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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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By DAVID P. GOLDMAN
The giant sucking sound you 
here, I said on August 15 on 
CNBC’s The Kudlow Report, 
is the implosion of America’s 
influence in the Middle East. 

Vladimir Putin’s August 17 offer of Russian 
military assistance to the Egyptian army after 
US President Barack Obama cancelled joint 
exercises with the Egyptians denotes a post-
Cold-War low point in America’s standing. 
Along with Russia, Saudi Arabia and China 
are collaborating to contain the damage left by 
American blundering. They have been doing 
this quietly for more than a year.

The pipe-dream has popped of Egyptian 
democracy led by a Muslim Brotherhood 
weaned from its wicked past, but official 
Washington has not woken up. Egypt was 
on the verge of starvation when the military 
pushed out Mohammed Morsi. Most of the 
Egyptian poor had been living on nothing 
but state-subsidized bread for months, and 
even bread supplies were at risk. The military 
brought in US$12 billion of aid from the Gulf 
States, enough to avert a humanitarian catas-
trophe. That’s the reality. It’s the one thing that 
Russia, Saudi Arabia and Israel agree about.

America’s whimsical attitude towards 
Egypt is not a blunder but rather a cata-
strophic institutional failure. President Obama 
has surrounded himself with a camarilla, with 
Susan Rice as National Security Advisor, 
flanked by Valerie Jarrett, the Iranian-born 
public housing millionaire. Compared to 
Obama’s team, Zbigniew Brzezinski was an 
intellectual colossus at Jimmy Carter’s NSC. 
These are amateurs, and it is anyone’s guess 
what they will do from one day to the next.

By default, Republican policy is defined 
by Senator John McCain, whom the head of 
Egypt’s ruling National Salvation Party dis-
missed as a “senile old man” after the senator’s 
last visit to Cairo. McCain’s belief in Egyptian 
democracy is echoed by a few high-profile 
Republican pundits, for example, Reuel Marc 
Gerecht, Robert Kagan, and Max Boot. Most 
of the Republican foreign policy community 
disagrees, by my informal poll. Former defense 
secretary Donald Rumsfeld blasted Obama 
for undermining the Egyptian military’s 
ability to keep order, but his statement went 
unreported by major media.

It doesn’t matter what the Republican 
experts think. Few elected Republicans will 
challenge McCain, because the voters are 
sick of hearing about Egypt and don’t trust 
Republicans after the debacles in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Neither party has an institutional capacity 
for intelligent deliberation about American 
interests. Among the veterans of the Reagan 

and Bush administrations, there are many who 
understand clearly what is afoot in the world, 
but the Republican Party is incapable of acting 
on their advice. That is why the institutional 
failure is so profound. Republican legislators 
live in terror of a primary challenge from iso-
lationists like Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), and 
will defer to the Quixotesque McCain.

Other regional and world powers will do 
their best to contain the mess.

Russia and Saudi Arabia might be 
the unlikeliest of partners, but they have a 
profound common interest in containing 
jihadist radicalism in general and the Muslim 
Brotherhood in particular. Both countries 
backed Egypt’s military unequivocally. Russia 
Today reported August 7 that “Saudi Arabia 
has reportedly offered to buy arms worth up 
to $15 billion from Russia, and provided a raft 
of economic and political concessions to the 
Kremlin - all in a bid to weaken Moscow’s 
endorsement of Syrian President Bashar 
Assad.”

No such thing will happen, to be sure. 
But the Russians and Saudis probably will 
collaborate to prune the Syrian opposition of 
fanatics who threaten the Saudi regime as well 
as Russian security interests in the Caucasus. 
Chechnyan fighters - along with jihadists 
from around the world - are active in Syria, 
which has become a petri dish for Islamic 
radicalism on par with Afghanistan during 
the 1970s.

The Saudis, meanwhile, have installed 
Chinese missiles aimed at Iran. There are 
unverifiable reports that Saudi Arabia already 
has deployed nuclear weapons sourced from 
Pakistan. The veracity of the reports is of 
small relevance; if the Saudis do not have 
such weapons now, they will acquire them if 
and when Iran succeeds in building nuclear 
weapons. What seems clear is that Riyadh is 
relying not on Washington but on Beijing for 
the capacity to deliver nuclear weapons. China 
has a profound interest in Saudi security. It 
is the largest importer of Saudi oil. America 
might wean itself of dependence on imported 
oil some time during the next decade, but 
China will need the Persian Gulf for the 
indefinite future.

A Russian-Chinese-Saudi condomin-
ium of interests has been in preparation for 
more than a year. On July 30, 2012, I wrote 
(for the Gatestone Institute):

The fact is that the Muslim Brotherhood 
and its various offshoots represent a threat to 
everyone in the region:

The Saudi monarchy fears that the 
Brotherhood will overthrow it (not an idle 
threat, since the Brotherhood doesn’t look like a 
bad choice for Saudis who aren’t one of the few 
thousand beneficiaries of the royal family’s largesse;

The Russians fear that Islamic radical-
ism will get out of control in the Caucasus 
and perhaps elsewhere as Russia evolves into 
a Muslim-majority country;

The Chinese fear the Uyghurs, a Turkic 
Muslim people who comprise half the popu-
lation of China’s western Xinjiang province.

But the Obama administration (and 
establishment Republicans like John McCain) 
insist that America must support democrati-
cally elected Islamist governments. That is 
deeply misguided. The Muslim Brotherhood 
is about as democratic as the Nazi Party, 
which also won a plebiscite confirming Adolf 
Hitler as leader of Germany. Tribal countries 
with high illiteracy rates are not a benchmark 
for democratic decision-making... As long 
as the United States declares its support for 
the humbug of Muslim democracy in Egypt 
and Syria, the rest of the world will treat us as 
hapless lunatics and go about the business of 
securing their own interests without us.

The Turks, to be sure, will complain 
about the fate of their friends in the Muslim 
Brotherhood, but there is little they can do. 
The Saudis finance most of their enormous 
current account deficit, and the Russians 
provide most of their energy.

Apart from the Egyptian events, 
American analysts have misread the world 
picture thoroughly.

On the American right, the consensus 
view for years held that Russia would implode 
economically and demographically. Russia’s 
total fertility rate, though, has risen from a 
calamitously low point of less than 1.2 live 
births per female in 1990 to about 1.7 in 2012, 
midway between Europe’s 1.5 and America’s 
1.9. There is insufficient evidence to evaluate 
the trend, but it suggests that it is misguided 
to write Russia off for the time being. Not 
long ago, I heard the Russian chess champion 
and democracy advocate Gary Kasparov tell 
a Republican audience that Russia would go 
bankrupt if oil fell below $80 a barrel - an 
arithmetically nonsensical argument, but one 
the audience wanted to hear. Like it or not, 
Russia won’t go away.

American analysts view Russia’s problems 
with Muslims in the Caucasus with a degree 
of Schadenfreude (Definition: From Old High 
German - satisfaction derived from troubles of 
others). During the 1980s the Reagan admin-
istration supported jihadists in Afghanistan 
against the Russians because the Soviet Union 
was the greater evil. Today’s Russia is no friend 
of the United States, to be sure, but Islamist 
terrorism is today’s greater evil, and the United 
States would be well advised to follow the 
Saudi example and make common cause with 
Russia against Islamism.

World Learns to Manage Without the U.S.
MIDDLE EAST FORUM
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In the case of China, the consensus has 
been that the Chinese economy would slow 
sharply this year, causing political problems. 
China’s June trade data suggest quite the 
opposite: a surge in imports (including a 
26% year-on-year increase in iron ore and 
a 20% increase in oil) indicate that China is 
still growing comfortably in excess of 7% a 
year. China’s transition from an export model 
driven by cheap labor to a high-value-added 
manufacturing and service economy remains 
an enormous challenge, perhaps the biggest 

challenge in economic history, but there is no 
evidence to date that China is failing. Like it 
or not, China will continue to set the pace for 
world economic growth.

America, if it chose to exercise its 
power and cultivate its innate capabilities, 
still is capable of overshadowing the con-
tenders. But it has not chosen to do so, and 
the reins have slipped out of Washington’s 
hands. Americans will hear about impor-
tant developments in the future if and when 
other countries choose to make them public. 
Readers should be warned that those of us 

with reasonably good track records won’t do 
as well in the future.

My track record in general has been 
good. I warned in 2003 that the George 
W Bush administration’s attempts to build 
nations in Iraq and Afghanistan would have 
a tragic outcome. And in early 2006, I wrote: 
“Like or not, the US will get chaos, and 
cannot do anything to forestall it.”

In February 2011, I said that we did 
now know whether then-beleaguered 
president Hosni Mubarak of Egypt “will 
be replaced by an Islamist, democratic, or 
authoritarian state. What is certain is that it 
will be a failed state.” And in March 2011, I 
added about Syria, “We do not know what 

kind of state will follow Bashar al-Assad. We 
only know that it will be a failed state.”

In April 2011, I declared Israel to be 
“the winner in the Arab revolts” because “the 
most likely outcome [in the Arab world] is a 
prolonged period of instability, in which two 
sides that have nothing to gain from com-
promise and everything to lose from defeat 
- the dispossessed poor and the entrenched 
elite - fight it out in the streets. Like Yemen 
and Libya, Syria will prove impossible to sta-
bilize; whether Egypt’s military can prevent a 
descent into similar chaos remains doubtful.”

In January 2012, I announced a “recall 
notice for the Turkish model”, adding, 
“Among all the dumb things said about the 

so-called Arab Spring last year, perhaps the 
dumbest was the idea that the new democ-
racies of the Arab world might follow the 
Turkish model.”

Now the dogs of war are loose and will 
choose their own direction. You don’t need 
foreign policy analysts any more. You can 
hear the dogs bark if you open the window.

First published in Asia Times on 
August 19, 2013.

http://www.mwforum.org/3590/
manage-without-us

Mr. Goldman, president of Macrostrategy LLC, 
is a fellow at the Middle East Forum and the 
London Center for Policy Research.

World Learns to Manage Without the U.S.
Continued from page 3

By DANIEL PIPES
It’s a privilege to be an 
American who works on 
foreign policy, as I have done 
since the late 1970s, partici-
pating in a small way in the 

grand project of finding my country’s place 
in the world. But now, under Barack Obama, 
decisions made in Washington have dramat-
ically shrunk in importance. It’s unsettling 
and dismaying. And no longer a privilege.

Whether during the structured Cold 
War or the chaotic two decades that 
followed, America’s economic size, tech-
nological edge, military prowess, and basic 
decency meant that even in its inactivity, the 
U.S. government counted as much or more 
in world developments than any other state. 
Sniffles in Washington translated into influ-
enza elsewhere.

Weak and largely indifferent presi-
dents like Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton 
mattered despite themselves, for example 

in the Iranian revolution of 1978-79 or the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in the 1990s. Strong 
and active presidents like Ronald Reagan 
and George W. Bush had greater impact yet, 
speeding up the Soviet collapse or invading 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

But now, with Barack Obama, the 
United States has slid into shocking irrel-
evance in the Middle East, the world’s 
most turbulent region. Inconstancy, incom-
petence, and inaction have rendered the 
Obama administration impotent. In the 
foreign policy arena, Obama acts as though 
he would rather be the prime minister 
of Belgium, a small country that usually 
copies the decisions of its larger neighbors 
when casting votes at the United Nations 
or preening morally about distant troubles. 
Belgians naturally “lead from behind,” to use 
the famed phrase emanating from Obama’s 
White House.

Qatar (with a national population of 
225,000) has an arguably greater impact on 
current events than the 1,400-times-larger 

United States (population: 314 million). 
Note how Obama these days takes a back 
seat to the emirs of Doha: They take the 
lead supplying arms to the Libyan rebels, 
he follows. They actively help the rebels in 
Syria, he dithers. They provide billions to 
the new leadership in Egypt, he stumbles 
over himself. They unreservedly back Hamas 
in Gaza, he pursues delusions of an Israeli-
Palestinian “peace process.” Toward this end, 
the U.S. secretary of state made six trips in 
four months to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories in pursuit of a diplomatic initia-
tive that almost no one believes will end the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.

Meanwhile, the U.S. secretary of 
defense called Egyptian leader Abdul-
Fattah al-Sisi 17 times in conversations 
lasting 60-90 minutes, yet failed in his pleas 
that Sisi desist from using force against the 
Muslim Brotherhood. More striking yet, 
Sisi apparently refused to take a phone call 
from Obama. The $1.5 billion in annual U.S. 
aid to Egypt suddenly looks paltry in com-
parison to the $12 billion from three Persian 

Gulf countries, with promises to make up 
for any Western cuts in aid. Both sides in 
Egypt’s deep political divide accuse Obama 
of favoring the other and execrate his name. 
As dozens of Coptic churches burned, he 
played six rounds of golf. Ironically, Egypt is 

where, four long years ago, Obama delivered 
a major speech repudiating George W. Bush 
policies with seeming triumph.

Obama’s ambitions lie elsewhere - 
in augmenting the role of government 
within the United States, as epitomized by 
Obamacare. Accordingly, he treats foreign 
policy as an afterthought, an unwelcome 
burden, and something to dispatch before 
returning to juicier matters. He oversees 
withdrawals from Iraq and Afghanistan 
with little concern for what follows. His 
unique foreign policy accomplishment, 
trumpeted ad nauseam, was the execution of 
Osama bin Laden.

So far, the price to American interests 
for Obama’s ineptitude has not been high. 
But that could change quickly. Most wor-
risome, Iran could soon achieve nuclear 
breakout and start to throw its newfound 
weight around, if not to deploy its brand-
new weapons. The new regime in Egypt 
could revert to its earlier anti-American-
ism and anti-Zionism; already, important 
elements in Egypt are calling for rejection of 
U.S. aid and termination of the peace treaty 
with Israel.

As an American who sees his country 
as a force for good, these developments are 
painful and scary. The world needs an active, 
thoughtful, and assertive United States. The 
historian Walter A. McDougall rightly states 
that “The creation of the United States of 
America is the central event of the past four 
hundred years” and its civilization “perturbs 
the trajectories of all other civilizations just 
by existing.” Well not so much perturbation 
these days; may the dismal present be brief 
in duration.

First published in  The Washington Times  on 
August 21, 2013. http://www.danielpipes.
org/13286/obama-foreign-policy

Mr. Pipes (DanielPipes.org) is president of the 
Middle East Forum.

Obama’s Foreign Fiasco
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Obama’s 2009 speech in Cairo was a very long time ago.

Doha, now more influential than Washington in the Middle East.

Woodrow Wilson (1913-21) was the first of 
four Democratic presidents greatly to increase 

the power of the state.
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By Dr. NASEER 
ALOMARI
The worst possible 
scenario for the Middle 
East is unfolding fol-
lowing a short-lived 

Arab Spring, which has deteriorated, 
into chaos, death, and destruction, for 
Syria, and seemingly Tunisia, Libya and 
Lebanon.   

Al Qaeda has reared its ugly head 
again in North Africa; the  less so in 
Middle East. 

Less than a year ago, pundits had 
enough reason to believe that al Qaeda 
was dying because the West perceived 
the Arabs had won against their respec-
tive authoritarian regimes through 
peaceful protest. 

More and more Arabs are pres-
ently dismayed and frustrated by the 
bloodshed in Syria, Egypt, Bahrain, 
and other countries that visited by the 
fever of the Arab Spring. 

What has gone wrong is that The 
euphoria that revealed itself during the 
Arab Spring was an unseen attitude 
that has since been worn off down, 
becoming the catalyst that marred 
the pressing economic problems 
while crushing political pressures on 
the nations undergoing the upheav-
als of the Arab Spring and likewise, 
non-Arab nations. 

Poverty, insecurity and fear of the 
future are filling the hearts and minds 
of Arab men and women who have 
lived through decades of oppressive 

authoritarian rule only to be told that 
more of the same is to be expected until 
Democracy and prosperity finds its way 
to various politically unstable nations. 

Enter al Qaeda with its agenda for 
a murderous Islamic State and you will 
fathom why the Middle East is bracing 
for the worst. 

In Syria, Iraq, Egypt, and Tunisia, 
people are now facing radical Islamists 
who believe and say that the transi-
tional pains can only be relieved by 
going more radical. 

Al Qaeda is not apologetic about 
its objectives for the Middle East. They 
publicly state that establishing Islamic 
rule is the recipe for salvation and 
the prelude to ridding the Arab and 
Muslim world of all ills including pro-
Western regimes, and all secular forces 
in society, as well as ethnic and religious 
minorities. 

The collapse of the Egyptian 
democratic government is a dream 
come true in the eyes of al Qaeda dem-
agogues who believed that the Muslim 
Brotherhood, while well-intentioned, 
were deluded to thinking that a gradual 
approach, despite being slow and less 
confrontational was more likely to take 
hold. 

Ideologically, al Qaeda has never 
felt more justified than now in both 
Syria and now Egypt. 

In Syria, the daily death and 
destruction of the Syrian nation as the 
West weighs its best political bets has 
helped al Qaeda address the Arab mind 

with isolationist and divisive voices that 
confirm tthe West is only interested 
in propping oil-rich dictators who do 
their nasty work in protecting their 
strategic interests topped by the safety, 
security and continuity of the State of 
Israel. 

We are, al Qaeda is, back where 
we stated in the latter part of the twen-
tieth century when the West took the 
shortest cut to stabilizing the bleeding 
Middle East through a third dictatorial 
party who delivered Western peace of 
mind through oppression. Well! The 
equation has changed and al Qaeda 
has found a foothold in the minds and 
hearts again by making the follow-
ing simple argument: The source of all 
ills in the Middle East is tyrannical, 
authoritarian, pro-western, and oil-
controlling regimes that have oppressed 
freedom while simultaneously carrying 
out a western political agenda. 

Pro-western regimes have rushed 
to the support of the Egyptian military 
with diplomatic and financial support 
indicating a return to the good old days 
of pleasing the west and Israel at the 
expense of the average Arab who lacks 
happiness and opportunity and the 
freedom to pursue them. 

Dr. Naseer Alomari is a political 
analyst whose linguistic capacity and 
familiarity with different peoples in 
the Islamic world, from Morocco to 
Indonesia, coupled with his role as a 
principal in Yonkers, and a degreed 
American educational background 
makes him the perfect translator of 
events and sensibilities beyond the 
“Fault Lines” on the ground. 

Al Qaeda is Back! 
FAULT LINESLINES
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By MARK JEFFERS
We took my daughter 
Amanda back to 
college this week; 
sure makes the house 
seem empty, and my 

wallet as well… please enjoy this week’s 
“tuition never goes down” edition of 
“News & Notes.”

Westchester County and United 
Way’s Volunteer Center are once 

again working together to organize the 
weeklong “9/11: Serve & Remember” 
a program where folks can volunteer 
for many events and activities to honor 
the memories of September 11 victims, 
sign me up!

This sounds like every night at our 
house… the Food Bank of Westchester 
will hold their 23rd annual “An Evening 
in Good Taste” at 1133 Westchester 
Avenue, in White Plains, on October 
17th.

Ferry Sloops, Inc. is sponsoring 
the Hudson River Ramblers at their 
next monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
September 4th, at 7:30pm, The 
Hudson River Ramblers, comprised 
of master storyteller Jonathan Kruk 
and folk balladeer Rich Bala, will 
perform authentic stories and songs 
in the Nature Center at Croton Point 
Park. Admission is free and open to the 

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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rapidly reduced without managed investments in community care.” 
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public. Come with a dish at 6:30pm to enjoy 
a potluck dinner or arrive at 7:30pm for the 
show. The show is appropriate for adults and 
children of all ages.

Join the folks at the Mount Kisco Child 
Care Center for their 9th Annual “Feed Me 
Fresh An Edible Evening” on Saturday 
September 28th.

With all this food talk, don’t forget to 
get some exercise, and what better way than 
riding your bike on the Bronx River Parkway 
Bicycle Sundays through September 29th.

Or if biking is not your cup of tea, then 
sign up for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
to help the more than 5 million grandpar-
ents, parents, spouses, partners, siblings and 
friends living with this dreaded disease.  
The Westchester Walk is set for Sunday 
September 29th in White Plains.  

Congratulations to the Opus 
Foundation and their 17th annual golf outing 
as the money collected at the event pushed 
them over the $1 million milestone for total 
funds raised for children charities.

This event sure sounds “cool.” There will 
be a tour of the garden of Dick Button Ice 

Pond Farm on September 8th in Lewisboro.
The greater New York chapter of the 

Guild of Natural Science Illustrators is 
exhibiting “Habitats: Flora and Fauna in 
Natural Settings” at the Ward Pound Ridge 
Reservation through September 3rd.

Manhattan-based classical radio station 
WQXR has increased its reach and will now 
be heard in northern Westchester as classical 
music station WQXW on 90.3FM.

Take a walk down the Yellow Brick 
Road… as the Taconic Opera, now in its six-
teenth Season in Westchester, will present its 
fun fundraiser on Thursday, September 12th, 
in White Plains at the CV Rich Mansion, 
305 Ridgeway.  The Gala’s theme, “The 

Yellow Brick Road”, will feature a story line 
throughout the evening that will take guests 
down that memorable road to their own 
Emerald City.  The company promises the 
extremes of entertainment on this journey 
from the hilarious to the dramatic.  The 
event includes hors d’oeuvres and a sump-
tuous meal, with the entertainment coming 
from Taconic Opera’s top operatic artists.  
All proceeds support Taconic Opera’s 2013-
2014 season.

Over in Katonah, the 39th Annual John 
Jay Homestead Chess Tournament will be 
held on Monday, September 2nd.

My daughter Claire has been out on the 
field for two weeks now for at least five hours 

each day under the hot sun preparing for her 
fall field hockey season. I encourage everyone 
to take a look at their local high school’s 
website and pick a few games to go. There 
is some event everyday, be it football, soccer, 
cross country, tennis, swimming, volleyball or 
field hockey. Games are free, they promote 
community spirit and it just might motivate 
you to get out and get some exercise too.  
Good luck to all the area fall sports teams… 
see you next week.

Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, 
with his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, 
Amanda, and Claire.
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By HELEN WEISMAN
Right now, on display at the 
New York Botanical Garden 
until September 8, 2013 is 
the exhibit Wild Medicine: 
Healing Plants Around The 

World, Featuring The Italian Renaissance 
Garden. The exhibit explores the power of 
plants to cure and rejuvenate the maladies 
of human beings. The Italian Renaissance 
Garden, a re-creation of the Western World’s 
oldest botanical garden was founded for the 
study of medicinal plants. In today’s garden 
there are 500 
species, otherwise 
known as culti-
vars, of medicinal 
plants. Most of 
them were grown 
in the Garden’s 
own glasshouses. 
Included in the 
exhibit are inter-
active stations 
with activities 
and samples of 
products made 
from a few of 
the therapeu-
tic plants. Wild 
Medicine rep-
resents one of the largest exhibitions of 
medicinal plants ever presented in the world.

Twenty-five percent of prescription 
medicine today are derived from plant 
ingredients, and 4.5 billion people globally 
use plants for some of their health care. 
Amongst the plants to be seen, in the Italian 
Renaissance Garden, are: Kava which is used 
as a sedative, Cacao (the source of modern 
day chocolate) is used to dilate blood vessels, 
Curare which relaxes muscles, Ginkgo 
which improves blood flow, Tea which can 

be used as antioxidant, (Antioxidants help 
prevent oxidation, which changes the charge 
of molecules in the body and leaves cells 
more susceptible to disease), Rosy Periwinkle 
which is used for chemotherapy, Ginseng 
which works as an immune system booster 
and as an Adaptogen which holistically 
reduces the body’s susceptibility to stress, 
Chinchona which is used to treat Malaria, 
Aloe which is used to treat skin conditions 
such as burns and cuts by reducing pain 
and speeding healing, Tamarind which can 
be used as an antiseptic and to smooth out 

the digestive tract, Coconut Palm which 
can be used as an anti-inflammatory agent 
or diuretic as well as a myriad of other 
medicinal uses, Saw Palmetto is used to 
treat enlarged prostates, the well known 
Marijuana which be used both as a relaxant 
and agent to reduce pain, Foxglove which is 
used to treat heart disease, the Opium poppy 
from which morphine is made, Pacific Yew 
from which a cancer fighting drug is made, 
Willow from which Aspirin is made, and 
Ephedra from which various decongestants 
are made. Also, in the exhibit are plants used 

by Eastern medicine practitioners. Here, I 
have just chosen to write about those plants 
used in the West. Talking about all the 
plants Joanna Groarke, Associate Director 
of Interpretation of The New York Botanical 
Garden, says, “We hope that everyone will 
come away from the exhibition knowing 
that plants are still used in healing. They have 
been essential throughout human history 
and they are still vital to our health today.”

The Italian Renaissance Garden is 
shaped like a rectangle with an open court-
yard just inside its interior walls. Within 
the garden walls themselves, Renaissance 
music is played constantly. Combined with 
the historical layout of the garden, the music 
makes you feel like you are back in time at 

the world’s oldest botanical garden. Inside 
the courtyard is an installation of 4 sculp-
tures, each standing 15 feet high. They are 
made of organic fruits and vegetables, and 
are called respectively: Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, and Winter. The contemporary 
American artist and filmmaker, Philip Haas, 
created the sculptures. Haas was inspired by 
the 16th century Italian Renaissance artist 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo who painted eccen-
tric, yet scientifically accurate composite 
heads composed of organic materials. Haas’s 

sculptures emphasize natural products that 
are recycled to form 4 human portraits, each 
representing one of the 4 seasons of the year.

Another aspect of the exhibit is The 
Renaissance Herbal. Located in the Rodina 
and LoFaro Gallery of the Garden’s 
LuEsther T. Mertz Library, it tells the story 
of the way ancient and medieval knowl-
edge of the medicinal aspects of plants were 
kept alive into and during the Renaissance. 
The Renaissance began in the 13th Century 
and reached its peak in the 15th and 16th 
Centuries. Books of this nature, in this case 
known as herbals, flourished during this 
period. They described plants and their 
useful properties. Featuring more than 50 
printed books and manuscripts, herbals 

described plants and their use for health 
and wellbeing. They are amongst the oldest 
known written and printed works in both 
Eastern and Western civilizations and 
contain the earliest recorded descriptions of 
the plant kingdom. Being the most exten-
sive exhibition of rare herbals shown in the 
United States in decades, the visitor today is 
exposed to a multifaceted exploration of the 
use of medicinal plants to cure and rejuve-
nate people since antiquity. 

Illustrating the way plant knowledge 

was handed down through the centuries, The 
Renaissance Herbal begins with the ancient 
Greeks and Romans who gathered facts 
about plants and how to prepare medi-
cines from them. It goes into medieval 
times when medicinal plant knowledge 
was cultivated in the cloistered monastic 
gardens found throughout Europe. As the 
Islamic Empire of the East unfolded to the 
Western Mediterranean, European scholars 
were exposed to Arabic and Asian medical 
practices. The spirit of inquiry typifying the 
Renaissance resulted in a proliferation of 
herbals that were both scientifically impor-
tant as well as beautiful. My favorite picture 
in an herbal is the illustration of a lavender 
plant in a rare 1565 edition by Italian botanist 

and physician, 
Pietro Andrea 
Mattioli. It is 
printed on blue 
paper with gold 
and silver ink and 
is just beautiful to 
look at.

If you want 
to be in touch 
with what goes 
into the medi-
cines you are 
taking presently, 
as well as take a 

trip back in time, 
Wild Medicine 
is worth seeing. 

According to Joanna Groarke, “Actually 
seeing hundreds of healing plants as 
you walk through the Conservatory and 
learning about their stories of discov-
ery and how the were used by different 
cultures brings this idea to life in a way 
that can’t be experienced elsewhere.” For 
more information, visit www.nybg.org or 
call 718-817-8700.

Helen Weisman is a freelance science journal-
ist living in New York City. She has taught 
writing at The City University of New York.

Wild Medicine in The Bronx
CULTIVARS

The Italian Renaissance Garden at The New 
York Botanical Gardens.

The Italian Renaissance Garden at The New 
York Botanical Gardens.

Mattioli-Lavendula. “Spring,” conceptualized from “The Four 
Season’s” photographed by and courtesy of Ivo 

M. Vermeulen.

http://www.nybg.org
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By SHERIF AWAD
The confrontations between 
the Muslim Brotherhoods’ 
militias and the Egyptian 
police forces which occurred 
two weeks ago across the 

streets of Egypt, resurrected images buried 
in my memory by the imagery in the film 
Kinyarwanda. Kinyarwanda depicts the 
fate of a country cursed by a secular regime 
that had the propensity to spread chaos and 

bloodshed for the sake of eternal reign.
Kinyarwanda introspectively harks 

reflectively back to the year 1994 during 
the Rwandan genocide, when the Islamic 
Mufti (Jurist) of a Rwandan Mosque issued 
a fatwa (an Islamic decree) forbidding 
Muslims from participating in the killing 
of the Tutsis that was led by the Hutus. 
Whereas Rwanda became a slaughterhouse, 
mosques became places of refuge where 
Muslims and Christians, peaceful Hutus 
and Tutsis, came together in order to protect 
each other. The genocide was the culmina-
tion of longstanding ethnic competition and 
tensions between the minority Tutsis, who 
had controlled power for centuries, and the 
majority Hutus, who had come to power in 
the rebellion of 1959–62.

The film’s script interweaves six different 
tales that together form one grand narrative, 

providing a realistic depiction of life and 
human resilience during the genocide: Jeanne 
and Patrique (Hadidja Zaninka and Marc 
Gwamaka), a young couple who fall in love 
despite their upbringing by two respectively 
different tribes; Lieutenant Rose (Cassandra 
Freeman who co-starred in Spike Lee’s 
Inside Man) is the head of a military unit 
trained in Uganda, who hopes to bring peace 
between Rwandans; a Rwandan mother 
called Francine (top Rwandan actress 
Cleophas Kabasita); Emmanuel (Rwandan 
artist and filmmaker Edouard Bamporiki) 
who is the head of a Tutsi killing unit; Father 
Pierre (Mazimpaka Kennedy), a Catholic 
priest and The Mufti of Rwanda (Mutsari 
Jean), head of the nation’s Muslims.

Kinyarwanda was directed by Alrick 
Brown, a New Jersey-based filmmaker and 
teacher who was born in Kingston, Jamaica. 
He decided to revisit these real-life events in 

this long narrative that marked his narrative 
debut. Brown who graduated from Rutgers 
University with a BA in English, received an 
MFA from NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. 
His volunteering work in the Peace Corps 
in Côte d’Ivoire, and his travels to West 
Africa have informed his creative expression 
to give expression to humanistic stories. The 
film’s title refers to “Kinyarwanda” which is 
a dialect of the Rwanda-Rundi language 
spoken by some 12 million Hutus and 
Tutsis in Rwanda (Rwanda, pronounced in 
its native, mother tongue, translate to mean: 
“the Land of Thousand Hills). Brown based 
his characters and his screenplay on true 
accounts coming from survivors who took 
refuge at the Grand Mosque of Kigali and 
the Imams who opened the doors to give 
refuge to the Tutsis and to those Hutus who 
refused to participate in the killing.

To realize Kinyarwanda, Brown 

collaborated with Ishmael Ntihabose, 
the film’s executive producer and story-
writer, who traveled to Rwanda in order to 
conduct extensive interviews with the 1994 
survivors. While many of the other films 
delved into the politics associated with 
the 1994 Genocide, this film emphasizes 
the Rwandan people and their quest for a 
peaceful life. However, it was also a tough 
and adversarial shoot due to the grasshop-
per mating season, the heavy rainy season, 
limited equipment, and the 16-day shooting 
schedule. According to Brown, the most 
arduous task about making this film was the 
emotional impact on the entire cast and crew, 
particularly the participating Rwandans who 
were reliving and struggling with their own 
memories and horrors. The film’s ending 
affords the viewers hope that in the midst of 
such tragic events, something beautiful can 
still be found - forgiveness, truth and recon-
ciliation were and continue to be a huge part 
of Rwanda’s journey of recovery and recon-
ciliation among its people.

 The 1994 events in Rwanda went 
almost unnoticed by international media 
until director Terry George depicted them 
in Hotel Rwanda, his acclaimed drama about 
Paul Rusesabagina, a hotel manager who 
housed over a thousand Tutsi refugees during 
their struggle against the Hutu militia in 
Rwanda. Alrick Brown is second in retelling 

Kinyarwanda
CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

“Kinyarwanda” Author-Director Alrick Brown. Edouard Bamporiki as Emmanuel.

Kabasita in the role of Francine.
Cassandra Freeman depicts the role of Lt. Rose.

THE WESTCHESTER 
COMMUNITY FOR 

HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

INVITES YOU TO SHARE 

HUMANIST-INSPIRED  
ROSH HASHANA SERVICES

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 
4, 6:45 PM: Adult Service. 

Childcare Provided

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 9:30 
AM Adult Service concurrent 

with Children’s Service

At the Community Unitarian 
Church, 468 Rosedale Avenue, 

White Plains

 RABBI FRANK TAMBURELLO 
EXPLORING THE THEME

“LISTENING TO THE VOICE 
WITHIN”

MUSIC PROVIDED BY PROF. 
RUTH LEVY-SCHUDROFF, GUEST 

SINGER, MICHAEL IANNUCCI, 
AND THE WCHJ CHOIR.

RSVP BEFORE 8/31  
charlotteklein48@verizon.net  

or call 914-218-8535

There is no charge but 
donations are welcome.  

Free Babysitting 

Yom Kippur and Break-The 
Fast: Saturday, 9/14, 3 pm 

No charge for service **$10 per 
person for Break The Fast

Succoth, Saturday, 9/21. 2pm

RSVP charlotteklein48@
verizon.net or 914-218-8535

For more information visit wchj.
org or email- info@wchj.org

Westchester Community for Humanistic Judaism
HOUSE OF WORSHIP

The Westchester Community for 
Humanistic Judaism under the leadership of 
Rabbi Frank Tamburello invites the Jewish 
community to humanist inspired Rosh 
Hashana services on Wednesday, September 
4, at 6:45 PM, and Thursday, September 5, 
at 9:30 AM. Thursday’s program will have 
an adult service as well as one for children. 
The rabbi explained, “We are sure there 
are many unaffiliated Jewish people who 
would like a connection with Judaism that 
emphasizes its history and culture through 

liturgical expression that is both inclusive 
and non-theistic. We can celebrate, as Jewish 
Humanists, our culture, stories, songs, heroic 
deeds, and spirituality through poetic texts 
and music.”

Yom Kippur services and Break-The-
Fast is scheduled for Saturday September 
14 at 3pm and will include music provided 
by Prof. Ruth -Levy Schudroff, Bernard 
Tamosaitis, and the WCHJ choir. Services 
are free but there is a charge of $10 per 
person for the meal.

Succoth is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 21 at 2 PM.

The WCHJ, as it is sometimes called, 
meets at the Community Unitarian Church 
468 Rosedale Avenue in White Plains for 
celebrations of holidays, Jewish events, edu-
cational programs, social fellowship, as well as 
having Jewish education classes for children 
ages 6 to Bar/Bat mitzvah. There is no charge 
for services but donations are welcome. 
RSVP’ s are needed. Call Charlotte Klein-
914-218-8535 or email charlotteklein48@

verizon.net. For m o r e 
information click on- w w w .
wchj.org . Childcare is provided.

Continued on page 8

mailto:charlotteklein48@verizon.net
mailto:charlotteklein48@verizon.net
http://www.wchj.org
http://www.wchj.org
mailto:charlotteklein48@verizon.net
mailto:info@wchj.org
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the events in Rwanda, yet from another per-
spective in his film Kinyarwanda. Both films 
should be considered as an eternal caution-
ary warning for African and non-African 
nations with respect to social discrimination 
based on color and religion.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / 
video critic and curator. He is the film editor of 
Egypt Today Magazine (www.EgyptToday.
com), and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. 
He also contributes to Variety, in the United 
States, and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm 
Website (http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/
node/198132) and The Westchester Guardian 
(www.WestchesterGuardian.com).

By Dr. GLENN MOLLETTE
The United States and our 
President Barack Obama 
must come together today, 
August 21, 2013, and stop 
all money flowing from our 

hard earned tax dollars to Egypt. Yes, I am 
talking about your money and your children’s 
money and your grandparent’s hard earned 
tax dollars flowing into Egypt at the rate of 
$1.5 billion each year. Since 1948, we have 
given over $71 billion to Egypt. That is more 
money than we have given to any nation, 
except Israel.

Where does this money go? 
Approximately $1.2 billion goes to support 
an Egyptian military while the rest goes to 
sanitation and other humanitarian efforts.

In the United States we have been 
cutting back on our own military budget. 
Our government talks of cutting military 
medical benefits and military retirement 
benefits while many homeless veterans 
are sleeping in the streets of America. As 
our soldiers are expected to defend us in 
other countries they are doing it with aging 
weapons and aging supplies all because of a 
tightening military budget.

More and more excuses are being found 
to downsize our soldiers from the military 
because of a tightening military budget.

Our President wants our military to 
be lean. Does this mean lean so that we can 
send billions to Egypt? “Lean” - so that we 
can send more billions to Iraq, Afghanistan 
and other nations that hate us? Why should 
we continue to reward a nation for fighting 

and being totally dysfunctional? If we had 
money to hand out then it should be as a 
reward for bringing about peace and helping 
other nations to be at peace.

At the forefront of this problem is our 
empty national checking account. We do 
not have the money to throw out to other 
nations so they will try to love us and be good 
girls and boys. They hate us all the more. In 
the meantime our interstates are falling 
apart, our bridges are crumbling, our national 
parks are showing neglect, American people 
are hungry, jobless, homeless, and our border 
security in the south continues to be weak. 
Thousands of our own military service 
people cannot afford to fly home to visit 
family. They cannot afford to buy cars and 
have to make do with small uniform allow-
ances each year. Average America stands in 
line to fill out job applications at Walmart 
and McDonalds in hopes of landing an $8 
an hour job to work 30 hours a week.

We shovel our hard earned taxpayer 
dollars overseas to Egypt while they kill 
hundreds, burn down Christian churches, 
and shake their fists at America.

Saudi Arabia is threatening to send 
whatever funding we stop sending to Egypt.

Good. They can even double it if they 
want. If we stop buying oil from Saudi 
Arabia today it will not be soon enough.

Attention Congress! Please turn off the 
money to Egypt.

Dr. Glenn Mollette is the author of 
“American Issues: Every American Has An 
Opinion”, and nine other books. He grew 
up in Martin County, Kentucky, and was 
a child 1964 when President Lyndon B. 
Johnson visited the county seat of Inez to 
begin his campaign on poverty. You can hear 
Dr. Glenn Mollette each Sunday night on 
XM Radio on channel 131 at 8:00 p.m. 
EST. Find him on Facebook and direct 
email to gmollette@aol.com.

Egypt - Turn Off The Money
AMERICAN ISSUES

Kinyarwanda
Continued from page 7

By PAM YOUNG
The last thing I want to do 
in my old age, is get grouchy, 
but if I don’t get this irksome 
aggravation under control 
and off my chest, I’m afraid 

I’m going to snap and get cranky. I don’t 
want to hurt anyone, because I wouldn’t do 
well in prison since I have to have my special 
pillow, I like the temperature at a constant 70 
degrees and I don’t think I’d like bread and 
water or all that inmate noise. I’m hoping if 
I explain what’s bugging me to you, I’ll feel 
better and be able to cope with it the next 
time it happens (which is often).

There are several people in my life who 
are in the habit of saying the same sentence 
after about every other sentence. One of the 
people says, “. . . .and what not.” One says, “. 
. . I mean,you know,” and one says (and this 
is the one that really bugs me) “. . . you know 
what I mean?”

The first two are just aggravating, but 
the last one is downright revolting, mainly 
because the person is asking a question he 
doesn’t really want answered. I really listen 
when people talk to me and if I’m asked a 
question, I like to answer it. For instance the 
worst of the perps said to me one day, 

“I went to J.C. Penney’s and they didn’t 

have the shoes they advertised on television. 
It made me mad, you know what I mean?” 

“That they didn’t have the shoes or you 
were mad?”

“Huh?”
“You said Penney’s didn’t have the shoes 

they advertised on TV and it made you mad.”
“Yeah, they just advertised them to get 

me into the store and that makes me mad, 
you know what I mean?”

“Why, because of the false advertising 
or you got mad.”

“Huh?”
“You got mad because of the false 

advertising, or that it made you mad?”
“Yes, false advertising makes me mad.”
Sometimes when this guy says some-

thing and ends it with his question, there’s 

no way I’d know the answer. One day he 
said, “My son just doesn’t care about going 
on vacation with us, you know what I mean?”

“No.”
“No, what?”
“No, I don’t know what you mean.”
“Huh?”
“You asked me if I knew what you 

meant when you said your son doesn’t want 
to go on vacation with you. I have no clue 
what you mean.”

“I didn’t ask you what I meant!”
“Yes, you did!”
“Did not!”
“DID TO!”
“You know what? You are turning into 

a cranky old lady, you know what I mean!”

“Yeah, I do know! There! Finally I can 
answer you!”

“I don’t get it? Why are you so angry?”
“Oh, I don’t know, I guess I’m just tired, 

or maybe I’m thirsty or maybe I need to get 
some exercise or maybe I’m just getting old, 
you know what I mean?”

“Yeah, I know what you mean.”
Okay, I think I’ve got this one under 

control, you know what I mean? 

For more from Pam Young go to www.makeit-
funanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll find many 
musings, videos of Pam in the kitchen preparing 
delicious meals, videos on how to get organized, 
ways to lose weight and get your finances in 
order, all from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

MAKE IT FUN!

You Know What I Mean?

By LARRY M. ELKIN
My wife and I are enjoying 
“Orange is the New Black,” 
the Netflix series about 
a middle-class woman’s 
11-month incarceration for 

a long-past drug offense.
Written with wit and compassion, 

Jenji Kohan’s series is based on the memoir 
of Piper Kerman, who served most of her 
time at the federal prison in Danbury, Conn. 
People who know more about such things 
than I do say the on-screen depiction of her 
experiences, often frightening and funny at 
the same time, rings all too true. It certainly 

is not hard to believe that some guards and 
inmates thirst to wield a pathetically small 
degree of power, while others in both catego-
ries try to survive with an intact sense of self 
by keeping a low profile.

Kerman herself has emerged as an 
advocate for prison and sentencing reform. 
She recently wrote an opinion column for 
The New York Times that decried plans 
to close most of the women’s facilities in 
Danbury, sending hundreds of women from 
the Northeast to prisons in other parts of the 
country, far from their families.

“This added geographic separation 
may as well be a second sentence for these 

women, who already have to 
make it through prison with 
limited visits from family, and 
for their children, who still 
need and want their moms,” 
Kerman wrote. “A mother’s 
incarceration has a devastat-
ing effect on her family, and 
experts say that maintain-
ing contact with a parent in 
prison is critical to a child’s 
well-being.”

The Bureau of Prisons 
says it needs the space in 
Danbury to relieve over-
crowding among men in the 
federal prison system. Since 
there are no other federal 
women’s prisons in the 

Northeast or Middle Atlantic states, many of 
the transferred women will end up far afield, 
in places like Alabama.

Kerman has found an ally, of sorts, in 
Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr., who 
recently announced his own initiative (no 
doubt vetted by the White House) to reduce 
drug prosecutions that can trigger harsh 
mandatory minimum sentences.

“Too many Americans go to prison 
for far too long, and for no truly good law 
enforcement reason,” Holder said. He might 
have added that too many Americans end up 
with criminal records, and denied a variety of 
civil rights and public benefits, for the same 
reason that Kerman and others have gone 
to prison – because they run afoul of sense-
lessly harsh drug laws. Yet Holder’s Justice 

Orange Is The New Pinstripe
CURRENT COMMENTARY

Continued on page 9

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=37.8,-82.52&spn=1.0,1.0&q=37.8,-82.52%20%28Martin%20County%2C%20Kentucky%29&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyndon_B._Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyndon_B._Johnson
http://www.siriusxm.com/
http://www.yonkerstribune.com/2013/03/gmollette@aol.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b396bb14ac&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b3f88087b9&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=b3f88087b9&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=a85bf67220&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=a85bf67220&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=e28abb064b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=e28abb064b&e=23984343dd
http://palisadeshudson.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=858d9591d014bed95836830b8&id=feb794f7e6&e=23984343dd


GOVERNMENT

Page 9THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAy, AUGUST 29, 2013 

“Sunshine Daydream” is mostly a concert 
movie shot in 1972 at Veneta, Oregon to 
benefit the Springfield Creamery. The film 
was directed by John Norris. The concert, 
recorded on August 27, 1972, was filmed 
using four 16mm cameras. Merry Prankster 
heroes Ken Kessey and Ken Babbs make 
appearances, and the title of the film is lifted 
from the famous chorus of the Dead’s tune 
“Sugar Magnolia.” While I enjoyed much 
of the concert footage of the youthful and 
happy Grateful Dead jamming on, the 
director spends far too much time filming 
the crowd. But there’s too much emphasis 
filming naked women dancing in the crowd, 
as well as bottomless men swaying in the 
breeze. The most hideous portions repeat-
edly occur with a completely naked guy 
sitting on a pole directly behind the band. 
The attendees at the theater were obviously 
paying attention as (for whatever reason) the 
man on the pole finally put his pants on, and 
when this thankfully happened the theater’s 
audience broke into a rousing applause, an 
amusing moment for sure. 

Okay with this out of the way, there is a 
lot else to enjoy as there’s great footage of our 

historical acid heroes like the previously men-
tioned Kessey and and Babbs, plus segments 
with Garcia’s ex-wife Mountain Girl, Wavy 
Gravy, Sam Cutler, roadie Ramrod, hi-tech 
soundman Dan Healy, Steve Parish, and 
the ultra legendary hi-speed bus driver Neal 
Cassady. Cassady was the main focus of Jack 
Kerouac’s ’57 novel “On the Road” where 
Cassady’s name was substituted as Dean 
Moriarty, who was also the inspiration of 
Kessey’s novel (and later movie with Jack 
Nicholson) “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest.” The Dead also penned a tune titled 
“Cassady. So even though Cassady had 
already passed when this concert took place 
it was great to see some vintage footage of 
this crazy and legendary cult hero.

The video quality meanders from very 
good to bad, but the audio quality is top 
notch throughout. Not included is the after-
noon’s opening act the New Riders of the 
Purple Sage. Few songs were offered form 

Department continues to prosecute mari-
juana providers in states that have already 
decided to legalize cannabis for medical or 
recreational purposes.

The attorney general and his boss, 
President Obama, see a political benefit 
in the selective enforcement of drug laws 
that were themselves a political response to 

drug-fueled crime in the 1980s and early 
‘90s. Similarly, they see today a political 
benefit to the investigation and prosecution 
of bankers.

This is why, as The Wall Street Journal 
notes, JPMorgan Chase currently faces no 
fewer than seven separate investigations. 
One is a criminal probe over its multi-
billion-dollar “London Whale” trading 
loss, which at other times would have been 
considered an issue for the bank’s directors 

and shareholders to address. Another is an 
investigation by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission into the bank’s practice of 
hiring well-connected young executives in 
China. If hiring decisions due to political 
connections are suddenly found to be illegal, 
nobody at the SEC – or in much of the rest 
of Washington – is likely to ever get another 
job in the private sector again.

So it’s just too bad if little children 
from Brooklyn have to spend days on a bus, 

traveling halfway across the country, in order 
to spend an hour with their mothers. Federal 
jailers have got to make room for all the 
bankers who they believe the public wants 
to put away. If you get the camera angle 
just right, those prison bars seen against the 
backdrop of an orange jumpsuit will look a 
lot like pinstripes.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has provided 
personal financial and tax counseling to a 
sophisticated client base since 1986. After six 

years with Arthur Andersen, where he was a 
senior manager for personal financial planning 
and family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., in 
1992. That firm grew steadily and became the 
Palisades Hudson organization, which moved to 
Scarsdale, N.Y., in 2002. The firm expanded to 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

WHEEL & TIRE DEPOT
584 YONKERS AVE. YONKERS, NY 10704

www.wntdepot.com
914-375-2100

Orange Is The New Pinstripe
Continued from page 8

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUe
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Grateful Dead “Sunshine Daydream” 
Movie www.Dead.net 

Jerry Garcia circa ‘72.

Grateful Dead Sunshine Daydream Movie.

Continued on page 10
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By JOHN F. McMULLEN 
Big Data, the term for the 
massive collection of electronic 
data from every possible source, 
its sorting, parsing, analyz-
ing, and resulting action, was 

until recently considered by many to be the 
path into better economic times, better deci-
sions, and general prosperity. It has, however, 
recently come under greater scrutiny and 

negative commentary.
It was thought by many when people 

first spoke and wrote about Big Data that the 
ability collect and analyze larges amounts of 
data by businesses. government, medical pro-
viders, and social service agencies to collect 
large amounts of data concerning customers, 
citizens, illnesses, and social problems would 
lead to better products and marketing, law 
enforcement, government services, health 

care, and aid to those in read need.
One of the early cautionary takes in this 

area was the 2006 book by Washington Post 
investigative reporter Robert O’Harrow, “No 
Place To Hide”. In the book, which, in my esti-
mation, not enough people paid attention to, 
O’Harrow points out that, while the federal 
government is enjoined both constitutionally 
and by legislation from gathering information 
on individuals directly without warrants or 
subpoenas, it could purchase data from firms, 
such as Acxiom. ChoicePoint. and Seisint, 
that actually did the data gathering. The 

book has a number of examples of benefits 
which some of the data analysis brought in 
finding suspected and real terrorists but it 
also provided some rather troubling passages. 
Consider the description of ChoicePoint’s 
strategy “to become, in effect, a National Nanny 
that for a fee could watch or assess the background 
of virtually anybody. ChoicePoint also wanted 
to be an enforcer that would determine whether 
someone was entitled to the ‘rights and privi-
leges’ they claimed. That might mean a job, access 
to public facilities, the right to vote, or a whole 
array of other activities. To accomplish this aim, 
ChoicePoint had to create a broad digital web that 

brought together a great deal of data.” O’Harrow 
then describes how ChoicePoint bought up a 
number of companies to accomplish this goal.

The recent revelations of Edward 
Snowden concerning the massive collection 
of data by the NSA and the continuing fallout 
from the revelations may have awakened the 
public, in a way that O’Harrow’s book did 
not, of the amount of data floating around 
in cyberspace concerning themselves -- credit 
card purchases, EZ-pass records, GPS location, 
driver and motor vehicle records, real estate, bank-
ruptcy, and tax records, marriage and divorce 

the Dead’s (sunset) third set as there wasn’t 
enough stage lighting on the closing video 
portion of “Sing Me Back Home” which is 
the only appearance of vocalist Donna Jean 
Godchaux.

Highlight performances are Chuck 
Berry’s “Promised Land,” and a particu-
larly strong “Bird Song.” There’s a lengthy 
and amazingly intense (thirty-two minute 
plus) “Dark Star” that meanders afar, and 
somehow morphs into Marty Robbins “El 
Paso.” This “Dark Star: also moves from the 
stage to low-tech cartoon images are lame 
animations that I could have done without. 
“The China Cat Sunflower-I Know you 
Rider” segue also works extremely well, as 
does “Jack Straw.” This video concludes with 
a rollicking Bob Weir authored “Greatest 
Story Ever Told” but there’s no video as the 
movie credits roll, which was very fine by me.

I’d started seeing the Grateful Dead 
about one year prior to when this concert 

video was shot, and I was immediately 
amazed by their quality musicianship, and 
mesmerizing cohesive jams. But what also 
fascinated me was the warmth the band 
radiated from the stage, especially Garcia 
who is all smiles here. As the years rolled 
forward a lot of this contentment wore off, 
probably because of the excess drug abuse, 
egos, and with their explosive growth playing 
larger stadiums. So watching the band 
play-on here brought back fond memories 
of the daze when things were much simpler 
for the Dead, and seeing them all look so 

healthy and unpretentious; really moved 
me in a highly positive way. So despite the 
bizarre segments I was blown away with 
warmhearted remembrances of the Dead’s 
uncomplicated and joyful times when they 
all looked like they were having a blast. And 
you know these crazed hippies were doing 
that. Just look at those 1972 LSD and hemp 
induced grins that also fueled a lot of intense 
and high quality music! 

Note: “Sunshine Daydream” will be 
released on DVD, Blu-ray, and on vinyl. The 
Blu-ray and DVD versions include three 

C D ’ s 
of the 
e n t i r e 
show, plus a forty-page 
booklet packaged in a 
tie-die slipcase. Now avail-
able for pre-order now at: www/Dead.net/
Sunshine-Daydream 

Physical shipments are expected by mid 
September. Flashback and enjoy!

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. Now 

c e l e b r a t - i n g 
13 + years on the air at 

WFDU - http://wfdu.fm , 24x7 
On Demand Radio: http://wfdu.stream-

rewind.com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds 
of Blue is the most pledged to program for 5 
consecutive years. Senior Contributing Editor 
to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com , http://
WestchesterGuardian.com, and http://
YonkersTribune.com.

MUSIC

Performance in Grateful Dead Sunshine Daydream movie.

By RICH MONETTI
At the after school program 
I work at in Westchester, six 
year old Ana Laura displays 
no fear in running into 
the corners against boys 

twice her size in the make shift game of 
indoor hockey that we play with ping pong 
paddles and a rubber supermarket ball. “She 
doesn’t get intimidated,” noted 11-year-old 
Stephen Mains, but had she grown up in an 
age minus Title IX, it’s not just her athletic 
acumen that would be in jeopardy of never 
reaching full development.

In a speech at Dartmouth College 
recently, U.S. Gold Medal Soccer player 
Julie Foudy made an equitable compari-
son to Anna’s corners and extrapolated the 

impact outside the lines. “Learning how to 
give a speech before hundreds of thousands 
of people,” she says, “it’s ok, I can do this, 
because I’ve already done it on the field.”

A little closer to the air the rest of us 
breathe, the leadership skills Foudy devel-
oped over a sport’s life helped create a culture 
of hard work, team spirit, and goal setting on 
the National Team. As a result, it’s safe to 
say no athlete in their own personal learning 
curve ever needs to leave such things on the 
field.

Otherwise, at this point, Ana Laura 
is mostly unencumbered by many of the 
trivialities of her peers and always has a smile 
on her face. While probably just part of her 
make up, it certainly doesn’t hurt that she 
loves to get out there and give it everything 

she’s got.
A characteristic her two older brothers 

have always encouraged. But for girls less 
lucky, the possibility that this inclination 
would remain uncovered was far greater in 
1973 when only 300,000 girls participated in 
high school sports. Now reaching 3.1 million, 
economist Betsy Stevenson of the Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania 
have completed a state-by-state study to put 
actual numbers on what that little smile and 
big tenacity means.

Separating sports from a number of 
other factors, she found participation led to 
a 20% increase in women’s education and a 
40% rise in employment for women aged 
25-34.

Apparently having a very good sense of 
how significant Title IX would be, Senator 
Birch Bayh of Indiana gave the proposal its 
proper due when it was included as part of 
the 1972 Education Reform Bill.

Insightfully, he kept it all relatively quiet. 
Floating the 36-word clause as a hiring and 
employment measure, he made sure no one 
lobbied for it. “If we lobby, people will ask 
questions about the bill, and they will find 
out what it would really do,” Bayh revealed in 
the documentary, Sporting Chance.

Thus sneaking its way to Nixon’s desk, 
the impact didn’t become clear until the gov-
ernment published rules that gave colleges 
three years to comply with the gender 
equality provision of the overall act.

Of course, the establishment of law 
didn’t necessarily create change, but luckily 
there were already women athletes exercising 
leadership that outpaced the old order. At 
Yale, for instance, the women’s rowing team 
did not have showers like the men. They’d 
get on the bus overheated from practice, and 
without a shower to refresh, a cold too often 
awaited them.

They knew only a naked protest would 

do, according to Ginny Gilder of the 1976 
team. Descending on an administrator’s 
office, she told NPR, “We all turned around, 
took off our clothes and just stood there.”

The rowing team got its showers, and 
the message went out loud and clear to other 
schools.

Nonetheless, the success of Title IX has 
made many unaware of even its existence and 
leaves too many young people thinking that 
women’s sports are a given. Jackie Joyner-
Kersee thinks that’s a dangerous form of 
ignorance, and told Atlantic Magazine, it’s up 
to young women to take the baton so Title 
IX is not repealed or amended.

Ana Laura – for one – has what it takes, 
but she’ll definitely need others to take her 
lead while she’s busy here showing the boys 
how its done.

Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer since 
2003 and lives in Westchester.

SPORTS

Title IX, 40 Years Later

Is “Big Data” Really The Answer?
TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION
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Music: Grateful Dead
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records, and the list goes on and on! Add to this 
volume of information the e-mail and phone 
monitoring by the NSA and the photograph-
ing of snail mail by the US Postal Service and 
one realizes that there is very little that one can 
keep private. 

O’Harrow also gives examples of how 
misinformation entered into the vast network 
of data may create serious consequences for 
individuals, causing loss of job opportuni-
ties, screening by law enforcement, low credit 
ratings and other difficulties. In short, US 
Citizens may be at risk both because of correct 
and incorrect information about them.

Big Data also has a tertiary relationship 
with the constant drying up of jobs, which I 
have referred to as “Creative Disruption” over 
the last few years. Technological innovation 
in the fields of artificial intelligence, robotics, 
and telecommunications has massive changes, 
often “under the radar” to our society. Gone are 
book, music and photography stores; loan and 
mortgage decisions are made by computer; 
and data that used to require entry into forms 
and “keying” is captured digitally directly from 
the user. All of these innovations eliminate 
jobs and, while other jobs are created, they 
are usually less in number and require more 
education and greater intelligence than those 

replaced. The innovations also keep firms 
competitive, generally improve their profit 
margins, and lead to higher salaries for the 
innovators who made the changes possible 
(further expanding the “income equality” situa-
tion that has been an ongoing economic concern). 
The capturing of data at the user input stage 
-- on-line bill paying, EZ pass use, credit card 
use, etc. -- is the engine that feeds the Big 
Data input.

Now another criticism arises, one 
that relates neither to privacy concerns nor 
directly to the job displacement mentioned 
above. James Glantz’s August 18, 2013 New 
York Times opinion piece, “Is Big Data an 
Economic Big Dud?”(http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/08/18/sunday-review/is-
big-data-an-economic-big-dud.html) 
questions the long held belief that the age 
of Big Data has led / is leading to a new age 
of economy growth and prosperity. Glantz 
writes “Christened by the World Economic 
Forum as “the new oil” and “a new asset 
class,” these vast loads of data have been 
likened to transformative innovations like 
the steam locomotive, electricity grids, steel, 
air-conditioning and the radio. The astound-
ing rate of growth would make any parent 
proud. There were 30 billion gigabytes of 
video, e-mails, Web transactions and busi-
ness-to-business analytics in 2005. The total 
is expected to reach more than 20 times that 

figure in 2013, with off-the-charts increases to 
follow in the years ahead, according to Cisco, 
the networking giant.”

Glanz doesn’t question these figures 
but goes on to write “There is just one tiny 
problem: the economy is, at best, in the 
doldrums and has stayed there during the 
latest surge in Web traffic. The rate of pro-
ductivity growth, whose steady rise from 
the 1970s well into the 2000s has been 
credited to earlier phases in the computer and 
Internet revolutions, has actually fallen. The 
overall economic trends are complex, but an 
argument could be made that the slowdown 
began around 2005 — just when Big Data 
began to make its appearance. Those factors 
have some economists questioning whether 
Big Data will ever have the impact of the first 
Internet wave, let alone the industrial revo-
lutions of past centuries. One theory holds 
that the Big Data industry is thriving more 
by cannibalizing existing businesses in the 
competition for customers than by creating 
fundamentally new opportunities.”

He then goes on to quote a number of 
economists, including Joel Waldfogel, from 
the University of Minnesota, who points 
out that in some cases, online companies like 
Amazon and eBay are fighting among them-
selves for customers but in others — here is 
where the cannibals enter — the companies 
are eating up traditional advertising, media, 

music and retailing businesses and adds ““One 
falls, one rises — it’s pretty clear the digital 
kind is a substitute to the physical kind. So 
it would be crazy to count the whole rise in 
digital as a net addition to the economy.”

Glanz’s comments have brought forth 
a reaction. Esther Dyson, noted technology 
pundit and trained astronaut, commented 
on Dave Farber’s influential  “IP List” and 
pointed out that,  “outside of the US and Europe, 
the world’s economy *is* in fact growing, dra-
matically.” She added  “I would argue that the 
Internet made accessible through cell phones is one 
of the leading factors”. Most of the following 
respondents agreed with Esther’s comments 
with a number pointing out that we have not 
seen the real impact of Big Data because we 
do not have availed the really sophisticated 
data mining tools to maximize the use of data 
of the magnitude that is coming.

What is clear is that there will be 
both jobs lost and new jobs created as we 
move further down this path. A new job 
title, although still partially undefined, 
“Data Scientist” (http://www.cio.com/
article/718874/Data_Scientist_Role_Is_
Clear_Even_If_Job_Description_Isn_t), 
has come into vogue with undergraduate and 
graduate courses being offered and certifica-
tions developing. What is, however, equally 
clear is that new skills will have to be acquired 
by those wishing to move into this area, which 

the Harvard Business Review called “The 
Sexiest Job of the 21st Century”,  -- a case 
in point -- the “R” programming language 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R_(pro-
gramming_language) is used by most 
individuals and organizations examining and 
performing statistical analysis on large data 
sets -- it is not difficult to acquire this skill 
(I know that the idea of “programming” scares 
many) but a knowledge of statistics will also 
be necessary. 

It is also clear that many jobs, not only 
in the data gathering area, will be elimi-
nated as new ways of assessing government, 
law enforcement, education, and marketing 
success / failure are a result of this new “data 
science”. In short, the abilities to constantly 
adapt and learn are once again the most 
important attributes for our new creative dis-
ruptive age.

Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accelerating 
technology on the world around us. These changers 
normally happen under our personal radar until 
we find that the world as we knew it is no more. 

Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

Links to other writings, Podcasts, & TV / Radio 
Broadcasts at http://www.johnmac13.com
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By JOHN SIMON
There are musicals that are, 
in my view, neither good 
nor bad, merely indifferent. 
If theater were tested the 

way new drugs are, “Soul Doctor” would 
be a placebo, serving the purpose of setting 
off shows that have something to contrib-
ute. It comes to the Circle in the Square 
with music and additional lyrics by its pro-
tagonist Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach; book 
by David S. Wise, who also directed; and 
lyrics by David Schechter. It is not a bitter 
pill, merely one without any taste.

It purports to be “based on the real 
life story of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, and 
in a housebroken sort of way it no doubt 
is. The Rock ’n’ Roll (or Rock Star) Rabbi, 
as Carlebach was known, would no doubt 
approve the show the way a political can-
didate approves a TV commercial. Much 
depends on what is meant by “based on.” 
How worthwhile would be the story of 
Albert Schweitzer told as a comic strip? 
Or even that of Bob Dylan as a cartoon?

And just how authentic is even the 
rabbi’s music as orchestrated by Steve 
Margoshes with arrangements by him 

and Brian Koonin? The very title, “Soul 
Doctor,” that the singing rabbi doubtless 
earned during a lifetime of proselytizing 
for pacifism and religious tolerance, is nev-
ertheless questionable. Does what doctors 
the soul also benefit the mind? Can spiri-
tual uplift compensate for an intellectual 
downer?

The problem with “Soul Doctor,” 
on which the rabbi’s daughter, Neshama 
Carlebach, also collaborated, is that it 
is partly hagiography, and for the rest 
superficiality. It is a 2½ hour feel-good 
session, in which conflict is trivialized 
and setbacks are sentimentalized. One of 
the main plot elements is the friendship 
between Rabbi Shlomo and the black folk 

singer Nina Simone, which is catnip to 
liberals fantasizing about a great African 
American-Jewish alliance.

The show begins in Vienna, 1978. 
Decades earlier the Carlebachs escaped 
from Nazi Vienna to the USA, and 
resolved never to set foot in Austria again. 
But persuaded by Nina, Shlomo makes a 
triumphal return to Vienna, accompanied 
by his backup team of Holy Beggars. Why 

holy? We are told that whereas ordinary 
beggars take from you, these want to give 
to you. What they give is mostly derivative 
choreography from Benoit-Swan Pouffer 
(until recently director of Cedar Lake 
Contemporary Ballet), which, as Charles 
Isherwood correctly noted in the Times, 
is a bit “Fiddler on the Roof ” and a bit 
“Hair,” to which I would add more than a 
bit uninspired.

You get the picture right from the 
start in a concert in Vienna City Square, 
in the welcoming presence of the mayor, 
where Nina Simone introduces Carlebach 
to the crowd. He enters in a follow spot 
through the audience, hugging men and 

women on his way to the stage. His com-
panions, the Holy Beggars, dance and sing 
the repetitive and syncopated “Am Yisrael 
Chai,” consisting of numerous repeats of 
“Fathers are alive/ Mothers are alive/ Our 
sisters and our brothers/ All the children 
are alive.” That should give you an idea of 
the Schechter lyrics.

Pretty soon we go back in time, with 
little Shlomo and his brother Eli Chaim 

studying the Talmud under the ultraortho-
dox Reb Pinchas. When young Shlomo 
sassily inquires how they might have fun 
on Shabbos, Pinchas retorts, “Being a Jew 
is about pain and suffering! Joy is for the 
gentiles!” Well, the renegade joy of the 
show is not only for gentiles. In the loudly 
laughing, cheering, and participatorily 
clapping-along audience, only about a half 
wore yarmulkes, though even the bare-
headed, some of whom had to be Jewish, 
were clamorously enjoying the show.

We must obviously not take every-
thing Reb Pinchas says to heart; he even 
becomes the most dogged adversary 
of the grown Shlomo, hounding and 

disrupting him for his singing and popu-
larity at Haight-Ashbury, Berkeley, the 
Village Vanguard and all over the globe, 
and denouncing him as an apostate. The 
book is full of Jewish jokes old and new, as 
well as reveling in Shlomo and Nina’s joint 
endeavor in the combat of their respective 
kinds of racism.

There is nothing in “Soul Doctor” 
to prevent the joy of Jewish or gentile 

audiences, provided only that they have 
tolerance for clichés, feelgoodism, and 
superficiality.

The acting is highly respectable, with 
Eric Anderson a heartfelt yet nowise 
hammy Shlomo, beautifully sung and 
well plucked on his guitar. Amber Iman, 
statuesque and regal, is a powerfully voiced 
Nina, and sports more sumptuous Maggie 
Morgan costumes in a couple of hours 
than the real Simone may have worn in a 
lifetime.

The supporting cast is no less apt: 
Jamie Jackson and Jacqueline Antaramian 
as the Carlebach parents, Teddy Walsh 
and Ethan Khusidman neatly embodying 

the kiddie roles; Ron Orbach as a for-
midably blustering Reb Pinchas; Zarah 
Mahler as Ruth, presumably Shlomo’s 
wife, though the book is a bit vague on this 
point. Effective too is Michael Paternostro 
as Moisheleh, a singing and dancing Jew 
shot dead for doing so in public by the 
show’s single Nazi, and good too are a 
number of vivid other cast members

The Holy Beggar Band plays the 
agreeable music enthusiastically, and the 
lighting by Jeff Coiter is impeccable. The 
sets? Neil Patel is an expert at providing 
inexpensive scenery, in this case mostly a 
pair of multicolored inner curtains that get 
ample manipulation, as do a lot of colored 
ribbons hoisted by assorted dancers in a 
kind of ring-around-a-rosie. If this type of 
entertainment is to your liking, as it rau-
cously was to the audience I saw it with, 
don’t be put off by any of this; all I can say 
is l’chaim!

Photos by and courtesy of Carol 
Rosegg ©.

Circle in the Square Theatre, 1633 
Broadway, between Broadway and 8th 
Avenue – at 50th Street, New York, NY 
10019. To purchase, call www.Telecharge.
com at: (212) 239-6222, or outside the 
NY metro area,: (800) 872-8997.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts 
for the Hudson Review, New Leader, New 
Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, 
Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Medicine Show
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Eric Anderson as Shlomo Carlebach and Amber Iman as Nina 
Simone.

Eric Anderson as Shlomo Carlebach.(L-R): JC Schuster, Eric Anderson, Ian Paget, and Alexandra 
Frohlinger.

(L-R): Ethan Khusidman, JC Schuster, Michael Paternostro, Ian Paget, and Teddy Walsh. (L-R): Parcells, Abdur-Rahim Jackson, Vasthy Mompoint and Dianna Barger.

http://www.Telecharge.com
http://www.Telecharge.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
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Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

WRITING

So You Want To Be A Writer
By JOHN F. McMULLEN 
I’m approached fairly often; 
usually in Barnes & Noble, 
by people who want to be 
writers. They have either seen 
my columns in The Westchester 

Guardian or have been told that I have written 
books and feel that I may be able to point 
them in the proper direction to get their life 
story into the hands of the millions who will 
flock to purchase their opus. As the thought 
“If they only knew” invariably runs through my 
head as I begin to both try to encourage them 
and bring them into the reality of the fact that 
writing is very hard work.

I first encourage them to read and write 
all the time. Writers write! Writers read! I 
suggest strongly that they read Stephen King’s 
“On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft,” the best 
book on writing that I have ever read (and 
I’ve read many). King not only shows you 
the discipline of his writing life-- when he 
writes, what his writing environment is -- 
but reviews his writing history, dealing with 
the rejection of many of his stories but still 
plugging on. It is evident that King knew, no 
matter what others might have thought, that 
he was a writer! That is very important -- as 
the great relief pitcher for the 1973 New York 
Mets, Frank “Tug” McGraw repeatedly said 
“You Gotta Believe” -- and you do.  

I also encourage them to read Annie 
Lamott’s “Bird by Bird: Some Instructions 
on Writing and Life.” As with King’s book, 
Lamott’s covers more than simply the 
mechanics of writing -- she gets into character 
description and plot. 

Next, I tell them that they must master 
the tools of the trade -- they must have a 
computer, Windows system or Macintosh, 
with Internet connectivity and they must be 
able to output files in Microsoft Word format 
(that does not mean that they have to use Microsoft 
Word; many word processing programs will write 
out files in that format). There is no way around 
this -- it is what editors and agents expect.

Then, I suggest that those who want 
to be writers (“TWWTBW”) find a writer’s 
group near them and attend meetings. There 
is a group that meets weekly in a library 
near my home / office. At the meeting, the 
writers, held to a strict time limit, read from 
their works-in-process and, then, subject 
themselves to criticisms from the group. The 
criticisms are usually encouraging and aimed 
at making the work better but can also be 
pointed and somewhat harsh. It is impera-
tive that a writer has some understanding of 
the reaction of her / his readers and the better 
the criticism, the better the finished product 
should be.

My writing crosses multiple catego-
ries and, in each, I have a different goal in 

interacting with the reader:
Non-Fiction -- In my weekly columns 

and magazine pieces, I want to help the reader 
to understand what I understand about a 
particular topic. If the reader comes away 
confused or less interested in the topic than 
when she / he began reading, then I have 
failed.

Poetry -- I write poetry for myself -- to 
help me reflect on the world around me and 
understand my own feelings and reactions to 
things. I hope the reader will both buy my 
works, enjoy the writing, and gain something 
from my insights -- but, “when push comes to 
shove,” I really don’t care about the reaction -- I 
write the poetry for me.

Fiction and Memoir -- In these catego-
ries, I’m telling stories and, therefore, I want to 
present the stories in a manner that will hold 
the interest of my readers. If I cannot hold 
their interest, then I might as well not have 
written the piece or book.

Participants in this type of writers groups 
cannot be thin-skinned or defensive. They 
must note all criticisms, weigh them as to 
whether they would be comfortable altering 
their work to encompass them -- it is, after all 
your work.

I also attend regular programs at the 
Hudson Valley Writer’s Center (http://writ-
erscenter.org/), a marvelous organization 
with an ongoing very impressive schedule 
of talks, courses, and a monthly “Open Mic” 
where writers can read any type of writing, 
subject to a five-minute limitation.

After recommending the books and 
writing groups, if I’m in Barnes & Noble, I 
point the person to the “Writing Section” in 
the rear of the store where there are a legion 
of books on how to do all aspects of writing, 
contacting of agents, marketing & promotion, 
etc. -- in short, all aspects of the writing and 
publishing process.

By this time, the would-be writer usually 
realizes that “there is a lot to this” -- and this 
dissuades some from pursuing their new 
dream. This is not my intention; I just do not 
want any unrealistic expectations to suck these 
people in and then let them crash.

Writing is difficult, no matter what type 
it is. I write one or two columns per week and 
try to find time for magazine submissions, 
poetry, and work on a novel. It not only keeps 
me very busy but also, in some ways, changes 
my focus on reality. I’m always looking at 
things around me to consider whether what’s 
going on around me is fodder for a column, a 
poem, or a podcast.

The great New York Herald Tribune and 
New York Times sports columnist Walter 
“Red” Smith, writing about the difficulty of 
writing a regularly scheduled column said 
that sometimes, “you have to sit down at the 
typewriter and open a vein.” I know the feeling 
(even though it’s at a computer keyboard now).

Part of the reason for such pressure, other 
than the schedule of weekly columns, is that 
I, unlike Smith, am a professional freelance 
writer, dependent on writing for my income. 
Writers in that category are always looking for 
new venues, new ideas, new contacts, etc. That 
is a pressure that my TWWTBW friends 
won’t have -- at least in the foreseeable future.

Twasn’t always the case -- for years I was 

a technologist (or professor) who wrote -- and 
over time, I wrote over 1,500 columns and 
articles for such publications as The Computer 
Shopper, Chicago Tribune, National Review, 
InfoWorld, Lear’s, PC Magazine, Computer 
Living /NY and Newsbytes (an online technol-
ogy news service where I was also the East Coast 
editor). None of this writing was ever my main 
source of income so the pressure was inciden-
tal and writing was fun.

It is still fun -- even more so because 
the pressure of the columns, particularly the 
technology ones, requires me to keep reading, 
researching, and learning -- only those who 
have written for publication know what a kick 
it is to see your words in print. 

It’s a tougher market now than it was 
as newspapers and magazines merge, fold, 
or reduce frequency (only two of the publica-
tions mentioned above still appear in print) but 
it is still exciting -- and it excites me to see 
how many people seemingly have a need to 

write -- the ones who show up every week to 
present what they have done in the week (my 
only concern is that, for some, that is the end of it 
-- they never submit for publication. They lack 
confidence and are afraid of rejection. They must 
accept rejection as part of the learning process). 
Additionally, some of the TWWTBW who 
have met me at Barnes & Noble begin to turn 
up at the Writers Center or tell me that they 
have read the King book and are starting the 
novel / short story / or poem – and that is a 
reward in itself.

Even in a competitive market place, there 
is room for talent -- so come in, the water’s 
fine -- but you have to work at it!

Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com

Link to Books, Radio Interviews & Podcasts – 
http://www.johnmac13.com

http://writerscenter.org/
http://writerscenter.org/
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
http://www.johnmac13.com
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GOVERNMENTSection
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By PEGGY GODFREY
The crowd gathered at the 
American Legion Post 
8 on August 21, 2013, to 
learn New Rochelle’s plans 
for redeveloping the New 

Rochelle Armory. A design competition by 
the city had elicited 28 proposals which were 
judged by an eight panel jury. The updated 
list of jurors had been released on July 16: 
David Kappel, professor; Robert Rogers, 
architect; Abby Hamlin, developer; Kate 
Orff; Signe Nelson; Greg Merchant, devel-
oper and real estate broker (also a member 
of New Rochelle’s Industrial Development 
Agency); James Fleming, architect and East 
End resident; Chris Selin, former council-
woman and nearby resident; and City Clerk, 
Bennie Giles. Professor William Menking is 
chairman of the committee. 

Ron Tocci, Co-chair of the Save Our 
Armory Group, greeted the nearly l00 resi-
dents and told them about the latest efforts 
that were being made to redevelop the city’s 
Armory. The request for New Rochelle 
Armory proposals had been advertised in 
ArchPaper. Prospective developers of the 

Armory were asked to submit their ideas 
in the form of a letter narrative. Save Our 
Armory Committee’s proposal was not 
one of the twelve selected. Tocci, a former 
New York State Assemblyman, gave a brief 
summary of how the City of New Rochelle 
had received the Armory from the State of 
New York being in working condition and 
emphasized that to his knowledge “none” of 
the proposals had a developer. 

Moises Valencia was introduced and 
claimed that the City of New Rochelle 
website was edited overnight with regard to 
Armory proposals. He said he had joined the 
Save Our Armory group in March. In June, 
New Rochelle launched this website which 
was devoid of any information other than a 
website address. In July the criteria indicat-
ing what the City was planning to do was 
divulged on the site; information relevant 
to the public was non-existent. The website 
confined itself in addressing the competitors. 
Joyce Furfero, chair of the Confederation 
of Neighborhood Associations, noted the 
actual wording on the website had changed. 

“A Pratt professor was in control of 
the website”, Moises Valencia continued. 

The jury names, important dates and the 
criteria for submissions were edited, and 
all that could be learned is that the Save 
Our Armory proposal was eliminated. 
Announcement of winning participants was 
supposed to be made on August 9, 2013. It 
is now two weeks later and winners have not 
been made public. 

Moises Valencia advised that three extra 
dates were added: two for Public Viewing at 
City Hall and one to choose which proposal 
over who will be designated the developer. 
He suggested there has been “purposeful 
deception” and suggested sending official 
Freedom of Information Law (F.O.I.L.) 
requests to City Clerk Bennie Giles who is a 
jury member. Official notice of on what day 
the committee met or how the finalists were 
chosen is unknown. 

According to Tocci, there was only one 
vote cast by the jury for the New Rochelle 
veterans’ proposal. Tocci referenced Mayor 
Noam Bramson’s radio interview one 
morning during which Mayor Bramson 
said he knew nothing about the jurors. Tocci 
advised it is proper for the City Council 
to cast the final vote on the proposals. 

Developers, he said, make 
proposals because they are 
interested in the money 
they can make. 

The Armory is part of 
the Echo Bay area which 
Forest City Residential 
has been proposing to 

develop. Part of this plan includes using 
parking space on the Armory’s site. Jeffrey 
Hastie, a school board member and member 
of Citizens for a Better New Rochelle, a 
predominantly Democratic Party affiliated 
group, also addressed the crowd. Hastie 
suggested that the $25 million bond the 
New Rochelle City Council had approved 
to move the City Yard for the Forest City 
Residential Plan “is going to grow.” Forest 
City Residential will get an abatement that 
will save them $20 million. The $45 million 
the city needs to fund this project will 
amount to “no benefit for residents.” 

Referring to www.calltoacction.org, 
Hastie felt the developer can receive about 
25% of its revenue from the government. 
He illustrated using a bait and switch 
deal in Pittsburgh. The developer wanted 
$20 million for a Liberty City mixed-use 
loan. They paid back $9 million and said 
they could not pay $11 million more and 
were allowed to pay $9 million. Two years 
later Forest City sold the development for 
$70 million. This amounted to a loss for 
that city but a huge gain for Forest City. 
In September, Hastie predicted the New 
Rochelle City Council will likely vote for the 
Forest City Residential proposal, but Hastie 
suggests residents can still fight the proposal. 
Hastie cited the amount of funding Forest 
City Resident proposed to pay the schools 
was “not enough.” He wanted to know how 
the school can get the money needed. There 
is also the possibility that the developer will 

not be able to obtain financing. 
Hastie added that when Liberty City 

was sold, Forest City’s CEO said his firm 
wanted to be involved in “core areas” such as 
New York City or Washington, D.C. New 
Rochelle is not a “core market.” Clearly, 
moving the City Yard to Beechwood 
Avenue is insufficient for the needs of that 
department. Additional land costs will raise 
the total costs to about $45 million. Hastie 
offered the group signs that had been 
prepared against the Echo Bay project. After 
the meeting many residents took signs to 
place on their lawns. 

Beth Acocella, president of the East 
End Civic League, asked who would be 
able to rent the Echo Bay apartments. As 
an example she said Monroe College has 
rented ten to fifteen units in the New Roc 
apartments and would place three students 
in one-bedroom apartments. The college has 
also just initiated a football team with 150 
players. Their use of the City Park field was 
also discussed.

Tocci summed up the consensus of 
the Save Our Armory group by saying 
they demand the city’s frivolous spending 
be stopped. The lawsuits and petitions for 
charter changes are still in the planning 
stages. 

Councilman Lou Trangucci added that 
the charter revision was a “good idea.” The 
city, he asserted, is out of control on bonding. 
He suggested that borrowing by the city 
needs to be limited to a certain percent of 
the operating budget. Presently the property 
tax brings in approximately $55 million and 

Save Our Armory Proposal Reinstated after Protest Meeting
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Continued on page 15
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sales tax revenues equaling $25 million for a 
budget topping out at $110 million. A panel 
that was appointed last year to come up with 
new fees to impose on residents suggested 

charging residents for water discharged into 
sewer pipes. Trangucci is averse to this type 
of additional budget financing. 

Tocci reminded the group that the 
veterans had been shunned by the city 
even though a superior proposal by Shop 

Architects had been presented at City Hall 
last year. 

 The day after this meeting, Tocci 
was contacted by the Development 
Commissioner, Luiz Aragon, who said one 
winning entry applicant had backed out of 
the competition, which meant Save Our 

Armory proposal was again in the running.
According to Kathy Gilwit the com-

petition is moving into Phase II and four 
semi-finalists are expected to be named by 
October 15th. The public will be invited to 
an exhibit of these finalists and to participate 
in the process

 Detailed information about the 
competition can be found at http://www.
newrochellecompetition.archpaper.com/. 
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and former 
educator.

Save Our Armory Proposal Reinstated after Protest Meeting
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TAX EXEMPTIONS

The New York State Tax Department today, 
Tuesday, August 20, 2013, unveiled an easy, 
fast and secure online STAR Registration 
platform for homeowners currently receiv-
ing the Basic STAR property tax exemption. 
The system will facilitate Governor Cuomo’s 
2013-14 Budget initiative to save New York 
taxpayers millions by eliminating inappropri-
ate STAR property tax exemptions.

The STAR Program provides 2.6 
million homeowners with savings on their 
school property tax bills each year, but is only 
available for an individual’s or family’s primary 
residence. The Governor’s initiative follows a 
Tax Department investigation that showed 

some homeowners were receiving the exemp-
tion on more than one property.

“This balanced approach protects the 
integrity of the STAR program and guards 
taxpayer dollars from those who seek to 
game the system,” said Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo. “The registration program 
provides an accessible, convenient and secure 
way for qualified homeowners to retain their 
exemption.”

 “Local assessors monitor Basic STAR in 
their communities, but do not have the ability 
to know if an individual is receiving STAR in 
any of the other 1,000 localities statewide,” 

said Commissioner of Taxation and Finance 
Thomas H. Mattox. “This is the first registra-
tion in the STAR Program’s 15-year history, 
and it will eliminate inappropriate and fraud-
ulent exemptions.”

Easy Registration Online or by Phone
The Tax Department is mailing letters 

to all 2.6 million Basic STAR recipients. 
The letter includes registration instructions 
for the Department’s online application. 
It also provides homeowners with a tele-
phone number for registration or questions 
– 518-457-2036.

The deadline for completing the registra-
tion is December 31, 2013.

Letters are being delivered to all Basic 
STAR recipients in the following Central 
New York counties this week: Broome, 
Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Jefferson, 
Lewis, Madison, Oneida, Onondaga, 
Oswego, Tioga and Tompkins. The statewide 
mailing schedule is available online.

Senior Citizens Receiving Enhanced 
STAR Not Impacted

The registration applies only to Basic 
STAR recipients; senior citizens receiving 
the Enhanced STAR exemption are not 
impacted. In order to continue receiving 
Enhanced STAR, seniors must continue to 
apply annually or participate in the Income 
Verification Program.

Eligibility for Basic STAR
The Basic STAR exemption is avail-

able for owner-occupied, primary residences 
where the combined income of resident 
owners and their spouses is $500,000 or less. 
Married couples with multiple residences 
are only eligible to receive one Basic STAR 
exemption.

The average homeowner benefit as 
a result of Basic STAR is $700 annually. 
Statewide, total savings are nearly $1.9 billion 
each year. The Basic and Enhanced STAR 
exemptions are the only property tax exemp-
tions reimbursed by New York State.

Registration Affects Exemptions in 
2014 and Beyond

The registration program will impact 

Basic STAR exemptions for 2014 and 
beyond; it does not impact 2013 exemptions. 
Homeowners will not have to re-register every 
year – based on the information provided in 
the registration process, the Tax Department 
will monitor homeowners’ eligibility in future 
years.

For more information
Register online at www.tax.ny.gov
Call 518-457-2036 to register by phone 

or to speak to a representative
Statewide mailing schedule
YouTube video
Online demo
The STAR Registration Media Center 

includes graphics, public service announce-
ments and other press-friendly links

Follow us on Twitter for real-time STAR 
Registration updates

Tax Department Launches Statewide STAR Registration
Program will save New York taxpayers millions by eliminating inappropriate exemptions; Central New York will be first to receive letters

Continued from page 14

http://www.newrochellecompetition.archpaper.com/
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HOUSING

Governor Cuomo Announces $71 Million to Build Thousands 
of Affordable Housing Units Across NY State
Funding Expected to Leverage Hundreds of Millions in Public and Private Resources and Advance State’s Housing Goals
ALBANY, NY -- Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo today, August 21, 2013, announced 
that $71 million is now available through 
New York State Homes & Community 
Renewal (HCR) for shovel-ready projects 
to build affordable housing units across the 
state.

“Expanding affordable housing for 
New Yorkers in need has been a priority of 
the administration over the last two years,” 
Governor Cuomo said. “This latest invest-
ment will leverage hundreds of millions in 
public and private resources to further our 
goal of ensuring every New York family 
has access to housing, as well as launching 
shovel-ready construction projects across the 
state.”

The Early Award and Unified Funding 
Rounds for 2013 incorporate several new 
elements which reinforce the State’s housing 
goals, including Disaster Relief Projects, 
Transit-Oriented Development, and 
projects in the Fort Drum Impact Area.

HCR Commissioner/CEO Darryl 
C. Towns said, “Governor Andrew Cuomo 
has charged state agencies to bring state 
resources together with local and federal 
resources in the most productive way. For 
us, that means working with our partners 
to create and preserve affordable housing, 
and doing it differently based on the diverse 
needs of specific regions. We will be looking 
for projects that will make a difference in 
local communities, and will leverage other 
resources, both public and private.”

Updates to the Unified Funding 
awards for 2013 include new resources in 
the Community Investment Fund (CIF) 
which appropriates $5 million for the new 
Rural and Urban Community Investment 
Fund; energy efficiency/green building per-
formance requirements; and considerations 
for cost effectiveness. Of the new $5 million 
allocated for CIF awards, 60% percent will 
be allocated to projects in urban areas of 
New York State, and the remaining 40% 
will be allocated to projects in rural areas of 
the State. CIF funds can support the non-
residential piece of mixed-use affordable 
housing developments in rural and urban 
areas, and in rural areas will support the 
preservation and rehabilitation of existing 
affordable housing. For projects to be eligible 
for the Early Awards they must be high 
quality, shovel-ready projects which advance 
one of the State’s specific housing goals, 
which include:
• Priority projects identified in Regional 
Economic Development Council (REDC) 
plans
• Fort Drum Impact Area projects (North 

Country)
• Disaster Relief Projects (for communi-
ties directly impacted by Superstorm Sandy, 
Hurricane Irene or Tropical Storm Lee)
• Mixed-income/mixed-use revitalization
• Supportive housing projects serving 
veterans with special needs
• NYS Office for People with Development 
Disabilities (OPWDD) supportive housing 
projects
• Housing Opportunity Projects
• Transit-Oriented Development (TOD)
• Mitchell-Lama Portfolio Projects
• Rural Preservation Projects
• State Public Housing Restructuring 
Projects

The funds are available through HCR’s 
Unified Funding Application, a single-
source process to apply for several funding 
streams for affordable, multifamily develop-
ments. The unified application streamlines 
the process, as part of the Governor’s efforts 
to break down the inefficient and duplica-
tive silos that had previously governed state 
funding.

The $71 million is expected to leverage 
hundreds of millions of dollars in public 
and private resources. In 2012, HCR made 
33 awards, totaling $91 million in low-
interest loans and tax credits to build and 
preserve 2,060 units of affordable housing. 
The projects leveraged over $485 million in 
grants, loans and private resources.

In this round of funding, applicants 
are competing for: low-interest loans 
through the Low-Income Housing Trust 
Fund Program (HTF); Federal Low-
Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC); 
the HOME Capital Program; State Low-
Income Housing Tax Credits (SLIHC), and 
the Community Investment Fund (CIF). 
Specifically, applications will be accepted for:
• HTF - $32 million

• LIHTC - $25 million
o $22,000/unit maximum
o $1.43 million/project maximum ($1.65 
million for projects in which 50% or more 
of the units built will serve large families or 
persons with special needs)
• HOME Capital - $5 million (subject to 
availability of appropriations)
• SLIHC - $4 million
o $20,000/unit maximum
o $750,000/project maximum
• CIF (Community Investment Fund) - $5 
million

The application and reference mate-
rials are available on the HCR website 
at http://www.nyshcr.org/Funding/
UnifiedFundingMaterials/2013/index.htm.

The deadline for Early Round projects 
is Thursday, October 10, 2013, with other 
project applications due Thursday, December 
5, 2013.

The Governor also announced that 
HCR staff will be conducting Unified 
Funding Application workshops across the 
state. Scheduling details are listed below:
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2013 at 10:00 AM

Rochester City Council Chambers
City Hall – Room 302
30 Church St.
Rochester, NY 14614

Monday, September 9, 2013 at 10:00 AM
Hampton Plaza Ballroom
38-40 State Street
Albany, NY 12207

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 at 10:30 AM
Room 510
25 Beaver St,
New York, NY 10004

No pre-registration is necessary. 
Any questions regarding workshops or 
the application process can be directed 
to UnifiedFunding@nyshcr.org or to the 
appropriate Regional Office.

http://www.nyshcr.org/Funding/UnifiedFundingMaterials/2013/index.htm
http://www.nyshcr.org/Funding/UnifiedFundingMaterials/2013/index.htm
mailto:UnifiedFunding@nyshcr.org
http://www.nyshcr.org/AboutUs/contact.htm
http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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OP-ED

By BOB BOGEN
Recent news stories 
about the Middle East 
mumble about stone 
throwing as a ”Rite of 
Passage,” a “Coming of 

Age” to demonstrate their achievement 
into adulthood for young folks struggling 
under Israeli rule. 

It seems relatively innocent, largely 
a young folks expression within a con-
tinuing “low-key” asymmetrical war, 
where rockets, bombs, and suicide-mass 
murder are usually the reports we hear of 
Palestinians in their war against Israelis. 
In either event all such practices are parts 
of a war where humans are maimed or 
slaughtered.

It somehow recalls the gang ritual 
requiring at least one personally demon-
strated murder to qualify as a full-fledged 
adult member. Some might even suggest 
the old pattern of some native Americans 
and require “successful” stone throwers 
wear one or more dried scalps. Or 
consider the practice of head-hunting 
tribes to display a shrunken skull to prove 
their “adulthood.”

The simple conceit of judging such 
conventionally viewed “childish play” of 
rock throwing as a Rite of Passage into 
adulthood is a problem. Yes, rocks seldom 
hit any target. And yes, they have maimed 
of killed when they do actually hit their 
target, particularly when car windows 
have been smashed.

Yet bullets in return may seem unfair, 
and in any event even criminal arrest and 
conviction may not be possible. Perhaps a 
more capitalist/economic response would 
be more practical and possibly, even, more 
generally effective. As a Quaker who 
seeks non-violent response to injustice 
and violence, it would seem conceivably 
useful that for each stone thrown one 
or more community members would 
be publicly restrained, prevented from 
entry into Israel for jobs they usually 
perform for day, or more. A substantial 
test would not be very costly, and would 
not engender a great deal of human rights 
outrage locally or internationally, as is the 
case when lethal force is the response

In any event the ultimate preven-
tion would be the resolution of various 
legitimate complaints for any arbitrary 
confiscation of land or other govern-
mental and personal abuses that fuel such 
violence, including throwing stones. Of 
course, Palestinian homes are not of glass, 

but the ancient caution, paraphrases in 
the title of this article, only suggests that 
those in vulnerable circumstances might 
well use some caution when reaching for 
stones or using other violence.

Surely we, with most Israelis, 
believe there will soon be a new state 
for Palestinians. However in recent years 
major differences between the eastern 
and western territories occupied by 
Palestinians even suggest that the so-
called Two-State Solution for Palestinians 
and Israelis may itself be obsolete. Several 
decades ago, when I served as a major 
United Nations official in Pakistan, it 
was clear that the Two-State Solution 
to the many violent conflicts between 
Hindus and Muslims, between India 
and Pakistan, was not working, was insuf-
ficient. And so their developed a Three 
State Solution with India between West 
Pakistan and the much smaller, East 
Pakistan. Therefore they became Pakistan, 
on the west, and the much smaller, 
Bangladesh, on the opposite side of India. 
Perhaps a similar Three-State Solution is 
now necessary for Palestinians to resolve 
their intractable conflicts including their 
basic approach to their nationhood. 

Not far away, in Egypt, the US 
is funding military supplies for more 
dramatic violence, that is mass-murder 
of a thousand, or many more, unarmed 
civilian protesters against the dramatic 
national coup by the military. All the 
recent mumbling in Washington hints 
at miscellaneous justifications to continue 
our huge support to the Egyptian military, 
such as Egyptian bribing US “rights of 
passage” crossing the Suez Canal, through 
north-eastern Egypt to the Persian Gulf, 
plus their holding hostage our possible 
influence for cooperation in dealing with 
Syria, Iran and Israel, serious matters all, as 
well as our interest in promoting democ-
racy for Egypt, obviously not now, but 
possibly at some much later date, decade, 
or century.

It was dramatically demonstrated 
in the Arab Spring, certainly including 
Egypt then and now, that young people 
there, as well as in other largely Muslim 
nations, are very widely very strongly 
interested in Democracy. Of course this 
was all made possible by the technological 
revolution of nation-wide Social Media. 
But the Egyptian military has quite a 
conflicting perspective.

This is not merely the serious threat 
of General/President Eisenhower’s 

warning of a “Military-Industrial 
Complex,” as in pre World War II Italy 
under Benito Mussolini. Mussolini 
described Fascism as a Corporate State. 
The Egyptians have gone a step further, 
beyond Fascism, simplifying the complex 
arrangements between military and cor-
porations that we see in our own complex 
and pathetically hazardous politics. With 
great amounts of US dollars, many thou-
sands of millions, that is to say many 
billions over the years, we have facili-
tated the military to incorporate many 
companies into military outright owner-
ship. Surely, with such a simple national 
system, any democratic process is “not 
convenient.” Perhaps to avoid responsi-
bility for such military economic power, 
it would even be wise not to give major 
aid to any military that has great direct 
economic power.

On top of all those issues we are said 
to be threatened that other fabulously rich 
Arab oil states, including Saudi Arabia 
and the Persian Gulf principalities, they 
will provide as much cash for arms such 
as we have if we stop our current lethal 
weapons gifts. Come on now, is that a 
threat or an opportunity to reduce our 
deadly involvement?

Perhaps by the date this text is pub-
lished such understanding of these issues 
will have brought President Obama and 
Washington to cut off all such misused 
military aid. As a nation our history has 
been seriously blighted by direct military 
misadventures. The world and history will 
not judge our guilt kindly if we give 1.3 
billion dollars more, now, in lethal aide to 
the Egyptian military in the face of the 
recent intolerable huge and grotesque 
atrocities by them. 
Bob K. Bogen: BA Antioch College; MCP 
University of Pennsylvania; served as 
Long-Range Planning Director for the 
New York Metropolitan Regional 
Planning Commission, which ended in the 
South Tower of the World Trade Center; 
Planning Director for the New England 
Regional Commission; Comprehensive 
Planning Director or for the United Nations 
Development Program in Pakistan; 
Board Chairman of the Communications 
Committee for the United Nations; Principal 
Representative of Architects/ Designers/ 
Planners for Social Responsibility to the 
United Nations; and Chair of the Quaker 
Regional Committee for Peace and Social 
Order for eight Friends congregations in the 
New York Metropolitan Region.

Throwing Stones From Glass Houses

OP EDSection

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.7166666667,-74.0&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.7166666667,-74.0%20%28New%20York%20City%29&t=h
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.7116666667,-74.0125&spn=0.01,0.01&q=40.7116666667,-74.0125%20%28World%20Trade%20Center%29&t=h
http://www.undp.org
http://www.undp.org
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L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY authority filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/5/13. NY 
off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, 
NY 10514. NJ address of LLC: 400 Interpace 
Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ 07054. Arts of org. 
on file with NJ Secretary of State P.O. Box 300 
Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, 
NY 10455. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yon-
kers, NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 
248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to C/O Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity

517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY authority 
filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/6/13. Juris. 
of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. NY off. Loc. in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 517RG LLC  Robert A. Greene 
PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY 10514. NJ address 
of LLC: 24 Westminster DR Montville, NJ 07045. 
Arts of org. on file with NJ Secretary of State 
P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. 

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scars-
dale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

THE LANGUAGE PARLOR, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/27/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to C/O United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Reg-
istered Agent United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228.

TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 142 Lincoln Ave 
Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 10706. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC PO Box 359 New 
Rochelle, NY 11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Seven, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is designated as 
agent upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/her 
to DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity

MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NEMO’S VENTURE I LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/7/13. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 317 Canti-
toe St Bedford Hills, NY 10507. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. Registered Agent Robert Ne-
meth 317 Cantitoe St Bedford Hills, NY 10507. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Merritt Capital and Consulting LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed with Secy of State (SSNY) on April 18, 2013. 
Office Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail copy of process against LLC to prin-
cipal business address: 5 Pheasant Dr., Armonk, 
NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of ZANICK Six, LLC a do-
mestic Limited Liability Company (LLC). Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of NY on 7/15/2013. NY office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. Secy of State is designated as 
agent upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secy of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/her 
to DACK Consulting Solutions, 2 William street 
suite 202 White Plains, NY 10601.  Purpose: To 
engage in any lawful act or activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Harr-Ray Enterprises, LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
the Secy of State (SSNY) on June 26, 2013.  Off. 
Loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as agent for 
service on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: 100 Riverdale Ave., Ste. 16-J, Yonkers, NY 
10701.   Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of formation of Coopers Dog Training 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. Filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 6/20/2013. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process served to: 
22 Yerkes Rd. N. Salem, NY 10560: purpose any 
lawful ac

EZRA STOLLER ARCHIVE, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 8/9/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 222 Valley Pl 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of Stand Style Distillers, LLC 
Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 8/20/13. Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: Stand 
Style Distillers, 38 East Devonia, Mount Vernon, 
New York 10552. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

LE G A L  A D S

LE G A L  A D S

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. 
Rent  

$900/Month 
2 Room Office Space:  

1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. En-
trance. 

Call 914.613.7487

ARTS & Craft Vendors 
Wanted

Arts, Craft and Gift Fair to 
be held indoors in Bronx-
ville, NY by Building 
Hope for the New Yon-
kers Animal Shelter New 
items only - contact: Ju-
lie 914-924-0708; Email: 
GingerJ415@aol.com 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 08/13/20131                    INDEX NO. 57671/2012
NYSCEF DOC. NO. 19                                                           RECEIVED NYSCEF: 08/13/2013 
                                SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Deutsche Bank National Trust Company as Trustee for               Index  No. 57671/2012
the Certificate holders  of the GSAA Home Equity Trust
2005-2,  Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2005-2           SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

                                                                            Plaintiff,
                                    
                                       -against-

 

 
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in this action and to serve a 
copy of your Answer or, if the Complaint is not served with this Summons, to serve a 
Notice of Appearance on the attorneys for the plaintiff within twenty (20) days after 
service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or within thirty (30) days 
after service is complete if this Summons  is not personally delivered to you within 
the State of New York).  In case of your failure to appear or answer, judgment will be 
taken against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE  OF ACTION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure 
$495,200.00  and interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County of WEST-
CHESTER on February 14, 2005, at Control No. 442920281, covering premises known as 
11 Dunster Road, Mount Kisco, NY 10549.

The relief sought in the within action is a final judgment directing the sale of the prem-
ises described above to satisfy the debt secured by the Mortgage described above.

 
NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER  OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and  complaint by serving  a copy of  the an-
swer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding 
against you and filing the answer with  the court, a default  judgment may be entered 
and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where  your case is pending for further infor-
mation on how to answer the summons and  protect your property. Sending a pay-
ment to your  mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action. YOU MUST 
RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE  ANSWER  ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

By:  
Stephen J. Wallace, Esq. 
Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, Weisman & Gordon, 
LLP Attorneys for Plaintiff
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706 
(631) 969-3100
Our File No.:01-042339-FOO

Plaintiff designates
Westchester County 
as the place
of trial. Venue is
based upon the
County in which 
the mortgage 
premises
IS situated

Marcy Timpone, if living and if any be dead, any and 
all persons who are spouses, widows, grantees, 
mortgagees, lienors, heirs, devisees, distributees, or 
successors in interest of such of the above as may be 
dead, and their spouses, heirs, devisees, distributees 
and successors in interest, all of whom and whose 
names and places of residences  are unknown to 
Plaintiff, New Century Mortgage Corporation, Joshua 
A. Greenwald, M.D., United States of America-Inter-
nal Revenue Service, New York State Department of 
Taxation and Finance,
                                                                         Defendants.

UNCOMMON SENSE

The Optics or The Coptics, Mr. President?
By JOHN JAMES 
KIRKWOOD
A “Black” Church burns in 
the USA and the race-bait-
ers of the mainstream media 
get all stoked up! They get 

to resurrect their Mississippi Burning script 
again. But dozens of “Black” Churches burn 
in Bill Kristol’s Arab Spring and the pressti-
tutes want to talk about Bradley Manning’s 
sentence, Lindsay Lohan’s birthday and Will 
Smith’s divorce.

As a Christian and an American citizen, 
I am calling on the President of the United 
States to immediately offer asylum to the 
Christians in Egypt who are under extreme 
and life threatening duress! 

As Israel in the ‘80’s and ‘90’s accom-
plished in Operations Moses and Solomon 
with their airlifts of Ethiopian Jews from 
hostile areas; the Christians of the world are 
calling on you Mr. President to airlift this 
beleaguered minority before this becomes 

the first anti-Christian pogrom in Egypt in 
nearly 700 years.

Maybe you and the Mrs. could forego 
the next few vacations and divert a plane or 
two to the Coptic Christians who are being 
targeted? Maybe your dog could fly coach?

Maybe you can really take up arms in 

the war against women and make a call to 
one of your brothers in the Ummah - tell 
them to stop parading Nuns around in the 
streets like they’re Nazis at Nuremberg? 
Maybe you and your National Security 
staff could worry less about optics and more 
about Coptics? Maybe you could pretend 

Continued on page 19

Spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M) 
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8 
Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT

mailto:GingerJ415@aol.com
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Pursuant to the provisions of Section 4-118 of the Election Law, notice is hearby given that the offical Primary Election will 
be held on September 10, 2013, from 6:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. for enrolled voters of the  Democratic, Republican, Conservative, 
Working Families, Independence and Green Parties in those political subdivisions of Westchester for which public offices are 
contested, as follows:

PUBLIC OFFICE-DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Westchester County Legislator - 7th Legislative District
Westchester Count Legislator -17th Legislative District

Town of Cortlandt - Councilmember
Town of Greenburgh - Supervisor
Town of Greenburgh - Town Clerk
Town of North Castle -Supervisor

Town of Ossining - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

City of Mount Vernon - Councilmember
City of Yonkers -Council President

City of Yonkers - Councilmember, 2nd Council District

PUBLIC OFFICE - REPUBLICAN PARTY
Town of Mount Pleasant - Councilmember

Town of North Castle - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

REPUBLICAN PARTY -MEMBER OF COUNTY COMMITTEE
Town of Mount Pleasant -Districts 14, 18, 26, 28, 37, 40 

Town of North Castle - Districts 2, 3, 5, 8
City of Rye - Districts 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 13

City of Yonkers, Ward 5 District 5

PUBLIC OFFICE - CONSERVATIVE PARTY
Town of Bedford - Supervisor

Town of Bedford  - Councilmember
Town of Bedford - Town Clerk

Town of Bedford - Town Justice
Town of Harrison - Councilmember/Trustee

Town of North Castle - Supervisor
Town of North Castle - Councilmember

Town of Ossining - Superintendent of Highways
Town of Yorktown - Supervisor

Town of Yorktown - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

City of Yonkers - Council President

WORKING FAMILIES PARTY - PUBLIC OFFICE
Town of Cortlandt - Town Justice

Town of North Castle - Town Justice

 INDEPENDENCE PARTY - PUBLIC OFFICE
Westchester County Legislator -1st Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 2nd Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 5th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 6th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 7th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator - 9th Legislative District

Westchester County Legislator - 10th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator -11th Legislative District
Westchester County Legislator -14th Legislative District

Town of Bedford - Supervisor
Town of Bedford - Town Clerk

Town of Bedford - Town Justice
Town of Cortlandt - Councilmember

Town of Cortlandt - Town Justice
Town of Lewisboro - Supervisor

Town of Lewisboro - Councilmember
Town of Lewisboro - Receiver of Taxes

Town of North Castle - Supervisor
Town of North Castle -Councilmember

Town of North Castle Town Justice
Town of Ossining - Town Justice

Town of Ossining - Superintendent of Highways
Town of Somers - Supervisor

Town of Somers - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Supervisor

Town of Yorktown - Councilmember
Town of Yorktown - Superintendent of Highways

City of Peekskill - Mayor
City of Peekskill - Councilmember

City of Yonkers - Councilmember, 2nd Council District

INDEPENDENCE PARTY - JUDICIAL DELEGATES
Judicial Delegate - 94th Assembly District

OFFICIAL 2013 PRIMARY ELECTION NOTICE

 PUBLIC OFFICE - GREEN
Westchester County Legislative District -7th Legislative District

this is a do over for Benghazi and actually act responsibly 
on this one? 

Is it possible that instead of criticizing Kim and 
Kayne for their success you could criticize the Muslim 
Brotherhood for their excess? Maybe the dude that made 
the Joseph Kony video could make one about Egypt and 
then the press corps would have to ask, and your spokes-
devil would have to answer? Maybe, for a change, your 
actions could match your soaring rhetoric? 

Maybe you could act as an American President 
who professes to be a Christian and come to the aid of 
a real persecuted class? Maybe if you were told George 
Zimmerman was burning churches in Africa you would 
respond? Maybe if you had a son, he’d be a Coptic 
Christian who wore a hoody and drank “lean?” Maybe 
you can pretend the Muslim Brotherhood is Obamacare 
and you can grant the Coptics a waiver?

Maybe you could ask “What Would Jesus Do?” or 
in the very least, “What Would Putin Do?” Maybe the 
first lady could ease off the whole panty raid on our kids’ 
lunch boxes and ask the international community to help? 
Maybe your Secretary of State could take a sabbatical from 
his kite surfing marathon and make a few phone calls?

Maybe you could watch “Thirteen Days” or at least 
“Air Force One” and see how a President handles a crisis? 
Maybe you could pretend that the Coptic Christians were 
actually Syrian Rebels and send them arms and aid? Maybe 
you could pretend they were a Mexican drug cartel!

Maybe you peel off a drone or two from watching 
Beck’s ranch or Limbaugh’s mansion and you could intro-
duce the next Jihadi who gets within 100 feet of a Coptic 
church with anything bigger than a birthday candle to the 
business end of a Hellfire missile? 

And maybe, just maybe, for the first time since you 
made that promise in Grant Park about bringing America 
together, you would enjoy the gratitude and the respect of 
all Americans? 

In all seriousness friends, we cannot depend on this 
President to act; on every occasion, he has proven to be 
a reliable Marxist and therefore a despicable excuse for 
a human being. Up until this point he has lived by his 
father’s dreams and Alinsky’s rules, why should he waver 
now? 

About a month before the breakdown of the Morsi 
regime in Egypt, I had the privilege of interviewing for 
the Uncommon Show, Avi Lipkin, an expert in Middle-
Eastern affairs and Israeli security, and one of the few 
legitimate voices that predicted the events of September 
11th. What he said was absolutely stunning. 

Lipkin predicted the fallout of the “Arab Spring” 
and said that Obama knew what was coming and would 
welcome it because he has every intention of picking up 
after it fails and welcoming in possibly hundreds of thou-
sands of “Muslim refugees.” If Lipkin is right then we 
know that the President will treat the cry of our Coptic 
brothers and sisters in the same way he treated the 
pleading of our Ambassador and former Navy Seals in 
Benghazi – with cold, hard indifference, a little sleep, and 
then a fundraiser. 

But we too have a chance to regard again the events of 
Benghazi and this time, make a difference. The Christian 
voice worldwide must rise – rise up to the throne room 
of God and then echo in the war rooms of every State 
Department of man. Prominent Christian voices that 
have up to now focused on “fad diets and global warming” 

UNCOMMON SENSE

The Optics or The Coptics, Mr. President?
must shirk off the nonsense of men and 
take up the banner of our brothers and 
sisters … of our Lord.

Christians must come together and 
they must do more than pray. When 
Moses lingered in prayer on the edge of 

the sea, God asked of him, “Why do you 
continue to cry to me? … Lift up your 
staff!” That same God told Joshua, “Get up! 
Why have you fallen on your face?” There is 
a time to pray my friends and so let us pray; 
and there is also a time to pick up stones!
John Kirkwood is a son of Issachar. He 
is a Zionist, gun-toting, cigar-smoking, 

incandescent light bulb-using, 3.2 gallon 
flushing, fur-wearing, Chinese (MSG) eating, 
bow-hunting, SUV driving, unhyphen-
ated American man who loves his wife, isn’t 
ashamed of his country and does not apologize 
for his Christianity. He Pastors Grace Gospel 
Fellowship Bensenville, where “we the people” 
seek to honor “In God we Trust.” He hosts the 

Christian wake up call IN THE ARENA 
every Sunday at noon on AM 1160 and he 
co-hosts UnCommon Sense, the Christian 
Worldview with a double shot of espresso on 
UncommonShow.com. He is the proud home-
schooling dad of Konnor, Karter and Payton 
and the “blessed from heaven above” husband 
of the Righteous and Rowdy Wendymae.

Continued from page 18

http://uncommonshow.com/
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        

mailto:germainfs@aol.com

