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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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FEATURESection
Snowden A Minor Character In NSA Story

CURRENT COMMENTARY

By LARRY M. ELKIN

Edward Snowden’s story, as portrayed 
by the media, has been intensely cin-
ematic. At first, it was Catch Me If You 
Can; for the last month, it’s been The 
Terminal.

But while the saga of the 30-year-old who leaked 
details about the National Security Agency has contin-
ued to draw focus, his personal story is now ultimately 
beside the point.

The Obama administration’s efforts to keep public 
attention on Snowden, rather than on the NSA data-
gathering that Snowden disclosed, collapsed yester-
day when Russian President Vladimir Putin granted 
Snowden “temporary” asylum for one year. That’s prob-
ably a good thing, because the more the administration 
struggled to get its mitts on Snowden, the more value 
he acquired as a potential bargaining chip in Russian 
hands.

For now, Putin, the ex-KGB chief, is content to be 

the good guy – the defender of a whistleblower who 
gained worldwide respect (the Germans, among many 
others, were very interested to know how the NSA 
captured their communications) and the protector of a 
solitary young man from harsh treatment at the hands 
of U.S. justice. Given the Putin government’s track re-
cord on freedom and democracy, this is about as ironic 
as it gets.

Another of the administration’s narratives is also in 
shambles: the one in which congressional Republicans, 
especially House Republicans, reflexively oppose every-
thing the president says and does. It was Republicans 
who saved the NSA’s data-gathering authority, at least 
for now, when a majority of Democrats voted last week 
to severely restrict it. House Speaker John Boehner said 
in a news conference, “I voted last night because these 
NSA programs have helped keep Americans safe,” af-
ter he joined the 134 Republicans and 83 Democrats 
who voted against the restrictions, while 94 Republi-
cans and 111 Democrats voted in favor.

Now that Snowden has, at least for the moment, 
stepped out of the international spotlight, Americans 

can get around to having a thoughtful discussion – a 
discussion the president has claimed, without any cred-
ibility at all, that he wants to have – about the reality 
that there is essentially no electronic communication 
today that is immune from government capture and 
examination.

This week’s story in The Guardian makes clear 
that the NSA dragnet scoops up the content, as well 
as the metadata, of emails, Facebook chats and almost 
any other communication that moves over the Internet. 
Nowadays, that includes many voice calls that travel 
over IP circuits, including Voice over Internet Protocol 
providers like Vonage and computer-based systems like 
Skype. I have not seen any confirmation, but I think 
it’s safe to assume that the NSA has the technological 
means, if not the legal authority, to capture voice calls 
over traditional landline and cell phone circuits too, 
despite denials from Gen. Keith Alexander, the chief 
of the NSA.

The issue we need to sort out is the extent to which 
this capability is inherently good or bad, and what the 

legal ground rules should be surrounding the creation, 
maintenance and use of these technical tools.

So far, the discussion has focused on limitations to 
the ways that the data can be accessed and who can be 
targeted. The director of national intelligence declassi-
fied several documents this week in order to provide 
more clarity about the program, and the president 
met with several key lawmakers yesterday to discuss 
the surveillance. Public discussions, at least so far, have 
tended to couch the debate in terms of the importance 
of privacy for U.S. citizens versus the importance of 
stopping the plots of foreign terrorists. The idea for the 
program’s supporters is that it is fine for the NSA to spy 
on foreigners, and that any spying on Americans will 
be subject to fairly strict limits and will occur only in 
connection with suspicions of collusion with terrorists. 
Whether or not the limits need to become stricter, sup-
porters claim, the general principle is sound.

For many people, at home but especially abroad, 
those restrictions will not be nearly enough protection 
of personal privacy and liberty. Others will argue in the 
opposite direction – that we need to use the technology 

Photo by and courtesy of Flickr user mw238
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more widely, not less. They will point 
out that terrorism is just one sort of 
crime among many, and that it makes 
no sense to limit these databases to 
stopping only incidents like the Boston 
Marathon bombing or the attempt to 
set off explosives in Times Square.

November will mark the 50th an-
niversary of JFK’s assassination. This 
was not terrorism in the modern sense. 
The Warren Commission concluded 
that there was no foreign involvement. 
But what if someone, an American or 
not, were to plot an assassination of a 
high government official today? If we 
have the tools to identify and stop such 

a plot, do we want to keep those tools 
on the shelf?

Or suppose a third-grader disap-
pears while walking home from school. 
Don’t we want to identify anyone who 
was on her route home and cross-refer-
ence that information with other data 
that might point to a specific abductor 
or to the little girl’s present location? 
Many people will disagree, but I can 
promise one thing: If it’s your third-
grader, you want the police to get the 
data right away.

Was the Unabomber a terrorist 
or just a deranged criminal? Beats me. 
Would the NSA have been allowed to 
use its tools to try to stop him? I don’t 
know, but I doubt it. What about the 

Oklahoma City bombers? They were 
clearly terrorists, but not foreigners – 
and their crime was the worst such act 
on U.S. soil until 9/11. Existing limits 
on the NSA probably prevent its data 
from being used to identify and stop 
such an attack; additional limits would 
almost certainly do so. Is that what we 
want?

Terrorism is a very real threat, but 
hardly the only one, or even the most 
serious one, which we face in day-to-
day life. Yet we have elevated it to a 
status that it doesn’t deserve. That’s 
how politics and policy work. There 
will always be a boogeyman, whether 
a communist, an anarchist, a rebel or a 
drug dealer, depending upon where and 
when you live. In America today, that 
boogeyman is a terrorist.

The administration has tried to 
make Snowden a boogeyman, too. 
That’s a mistake. Certainly the United 
States has to hold him accountable if 
he ever lands in our custody; to leave 
him alone would effectively be the re-
peal of our government’s secrecy laws. 
We do need the ability to keep some 
secrets. We don’t need to overreact to 
breaches, however. Having violated the 
American government’s trust, even in 
the belief that he acted on behalf of the 
American people, Snowden has made 
himself unwelcome in his own country 
except in the courts and holding cells 
that await his return. But we don’t have 
to move heaven and earth to get him 
there, either.

Don’t worry about where Snowden 
goes next. Snowden is not the NSA 

story. The NSA is the NSA story. And 
that isn’t going anywhere.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has pro-
vided personal financial and tax coun-
seling to a sophisticated client base since 
1986. After six years with Arthur An-
dersen, where he was a senior manager for 
personal financial planning and family 
wealth planning, he founded his own firm 
in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 1992. 
That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which 
moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The 
firm expanded to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
in 2005 and to Atlanta in 2008.

Snowden A Minor Character In NSA Story
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ENERGY MATTERS

Attorney Generals Fight for Public Access in Nuclear Issues
By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON

The Attorney Gen-
erals of New York 
and Vermont have 
joined the fight 
against California’s 

San Onofre Nuclear power plant in an 
effort to stop federal regulators from 
erasing all record of a judicial ruling 
that the public has a right to intervene 
before major amendments are granted 
to an operating license.

If the five-member Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission grants the request 
of their staff to vacate the ruling of the 
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
and expunge the record, it will elimi-
nate a precedent that affects power 
plant operations and regulatory prac-
tices around the country. In particular, 
it will affect the six-year fight in New 
York to shut the Indian Point power 
plants 25 miles north of New York 

City; and Vermont’s ongoing effort to 
shut the Vermont Yankee power plant.

The cross country battle now being 
waged by NY Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman and Vermont Attorney 
General William Sorrell is an uphill 
fight against one of the most powerful 
professional staffs in the US govern-
ment and an agency that has a unique 
view of its own independence. 

“The Commission has stated that 
it is not bound by judicial practice, in-
cluding that of the United States Su-
preme Court,” stated Schneiderman 
and Sorrell in a brief filed June 24 with 
the NRC challenging the staff request. 

In practice, the NRC has taken the 
position that US Supreme Court deci-
sions on procedural rules that apply to 
federal judicial proceedings are advisory, 
and the Commissioners are not bound 
to follow them. That position creates 
difficulties for civic groups, environ-
mental organizations, or states seek-
ing to challenge the operation of local 

nuclear power plants before the Atomic 
Safety and Licensing Board, the NRC’s 
judicial review body.

“Four years ago,” said David Loch-
baum of the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists, “an ASLB in California ruled 
against the staff in a challenge to the 
Diablo Canyon nuclear plant. The staff 
opposed requiring the plant to assess 
the possible impact of a deliberate com-
mercial jet crash into the plant, saying 
it was speculative. The board ruled that 
since there have been terrorist attacks 
using commercial jets, that the chal-
lenge was not speculative and should 
be allowed.

“The Commissioners then ruled 
that the Board’s decision applied only 
to Diablo Canyon and could not be ap-
plied to anyplace else.  If they had won 
that case, I’m sure they would have said 
it was a precedent and used it every-
where. But since they lost, they made 
it unique.”

It is the issue of hiding loses before 

a judicial tribunal by the NRC staff and 
then forcing states and civic groups to 
litigate the same issue at each and every 
power plant that has drawn fire from 
Sorrell and Schneiderman. 

The fight at San Onofre, in which 
the Board ruled decisively against the 
NRC staff, was over the most conten-

tious issue in nuclear power regulation:  
the ability of the staff to bypass federal 
laws by permitting “de facto” amend-
ments to the plant’s operating license. 

The regulatory process for nuclear 
power plants is extraordinarily exacting.  
The operating license contains the exact 
“design basis” blueprints for the reactor 
and every safety and support system. 
It also delineates the maintenance 
schedule and types of procedures used 
to assure that critical systems function 
effectively over decades of intense use 
despite high pressures, intense heat, and 
concentrated radiation. 

“Congress has commanded that 

licensees may not, under penalty of law, 
deviate from the terms of their reactor 
operating licenses,” stated the ASLB in 
their decision against San Onofre and 
the NRC staff.

That strict provision is not a mind-
less bureaucratic intrusion.  Should 
anything go wrong in a system at a nu-
clear plant at any time, staff or inspec-
tors should be able to go immediately 
to the license blueprints and support 

documents to check on the last known 
condition of that system and its expect-
ed behavior under various stresses. If 
the actual systems differ markedly from 
the license  blueprints staff could not, in 
an emergency, quickly pinpoint what is 
going wrong since there would be no 
way to know what a properly working 
system should look like.

For that reason, any change to the 
license’s “design basis documents” is a 
major production. But the NRC staff 
has, at times, granted changes to licens-
es through the issuance of Confirma-
tory Action Letters, which recognize 
and approve these license alterations.

David Lochbaum - Senate testimony.NYS Attorney General Eric T. 
Schneiderman

Indian Point. Continued on page 5
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But by issuing the CALs, the 
NRC staff bypasses a series of agency 
regulations and federal laws mandating 
the involvement of the public by post-
ing the proposed license change in the 
federal register, soliciting comments, 
and holding formal public hearings. 
The use of the CAL alternative is not 
intended to run roughshod over the law 
and public participation.  It is intended 
to allow for minor changes and up-
dates which recognize improvements 
in technology – like upgrading from 
manually operated to powered seats in 
a car – but are not significantly differ-
ent.

The fight at San Onofre, however, 
stemmed from the use of the CAL 
process to allow Southern California 
Electric to design an entirely new and 
different type of steam generator and, 
when it failed, to run the defective gen-
erators at just 70% strength, using an 
experimental program. SCE did not 
know if the plan would work, but the 
company and NRC staffs were con-
fident the equipment could be closely 
monitored to prevent a disastrous loss 
of coolant accident.

Steam generators are massive, 
85-foot-tall, heat exchange systems 
which cycle the superheated, radioac-
tive, pressurized water from the core 
of the nuclear reactor through nearly 
10,000, thin tubes and then back into 
the reactor (  http://bit.ly/11pcbIk  ).  
Clean, uncontaminated water flows 
over these tubes, instantly boils and 
turns to steam, which then drives the 
massive turbines that generate electric-
ity. If the tubes fail, pressurized radio-
active reactor water escapes, and this 
could lead to loss of reactor coolant and 

a meltdown – the most serious type of 
nuclear accident.

Tubes in the newly designed steam 
generators at the two San Onofre pow-
er plants began failing at an alarming 
rate because of unexpected vibrations 
which banged the tubes together. It 
was a situation which had never been 
encountered, and it was only a theory 
that the generators could safely operate 
at reduced power.

Despite the novelty of the proposal 
and the uniqueness of the problem, the 
NRC staff and SCE insisted that the 
changes were minor. That position was 
challenged by Friends of the Earth and 
the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil (  http://bit.ly/16xjrkY  ), asserting 
that such changes required a formal 
license amendment with public hear-
ings. 

The ASLB agreed  ( http://bit.
ly/18MeKK6  ), stating the proposed 
operating plan for the damaged equip-
ment “is a radical deviation” from the 
plant’s design basis documents which, 
“if implemented…would grant SCE 
authority to operate beyond the scope 
of its existing license…” (

Rather than go through public 
hearings about the safety of the new 
steam generators, SCE decided to per-
manently shut San Onofre.

But the NRC was not content to 
lose.

“The ASLB ruling is very critical 
of the way the NRC staff has handled 
the regulatory process,” said Damon 
Moglen, director of the Climate and 
Energy Program at Friends of the 
Earth. “One of the implications of the 
ruling, other than their hurt egos, is that 
the NRC staff ’s power to make signifi-
cant judgments about reactor safety is 

limited.
“And according to their way of 

seeing the world, it means proscribing 
the staff ’s ability to make serious deci-
sions in-house. In this case, it means 
outside of public view, outside of public 
involvement, and outside of public ad-
judicatory proceedings.”

The NRC has actively sought to 
renew the 40-year licenses of all 100 
reactors for an additional 20 years. So 

far, the agency has approved 72 renew-
als, and most of these were granted 
following a review of two years or less. 
Vermont Yankee’s license extension 
was approved in March, 2011 – less 
than a week after four identical reactors 
were destroyed in meltdowns and ex-
plosions in Fukushma, Japan. Approval 
came despite objections from the State, 
which has been in federal court chal-
lenging the plant’s operations. None of 

Vermont’s utilities will buy electricity 
from Vermont Yankee, which is losing 
money while selling electricity on the 
open market through the integrated 
grid stretching from Maine to Ohio.

New York State, augmented by the 
environmental groups Riverkeeper and 
Clearwater, has been fighting against 
the relicensing of Indian Point for the 
past six years. Several of their court bat-
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tles were waged around NRC staff de-
cisions favoring the twin reactors and 
blocking public participation. The staff 
granted, for example, some 275 “ex-
emptions” from fire safety regulations. 

And in a July, 2011 ASLB hear-
ing, the state successfully challenged an 
NRC staff position that an economic 
analysis of the environmental impact 
and public hearing about a catastroph-
ic meltdown at Indian Point – which 
has 21 million residents within a 50 
mile radius – was unnecessary because 
the resulting environmental impacts of 
widespread radioactive contamination 
“are small … and thus are not relevant”      
(http://bit.ly/18MeKK6 ).

In the view of the two Attorney 
Generals, any ruling which preserves 
the right of states and citizens to inter-
cede in serious safety decisions should 
be preserved.  The U.S. Supreme 
Court has held since 1970 that past 

decisions should not be lightly over-
rule or ignored so that there is consis-
tency to the law. 

Past rulings should be respected 
as precedents, the Court held, partly 
because of “the importance of further-
ing fair and expeditious adjudication 
by eliminating the need to relitigate 
every relevant proposition in every 
case…”

But forcing individual fights at ev-
ery plant is what the NRC staff wants.

“The NRC has never met a re-
newal license that they didn’t rubber 
stamp,” said Moglen. “And every one 
of those reactors getting a license re-
newal is going to need a steam gen-
erator replacement. In San Onofre, 
the NRC was asleep at the wheel; the 
regulator screwed up.

“Either California Edison 
knowingly misled the NRC and the 
agency failed to understand that or, 
alternatively, the agency accepted 

Edison’s fallacious arguments that the 
steam generators were the same and 
looked the other way.  In either case, 
this is a story of massive regulatory 
failure, a failure to protect the public 
and regulate the industry. 

“There is now a precedent stat-
ing that the staff cannot approve such 
a radical change in steam generators 
without a license amendment and 
public participation. So in other states 
where there are going to be replace-
ments, or where there were major 
safety changes which the NRC dealt 
with in house, people may now say 
‘wait a minute.’ So now the staff wants 
to vacate it. They want to pretend it 
didn’t happen.”

If the agency’s commissioners go 
along with the staff, it will be difficult 
for state officials to challenge such 
practices. Spokesmen for the Com-
missioners said no date has been set 
for the release of their ruling on the 
staff ’s request.

“Vacating decisions makes them 

difficult or sometimes impossible to 
find,” said Vermont assistant attorney 
general Kyle Landis-Marinello. “If 
that decision is vacated, then all of that 
work of that tribunal was for nothing.  
You basically will have parties down 
the road lose the ability to access the 
ASLB judges’ analysis and argue if 
their reasoning should apply to other 
proceedings.

“We think it is important that 
when there are decisions that increase 
public participation like the ASLB 
decision does, then those decisions 
should stay on the books. It makes it 
harder for the next state or environ-
mental group to argue for greater pub-
lic participation in NRC proceedings 
if it is vacated.”

David Lochbaum of the Union of 
Concerned Scientists, who has been 
an advisor to both the nuclear industry 
and the NRC, said the practice of va-
cating adverse decisions works against 
the interests of the regulatory agency.

“It would be nicer if they fixed the 

problem rather than pretend it didn’t 
happen,” Lochbaum said. “If they are 
a learning organization as they claim 
they are, they would learn their lessons 
rather than make the public fight the 
argument over and over again.  But 
they keep losing case after case and 
they don’t connect the dots because 
they either erase the dots or pretend 
they don’t exist. That’s not a learning 
organization.

“Judicial reviews are an outside 
arbiter looking at practices and find-
ing strengths and weaknesses. A true 
learning organization, which is what 
the NRC and other regulators ought 
to be, would learn from adverse rul-
ings and apply them so they don’t 
keep making those kinds of mistakes. 
Instead, the NRC seems bent on pur-
suing a sort of Nuclear Groundhogs 
Day, where they keep making the 
same mistakes over and over again.”

--Roger Witherspoon writes Energy 
Matters at www.RogerWitherspoon.
com 
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SUMMER CAMP

Yonkers Parks Commissioner Hartsfield Bungles Summer Camp Program
Fires 38 Minimum Wage Summer Camp Counselors

By HEZI ARIS

The “Camp Rays” pro-
gram has been offered 
at four separate school 
sites throughout Yon-
kers for many years. 
The four sites are situ-

ated at Lincoln High School, with a 
maximum enrollment of 216 campers 
and a staff of 50; Robert C. Dodson 
School, with a maximum enrollment 
of 140 campers and a staff of 28; Cross 
Hill Academy with a maximum en-
rollment of 120 campers and a staff of 
26; and Montessori School 27 with a 
maximum enrollment of 72 campers 
and a staff of 18. Camp Rays staff to 
camper ratio is 6:1.  It looks good on 
paper, so how did a popular seasonal 
program turn into a fiasco for 38 Sum-
mer Camp Counselors losing their 
employment and those enrolled in the 
second three-week summer program 
having their summer plans curtailed 
and thereby disrupted without a con-
cern or a statement from the Yonkers 
Parks, Recreation & Conservation 
Commissioner Yvette Hartsfield.

First word of this brewing disaster 
was learned Friday, July 26, 2013, by 
the parents of the 38 counselors dis-
missed from their job coming home to 

tell their parents they were fired. The 
parents were so incensed, they called 
Cable News12 Westchester where the 
story broke. I understand it was aired 
on Monday, July 29, 2013. 

Communications Director 
Christina Gilmartin today, July 30, 
2013, sent a press release advising that 
Mayor Mike Spano will join Yonkers 
Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Commissioner Yvette 
Hartsfield, and several summer camp 
counselors “for an update on the re-
cent layoffs at the Camp Rays summer 
camp Wednesday, July 31, at 12:00 
PM at the Dodson School in Yon-
kers.”

There isn’t much that can be done 
to erase the ineptitude of Yonkers 
Parks Commissioner Yvette Harts-
field. She fired 38 Summer Camp 
Counselors after one week into a  sec-
ond three-week program had been 
initiated. This issue should never have 
come up had there been any concern 
in serving the young people of the city. 
Each three-week program has been 
said to cost $380 per child. The first 
three-week program began on July 
1 and concluded on July 19; the sec-
ond three-week session began on July 
22 and was to conclude on August 9, 
2013. One could sign up for either 

program as early as May 1, 2013, a full 
two months prior to the commence-
ment of the program.

Did Commissioner Hartsfield 
not realize that there where an insuf-
ficient number of kids enrolled in the 
program? Did she take any steps to 
promote the program? What outreach 
efforts did she incorporate to reach 
the parents who would have wanted 
to have their kids attend the camps?  
For some, the $380 enrollment fee 
may have high; why weren’t benefac-
tors available to subsidize some of the 
costs? There were such benefactors / 
underwriters for years. Why did she 
not access them for their possible 
charity? 

When the second three-week 
program was undersubscribed, 
months in advance of it being under-
taken, what extra effort was incorpo-
rated by Commissioner Hartsfield 
to work more diligently to reach the 
maximum level of participants for the 
sake of the campers, the counselors, 
and also for the sake of Yonkers repu-
tation? Since it has been learned that 
counselors were advised that should 
a shortfall of subscribers reveal itself, 
Summer Camp Counselor’s services 
would be curtailed, why were no al-
ternate marketing efforts to serve the 

campers, counselors, and the city? Did 
Commissioner Hartsfield contact 
DSS (Department of Social Services) 
to advise they had openings in their 
program? Why not? DSS would have 
jumped at the opportunity. What ad-
vertising or other marketing effort was 
employed? If none were, why not?

Yonkers Tribune has learned that 
Commissioner Hartsfield has been 
quick to blame the Yonkers Board of 
Education having a summer program 
that she asserts went toward under-
mining Commissioner Hartsfield’s 
ability to have a successful summer 
program. The reality is that the YBoE 
has for many years offered a free aca-
demic based program for elementary 
aged students that ended in July. A 
summer high school program that 
promotes attaining college credits at a 
cost of approximately $100 per credit 
also does not compete with Commis-
sioner Hartsfield’s program. Com-
missioner Hartsfield’s allegations are 
off base, ill advised, and a total lie. The 
YBoE has not, and does not compete 
with the Parks Department. Commis-
sioner Hartsfield is also blaming the 
Yonkers Parks and Rec Board. Good 
move Commissione; sowing the seeds 
of your pending dismissal? It seems so 
because they are not to blame. It seems 

you are not up to the challenge or the 
task. 

Low enrollment is not to blame. 
Ineptitude and a lack of respect for the 
kids who would have interest in the 
program are the reasons for Commis-
sioner Hartsfield’s failure. Her resume 
when applying for the job was paltry, 
were I to be kind; it was paltry. If there 
was a lack of interest in subscribing 
to the program, it was Commissioner 
Hartsfield’s job to have learned what 
the issues were and find remedy; 
and quickly. Blaming the YBoE is a 
shameful excuse and deflects from 
her ineptitude. Her rationale is that 
she is in the job for about a year’s time. 
When she came before the Yonkers 
City Council to undergo the vetting 
process, she said she could handle the 
position. She lied. She can handle the 
salary of $165,000 per year OK, but 
she can’t achieve full enrollment for 
a summer camp program everyone 
would enjoy attending. The reasons 
are simple.

She is a carpetbagger who has no 
interest in Yonkers. She has no con-
cern or feeling for Yonkers. She was 
supposed to hit the ground running; 
instead, she accepts a $165,000 per 
year salary while allegedly learning on 

Continued on page 7
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the job. If she wants to learn, perhaps 
a $35,000 a year salary would be more 
in line with her lack of skills.

On top of her salary, remember 
the cost for pension, vacation, continu-
ing ineptitude, and a husband who will 
soon be employed at the Yonkers Board 

of Education as a teacher. So far Yon-
kers has gotten nothing from hiring 
Yvette Hartsfield. Nothing.

Mayor Mike Spano’s press con-
ference at the Dodson School on 
Wednesday, July 31st cannot go far 
enough to correct the ineptitude of a 
failed Commissioner Hartsfield that 
has learned only to keep silent after 

her mistake is revealed; blame others 
for her ineptitude, costs the taxpayer 
a pretty penny for which Yonkers will 
gain nothing; and 38 Summer Camp 
Counselors have lost their jobs, lost an 
anticipated income based on the word 
of Commissioner Hartsfield’s run-
ning a program, and ruined the plans 
of countless campers who are lost over 

what to do, their parents having no al-
ternate plans, and on and on.

Will Mayor Spano forgive Com-
missioner Hartsfield? Why? Will those 
that paid for a three-week summer 
camp program be reimbursed? When? 

Is this the best we can expect 
from CoY? The answer will forever be, 
“Yes!” if there are no ramifications for 
Commissioner Hartsfield’s failure. It is 

time to say goodbye to Commissioner 
Hartsfield.

Yonkers need not suffer people like 
Commissioner Hartsfield any more. 
Yonkers won’t if it takes its cause and 
concern to media. 

I for one will miss her smile, but I 
know I’ll get over it!!!

Counselors re-hired. Financial 
scam to be revealed next week.

 THE ROMA BUILDING
COMMERICAL SPACE FOR  RENT

2022 SAW MILL RIVER RD.,  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Prime Yorktown  Location

Office Space: 
470Sq. Ft. 

Rent $973/Month

Office Space: 
 305 Sq. Ft. Rent 

$650/Month

Call for Details:  

914.632.1230

Great Visibility • Centrally Located

SUMMER CAMP

Yonkers Parks Commissioner Hartsfield Bungles Summer Camp Program
Continued from page 6

COMMUNITYSection
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

Not sure this is good 
news or not, but one 
of our favorite dessert 
snacks, the Hostess 
Twinkie, has returned 

to the supermarket shelves. The new 
and improved Twinkie has a shelf life 
of 45 days, which is much longer than 
the earlier version, so I picked up a 
few, poured a tall glass of milk and 
wrote this week’s “preservative free” 
edition of “News & Notes”.

The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society’s (LLS) Westchester / Hud-
son Valley Chapter will recognize 
five local cancer patients and their 
families at the Westchester Light - 
The Night Walk Kickoff Party on 
Thursday, August 8th from 6:30pm - 
8:30pm at Grand Prix New York in 
Mt. Kisco. The event is open to the 
public, free of charge, and will in-
clude food; presentations from local 
blood cancer patients; mission and 
fundraising workshops; and advocacy 
information. The 2013 Westchester 
Light - The Night Walk will take 
place on Saturday, November 2nd at 
5pm at Playland Amusement Park 
in Rye.

Now this is my kind of gym, the 
Armonk Chamber of Commerce 
presents a Business Networking 
event at the GYM of Armonk on 
August 8th at 5:00pm. Admission 
will be $10.00 per person for mem-
bers and guests, and all paid attend-
ees will receive a free smoothie from 
the GYM. There will also be food, a 
wine tasting, and refreshments, and 
of course discussion on local busi-
ness opportunities and job openings, 
members and non-members of The 
Armonk Chamber are welcome; so 

let all your recent college graduates 
know of this great opportunity.

The Saw Mill River Audubon 
2nd Saturday Walk at Brinton Brook 
Sanctuary will commence Saturday 
August 10th at 9:00am, and will 
continue year round. The Sanctuary 
is located on Route 9A in Croton-
on-Hudson. No pre-registration is 
necessary, just meet in the main park-
ing area.

If you are interested in freeing 
your inner artist, I’m still trying to 
find mine, then sign up for the Plein 
Air Painting Class with Chris Maga-
dini at the Teatown Lake Reservation 
in Ossining. The daily format will in-
clude a short lecture, demonstration, 
painting, and an end of day critique. 
You can expect to complete four to 
six paintings over the course of this 
three-day workshop. The first class 
will take place on Friday, August 9th 
at 9:00am.

Meet a few of Teatown’s ambas-
sador animals in the Turtle Tracks 
program to be held on Sunday, Au-
gust 11th at 11:00am. This program 
is for families with children ages four 
and older, and is free for members 
and $5 per person for nonmembers.

Aren’t we all just looking for 
some peace… then you are going to 
want to join Suna Senman on Au-
gust 8th at 7:00pm at the Khader 
Center as she presents her new book, 
“Peace: Discovering Life’s Harmony 
Through Relationships,” she will be 
launching her national book tour and 
sharing her personal story on mani-
festing inner and outer peace. She 
will also present “Move into Peace,” 
a guided meditation and discussion, 
which will be co-presented by yoga 
instructor Joe Somodi. The Khader 
Center is located on 4 Smith Avenue 

in Mount Kisco.
This Wednesday August 14th 

at 6:30pm come experience two of 
Westchester’s top cultural institutions 
collaborate for an outdoor concert. 
The Katonah Museum of Art and 
the Caramoor Center for Music 
invite guests to bring a blanket and 
picnic dinner to enjoy classical music 
in the Museum’s beautiful Sculpture 
Garden.

Stop by the Field Library in 
Peekskill on August 27th …read a 
book from your School Summer 
Reading List & then come do your 

summer reading assignment in a fun 
(& helpful) setting. Discuss the book 
you read, start your project, and have 
snacks. Sessions guided by the Teen 
Librarian. This event is free of charge 
and open to middle and high school 
age. This event is generously under-
written by a grant from the H.O.P.E. 
For Youth Foundation, supporting 
Hudson Valley youth programs that 
foster healthy growth and positive 
achievement.

On Saturday August 10th from 
10:00 am to 6:00 pm join the Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship of North-
ern Westchester in Mount Kisco for 
a Meditation and Life Re-visioning 
Workshop. The first half of the work-

shop will focus on an innovative form 
of ancient Buddhist meditation, and 
in the afternoon the life re-visioning 
section will take place.

As summer continues to fly by at 
a record pace, I did get in some golf 
last week. I was playing well until I 
got my ball smacked around by that 
annoying windmill, and then the 
clown nose ruined my game, better 
luck next time… see you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and 
three daughters, Kate, Amanda, and 
Claire.



Page 8 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2013

Continued on page 9

NYS Department of State’s Division of Consumer Protection Issues Alert on Senior Citizen Medical Alert Scam

CONSUMER ALERT

ALBANY, NY -- Commercials ad-
vertising medical alert devices have be-
come a mainstay on television networks 
these days. Companies showcase the 
need for these products, especially for 
the safety and protection of the senior 
citizen community. Recently, however, 
a new scam has been circulating around 
the New York area offering “free” medi-
cal alert devices to senior citizens.

Individuals posing as representa-
tives for medical device companies have 
been calling senior citizens asking for 
money and personal information, such 
as social security numbers or credit card 
information in return for “free” medical 
alert equipment. Seniors may also be 
coerced into believing that their health 
and well-being is at serious risk without 
the use of this equipment.

Over the past year, the New York 
Department of State’s Division of 

Consumer Protection has received 
dozens of consumer complaints re-
garding these calls. Fortunately, we 
have been able to inform consumers 
about the nature of this scam, and have 
advised them not to divulge any of their 
personal or financial information.

The New York Department of 
State’s Division of Consumer Protec-
tion asks you to keep your personal in-
formation heavily guarded. Legitimate 
companies selling medical alert equip-
ment will never request your personal 
information in an unsolicited phone 
call. We offer the following tips to any 
consumer approached with an unsolic-
ited offer by a telemarketer:
•	 If you receive an unsolicited call 

from anyone asking for your 
personal information, hang up 
your phone.

•	 If you take the call, identify who 

is calling and what company they 
represent. Make sure to get an 
address and a phone number for 
the business.

•	 Only give out personal information 
if you initiate a call to a company 
you know to be reputable.

•	 If you think you are interested in 

an offer made by a telemarketer, 
hang up and call the company back 
to verify that the call is legitimate. 
In addition, do some light research 
through internet posts or by asking 
relatives and friends.

•	 Avoid unwanted sales calls. Place 
your personal phone number 
on the Do Not Call Registry by 
calling 1-888-382-1222 or logging 
onto www.donotcall.gov and make 
sure to file a complaint (at the 
same website and phone number) 
if you are registered and receive 
telemarketing calls.
For more information regarding 

scams and scam prevention, please 
contact the New York Department of 
State’s Division of Consumer Protec-
tion at (518)-474-8583 or visit our 
website at www.dos.ny.gov.

By SHERIF AWAD

Please Remember Me is 
personal documentary 
by Miami-born rising 
filmmaker Lisa Danker 
who narrates the story 

of her grandfather Javier Navarrete, 
who was arrested in Cuba as a politi-
cal prisoner in 1962 and remained in 
prison for eighteen years. We get to 
discover Javier’s letters sent from prison 
to his exiled family in Miami. They are 
read over contemplative images of pres-
ent-day Miami in addition to inter-
views with family members explore the 
hardships of exile, and re-creations of 
old photographs raise questions about 
the impact of permanent uprooting 
and of Javier’s extended absence. Please 

Remember Me was screened in Puerto 
Rico International Film Festival, in 
Indie Grits; Columbia, at Wisconsin 
Film Festival, at Milwaukee Film Fes-
tival and in “I’m Not Gonna Move to 
LA” at O Cinema; Miami, where it re-
ceived the Audience Award.

The gap between the past and 
present, represented by the photo-
graphic staging, subtly echoes other 
uncanny aspects of the history of 
Cuban-U.S. relations touched upon 
in this personal documentary. Such 
aesthetic gestures are combined with 
more straightforward interviews of 
family members that explore the im-
pact of a traumatic history. Following 
the arc of Javier’s arrest, imprisonment, 
release from prison, return to the fam-
ily, and disappointment with exile, the 
documentary explores the emotional 
impact of political imprisonment while 
sketching a subjective and personally-
inflected portrait of exile.

Lisa Danker, who is credited as 
director, producer, editor, cinematog-
rapher, videographer of her documen-
tary, earned a Master of Arts and Film 
Studies at the University of Iowa and 
an MFA in Film Production at the 
University of Wisconsin. Before real-
izing her 19-minutes Please Remember 
Me, Danker made shorter experimental 
videos. “The premise of Please Remem-
ber Me was to take an objective look at 

immigration to the United States start-
ing from the story of my family that was 
supposed to be a component of a broad 
depiction”, explained Danker. “How-
ever, the more I worked on it, the more 
I narrowed the project for it to focus on 
my grandfather who initially supported 
Castro then became involved in revo-
lutionary groups against Castro and 
his decisions started nationalize private 
properties as a gesture of communistic 
reforms. Eventually, Castro captured 
Navarrete and threw in prison for eigh-
teen years. His wife, my grandmother, 
and her three children succeeded to flee 
to Miami where I was born years later”.

When speaking about Cuban 
refugees, one should remember Brian 
De Palma’s classic crime drama Scarface 
(1983) in which Al Pacino gave one of 
his most remembered performances. 
“I’m Tony Montana, a political prisoner 

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Please Remember Me

Al Pacino in the opening scene of “Scarface”.

The Oscar Nominee “Balseros”.

Javier Navarrete’s U.S. ID in Miami.Rising filmmaker Lisa Danker.

http://www.donotcall.gov/
http://www.dos.ny.gov/
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People with celiac disease can now have 
confidence in the meaning of a “gluten-
free” label on foods.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has issued a final rule that 
defines what characteristics a food has 
to have to bear a label that proclaims 
it “gluten- free.” The rule also holds 
foods labeled “without gluten,” “free 
of gluten,” and “no gluten” to the same 
standard.

This rule has been eagerly awaited 
by advocates for people with celiac dis-
ease, who face potentially life-threaten-
ing illnesses if they eat the gluten found 
in breads, cakes, cereals, pastas and 
many other foods.

As one of the criteria for using the 
claim “gluten-free,” FDA is setting a 
gluten limit of less than 20 ppm (parts 
per million) in foods that carry this la-
bel. This is the lowest level that can be 
consistently detected in foods using val-
id scientific analytical tools. Also, most 
people with celiac disease can tolerate 
foods with very small amounts of glu-
ten. This level is consistent with those 
set by other countries and international 
bodies that set food safety standards.

“This standard ‘gluten-free’ defini-
tion will eliminate uncertainty about 
how food producers label their prod-
ucts and will assure people with celiac 
disease that foods labeled ‘gluten-free’ 
meet a clear standard established and 
enforced by FDA,” says Michael R. 
Taylor, J.D., deputy FDA commis-
sioner for foods and veterinary medi-
cine.

Andrea Levario, executive direc-
tor of the American Celiac Disease 

Alliance, notes that there is no cure 
for celiac disease and the only way to 
manage the disease is dietary—not 
eating gluten. Without a legal defini-
tion of “gluten-free,” these consumers 
could never really be sure if their body 
would tolerate a food with that label, 
she adds.

“This is a tool that has been des-
perately needed,” Levario says. “It 
keeps food safe for this population, 
gives them the tools they need to 
manage their health, and obviously 
has long-term benefits for them.”

“Without proper food labeling 
regulation, celiac patients cannot know 
what the words ‘gluten free’ mean 
when they see them on a food label,” 
says Allessio Fasano, M.D., director 
of the Center for Celiac Research at 

MassGeneral Hospital for Children, 
visiting professor of pediatrics at Har-
vard Medical School and member of 
the American Celiac Disease Alliance.

What Is Gluten?
Gluten means the proteins that 

occur naturally in wheat, rye, barley, 
and crossbreeds of these grains.

As many as 3 million people in 
the United States have celiac disease. 
It occurs when the body’s natural 
defense system reacts to gluten by 
attacking the lining of the small in-
testine. Without a healthy intestinal 
lining, the body cannot absorb the 
nutrients it needs. Delayed growth 
and nutrient deficiencies can result 
and may lead to conditions such as 
anemia (a lower than normal number 
of red blood cells) and osteoporosis, a 
disease in which bones become frag-
ile and more likely to break. Other 
serious health problems may include 
diabetes, autoimmune thyroid disease 
and intestinal cancers.

Before the rule there were no 
federal standards or definitions for 
the food industry to use in labeling 
products “gluten-free.” An estimated 
5 percent of foods currently labeled 
“gluten-free” contain 20 ppm or more 
of gluten.

How Does FDA Define ‘Gluten-
Free’?

In addition to limiting the un-
avoidable presence of gluten to less 
than 20 ppm, FDA will allow manu-
facturers to label a food “gluten-free” if 
the food does not contain any of the 
following:

an ingredient that is any type of 

wheat, rye, barley, or crossbreeds of 
these grains

an ingredient derived from these 
grains and that has not been processed 

to remove gluten
an ingredient derived from these 

grains and that has been processed to 

from Cuba”, says Pacino’s character in 
the opening scene before he raise to 
become a ruthless Miami drug lord. 
However, truth is far from fiction as 
not all Cuban refugees came to the US 
to start a life in the Underworld. “Hol-
lywood creates stereotypes to a large 
degree”, comments Danker. “But I re-
member a Spanish documentary called 
Balseros (Rafters) that was made in 
2002 that depicted Cuban in a great re-
alistic way”. In fact, this Oscar nominee 
was co-directed by Carlos Bosch and 
Josep Maria Domènech, and consisted 
of interviews with those refugees, from 
the building of their rafts to their at-
tempts at building new lives in Florida 
after they left Cuba as a consequence of 

the widespread poverty in1994. Most 
left with improvised rafts, which were 
often not seaworthy, and some even hi-
jacked a ferry.

Lisa started to discover the story 
of her grandparents when he was freed 
from Cuba only to extensively inves-
tigate it when she started to work on 
Please Remember Me. “It was very dif-
ficult for me to convince my family’s 
members to speak about their memo-
ries in front of the camera”, revealed 
Danker. “It was very emotional for 
everybody”. Danker also used some ar-
chival footage that she found on Vimeo 
website on the internet, courtesy of the 
Spanish government.

There were many attempts by the 
family to free Javier Navarrete who 
was eventually released following dip-
lomatic talks by former US president 

Jimmy Carter with Castro govern-
ment in 1997. After reuniting with his 
sons, daughters, granddaughters and 
grandsons in Miami, he died in 2008. 

Navarrete kept diaries of his years in 
prison which we see on Lisa’s films. “I 
am thinking of expanding his ideas in 
another follow-up documentary and 

maybe I will go to Cuba and film it up 
there”, says Lisa Danker who belongs 
to growing film movement in Miami 
that tends to realize projects without 
relying on Hollywood.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

BRONX APARTMENTS FOR RENT

BRONX COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
2Br. Starting at $1300/Month

Call Maria:

914.632.1230

Westchester Ave. Commercial Space for Rent
Busy location, Large Display Window

2 blocks from #6 Elder Ave. stop
Ideal for Check Casher • Liquor Store • Formal Wear

Hair Salon • Barber Shop • Party Supplies
Notary/Tax/Document Preparation

Fast Food • Franchises
Some restrictions: No grocery or wireless phones

1000 Sq. Ft. • $3000/Month
1300 SQ. FT. $3935/Month

Tenant pays water, electric & taxes
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Please Remember Me

Nostalgic family photos of Javier Navarrete and his wife

Continued from page 8

What is Gluten-Free? FDA Has an Answer
HEALTH

This gluten-free banana bread was 
made with almond flour instead of 
regular flour. Plain nuts are also a 

gluten-free option.

Continued on page 10

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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remove gluten, if it results in the food 
containing 20 or more parts per mil-
lion (ppm) gluten

Foods such as bottled spring wa-
ter, fruits and vegetables, and eggs can 
also be labeled “gluten-free” if they in-

herently don’t have any gluten.
The regulation will be published 

Aug. 5, 2013 in the Federal Register, 
and manufacturers have one year from 
the publication date to bring their la-
bels into compliance. Taylor says he 
believes many foods labeled “gluten 

free” may be able to meet the new 
federal definition already. However, he 
adds, “We encourage the food indus-
try to come into compliance with the 
rule as soon as possible.”

Under the new rule, a food label 
that bears the claim “gluten-free,” 
as well as the claims “free of gluten,” 
“without gluten,” and “no gluten,” but 

fails to meet the requirements of the 
rule would be considered misbranded 
and subject to regulatory action by 
FDA.

Those who need to know with 
certainty that a food is gluten-free are 
heralding the arrival of this definition. 
“This is a huge victory for people with 
celiac disease,” says Levario. “In fact, 

that’s the understatement of the year.”
Says Taylor, “FDA’s ‘gluten-free’ 

definition will help people make food 
choices with confidence.
This article was first printed on August 
2, 2013, on the FDA’s Consumer Up-
dates page, which features the latest on all 
FDA-regulated products.

What is Gluten-Free? FDA Has an Answer
HEALTH

Continued from page 9

By GLENN SLABY

With instant and 
various forms of com-
munications, it is still 
amazing that ignorance 

and obliviousness exist to such an ex-
tent. Listening to talk radio of late feels 
as if our culture has taken a step back-
ward. After focusing on certain aspects 
and individuals with mental illness, it’s 
time to flush out some myths and mis-
conceptions of bipolar disorder, which 
are applicable to most other mental 
health conditions. Life is too precious 
to waste on narrow-mindedness and 
arrogance.

Bipolar is just a mood disorder. Ev-
eryone has his or her ups and downs, so 
mine aren’t that serious. Normal mood 
swings don’t disrupt one’s daily func-
tions, responsibilities and relationships. 
Bipolar disorder mood swings are more 
frequent, severe, longer lasting, trigging 
anxiety and sleep issues.

Like depression, bipolar disorder is 
just a state of mind. One of the worse 
statements anyone can say about any 
illness. Mental health disorders are not 
signs of weakness or personality flaws! 
A pure lack of understanding and a 
display of ignorance; it is not a choice. 
Would one state this in regards to more 
physically predominate diseases?

Mania is a great high. May be true 
for a select few, but mania can lead to 
drug and/or alcohol abuse, spending 
sprees, intense sexual drives and the loss 
of control of thoughts and actions. As 
the mania progresses the individual be-
comes irritable and nervous.

Bipolar is characterized by drastic, 
rapid mood swings. “The average bipo-
lar person will be depressed more often 
than manic.” The mania can be very 
subtle and depression is more observ-
able, “overlooked by both patient and 
psychiatrist.”

Treatment is a cop-out for people 
who are too weak or lazy and aren’t try-
ing hard enough. Treatment, medicinal 
and/or talk therapy, is difficult, finan-
cially, emotionally stressful and time 

consuming with many challenges and 
obstacles. Treatments can be complex, 
involving various medication combina-
tions, individual therapy, group therapy 
over long periods of time – if the af-
flicted have good insurance and/or a 
generous amounts of cash.

Talk therapy is just about whin-
ing and complaining. Will be said by 
someone who may never have had a 
trained therapist or group therapy. By 
investing time, emotions and a lot of 
soul searching, the participant is will-
ing to face challenges and difficulties 
to grow, to change, developing a new 
outlook of life. Therapy helps iden-
tify triggers, avoid life style deviations, 
discover positive changes and offer 
opportunities previous unnoticed. (I 
started writing and volunteering lead-
ing to many unforeseen benefits.) The 
afflicted can learn new skill sets that the 
general population may be unaware to 
be learned and attained. (See my ar-
ticle on Dialectical Behavior Therapy, 
March 2012)

Medications are the only treatment 
and will take care of everything. Medi-
cations help build consistency of moods 
but many other factors should/must be 
taken into account on the road to stabil-
ity and recovery. Factors, short and long 
term (spirituality, family, work) support 
and are supported by medicinal ben-
efits. Concerns inhibiting growth (re-
lationship problems, financial, triggers, 
etc.) are softened by medicinal benefits. 
Other treatments include professional 
therapy (group and/or individual, I 
have both and a good state sponsored 
insurance), improving ones’ life style/
daily routine from nutrition to exercise 
and sleep. Importantly, add spirituality, 
religion, faith to all levels of recovery for 
confronting the many diseases and life’s 
hardships.

Medications doesn’t work. Maybe 
for a few, but mainly it takes time, pa-
tience. For mental illness, there are no 
blood tests to confirm its existence, 
type of mental illness and which 
medication(s) to use. Medications 

should be administered gradually in 
low dosages under careful observation 
and slowly increased. Additional pre-
scriptions and combinations should 
also be administered gradually. This will 
occur over agonizing periods of hop-
ing, praying. As one who was misdiag-
nosed with bipolar disorder, on various 
medications and combinations, the 
tribulations can overwhelm. The uncer-
tainty is formidable. I’m scheduled for 
a medication adjustment / change and 
it scares me.

Medications are habit forming and 
can change one’s personality. A few may 
have addiction tendencies, but properly 
prescribed, administered and used, they 
are not habit forming. Neither are they 
‘happy’ pills. Medications help stabilize 
the individual and do not cloud and 
affect one’s judgment or personality 
like street drugs and alcohol. The self, 
the soul, is not affected, but rather en-
hanced with the right meds.

Medications cause a tradeoff be-
tween a reduction of mood swings and 
a lower quality of life. Totally false, but 
recovery, progression takes time. Medi-
cations along with supports (family, 
friends and professionals) are extremely 
important to growing, helping one find 
a new life path, opportunities, and a 
clearer vision. Patience is always advised 
as side effects and manifestations may 
lessen.

People cannot get better. History 
has shown otherwise for any mental ill-
ness. A difficult path, quality of life can 
be improved upon.

Bipolar is caused only by chemi-
cal imbalance. Simplistic explanation 
omitting life’s complexities and stress-
ors. One’s genes, biological makeup, 
family and history are strong influences.

Bipolar and depression, also known 
as unipolar are completely different. 
They may represent two ends of the 
same spectrum according to one source.

One should be able to ‘bounce’ back 
after a severe episode (hospitalization). 
Pure ignorance. Who would say that 
to someone after an operation? From 
my experience, leaving hospitalization 
is only the first step to recovery.

There is a bipolar test. The only test 
is a genetic one, looking for specific 

gene and incomplete. The best method 
of diagnosis, for now is a careful review 
by a doctor of a patient’s history, behav-
iors and symptoms.

Bipolar is a rare condition. About 
5.7 million Americans count them-
selves as suffering it. Certainly not rare 
to the afflicted, their families and the 
overbooked hospital staffs.

Those afflicted are dangerous. An-
other ignorant statement. The scary 
ones are those walking the streets, 
working, etc., believing they are “nor-
mal”, immune, above it all. People with 
mental illness are more likely to be vic-
tims of crimes.

The inflicted should not have chil-
dren. They will pass on the illness and 
will not be good at parenting. It’s more 
than just genetics. …And a very un-

Christian statement. The mystery of 
life should it be denied? With skills, 
training awareness, begotten through 
therapy, we can have a more “normal”, 
giving family life.

Remember, you are not alone. Our 
pain can be relieved. Most of my infor-
mation can foundon www.webmd.com 
, www.healthcentral.com , www.psych-
central.com , and www.NAMI.org .
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, he is a 
freelancer with The Westchester Guardian, 
suffers from mental illness, writes part-
time, and works at the New Rochelle Pub-
lic Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York. 

Notes from the Afflicted
MYTHS AND IGNORANCE OF MENTAL ILLNESS

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Albert King  
“Roadhouse Blues” Stax
www.ConcordMusicGroup.com
This compilation was originally issued 
in 1991 and is now made available for 
the first time on CD; the only other 
previous edition I could find is on cas-
sette. It’s sort of a mix bag of tracks 
where there are little or no conceptual 
connections. Overall there are eleven 
tracks contained and no bonus tracks.

With plenty of room to spare 
(this disc is about fifty-one minutes in 
length, and could have contained over 
twenty more minutes of recording 
space,) so I’m trying to understand 
why the shortened-edited version of 

“I’ll Play the Blues For You,” (3:59) 
was selected, as opposed to the origi-
nal version that’s almost double the 
time (7:19.) “I Can’t Hear Nothing 
But the Blues” is a fairly powerful 
soul-blues tune where Albert cuts 
loose on guitar near the ending. “An-
swer to the Laundromat Blues” is a 
slow blues tune with a lot of jive talk. 
King gets somewhat funky on “That’s 
What the Blues Is All About” espe-
cially when the tight horn section 
kicks in. Fortunately the live title track 
isn’t edited and runs for over ten min-

http://www.fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates
http://www.fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates
http://www.webmd.com
http://www.healthcentral.com
http://www.psychcentral.com
http://www.psychcentral.com
http://www.NAMI.org
http://www.concordmusicgroup.com/


By JOHN F. MCMULLEN 

In the July 25th is-
sue of “The Westches-
ter Guardian,” J. Matt 
Barber wrote a column, 

“Zimmerman Speech Obama Should 
Have Given,” in which he takes the 
president to task for the speech that 
he gave about his experiences grow-
ing up as a black teenager. He obvi-
ously feels that President Obama 
should have spoken only about the 
trial and tried to calm angry people 
by concentrating on the fact that we 
guided by a rule of law and under the 
law, there was no other verdict pos-
sible -- George Zimmerman could 
not have been convicted of anything 
approaching murder or manslaughter 
under the law. The most that can be 
said of his actions was that he initially 
disregarded the instructions of the 
police to halt the following of young 
Martin --- and he did apparently 
conform to the instructions before 
the altercation started.

Others have written that the 
president should have used the trag-
edy as an occasion to implore the 
black communities throughout the 
country to turn their attention in-
ward to make the streets safer places 
for all black youths and others -- to 
stress education, hard work, an end to 
irresponsible sex which leaves young 
immature girls as single mothers, an 

end to gang violence and a rejection 
of narcotics and prostitution.

I respectfully disagree with those 
finding fault with the speech. The 
President spoke of the pressures of 
being a young black in a basically 
white society and he did that well. 
His talk did not contradict the need 
for acceptance of a legal verdict or the 
need to combat crime and irresponsi-
bility in the black (or any other) com-
munity. The need to improve society 
for all is not an “either / or situation.” 
Problems have many causes and, as 
Morning Joe’s” Joe Scarborough often 
points out, we are smart enough as a 
people to do more than one thing at 
a time.

Most Americans, black and 
white (as well as all other ethnicities) 
know that there is greater crime in 
poor ghettos (which are often black) 
than in wealthy neighborhoods. New 
York Daily News Stanley Crouch is 
always writing about the need for 
greater parental responsibility in 
those areas coupled with the need for 
quality education. The Reverend Al 
Sharpton, in addition to his other ac-
tivities, is often leading efforts to get 
guns off the streets in minority areas.

So we know of these problems 
-- and some are working on them. 
What many do not know is what it 
feels like for many of the black com-
munity to constantly feel that they 
are somewhat inferior to whites or in 

danger of being looked down on or 
blamed for things that whites would 
not -- and I think that President 
Obama brought that out well.

I never realized what black citi-
zens could be subjected to on a daily 
basis until I came face to face with 
it in the Army in Lawton, OK in 
1962. Growing up in New York City, 
I experienced the homogenous Irish, 
Italian, Black, Jewish, and Spanish 
neighborhoods and heard the ethnic 
slurs (which to a naive teenager seemed 
harmless at the time) but had never 
seen anything like Lawton. Lawton 
had a Mexican section, an Ameri-
can Indian section, a Black section, a 
White Soldier section, and a White 
Real People’s section. The main part 
of town was full of bars (which could 
only sell beer with “3.2% alcohol content 
as Oklahoma was then a “dry state”), 
private clubs (in which one could drink 
more potent alcohol) and “clip joints,” 
constituted to separate lonely soldiers 
from their meager pay. 

The incident, still fresh in my 
memory, began after an “Inspector 
General” barracks inspection on a 
Saturday morning – and continued a 
few weeks later when I could speak 
to my platoon sergeant about the bar 
incident. The tale is included as part 
of my 2009 poem, “Lawton, 1962” 
(contained in my “New & Collected 
Poems by johnmac the bard”) and is re-
produced here:

“Anyway, my platoon had 
an “IG Inspection”
and did exceptionally well.

My platoon Sergeant,
a very sharp soldier,
who I respected,
gathered us together
and said:
“I’m proud of you.
You did very well.
The Supply Sergeant and I
just bought a bar a mile out of town.
Come on down.
The first one’s on me.”

No dope, he!

If we started drinking 
a mile from nowhere,
we were there to stay.

As anyone knowing us
might expect,
Warren (from the old neighborhood)
and I were the first ones 
from our unit to arrive.

I was into around my third beer
when Bob (also from Inwood)
walked in with two other folks,
both black.

The bartender saw me greet them
and said to me
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utes, Albert really catches fire twice, 
and also lets his son Don Kinsey get 
some guitar solo space too. Howlin’ 
Wolf ’s “Killing Floor” is an excellent 
rendition albeit short. Duck Dunn’s 
and William Nix’s “Bay Area Blues” 
is another solid inclusion. The classic 
“Drivin’ Wheel” by Rosevelt Sykes 
is covered well despite the unusual 
rhythm guitarist’s phrasings. Another 
classic Elmore James’ and Robert 
Johnson’s “Dust My Broom” features 
a strong sax solo by Steve Douglas 
but is hampered by an odd rhythm 
section. Leiber and Stoller’s “Hound 
Dog” was culled from Albert’s “Blues 
For Elvis” recording and features a 
smart horn section where King rolls 
and rocks! The closing “Matchbox 

Blues” is taken from his “Blues at 
Sunset” collection recorded in L.A. 
1972 by the great Wally Heider, but 
the sound is muddy yet King shines 
with a stellar performance.

All in all this is a pretty nice 
compilation of Albert King’s illus-
trious career, but Lord knows there 
are a lot more powerful King Albert 
recordings that have been previously 
issued. Some of the songs are well 
documented with musician credits 
and wanted liner notes, but others 
tracks offer no detailed info. That be-
ing said it’s always a happy occasion 
to hear Albert King’s music live-on 
today, especially considering that 
he’s been gone for over twenty years. 
(Note: Albert King was posthumous-

ly and appropriately inducted into to 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame last 
year.) Better late than never!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com. Now celebrating 13 + years on 
the air at WFDU - http://wfdu.fm. 
24x7 On Demand Radio: http://wfdu.
streamrewind.com/show/profile/11 , 
WFDU’s Sounds of Blue is the most 
pledged to program for 5 consecutive 
years. Senior Contributing Editor to: 
http://www.Bluesrevue.com , http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

The Sounds of Blue: Albert King “Roadhouse Blues”
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
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By HELEN WEISMAN

Now on exhibit at the 
American Museum 
of Natural History 
(AMNH), Whales: 

Giants of the Deep, houses one of the 
largest whale collections in the world.  
In modern times, there are more 
than 80 species of whales, otherwise 
known as cetaceans, living on the 
planet. Whales offers the opportunity 
to crawl through a life size replica of 
the heart of the blue whale which 
can weigh up to 1,410 pounds. The 
blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) 

is the largest whale on earth. One 
can also listen to whale croons in a 
an enclosed listening lab, encounter 
the land dwelling cousins of whales, 
and hear from people whose lives 
have been intertwined with these sea 

creatures on a video screen. A special 
theater in Whales allows visitors a 
chance to virtually dive with a sperm 
whale as it hunts for a giant squid. 
Visitors will learn about the evolu-
tion, biology, diversity, and conserva-
tion of whales. Topping this off, they 
will be exposed to their interactions 
with human cultures across the Pa-
cific and around the world.

Whales are the largest animals, 
or more specifically mammals on 
earth. Mammals are warm-blooded 
vertebrate animals that are distin-
guished by the possession of hair or 
fur and by the secretion of milk by 
the females. However, whales are a 
specific type of mammal. They are 
placental mammals, meaning that 

they nourish their young before birth 
through a specialized organ attached 
to the mother’s womb, known as the 
placenta.

Modern species of whales fall 
into 2 groups, baleen and toothed 
whales. Baleen whales are toothless. 

Instead, they have tightly packed 
rows of baleen plates –fringes of ker-
atin suspended from the roofs of their 
mouths that help keep large amounts 
of tiny prey in while filtering water 
out. Blue whales, humpback whales, 

“I can’t serve those folks”
(It was obvious that he meant
the black folks).

I explained that my sergeant
owned this place and
invited his unit down for a beer
and that these folks were
part of the unit.

No good!
The bartender said that 
“they should have known that
the invitation didn’t include them.”

That, of course, set me off and I
was soon as persona non-grata 
as my black friends.
Out in the parking lot, I said
“Ok – where can we get a drink to-
gether?”
-- only to be told,
“No place in this town.”
So “they” went to “their bars”
and Bob, Warren, and I went to 
“ours.”

I was reluctant to say anything
to my platoon sergeant.
He was, after all, my superior.

But, four weeks later, 
after I was transferred to another unit,
I was sitting in a bar with a book
and a pitcher of beer –
not an unusual sight,
when Sgt. Jones came in the door.

I waved him over to my table,
poured him a beer, 
and told him the story.
He said “I feel terrible.
I hate to cause anyone 
to be embarrassed.”
Great! He wouldn’t let
it happen again in his bar!

But he added “We really
don’t mix down here.”
I plunged right in.
“What do you think of
Sgt. Lowery (his black superior)?”
“He’s a fine soldier and a gentleman.”
“Would you have a beer with him?”
“I have in the NCO club. He’s good 
company.”

Undaunted (and not knowing when 
to quit),
I went on.
“Would you have him to your house?”
He looked at me as though I was
bereft of my senses.
“I have a wife and daughter.”

I had no idea what to say.
I mumbled something, 
changed the subject,
finished my beer,
and went on my way.

That was forty-six years ago.
Things have changed greatly.
Barack Obama now commands 
the armed forces 
but
are we all different?
I hope so.”

It occurred to me at the time 
that this man, a good soldier, would 
have fought to the death in battle 
to protect his black superior (who 
would have done the same for him) but 
wouldn’t have had him to his house 
because there were white female fam-
ily members there – “I have a wife and 
daughter”! Did he feel deep down that 
a black man would feel compelled 
to expose himself in front of white 
women? I didn’t get it then and I 
don’t get it now. 

Are we really different? Not 
as much as we think we are. I was 
speaking to a woman last year, a Sci-
ence and Technology overlord for the 
New York Public Library, and when 
it came up that she was from Law-
ton, I mentioned that I had spent 5 
years in Lawton from January 1962 
through May 1962 (I know that is 
really only 5 months but it felt like 5 
years), I related the above story, end-
ing with “but I guess it’s changed a lot 
since then.” I was very surprised when 
she replied “No, not much at all. I still 
go back to visit my family and, after 
a day or two, I can’t wait to get out of 
there. There are the same racial feelings 
– I think your black friends would get 
served in that bar now but there are 
folks who wouldn’t be happy about it.” 
This is part of the crux of the Presi-
dent’s speech – a white man can walk 
into a bar to have a beer or use the re-
stroom in most places and not worry 
about being turned away -- a black 
man can’t. I’ve been one of the only 
4 white people at a Bo Diddley per-
formance at the Apollo Theatre and 

never doubted that I’d be sold a ticket 
and I’ve walked into a sleazy bar in 
the heart of Harlem – the only white 
face in the bar (I’m sure the locals 
wondered “why the hell is he here?”) 
but I went into the restroom with no 
problem.

The racism has gone under-
ground as most blatant practices of 
discrimination are now outlawed 
but the bigotry and suspicions are 
buried just below the surface. When 
I worked for the Federal Govern-
ment, there were a higher percentage 
of black workers than I found later in 
industry and one black friend told me 
that many gravitated there because 
they felt that they “would get the fair-
est shake possible there.” When I was 
working in the financial community, 
a number of black friends told me 
over lunch that they felt they had to 
work harder than their white coun-
terparts to show that they weren’t 
“Affirmative Action Hires.”

A close friend – a very bright 
person in many ways -- is convinced 
that, if not for Affirmative Action, 
Barrack Obama would not have got-
ten into Columbia University, Har-
vard Law School, or been editor of 
the “Harvard Law Review.” When I 
try to point out that, no matter what 
he thinks of college entrance machi-
nations, no one becomes editor of a 
Law Review because of the color of 
their skin, I must as well be talking 
to the wall.

I certainly recognize that there is 
anti-white bigotry within the black 
community that must be erased and 
it is the responsibility of black lead-

ers to lead the movement. Some do 
this – I heard H. Carl McCall, at 
that time Comptroller of the State 
of New York, say, as part of a won-
derful graduation address to a pre-
dominately black and Hispanic class 
at Monroe College, “you are now the 
minority in this nation but soon you will 
be the majority and when you are, it will 
be your responsibility to treat the new 
minority better than you were treated.”

I was at a Poetry reading in my 
old neighborhood on July 27th – my 
poems were about the Irish / Jew-
ish neighborhood that it was in the 
1950s / ‘60s. Some younger poets had 
“very in-your-face” angry poems about 
the way the white man has treated 
blacks, Hispanics, and Indians since 
Columbus landed (I recommend the 
reading of Jim Wallis’ “Racism: Amer-
ica’s Original Sin” -- http://sojo.net/
blogs/2013/07/29/racism-americas-
original-sin for a history of racism in 
the US; it is enlightening). The victims 
of oppression have long memories 
and, while they are not always on 
display, they are always there – and, 
when the young have the feelings 
that President Obama described, 
they have the feeling that they are less 
than first-class citizens. I think that it 
is very good that the president asked 
us to walk in their shoes! This is cer-
tainly not the only message to come 
out of this tragedy – but it is a valid 
one and I praise him for it.
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com. 

The Obama “Race Speech” Worked for Me
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Whales in New York City!!!

Echolocation diagram

Whale teeth and baleen. Continued on page 13
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 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

and gray whales are examples of ba-
leen whales. Toothed, or odontocete 
whales comprise approximately about 
70 of today’s 80 species. Included in 
the group are beaked whales and 
sperm whales. Regarding the beaked 
whales, Dr. John Flynn, co-curator 

of the exhibition and Frick Curator 
of Fossil Mammals at the AMNH, 
as well as native and resident of 
Westchester County says, ”The most 
unusual thing [in the exhibit] is the 
beautiful ‘wall of beaked whale skulls’, 
as it is unique to have a display of so 
many of these rare and unusual ceta-
ceans together in one case.”

Thanks to the loan of artifacts 
from the Museum of New Zealand 
Te Papa Tongarewa, visitors will see 
more than 20 skulls and skeletons of 
various whale species including rare 
specimens such as the real skeleton 

of a male sperm whale. This speci-
men measures 58 feet long or about 
the length of one and one half school 
busses. Also to be seen are life-size 
and scale models of whales com-
monly found in the South Pacific. 
According to Dr. Flynn, “The male 
and female sperm whale (Physeter 
macrocephalus) skeletons are truly 

spectacular.” In addition, there are an-
cient and contemporary objects made 
from whalebone and other materials 
such as weapons, chiefs’ adornments, 
and jewelry.

Regarding whale evolution, 
Whales has on exhibit, from the 
AMNH’s own world-class collec-
tions, the massive skull of an extinct 
land dwelling relative of whales. This 
is a treat to see because of how old it 
is, about 45 million years old. Whales’ 
ancestors were land animals. Their 
adaptation to ocean life came shortly 
after the arrival of modern mam-
mal groups, about 55 million years 

ago, during a hot period on Earth. 
At this time, one group of mammals 
spent increasingly more time in the 
water, living on the oceans’ abundant 
food. Eventually, they left the land 
completely, ultimately evolving into 
fully aquatic whales. Reflecting these 
changes, on display, are skeletal casts 
and artists’ renderings of the ances-
tors of modern whales. Here we can 
see what is considered the first whale, 
a wolf-sized fish-eater that lived on 
the borders of a large shallow ocean 
about 50 million years ago and a fully 
aquatic whale that lived between 34 
and 40 million years ago. Dr. Flynn 
says, “The most fascinating thing [in 
the exhibit], is the series of skeletons 
showing the anatomical transitions 
in the evolution of whales from land 
ancestry into fully marine animals.”

There is much to see in the ex-
hibit regarding various people’s 
fascination and interactions with 
whale relics. For instance, in earlier 
times, a beached whale could supply 
a Maori tribe in New Zealand with 
ivory, bone, and enormous amounts 
of oil and protein. In Whales visitors 
can explore a storehouse display-
ing delicate adornments and deadly 
weapons made from whalebones 
and teeth. In animal imagery in the 
part of the exhibit focusing on the 
Kwakwaka’wakw peoples of the 
Pacific Northwest Coast, one can 
see artifacts that display close fam-
ily associations with whales. One 
example is a killer whale mask from 
the AMNH’s own collection, which 
was likely worn by a child who would 
have crouched underneath it in a 
dance performance, bobbing up and 
down to create the effect of the whale 
floating on the waves of the ocean.

Finally, highlighting the show 
from the AMNH’s own collections 
are the only known fossil skull of An-
drewsarchus (a whale cousin and larg-
est land mammal predator known), 
and the scrimshawed dolphin skull. 
Most fascinating to me is the Inuit 
hunting helmet with its imagery of 
whales and other animals, both real 
and imaginary.

The AMNH is located at 81st 
Street and Central Park West in New 
York City and is open 7 days a week. For 
more information call: 212-769-5100.
Helen Weisman is a freelance science 
journalist living in New York City. She 
has taught writing at The City Univer-
sity of New York.
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Whales in New York City!!!

Blue whale heart.

Andrewsarchus

Continued from page 12
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By JOHN F. MCMULLEN 

In the September-
October 2013 issue of 
The Futurist, there is a 
thought-provoking fea-
ture, “Top 10 Disappear-

ing Futures” in which 10 well-known 
“futurists” speculate which technolo-
gists and/or cultural distinctions that 
we now “know and love” will disappear 
-- and some of the speculations are 
both interesting and disquieting.

One of the most controversial 
predictions by the well-known and re-
spected futurist, Paul Saffo, a member 
of the World Future Society’s Global Ad-
visory Council, whose article, “Farewell, 
Smartphones, We Hardly Knew Thee,” 
postulates that the device that has be-
come a virtual part of our bodies will 
disappear as the wearable and/or voice 
activated electronic devices -- eyeglass-
es, watches, automobile directions, etc. 
become commonplace. Saffo ends the 
piece with the provocative “when we 
happen to think back, we (will) marvel 
that anyone could have ever communicat-
ed anything of consequence on a device as 
clunky and old-fashioned as an iPhone.”  A 
related article in the same series, “Com-
puting’s Future Is Wearable “by Harish 
Shah supports Saffo’s position, writing 
“The same Internet-based communications 
currently used on smartphones will likely 

also be used on the wearable computers. The 
need for smartphones will thus simply start 
diminishing, especially as prices for wear-
ables begin to decline. That the wearable 
will primarily be a computer, beyond being 
just a communication device, would be its 
most attractive feature.”

If we accept the projections of 
Saffo and Shah, we must also consider 
what this might mean to Apple, where 
the iPhone is its leading product. Apple 
would have to get ahead of the curve 
and really develop the iWatch and other 
wearable devices. It would also have to 
maintain the Macintosh, iPad, and cur-
rent iPhone product lines while it de-
veloped a new competitive iPhone and 
possibly iPad replacement. Many firms 
find this dual product support difficult 
to do, while new firms working only 
with new technologies, not saddled 
with “legacy systems,” are able to take 
over the dominant place in the market.

The impact of innovation on com-
puter technology goes even beyond the 
attack on Smartphones. The TechCast 
Project’s Alexandre Pupal and Wil-
liam Halah in their essay, “Passing of the 
Dumb Interface, Keyboard and Mouse” 
lay out forecasts of the years when 
massively disruptive technologies enter 
the mainstream. There is a wonderful 
table of these forecasts at http://www.
techcast.org/Forecasts.aspx, while the 

Futurist essay gives a short summary 
forecast of major changes (see chart).

The essay defines “Thought Pow-
er” explaining that “Experiments are 
finding ways that allow individuals to 
direct their thoughts into electrical signals 
that communicate silently with computers, 
robots, and other people.” 

With such forecasted changes 
it is not surprising that massive job 
disruption is also predicted. Thomas 
Frey, executive director of the Da 
Vinci Institute (http://www.davin-
ciinstitute.com/) and creator of the 
very interesting web site http://www.
futuristspeaker.com/ , explains in his 
essay, “Two Billion Jobs to Disappear 
by 2030” how the impact of just a few 
really disruptive technologies will con-
tribute to job elimination: Driverless 
cars; Education changes; 3-D Printers; 
and Automated manufacturing. He 
ends the essay with the rather tempered 
optimistic statement – “At the same time 
that billions of jobs are disappearing, we 
will be creating billions more. But to do so, 
we will need to streamline our systems and 
prepare for the skill sets and job demands 
of tomorrow.” This last statement is the 
heart of the Creative Disruption that I 
have been discussing in print, in talks, 
and on blogs for the last few years. The 
most important attribute that work-
ers must have is the ability to adapt 

to new systems and new technologies. 
Obviously, the same workers must have 
well-honed talents for their present 
jobs – this is the heart of their being 
presently employable – but they must 
also always be ready to adapt to the fu-
ture requirements of work – and, to do 
this, they must be constantly educating 
themselves in what “might be coming 
down the pike.”

One of the major structural chang-
es which GOJO Industries’ Carrie 
Anne Zapka, author of “Obsolescence 
of Fixed Pay-Per-Time Compensation,” 
sees as happening is the elimination of 
most fixed annual salary and hourly 
pay rate jobs. Zapka writes “Work will 
be negotiated between temporal workers 
and ‘workees’ – those for whom work is 
performed. Compensation will be vola-
tile. Real-time supply and demand, crowd 
reputation ratings, experience points, and 
recommendation networks will replace 
resumes and job titles.” If this scenario 
plays out – and I have no doubt that it 
will; there is already work being performed 
in this manner – it will be accepted as 
an entrepreneurial change by some but 
will be scary to many. If a person, in this 
system, does not consistently perform 
quality work at reasonable rates, she / 
he may not be competitive enough to 
maintain a middle class life style. Addi-
tionally the health care and retirement 
benefits that employees now have from 
employers will be non-existent. 

There will still be fixed salary jobs, 
particularly, in the public service area – 

police, fire, sanitation, emergency service, 
grammar and high school teachers, etc. – 
and in top management positions in 
large corporations. In most cases, how-
ever, the public service positions are 
not ones which will tend to allow great 
upward mobility. This type of struc-
tural change, made possible by virtual 
marketplaces and telecommunications 
systems, may turn out to be more dis-
ruptive than any purely technological 
change.

The main message of this special 
section in the Futurist – and there are 
many more essays; it is well worth read-
ing – is really that we must be ready 
for anything. The specific changes pre-
dicted here may not come to fruition 
but what is indisputable is that massive 
changes are coming in the world. The 
rate of change is accelerating and the 
world in 2030 will not be one that we 
would recognize today but, to be com-
petitive (even employable), we will have 
to be prepared for it by 2030. The only 
way to be prepared for it by 2030 will be 
to stay “ahead of the curve” every year 
until then.
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more. 
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com. 

Say Goodbye To Today’s Technology
TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Snapshots of Our Times
By JOHN SIMON

Some plays are period 
photographs. We wit-
ness them the way we 
look at well-filled pho-
to albums and respond 

to long-ago events: “What funny 
clothes we used to wear!” or “Did we 
really look that innocent at gradua-
tion?” “ or “Did cars really have those 
weird gizmos back then?” They are 
not only pictures for you to relive your 
wedding by, or other personal memen-
tos; they are historical or sociological 
documents.

Well, there are plays that function 
like that, and “Harbor,” by Chad Beg-
uelin, is eminently or egregiously one 
such. People talked and dressed and 
behaved and even made love like that. 
Okay, so certain things mutate with 
the times, but surely some things don’t 
change, cannot change. Like making 

love. Wrong! Even that changes, at 
least on some level. In a 21st-century 
comedy, at least one couple has to be 
gay, needless to say in the new sense 
of the word: homosexual. There can 

be some straight people in it too, but 
they have to be very hip, and they must 
compete with the gay couple, not-
heaven forefend, by deriding them, 
but by outsmarting them, being even 
hipper than they.

How does one manage that? By 
talking even faster, dirtier, putatively 
smarter than they. By being even more 
up-to-date, more with-it. By killing 
them with kindness, their kindness. 
Which presumably means adopting 
their jargon, their flippancy, but not in 
a patronizing way. Perhaps in a kind of 
conflict not based on ideas, not even 
gender differences, but on an either 
inadvertent or else very self-satisfied 
sense of (dubious) superiority.

So that is, to an extent, what goes 
on in “Harbor,” a reasonably undistin-
guished and certainly overlong play, 
but one holding us through implicit 
coming retrospection, as future testa-
ments to the way we lived then.

What do we have here? A gay 
couple, Ted, an early-middle-aged 

 EYE ON  THEATRE

(L-R): Randy Harrison, Alexis Molnar, Erin Cummings, Paul Anthony Stewart, 
Chad Beguelin, and Mark Lamos.

Randy Harrison and Paul Anthony 
Stewart. Continued on page 15
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architect, and Kevin, a somewhat 
younger would-be writer seemingly 
unburdened by real talent, except for 
doggedness. A kind of kept woman, 
even though--a touch of the times--
the pair are actually married, together 
for ten years (“That’s about 53 in 
straight person years” Donna, Kevin’s 
sister, calls it). During that time, Kevin 
has scarcely seen Donna. Now in 
her early thirties, she is blowsy, bo-

hemian, remarkably potty-mouthed, 
and making a haphazard living as a 
singer at weddings, Bar Mitzvas, and 
automobile shows. She lives mostly 
in a van, which, a single mother, she 
shares with her 15 ½ -year-old daugh-
ter Lottie, old for her age and mostly 
“van-educated,” because they never 
stay anywhere long enough for proper 
schooling, But given Donna for moth-
er, she has become precocious like all 
hell.

As the play opens, Donna and 
Lottie, who bicker a lot, are in the van 
driving through Sag Harbor (which 
Donna calls Fag Harbor) on her idea 
of reconnecting with Kevin, whom 
they haven’t seen in years. As Kevin 
recalls, it was at the funeral of his and 
Donna’s mother. To which Donna, “I 
knew it was some kind of joyous occa-
sion.” Prodded by Donna’s phone call 
from a nearby gas station, Kevin reluc-
tantly invites mother and daughter to 
come visit, which will prove a far lon-
ger one than he and Ted anticipated. 
Lottie is worried: “Will they have a 
computer?” “Are you kidding?” replies 
Mom, “they’ll have a computer that 
makes cappuccino and gives blow-
jobs.”

When, after some weeks, Donna 
reveals that she is pregnant (some-
thing even Lottie didn’t know), it 
emerges that she hopes that Ted and 

Kevin will adopt the as yet unborn 
baby: they have everything a well-off 
homosexual couple needs and now 
should adopt. (Kevin comments, “She 
never had a motive that wasn’t ulte-
rior.”) But who was the inseminator? 
Who knows? “Donna had so many af-
airs with men. All “really awesome and 
filled with superokayness.” To be sure, 
she adds, “Lottie thinks I’m a dope,” to 
which the daughter responds, “No, I 
don’t. I think you are a moron.”

And so it goes, with D & L stay-

ing on and on in T & K’s gorgeous 
mansion (how could they afford it?) 
but with Ted definitely hating chil-
dren and Kevin agreeing with him on 
everything. But then Donna reminds 
him that they always played parent and 
child during their unhappy childhood, 
with her the daughter and Kevin the 
father--or, rather, mother, as Donna 

reminds him. Ted, it is claimed, likes 
babies only baked in a pie, and Kevin 
is too immature to assert himself--yet 
Donna warns “I can’t fu*king wait for 
your testicles to descend.” There are 
plenty of amusing one-liners, even 
entire droll speeches, and at least one 
or two whole scenes, such as the non-
birthday party T & K give for Lot-
tie after learning that Donna didn’t 
give her much on her 15th birthday: 
“Magical cupcakes don’t come flying 
out of my ass,” Donna remonstrates. 
Sometimes the gags are even a bit 
melancholy. When Lottie tells Ted he 
needn’t have to watch that closely how 

much he eats, he answers, “I’m a gay 
man. It’s part of the gig.”

It would have been better if “Har-
bor” didn’t go on for over two hours; 
the current, short-breathed format, 90 
minutes and no intermission, would 
have sufficed. But Mark Lamos has 
directed cleverly as is his wont, and 
Andrew Jackness has come up with 
a single set that conveys Sag Harbor, 

outdoors and indoors, as nearly as 
possible. Erin Cummings is a glori-
ously white-trash Donna, and Ted and 
Kevin are aptly captured gay types, 
neither embellished nor caricatured, as 
played by Paul Anthony Stewart and 
Randy Harrison, respectively. If Lottie 
emerges not just smartass but actually 
too smart for her years, that is not the 
fault of Alexis Molnar, although one 
could wish that she looked a little bit 
better.

And there you have it. A play only 
so-so, but at least not boring, and as a 
picture postcard from our times, not 
bad at all. A bit of a “biotch,” as the 
text’s slang would have it.
Photos by and courtesy of Carol Rosegg 
2013 ©.

59E59 Theatre A, 59 East 59th Street, be-
tween Park and Madison Avenues, New 
York, NY 10022. Box Office: (212) 753-
5959, ext. 102. eMail: tickets@59E59.
org.
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com 
and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds a 
PhD from Harvard University in Com-
parative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

   TOWN OF OSSINING TAX AUCTION
 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14th  @ 1PM

94 State Street, Ossining
Opening Bid: $49,000

PREVIEW OPEN HOUSE
AUG. 7, 2013 FROM 3-5PM

Priestly Street, Ossining
Opening Bid: $28,000

2 Vacant Lots Sold Together
Lot 4 (50’ X 135”) and Lot 5 (24” X 135)

 Download Detailed Information and Bidder’s Packet at:
 www.townofossining.com on the Receiver’s Page

or send a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to
Gloria Fried, Receiver of Taxes, Town of Ossining Auction

16 Croton Avenue, Ossining, NY 10562

   TOWN OF OSSINING TAX AUCTION

Snapshots of Our Times
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Paul Anthony Stewart, Randy Harrison, and Alexis Molnar.

Erin Cummings, Randy Harrison, Paul Anthony Stewart, and Alexis Molnar.

Alexis Molnar and Erin Cummings.

Continued from page 14
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GOVERNMENTSection

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN

As is my custom, this 
will be the last col-
umn until Labor Day.   
Given the timeframe, 

I thought it particularly apropos to 
highlight Village construction and im-
provement activity that is taking place 
over the summer.   Though the Village 
appears quiet, much is happening to 
improve the Village prior to everyone’s 
return in early September.

Clearly, the most obvious activity, 
and with it some disruption of peace, 
is the re-pavement of roads through-
out the Village in late August.  Those 
slated for curbing and paving include 
Woodland Avenue, Greenfield Av-
enue, Manor Road, Paddington Road, 
Argyle Place, Kensington Road, lower 
Avon Road, Studio Arcade, Parkway 
Road near Leonard Morange Square 
and Pondfield Road from Tanglewylde 
Avenue to Valley Road.  Pondfield 
Road West was slated to be re-paved 
but given the possibility of the hospital 
project and its accompanying street cuts 
and heavy vehicles, we thought laying a 
pristine road only to have construction 

perhaps soon follow was not prudent 
spending.  However, we will continue 
to repair all the major potholes in that 
area.

Of probably even greater long 
term importance than even our paving 
is our new sub-structure repair pro-
gram.  The Village recently completed 
the digital mapping of the entire sani-
tary sewer system.  Every manhole was 
located, (some found paved over or in 
the middle of private lawns), opened, 
inspected and cleaned.   Not only will 
mapping have the immediate benefit 
of expediting repairs during emergen-
cies, it will also assist in future system 
upgrades and planning.

The storm water catch basins have 
also all been mapped and the data is 
being translated into a Geographical 
Information System (GIS).  The GIS 
document will contain the mainte-
nance history of the entire system 
which will assist in prioritizing future 
repairs and improvements.

The Trustees also approved an ad-
ditional project relating to our storm 
water infrastructure.  Under a defined 
Storm Water System Maintenance 
project, thousands of feet of storm 

sewers are being cleaned and televised 
throughout the Village.  The initial 
focus was on the storm sewers in the 
Midland Avenue Drainage Basin with 
additional work either recently com-
pleted or in progress in the Garden 
Avenue/Meadow Avenue area, Kraft 
Avenue, Sussex and Hamilton Av-
enues, Parkway Road and Paxton Av-
enue and the pipes extending from the 
School fields to Scout Field.

Again, in the Public Works arena, 
our $6.8 million flood mitigation proj-
ect, primarily funded by a $5.2 mil-
lion Federal grant, has progressed into 
the design stage with the specialized 
engineers now on board.  The Village 
was also fortunate to recently receive 
another flood mitigation grant for the 
Garden Avenue parking lot.  French 
drains and plant islands will be added 
to improve drainage on what is now a 
100% impermeable surface.

In an effort to reduce what is truly 
sign pollution throughout the Village, 
staff members from the Police De-
partment, Public Works and Trustees 
are touring the Village in an effort to 
remove obsolete or unnecessary signs 
as well as replacing faded, broken or 

simply confusing signs.  If you take a 
moment the next time you are walking 
around the Village, you will notice the 
plethora of signage that has accumu-
lated over the years.

Our zoning/planning consultants 
will also be walking our two business 
districts during August to interview 
shoppers, merchants and landlords 
in order to understand the distinctive 
needs of the Village.

On the administrative front, our 
payroll and accounting programs are 
being upgraded as well as the Village 
website.  The focus of the website im-
provement includes a re-design of the 
parking section to provide better in-
formation including interactive maps 
as well as necessary technological up-
grades in preparation for accepting on-
line financial transactions.

In the Building Department, a 
document imaging program is under-
way with the goal of eventually elimi-
nating the need for the copious storage 
of oversized building plans and docu-
ments.

Since Village Hall is now the home 
of the Police, the Parking Enforcement 
office and the Village Court system 

as well as general administration, the 
security system is being upgraded to 
meet very different and necessary safety 
requirements.

The Police Department is also in 
the process of installing new and addi-
tional license plate readers on our patrol 
cars and even the Parking Enforcement 
vehicle.  The benefit of this device has 
been enormous and multi-fold.  Not 
only do they recognize unregistered or 
lapsed registered vehicles, the machine’s 
data has been used to apprehend crimi-
nals passing through the Village and 
the GPS coordinates are used as evi-
dence in criminal cases.

The Village government goes into 
overdrive during what are the most lei-
surely months for most residents as we 
initiate the most invasive projects.  Our 
logic being that the associated noise, 
traffic, detours and parking inconve-
niences should happen when the streets 
are the least crowded and fewer Villag-
ers are in residence to be subjected to 
the attendant disruption.   

We ask for your patience and 
support as we make all of the above 
pre-Labor Day improvements to our 
Village.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. Direct 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Construction and Improvement in the Village of Bronxville
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Peter Tripodi Condemns Monitor’s Findings of Segregation in Ossining, Croton
Asserts Legislator Borgia Predictably Fails to Defend Her Community
Peter Tripodi, candidate for County 
Legislator (District 9), in a press re-
lease issued Friday, August 2, 2013, 
challenged Westchester County Leg-
islator Catherine Borgia to join his 
condemnation of the Housing Moni-
tor’s determination “that Ossining and 
Croton-On-Hudson have exclusion-
ary zoning that segregates minorities. 
The Housing Monitor was appointed 
by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) to 
enforce the 2009 Housing Settlement”, 
noted Tripodi.

“HUD’s monitor drew a line in 
the sand. Now it’s time for Catherine 
Borgia to pick a side,” Tripodi said. “As 
Ossining Town Supervisor, Catherine 
Borgia voted to pass 6 major pieces of 
zoning legislation in the Town. Ac-
cording to the Housing Monitor, her 
own votes created this so-called ex-
clusionary zoning. Legislator Borgia 

should grow a backbone and condemn 
the monitor’s reports and determina-
tion. Unfortunately, we will not hear a 
peep from her”, continued Triodi.

Tripodi, as a Councilman for the 
Town of Ossining, condemned the 
Housing Monitor’s reports for its al-
leged “inaccuracies and false conclu-
sions”, joining a bi-partisan coalition of 
elected local officials throughout West-
chester County.

“First and foremost, the zoning 
codes in Ossining Town and Croton 
Village are NOT exclusionary. What 
we have here are pure bullying tactics 
from HUD and the monitor, nothing 
more.” Tripodi said. “If Catherine Bor-
gia fails to stand up for her constituents, 
we risk a federal dismantling of our lo-
cal zoning through a lawsuit from the 
county. As taxpayers, we will foot the 
bill on both sides of that trial,” he em-
phasized.

According to letters from HUD, 
Tripodi suggests Westchester County 
will have to sue Ossining and Croton 
to dismantle zoning if the communi-
ties do not voluntarily comply with the 
determination of exclusionary zoning.

In June, the “Report Cards” of 
HUD Housing Monitor James John-
son to 31 Westchester Communities, 
including Ossining, Croton, Cortlandt, 
and Briarcliff, were released to the pub-
lic as well as the response from each 

of these communities. Despite unani-
mous opposition to the Monitor’s con-
clusions, Catherine Borgia defended 
the Monitor, stating, “This is really just 
smart planning.”

“Catherine Borgia has skirted 
her responsibilities as a legislator since 
day one,” Tripodi advises. “When it 
was time to vote on a bi-partisan 0% 
increase County budget, she walked 
out. Now, with 2 communities in her 
district being accused of having ‘exclu-
sionary’ zoning she is once again ab-
sent. District 9 needs a legislator who 
will stand up for the voters against the 
bullying tactics of HUD, someone who 
will protect the rights of the commu-
nities in this district. We do not need 
a legislator who calls the monitor’s re-
ports ‘smart planning.’
Learn more at www.PeterTripodi.com

mailto:mayor@vobny.com
http://www.PeterTripodi.com


Page 17THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2013

YONKERS, NY – Congressman El-
iot Engel announced the awarding of 
a $509,506 Department of Homeland 
Security grant to the Yonkers Fire De-
partment that will allow the depart-
ment to upgrade its communications 
and safety equipment.

Rep. Engel said, “This grant en-
hances the ability of the YFD to bet-
ter protect the people of Yonkers in 
the event of fire or other emergency. 
The grant is from the Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) Program 
which strengthens our nation’s level of 

preparedness and ability to respond to 
fire and related hazards.

“Since 2001, the AFG has pro-
vided some $5.25 billion in grants to 
first-responders for emergency equip-
ment, personal protective equipment, 
firefighting and emergency vehicles, 
and training. During fiscal year 2012, 
the AFG will award another $337.5 
million to first-responder organizations 
to improve their capability to respond 
to fires and emergencies of all types.”

“We are appreciative of Congress-

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

FUNDING

Bramson’s Economic Development Questions Asked of Astorino Now Likewise Asked of Bramson by Former New Rochelle Mayor Paduano
By PEGGY GODFREY

1. When will the City 
of New Rochelle con-
duct and complete an 
expert analysis of the fi-
nancial and operational 

assumptions of the Echo Bay and new 
City Yard proposal?

New Rochelle hired experienced 
consultants to evaluate develop-
ment but it was only a short time ago. 
Bramson has been on the New Ro-
chelle City Council (NRCC) since 
1994. Now Bramson has spoken of 
“delays” with updating the develop-
ment of Playland but says nothing 
about the excessive number of delays 
on proposed construction in New Ro-
chelle. For example, the tax agreements 
to induce Target and Kohl’s to New 
Roc never materialized.  Le Count 
Square, a Cappelli Enterprises concept, 
is now in worse condition than before it 
was given l8 MOU’s (Memorandums 
of Understanding) and final approvals 
by a Democratic majority on the NRC 
Council. Escrow accounts did nothing 
to move these projects along to com-
pletion. The project is now stalled.

Former Mayor Len Paduano 
when asked this question about Echo 
Bay answered the first thing the city 
should do when it considers any de-
velopment is to develop a break-even 
chart which will clearly show when 
New Rochelle will make a profit on a 
project. This was always done when he 
was mayor. Present city projects going 
20-30 years with tax abatement (Note: 
Avalon and New Roc) should have 
broken down real expenses and real 

revenue over that time period. Present-
ly this is not done. Bramson never talks 
about the debt service required or what 
the taxpayers will be required to pay 
over the many years of the entirety of 
the debt service. Paduano said he never 
approved tax abatements when he was 
mayor. The only concessions made by 
the NR City Council at that time was 
for senior citizen housing, never for a 
developer.

2. By what date will Echo Bay and 
the new City Yard become financially 
self-sustaining and no longer depen-
dent upon assistance from the taxpay-
ers of New Rochelle?

The extensive hearings on the 
FEIS (Final Environmental Impact 
Statement) and previous reports on the 
Echo Bay proposal did nothing to allay 
taxpayer fears that Echo Bay and the 
new City Yard will become an albatross 
on the neck of the taxpayers for many 

years hence.
Former Mayor Len Paduano says 

this project will cost the city $40 million 
or more. Presently the debt service for 
city taxes is about $2 million per year. 
This will add another one million yearly 
to the debt service and could increase 
property taxes 4%. This project adds no 
value for the citizens of New Rochelle. 
Paduano asserts that the present City 
debt of $80 million and the prospect 
of added debt from the contemplated 
projects could impact the city’s financial 
rating and will have a good chance of 
lowering the Standard and Poors and 
Moodys ratings when the scrutinize 
the increased debt service. This will af-
fect interest rates on bonds. In contrast 
to the time when Paduano was mayor, 
these rating agencies complimented 
New Rochelle on reducing long-term 
debt service. 

When he was mayor the fund bal-

ance met the requirements to maintain 
city financial ratings. The present coun-
cil and Mayor Bramson keep raiding 
the fund balance to reduce tax increases. 
Paduano asked: When will these devel-
opers’ projects become an economic 
plus to the city? Right now we don’t 
have the answers to so many prob-
lems such as the cost of environmental 
cleanup of the old City Yard site, the 
actual cost of development at Echo Bay, 
and for the new City Yard. There will 
be all kinds of unanticipated problems. 
This could turn into a bottomless pit for 
the taxpayers of New Rochelle. 

The decline in assessments since 
1992 bears this out. Bramson cannot 
blame present fiscal constraint exclu-
sively over the present financial plight 
of the city and county. New Rochelle is 
not better off now than it was under the 
Republicans.  Statistics bear this out. 

3. What are the optimum num-
ber of visits to the Armory that will 
be achieved by the proposal for its re-
development and in what year will this 
number be achieved?

If the Armory is properly devel-
oped into a community facility, an 
inordinate number of citizens could 
be visiting the site, according to Pad-
uano; the opera company could be one 
mainstay using the facility. The Armory 
could be rented for such events as art 
and antique shows. With proper man-

agement the city could have perfor-
mances every week. Right now there 
is no place for art exhibits, antique 
shows and other entities. With proper 
management Paduano suggests New 
Rochelle could have live performances 
every week. “Right now we have no 
place for art exhibits such as stained 
glass exhibits that could make other 
communities envious.” Not only New 
Rochelle but also neighboring com-
munities would use this facility. Pad-
uano mentioned entertainment groups, 
shows, and music events with differ-
ent groups performing. These types of 
events were not problems when the 
beach clubs had them. Right now there 
is no place in New Rochelle licensed to 
have that type of name entertainment. 
In the history of New Rochelle, Glen 
Island was a mecca in the 30’s and 40’s. 
Bandleader Glen Miller got his start 
here. The Armory could generate a lot 
of money for the City if it is handled 
properly. People would love to come 
to the waterfront venue. In conclusion, 
Paduano believes we should not turn 
the Armory parking lot over to any 
developer. A part time manager could 
be hired for the Armory to produce 
a yearly calendar that could promote 
these activities. That way the Armory 
can be used year round. 
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

Engel Announces $509,506 Grant For 
Yonkers Fire Department

Continued on page 18



Page 18 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2013

Time for Westchester to Move Forward Together
CAT’S PERSPECTIVE

By CATHERINE BORGIA

Response from Legis-
lator Borgia to Hous-
ing Monitor Johnsons 
report on Westchester 
Zoning

Earlier this week, the HUD 
Housing Settlement Monitor James 
Johnson issued a report naming the 
Town of Ossining and the Village of 
Croton as two of seven Westchester 
municipalities that have exclusionary 
zoning practices. This conclusion, I be-
lieve, is mistaken.

As the Westchester County Leg-

islator representing both the Village 
of Croton and the Town of Ossining, 
where I also served as Town Supervisor 
for two terms, I am in a unique position 
to respond to this report, which even 
Mr. Johnson himself acknowledges is 
“preliminary”.

Both Ossining and Croton are 
welcoming of ethnic, economic and 
cultural diversity and have made sig-
nificant efforts to create housing op-
portunities that reflect this spirit. Both 
have long-standing community part-
ners that foster the development of 
affordable housing which encourages 
the community vitality that comes with 

diversity. Both municipalities adopted 
affordable housing ordinances long 
before Westchester County made the 
housing settlement with HUD, be-
cause there is a broad community un-
derstanding that creating safe housing 
for residents at every economic level 
contributes to a community’s well-be-
ing and quality of life.

Although I disagree with many of 
the report’s conclusions, I believe that 
it does provide an opportunity to have 
further conversations with Mr. Johnson 
and his team that will provide a deeper 
and richer understanding of our com-
munities to HUD. These conversations 

will also help our communities consider 
serious, long-term planning needs to 
meet the housing requirements of our 
future.

We are fortunate to have capable, 
hard-working strategic thinkers like 
Croton Mayor Leo Weigman and 
Ossining Supervisor Sue Donnelly as 
leaders. Both municipalities have ex-
pressed willingness to work with Mr. 
Johnson and his team to provide ad-
ditional community information that 
will give Mr. Johnson a richer and 
deeper view of the Village of Croton 
and Town of Ossining and the circum-
stances behind community planning 

decisions the communities have made. 
The County Board of Legislators will 
also take an active role in the discus-
sions, through the Government Op-
erations committee, which I chair.

I look forward to working collab-
oratively with all stakeholders to lead to 
a better understanding of present cir-
cumstances and more collaborative and 
creative ways to meet the needs of our 
shared future. It is by working together 
that we uncover the best way forward.
Westchester County Board Legislator 
Catherine Borgia represents District 9, 
comprised of the residents who live in 
Briarcliff Manor, Cortlandt, Croton-on-
Hudson, Ossining, and Peekskill. Direct 
email to Catherine.borgia@verizon.net, or 
call 914-262-8873.

By NANCY KING

As the race for West-
chester County Ex-
ecutive winds its way 
toward November, 
daily press releases and 

video clips with regard to Rob Asto-
rino’s and Noam Bramson’s  growing 
lists of endorsements continue to roll 
in.  Endorsement of a candidate, is 
sort of like comparing who has more 
baseball cards on an elementary school 
playground.  As we lazily depart July 
and enter into the dog days of August, 
Bramson the Democratic candidate 
for Westchester County Executive 
and incumbent Republican Rob As-
torino are racking up those endorse-
ments like notches on their respective 
belts.  Seeking out and garnering 
those endorsements can mean a huge 

jackpot for candidates seeking office.  
Most of those endorsements are made 
with a hefty check to the candidate’s 
war chest, and secondly, they hope that 
those endorsements will bring them 
the votes they need to cross the finish 
line in first place on Election Day.

At this point in the race, Rob As-
torino has gained  endorsements from 
Democrats for Astorino, Local 60 La-
borer’s Union, Westchester Hispanic 
Law Enforcement and New Yorkers 
for Growth.  While a small list for the 
time being, it is however an important 
one.  Democrats for Astorino made 
their endorsement announcement in 
Mount Vernon, a heavily Democratic 
city, with a large African American 
population and is Astorino’s home-
town. This was a carefully planned and 
strategically orchestrated important 
endorsement. The Westchester His-

panic Law Enforcement Association 
was also one of those strategic en-
dorsements. For a “white” Republican, 
being down with the African Ameri-
can and Latino groups, shows that 
you can transcend racial borders and 
serve all.  New Yorkers for Growth, a 
conservative political action commit-
tee (PAC) that former gubernatorial 
candidate John Faso helped form is 
another kind of endorsement that a 
candidate loves the most; the one that 
comes with money and the potential 
of more big donors down the road. The 
members of New Yorkers for Growth 
all have some pretty deep pockets and 
their friends and associates do as well.  
Getting that endorsement is a finan-
cial win for a candidate.

Democrat Bramson is also ac-
quiring a fair amount of endorse-
ments.  Early on in his campaign, 
he was receiving individual endorse-
ments from some already elected, 
well-known Democrats including his 

mentor, Congresswoman Nita Low-
ey.  However in the past few weeks, 
Bramson has been picking up speed 
in the endorsement race.  Already 
backed by the Westchester Indepen-
dence Party, he has also received the 
endorsement of the Working Families 
Party.  Planned Parenthood has also 
come out in support of his candidacy.  
He gained support by both the Scars-
dale and Mount Vernon Democratic 
Committees.  Bramson’s biggest en-
dorsement has come from CSEA 
Local 860, which has approximately 
11,000 members.   

While CSEA has their own 
PAC and can certainly toss cash in 
the direction of this campaign, their 
endorsement, and especially that of 
Unit 9200, sends a subliminal mes-
sage of “no confidence” in County 
Executive Rob Astorino, directly to 
the incumbent Astorino by endorsing 
Bramson, Astorino’s challengers.  Unit 
9200 judged Astorino by his laying off 

hundreds of people in what the As-
torino Administration described as a 
cost saving measure, while at the same 
time hiring nearly as many of his own 
hand-picked individuals, members of 
the “friends and family network”.  Unit 
9200 has also been unable to settle a 
contract with the Astorino Admin-
istration with one of major sticking 
point being employee contributions 
to health benefits. The administration 
wants employees to contribute up to 
20% for their health benefits.  Union 
leaders claim that the percentage is too 
high.  Mayor Bramson, in a carefully 
worded comment said that he would 
look forward to working with the 
union through collective bargaining if 
/ when.  

In the meantime, expect more and 
more special interest groups to make 
their endorsements with the hope of a 
political payoff in January 2014.  
Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

The Great Endorsement Race

man Engel for securing this valuable 
grant for our Yonkers Fire Depart-
ment,” said Yonkers Mayor Mike 
Spano. “These funds will increase our 
firefighter communications, safety and 
accountability while in the line of duty. 
Safer firefighters provide for a safer 
Yonkers.”

Fire Commissioner Robert Swee-
ney said, “I want to thank Congress-
man Engel for all his support and 
efforts is helping the Yonkers Fire 
Department obtain this much needed 

Assistance to Firefighter’s Grant. This 
will allow the YFD to purchase im-
proved communications equipment, 
with the latest Firefighter account-
ability software incorporated into it, 
thereby improving not only Firefighter 
communications but Firefighter safety 
as well.”

Barry McGoey, president of Yon-
kers Fire Local 628, said, “The Yonkers 
Firefighters of IAFF Local 628 are ex-
tremely grateful to Congressman Eliot 
Engel for helping to secure $509,506 
in Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

funding for the Yonkers Fire Depart-
ment. This much needed funding will 
be used to ensure the safety of the 
Yonkers Firefighters and the citizens 
they protect. Congressman Engel has 
been a long-time champion of fed-
eral funding for firefighters and public 
safety and his fight to maintain federal 
funding of programs such as the AFG 
has resulted in Yonkers receiving mil-
lions of dollars in direct federal assis-
tance over the past several years. Thank 
you AGAIN Congressman Engel for 
fighting for Yonkers and the Yonkers 

Fire Department.”
The purpose of the AFG is to 

award grants directly to fire depart-
ments and Emergency Medical Ser-

vices organizations (EMS) that are 
unaffiliated with a hospital to enhance 
their ability to protect the health and 
safety of the public, as well as that of 
first-responder personnel. Using a 
competitive process that is overseen 
by fire service subject matter experts, 
grants are awarded to applicants 
whose requests best address the priori-
ties of the AFG Program.

I.A.F.F. Local 626 President 
Barry McGoey was thankful of 
Congressman Engel his support and 
“continued effort assisting the YFD 
in maintaining its effectiveness with 
pertinent grant funding”.

FUNDING

Engel Announces $509,506 Grant For Yonkers Fire Department
Continued from page 17
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CAMPAIGN TRAIL

Somers Supervisor Mary Beth Murphy 
Declares for Westchester County Clerk

By RICH MONETTI

While the Coun-
ty Clerk of West-
chester oversees 
pertinent docu-
ments in relation 

to the maintenance of court 
records, land and real estate 
holdings, deeds, mortgages and 
the issuance of licenses and 
permits, that doesn’t make the 
office a keeper of secrets. On 
the other hand, discretion, pri-
vacy and public safety are para-
mount to the role the County 
Clerk plays for Westchester 
residents. That said, the release 
of all the names and addresses 
of legal gun owners by County 

Clerk Tim Idoni in the after-
math of the Newtown, Con-
necticut,  shooting signified an 
“egregious error in judgment,” 
asserts Somers Supervisor 
Mary Beth Murphy, one of 
the issues that has moved her 
to declare for the seat in this 
November’s election.

“The Freedom of Informa-
tion Law does provide for very 
clear exceptions for safety and 
invasion of privacy, and from 
my observation, there wasn’t 
even a thought given to that,” 
advised Murphy.

In turn, this non-partisan 

interpretation is generally the 
way she sees the office. “Dem-
ocrat or Republican, the re-
sponsibilities are to The People 
that you represent, and it re-
ally shouldn’t come into your 
decision making process,” she 
declared.

Still, Murphy likes the idea 
of being a right hand woman 
to Rob Astorino’s record and 
top priority. “I think the Coun-
ty Executive needs allies as 
he has demonstrably lowered 
taxes,” she says.

Her record in Somers 
more than implies the same in 
recording the lowest tax rate in 
all of Westchester County. “I 
am proud to be able to main-

tain that stature, and I would 
certainly look to implement 
some of those things that we’ve 
done here,” she says.

That includes upping en-
ergy efficiency, sharing services 
across municipalities, cross 
training between departments 
and technology upgrades and 
innovation, but she brings 
more than just the straight 
bureaucratic experience of 
her opponent. “If you’ve done 
nothing but government work 
all your life, you don’t always 
fully understand and compre-
hend how private business and 
firms operate,” says Murphy.

Furthermore, as an attor-
ney, she believes her knowl-
edge of the legal system would 
be invaluable as the office sits 
above the county courthouse. 
With all the legal triggers in 
place, she says, “I understand 
the importance of getting 
judgments filed in a timely 
fashion.”

15 years of in depth 
knowledge of how local gov-
ernment operates rounds out 
her resume. “I understand how 
the county clerk office can or 
should interact with local as-
sessors’ offices,” she said.

But in the building, she 
would head up approximately 
80 employees, which is well 
within her range. “I manage 
that and more here,” she says.

As for leaving behind the 
comfort zone long established 
as town supervisor, Murphy 
isn’t worried about coming in 
cold to a new experience.  “I’m 
always up for a new challenge. 
I enjoy that so I’m looking 
forward to immerse myself in 
the county clerk’s office,” she 
noted.

Otherwise,  Murphy be-
lieves a new position for her 
won’t leave Somers in the 
lurch. “I think that right now 
I don’t have a big overriding 
project, or in the day to day 
responsibilities of running the 
town that would cause a new 
supervisor a big lift to get up to 
speed,” she advised.

Murphy is also looking at 
what she leaves historically in 
her wake. “I feel that women in 
politics that have an opportu-
nity to advance should always 
take that opportunity because 
it makes it easier for the person 
coming behind us,” she says.

As for Somers, she plans 
to remain civically active, and if 
White Plains is the address of 
her new day job, she’ll continue 
as she is affectionately known 
around town. “I will still be 
Mary Beth,” she concludes.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance 
writer since 2003 and lives in 
Westchester.

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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PERSPECTIVES

The Problem with the GOP is …
By JOHN JAMES 
KIRKWOOD

“The establishment of 
this party is authoring 
its demise. You talk about 
Pelosi and Reid and 

Schumer and all these other Democrats 
-- Bob Menendez, the Democrat sena-
tor from New Jersey -- all warning us 
that if we don’t do this on immigration, 
we’re never gonna win the White House. 
As though they are interested in us win-
ning the White House? I mean, the idea 
that the Democrats are advising us to do 
things to help us, which means that they 
would lose? I just don’t buy it. I’m sorry. 
I don’t think the Democrats ever want us 
to win the White House ever again.” – 
Rush Limbaugh, July 1, 2013

And of course, RUSH IS 
RIGHT! If you aren’t thoroughly 

frustrated with the Republican lead-
ership and the fact that freedom 
lovers don’t have a legitimate opposi-
tion party at the most crucial time in 
American history, then you don’t bleed 
red, white and blue. The party that 
isn’t a “Party” is the sole voice of op-
position; but it would be nice if some 
of our elected representatives started 
listening to the tea-party and not the 
“consultants” at the cocktail party. “Put 
that Cosmo down! You call yourself a 
Republican, you son of a b*tch?”

The voice of freedom in America 
resounds from pundits like Limbaugh 
and Levin and from former politicians 
like Sarah Palin and Colonel Allen 
West. Websites like ClashDaily and 
Townhall act as a modern day Feder-
alist Papers.

The few true Republicans in the 
senate, like Ted Cruz and “Grand” 

Paul, are constantly ridiculed by the 
party establishment and those patri-
ots that reside in the house are barely 
noticeable – frozen out by a complicit 
press corps. We few, we happy few! 
The leadership of the party seems to 
be mesmerized by the siren call of 
perpetual losers who themselves are 
sleeping with the enemy.

A caller to Rush’s show on 
Wednesday really impressed the Dr. of 
Democracy with his clear analysis of 
our sorry predicament.

RUSH: Here’s Brad in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. It’s great to have you on 
the EIB Network. Hi.

CALLER: Mega dittos, Mr. Lim-
baugh. A pleasure to speak to you. I told 
your call screener there that I am an 
attorney. I teach law. I’m a former 
public official and a Republican, and 
I advise my clients and my students, 

“You can’t take legal advice from the 
people across the table. They’re going 
to give advice, obviously, that is in 
favor of their position.”

RUSH: Exactly.
CALLER: That sounds so obvious, 

why even say that, right? Well, it’s not. A 
lot of people don’t seem to get it, and a lot 
of politicians don’t seem to get that. Why is 
it that Republicans are always apologiz-
ing because of your … what the Demo-
crats are saying?”

Rush went on to explain the 
mind boggling truth, that Republicans 
act that way out of fear. Fear that the 
“Independents” will abandon them if 
they act the part of men and actually 
confront the enemy –

“The Republicans actually now 
target their campaigns for 20% of the 
electorate, and who are they, the 20%? 
They’re said to be non-ideological, “So 
don’t approach them with fire and 
brimstone,” and then the trick was 
completed when the media and the 
Democrats spread the notion that the 
independents don’t like ‘partisanship.’”

Vladimir Lenin reportedly 
quipped to one of his confidants, “We 
will hang the capitalists with the rope 
that they sell us!” The quote may be 
apocryphal but it rings true, never-
theless. Is it too much to ask that our 
Republican representatives start plan-
ning, acting and speaking more like 
statesmen that our founders would 
admire and less like “useful idiots” that 
our foes desire?

So out of frustration, I queried 
some friends on how one can accu-
rately illustrate the suicidal tenden-
cies of a once Grand Old Party - the 
results follow. And if we left anything 
out, chime in with your wit and wis-
dom in the comments section below.

Asking liberal Democrats to de-
tail “What’s wrong with the Republi-
can Party?” and “How do we make it 
right?” is like asking:
•	 Lucy	to	hold	the	football!
•	 Wolverine	for	a	massage!
•	 Sweeney	Todd	for	a	haircut!
•	 John	Gacy	for	a	lift!
•	 Hannibal	Lecter	for	dinner!
•	 Thelma	and	Louise	to	drive!
•	 Asking	Paul	Begala	to	direct	our	

steps is like asking:
•	 Richard	 Dawkins	 to	 open	 in	

prayer!
•	 Ho	 Chi	 Minh	 to	 sing	 the	

National Anthem!
•	 Charlie	 Sheen	 to	 speak	 at	

commencement! Duh, Winning!
•	 Kim	 Kardashian	 to	 a	 Vugo	

ceremony!
•	 Chris	Christie	to	be	your	personal	

trainer!
•	 Jerry	 Sandusky	 to	 lead	 a	 Boy	

Scout troop!
Basing our future on the integrity 

of Chuck Schumer is like asking:
•	 Bill	Clinton	for	a	cigar!
•	 Gollum	to	hold	your	ring!
•	 Michael	 Jackson	 to	 hold	 your	

baby!
•	 OJ	Simpson	to	keynote	a	marriage	

seminar!
•	 Sheila	 Jackson	 Lee	 to	 head	

Homeland Security!
•	 Rob	Bell	to	write	the	forward	for	

Dante’s Inferno!
Expecting results from the “good 

will” of liberals is like asking:
•	 A	 Saudi	 woman	 for	 her	 driver’s	

license!
•	 Planned	 Parenthood	 for	 a	

mammogram!
•	 Greg	 “Gaylord”	 Focker	 to	 ‘say	

grace’! BOOM!
•	 Pat	Robertson	for	marital	advice!
•	 Mayor	Bloomberg	to	pass	the	salt!
•	 Mr.	 Pink	 to	 tip!	 (Well,	 in	 all	

fairness, Mr. Pink did chip in a 
buck.)

•	 Expecting	victory	to	rise	from	the	
advice of a sworn enemy is like 
asking:

•	 Snooki	to	do	your	algebra!
•	 Cruella	Deville	to	dog-sit!
•	 Hillary	to	secure	an	Embassy!
•	 Huma,	 how	 she	 keeps	 her	man	

interested!
•	 The	Great	Santini	to	go	‘one	on	

one’!
•	 Bernie	Madoff	to	invest	your	life	

savings!
•	 The	 scorpion	 if	 he	 wants	 a	

piggyback ride!
And finally, asking liberal Demo-

crats to detail “What’s wrong with 
the Republican Party” and “How we 
make it right” is like asking … John 
McCain!
John Kirkwood is a son of Issachar. He 
is a Zionist, gun-toting, cigar-smoking, 
incandescent light bulb-using, 3.2 gallon 
flushing, fur-wearing, Chinese (MSG) 
eating, bow-hunting, SUV driving, 
unhyphenated American man who loves 
his wife, isn’t ashamed of his country 
and does not apologize for his Christian-
ity. He Pastors Grace Gospel Fellowship 
Bensenville, where “we the people” seek 
to honor “In God we Trust.” He hosts the 
Christian wake up call IN THE ARE-
NA every Sunday at noon on AM 1160 
and he co-hosts UnCommon Sense, the 
Christian Worldview with a double shot 
of espresso on UncommonShow.com. He 
is the proud homeschooling dad of Kon-
nor, Karter and Payton and the “blessed 
from heaven above” husband of the Righ-
teous and Rowdy Wendymae. Twitter: @
uncommonshow

http://uncommonshow.com/
mailto:@uncommonshow
mailto:@uncommonshow
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By BOB 
MARRONE

The title above 
is, of course, 
ironic and not to 
be taken literally.  

It does, however, hint of my dis-
may at the increasing selfishness 
and winner take all culture that 
has taken over this great land 
of ours.  Last week, I defended, 
of all people, Alex Rodriquez, a 
baseball player I don’t even like, 
for only being like the rest of us.  
I held my nose and typed away.  
But just when I thought it was 
safe to write about New Ro-
chelle’s Echo Bay drama or the 
emerging race for county execu-
tive between Noam Bramson 
and Rob Astorino, a story comes 
across my desk that makes me 
want to wear a hermitically 
sealed space suit.  No, not the 
Anthony Wiener story.  While 
insipid and scandalous, Wiener 
is being reduced to a harmless, 
well, wiener.  This new story is 
about aluminum.  I dare say that 
had the names been changed,  
it would read like an organized 
crime boiler-room scam.

This is a story about cans.  
No not those; look up Wiener 
for those kinds of cans. I am 
talking about aluminum cans 
and the cost of goods made 
from the ubiquitous metal alloy. 
This piece is brought to you by 
none other than your favorite fi-
nancial services giant Goldman 
Sachs.

David Kocieniewski, of 
The New York Times, wrote that, 
as the result of the banks ma-
nipulation of aluminum com-
modities by Goldman Sachs, 
Americans have paid $5 billion 
extra over the past three years 
for products like canned soda.  
“A Times investigation found 
that a firm subsidiary has added 
millions to Goldman’s coffers 
by slowing down aluminum 
deliveries, driving up rent costs 
at Goldman-owned aluminum 
warehouses, and inflating the 
metal’s price for manufacturing 
and, eventually, consumers, “ said 

Kocieniewski.  Hymen Roth 
would be proud.

In some ways this story is 
not that all shocking; which is 
the sad part.  We are still recov-
ering from the mortgage scandal 
where so many things were done 
wrong it was hard to blame any 
one thing.  Bank operatives were 
paid handsome fee for granting 
loans to people they knew could 
never pay them back.  In turn, 
they did not have to worry about 
collecting the payments anyway, 
because they were paid again 
to pass the debt off to other fi-
nancial service firms who took 
all of the debt and broke it into 
individual bonds to sell to you, 
me, and other institutions.  This 
way, if the mortgages were not 
paid, the banks did not have to 
bear the burden; you or the other 
buyers did.  John Gotti could 
only dream of such a scam.  It 
gets better.  If you as an inves-
tor, realizing that these might be 
risky investments, wanted insur-
ance to hedge your bet, firms 
like AIG sold those, too.  In 
fact you could even trade them 
separately.  Oh, one more thing:  
AIG, for one, did not set aside 
enough capital to pay on those 
policies (they were called credit 
default swaps).  I saw an ad the 
other day for AIG life insurance.  
One wonders.

One wonders because the 
Republican led senate has wa-
tered down the Dodd/Frank bill 
so much that derivative transac-
tions (see the last paragraph) can 
still be kept secret.  One wonders 
how Halliburton, as it did last 
week, can plead guilty to a crime 
and pay cash, allowing that no 
one goes to jail.  One wonders 
because there is no sign that 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) is any more 
ready to enforce the laws than it 
was when it ignored so many re-
peatedly; easy proof that Bernie 
Madoff was a fraud.  Allow me 
to share how easy it would have 
been.  One of the complaints al-
leged to the SEC about Madoff 
was that he was faking his trades.  
Most trades are executed on 

exchanges and settled though 
clearing organizations such as 
the Depository Trust Company, 
now the DTCC.  All they had 
to do was check some of his 
trades with them, make a phone 
call, or send a fax over.  The SEC 
never did.  If you knew how easy 
it is to do you would be enraged.

Okay, some of this is old 
news. But the wolf is still at 
the front door.  Their sheep’s 
clothing is woven from law-
yers whose job it is to find legal 
ways to separate you from your 
money; sales people who are en-
couraged to push what does not 
sell in order to get risk off their 
books; and compensation pack-
ages that encourage individuals 
to find any means necessary to 
make a big trade, even if the long 
term health of their company, 
or the public good, is compro-
mised.  It is the American way.

There are lots of good 
people in corporate America, 
but they are overwhelmed by a 
culture that looks at niceness as 
weakness and principle as anti-
business.  Make money, get paid 
and go home.  It has reached the 
point where it is accepted to the 
degree that the lines between 
right and wrong have blurred.

So the next time your 
friendly bookmaker gives you 
a line on the Mets or Yankees, 
try and remember that he too 
wants to make money, get paid, 
and go home.  When your 
friendly neighbor says he has a 
plasma TV for $200 that fell off 
a truck, he just wants to make 
money, get paid and go home.  
The organized crime people I 
knew called themselves Cosa 
Nostra, which in English means 
”our thing.” They had long ago 
accepted, rightly or wrongly, that 
it is ever man, or family, for him-
self. I have always hoped that 
they were wrong.  One wonders.

If things don’t change soon, 
it is going to be very hard to fig-
ure out who the crooks are.
Bob Marrone is an author and 
freelance writer.

OPINION WRITER

I Might as Well Have Joined the Mob

OP-EDSection



Page 22 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2013

By BOB WEIR

I don’t know how 
many people still en-
joy flying, but I’m one 
of those who dread 
every moment of the 

experience. I’m not referring to the 
traditional trepidation some people 
have about soaring through the air 
at 30,000 feet; I’m talking about the 
drill we must submit to before we 
ever get into our seats. The thought 
of standing there with my shoes in 
one hand, my “papers” in the other, 
as I push my carry-on luggage along 
the belt toward the scanner, gives me 
with a feeling of captivity. When I 
enter the body-scanner and hold my 
hands above my head as the rota-
tion device emits its rays through to 
my bones, I shudder at the thought 
of how much damage the radiation 
might be doing. Then, having passed 
the first few tests, I must submit to 
a frisk before having my small suit-
case opened and checked for possible 

substances that might bring down 
the aircraft. That means shampoos, 
creams and colognes that measure 
more than a few ounces. 

Such “explosive” articles are 
swiftly taken away by security per-
sonnel and presumably sent to a gov-
ernment laboratory for analysis. Or, if 
I may be so bold, taken home for per-
sonal use by those who will never have 
to buy a cosmetic again in the course 
of their lives. Not only are we forced 
to endure all this undignified scrutiny, 
we are often exposed to some of the 
most unsavory attitudes by those who 
resemble prison guards at a Georgia 
chain gang. Passengers complain of 
being rudely ordered to “move along,” 
or, yelled at for objecting to some 
rather “intimate” inquisitions into 
their underwear. Sometimes, it ap-
pears they’re purposely prodding you 
in order to elicit an utterance that will 
provide an excuse for the warden to 
administer corporal punishment. By 
the time you pass through the mad-
dening gauntlet and get your feet 
back into your shoes, you’re in need 
of a calming libation before heading 
toward the next trial. 

Walking along with your valise-
on-wheels, you scan the electronic 
departure boards to see if your flight 
has been delayed, rescheduled or can-
celled. That will determine how much 
liquid refreshment is required before 
the next aggravation ensues. You 
can’t really be certain that you’ll get 
to your destination until you’re safely 
strapped in your seat and the silver-
colored missile has left the terra fir-
ma. Before that happens, you hope to 
have space for your compactly stuffed 
bag in the overhead compartment. 
Here’s where the passengers get a 
bad conduct report! How often have 
you arrived at your seat number and 
noticed that the space above it was 
already crammed with luggage from 
people sitting in other sections? That 
forces you to find another cubbyhole, 
or shove it under your seat. When 
you finally get into the straitjacket, 
AKA your seat in coach, the scratchy 
voice over the intercom squawks 
more about the rules of flying. 

Speaking of delays, my wife and 
I had one of those exasperating oc-
currences last year during a trip back 
to DFW Airport, from Islip Airport 

on Long Island. Since there are no 
longer any direct flights, we were 
supposed to make a connection in 
Philadelphia. That would have been 
possible if our flight wasn’t delayed 
for an incredible six hours! Instead, 
we found ourselves in the “City of 
brotherly love” at close to midnight, 
and there was no love to be found. In-
stead, there was what looked like an 
enclosed city under siege, as people 
were scurrying frenetically, remind-
ing me of a scene from “War of the 
worlds.” When I asked a uniformed 
woman, who was sitting next a screen 
at her desk, where we could get the 
next flight to DFW, she continued 
playing with her cell phone, without 
looking up. I repeated my question, to 
her obvious annoyance, and, still not 
deigning to raise her head, replied 
that there were no more flights to 
DFW that night. Composing myself 
with the utmost amount of restraint, 
I asked where we could get info about 
lodging. The cud-chewing employee, 
still concentrating on texting, raised 
her left arm lazily and pointed toward 
the far end of the terminal. My wife’s 
diplomacy, and my fear of being ar-
rested, kept me from going ballistic 
during the encounter with the beefy 
baboon. 

When I called on the misnamed 
“courtesy phone” I was told to call a 
cab and find a hotel for the evening, 
as though that hadn’t already occurred 
to me. Following that, was a dizzying 
cab ride through the airport before 
realizing that the guy was ratcheting 
up the fare on a couple of out-or-
towners. I told him to pull over to the 
next hotel, giving him the sum on the 
meter, sans a tip. The next morning, 
the ordeal began again. I’m just glad 
that I’m old enough to remember 
the good old days, when you could 
have a pleasant trip with courteous 
attendants, without being groped, 
badgered and treated with contempt 
by those whose salaries you’re paying.  
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten 
of which were performed in plainclothes 
undercover assignments. Bob began a 
writing career about 12 years ago and 
had his first book published in 1999. Bob 
went on to write and publish a total 
of seven novels, “Murder in Black and 
White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers that 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” and 
“Out of Sight.” He also became a syn-
dicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human.”

L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY authority filed with NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ 
filed 4/5/13. NY off. Loc. in Westchester 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chap-
paqua, NY 10514. NJ address of LLC: 400 
Interpace Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ 
07054. Arts of org. on file with NJ Sec-
retary of State P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 
08625. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, NY 10455. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yonkers, 
NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 
248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY au-
thority filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/6/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. 
NY off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 517RG LLC  Robert 
A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY 
10514. NJ address of LLC: 24 Westmin-
ster DR Montville, NJ 07045. Arts of org. 
on file with NJ Secretary of State P.O. 
Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. 

GO GLAM LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/17/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 78 Robertson Ave White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

THE LANGUAGE PARLOR, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/27/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
C/O United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. Registered 
Agent United States Corporation Agents, 

Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228.

TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
142 Lincoln Ave Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 
10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC PO Box 359 New Rochelle, NY 
11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NEMO’S VENTURE I LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 317 Cantitoe St Bedford Hills, 
NY 10507. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
Registered Agent Robert Nemeth 317 
Cantitoe St Bedford Hills, NY 10507.

LE G A L  A D S

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. Entrance. 
Call 914.613.7487

Spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M) 
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8 
Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

Fear of Flying
 WEIR ONLY HUMAN

http://www.rat-dog.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.7166666667,-74.0&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.7166666667,-74.0%20(New%20York%20City)&t=h
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        

mailto:germainfs@aol.com
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