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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com

Westchester’s Most Influential Weekly

Guardian News Corp. 
P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
publisher@westchesterguardian.com

Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
News and Photos: (914) 562-0834 

Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Graphic Design: Watterson Studios, Inc. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834

Of Significance

Community Section .....................................................................................3
Books ...........................................................................................................3
Calendar .....................................................................................................4
Economic Development..........................................................................4
History ........................................................................................................5
Medicine .....................................................................................................7
Movie Review ............................................................................................8
Music ...........................................................................................................9
People ........................................................................................................10
The Spoof .................................................................................................10
Social Services .........................................................................................11
Sports ........................................................................................................12
Eye On Theatre ........................................................................................13
Transportation.........................................................................................15

Government Section ..................................................................................16
Fire Department .....................................................................................16
Mayor Marvin’s Column .......................................................................17
Message from the Mayor .......................................................................18
The Albany Correspondent ..................................................................18

OpEd Section ...............................................................................................19
Letter to the Editors ................................................................................19

Legal Notices ................................................................................................19 

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday 
to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the Internet: 
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/Westchester 
OntheLevel. Join the conversation by calling  
1-347-205-9201. Please stay on topic.

 RADIO

914-562-0834



Page 3THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 9, 2012

CommunitySection

With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

-at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

  • 15 Year Fixed Rate Loans Available

  •  30 Year Payout
  •  Interest Only Loans Available 

  •  Fast Closings for Quali� ed Borrowers

Lexington Capital
Associates

Multifamily
is our Specialty

LexCapAssociates.com
914.633.4100

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.
240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801

BOOKS

By BOB MARRONE
I read somewhere once that in 
order to clearly define something 
it is often necessary to state that 
which it is not. At no time in my 
life was this idea more appro-
priate than when, after several 

months into my first year of fighting depression, 
I would occasionally experience brief periods of 
normalcy: no anxiety, no obsessions, no uncon-
trolled thoughts and no phobias. I was the “me” 
I was before it all came crashing down. I had an 
appetite, could read without being vulnerable to 
suggestion, and the sounds and sights of the day 
did not petrify me.
The “me” I speak of was not free from neurosis or 
self-hate. Those aspects of my person were simply 
down where they used to be, the difference being 
that there were no outward signs or feelings of 
mass anxiety or depression.

Unfortunately, these “moments of clarity” 
were not very long in duration. They might last 
an hour, sometimes, though rarely, two. They 
tended to occur late at night after, it seemed I 
was emotionally exhausted from a day of panic 
attacks, mania and the other “baggage” I have 
mentioned here. Those moments informed an 
insight about my illness; an aspect that over the 
next few years, as I improved and new drugs 
were developed, I came to more fully understand. 
Something was broken. More to the point, some-
thing was also... for lack of a better way to put it… 
physically or mechanically wrong.

This is not to say that the first forty-two 
chapters of this book and what follows are to 
be dismissed, or that one’s life, culture and way 
of thinking are not the key drivers of the illness. 
Rather, it is to make the point that all of our 
feelings, from happiness to deep depression, 
manifest themselves through the chemical and 
electrical reactions within our brains as expressed 
and felt by our bodies. If someone is depressed 
or at great risk long enough, it is clear to me that 
the Dopamine, Serotonin, Adrenalin, hormones 
and other chemicals that create our feelings can 
become more or less than what is ideal. Thus, one’s 
depressive symptoms, no matter how initially 
driven by life events, etc., can be exponentially 
exacerbated by the erosion of key chemicals. The 
worsening of symptoms due to these chemical 
imbalances feeds the underlying issues in what 
can only be described as a nightmarish circle.

Indeed, this is why the development of the 
Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRI’s) 

has done so much for depression in the last 
twenty years, or so. It sheds light on the corollary 
that depression can be triggered by chemical or 
hormone imbalances as well. A simple, if some-
what selective and short term example is what 
some women go through during PMS. The little, 
or larger, doubts and fears we all have, float to the 
surface in a kind of mini-depression that some 
women may experience.

For me, the most important insight was the 
sense that something beyond just my mental prob-
lems and abilities to deal with them was at work. 
For whatever reasons, my brain chemistry reached 
a temporary balance during these brief episodes of 
normalcy. And when the SSRI’s came out in the 
early eighties, I intuitively knew why they worked. 
And later on when depression would make a brief 
revisit, as it sometimes does, I was able to benefit 
greatly from these new medications.

A little commentary here, if I may: I have 
nothing but contempt for those in the media 
who attempt to sell magazines or gain broad-
cast ratings by painting the SSRI drugs, like 
Prozac, Paxil and the like, as dangerous, suicide 
producing agents. Are they overprescribed? I am 
sure. So too are painkillers, antibiotics and blood 
pressure medications. Do some people using 
those medications go on to take their own life 
nonetheless? I am sure, perhaps even some small 
number from the way the drug does affect them. 
But the countless numbers saved from suicide or 
the unspeakable horror of this illness far outpace 
any of their risks

Within my moments of calm and clarity 
there were also gifts of a sort. One was that the 
late time of night allowed me to watch two of my 
favorite programs, the Honeymooners and the 
Odd Couple, without fear of having emotional 
conflicts within the plot lines kick off a spiraling 
obsession. Both dealt with relationships, neuroses, 
marital problems and the conflicts attendant to 
them. Most beneficial, taking in these programs 
while I was in therapy provided me with the 
unintended bonus of witnessing some of the very 
issues I was dealing with in therapy.

The way I was brought up, particularly the 
abandonment issues, and the way I connected 
them to never being allowed to express anger, 
less I be abandoned again, left me with repressed 
sadness and guilt. I believed, as a child, and deep 
down, even as an adult, that if you showed or felt 
anger towards someone, or told the truth about 
something they did not want to discuss, they 

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road 
Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Forty-Two – Moments of Clarity

Continued on page 4
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would no longer love you, and that you 
could not possibly love them. Well, if 
you have seen either show, you know 
that they argued and got angry all 
the time, yet, they all never stopped 
loving each other. As well, both shows 
featured close friendships.

I had and have a wonderful best 
friend, Vince, with whom I am closer 

than with members of my own family. 
But when I was suffering from depres-
sion, my inner feelings of inferiority, 
even my own jealousy towards his 
other friends whom I deemed smarter 
and more sophisticated than I, ate me 
up horribly. I thought it was childish 
and wrong to be angry at these things 
to the point that I would not even 
bring them up to my doctor, lest I be 

thought of as weak, timid or effemi-
nate. After all, Vince was always there 
for me: Helping me to keep my cover 
at work; Teaching me how to master 
the art and science of educating others; 
Mentoring me in the mechanics of 
English usage so that I was able to 
improve as a writer. None ever had a 
better or more loyal friend than I. I 
learned more from him than I did in 

my courses of higher education. How, I 
thought, can I justify any negative feel-
ings towards this man with believing I 
was a horrible and unworthy person?

One scene in “The 
Honeymooners” broke the ice and 
enabled me to discuss my friend-
ship. In one episode, Ralph Kramden 
becomes hurt and jealous over his best 
friend Nortons’s emerging friend-
ship with one Teddy Oberman. The 
conflict ends with one of the series 

most poignant lines. Upon hearing of 
an accident that Norton had suffered, 
Ralph pushes Oberman out of the 
way to rush to the hospital. Oberman 
says to Ralph “but you said you never 
wanted to see him again.” To which 
Ralph replies, “what I say about 
Norton is one thing, what I feel about 
him is another, get out of my way.”

Bob Marrone is the host of a Monday to 
Friday local morning talk show heard on 
WVOX-1460 AM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Continued from page 3

CALENDAR

BOOKS

By MARK JEFFERS
I just returned from our 
annual Boys Weekend, 
my golf game is worse, 
the horseshoes are 
heavier, but the fun 

remains at a high level, with all this 
energy, you are sure to enjoy this week’s 
edition of “News and Notes…”

Three cheers to all who partici-
pated, but a special shout out to 
Kennedy High School alumni who 
teamed up for Swim Across America 
in memory of a classmate. The event 
was held in Larchmont Yacht Club 
and raises money and awareness for 
cancer research.

We want to wish Armonk’s Tom 
Kit best of luck as his play “Bring it 
On: The Musical,” just opened on 
Broadway.

Congratulations to White Plains 
Hospital’s geriatrics and gynecology 
services for being recognized as being 
among the best in the nation in “U.S. 
News & World Report’s” annual Best 
Hospital edition.

Our family garden was been 
visited by too many vegetable loving 
critters so our stalks are bare. To make 
up for that just picked freshness, we 
headed over to Hilltop Hanover Farm 
at 1271 Hanover Street in Yorktown 

Heights. Not only can you pick your 
own organically and sustainably grown 
vegetables, but you can hike their trails 
as well making it a whole day event.

Work has started at Croton 
Landing for a new 9/11 memorial 
that will honor local residents from the 
Town of Cortlandt who lost their lives 
on 9/11.

The Somers Library is presenting 
a panel on “How to Prepare for 
Emergencies” on August 13th at 
10:30am.

The American Cancer Society 
and Northern Westchester Hospital 
are co-sponsoring free monthly meet-
ings for men on prostate health and 
wellness, the first meeting will take 
place on August 9th at the hospital in 
Mount Kisco.

The Greenburgh Nature Center’s 
open-air concert series finishes up with 
Jazz Night featuring Australian didg-
eridoo on August 9th.

Mount Kisco Child Care Center’s 
annual “Feed Me Fresh” gala will take 
place on September 22nd at Ivanna 
Farms in Mount Kisco; bring your 
appetite for this fun and filling event.

If your summer project was to 
pare down on all of those treasures and 
books taking up room in your house, 
then you will be glad to know that the 

Lewisboro Library Fair donation days 
are here. For the next few Saturdays 
the library is collecting donations of 
books, toys and “attic treasures” for the 
September 29th annual Library Fair. 
Books must be in good condition (i.e. 
no mildew), no textbooks, condensed 
books, encyclopedias or magazines. 
For Attic Treasures they are seeking 
gently used furniture, bicycles, artwork, 
and kitchen and sports equipment. 
They will not accept upholstered 
furniture, computers and accessories, 
stuffed animals or exercise machines. 
Donations can be dropped off at 
Onatru Farm from 10:00am to noon.

Congratulations to the Scarsdale 
Police Department as they have 
received a Gold Standard in public 
safety award.

I can’t believe I’m writing this, 
but soon it will be back to school, so, 
you may want to swing by The Preppy 
Turtle in Bedford Hills to take advan-
tage of the half-off summer sale and to 
pick up some great clothes for a frac-
tion of the original price.

Rumor mill, my wife loves this 
stuff… it has been reported that Tom 
Cruise is looking for a new home up 
here in Westchester where he and 
daughter Suri can find some private 
father-daughter time, sounds like 

“Risky Business” to me…
And don’t forget to stop by our 

good friend Pete Costello’s wonderful 
establishment Hilltop Wines for a 
nice selection of wines and spirits and 
his weekly wine tastings are out of this 
world.

This sounds like a happening 
place… Indulgence Blow Dry Lounge 
recently opened in Mount Kisco, 
offering blow outs and hair extensions, 
coloring, highlights, updos, waxing, 
deep conditioning and specialty hair 
treatments, Yes, I knowI cannot really 

use any of these services, but my 
daughters are a whole other story.

The great dance company from 
Yorktown Dance for Joy made the trip 
over to London to perform during the 
Olympics, what a great honor…

The Jeffers gang really enjoys 
watching the Olympics; team USA 
sure has made us all very proud to be 
an American…see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford 
Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, 
and three daughters, Kate, Amanda, 
and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By NANCY KING
After delaying their vote 
three times in one week, 
the Greenburgh Town 
Board has decided to 
take a closer look at 

their lease agreement with Game On 
365, a subsidiary of Westchester-based 
Field House LLC, on the grounds of 
the former Franks Nursery on Dobbs 
Ferry Road. The new date for a vote is 
now scheduled for August 13th. The 
Town of Greenburgh acquired the 
7-acre property back in 2010 with 
the original intent of building a new 
police department and court complex 
to replace the currently outdated 
police and court building located on 
Tarrytown Road, in the Fairview 
section of the town. Then, the town 
was approached by Game On 365, a 
company that builds large, specialized 
sports complexes.
Game On 365 proposed a $6.5 million 
dollar complex that would include a 
94,000 sq. ft. domed sports field and 
a 15,000 sq.ft. club house. The field 

house under the dome would include 
four turf fields, two hard court surface 
playing areas and a track. The plan 
does not include tennis courts. The 
structure would be connected to the 
clubhouse that will house a café, a pro 
shop of some sort, two party rooms 
and an area already designated for a 
physical therapy center. Sounds like a 
dream but it might just turn out to be a 
nightmare for the immediate residents 
of the area and for the taxpayers of 
Greenburgh as a whole.

Under the original lease agree-
ment presented, and up for viewing at 
the town’s website, the property will be 
leased to Game On 365 for 15 years. 
Game On will pay the town rent of 
around $260,000, while the town pays 
taxes of $250,000. Game On 365 in 
turn is to pay to mitigate the soil and to 
provide a chemical cleanup of dirt that 
has been long saturated with nursery 
chemicals. However, it seems that 
there will be only one phase of clean 
up which was a part of the original 

Greenburgh Sports Complex 
Remains a Complex Project

Continued on page 5
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By ROBERT SCOTT
 During the American 
Revolution, Westchester’s fertile 
farms were looted so often 
by both sides the inhabitants 
frequently became looters them-

selves, if only to survive.
Called the “neutral ground,” the countryside 

eventually became a sinister wasteland full of 
marauding bands of outlaws.

Many of its guerrillas switched allegiance 
between rebel and loyalist as circumstances 
suited them.

Westchester’s Accidental 
Heroes

On Saturday morning, September 23, 1780, 
John Paulding, 24, Isaac Van Wart, 17, and 
David Williams, 24, members of an impromptu 
patriot patrol, are playing cards near the bridge 

over Clark’s Kill (now called “André’s Brook”), 
the northern boundary of Tarrytown.

Actually they are “volunteer militiamen” 
operating under a recently enacted New York 
law permitting them to claim property found 
on a captured enemy. The trio are part of a 
larger group of seven self-appointed freelancers 
hoping to intercept a smuggler or trader taking 
advantage of the active commerce still carried on 
between the loyalist city and patriot countryside.

Meanwhile, a worried horseman, John 
Anderson, heads southwest through the 
Pocantico Hills on the old Bedford-Tarrytown-
Road (Route 448). John Anderson is the name 
on the pass he carries signed by Gen. Benedict 
Arnold. He is actually Major John André, 30, 
deputy Adjutant General to British Gen. Henry 
Clinton, Commander-in-Chief of British forces 
in America.

Anderson is returning to British-occupied 
New York City after a surreptitious meeting 
with American General Benedict Arnold, 
commander of the patriot stronghold at West 
Point.

He reaches the Albany Post Road (Route 
9) just north of Clark’s Kill. After consulting his 

sketch map, Anderson gallops his horse across 
the bridge over the little stream marking the 
northern boundary of Tarrytown and makes his 
way up the slope. A grim-faced John Paulding 
pointing a musket directly at him suddenly 
confronts him.

Continued on page 6

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

HISTORY

lease agreement; the cleanup cost will 
be taken out of the initial rent. I’m no 
expert in real estate but dang if that sure 
doesn’t sound shady to me. If Game 
On 365 isn’t going to pay, then who is? 
Ooops, I answered the taxpayers’ ques-
tion about that… You are!

But this is only the tip of the 
complex problems the sports complex 
and the town are facing. Last year, 
after years of wrangling in court, the 
Fortress Bible School was granted a 
permit to build a large school just a half 
a mile east of the Game On 365 site. 
Anyone who has travelled along the 
Dobbs Ferry corridor knows that it is 
already a traffic nightmare and is even 
worse when Woodlands High School, 
Maria Regina High School and the 

Solomon Schechter School are in 
session. Once Fortress Bible is built 
and in full swing, they too, will add to 
the gridlock on Dobbs Ferry Road. 
Just a half a mile to the west, once the 
bubble is up and operational, there will 
be even more cars. Then there is the 
nagging question as to how Game On 
365 garnered the offer of a lease when 
there were two buyers interested in the 
property. One buyer had the cash and 
another had the down payment and 
financing on the way. Wouldn’t it have 
made more sense to have sold it at fair 
market value and gotten it on the tax 
rolls? Truthfully, it was probably sold 
as one of those facilities that would be 
“for the children” and the board more 
than likely fell for that old ruse.

Game On 365 is a club. You have 

to be a member and thus must buy a 
membership. In this economy, it is 
hard to understand just who would be 
buying a membership to a club that 
touts indoor fields. Travelling sports 
teams? Adult leagues? Where is a 
facility for the community at large? 
The lease has been written to allow 
senior citizens to walk around the track 
free of charge but how the heck are 
they going to get there? And another 
question worth posing is about the 
“high end” retail shops that will be 
located in the clubhouse. They will pay 
rent presumably to Game On 365 and 
Game On 365 makes a profit from 
them. How exactly is Greenburgh 
making a profit from this lease? They 
won’t. All that town residents have is a 
promise that after the 15-year lease is 

over, they will own a piece of property 
that may (or may not) have increased 
in value. And then there is the “for the 
kids” statement. This facility would 
be fabulous if it were for the kids in 
Greenburgh… but it’s not. It is for 
kids from somewhere else who will be 
driven there and dropped off and then 
picked up. The Greenburgh kids will 
have to make do with the Anthony 
Veteran Recreation Center in Ardsley 
or the Theodore Young Community 
Center in Fairview. No state of the art 
bubble for them.

Economic development in any 
community during a depressed and 
correcting economy is always a good 
thing. Unfortunately, this project looks 
like a game of three-card Monty, with 
a variable that is always changing. 
If Game On 365 wants to come to 
this community then in the spirit of 

sportsmanship they should be able to 
answer all of the questions posed to 
them and the town board honestly. 
What about a second phase clean 
up of the toxic waste site? Are they 
on board with that? How will their 
complex be impacted by a second 
sports facility poised to open in the 
early fall one town away in Ardsley? 
Will the massive FitLife scheduled to 
be opened in 2014 on the site of the 
former Gannett building impact their 
demographics and if so, is the town 
going to let them pull out of the lease. 
Judging by the final delay, perhaps the 
Greenburgh Town Board is finally 
coming to realize that Game On 365 
just might not be good sports.

Nancy King is a freelance investigative 
reporter; a resident of White Plains, New 
York.

Greenburgh Sports Complex Remains a Complex Project
Continued from page 4
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HISTORY

More than six feet tall, an unusual 
height for the time, Paulding has an air 
of authority reinforced by the flintlock. 
Recently detained by the British in 
New York City after visiting his fiancé 
there, he wears the uniform jacket of a 
Jaeger, a mercenary German rifleman.

It is unmistakable--green with red 
piping. The jacket helped Paulding to 
escape from detention in the North 
Dutch Church in New York City. The 
two other members of Paulding’s 
group gather around.

Paulding’s distinctive jacket 
convinces Anderson he is among 
friends. Instead of showing the pass 
from Arnold that had worked so 
successfully at other patriot check-
points, John Anderson makes a 
monumental blunder.

“My lads,” he says, “I hope you 
belong to our party.”

“What party might that be?” 
Paulding asks, innocently.

“The lower party,” Anderson 
answers. The term is a geographical 
euphemism for the loyalists in British-
occupied New York City.

Paulding assures him, “Oh, we do, 
we do.” He adds, “My clothing shows 
that.”

Relieved that his ordeal is over, 
Anderson announces, “I am a British 
officer and have been up in the country 
on particular business, and would not 
wish to be detained a minute.” To 
prove that he is an officer, he takes out 
a gold watch, something no ordinary 
soldier would carry.

At this, Paulding reveals that 
they are patriots and orders him to 
dismount. Anderson blanches and 
sighs deeply. Thinking fast, he says, 
“God bless my soul, a body must do 
anything these times to get along.” 

Now he belatedly produces Benedict 
Arnold’s pass.

Paulding, the only one of the three 
who can read or write, studies it.

“You had best let me go, or you 
will bring yourselves into trouble,” 
Anderson warns, “for your stopping 
me will detain General Arnold’s busi-
ness. I am going to Dobbs Ferry to 
meet a person there and get informa-
tion for him.”

Paulding reflects for a minute. “I 
hope you will not be offended. We do 
not mean to take anything from you, 
but there are many bad people on the 
road, and I don’t know but that you 
may be one. What is your name?”

The prisoner tells him, “John 
Anderson.” It is the name on General 
Arnold’s pass.

Nevertheless, the three escort 
him into a nearby clump of bushes. 
Paulding tells Williams to strip-search 
the prisoner. Anderson removes his 
outer clothing. It reveals nothing 
incriminating. Next, he is told to 
remove his boots, which also conceal 
nothing. His captors notice that his 
stockings fit badly and order him to 
remove them. Inside one are three 
sheets of paper.

Paulding examines these and 
exclaims, “He’s a spy!” The other 
stocking contains three other papers. 
Some are in Arnold’s handwriting. 
Anderson refuses to say how he came 
by the incriminating papers; offering 
only the patently lame excuse that 
he received them “of a man at Pine’s 
Bridge, a stranger to me.”

An unusual exchange ensues that 
has troubled historians ever since. 
Based on their later testimony, the 
motives of André’s captors may have 
been less than patriotic. Paulding asks 
him what he would give to be let go. 
“Any sum you want,” is the answer.

“A hundred guineas with the 
horse, saddle, bridle--and your 
watch?” (A guinea was a gold coin 
worth a pound and a shilling, a total 
of 21 shillings. The gold coin has 
not been minted since 1813. Certain 
amounts, such as philanthropic contri-
butions and bequests, are still quoted in 
guineas.)

Anderson agrees, “Yes, and the 
money shall be sent here if you want.”

Will you give more?” asks 
Paulding.

“Any amount you may name, in 
cash or dry goods,” Anderson assures 
him.

Eventually, the amount promised 
is raised to 10,000 guineas--a king’s 
ransom. Anderson offers to write a 
letter to be sent to the British outpost 
at Dobbs Ferry for the money. Fearing 
this might result in their capture or in 
a retaliatory attack, the trio declines. 
His captors take his horse, bridle 
and saddle, gold watch, and the 
Continental paper money. He also 
surrenders a silver watch.

Lofty patriotic motives were later 
attributed to the three captors of Major 
John André, but their real reason prob-
ably was booty. The captors later sold 
André’s silver watch, horse and bridle, 
and divided the money among the 
seven members of their original party.

Paulding, Van Wart and Williams 
were each given the thanks of 
Congress, a silver medal bearing the 
inscription “Fidelity,” an annual federal 
pension of $200 and a farm by New 
York State.

In 1817, when Paulding applied 
to Congress for an increase in the 

amount of his annuity. Benjamin 
Tallmadge, by then a member of 
Congress from Connecticut, opposed 
any increase because Paulding and his 
companions had been amply rewarded 
for their patriotism in making André a 
prisoner and persuaded Congress not 
to grant the men a requested pension 
increase, publicly assailing their cred-
ibility and motivations.

Tallmadge, who had headed 
George Washington’s secret service, 
presented evidence based on his inter-
rogation of André. The British spy had 
asserted that the three Americans had 
ripped up his saddle and the cape of his 
coat in search of money. Finding none, 
one of the party suggested, “He may 
have it in his boots.”

Ironically, it was their search for 
money in André’s boots that led to the 
discovery of the papers that sealed his 

Debunking Still More Historical Myths

Percy Moran’s 1909 print depicting British redcoats attacking 
American entrenched positions on Breed’s Hill.

John Trumbull’s famous painting of “The Death of General Joseph Warren.”

A.C. Warren’s 1856 print depicting the capture of Major John André

Continued from page 5
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fate. Major John André was hanged 
as a spy nine days later on October 2, 
1780.

The Mislabeled Battle
We call it the Battle of Bunker 

Hill. To be historically accurate, it 
should be called the Battle of Breed’s 
Hill. Had the battle indeed been 
fought principally on Bunker Hill, 
the outcome would have been vastly 
different.

In 1775, the British were 
bottled up in Boston by American 
forces. Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill, 

connected to the mainland by narrow 
Charleston Neck, gave commanding 
views of Boston harbor. Col. William 
Prescott was ordered to fortify Bunker 
Hill. He crossed Charlestown Neck 
with 1,000 men.

Upon arriving at the base of 
Bunker Hill, Prescott asked his offi-
cers for their advice. After a two-hour 
discussion, it was decided to erect the 
main fortification on Breed’s Hill and 
a secondary defense on Bunker Hill.

This was a critical error. Military 
experts believe that 110-foot-high 
Bunker Hill could have been made 
virtually impregnable. Breed’s Hill, 

only 62 feet high, was untenable--as 
the outcome of the battle proved-
-and had no strategic value to the 
Americans.

Working at night, Prescott’s men 
threw up a well-designed earthwork 
on Breed’s Hill, protected by outlying 
breastworks. To Gen. William Howe, 
the British commander, this affront 
was intolerable.

Howe cannonaded the defenses 
from warships in the harbor and 
landed redcoats from landing barges. 
Heavily-laden British soldiers toiled 
up the slopes of Breed’s Hill, only to 
be met by withering fire from the 
defenders, who had been ordered to 
target officers, easily identifiable by the 

metal gorgets they wore around their 
necks.

The British fell back and 
regrouped. A second time the redcoats 
struggled up the slope and were 
again met with the same intense fire. 
American Gen. Israel Putnam rode to 
nearby Bunker Hill to get volunteers 
to reinforce the defenses on Breed’s 
Hill. He explained his lack of success 
to Colonel Prescott by saying, “I could 
not drive the dogs.” Prescott is alleged 
to have observed wryly that he “might 
have led them up.”

After a third devastating advance 
up the hill, the British took the redoubt. 
The American militia, short of ammu-
nition and lacking bayonets, retreated.

American casualties totaled 140 
killed and 301 wounded; of the latter, 
30 were captured. British losses were 
heavier: 226 dead and 828 wounded.

American targeting of offi-
cers took a terrible toll. Every one 
of Howe’s officers was either killed 
or wounded. Twenty major battles 
were fought during the Revolution. 
One-eighth of all British officers killed 
in these 20 battles fell at the Bunker 
Hill action; one-sixth of all British 
officers wounded in these 20 battles 
were wounded in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book 
publisher and local historian. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

Debunking Still More Historical Myths
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MEDICINE

By EVAN S. LEVINE, MD
It was a routine visit to my barber, 
Mario, who in spite of being 
bright and a good barber still 
thinks Dr. Levine is an Italian 
brother of his; likely because my 

Brooklyn accent confuses him.  Mario and I 
usually discuss topics that include how horrible 
the Knicks or Mets are playing and then get 
around to finding solutions to major political 
crises, global warming and eventually the prob-
lems with healthcare, or what I jokingly call it , 
the health-not-care system.  

But last week was a special day for us 
when Mario told me he had “ some type of 
test at my doctor where I looked at blinking 
lights.”  To me it sounded like a study called a 
Videonystagmography or better known as a 
VNG exam.  This test is supposed to be used 
to look for reasons why a patient has recurrent 
dizziness but seems to be ordered by some physi-
cians to find a proficient way to improve their 
profit margin. 

 “Did you complain of feeling dizzy, Mario,” 
I asked? “ No, but the doctor said , ‘ Don’t worry 
about it, your insurance will pay for it.”’  Recently 
I had a chance to walk into that doctor’s office 
and noticed he had a room full of “ Don’t 
worry about it, your insurance will pay for it” 
testing devices.  What is the ultimate insult to 
me is that that doctor is flourishing under the 
current healthcare system while qualified and 
honest physicians are paying for their colleague’s 
dishonesty.  

On the same day an angered man walked 
into my office to seek a second opinion from 
me. “Doc, I saw this nasty heart doctor who told 
me I must have a nuclear stress test.  But when I 
told him I didn’t think I needed it he just said, ‘ 
Don’t worry about it your insurance will pay for 
it.””  The man had no symptoms or other reason 

for him to have an expensive nuclear stress test 
and he was smart enough to know it.   He told 
me he walks two miles a night and never got 
short of breath or had chest pain and that he 
was not concerned about the cost of the test but 
was troubled by the idea of having a radioactive 
substance put in his body.  

When he showed me a copy of his consul-
tation report, which was sent to the patient’s 
internist, it noted that a nuclear stress test 
should be done on the patient to determine 
the patient’s risk for coronary disease.  To the 
average person, this type of conclusion might 
make sense and even to the average physician 
it would seem plausible.  Yet the truth, based 
on several, well-designed patient studies, is that 
there is no justification to do a nuclear stress test 
on someone without symptoms and without 
real risks of having a heart attack – possible rare 
exceptions being older airline pilots.  And since 
many insurance companies require the doctor 
to get a preauthorization, for this study, prior to 
performing it, I suspect the doctor may have lied, 
as a means of getting the OK, to do this nuclear 
stress test. In other words he likely committed 
insurance fraud.

I knew the heart doctor he had just visited 
and knew him to be a duplicitous character who 
unfortunately, if he did not go to the dark side, 
might have been a good doctor.  And I knew 
he made a very good living, far better than I 
did, doing what he did best; performing expen-
sive tests on patients who didn’t need them.  I 
reviewed the patient’s records, examined the 
patient and told him to go enjoy life; without the 
unnecessary nuclear stress test.  

The practice of “ Don’t worry your, insur-
ance will pay for it” is costing all of us in higher 
premiums, reduced salaries (NOTE: if the cost of 
healthcare to your employer goes up it will even-
tually effect your compensation in other areas), 

and, because millions are on government admin-
istered healthcare,  be responsible for increasing 
taxes and decreasing government services.  To 
think that you shouldn’t worry because “your 
insurance will pay for it”  is like thinking that 
you know a lot about Russia because you live in 
Alaska – it’s just dumb!

The “ don’t worry, your insurance will pay 
for it” practice of medicine not only hurts your 
pocketbook but also all the honest doctors out 
there.  Because of the epidemic of unnecessary 

and expensive testing, insurers have fought back 
to prevent their loss of profit; they have lowered 
reimbursements to their physicians.  When this 
plan didn’t provide enough reduction in cost the 
insurance industry began making it very difficult 
for anyone, even if they really required it, to get 
just about any expensive test; they hired compa-
nies to be gatekeepers and created a difficult 
process for doctors to get approval to perform 
tests on their patients.   Now “ Don’t Worry 

WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU
Don’t Worry, Your Insurance Will Pay For It

Continued on page 8
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Abou.t it; Your Insurance Will Pay For 
It” increases your insurance premiums, 
likely hurts some patients ( all tests 
have some inherent risk), hurts all the 

decent doctors out there by dimin-
ishing their reimbursements while 
making it more difficult and costly for 
your physician to perform  the study, 
and makes it harder for you to get a 

test that could save your life. 
When your hear a physician 

tell you ,” Don’t worry about. It, your 
insurance will pay for it,”  leave the 
office, run to another doctor, run to 
the Office of Professional Misconduct, 
and run to your insurance company.  

We are all in this together now. Sooner, 
more than ever, with the passage of the 
Affordable Healthcare Act, we need to 
be responsible citizens .

Evan S. Levine, MD FACC is the author 
of “What Your Doctor Won’t (or Can’t) 
Tell You” and a practicing cardiologist 

in Westchester and The Bronx. He is a 
clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine at 
Montefiore Medical Center. Dr. Levine 
can be reached at 914-237-1332 or by 
directing email to: VaNLeV@aol.com.

MEDICINE

Don’t Worry, Your Insurance Will Pay For It
Continued from page 7

“Killer Joe” (-)
The acting in this film is brilliant, but the script 
is a bloody mess. I suspect this picture will be 
a favorite at some college fraternity parties, but 
due to the sexual scenes demeaning women in 
the most graphic of ways, I cannot recommend 
it.

The story concerns a Texan family who by 
their actions might be referred to as trailer trash. 
(They reminded me of the sinister characters 
in “Deliverance,” a much better movie.) Chris 
(Emile Hirsch), a dope addict and inveterate 
gambler, owes $15,000 to a drug dealer. His 
sister, Dottie ( Juno Temple), looks like a char-
acter out of a “Li’l Abner” comic strip. Their 
not-so-bright father, Ansel (Thomas Haden 
Church), is married to Sharla (Gina Gershon), 
a woman, as they say, of easy virtue.

The family members agree to have Ansel’s 

first wife murdered in order to collect on 
her insurance policy. Killer Joe (Matthew 
McConaughey), the local corrupt chief law 
enforcement officer dressed as a sheriff might 
be, is hired to commit the murder and make it 
look like an accident.

The movie contains scenes of full nudity on 
the part of the women and rear view nudity on 
the part of Killer Joe. Again, some will enjoy this 
violent, misogynistic film. I did not.

Henry Stern said:
Having read various reviews of “Killer Joe,” 

ranging from an across-the-board pan in the 
local dailies, including a half star in the Post 
(Kyle Smith ) and one star in the Daily News 
(Elizabeth Weitzman) and a highly critical 
assessment in the Times (Manohla Dargis), to 
very favorable write-ups in The Associated Press 
(Christy Lemire), New York Magazine (David 

Edelstein) and the website Rotten Tomatoes - I 
was particularly curious what this movie would 
be like.

You may count me among the lowbrows, 
but I confess I liked “Killer Joe.” It was a parody 
of a crime confessional with elements of country 
boy and street justice. People who go to the 
movies to be entertained got their money’s 
worth. I wonder how the film would have been 
received if the characters were Jews, blacks or 
gays rather than redneck bumpkins - but what 
the ----, it’s only a movie.

The plot, of course, is preposterous, like 
a classic opera. But the audience is likely to 
be taken with the spirit of the occasion and 
possibly even empathize with the characters, 
largely pathetic scoundrels who for the most 
part get what they deserve, in the most indeli-
cate fashion.

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH

“The Well-Digger’s 
Daughter” (+)
This film transports viewers to an earlier era in 
terms of script, societal values, and how movies 
looked on the screen. It’s the type of movie that 
was made following World War II. They were 
simpler, stressed the importance of honor and 

duty, and occasionally were fairytales that made 
audiences feel good when leaving the theater.

“The Well-Digger’s Daughter” begins in 
the French countryside just before World War 
I. A widower, Pascal Amoretti (Daniel Auteuil), 
is raising five daughters on his own. His oldest 
girl, Patricia (Astrid Berges-Frisbey), a true 
beauty with luminous eyes, delivers lunch to her 
father at his work site. On the way she meets 
a handsome, young man, Jacques (Nicolas 
Duvauchelle), the son of a local grocer. She 
meets him a second time on her way home 
and accepts his offer to drive her there on his 
motorbike. Jacques takes advantage of Patricia 
along the way and she becomes pregnant.

World War I begins and Jacques is called 
to the Air Force. He knows nothing of the 

pregnancy. Patricia’s father cannot deal with the 
shame and sends her to live with his sister. The 
balance of the story deals with family tensions 
and emotions without ever becoming a soap 
opera. It is all beautifully portrayed with great 
acting on everyone’s part. I think you will enjoy 
this movie which is a remake of a 1940 film. (In 
French, with English subtitles.)

Visit the Mayor at the Movies to learn more: 
http://www.mayorkoch.com/. The Honorable 
Edward Irving Koch served as a member of 
Congress from New York State from 1969 
through 1977, and New York City as its 105th 
Mayor from 1978 to 1989.

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

mailto:VaNLeV@aol.com
http://www.mayorkoch.com/
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2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

Every year at this time I look forward 
to making the five and a half hour 
journey to the unique city of Montreal, 
it’s approximately three hundred miles 
north of the New York City area, 
and worth the trip.  This thirty-third 
edition makes for my (give or take 
one or two) thirtieth visit to this great 
Festival where there’s a mixture of jazz, 
blues, soul, funk, pop and world music 
performed by artists from around the 
world.

I only had two days allocated for 
my coverage, and my first stop was at 
the gorgeous Maison Symphonique 
Theatre where the Canadian Harry 
Manx performed. Most know to 
expect the unexpected from the 
multi-instrumentalist Manx, and this 
performance was no exception, and it 
certainly only offered hidden glimpses 
of blues. Manx’ band was a quartet 
consisting of Yeshe on guitar, percus-
sion, and African instruments, the 
Australian keyboardist Clayton Doley, 
and the Indian born singer Kiran 
Ahluwalia. It was an odd mix, Manx 
is undoubtedly a master guitarist, but 
I wasn’t thrilled with Kiran who sang 
like Yoko Ono, she had a wide octave 
range, but I mostly found her to be an 
odd fit in this band. Doley displayed 
some interesting keyboard work but 
was limited by his one handed playing 
on the keys. That being said it was time 
to move on where I found the Toronto 
based Tyler Yarema performing for 
free on Sainte-Catherine Street. 
Yarema was in full throttle trotting 
through pop and blues standards, and 
he and his band had the crowd eating 
out of his hands, this was a mighty fine 
group effort, and as I hadn’t known or 
heard this band prior, they are now 
on my radar screen.  Next up was the 
Canadian born (now living in the Saint 
Louis area) Anthony Gomes at the 
free outdoor Blues stage, who was on 
his game playing tunes from his latest 
new and strong recording “Up 2 Zero.”  
To find out more about Anthony go 
to: www.AnthonyGomes.com  * 
Note: I also got to see Gomes perform 
solo at the Tremblant Blues Fest a 
few days later, and you can read more 
about his performances there in a 
separate article on Tremblant. My last 

stop of the evening had me entering 
the exquisite and intimate venue 
Ges’u where the great Cedar Walton 
was chiming on his piano in a trio 
setting. Walton’s resume includes work 
with Art Blakey, J.J. Johnson, Abbey 
Lincoln and countless others on the 
Blue Note and Prestige 
recording labels. It was 
his first performance at 
this festival, and based 
on what I saw, it won’t be 
his last. 

Day two found me 
back at the Blues stage 
for a performance by 
Ruf recording artist Oli 
Brown.  Oli was named 
the 2011 Band of the 
Year by the British Blues 
Awards, and it was his 
first visit to the Montreal 
Blues Fest. Performing 
in a power rock trio, I 
was not impressed. I 
was looking forward 
to seeing the Toronto 
based Molly Johnson, but 
unfortunately it was sold 
out, I have seen Molly 
perform in Montreal in 
the past, and she’s well 
worth your efforts to 
check out her bluesy-
jazzy recordings as she 
possesses a very capti-
vating set of pipes. She 
can belt it out with the 
best of them, and she 
can create captivating 

moods as well. The best was yet to 
come as Anthony Gomes hipped 
to the Nashville based Bart Walker 
Band. Walker was on fire, and was 
immensely aided by having ex Stevie 
Ray Vaughan’s keyboardist extraordi-
naire Reese Wynans on board. Man I 

hadn’t see Wynans perform since I saw 
him with Stevie Ray Vaughan!  Walker 
didn’t disappoint and unleashed a 
dynamic set of hair-standing blues 
rock, closing his set with an amazing 
cover of “Little Wing.”  Walker isn’t 
your everyday blues-rocker, and 
deserves watching in the future. His 
debut recording “Who I Am” is a good 
one, and it’s also important to note that 
Walker also won the 2012 Gibson 
Guitar award (formerly the Albert 
King award) at the International 
Blues Competition in Memphis. 
Additionally I also got a second chance 
to see Walker in Tremblant too, which 
was all good by me, especially getting 
to see Reese Wynans again.  Rounding 
out Walkers solid unit was bassist Paul 
Ossola and drummer Lynn Williams. 
For more evidence; check out his site 
at: www.BartWalkerBand.com 

This concludes my 2012 Montreal 

Jazz Fest report, if you’ve never been 
there, you should visit this very safe and 
friendly city, as not only is this a world-
class festival, it’s also one of my favorite 
cities on the planet.  Those from the 
north-eastern points of the USA 
(and Canada) will find this festival a 
very worthwhile experience, and even 
if you are on a budget you’ll find an 
awful lot of free shows that won’t 
hurt your wallet. Here’s to Montreal’s 
thirty-fourth, and until that time keep 
checking:  www.MontrealJazzFest.
com

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

2012 Montreal Jazz Fest 33rd 
Edition, June 28th – July 7th

2012 Montreal Jazz 
Fest - Reese Wynans.

2012 Montreal Jazz 
Fest - Harry Manx.

2012 Montreal Jazz 
Fest - Oli Brown.

2012 Montreal Jazz Fest - Bart Walker.

2012 Montreal Jazz 
Fest - Tyler Yarema

http://www.AnthonyGomes.com
http://www.BartWalkerBand.com
http://www.MontrealJazzFest.com
http://www.MontrealJazzFest.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
http://www.SoundsofBlue.com
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By LEE DANIELS
In the hallway outside 
an art studio in a large, 
loft building perched 
on the Hudson River 
hangs a testimonial to 

one man’s dedication to two of his 
life tenets: the desire to help people, 
and expressing this desire through 
his art.

Six of the wooden plaques in 
this hall are adorned with remi-
niscences by Jef Campion of his 
six-month sojourn of rescue and 
salvage work in the aftermath of the 
World Trade Center catastrophe, 

with photographs of Ground Zero 
after the attack.

The first panel, entitled “9 11 
01,” reads:

i have had
 the unfortunate privilege
 to work side by side
 bucket by bucket
 with some of the bravest
 and most courageous men
 and women I will ever
 come to know
 waist deep in
 debris death & destruction
 side by side

“I wrote these on paper napkins, 
sitting on piles of rubbish, and kept 
them in my pocket, then transcribed 
them later. I shot these pictures from 
the hip, with an instamatic camera, 
because I would never disrespect the 
dead and missing. I kept the camera 
in my hip pocket; so that if anything 
happened to me, someone could 
finds these words and pictures and 
pass them on,” explains Campion, in 
a soft, gravely voice.

Reading the words in Campion’s 
panels, and looking at the photo-
graphs, evoked a visceral, physical 
reaction in me; my throat tightened 

and eyes stung.
“If I can make someone cry with 

my art,” says Campion” then I have 
accomplished my task as an artist.”

But his art on 9/11 is only the 
tip of the iceberg, Campion explains.

Campion, 50, a lifelong native of 
Yonkers, NY, joined the Yonkers 303 
Fire Department when he was 25, 
after attending the prestigious Cal 
Arts in Berkeley, CA, and School of 
Visual Arts in New York.

“I left the art world behind me, 
but then, in the three years following 

9/11, I was going through some 
personal struggles, and some people 
close to me, including my girlfriend, 
Joanne (artist JC2, whom Jef has 
known for 30 years), persuaded me 
to get back into art. So I did, and 
this is my journey; it’s just the begin-
ning,” Campion explains, as he walks 
around his large loft, among dozens 
of art projects, some completed, and 
some in progress.

Campion moved into the loft 
in 2006, and around the same time, 
formed his art persona, Army of One, 
based on one of the late photogra-
pher Diane Arbus’s photographs, 

“Boy With a Toy Grenade” (1962), 
as a prototype his message, and his 
raison d’être.

Campion began posting his 
interpretation of Arbus’s photograph, 
which he sometimes superimposes 
with a red hand print over the child’s 
heart, and slogans such as, “Give 
peace a chance,” on walls, side-
walks, sides of trucks, anywhere he 
could find an open space, across the 
country and in Europe.

“I started my art on the street, 
and it is the message behind Army 

of One. I am trying to promote a 
peaceful revolution through art, not 
violence. Revolutionary force is not 
necessary, as it is not a liberating 
force,” explains Campion.

“The bloody hand is a meta-
phor. It is supposed to help people 
remember when we were children 
and pledged allegiance to the flag, “…
one nation under God.” It’s a tribute 
to the struggles of our founding 
fathers, and God,” says Campion.

But that is only part of 
Campion’s message. Through his art, 
he hopes to create awareness that 
people need to help effect a real sea 

change throughout the country, in 
its values, political ideals, and social 
consciousness:

“We need to change what corpo-
rate America has done to America. 
America is dying from within. There 
is talk about change, but most people 
just give up. Which is why nothing 
happens,” intones Campion.

“Art should tell a story, have 
something to say, have a message,” 
says Campion.

Campion’s art, and his message, 
unique, bold, moving, is beginning 

to gain momentum notoriety in art 
circles─and on the street.

So if you are walking down the 
street and happen to see a black and 
white image of a small boy on a wall 
or sidewalk, with what appears to be 
red spray-paint on his shorts, stop 
and take a closer look. And spread 
the word.  

Jef Campion’s art will be on display 
in New York and Miami this week, at 
the following locations:

Aug. 10-31, Who’s Got 
Game? exhibition, Sacred Heart 
Gallery, New York; Opening recep-
tion Aug. 10, 8:00p.m. (http://

www.sacredgallerynyc.com/
whoz-got-game-group-gallery-
exhibition-curated-kidlew).

Sat., Aug. 11: OhSoulFresh: So 
Fresh exhibition, Eleazar Delgado 
Studio, Miami, FL, Opening 
reception Aug. 11, 7:00p.m. 
(https://www.facebook.com/
events/230111363775839/).

Lee Daniels is an editor for Kiev-
based ICU, and a columnist for The 
Westchester Guardian.

Army of One: Fighting Lassitude in the Country’s Society, Politics—and Art
PEOPLE

By GAIL FARRELLY
Ask and you shall 
receive. But NASA is 
receiving more than 
it asked for when 
it requested that 

Americans come up with sugges-
tions for future trips to Mars.
Not only is it hearing from 
Americans. It’s also receiving input 
from Martians! And, unfortu-
nately, the latter is quite negative.

First up, ideas from Americans. 
For the most part, ideas of the 
commercial, fund-raising variety: 
monetary sponsorship for forays 
to Mars to be sought from Mars, 
Inc., the manufacturers of Mars 
chocolate bars and Milky Ways; 
concerts in Mars venues by spacey 
folks such as Lady Gaga and Nicki 
Minaj; and hawking of Star Trek 
and Star Wars DVDs to Martians.

As for input from Martians, it 

was discovered that the Mars inva-
sion project is inducing panic and 
fear in Martians. Many of them 
reportedly ordered huge “Keep 
Out” signs for their yards. Other 
yard signs they ordered had similar 
messages, such as:

No Loitering
Pit Bull on Premises
Private Property
Go Away
Get Lost

In addition, NASA was 
flooded with text messages from 
Martians. A few of the messages:

Red planet is ours 4EVA
10q 4 staying home
This land is R land
B4 U come pls W8 2B invited
OMG we R outta here
Hmm. Seems like Martians 

are unimpressed with Earthlings. 
Maybe William S. Burroughs was 
right when he said about earth, 

“After one look at this planet any 
visitor from outer space would say 
I want to see the manager.”

Learn more about The Farrelly 
Sisters – Authors. Visit http://www.
farrellysistersonline.com/ on the 
internet.

 THE SPOOF

NASA Asks Americans for Mars Mission Ideas; Martians Respond

http://www.sacredgallerynyc.com/whoz-got-game-group-gallery-exhibition-curated-kidlew
http://www.sacredgallerynyc.com/whoz-got-game-group-gallery-exhibition-curated-kidlew
http://www.sacredgallerynyc.com/whoz-got-game-group-gallery-exhibition-curated-kidlew
http://www.sacredgallerynyc.com/whoz-got-game-group-gallery-exhibition-curated-kidlew
https://www.facebook.com/events/230111363775839/
https://www.facebook.com/events/230111363775839/
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http://mayorschallenge.bloomberg.org/index.cfm?objectid=C2F55E10-DA98-11E1-8D16000C29C7CA2F

SOCIAL SERVICES

By SHANNON AYALA
At the Friendship 
Worship Center in 
Mt. Vernon on a rainy 
Thursday morning, July 
26th, County Executive 
Rob Astorino briefly 

addressed some fifteen employees of 
the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) of some thirty people, including 
members of the general public. The 
purpose was to review the functions 
of DSS, the services available: adop-
tion, shelter, job-assistance, housing, 

etc. County Executive Astorino and 
Mt Vernon Mayor Ernest Davis were 
both gone before DSS Commissioner 
Kevin McGuire spoke at length. 
Minutes after Astorino and Davis 
departed, outspoken DSS recipient, 
Joshua Eskew, walked in.

At the end, Eskew asked about 
insufficient housing funds by DSS 
leading to “back deals,” meaning 

recipients are supplementing the 
supplements. His question was not 
answered, but it became clear that 
he’s become a familiar figure to 
Commissioner McGuire. In fact, 
McGuire acknowledged he had read 
The Westchester Guardian cover story 
about Eskew’s experience with DSS, 
even though he didn’t give an answer 
to a question regarding that article. No 
one seemed to have an answer or were 
seemingly not allowed to speak to the 
media. Nor did the members of DSS 
–save one or possibly two members–

surround him afterwards, eager to 
engage him in conversation.

Lacking a response to both 
Eskew and the story about him, it has 
become uncertain if the issues would 
be verified or addressed. But the day 
before this meeting, a well-established 
housing and public assistance advocate 
from Mt. Vernon testified at length 
in a discussion for The Westchester 

Guardian. He contacted the paper, 
provoked by the Eskew story and 
one about bedbugs and the Buildings 
Department. Though his tone would 
be more at ease than Eskew’s, he was 
similarly prepared to unfold a list 
of violations, beyond what Eskew 
charged of DSS and beyond those 
departments. In the initial email inter-
change, he asserted that details in those 
written stories needed to be embel-
lished, specifically so that residents 
would come to know their rights.

In the Fleetwood Diner, July 25th, 
Gary Fuller –a native of Peekskill– 
stood beside a table in conversation 
before the discussion begins. And he 
will stop to talk to people in the diner 
several times, which he says would be 
more frequent on the south side of 
town. He says he’s been in advocacy 
for thirty years and has represented 
hundreds of individuals and families 
in Mt. Vernon since 2006. He worked 
with Mt. Vernon United Tenants, 
where he added the service of assisting 
people at “public assistance fair trial 
hearings,” which is part of DSS. More 
recently he’s been director of the 
Citizens Advisory Council, currently 
with about twenty clients –though he 
makes it a point that he doesn’t take all 
clients– and wins 82% of fair hearings.

Though his initial intent may 
have been to set the record straight 
on what’s already been illuminated, he 
chose instead to unload a plethora of 
issues under one scenario. “It’s about 
housing rights and… public assistance 
rights,” he says, “but it’s also, more 
importantly, this is about… the viola-
tion of those rights, perpetrated by 
the very ones that are supposed to be 
protecting those rights”

Mr. Fuller sought to insinuate 
a clarification in The Westchester 

Guardian story that concerned 
bedbugs. In that article, it was 

stated, “[the Mt. Vernon Buildings 
Department] doesn’t handle bedbugs 
[but…] requires paperwork from 
landlords that show that a professional 
and appropriate company takes care 
of the issue.” Mr. Fuller –who comes 
across four to five infestation cases per 
month– makes the clarification that 
despite the County’s website, in which 
each municipality’s building depart-
ment clarifies specifically what they do, 
and they differ, and the vague answer 
via phone from that department, he 
says that under state law, the depart-
ment can’t pick and choose which 
dwelling it will serve. In a multiple 
occupancy structure as written about 
in The Westchester Guardian story 
referenced, under NYS Property 
Maintenance Code 308.4 the owner 
is responsible for infestation unless the 

Astorino standing, McGuire right.

Social Services Commissioner McGuire.

Westchester County Executive 
Astorino, DSS meeting.

Mt. Vernon City Council President 
Puzzo and Joshua Askew.

Housing and Assistance Rights Violated, People Prioritized
Advocate Sets Record Straight on DSS and Buildings Department

Continued on page 12
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Continued on page 13

tenant fails at prevention. Mr. Fuller 
notes that a mess doesn’t attract the 
bugs but only gives them a place to 
hide, as they tend to travel via suit-
cases, clothes, etc, which is the reason 
Buildings Departments don’t inspect 
because they lack proper attire. Yet 
under city code the owner must 
request inspection before re-rental.

If one of these dwellings is 
deemed infested after inspection, the 
landlord must have it exterminated 
by a set date, lest afterwards they 
could be fined $5,000 per day, advises 
Fuller. But he notes this often doesn’t 
happen. In fact, only half the time does 
the landlord receive a notice. (If they 
do, it’s without actual inspection). The 
Buildings Department doesn’t respond 
to calls if the caller doesn’t have the 
landlord’s phone contact.

He asserts he has witnessed the 
Buildings Department make matters 
worse for tenants. He says the Buildings 
Department would call the landlord, 
the landlord would say it will be taken 
care of, and the matter is dropped. On 
top of that, as he testified about the 
issue at a July 11th Mt. Vernon City 
Council hearing, what happens is that 
the Buildings Department will tell 
the landlord the name of the tenant 
who complained, and subsequently 
the landlord will retaliate against that 
tenant. “It happens every time an 
inspector receives a complaint,” he says 
in an email. “I have records that reflect 
a few thousand violation complaints” 
through a FOIL request. At least one 
landlord has been let off the hook 
because he “pays his taxes on time.”

Buildings Commissioner Mark 
Warren, at the July 11th hearing, cited 
budget constraints as a limitation, as are 
training and materials. The Buildings 
Department undertakes a wide array 

of responsibilities, as listed on its 
website. Nevertheless, the Buildings 
Department generates hundreds of 
thousands of dollars per year, says 
Fuller ($839,516 according to the 2012 
budget report; the Commissioner’s 
salary is about 100K), and the funds 
should be properly managed as to 
suit the needs of residents equally. 
“The Buildings Department doesn’t 
have the right to say, I’m not going to 
protect you under the same law that I 
protect others.”

The predominant sort of case 
that Fuller takes on is when benefits 
are –or are almost– rescinded, reduced 
or denied. For example, “The single 
transgression that they commit, that 
will absolutely hang you up,” he says, is 
that according to state law, when DSS 
requests recipients to come in to fill 
out a form, a receipt must be given. As 
Joshua Eskew had pointed out, Fuller 
says there are times when no receipt is 
given, so that the recipient has no proof 
that they were or were not actually 
called to complete a task. This could lead 
to someone’s services being terminated.

The number one DSS issue Fuller 
works with is when there isn’t notice 
given within ten days before services are 
rescinded. Law (18 NYCRR 351.23) 
requires it and the recipient is entitled 
to continue to receive services so long 
as they request a fair hearing before 
those ten days are up. At the time of 
this discussion, he is representing four 
cases that are under the same case-
worker, who is based in White Plains; 
“The Commissioner” (of the Office 
of Children and Family Services, in 
Albany, New York) “has sent her a 
letter requesting that she keeps these 
people’s benefits unchanged until the 
outcome of the fair hearing. She cut it 
off anyway.” She cut off daycare bene-
fits, which he says helps it appear as if 

the orders have been complied with.
Another common case Fuller sees 

is where one is “denied access” to public 
assistance and the denial is based on 
the wrong law. The example he relates 
occurs when the agency denies assis-
tance by saying income is too high but 
the agency uses the wrong pay stub or 
the math is wrong. Or the agency says 
there is no emergency meriting assis-
tance: “they’ll say you haven’t been in 
court yet. But the law says all you need 
is a letter.” Or they’ll say in February 
that you can rely on upcoming tax 
returns; but the law says you must have 
liquid funds immediately available. The 
State does not define “immediately.”

He talks about one case that took 
place two years ago where a woman 
was almost denied emergency rent 
arrears. “They calculated her income as 
being too high for a family of three. I 
counted four people.” Her sister’s child 
was not initially included. “But watch 
this. The law is clear, that emergency 
assistance for families is available if 
the child is under eighteen… and is 
related to the head of the household 
by blood, marriage or adoption.” Birth 
certificates proved consanguinity in 
the hearing. Similarly, one woman’s 
benefits were rescinded because DSS 
records showed her son was in prison. 
The son was nine. The father, with the 
same name may have been in prison, 
but “they didn’t check the social secu-
rity number [or…] the date of birth.”

It’s been suggested by another 
recipient that DSS is “unorganized,” 
or lacks efficiency, but Fuller sees it as 
a result of “downward pressure,” which 
he says is “inherent in any organiza-
tion,” to keep work off the desk. “You 
know what it’s like to get 40-50 phone 
calls a day?” He suggests, “There may 
even be favor to caseworkers that shed 
the numbers.”

Before an administrative judge, he 
finds himself doing math that closes a 
case. This can happen in such cases as a 
person being denied access to services 
(because they supposedly make too 
much money) or a person working 
too many hours in relation to services 
received. The latter was also a point he 
sought to clarify. The mentioned article 
about Joshua Askew stated, “[Askew] 
is under the impression that at least a 
couple of state laws are being broken 
such as… working hours that exceed 
legal proportion of food stamp value 
as in under social services law, Title 9B 
336 C.” It’s important to clarify, indi-
cates Fuller, that working hours (under 
DSS) for recipients are supposed to be 
equal to total benefits divided by the 
minimum wage. So if a person’s total 
benefits in partial rent plus food stamps 
come to $500 per month (which is 
average), then the hours worked under 
DSS should only be about seventeen 
per week.

But it happens, say both Eskew 
and Fuller, that such a person could be 
expected to work thirty to forty hours 
per week, which Fuller argues is not 
only illegal, but takes away time from 
looking for a job. (The current work is 
in accord with the temporary services; 
Fuller calls it “unessential” work). Mr. 
Fuller has had about four of these 
cases, but believes there are hundreds 
of them in Mt. Vernon.

Two people come right to the 
table, are friendly, and walk off. He 
says those were landlords. “I’m not 
anti-landlord,” he says. However, he 
does come across emergency situations 
where landlords illegally evict tenants.

“Without a warrant, these land-
lords evict people, after five o’clock and 
on the weekends. They put crazy glue 
in the keyhole and when the police 
come they say, ‘I didn’t do that.’” He 
says so often –20% of the time– police 
will side with the landlord (because 

they don’t know the law) that he 
has a standardized letter for police 
explaining that the tenant “has been or 
is under threat of illegal eviction.” Mr. 
Fuller says he’s seen some 60-65 illegal 
evictions.

Representatives have been alerted 
on these issues. Mt. Vernon City 
Council President Roberta Appuzo 
appeared at the DSS meeting, asked 
a question and afterwards walked 
out talking to Mr. Eskew. But Fuller 
refers to someone in the July 11th 
hearing that complained that the 
City Council consistently hasn’t been 
getting back to her, which he describes 
as characteristic.

Mr. Fuller himself has gone 
directly to New York State. He shares 
pictures of both a letter written to 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
and shared with Mayor Davis, and 
of a FOIL request of all violation 
complaints made to DSS between 
2009 and 2012. It was submitted in 
January; he’s waiting for a response.

“In 2008, New York City passed 
a Tenant Protection Act. There is 
a similar statewide act but there is 
nothing like the New York City act 
in Westchester County,” says Fuller, 
“and this is what he says Mt. Vernon 
needs; he has proposed it to the Law 
Department.”

An official response for The 
Westchester Guardian has not yet 
been provided by DSS or the local 
Buildings Department but they have 
indicated days before the submission 
of this article that there will eventually 
be one.

Shannon Ayala is a Class of 2013 
student at the CUNY Graduate School 
of Journalism. He also writes New 
York environmental news for www.
Examiner.com. His work can be found 
at www.SEArchives.wordpress.com.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Housing and Assistance Rights Violated, People Prioritized
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By MARK JEFFERS
Welcome to gold medal 
edition of “Sports 
Scene,” where we take 
a look at the great 
sports action here in 
Westchester County…

It was very exciting watching 
gymnast John Orozco compete at the 

Summer Olympics in London. John 
used to train at World Cup Olympics 
in Chappaqua. The iron cross on the 
rings always kills me…

And what about Lakeland grad-
uate Melissa Gonzalez and the U.S. 
Women’s field hockey squad knocking 
off the number 2 team in the world 
Argentina 1-0, what a great win for 
the Americans.

Hudson Valley’s Lacrosse lost to 
New York City 10-8 in the Empire 
State Cup gold-medal game held 

at Central Square Stadium near 
Syracuse. Dobbs Ferry’s John Yozzo-
Scapperotta had a hat trick for Hudson 
Valley.

Let’s turn to some recreation 
league results: The Rockland Astros 
beat front running Harrison 3-2 in 
a Westchester/Rockland Wood Bat 
League contest, Eric Anderson went 
3 for 3 for the Patriots. The Hastings 
Lookouts tamed the New Rochelle 
Tigers by the same score of 3-2.

In field hockey action, it was 

Lakeland Gold over Panas by the final 
score of 6 to 4; Molly Fitzpatrick had 
two goals for the winners. Ossining 
beat Greeley 6-3 led by Molly Malone 
who scored five goals.

In soccer, Byram Hills edged Hen 
Hud 1-0; John Barry scored the lone 
goal.

The White Plains Rockets boys’ 
soccer team won the Northeast 
Regional Championship earning a 
berth in the National Cup XI, way to 
go boys…

Let’s see what’s happening on 
the golf links, Alessandra Ricigliano 
became the youngest winner in tour-
nament history as she won the 15th 
annual Westchester Golf Association 
Tournament of Champions by firing 
a 2-over par 74. Al Rabil of the 
Whippoorwill Club in Armonk took 
home the men’s title by one shot.

Our good buddy Rob Labritz 
from Glen Arbor in Bedford Hills shot 
a final round 69 in windy conditions to 
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By JOHN SIMON
Would you assume a musical 
based on a cult movie about 
rivalries among high-school 
cheerleaders to be strictly juvenile 
stuff? If you can avoid such preju-

dice, you won’t miss out on some good family 
fun.

“Bring It On: The Musical” is a delightful 
entertainment, which, if you don’t harbor impos-
sible expectations, will give you pleasure not only 
while you watch it, but also as a pleasurable after-
taste to take home with you.

The show declares itself “Inspired by the 
Motion Picture Bring It On Written by Jessica 
Bendinger,” the “inspired” accounting, I gather, 
for nothing but the title and topic having been 

derived from Ms. Bendinger. I myself can’t 
remember whether or not I saw that inspiring 
movie—sorry, motion picture.

Ultimate righteousness triumphs in the 
musical as well, with only two of the cheer-
leaders guilty of blemishes. Beautiful Skylar 
is all narcissism rather than team spirit, and 

Continued on page 14
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capture the Met Professional Championship, 
way to go Rob, I guess all those mini-golf lessons 
I gave you paid off…

Jumping into the pool, Isabella Weiner from 
the Northern Westchester Swim Conference 
undefeated champion Chappaqua team broke 
the 14 and under breaststroke 
record with a time of 37.09 
seconds, it takes me that 
long to jump in the water.

Mike Daniello former 
John Jay boys lacrosse star 
is transferring from John 
Hopkins University to 
Syracuse University this fall, 
good luck Mike.

The New England 
Patriots signed rookie free 
agent Derek Dennis, a former star 
at Peekskill High School for the upcoming 
NFL season. The Patriots open the preseason on 
August 9th against New Orleans.

Greenburgh recreation is offering tennis 
tournament clinics through August 24th; call 
914-693-8985 for more information.

On Monday, August 13, Billy Casper Golf 
will once again host the World’s Largest Golf 
Outing (WLGO) with the Westchester loca-
tion being the Doral Arrowood in White Plains. 
This year, more than 100 simultaneous golf 
outings across 27 states will support Wounded 
Warrior Project ™ and enter the Guinness 
Book of World Records. The events are open to 
amateur golfers of all abilities (even mine!). By 
entering the World’s Largest Golf Outing you 
will…play golf, have fun, raise money, win prizes 
and help support a great cause...WLGO is 

more than just a great day of golf. It is also about 
honoring and empowering veterans through 
Billy Casper Golf ’s support of Wounded 
Warrior Project™. The WLGO values your 
fundraising skills as much as your golf ability and 
each event will have two winners: Lowest Score 
and Highest Fundraiser. Even if your team 
doesn’t post the lowest score on August 13th, 
you can still qualify for prizes. After you register, 
the website will help you create a Team Page and 

enable your team to reach out to 
friends and family to solicit for 

donations. Each outing will 
use a four-person scramble 
and a USGA handicap is 
not required. There will 

be gift bags for all 
participants, prizes 
for golfers, on-course 
contests and random 

prize drawings. I’m in 
for a great day of golf… 

and to be part of something 
special…see you there.
Three cheers for Westchester Cycle 

Club members Kate Marshall, Megan Cea and 
Jodee Novak as they have qualified to compete 
in the World Cycling Tour Championships in 
South Africa.

What a great way to open the renovated 
athletic fields at Flowers Park in New Rochelle 
by having the “Boomer and Carton” celebrity 
softball game played there, proceeds benefited 
the New Rochelle athletic facilities.

I hope everyone is enjoying the Olympics, 
we’ve seen some great stories and some 
real exciting events, almost like reading this 
column…see you next time.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.
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Different Highs
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Taylor Louderman, Adrienne Warren and 
the cast of Bring It On: The Musical.
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Machiavellian Eva, initially a protégée 
of the heroine, Campbell, engineers 
the latter’s being transferred from the 
fancy all-white Truman High to the 
rowdy, lower-class Jackson High, 
which doesn’t even have cheerleading.

We get here a musical with book 
(the program calls it more grandly 
“libretto”) by Jeff Whitty, who wrote 

the charming and long-running 
“Avenue Q.” and whose credits 
catholically embrace “The Further 
Adventures of Hedda Gabler” as well 
as presentation by a theater called 

Exit Pursued by a Bear. His plot and 
dialogue are surely as good as those in 
the film.

The music, thoroughly agreeable 
if hardly memorable, is a collabora-
tion between Tom Kitt (best known for 
“Next to Normal,” which I disliked) 
and Lin-Manuel Miranda (best known 
for “In the Heights,” which I liked). 
The apt lyrics are by Amanda Green 
(best known for “High Fidelity” and 
additional lyrics to “Hallelujah Baby”) 
and Mr. Miranda. Sound credentials all 
round.

No less important are the splendid 
direction and chorography by Andy 
Blankenbuehler (“In the Heights’). A 
show about cheerleaders, of course, 
predicates some fancy gymnastics, 
but this one has them very nearly up 
to the breathtaking acrobatics we are 
getting from the London Olympics. 
There are heaven-storming human 
pyramids, concatenations of dizzying 
somersaults, vertiginously high flights 
of quasi-winged bodies, and pirouettes 
worthy of spinning tops. The prowess 
exhibited goes well beyond most 
Broadway dancing, and is, I repeat, 
nothing a sports arena or circus would 
be ashamed of.

For further excellence, there is 
David Korins’s idiomatic scenery and 
the sort of lighting ((by Jason Lyons) 
that is not far behind the prodigious 
displays of Olympic opening specta-
cles. It encompasses everything from 
multicolored dazzlement to striking 
moments of total blackout, without 

eclipsing the fine efforts of the cast.
Taylor Louderman is a rivetingly 

winning heroine, making vaulting 
(in both literal and figurative senses) 
ambition as natural as a modest aspi-
ration, and doing full justice to such 
a bizarre imposed trial as dancing 
in a heavy leprechaun costume she 
must endure to win over the hostilely 
suspicious Danielle, leader of the 
cheerleaderless Jackson High hiphop-
pers. Danielle, no less appealingly 
embodied by Adrienne Warren, ends 
up with her fellow students, lending 
staunch support in eventually chal-
lenging Eva and the Truman group at 
the Nationals.

Kate Rockwell is as glamorous as 
she is delectable as the self-absorbed 
Skylar; as the treacherous Eva, Elle 
McLemore is no slouch either. Ryann 
Redmonds adds ribtickling comedy 
as the overweight and overzealous 
Bridget, and Jason Gothay and 
Dominique Johnson prove zestful 
swains to Campbell and Bridget.

Dominique, despite the name, 
is male, as is, in feminine drag, the 
hilariously wry La Cienega, played 
by Gregory Haney. Where this much 
flexibility is on offer, why not also 
have some genderbending? There are, 
further, remarkable acrobatics from 
such soloists as Alysha Umphress 
and Joshua Henry. Mention must 
be made too of Alex Lacamoire’s 
dance arrangements; others, no less 
deserving can’t be listed, lest I clobber 
you with too many names. But no one 
should go unremembered.

“The Last Smoker in America” 

may well be the most lavish Off 
Broadway musical within memory. 
Charlie Corcoran’s set of a suburban 
kitchen is full of collateral bits of 
scenery opening up in this futur-
istic and often surreal show (people 
sometimes emerge from refrigerators, 
etc.) and Michael McDonald’s time-
tripping and inexhaustibly surprising 
costumes are a laugh riot. Jeff Croiter 
and Grant Yeager’s lighting is not short 
either on elaborate effects.

The plot concerns father Ernie, 
an ex-smoker hoping to make it as a 
songwriter even if it means rhyming 
powder with chowder; mother Pam, 
the eponymous smoker whose 
addiction is resisted but never quite 
subdued; and son Jimmy, wishing to 
be a black rapper, whom he imperson-
ates with magnificent hysteria. There 
is also family friend Phyllis, a regu-
larly popping in neighbor and Jesus 
freak, who strives to supplant smoke-
filledness with godliness.

It takes place in the near future, 
featuring such elements as Asphyxia 
(a funny acronym), a wall-mounted 
device that issues shrill warnings of 
draconian punishments for smoking. 
There is something endearingly soph-
omoric about the book by Bill Russell 
(remembered for the cult favorite “Side 
Show”), his lyrics like his dialogue not 
lacking in wit. Sample of the latter: 
when Ernie complains that his son 
“thinks he’s black,” Phyllis, who is, 
responds, “It’s just a phase. They all go 
through it. I went through it.”

Russell’s lyrics are equally 
likable. Take this from smoker Pam: 

“I thought the country was founded/ 
On the right to pursue our own joy/ 
The right to set our own standards/ For 
the children we destroy/ The right to 
be fat and unhealthy/ Or swim in too 
much booze/ The right to indulge our 
bad habits/ And use what we choose 
to abuse.”

To this and more, Peter Melnick 
(whom I fondly recall as the composer 
of “Adrift in Macao”) has written 
appealingly unpretentious music, 
never less than cheerfully service-
able. Andy Sandberg’s direction and 
the acting of John Bolton, a Protean 
Ernie,  Farah Alvin, a lovably 
absurd Pam, and Jake Boyd, an almost 
demonic Jimmy, is delicious. Only 
Natalie Venetia Belcon, as Phyllis, is 
relentlessly annoying.

The show is as sneakily affecting 
as second-hand smoke—the subject of 
one of the best lyrics — but, of course, 
positively rather than harmfully. 
Seldom was silliness more likable.

Production shots of Bring It On: The 
Musical by and courtesy of Joan Marcus

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, 
Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com

The cast of Bring It On: The Musical.

Jason Gotay and Taylor Louderman 
in Bring It On: The Musical.

Different Highs
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor of Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444 (Harvard University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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My name is Diana N. O’Neill, and I’m a Holistic Health Practitioner. I‘ve earned my degrees 
from the American Institute of Holistic Theology, and I am board-certified by the American 
Association of Drugless Practitioners. I adhere to the highest standards of research and 
professionalism, and dedicate myself to the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of 
my clients. 

I will help you uncover your inner healing power, by counseling you to discover the 
effect of your illness. You’ll be guided through the phases of acknowledgement 
and naming, claiming (excepting), and letting go. I will journey with you during 
challenging times, such as grieving a loved one, recovering from a negative rela-
tionship, as well as experiences that seem initially strange and unknowable. You’ll 
also learn how to employ meditation to achieve greater clarity and purpose.  

My years of study have enabled me to expertly direct you through these drug-
less alternatives to healing: 

·    Chakra Therapy
·    Counseling
·     Exploring the course of illness by ministering to body, mind and spirit 
·    Energy Healing: Reikki-Therapeutic Touch-Laying on of hands,
·    Hypnotism

·    Guided Meditation 
·    Power of Prayer/Mind Power

·    Spiritual and Psychic Healing
·    Spiritual Development

Please contact me at my office at:
Holistic Health Services
Diana N. O’Neill, Holistic Health Practitioner
1600 Harrison Avenue, Suite 307A
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Holistic Health Services
ADVERT ISEMENT

By appointment only
Free consultation will be 
given on first visit

SHIFTING GEARS

By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON
Let’s say you need 
a vehicle with 
room for seven 
passengers and 

space for a lot of stuff – but you really 
don’t want to spend several years with 
a minivan.  In the style category, you’re 
comfortable with an SUV, though you 
really don’t want to drive what looks 
and feels like a small truck.

In that case, the guys with the 
crayons at Ford think they have the 
wheels for you.  It’s called the Flex, and 
it’s hard to categorize.

It’s 16 feet long and just five feet, 
eight-inches tall with a coffin-flat roof  
– giving it a longer, lower silhouette 
than the seven-passenger, stretch-

SUVs it competes with: the Lincoln 
MKT, Infiniti JX or Audi Q-7. 

Nor does it look like an SUV. The 
guys in Ford’s design playpen never got 
past the wooden Tinker-toy stage and, 
as a result, put together a similar set of  
rectangles on 20-inch wheels with the 
rounded front and flat sides and roof. 

The look is distinct and, depending on 
what toys you had as a kid, can either 
feel vaguely familiar and comfortable, 
or just look like a rolling box.

Underneath that broad, flat, front 
hood Ford offers a choice in power 
plants. The standard engine and 
the one provided in the test car, is a 
3.5-liter V-6 with twin independent, 
variable camshaft timing cranking out 
287 horsepower and 254 pound-feet 
of torque. That is adequate once the 
Flex gets on the road. But it is sluggish 
and the car struggles to climb steep 
hills or pass another vehicle in a hurry. 
If you need power in a hurry, it helps to 
slip from automatic into manual mode 
and downshift for extra torque. But the 
car always feels underpowered, and is 
in trouble if the Flex is carrying a full 

passenger load and attempting to tow 
its designed limit of 4,500 pounds.

The alternative is Ford’s V-6 
EcoBoost engine, which provides 
365 horsepower and 350 pound-feet 
of torque – which is enough juice to 
allow the Flex to meet its automotive 
potential. The smaller engine drinks 87 

octane fuel and carries an EPA rating 
of 17 miles per gallon in city driving 
and 23 miles per gallon on the highway. 
The EcoBoost on the other hand, will 
only drink the costlier premium brew.

Perhaps because of its low stance 
and all wheel drive, the Flex drives 
like a long sedan instead of a small 
bus. At speeds pushing triple digits – 
which you shouldn’t try except with a 
Jeep SRT8, Cadillac SRX, or Porsche 
Cayenne – one never feels as if you are 
trapped in a runaway train on really old 
tracks.

Riding in the flex is like trav-
eling in a small living room, and the 
extended length of these stretch SUVs 
adds to the initial feeling of spacious-
ness.  For those in the first two rows, 
travel is a continuous comfort, with 

enough leg and headroom for four pro 
football players and a normal-sized 
friend. The seats are wide enough for 
300 pounders and thickly padded. The 
front seats can also be heated and are 
power operated. The second row seats 
are not adjustable, though the backs 
of these seats can recline enough for 

a comfortable nap. To reach the rear 
seats requires one to manually fold the 
second row out of the way – and once 
someone is in the third row they are 
stuck there. The seats are comfortable, 
but there is little leg room and best 
used for kids or small adults who are 
not claustrophobic.

Ford packed in more ameni-
ties than you might expect from a 
$41,000 SUV. On the safety side, the 
Flex uses side-mounted radar to alert 
the driver to vehicles in either blind 
spot by blinking a lite in the relevant 
side view mirror. In manual mode, the 
gear shift in the center console does 

not move. Instead, one pushes an up 
or down button on the side of the gear 
shift. It works quickly and effortlessly, 
though it takes some time to get used 
to shifting gears in that manner.

It has the SYNC voice activated 
central command system to run its 
extensive entertainment network. 

SYNC takes some getting used to: 
the commands are not necessarily 
intuitive and it takes time to either 
memorize the appropriate commands 
and derivations or luck into them. For 
those who can’t seem to work with the 
computerized SYNC robot, there is 

Ford Flex: The Big Boys’ Toy Bus

Continued on page 16
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2013 Ford Flex
MSRP: $41,280
EPA Mileage: 17 MPG City 
  23 MPG Highway
As Tested Mileage: 22 MPG Mixed
Towing Capacity: 4,471 Pounds

Performance / Safety:
3.5-Liter, aluminum, V-6 engine producing 287 horsepower and 254 
pound-feet of torque; front wheel drive; 6-speed automatic transmission; 
MacPherson strut front suspension; Multilink, independent rear suspen-
sion; power rack & pinion steering;  traction and stability control; 20-inch 
machined aluminum wheels; adaptive cruise control; fog lights; Halogen 
headlamps; dual stage front airbags;  seat-mounted, side impact bags.

Interior / Comfort:
AM/FM/Sirius satellite radio; Bluetooth; SYNC voice activation system; 
CD player; USB, iPod, and MP3 ports; tilt and telescoping leather steer-
ing wheel with fingertip audio and cruise controls; Sony sound system 
with 10 speakers; leather seats; powered, heated front seats; fold flat 2nd 
and 3rd row seats.

also an eight-inch color touch-screen 
and fingertip controls on the leather 
steering wheel which work quite nicely.

For sound, there is an in-dash CD 
player, as well as connections for MP3, 
iPods, and USB drives, and satellite 
radio.

The 2013 Flex will stand out from 
the stretch SUV pack because, well, 
it doesn’t look like an SUV. Whether 
it’s perceived as a hearse and ignored, 
or viewed as a neat, grown-up, toy 
for boys will be a matter of taste. It 
will, however, make its mark in the 
competition for seven-passenger, non-
minivan vehicles.

--Roger Witherspoon writes Shifting 
Gears at www.RogerWitherspoon.
com.

SHIFTING GEARS

Ford Flex: The Big Boys’ Toy Bus

GOVERNMENTSection

Continued from page 15

By HEZI ARIS
YONKERS, NY 
-- August 3, 2012 
-- Yonkers Tribune 
has today learned 
that Mayor Mike 
Spano’s administra-

tion has scheduled the closure of two 
Fire Houses next week. This, even 
before designated Fire Commissioner 
Robert Sweeney is approved to take 
the helm. 

Should closure take effect, 
minimum insurance thresholds will 
not be met. The ramifications of this 

conduct has yet to be fully explained.
Yonkers City Hall has refuted our 

assertion advising the following:
“It should be noted, none of the 

City of Yonkers 12 firehouses will 
be closed. Secondly, in order to curb 
Fire Department overtime costs that 
totaled up to $8 million last year, the 
City is implementing a policy next 
week that can potentially cut the 
amount of undue overtime hours 
while maintaining the same standards 
of public safety, which has drained the 
City’s budget for years.

“According to this policy, if there 

are insufficient firefighters for the 
“line manning” level (3 firefighters x 
18 companies = 54 firefighters) on any 
particular tour, due to unanticipated 
sick leave or personal days, up to two 
trucks can be taken out of service. 
Should the level fall below 48 men, 
the City then will backfill those posts 
with overtime to ensure that 16 of 18 
companies will be fully staffed, possibly 
with extra firefighters on every shift.

“The safety of our residents will 
not be sacrificed as a result of this policy. 
It should be noted that a minimum of 
six trucks/companies respond to every 

alarm in the City and back-up compa-
nies respond as well if the alarm turns 
out to be a serious accident.

“Therefore, we do not anticipate 
that response times will be affected in 
any way due to the following:

“1- Two trucks taken out of 
service provide different functions and 
serve different zones

“2- At least five trucks will 
continue to respond to every alarm at 
exactly the same time as they do now, 
with 20 or more men. The sixth truck 
would arrive in roughly the same time.”

 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Closure of Two Firehouses Next Week Refuted by Yonkers City Hall 
Update of Refutation by City Hall NOW Herein: 1539 Hours.

GOVERNMENT

RYE BROOK, NY– Just last Friday, 
July 27, a truck hit the King Street 
overpass in Port Chester on the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, creating a 
transportation nightmare for everyone 
on the Parkway. This bridge-strike type 
of accident has happened 23 times this 
year alone.

Accidents in which trucks 

strike overpasses on parkways have 
happened frequently over the last four 
years. New York State Parkways can 
only accommodate passenger cars due 
to the low level bridges that tractor-
trailers are unable to clear. It seems 
that this remains unclear to drivers. 
From 2009 to 2011, there has been 
a yearly average of over sixty-three of 

these types crashes on our parkways- 
that’s more than once a week. These 
accidents cause damage to not only to 
the truck and bridge involved, but also 
causes unnecessary and preventable 
dangerous road conditions as well as 
frustration to other drivers caught in 
the resulting parkway traffic.

In order to deter truck drivers 

from driving onto passenger-only 
parkways, such as the Hutchinson 
River Parkway, there needs to be 
more prominent signage along all 
roads to the parkways. Additionally, 
GPS devices used by trucks must 
have a route calculator that takes into 
account restrictions for trucks on NYS 
roadways and stops them from using 

passenger-only parkways.
“The constant tractor-trailer 

problem creates undue and unnec-
essary stress for our residents, the 
commuters and local responders. These 
bridge strikes result in dangerous road 
conditions, needless traffic delays and 
unwarranted and avoidable financial 

NYS Assemblyman George Latimer Offers Plan To Prevent Tractor-Trailer Accidents On NYS Parkways

Continued on page 17
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GOVERNMENT

burdens. Constant crashes may also 
compromise the structural integrity 
of the bridge. Assemblyman George 
Latimer’s proposals to increase the 
visibility of signage and implement 
the use of commercial GPS systems 
to provide legal routes to commercial 
drivers are exactly the type of adminis-
trative directives that can easily prevent 
these accidents in the future.”

–Mayor Joan Feinstein
“With regard to the safety of our 

transit ways, eliminating the problem 
of trucks striking bridges would help all 
impacted by such accidents. It would help 
emergency responders by preventing such 
incidents, it would help repair workers 
avoid having to unnecessarily fix bridges, 
and it would help commuters on the 
parkways to get to their destinations in 
a safe, timely manner. This proposal by 
Assemblyman George Latimer would 

greatly benefit everyone.” –Chief 
Gregory J. Austin

Latimer’s proposal involves place-
ment of 3 to 6 oversized signs on key 
approach locations where trucks most 
frequently enter the Hutchinson River 

Parkway:
* Southbound on I-684 between 

Exit 2 (Westchester County Airport) 
and Exit 1 (Hutchinson River 
Parkway)

* Eastbound on I-287 between 

Exit 10 (Bowman Avenue) and Exit 9 
(Westchester Avenue)

* Westbound on I-287 between 
Exit 8 (I-684) and Exit 9 (Hutchinson 
Pkwy/Merritt Pkwy)

In each location, Latimer has 
called for 1 or 2 signs, stark black 
lettering on yellow background, which 
warns truckers DO NOT ENTER 
the Hutchinson River Parkway. “The 
classic caution sign colors - black on 
yellow - placed on signage that approxi-
mates in size the usual exit signs that 
announce an upcoming exit 1 mile in 
advance of the exit ramp will capture 
the attention of the truck driver unfa-
miliar with the region, and serve as a 
visual cautionary which does not exist 
today. Current signage is modest at 
best and wholly inadequate to attract 
the attention of a driver unfamiliar 
with the region”. The Assemblyman 
continued to say that drivers do not 

“want” to damage or destroy their truck 
and lose their cargo load by striking a 
bridge; increased after-the-fact penal-
ties do not prevent the accident in the 
first place. “Our mission is prevention”. 
Latimer noted that many states provide 
oversized caution signs to alert truckers 
to steep Interstate highway inclines and 
declines, and other road hazards.

Latimer also encouraged the 
NYSDOT efforts to work with 
GPS service providers to adjust their 
programs to differentiate the limited 
access highway projection of the 
Hutch so that drivers using GPS for 
navigation will be alerted to the nature 
of the roadway - that it is unsuitable for 
truck traffic”.

“I believe that NYSDOT takes 
this issue seriously, and will give 
proper consideration to this proposal. 
There are certainly other strategies to 
consider as well. The only unacceptable 
outcome is to do nothing”, concluded 
Latimer.

NYS Assemblyman George Latimer Offers Plan To Prevent Tractor-Trailer Accidents On NYS Parkways

By MARY C. MARVIN
As is my custom, this 
will be the last column 
until Labor Day. With 
that in mind, I wanted 
to update residents 

on all activities/projects that will be 
taking place in the interim as well as 
trends we observed in the summer 
months.

The major undertaking between 
now and the opening of school will 
be road resurfacing throughout the 
Village. Portions of the following 
streets are slated for repaving:

Northwest Way
Sturgis Road
Vine Street
Tanglewylde Avenue
Pondfield Road
Courseview Road
Park Avenue
Kensington Road

The decision was based on the 
age of the road, amount of traffic, 
state of disrepair and location in 
the Village. We received an unex-
pected favorable quote on the cost 
of materials so our money will go a 
little farther, resulting in some extra 
roads repaved. Even if a specific 
street is not slated for resurfacing, the 

potholes throughout the Village will 
be repaired.

Sagamore Park is finally in the 
last stages of refurbishment as we 
just await fencing. Then that same 
construction crew will head to 
Maltby Field to begin improvements 
there.

A new sidewalk and curbing 
was added near the Meadow Avenue 
entrance of the Bronxville School 
and a “bump out” was created along 
Tanglewylde Avenue near the school 
track. The “bump out” is a safety 
measure to narrow the road and 
eliminate the many “near misses” 
as drivers head the wrong way on 
Meadow Avenue. Though safety is its 
prime purpose, we plan to make it an 
attractive open space with grass and 
plantings.

Our Building Department has 
seen a significant uptick in activity 
this summer which is always a good 
sign. We attribute it to the acceler-
ated pace in home sales. As example, 
in all of 2011, 51 homes traded in the 
Village versus 52 sales already as of 
mid-July. Our expectations are that 
the Village’s share of mortgage tax 
revenue will exceed budget expecta-
tions, further improving our bottom 
line.

Sales tax revenue is also higher 
than projected by both the County 
and the Village, further indicating 
some economic upturn.

Many residents are choosing to 
install emergency generators over 
the summer months. The installation 
requires not only a generator permit 
but plumbing and electrical ones as 
well due to the gas connection. The 
Building Department urges residents 
to contact the office with size and 
location expectations prior to making 
the actual generator purchase.

Though many 
residents are 
undertaking home 
improvements, 
others are traveling 
leaving residences 
empty for various 
lengths of time. In 
past columns, I have 
shared the Police 
Department’s 
suggestions for 
keeping homes safe 
and appearing to 
be occupied. The 
following are just 
less obvious safety 
measures that are 
worthy of review. 
Push button locks 
and doorknobs 
have proven very 

easy for burglars to open. The Police 
Chief suggests the installation of 
dead bolt locks on all exterior doors. 
Sliding glass doors are also particu-
larly vulnerable. The special locks 
customized for these doors have 
proven worthwhile. Finally, prior to 
vacation departure, do a check on all 
window locks and repair and replace 
as needed.

Make your children aware of 
the recent stranger soliciting lewd 
acts while driving in the Village. 
Chief Satriale recommends that you 

instruct them never to approach an 
unfamiliar vehicle. Also, if something 
seems suspicious, call 911, try to 
remember the license plate number 
and take a cellphone photo of the 
vehicle.

The New York State Office of 
Taxation and Finance just last week 
notified the Village that our tax 
equalization rate is 100%. As per the 
State, this number confirms, “that 
the Village is assessing property at 
100% of value; there was most likely 

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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Continued on page 19

a recent reassessment and the assess-
ment roughly equates to market 
value.”

We received very good news 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) this 
week as well in the form of a require-
ment to publish a notification to 
the public of the intent of FEMA 
to provide funding to the Village 
to remediate repetitive flooding in 
the vicinity of Midland Avenue and 
Pondfield Road. Though we have 
no “final notice of funding,” we are 
clearly one step closer.

As we look to the fall, the 
Trustees and I will focus on formu-
lating a capital budget to improve 
Village infrastructure as well as 
upgrading our parking service func-
tions in the areas of technology, 
equipment and permit processing.

I wish all residents a most 
wonderful summer!

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

By PETER SWIDERSKI
Even in these slower 
summer months, there 
are updates to offer 
on the waterfront, an 
opening on a board, 

and some local Olympic gold to 
celebrate.

First, on the 
Waterfront…

You may have read in the 
Enterprise that you will be seeing 
substantial work over the next few 
months on the southern 14 acres of 
the waterfront. This portion, owned 
by Exxon, Chevron and a defunct 
paint and dye company, Uhlich, is far 
less contaminated than the northern 
two-thirds owned by BP/Arco. The 
chief contaminants are leftover volatile 
organic chemicals from the most recent 
industrial activity in the portion of the 
waterfront – gasoline storage and dye 
and paint manufacture. (Interesting, if 
unnerving note: a hundred years ago, 
mustard gas was actually produced as 
well, but all traces are long gone.) The 
volatile chemicals are far more easily 
remediated than the PCPs and heavy 
metals found just north.

Over the course of the next couple 
of months, Chevron will be erecting 
the infrastructure necessary to pump 
what is essentially oxygenated fertil-
izer into the ground to promote a huge 
bloom of naturally occurring bacteria, 
which will then literally consume and 
degrade the remaining volatile chemi-
cals in the soil. This should accelerate 
a process that would take a decade or 
two if left to nature, down to hopefully 
less than five. As part of the remedia-
tion, most of the scrub brush and trees 
on the lower third are likely to be 
removed and a clean cover of soil will 
be laid down. Once the DEC has veri-
fied the bacteria have finished their job, 
the southern portion of the site will be 
declared remediated.

Our Waterfront Infrastructure 
Committee has been meeting, 
discussing the layout of where 
parks and developable land should 
go throughout the 42 acres of this 
remarkable property. The Committee 
is chaired by the former mayor, Lee 
Kinnally, and has involved contribu-
tions from all its members, notably 
Doug Alligood, who has gone above 
and beyond in his expert production 
of maps and overlays describing the 
limits of what can and cannot be built 

(and where) on the waterfront. Their 
meetings are open to the public and 
will be posted and announced. They’ve 
spent some time wrestling with several 
issues that we will need to address as a 
community this fall and winter when 
their plans develop more form and are 
ready for public input and review. The 
remaining large building on the water-
front, Building 52, remains a critical 
puzzle piece whose role needs to be 
determined and finalized. It’s future 
is not something that can be put off 
much longer but must be addressed 
head on and resolved. That work lies 
ahead.

Planning Board Openings…
We have two open positions on 

the Planning Board, a critical board 
that weighs in on all development and 
planning issues. If you have interest in 
planning, architecture, urban design 
or just want to weigh in on plan-
ning and development issues, please 
forward your resume immediately to 
volunteer@hastingsgov.org. This is 
important work and we welcome your 
interest.

Olympic Gold
A Hastings resident scored 

Olympic gold (and silver) at the 

London Olympics – admittedly, it was 
64 years ago at the 1948 Olympics 
which were also held in London, but 
this current Olympics provide an 
opportunity to look back and celebrate 
an unsung celebrity from our past. 
Steve Lysak, an orphan, raised with his 
brother in the Graham School, became 
an Eagle Scout, and went off to war 
in WWII. Upon his return, Steve 
designed and built his own canoe, 
practiced on the Hudson, and went 
on with his friend, Steve Macknowski, 
to win an Olympic gold in the 10,000 
meter and silver in the 1,000 meter 
race. (Steve’s brother had previously 
competed in the Berlin Olympics of 
1936.) A bit of history to ponder and 
enjoy, connecting our collective past to 
our present.

On that uplifting note, we draw to 
a close – enjoy the rest of the Olympics, 
and I’ll be back soon to cover news 
on deer, village finances, and a green 
building code coming to fruition.

Any comments, questions, ideas, 
please always feel free to reach out to 
me.

Peter Swiderski is mayor of the Village 
of Hastings-on-Hudson. Direct email 
correspondence to: mayor@hastingsgov.or

 MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

News On the Waterfront, a Board Meeting, and Olympic Gold

THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY – 
Thursday, August 2nd, 
Buffalo businessman 
and former guberna-
torial candidate Carl 

Paladino blasted out a scathing 
email in which he called on the 
Senate’s Deputy Majority Leader, 
Tom Libous, to ask the “grassroots/
Tea Party taxpayers” for forgive-
ness for “past transgressions” and to 
pledge to advocate for and defend 
Conservative/Republican interests.

The email blast didn’t sit too 
well with Albany County GOP 
Chairman, Don Clarey, who fired off 
an email response to Paladino. An 
except:

“I have read your rantings and 
ravings over the past several months 
and frankly they show how ill-
informed you are about civic affairs 

and politics.”
“Let us do a little math: The 

Governor is a Democrat (in part 
because of you). The Democrats 
control 100 of 150 seats in the 
Assembly (many from Buffalo). The 
Republicans, until the recent Special 
election in Brooklyn, controlled that 
body by one seat. Is that a formula 
for enacting the laws you mentioned 
in your letter?”

“Unlike you, I live in the real 
world. While I would like the 
Triborough Amendment and the 
other measures you mentioned 
repealed, it can’t happen under the 
current political make up. Your 
efforts to undermine Senator Skelos 
and his members will only make it 
worse. Nice job. By the way, I know 
you were trying to get a primary 
opponent against George Amedore 
here in Albany. It was fun to chase 

you (sic) ass out of Albany County 
on that one.”

Clarey is referring to an under-
ground Paladino movement to 
reinvent the Senate GOP by 
supporting conservative primary 
candidates against more moderate 
incumbents.

Paladino’s ultimate goal is 
to oust Senate Majority Leader 
Skelos, whom he dislikes for a host 
of reasons – particularly for caving 
into any demand from Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

Clarey continued in his letter 
stating he was, “embarrassed that 
I voted for you in the primary and 
general election in 2010. ” He also 
accuses Paladino of being a double 
agent for the Democrats.

Exclusive to The Westchester 
Guardian - and it arrived in my inbox 
from a confidential GOP insider 
(thus forcing our editor to push 
back press deadline for this juicy 
joust) - but it’s a scorching response 

from Carl Paladino’s private email 
directed to Clarey. Enjoy, and I’ll see 
you next week!

“Like your treacherous prede-
cessor Graziano, you live in a unique 
area of the state where the people 
do not suffer the financial peaks and 
valleys suffered elsewhere in New 
York. You are insulated from reality 
by the thousands of fat and comfort-
able state jobs living off the fat of the 
land. You never suffer recessionary 
pressures. You live and participate in 
the Albany petri dish of corruption 
and incompetence. You read a news-
paper (frightened by the Cuomo/
Silver threat of intimidation) more 
interested in advancing the progres-
sive elitist agenda than doing the 
right thing for the taxpayer. Why? 
Because you are one of the worst of 
the RINOs. You get excited when in 
the presence of the three men in a 
room power brokers. You’re the loyal 
slob willing to kiss their rings to get 
into their favor for the nickel dime 

patronage and breadcrumbs they 
throw at you.

I watched the smitten look on 
your face when at the Republican 
convention in Rochester the 
Reda, LaValle, Savino RINO boys 
hijacked the convention and denied 
Wendy Long the party endorsement 
by railroading the 2nd vote. You just 
sat there on your fat ass. You said 
nothing as the terrible injustice was 
performed before your eyes.

At the convention my assistant 
had the proxy of Melody Burns. 
You intimidated and assaulted her 
with your finger in her chest yelling 
at her that you wanted her to vote 
for Bob Turner instead of Wendy 
Long. I learned about it later or you 
would have met me at that time. 
Need I remind you that 63% of the 
rank and file in the 2010 primary for 
Governor voted against the good old 
boys insular candidate Lazio and 
County chairs like you. Wendy Long 

GOP Family Squabble

 MAYOR MARVIN
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kicked the ass of her 2 opponents in 
this year’s primary. The writing is on 
the wall but it seems that the RINOs 
are still in denial.

You see Don, the days of you 
and the good old boys are coming to 
an end very quickly. If the best that 
Libous can do is to send a washed 

up politician like you after me it 
illustrates just how weakened and 
insecure he is. He had an opportu-
nity to change his tune but chose 
the easier and cowardly way. If you 
and he can’t stand the heat get out 
of the kitchen, move out of state and 
let his committee on vacancies pick a 
good successor. What happens when 

he gets indicted? Does he have such 
little regard for his constituency and 
for that matter his family that he will 
put them through that nonsense. 
Whining and foolish letters like 
yours will get you nowhere. You 
should work on getting yourself a 
life.”

Share your thoughts with 
Carlos Gonzalez, The Albany 
Correspondent, by directing email to 
carlgonz1@gmail.com.

Bridge Builders Translators, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed with the NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 5/7/12.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY design. agent 
of LLC upon whom service of process 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of same to 2072 Baldwin Road, York-
town Heights, New York 10598. Pur-
pose: Translation Services.

Notice of Formation of MONA SOLU-
TION PRODUCTS L.L.C. Arts of Org. 
filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on  
FEBRUARY 24, 2012 . Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: P.O. Box 
68 Yonkers NY 10705. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

        Notice of Formation

Hunt Woods Manor Design LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY 7/2/2012. Off. 
Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o The LLC, 171 Central 
Parkway, Mount Vernon, NY 10552. 
Purpose: all lawful activities.

NEW WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS, LLC 
Authority filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 5/31/12. Office loca-
tion: Westchester Co. LLC formed in 
Delaware (DE) on 5/24/12 SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to Corporate 
Creations Network Inc. 15 N. Mill ST 
Nyack, NY 10960. DE address of LLC: 
3411 Silverside RD #104 Wilmington, 
DE 19810. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE 
Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 
19903. Purpose: any lawful activity.

QUICK CASH OF WALLKILL LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/5/12. Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy The LLC 400 Rt. 211 E 
-  Store #16 Middletown, NY 10940. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

C L A S S I F I ED  A D S

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 

Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail -  
Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today
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GOP Family Squabble

OP-EDSection
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DISCOUNT PARITY 
URGED
Buffalo Commuters Get a 91% 
Discount When They Cross Grand 
Island Bridge
We Are Subsidizing Buffalo;They 
Won’t Be Subsidizing Us!

An article in lohud.com indicated 
that cash tolls on the new Tappan Zee 
Bridge would be in the range of $14 
when the new bridge is built but there 
will be discounts for commuters and 
E-ZPass users.

Commuters would pay in the 
neighborhood of $8.40 to cross the 
3-mile span, while vehicles with E-Z 
Pass would pay $13.30 per trip. The 
increases nearly triple the rate drivers 
pay today to travel over the Tappan 
Zee Bridge. In my opinion, the tolls 
will have a negative impact on resi-
dents, businesses and working people.

Residents of both counties need 
reasonable access across the bridge. 
NYS needs to find a way to support 
funding alternatives for the bridge 
without the need to place an unfair 
and unnecessary burden on the local 
community and its economy.  In 
Buffalo the state offers residents of 
Buffalo a significant discount on the 
Grand Island Bridge. As you will note 
from the Thruway Authority provisions 

posted on their website: Grand Island 
residents pay only 9 cents to cross the 
Grand Island Bridges. Non-residents 
pay $1 per trip! Westchester residents 
are currently subsidizing the bridge toll 
fees for residents of the Buffalo area. 
Why can’t they do the same for us? It’s 
not fair for the state to provide signifi-
cant toll reductions for people upstate 
and not do the same for people down-
state. The following is from the NYS 
Thruway Authority website: Thruway 
Grand Island Resident**: Receive a 
$0.91 discount per trip ($0.09 versus 
the cash $1.00 per trip) on the Grand 
Island Bridges. Proof of Grand Island 
residency required. No minimum 
usage is required. Residency status is 
subject to periodic review. If this plan is 
selected, the $25 required prepayment 
in Box B of application is waived. Plan 
Code: (GIR) - Required Prepayment 
($5.00). * Attach a copy of one of the 
following: vehicle registration, driver’s 
license, or utility bill. A vehicle registra-
tion may be used on only one E-ZPass 
account. Residency status is subject to 
periodic review. ** You must provide 
a copy of your driver’s license, utility 
bill or lease agreement AND a copy 
of your vehicle registration for each 
E-Z Pass Tag requested. A vehicle 
registration may be used on only one 
E-Z Pass account. Residency status is 
subject to periodic review. 

Paul J. Feiner 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

STOP SIGNS IN 
SCARSDALE

To the fools who several times 
between July 27th and July 30th 
removed stop signs at Carman, 

Nelson, and Edgewood Roads, 
thereby endangering the very lives of 
men, women, and children, take this 
warning:

Do not think that the maximum 
risk entailed by the removal of a stop 
sign will be a police visit to your 
homes. Putting aside the minor 
issue of theft, should deaths occur 
in consequence of your removal of a 
stop sign, your conduct may consti-
tute at least the felony of criminally 
negligent homicide or the greater 
felony of recklessly committed 
manslaughter in the second degree, 
to say nothing of lesser but serious 
crimes should injuries occur. In the 
language of the street, “If you do the 
crime, be prepared to do the time.”

In 1996, three friends in their 
early 20’s removed a Florida stop 
sign as a prank. It caused the deaths 
of three teen-agers who drove into 
the path of an eight-ton truck. The 
three friends were each sentenced 
in 1997 to 15 years in prison where 
they remained until 2001 when 
their manslaughter convictions were 
reversed, and a new trial ordered, 
because of prejudicial statements by 
the prosecutor in summation. State 
v. Miller and Cole, 782 So.2d 426; 
State v. Baillie, 782 So.2d 435.

Rely on it. When you are tried in 
Westchester County, great care will 
be taken to avoid any error in your 
conviction.

Harry Reynolds, Esq.
Scarsdale, NY

Continued from page 18
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W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

 Beautiful colonial style single family home.  2 
 Story, 3 beds, 3  baths. Master bedroom suite w/ 
 bath and 2 other bedrooms, one on1st Floor, Patio, 
 Balcony, Close to Bus, Close to Park, Close to 
 School, Eat in Kitchen. Oil. Driveway. 2 car 
 attached. Full attic.

 Carmel                     Offered at $425,000

 Beautiful Colonial single style family home. 4 
 bedrooms. 2 baths. Arlington school district. 
 Baseboard heating. Oil.  Inground Pool, 
 Landscaped,  Outside Lighting, Porch, Storage Shed/
 Out Bldg. park like property.

 Poughquag              Offered at $325,000

 Pristine 2BDRM Townhome, Freshly painted,Top of 
 the line appliances, oversized deck, covered front 
 porch, Mirrowed California closets in BRs, Sunny 
 and bright. New roof. All baths have Marble top 
 counters. Taxes after STAR $7000.

 Carmel                     Offered at $250,000

 Beautifully maintained 4BR cape features LR with wood-
 burning stove and large picture window; dining area, 
 large screened-in porch, kitchen w/ double oven, wood 
 floors and 2BRs on the main level plus a 1 bath w/ 
 skylight. Upstairs  2 BRand 1 full bath. Large downstairs 
 area provides plenty of storage or can easily be finished. 
 Close to stores, shops and highways.

 Jefferson Valley      Offered at $300,000 

 L AURA  D I  M AGGIO              T WO  A GENTS         T WICE   THE  S ERVICE              T OM  O’R EILLY

 L AURA  D I M AGGIO  
 L ICENSED  S ALES  P ERSON

 office: 
 914-301-9596

 T OM  O’R EILLY  
 L ICENSED  S ALES  P ERSON

 cell: 
 845-729-2511

 2 Old Tomahawk St. · Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
 *Not responsible for typographical errors.
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