, turned right on Main street 
and ended at the Maple avenue Parking Lot. 
There were bands, floats, military, school groups 
and a wide range of participants representing many 
different organizations and merchants. The New 
rochelle chamber of commerce and the city of 
New rochelle sponsored the event amid specula-
tion that there would be no financing by the city 
of parades next year. state senator Jeff Klein was 
also in the parade as a sponsor. The police officers 
on duty, including Fudge, stood patiently waiting 
for it to begin.

Leading the parade was a group of eight 
Mount Vernon, stamford and New rochelle 
police officers on motorcycles blasting their sirens. 
This was followed by an honor guard and bagpipers 
from the emerald society of Westchester county. 
The Grand Marshall, Police commissioner Patrick 
carroll, followed by the New rochelle high 
school Band proudly sporting their purple and 
white uniforms. The Police Department critical 
Incident unit and Mobile Precinct were next. a 
group of city officials: councilmen Lou Trangucci 
and al Tarantino, Mayor Noam Bramson and his 
wife and two children marched. Then there was a 
chamber of commerce Float showing a King and 
Queen with a big plush turkey.

The long list of participating groups included 
many schools. Isaac Young students sported green 
balloons. Webster school students chanted, “Let’s 
go Webster.” holy Name school had a red, white 
and blue float with children on it. Next came 
Barnard school, William B. Ward school, Jefferson 
school students with red jackets and Trinity 
elementary school students with blue jackets and 
an impressive marching band of drummers, and 
columbus school students with blue shirts wishing 
everyone a happy Thanksgiving. a New rochelle 
high school group exhibited a cheering routine for 
the spectators.  There were cub scouts from holy 
Family, New rochelle cubs Wolf Den, Troop 3/5, 
Girl scouts in green, and Brownies in brown, who 
spiritedly chanted, “We are the girl scouts, mighty, 
mighty girl scouts.” There was an assortment of 
other participants including a jeep holding Miss 

Westchester from Larchmont. a New rochelle 
honda car was accompanied by three clowns with 
red smocks and striped slacks.

Former state assemblyman ron Tocci 
marched with the veterans. From a float for missing 
in action service men, Peter Parente asked the 
crowd to “pray for the troops.” soon following was 
a marching band dressed in black wearing santa 
hats. The united Veterans float decorated in red, 
white and blue had a sign,” we remember.” The 
New rochelle karate team in white uniforms came 
before the New rochelle chevrolet float that held 
the statue of Liberty. New York state Troopers and 
crime stoppers, and sPca of Putnam marched 
next. The New rochelle Fire Department, which 
is celebrating its 150th year, had several fire trucks 
and ladders and one truck had clowns sitting on the 
back.

The Irish Benevolent society’s float with green 
trim had members with green hats greeting the 
crowd. soon the Iona Bagpipe Band appeared 
playing the Marine hymn. after a few more 
groups including a red cross disaster relief truck, 
a rescue 4 truck with santa on top ended this 
glorious parade.

spectators were quick to comment. Dolores 
Micutte said, “The parade was O.K., but used to be 
better.” Jessica coucimho was enthusiastic saying, “I 
liked it.” B. Johnson said, “The parade was nice, but 
it was a whole lot smaller than when he was a kid.”

The sharpest words were by Lisa samela who 
was a partner in Twin Donuts for 17 years until they 
lost their lease. she felt it was a shame what has 
happened to New rochelle. There is “nothing for 
my kids to do here. Now you have to go to White 
Plains or The Bronx. avalon residents don’t shop 
here.” Now she lamented, “They want to cut school 
crossing guards. It takes 20 minutes to go down 
Main street to go to a 99 cent or fruit store.”

Psychologists in recent years have been studying 
the beneficial effects of the powerful emotions, 
which occur when giving thanks. certainly this 
Thanksgiving Day Parade demonstrates the pride 
and thankfulness many resident have for the city 
of New rochelle. Isn’t that reason enough to think 
about all that we have here for which we can be 
thankful.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.

A Thanksgiving Parade and A Reason To Be Thankful
By PEGGY GODFREY
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2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
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Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.
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This week, I would like to 
address two important items 
on the agenda that deal greatly 
with conservative politics 

and beliefs. In response to last week’s article, 
a member of my website, www.theconser-
vativetorch.com, posted in the forums that I 
was inaccurate in stating that the constitution 
and the Founding Fathers were conservative. 
Let me further detail this so as to clarify for 
optimum accuracy. The term “conservative” as 
we have come to know it in this nation is not 
the “conservative” term used during the time 
of the american revolution. “conservatives” 
of the 18th century were known as those 
who sought to uphold the established order. 
For example, they were strongly against the 
ideas of the Founding Fathers, the creation of 
this nation, and the constitution. They were 
loyal to conserving the status quo, the British 
empire. In attempting to conserve the status 
quo of that that time, the conservatives were 
for bigger government as that was the estab-
lished system in the colonies under British 
rule. This belief and “conservative” name 
are still very much connected in europe, as 
european conservatives are those who seek 
to maintain the current system and its tradi-
tional actions, which often are in the frame of 

socialism and other left-wing 
ideologies.

however, america, as 
the 18th century turned into 
the 19th, 20th, and now the 
21st century, has modi-

fied the term “conservative.” Now, the term 
“conservative” is reserved for those who seek 
to conserve what the Founding Fathers and 
the constitution represented. conservatives 
seek to maintain the integrity, validity, and 
practice of the Founding Father’s beliefs. This 
includes limited government and individual 
freedom. Therefore, the “liberals” during the 
time of the american revolution were the 
Founding Fathers; they sought to be liber-
ated from the tyranny of the British crown. In 
essence, the terms “conservative” and “liberal” 
meant the exact opposite of what they mean 
today. Today, “liberals” in america seek to 
modify the thoughts of the Founding Fathers 
and liberate themselves from traditional 
(Founding Fathers) thoughts, as well as the 
status quo. I felt it was necessary to clarify this 
for anyone who wants to make the argument 
that this nation was founded on “liberal” prin-
ciples and not “conservative” ones. although 
they are right, it must be made known that the 
“liberal” term of the 18th century is attached to 
“conservative” policies of the 21st century and 
the “conservative” term of the 18th century 
is attached to the “liberal” policies of the 21st 
century.

secondly, I would like to discuss the 

debates that have been occurring in the G.O.P. 
primary race. It is important to note that the 
former speaker of the house, Newt Gingrich, 
is started to surge in the polls. Various polls 
conducted by such outlets as the cBs and 
cNN have had Newt tied with Mitt romney 
for the republican nominee field lead. 
Personally, I believe this can be attributed to 
his shear knowledge of american history, his 
resume of balanced budgets and job growth, 
and his excellent debate skills. To date, I have 
yet to see him seriously stumped on a question 
asked of him in any debate. he is surging at 
the right time with the first caucuses set for 
less than two months away. It is quite possible 
that Newt could be the “romney alterna-
tive” that many conservative and republican 
voters have been searching for. however, it 
can’t be ignored that it isn’t a coincidence that 
Newt is soaring just as cain is falling. The 
sexual harassment scandal against cain and 
his recent snafus on foreign policy-related 
questions have severely hurt his support. This 
is evidenced by the fact that he has gone from 
front-runner to third and in some cases, fourth 
place in the polls. cain’s image and reputa-
tion have hurt his potential as the “romney 
alternative” and due to this voters are taking 
a second look at Newt for the answer to that 
dilemma. I have stated on my radio program 
that I belief these accusations against cain 
are too uncertain to be validated, the story 
has changed to many times. herman cain 
still has my vote, until he either becomes the 

next president or is mathematically out of the 
primary process, delegate-wise.

candidates such as Jon huntsman, rick 
santorum and ron Paul are thinning out the 
field and are simply taking away votes from 
those candidates who could become a national 
candidate against Obama. They haven’t reso-
nated with the american people for various 
and sometimes unknown reasons. Michelle 
Bachmann and rick Perry will not be the 
nominee but have tremendous staying power. 
however, putting Newt Gingrich aside, it 
seems as if after each debate, Mitt romney 
appears to be the candidate who has the race 
in hand; even though he hasn’t risen in the 
polls, he hasn’t fallen either. however, as stated 
before, there is that need for a “romney alter-
native.” Why is that? What are these major 
issues with romney? Why hasn’t he surged 
miles ahead of everyone else, like a true front-
runner would? Why is he often challenged 
by many in his own party as well as by many 
conservatives? Find out next week my fellow 
patriots. Be safe and Be Well.
Carmine Torchetti is the host of The Conservative 
Torch Radio Program on WGRN, the Westchester 
Guardian Radio Network. Future aspirations 
include taking his conservative message national 
so as to demonstrate the importance of imple-
menting Conservative ideals for the betterment of 
the nation. For more information on Carmine or 
the radio program, please visit www.theconser-
vativetorch.com.

Clarity for Accuracy
By CARMINE J. TORCHETTI, JR.

 THE CONSERVATIVE  TORCH

 RELIGION

Bronx, NY-Fordham university today 
honors the former Prelate of the ukrainian 
catholic church and his successor at a 
Tribute to ukrainian catholic church 
Leaders at university church on the rose 
hill campus.

Patriarch emeritus Lubomyr cardinal 
husar, Gsas ‘66, will be honored with an 
unveiling and blessing of the Patriarch’s coat 
of arms-a marble mosaic recently installed in 
the university church sanctuary. cardinal 
husar is one of eight cardinals that have had 
a direct relationship with Fordham as either 
students or faculty.   cardinal husar served as 
exarch of the archiepiscopal exarchy of Kyiv 
and Vyshhorod from 1995. In December 
2000, Pope John Paul II named husar apos-
tolic administrator of the ukrainian Greek 
Major-archeparchy of Lviv, and in January 
2001 the ukrainian Greek synod elected 
him Major archbishop. he stepped down 
this year due to ill health.   his successor, 

Major archbishop sviatoslav shevchuk, 
was enthroned as Prelate on March 27, 
2011. archbishop shevchuk will 
represent cardinal husar at today’s 
event and receive an honorary 
doctorate from Fordham. The new 
Prelate shevchuk, just 40 
years old when he was elected, 
is the ukrainian catholic 
church’s youngest bishop. 
he has said that he believes the other 
bishops elected him to promote unity 
within the church and with other 
christians. archbishop shevchuk 
previously served at the eparchy 
of santa Maria del Patrochino 
in Buenos aires. he is fluent in 
ukrainian and spanish and has a 
strong command of seven other 
languages. This is archbishop 
shevchuk’s first visit to New York.

The event will be attended by 

numerous university officials and religious 
leaders including: Father Joseph Mcshane, 

s.J., President, Fordham university, 
his Beatitude sviatslov shevchuk, 
head and Father of the ukrainian 
catholic church, Bishop Basil h. 

Losten, eparch emeritus 
of stamford, ukrainian 
catholic church, Bishop 
Paul chomnycky, O.s.B.M., 

eparch of stamford, ukrainian catholic 
church, archbishop antony, ukrainian 
Orthodox church of the united states 
of america, archbishop stefan soroka, 

ukrainian catholic church, rev. Mark 
arey, representing the Greek 
Orthodox church of america and 
archbishop Timothy Dolan, roman 
catholic archbishop of New York.

With some 5 million faithful 
worldwide, the ukrainian catholic 
church acts as a bridge between 

eastern and Western christianity. It is a 
minority church in ukraine, where the 
Orthodox church retains wide member-
ship, but is the largest sui juris eastern church 
in full communion with the holy see. The 
church has been experiencing resurgence in 
the ukraine since the fall of communism in 
1989.

Fordham is co-sponsoring the event 
with the ukrainian catholic education 
Foundation.

Fordham university was founded in 
1841. Fordham is the Jesuit university of 
New York, offering exceptional educa-
tion distinguished by the Jesuit tradition 
to more than 15,100 students in its four 
undergraduate colleges and its six graduate 
and professional schools. It has residential 
campuses in the Bronx and Manhattan, a 
campus in West harrison, N.Y., the Louis 
calder center Biological Field station in 
armonk, N.Y., and the London centre at 
heythrop college in the united Kingdom.

Fordham University Honors Leaders of Ukrainian Catholic Church
New Ukrainian Greek Archbishop, Sviatoslav Shevchuk, to receive Honorary Degree
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FRI, DEC 16 @ 8Gift Cards

Make Great

Holiday 
Presents!

V i n c e N e i l
Tattoos & Tequila Tour

Legendary Frontman of
Motley Crüe Singing Crüe hits

“Home Sweet Home,” 
“Wild Side,” “Looks That Kill,” 

and new solo album songs!

THURS, JAN 19 @ 8

 
THE RIDGEFIELD PLAYHOUSE 

THE RIDGEFIELD PLAYHOUSE

80 East Ridge • Ridgefield, CT
203.438.5795

Dave Matthews Lead 
Guitarist and Collaborator!

5-Time Grammy Award Winner

ROBERT CRAY
Hits include Smoking Gun, 
Don’t Be Afraid Of  The Dark
and more!

FRI, DEC 2 @ 8

WED, DEC 7 @ 8

A Rockapella
Holiday

A Cappella Holiday 
Music at its Best!

A Christmas Carol
A lively reading 

of the classic Dickens’ tale.

Join the actors for a festive feast 
in the lobby after the show!

FRI, DEC 9 @ 8

SUN, DEC 11 @ 5:30 SHOW / 7PM FEAST

Great 
Holiday Shows

for the 
Entire 
Family!

SUN, DEC 4 @ 6:30

PRINCE OF THE CITY
Q&A with Actor

TREAT WILLIAMS

Join this Tony Award winner 
along with Harvey Fierstein and 
Other Broadway pals for a great

night of Holiday music!

Debbie Gravitte 
All-Star Broadway Holiday Show

Holiday Cooking with 
Chef Jehan deNoüe

Live cooking demo on the 
Playhouse stage!

Wine tastings with each course!
From delicate cheeses to 

decadent desserts.

TUES, DEC 13 @ 7:30

The Ridgefield Playhouse 
Film Society Presents
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There can be liveliness 
without life. Galvani has 
shown that running an elec-
tric current through dead 
frogs can put movement into 

them, and something like that comes to mind 
watching Theresa rebeck’s latest, “seminar.”

rebeck is a prolific writer and, like other 
polygraphers, uneven, producing works of 
vastly divergent quality. In “seminar,” she 
has imagined what happens when a well-
known and sharp-tongued novelist and editor, 
Leonard, is hired by four students paying 
$5000  each to mold them into successful 
fiction writers.

They have weekly sessions in the large 
upper West side family apartment, now 
solely inhabited by prickly Kate (there are no 
last names), and serving as classroom for her; 
for the well-connected and dapper Douglas, 

nephew of a famous playwright; for 
the talented but quirky and insecure 
Martin; and for the flippant Korean 
nymphomaniac, Izzy.

I doubt whether the impecunious 
Martin and the immature Izzy (she 
still lives with her parents) could come 
up with that much money for tuition, 
and I question a prominent litterateur’s 
conducting such a seminar--and, if so, 
reveling in patronizing and insulting 
his students. To complicate matters, 
he seems to have been caught years 
ago in a plagiarism scandal, which may 
have contributed to his having stopped 
writing.

But if that is so, why does he 
take off periodically for troubled regions like 
Moldavia, rwanda, and somalia? No expla-
nation provided. even less probably, he can 
evaluate, for good or bad, a student’s writing 
from the first few words of a story or the 
glancing at a couple of pages of a novel.

some of this may pass as poetic—or 
dramatic—license (a theater audience can’t 
wait for a long read), but a lot of it is hokum. 

especially contrived is the play’s feelgoodism, 
whereby each character, however floundering, 
ends up, if not with literary achievement, at 
least with bedding one or two of the other 
personae. “seminar” has some fairly amusing 
dialogue, including pointed one-liners, but is 
without much depth of characterization. The 
price of crowd-pleasing slickness is superfici-
ality and improbability.

still, under sam Gold’s polished direc-
tion, there is effective acting. Lily rabe’s Kate 
exudes convincing contradictoriness, and 
hamish Linklater’s Martin is a believable 
neurotic mess. Jerry O’connell is a smoothly 
verbose Douglas, and hetienne Park, though 
not very alluring, a breezily swinging Izzy.

Towering over them all is that splendidly 
sophisticated British actor alan rickman, as a 
sublimely condescending Leonard,

Continued on page 18

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Literary and Other Politics
By JOHN SIMON

Great stage star, great playwright: Theater is 
all in the family for Lily Rabe and her Tony-
winning father, David Rabe. (The two plan 

to collaborate later this season in the world 
premier of Rabe’s A Small History of Fire.)

Lily Rabe and Jerry O’Connell savor the 
opening night applause.

The distinguished cast of Seminar-Hettiene Park, 
Hamish Linklater, Alan Rickman, Lily Rabe and Jerry 

O’Connell-steps forward during their opening night 
curtain call.Alan Rickman and Lily Rabe create 

stage fireworks in Seminar.

Playwright Theresa Rebeck and Director Sam Gold join 
Hamish Linklater, Alan Rickman and Lily Rabe onstage 

at the Golden Theatre.

http://www.broadwaytheatre.com
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Continued from page 17
disbursing insult comedy as acidulously as one 
to snideness born. David Zinn contributed apt 
sets, and the play’s hundred intermissionless 
minutes go by as pleasantly and inconsequen-
tially as yesterday’s ice cream cone.

J. r. rogers’s “Blood and Gifts” (an inaus-
picious title) is a political thriller about the 
years 1981-91 and the decade-long soviet 
invasion of afghanistan, and russia’s eventual 
defeat, partly helped by mostly undercover 
u.s. aid. It is about diplomacy and intrigue, 
negotiation and espionage, and takes place 
in Pakistan, Washington and afghanistan. 
There is considerable untranslated dialogue 

in russian, Farsi, arabic and Pashtun, much 
overheated overlapping disputation, and occa-
sional chilling offstage bombardment.

so why, despite enormously impressive 
authorial research, prodigious display of polit-
ical savvy, smartly varied characterization, and 
apparent familiarity with exotic languages—
also laudable personal touches about marriages, 
births, and death—does rogers fail to engross 
me? I found the work hard to keep up with 
onstage, and subsequently somewhat puzzling 
even in the reading.

I have no end of admiration for the 
authenticity of presentation owed to Bartlett 
sher’s skilled direction, Michael Yeargan’s 
idiomatic scenery, persuasive costumes by 
catherine Zuber and savvy lighting by 
Donald holder. Jeremy Davidson as a tough 

cIa operative, Michael aronov as a cynical 
russian agent, Jefferson Mays as a fussily 
lovable British diplomat, Bernard White as 
a shrewd afghan warlord, Pej Vahdat as his 
excitable sidekick, Gabriel ruiz as a scheming 
Pakistani intelligence officer, John Procaccino 
and robert hogan as Washington politicos, 
could not be more vivid interpreters of well 
thought-out characters, and so on down to the 
least supporting players.

Then why didn’t I feel fully committed? 
somehow all that remote foreignness, and my 
essential uninvolvement in politics—perhaps 
even provincialism and slight xenophobia—
kept me, though unbored, unabsorbed. But 
don’t let me deter you if the subject interests you.
Photos by and courtesy of Bruce Glikas.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review and Washington 
Post. He has written profiles for Vogue, Town 
and Country, Departures and Connoisseur 
and produced 17 books of collected writings. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Literary and Other Politics

 EYE ON  THEATRE

 SPORTS

The Yonkers Gladiators 
youth football and cheer 
program, founded by the 
Nepperhan community 
center eight years ago, was 
developed with the inten-

tions of giving youth in the local community 
an after-school activity to keep youngsters off 
of the streets. and, it has done just that.

The center has surrounded children, 
between the ages of 7 and 14, with powerful 
role-models, who have taught them life 
lessons to be carried with them throughout 
their lives. The Yonkers Gladiators, primarily 
based in the northwestern part of the largest 
city in Westchester county, is made up of 
young athletes who reside in various neigh-
borhoods throughout the city of Yonkers.

The Yonkers Gladiators is a youth foot-
ball and cheer program for boys and girls 
(7-14 years old) separated into five different 
teams according to age and weight: Mitey 
Mites (ages 7-10), Jr. Pee Wee (ages 10-11), 
Pee Wee (ages 11-12), Jr. Midgets (ages 
12-13) and the 8th Grade all-american 
Team (8th grade students).

“Most of the Gladiators have been in the 
program since its inception eight years ago. 
They have grown into respectful and goal-
oriented overachievers. It has been great to 
see them grow from the tender age of seven 
and eight into teenagers, beginning their high 

school years,” said shauntrell James, presi-
dent of the Yonkers Gladiators youth football 
program. “They have learned the important 
principals of life. They have learned how to 
work well with others. They have acquired 
time-management skills, balancing sports 
and their academics, succeeding in both areas. 
Most of all, they have developed self-esteem.”
all teams have been successful. however, the 
Jr. Midget team, in particular, has recently 
reached great milestones. This team won nine 
games this year alone, only losing one game 
during the season. and, they recently won 
the Division I 2011 super Bowl champions 
of the Big apple Youth Football League on 
November 12th;this time they won against 
an undefeated Brooklyn renegades team 
that gave the Gladiators their only loss of 
the year. The game was a memorable one, 
with the final score being 7-6. With that 
win, the Jr. Midgets earned the opportunity 
to compete in the upcoming united Youth 
Football (uYF) National championships 
in Tampa Bay, Fla. during the week of 
December 4-10, 2011. The Mitey Mites 
team will also be going to championships.

This same group of kids went to Florida 
last year after winning the super bowl in the 
Pee Wee division and became the first youth 
football team ever in Yonkers to play for the 
american Youth Football (aYF) National 
championships in Orlando, Fla. according 

to the coaches, the experience was one the 
children will remember for a lifetime; they 
met kids their own age with similar interests 
from arizona, california, chicago, and other 
places throughout the country.

The Yonkers Gladiators’ dedicated 
coaches, Garfield heslop, ralph McKenley 
and Michael Bailey, volunteer their time 
everyday, picking kids up and taking them 
back and forth to practice. They also take 
time out of their schedules to monitor the 
boys in their academics, assisting them with 
tutoring when they are struggling with a 
particular subject.

“What began as just a mere thought 
years ago is now a success known by people all 
over the country,” Bailey said. “The program 
has helped kids receive scholarships from 
private schools such as archbishop stepinac 

high school, Iona Preparatory high school, 
and Mount st. Michaels academy. These 
achievements have allowed them to play for 
elite programs and receive great education.”

The Yonkers Gladiators youth football 
program provides daily instruction in football 
techniques and game strategies. Participants 
are taught self-discipline, teamwork, the 
importance of education and good citizen-
ship. This program operates between May 
and December, Monday through saturdays, 
from 5:00pm – 8:00pm. For more informa-
tion about the Yonkers Gladiators, visit www.
yogladiators.com.
Michael Bailey is one of the coaches for the Jr. 
Midget Team of the Yonkers Gladiators.

 

The Yonkers Gladiators Youth Football Team
By MICHAEL BAILEY

(Top: L-R):  Coach Mike Bailey, Rasheed Nathan (13), William Johnson (12), Maliq Rideau 
(13), Dandre Pressley (13), Gavin Heslop (14), Diamante Powell (13), President Shauntrell 

James  (Middle Left to Right) Coach Ralph McKenley, Terrell Morrison (13), Malik Mahdi (13), 
Deanthone’ Washington (12), Lavert Miller (13), Tajay Howard (11), Steven Bednar (12), Coach 

Garfield Heslop; (Bottom: L-R): Stepfone Vick (13), Paul Delgado (12), Noah Quintanilla (12), 
Julian Hendrickson (12), Olviin Dominquez (12), Yemisi Oyelakin (11)   Not In Picture: Noah 

Lawrence (13), Robert Bannister (13)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by directing 
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing to between 
350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone contact is 
requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor will be 
accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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 TRANSPORTATION

Patrick Foye, The Port 
authority’s new executive 
director, is taking the reins 
of an agency that is vital to 
the lives of millions of New 
Yorkers.  It’s an appropriate 

time to take stock of what direction the 
organization is following. Indeed, anxious 
commuters from the Lower hudson Valley 
are increasingly distressed at the Pa’s unre-
sponsive nature.

recent massive toll increases emphasize 
the extraordinary impact the Port authority 
has on the lives of vast numbers of local resi-
dents, who have no input into its decisions, or 
into how the extraordinary sums collected are 
spent. Other than the power of the governors 

of New York and New Jersey to appoint the 
Pa’s leadership, the people whose lives are 
directly affected by its decisions have no viable 
influence into its operations. Fury over that 
rather undemocratic fact has led the aaa to 
both sue the organization and to issue a call for 
corrective legislation.

In addition to its failure to adequately 
address ever-growing traffic congestion, the 
Pa’s excessive overtime costs ($85.7 million in 
2010,) its concentration on real estate devel-
opment instead of its core transportation 
mission, and its reputation of being “where 
good bureaucrats go when they die” fuel public 
anger.

To a great extent, the failure to address the 
Lower hudson Valley’s inadequate rail freight 

infrastructure is responsible for commuter 
woes, thanks to the large numbers of trucks 
that must take to our roads to make up its 
lack.  according to the Pa’s own estimates, 1.1 
billion tons of freight moves through our area 
by truck annually. Ironically, the very reason 
the Port authority was formed in 1921 was to 
increase rail freight from New Jersey to New 
York, a task which it never accomplished and 
which it has ignored for far too long.

The highly serious challenge caused by the 
lack of rail freight facilities was illustrated in a 
recent report by Benjamin Miller of the city 
university of New York.  Miller’s report notes 
that our region has “the lowest rate of rail 
freight use in the country.  The region’s conse-
quent dependence on trucking has imposed 

significant penalties: delays to traffic conges-
tion cost the region’s business and consumers 
billions of dollars a year.”

The Pa’s cross harbor Freight Program 
is supposed to begin, belatedly, to address at 
least part of this problem.  But it will require 
a firm commitment to be carried through to 
completion.

The lack of public involvement in the 
Port authority’s decision-making process has 
allowed the organization to engage in activities 
that provide more benefits for its bondholders 
than to the general public—and the local 
communities-- it was meant to serve.
Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr. can be reached at nycom-
munityaction@gmail.com. Visit the COMACTA 
website at comactainc.com. Vernuccio is the presi-
dent of the Community Action Civic Association, 
Inc.

Port Authority’s New Leadership Must Make Changes
By FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.

 REAL ESTATE

Yonkers, NY -- riverview club, a 
premier waterfront condominium located 
in the quiet Greystone neighborhood of 
northern Yonkers, held a seminar recently for 
renters and participants in its unique rent-to-
own program – a growing trend in the New 
York metropolitan area. The program allows 
current renters and first-time buyers to ease 
into purchasing a home after “test driving” 
it. In addition, buyers receive a credit for six 
months of rental payments, which facili-
tates homeownership at a time when many 
consider it unaffordable.

The informational session featured mort-
gage veteran Karl Panthen of Wells Fargo, 
who weighed in on the current real estate 
financing market and shared some recent 
anecdotes, including a deal he locked in for 
a client at a rate of just over two percent. 

Panthen commented that he has not seen 
rates this low in his more than 25 years in the 
industry. The numbers, he said, are evidence 
that the current market is a buyer’s dream.

“riverview club is such a unique project 
offering a variety of financing options,” 
Panthen noted. “The property is approved 
by both the Federal housing administration 
(Fha) and Federal National Mortgage 
association (FNMa), which allows 
purchasers to receive the very best rates and 
the lowest down payment possible.”

To date, approximately 40 percent of the 
purchasers at riverview club were originally 
rental tenants at the property.

Guests also heard from Gay Prizio of 

One of Riverview Club’s many amenities 
includes The Clubroom which features a 

fireplace, pool table, flat screen TV and serving 
kitchen.

Rent-to-Own Program Converts Large Percentage of Renters to Buyers at Exclusive 
Riverview Club Condo

Riverview Club, Westchester’s premier 
condominium (aerial view) along the Hudson 

River; Yonkers, New York. By William Jin

houlihan Lawrence, as well as randi Kahn 
and Jeff Bookman of river hill residential, 
LLc, sponsors of riverview club. Kahn 
and Bookman discussed the perks of 
purchasing a home that residents already 

love, in a neighborhood with which they are 
already familiar. Prizio made the point that 
recent statistics show that values in southern 
Westchester appear to have stabilized.

Continued on page 20

http://www.citycarting.com
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Continued from page 19
The seminar provided first-time buyers 

with the facts and know-how necessary to 
make educated property-related decisions. In 
addition, Prizio, stating, “numbers don’t lie,” 
demonstrated that it’s less expensive to own 
than rent at riverview club by providing an 
example of a $264,000 one-bedroom home. 
With only a ten percent down payment on 

the home, the total net monthly payment 
amounts to $1,325, she explained, which 
leads to a $300 saving when compared to the 
current monthly rent of $1,625.

riverview club hosted last week’s 
seminar in The clubroom, one of the 
property’s many five-star amenities. In 
addition, riverview club offers a state-of-
the-art fitness center, oversized pool with 

cabanas and 24-hour concierge service. 
The clubroom features a fireplace, pool 
table, flat screen TV and serving kitchen. 
residences range between $180,000 and the 
mid-$500,000s, with a variety of units from 
studios to three-bedroom homes. Bathrooms 
boast a contemporary sliding glass shower 
stall and espresso wood vanity, while kitchens 
feature granite countertops, Ge stainless 

steel appliances and a choice of three different 
finishes. Outfitted with carrera marble 
floors, every residence features a magnificent 
balcony with expansive, breathtaking views of 
the hudson river.
Photography by and courtesy of Joanne Canelli.
For more information, please visit www.
RiverviewClub.com.

Rent-to-Own Program Converts Large Percentage of Renters to Buyers at Exclusive Riverview Club Condo
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October 18, 2011
The honorable 

andrew M. cuomo 
Governor of New York state 

NYs state capitol Building 
albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor cuomo:
Last year the Village of Bronxville 

received a bill from the state for unfunded 
mandates that equated to a 4.5% tax increase. 

The pension costs increased by 40% from 
2010-2011 to 2011-2012 for the employee 
retirement system rates and the healthcare 
rate was increased by 11% in 2011 and is 
projected to be an additional 6% in 2012.  as 
someone governing at the local level, I affirm 
that the 2% tax cap is not only disingenuous 
given all of the state unfunded mandates but 
also truly injurious to the communities you 
swore to govern.

I encourage you, as most great statesmen 
do, to lead by example.  Make a pledge to your 
citizens that their New York state taxes will 
also be capped at the desired 2% and commit 
to not sending communities unfunded 
mandate costs above the cap amount.

I appreciate that the 2% cap makes for a 
terrific political sound bite and placed your 
governorship on the map early on but it 
simply does not work.  Please do not put the 
welfare of New York communities in your 
rear view mirror.

I implore you to have the courage and 
exert real leadership to confront the over 200 
unfunded state mandates that are the cost 
drivers behind the unsustainable payments 

municipalities are forced to send to the state 
each year.  confront the pension system, the 
provisions of the Taylor Law, the Wicks Law 
and the Triborough amendment.  unless 
you do, there will be many “harrisburgs” 
around the state in the not too distant future.

To absorb the unchecked and escalating 
mandate costs and stay within the cap, my 
colleagues and I will have to fire people, thus 
increasing unemployment in the state or 
discontinue services and programs making 
our communities less attractive to potential 
homebuyers than those in neighboring states.

The alarming lack of thought that went 
into the hasty passage of the 2% cap is never 
more evident than the lack of a provision that 
would exempt capital improvements from 
the cap.  In a state with a dangerously dete-
riorating infrastructure, communities should 
be incentivized, not penalized, for repairing 
bridges, roads and drainage systems.  With 
the cap in place, communities cannot afford 
to address the infrastructure, yet another 
reason to leave New York for more attractive 
communities.

at a recent meeting called by 
congresswoman Lowey to address the 
catastrophic flood problems in Westchester 
county, we all learned that any municipality 
considering Federal grants would not have 
the local portion exempt from the cap – yet 

another disincentive to do what is right for 
New York.

In order to be responsible elected officials, 
we are now placed in the very unfair position 
of appearing to be spend thrifts when in 
fact we are just being good stewards of our 
municipalities.  I know your home commu-
nity, Bedford, was given this Draconian 
choice and a bipartisan, committed Board 
unanimously overrode the 2% cap.

Governor, please do the right thing and 
address the underlying cost drivers that make 
the cap such a fallacy.  I eagerly await your 
response.

sincerely,
Mary c. Marvin, Mayor
In the interest of courtesy and collegi-

ality, I waited over one month to publish my 
letter in the hopes that I could also publish 
the Governor’s response.  To date, I have not 
received any acknowledgement from the 
Governor’s office.

since I sent my letter, some communities, 
including our Westchester neighbor croton-
on-hudson, have chosen to override the tax 
cap independent from their regular budget 
cycle in the spring.  When the time comes 
to roll up their sleeves and allocate resources 
for their community, they will now be able 
to do so without a purely political constraint 
looming over their decisions.  This in no way 
means communities will necessarily override 

Continued on page 21

Awaiting Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Response
By MARY C. MARVIN

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

http://www.ciaoeastchester.com
http://sdpainters@gmail.com
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speaking on behalf of the republican 
caucus of the Yonkers’ city council, Minority 
Leader John Murtagh said tonight that the 
caucus would be voting in favor of the settle-
ment of the lawsuit brought against the city 
and Mayor amicone and by “readers” of The 
Westchester Guardian a local tabloid.

 “Make no mistake about it” Murtagh 
said, “What was done here in removing The 
Westchester Guardian newspaper boxes from 
the streets of Yonkers was wrong and inde-
fensible. however, continuing this litigation 
at the cost of hundreds of thousands of addi-
tional dollars or even millions of dollars to 
the taxpayers with little likelihood of ultimate 

success would only make a bad situation 
worse.”

Murtagh, an attorney who has defended 
numerous such section 1983 civil rights cases 
in his private practice, explained that the fact 
that the Mayor has the right to insist that 
the city pay for an appeal and that such an 
appeal could risk bringing numerous other city 
employees back into court at substantial addi-
tional expense to the city made settlement 
now an unpleasant but financially sensible 
choice. realistic estimates of an appeal, cross-
appeal by the plaintiffs and possible retrial 
range from the high six figures to over a 
million dollars with no assurance of success 

after years more of litigation.
“While it is offensive to have to spend 

a dime of taxpayer money as a result of this 
escapade, we are now in a position where 
the lesser of two evils is cutting off costs 
before they double or triple. The taxpayers 
can either pay $393,338.00 now or, poten-
tially, over a million dollars down the road.” 
Murtagh concluded.

councilmember John Larkin echoed 
Murtagh’s sentiment saying that while 
he was outraged by the actions that led to the 
lawsuit in the first place he recognized that 
settlement, while unpleasant, was the fiscally 
prudent course.

councilmember 
Dennis shepherd said 
that the case was really 
an indictment of all that 
is wrong with the court 
system. “What was done 
by the administration was 
clearly wrong” shepherd 
said, “but that wrong was 
compounded by an abuse 
of the court system all of 

which left the taxpayers holding the bag.”
Source: Yonkers City Council Republican 
Caucus press release.

Yonkers City Council Republicans Reluctantly Support Settlement of “Guardian” Litigation
Settlement is Distasteful but the Right Financial Decision for the Taxpayers

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

Continued from page 20
the cap, merely that they will deliberate in a 
less politically charged environment.

also, in the past month, the New York 
conference of Mayors has echoed some of my 
concerns and has recommended amending 
the tax cap to exclude emergency expenditures 
resulting from destruction of or damage to 
municipal infrastructure or equipment, and 
expenses related to capital projects.  

In my letter, I mentioned the Governor’s 
unwillingness to confront the underlying 
cost drivers that necessitate unsustainable 
tax increases in local municipalities such as 
the Triborough amendment of the Taylor 
Law.  To explain more in depth for those not 
immersed in this every day, the Triborough 
amendment prohibits a public employer 
from altering any provisions of an expired 
labor agreement until a new agreement is 

reached.  Its effect is to require automatic 
pay increases where a salary step schedule or 
longevity schedule exists, common in school, 
police and fire services contracts.  as a result, 
an employer’s salary costs as well as health care 
costs continue to rise even when labor nego-
tiations are at an impasse.

This provision completely discourages 
compromise especially in a time of economic 
downturn.  For example, when most employers 
are now requiring some form of a health care 
contribution given the times we live in, why 

would a union rush to a bargaining table when 
the old contract, negotiated in better economic 
times, provides for 100% health care coverage?

This is just one example of the real issues 
the Governor should be addressing to keep 
taxes down and keep residents from fleeing 
New York.  Bumper sticker slogans without 
mandate relief is not the answer.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have suggestions or 
comments, consider directing your perspective by 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Awaiting Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Response
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 TRANSPORTATION

Nearly 15 years 
later and with a price 
tag of $743 million, 
a rate of $86 million 
per mile, Westchester 
residents will soon see 
a completed Interstate 
287.  The road is a life-
line for our residents.

The project has long been burdened 
by inadequate planning, unqualified 
design teams, lack of oversight, and a 
“rigid regional” funding system that 
made financing even more difficult when 
compounded with the current economic 
climate.  This project was approved during 
a different economy and there was wiggle 

room in the state budget.  Now, we unfor-
tunately don’t have the same luxuries and 
that has cost the taxpayers greatly while 
287 has been under construction.

Governor andrew cuomo recently 
implemented a new series of drastic 
reforms that will bring the cost of the I-287 
project under control and move up the 
often changed end date.  The Governor’s 
changes will significantly alter the way 
the Department of Transportation does 
business, making the Department more 
efficient on projects throughout New 
York.  Once again, he has shown strong 
leadership in advancing necessary change 
in the way state government functions.

The DOT used to operate with the 

goal of finishing only half of the state’s 
projects on time as well as allowing 
cost overruns to balloon 11%.  Moving 
forward, 90% of projects will be finished 
on schedule and overruns limited to 5%.  
In order to make logistical operations 
smoother, the Governor has directed 
the DOT to create a 2-week window to 
approve project alterations; previously 
a process that took up to a year and has 
been a source of significant delay on the 
I-287 construction.

These reforms came as a result of 
the investigation by Peter Lehrer at the 
request of the Governor’s Office and will 
directly address the significant issues that 
have slowed down the I-287 project and 
many others across the state.  Peter Lehrer 
is a renowned construction industry 
expert and also a Mamaroneck resident 
who most likely has been frustrated by 

the I-287 project himself.  In the spring, 
I drafted a letter signed by all seven 
assembly members from Westchester 
- republicans and Democrats - urging 
the Governor’s efforts for review and 
reform of this process. We’re happy to 
see the product of that request provide 
a thoughtful reform of the way the state 
handles these massive road projects.

Before these reforms, no one entity 
had the full responsibility and the ball 
would fall in the middle of the outfield.  
Now we’re catching the ball with both 
hands.
New York State Assemblyman George 
Latimer represents the 91st Assembly District 
comprised of communities in New Rochelle, 
Mamaroneck, Rye, and City of Rye. Reach 
out to George Latimer by directing email to: 
latimerg@assembly.state.ny.us

On the Road to Repair: The I-287 Project
By GEORGE LATIMER

 LEGAL

YONKers, NY 
-- after costly litiga-
tion to represent the 
city and Mayor Philip 
amicone as defendants 
in the lawsuit known as 

Guevera, et al. v. Philip amicone, et al., 
the city council tonight voted 5-2 to 
approve paying $393,338.00 to settle the 
case. Voting against the measure were 
city council President chuck Lesnick 
and councilmember Joan Gronowski.
STATEMENT

We just heard prior to tonight’s 
meeting from our Finance commissioner 
that the city of Yonkers is already over-
drawn on its financial settlements account 
– and to pay this settlement would only 
place the city deeper in debt.

Over the past week the council has 
spent many hours in executive session 
and in caucus being briefed by attorneys 
of different opinions as to whether this 
settlement will ultimately save or cost the 
taxpayers money going forward depending 
on possible subsequent appeals or actions. 

This settlement does not include more 
than $400,000 that the city has already 
spent in its own legal fees.

My fiduciary responsibility is to the 
taxpayers not only to stop the finan-
cial bleeding, but to also ensure that the 
city does not assume the obligation to 
pay for items for which it has no legal 
responsibility.

While I will not argue the law or 
revisit the case itself, it was clear that 
an order was given to city employees to 
remove certain newspaper boxes within 
the city of Yonkers from the public’s view.

Who gave this order and how it was 
carried out were at the heart of the trial 
issue.  No one from the city was ever fired 
or disciplined for giving the order. The 
jury found a preponderance of evidence to 
indicate that the mayor gave the order and 
by doing so, violated the federal constitu-
tional amendment that allows the press 
the freedom to deliver information and 
opinions to the public in an uncensored 
fashion.

To approve a settlement with no indi-
vidual accepting any responsibility for any 

mistake thwarts the intention of the jury’s 
punitive award, runs counter to the public 
policy that generally prohibits municipal 
indemnification of punitive damages and 
leaves the constitution vulnerable to 
future violations from those who might 
take a chance thinking that they too will 
be bailed out by the taxpayers.

Potter stewart, the late associate 
justice of the u.s. supreme court once 
said that “censorship reflects society’s lack 
of confidence in itself.  It is a hallmark of 
an authoritarian regime.”

having served many years in govern-
ment, I respect the media and the press 
for the necessary function it serves – to 
keep the public informed of the actions of 
its elected leaders. While I do not always 
concur with its coverage or the angle of a 
story – and I too have been blasted on the 
front page of the Westchester Guardian 
– I have taken an oath to uphold the 
constitution that protects the bedrock of 
our Bill of rights, the First amendment. 
and that means that no matter how 
seemingly fabricated, tainted, suspicious 
or slanderous some stories may appear to 

be, the press is to be protected in its efforts 
to report the truth.

The words of President Franklin D. 
roosevelt are just as important today as 
they were when he uttered them amidst 
the great war that defined the american 
spirit to safeguard humanity and its finest 
principles, “If in other lands the press 
and books and literature of all kinds are 
censored, we must redouble our efforts 
here to keep them free.”

While the dark days of totalitarian 
regimes are long behind us, we must 
always be vigilant to protect the freedoms 
we cherish and hold dear. For, even here 
in Yonkers, there will be those individuals, 
regardless of ranking and station, who 
may seek to grab hold of and maintain 
authority with any means possible.

To them I say, not on my watch, and 
not with our money.
Chuck Lesnick is the Yonkers City Council 
President.›

Council President Lesnick’s Statement on Resolution That  
Settles Guevera, Et Al. V. Philip Amicone, Et Al

By CHUCK LESNICK

“We must Always be 
Vigilant to Protect the 
Freedoms we Cherish”
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 THE HEZITORIAL

It was a well-orchestrated ambush of 
the Yonkers city council. a week after 
they conducted an executive session over 
the request of them by Yonkers Mayor Phil 
amicone to indemnify him of his personal 
responsibility in a First amendment lawsuit 
which he lost before Federal Judge cathy 
seibel and a jury of his peers, the Yonkers 
city council was ready to take a vote over 
whether they should indemnify Yonkers 
Mayor Phil amicone of his personal liability 
of $393,388.00 incurred when it was ascer-
tained that it was he who directed Yonkers 
Police Officers and DPW personnel to 
take the blue metal newspaper dispensers 
owned by The Westchester Guardian from 
the authorized city of Yonkers placements 
they were situated. The property owned by 
The Westchester Guardian, but removed as 
directed by Mayor amicone, caused the 
protection afforded Mayor amicone to be 
pierced. Mayor amicone’s directive was an 
act that was dismissive of the united states 
constitution’s First amendment guaran-
teeing the freedom of the press. By directing 
DPW and YPD personnel to remove the 
blue metal dispensers from their locations, 
Judge cathy seibel ruled that it was Phil 
amicone who is personally liable to satisfy 
the debt demanded of him by the court, and 
not the responsibility of the city of Yonkers. 
Phil amicone would not hear of it. The man 
voted into office, expected to be benevolent to 
the city in which he resides for all of his years 
except the first two, would turn on Yonkers 
and threaten its very viability were he not 
granted indemnification by the Yonkers city 
council.

The ploy worked. The ruling of 5 votes 
to indemnify won over the 2 votes cast 
not to indemnify. amicone seems to have 
concocted this ploy either on his own or with 
assistance, but that is of no consequence. 
The act of asking the Yonkers city council 
to indemnify him was a ploy that kicked 
Judge seibel’s ruling to the curb. There was 
never a challenge of her ruling after its initial 
rendering. One may only infer that is because 
the demeanor, conduct, professionalism, and 

execution of the law from her courtroom was 
and is impeccable.

amicone threatened the Yonkers city 
council by use of his surrogates, Yonkers 
corporation counsel, who argued that the 
Legislative body has purview in indemni-
fying the executive branch of a federal court 
judge ruling. That is not the case. It is a fabri-
cation. There is no such precedent.

Yonkers corporation counsel incul-
cated this line of reasoning from the lawyers 
who represented amicone before the federal 
court and failed in his defense. Yonkers 
corporation counsel pressed the point to 
the Yonkers city council membership that 
there is no threat from the outside for further 
litigation should they indemnify the mayor. 
They would go on to say that costs would 
accrue should the Yonkers city council not 
indemnify Phil amicone. The reason why 
was never fully divulged.

even so, it has been learned that the 
treasonous turncoat is none other than 
Phil amicone. It is he who would direct 
Yonkers corporation counsel to engage 
in challenging Judge seibel’s ruling by his 
demanding legal remedy through the courts. 
amicone wants all mention of his trashing 
of the u.s. constitution expunged from 
any record. Yonkers Phil “Benedict arnold” 
amicone is the one who would cause this 
legal action against the city of Yonkers. It is 
he who would cause legal costs to be incurred 
despite Judge seibel’s ruling that found him 
guilty.

councilmembers John Larkin, John 
Murtagh,(republican Minority Leader) 
Dennis shepherd, Wilson Terrero, and 
Patricia McDow (Democratic Majority 
Leader) swallowed this scam. They may not 
have known what they were doing; only 
Mssrs Lesnick and Murtagh are attorneys. 
While speaking of potential legal challenge 
to the indemnification request by Mayor 
amicone to absolve his personal respon-
sibility from possible disparate litigants 
outside of government, not one Yonkers 
councilmember exposed the fact that the 

Continued on page 24

Threat of Additional Legal Action Exacts Vote of 
Indemnity of Yonkers Mayor Amicone 
by City Council
Yonkers’ Benedict Arnold Revealed

By HEZI ARIS
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fear was emanating from within city hall, 
not from without. The Yonkers city council 
members were in fear that Mayor amicone 
would follow through on his threat to sue for 
legal remedy and the city of Yonkers would 
thereby suffer all future legal fees since the case 
would be initiated prior to his stepping down 
from office and would likely encumber coY 
for many years in the court system. Yonkers 

Mayor Phil amicone revealed himself to 
be the culprit. he had become the turncoat; 
his threat of action may be described as akin 
to being treasonous. he would turn against 
Yonkersites because he could and he believes 
the taxpayer must bail him out. If they don’t, 
Mr amicone will drag Yonkersites until he 
overturns the ruling against him or he bank-
rupts the city of Yonkers.

having learned the ploy and somewhat 

aware of the plot, it was incumbent for 
someone in the know to take this issue to 
the Westchester county District attorney to 
find a legal method to put a stop to Mayor 
amicone’s threat. Instead, Yonkersites are 
left holding the bag and the conduct of the 
Yonkers city council will surely attract liti-
gation by Yonkers residents who may engage 
article 78, or another tenet to claw back 
the money allegedly extorted in public view 

by legal remedy that would conform to an 
appellate judge and common sense.

every measure of cost incurred must 
be exacted from Phil amicone; his house, 
and anything else he may own to reimburse 
Yonkersites their coerced bailout of his First 
amendment rights violations.
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Threat of Additional Legal Action Exacts Vote of Indemnity of Yonkers Mayor Amicone by City Council

congress is a joke.   
Today there is absolutely no 
respect for those who were 
elected to represent us in 
the house and senate.  The 

reasons for this lack of respect are many.  
Overwhelmingly, the public sees congress 
as fools because, while they were elected 
to address and solve the problems beset-
ting our nation, including a nine percent 
unemployment rate, members of congress 
appear far more interested in party poli-
tics and reelection.  There appears to be no 
major effort to rise above party affiliation 
and responsibly address the nation’s prob-
lems and save the republic.

In a way, this is the behavior pattern 
adopted by the 1920s German parliamen-
tarians during the Weimar republic, which 
led to the public’s turning to dictatorship 
and ultimately to adolf hitler for leader-
ship.  We are lucky that in our democracy, 
the extremists – radicals on the right and 
left – have had no significant electorate 
appeal.  Nevertheless, the fact that our 
democracy is not beset by radicals should 
not cloud our reasoning.  There is always 
the danger of a charismatic fanatic rising 
up, manipulating the fears and frustrations 
of those who believe our system of govern-
ment has failed them seizing absolute 
power with popular consent.  There will 
always be those who say it can’t happen 
here.

I say, yes it can.
I don’t know of a single figure in 

government, from the President on 
down, who is overwhelmingly respected. 
congress is now viewed favorably by 
only 9 percent of the public according to 
a New York Times/cBs News poll of last 
month.  No one expects universal respect, 
but that is a dangerously low number.  

Franklin Delano roosevelt had a signifi-
cant number of critics throughout his 
career, but overwhelmingly he was loved 
or at least respected.  I don’t believe that is 
true of the way the public views President 
Obama.  he has a current favorable rating 
of 45 percent.

What has happened to us that we no 
longer seem to elect leaders at all levels 
of government who create confidence?  
regrettably, in many situations, the very 
best people, the ablest people, will not 
consider running for elective office.  They 
simply do not want to subject themselves 
and their families to the slings, stones and 
arrows that are hurled at candidates every 
day of the year.

Many voters also see members of 
congress as knaves.  Witness the recent 
piece on “60 Minutes” on cBs-TV about 
two weeks ago reporting on members of 
congress who, while enacting laws bearing 
upon the stock market, used inside infor-
mation – not available to the public – to 
purchase or sell stocks, making profits 
in the millions in some cases.  Former 
speaker Nancy Pelosi was alleged to be 
one such member.  apparently, members 
of congress are not subject to insider 
information restrictions that apply to 
everyone else.  It seems to me there is an 
easy way to prevent that abuse.  congress 
should require its members to place their 
stock portfolios in blind trusts, so members 
cannot use their insider information for 
themselves or others.  also passing what-
ever laws are needed to apply existing 
insider information rules to congress, as 
well as the public.

The bi-partisan supercommittee of six 
senators and six members of the house, 
which was given the authority to come 
up with a plan to reduce the country’s $14 

trillion national debt by $1.2 trillion over 10 
years, reported this week its total failure to 
reach an agreement.  The committee failed 
in its mission despite the fact that it had a 
template on which to build – the simpson-
Bowles plan – that involves debt reduction 
of $4 trillion through a combination of 
expense reductions and revenue increases.  
The republicans on the supercommittee 
refused to accept any revenue increases, 
and the Democrats and President Obama 
were unable to change the mind of a single 
republican on the supercommittee.

The committee members should be 
shunned by their congressional colleagues 
for that failure and rejected by their constit-
uents in the coming election of 2012.

Let me suggest the measures that the 
supercommittee could have adopted which 
would have yielded close to $4 trillion in 
new revenues:
1.  allow Medicare to provide drugs to 

Medicare beneficiaries using volume 
discounts – now prohibited by law—in 
purchasing, saving a trillion dollars over 
ten years.

2.  create a national stock transfer tax 
covering everyone, no matter where the 
stock is purchased or sold, raising at 
least a trillion dollars over ten years.

3.  require all corporations retaining 
profits overseas to repatriate those 
monies within one year or be subject 
to a 15 percent annual surcharge, 
providing billions of dollars over the 
next ten years.

4.  reduce the value of all loopholes in 
the tax code by 50 percent until the tax 
code is revised.  I believe that would 
raise another trillion over ten years.
To the above revenue increases, I would 

add expense reductions three times as large. 
That would be the grandest of bargains.

One of the reasons our congress is 
so ineffective is because of the enormous 
power of private special interest money to 
sway elections.  raising money for those 
not wishing to sell their souls in exchange 
for financial support is becoming very diffi-
cult.  It is obvious that congress is captive 
to Wall street as a key source of campaign 
contributions.  It would be wonderful if 
those contributions were made in support 
of good government.  But we know that 
isn’t true.

The united states was created by a 
revolution, a rebellion. a Founding Father, 
Thomas Jefferson said, “God forbid we 
should ever be twenty years without such 
a rebellion.”  The time for that rebellion 
is now.  Fortunately, it can take the form 
of a constitutional amendment.  The 
amendment, introduced by senator Tom 
udall (D-NM) and senators Michael 
Bennet (D-cO), Tom harkin (D-Ia), 
Dick Durbin (D-IL), charles schumer 
(D-NY), Jeff Merkley D-Or), sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-rI), Mark Begich 
(D-aK) and Jeanne shaheen (D-Nh), 
would allow the federal and state govern-
ments to limit campaign contributions 
and campaign spending, not now limitable 
by law as a result of several u.s. supreme 
court decisions.

I believe this effort to limit the power 
of special interests at the federal and state 
levels is the most important issue before 
the american people today.  all of us 
should volunteer when the campaign 
begins to pass the udall amendment in 
congress where a two-thirds vote in favor 
is required in both houses and in the state 
legislatures where three-fourths of the 
states must ratify.

God Bless our republic and its people.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as 
a member of Congress from New york State 
from 1969 through 1977, and New York City 
as its 105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

The Public Sees Members of Congress As Fools or Knaves
By ED KOCH
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What’s for Dessert? CB LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY 11/14/2011. Off. 
Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, 12 Greenfield 
Ave., Bronxville, NY 10708. Purpose: 
all lawful activities.

QUICK CASH OF WESTCHESTER 
AVE. LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2009. 
Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 2712 
East Tremont Ave Bronx, NY 10461 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CHOCOTAKU LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/14/2011. Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Registered Agent: 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228 Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

ACTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY PLLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/30/2011. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of PLLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process The PLLC 35 Sheldrake Ave. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

BLUEBERRY HILL ACRES, LLC  Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/23/2011. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess C/O Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, 
McMillan, Constabile, Maker & 
Perone, LLP 2180 Boston Post Rd. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

WISE BODY HEALTH, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/14/2011. Office in Westches-
ter  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
The LLC 38 E. Lake Dr. Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HYDE PARK CAPITAL ADVISORY 
LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/19/11. Of-
fice location: Westchester Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 9/26/11 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to The LLC 318 Cliff Ave Pelham, 
NY 10803. DE address of LLC: 16192 
Coastal Hwy Lewes, DE 19958. Arts. 
Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Uchimsya, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 08.29.2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to Uchimsya 
LLC PO Box 523 Yonkers NY 10705. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 
Ft. Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

LEGAL NOTICES

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

are you as tired as I am 
of hearing about how much 
money is being raised by 
these presidential candi-

dates? It’s become synonymous with a 
Jerry Lewis Telethon, with the numbers 
continuously changing on the tote boards. 
“alright, ladies and gentlemen, let’s go 
back to the Board to see how much has 
been added to the total. as of five minutes 
ago, Mitt romney was in the lead with 
$17 million, but we have some new figures 
coming up.” (The numbers begin spin-
ning as multi-colored lights flicker) a new 
number emerges and the host becomes 
visibly excited. “Great scott, people, here 
comes rick Perry with just over $15 mil. 
The Texas Governor may have flubbed 
some debates, but he’s no slouch when it 

comes to amassing the long green. Newt 
Gingrich is a distant third with a mere $8 
mil, but his dollar signs are growing fast 
lately. hold on to your hats folks, this is 
just the beginning.” That’s a lamentable 
fact; it is just the beginning! We have 
to put up with this for the next several 
months as each republican White house 
wannabe rakes in the dough at one event 
after another like celebrity performers on 
a concert tour.

as for the current chief executive, 
reports indicate that he’ll have about a 
billion dollars in the bank to fund his 
reelection effort. That’s a one, followed by 9 
zeros!! That means the president will have 
enough money to pay his annual salary 
(400k) for 2500 years, until a.D.4512. 
The reason the current, and would-be 

commanders in chief are scrounging 
around the country for cash is to pay for 
the advertising legerdemain that will 
persuade enough voters to forget every-
thing negative they already know about 
them, and to create a list of achievements 
that, hitherto, never existed. called “the 
mother’s milk of politics,” money is used to 
create mass hypnosis. With a large enough 
bankroll you can make people believe that 
Madonna is a virgin and sean Penn is a 
patriot. There is something fundamentally 
dishonest about this gluttonous quest to 
accumulate a swollen treasury in order to 
sell oneself to the voters. Moreover, the 
system is so corrupted by money that the 
candidates don’t even talk about how their 
opponents got it, for fear that, like part-
ners in crime, if they point to questionable 
largesse, fingers will be pointed right back 
at the lucre-laden haul they’ve gathered.

recently, I received an invitation from 
one of the GOP candidates (I’ll omit the 
name because they all do it). It began, “You 

are cordially invited to a dinner with….” 
upon reading further, I found that my 
acceptance would cost me a cool grand; not 
exactly my idea of a cordial way to invite 
someone to dinner. Oh, and if I wanted a 
VIP reception with the candidate, the price 
was $2300. I wonder how many people in 
the middle and lower economic brackets 
could afford to attend. If the axiom about 
getting what you pay for is correct, most 
americans will be going to bed hungry. 
That’s $2300 to be in the presence of 
someone who might make it to the White 
house next year. The only way I’d pay that 
much money to be in the same room with 
a notable politician is if abraham Lincoln 
was brought back to life and wanted to give 
me a review of “Our american cousin.”

It’s sad that we the people have coun-
tenanced a system that produces the 
best leaders that money can buy. To tell 
ourselves that there’s no quid pro quo 
surreptitiously bundled into those

Continued on page 26

 WEIR

The Best Leaders That Money Can Buy
By BOB WEIR

ONLY HUMAN

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Director of Development- FT-must have a background 
in development or experience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experience working with sponsors/
donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. 
Must be familiar with POS system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 438-5795 and ask for 
Julie or Allison
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While necessity is 
the mother of invention, 
sloth and envy beget 
mediocrity and upheaval 
– the twin siblings of 
secular-socialism.

It is in this vein that a rebellious and 
increasingly violent spirit of incoherent 
anarchy continues to fester in urban 
centers across the nation. This is most 
evident in the form of the envy-driven 
“Occupy wherever” nonsense embraced by 
the “progressive” establishment.

still, this Obama-supported effort 
to supplant, through lawless imposition, 
our free-market constitutional republic 
with some misguided conception of an 
outcome-based equalitocracy is rooted in 
much more than just good old-fashioned 
class warfare.

Part and parcel of secular-socialism 
is secularism. It’s fascinating in its 
predictability. Wherever you find an 
entitlement-minded Marxist, you’re likely 
to find a “progressive,” counter-biblical 
moral relativist.

case in point: The “Occupy D.c.” 
protesters, who have squatted – in 
more ways than one – at Washington’s 
McPherson square, have posted a list of 
rules by which “occupants” are expected 
to abide. rule No. 10 requires that folks 
not “assume anyone’s gender,” but, instead, 
“go with gender-neutral pronouns” like 
“comrade.” (Who knew that a so-called 
“99 percent” of americans were gender-
bending commies?)

Indeed, the opposite of order is 
disorder. While rebelling against the 
natural order – whether related to 
economic liberty or issues surrounding 
transcendent moral values – many of the 

less stable elements on the left are exhib-
iting an increased willingness to move 
beyond mere disorder to outright violence.

examples of such violence continue 
to mount. But beyond the fiery “Occupy” 
riots in Oakland, and the shootings, 
murders, rapes and thousands of arrests 
occurring throughout the dozens of 
disease-riddled “Occupy” chaos camps 
around the country, a less publicized 
example of left-wing violence took place 
last month in Illinois.

The “Gay Liberation Network” – a 
militant homosexual activist group of self-
described “Trotskyites” – announced that 
it would be protesting an award ceremony 
held at the christian Liberty academy, 
an arlington heights, Ill., church and 
school. In the past, when GLN has 
protested this particular event, christian 
attendees have been spat upon and even 
physically threatened by protesters.

This time, things got worse. The night 
before the event someone threw two paver 
bricks through the church’s plate glass 
doors with a dire warning: “This is just 
a sample of what we will do if you don’t 
shut down scott Lively and aFTah. … 
[F---] scott Lively. Quit the homophobic 
[s---]!”

The christian organiza-
tion, americans for Truth about 
homosexuality (aFTah), was giving 
an award to Pastor scott Lively, a pro-
family advocate who, in recent years, has 
been falsely maligned by leftist groups 
and media-types like rachel Maddow, for 
supposedly supporting the death penalty 
for homosexual behavior – a patently false 
charge.

The assailants later posted an 
al-Qaida-like statement on the “progres-
sive” website IndyMedia.org, taking credit 
for the attack and calling it a “conse-
quence for hatred and homophobia in 
our community.” They further threatened 
the church, warning that “if this event is 

not shut down … the christian Liberty 
academy will continue to be under 
constant attack.” unbelievably, the threat 
remains posted to this day.

Fortunately, no one has yet been hurt; 
however, according to the FBI, by defini-
tion this attack meets all the elements of 
domestic terrorism.

But none of this is surprising. The 
flames of violence against Lively, aFTah 
and christian Liberty academy were 
ignited long ago. On the other end of the 
fuse is the southern Poverty Law center 
(sPLc), a hard-left outfit known in past 
years for monitoring true hate groups like 
the KKK and neo-Nazis.

after partnering with the admittedly 
communist GLN, the sPLc had declared, 
with much media fanfare, both aFTah 
and Lively’s organization, abiding Truth 
Ministries, along with several other highly 
respected christian organizations, official 
“hate groups.”

This propagandist smear tactic has 
been increasingly used by the sPLc in 
an effort to marginalize christian and 
conservative organizations with which 
the group disagrees. unfortunately, 
however, we now see that this strategy to 
dehumanize, can also have unintended 
(presumably) consequences.

as in Illinois, the sPLc’s dangerous 
and irresponsible disinformation 
campaign can embolden and give license 
to like-minded, though less stable, left-
wing extremists, creating a climate of true 
hate. such a climate is ripe for violence. 
after all, these “hate groups” are just like 
the KKK, right?

Despite all this, even today the sPLc 
has somehow managed to maintain some 
level of mainstream credibility. But as it 
quickly moves further from its left-of-
center moorings toward the far fringes 
of left-wing extremism, its own deceptive 
activities threaten to undo much of the 
good for which the organization was once 

recognized.
after the anti-christian attack, Bob 

schwartz, cofounder of GLN, refused to 
condemn the violence noting precisely 
that the victims were “sPLc-designated 
hate groups.” This comes as little surprise 
in that schwartz once threatened to push 
aFTah founder Peter LaBarbera into 
oncoming traffic.

still, what is a bit surprising is that, 
like its GLN ally, the sPLc – a self-styled 
domestic terrorist watchdog organization 
– has additionally refused to condemn 
this overt act of domestic terrorism.

Instead, the sPLc released a state-
ment, dripping with sarcasm, that piled on 
the victims. rather than denouncing the 
attack, the organization simply lamented 
that the violence “only strengthened the 
absurd argument, promulgated by many 
[christians]” that left-wing extremists 
“want to take over america and persecute 
christians.”

Yes, it’s official. The sPLc has aban-
doned all pretense of objectivity.

and so, as left-wing violence 
continues to spike in coming months, not 
only should we expect to hear little about 
it from a sympathetic mainstream media; 
we should also expect little help from the 
once-respected southern Poverty Law 
center.

Indeed, it’s hard to do much about 
the problem when you’re a driving force 
behind it.
Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) 
is an attorney concentrating in constitu-
tional law. He serves as Vice President of 
Liberty Counsel Action. (This information 
is provided for identification purposes only.) 

Liberal Violence Rising
By J. MATT BARBER

Continued from page 25
hundreds of millions of greenbacks is to 
engage in the same suspension of disbe-
lief that occurs when we watch spiderman 
catapult himself throughout the city on 
web-like membranes. While we’re facing a 
$15 trillion debt, those who proclaim to be 
capable of leading us back to prosperity are 
undoubtedly making deals with their most 
affluent contributors, many of whom are 
partly responsible for getting us into this 

economic quicksand. I think it’s fair to say 
that the average man and woman who gets 
up every day, goes to work, obeys the law, 
pays their taxes and struggles to raise their 
families had nothing to do with the melt-
down of the financial markets.

Nevertheless, they are the ones who 
suffer the most when high-ranking elected 
officials begin these incestuous relation-
ships with Wall street brokers and bankers, 
many of whom are still walking away with 

multimillion dollar bonuses during a reces-
sion they caused. I’m not naïve enough to 
think that life is fair, but I do believe it 
doesn’t have to be so one-sided that the 
maniacal quest for money, notwithstanding 
the corruption accompanying its acquisi-
tion, becomes the only pathway to success. 
Perhaps we should vote for the candidates 
that have the least amount of contributions 
to their campaigns.
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the 
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which 

were performed in plainclothes undercover 
assign- ments. Bob began a writing career 
about 12 years ago and had his first book 
published in 1999. Bob went on to write and 
publish a total of seven novels, “Murder in 
Black and White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers 
that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” and “Out of 
Sight.” He also became a syndicated columnist 
under the title “Weir Only Human.”

The Best Leaders That Money Can Buy

 WEIR ONLY HUMAN



Page 27The WesTchesTer GuarDIaN ThursDaY, DeceMBer 1, 2011

http://www.sofritowhiteplains.com
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www.westchesterguardian.com

http://www.metropcs.com
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