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several small magazines read 
by the retired report on an educa-

tional film being made by four couples to guide the 
lonely on how to go out and create new relationships.  
The articles also mention that the film has diverged 
from its central theme by including scenes calling on 
new retirees to run for public office.

The editor of a New York city area newspaper 
assigns a young reporter, Joel, to interview the couples 

and then write a column with his personal reactions, 
since the film appears to imply that younger genera-
tions aren’t good leaders.  

A week later, Joel, twenty-two, wrote the 
following column:

Fantasies Of The Old?
A short motivational movie for retirees living 

alone about how to find new relationships is getting
Continued on page 3
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The Retired (Try To) Strike Back
Chapter 15 – The Young Reporter
By ALLAN LUKS

Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting 
of events and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester county. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, 

and objectively, reliable information without favor or compromise. Our first 
duty will be to the PeOPLe’s rIGhT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, 
without fear or hesitation, no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest 

tradition of FreedOM OF The Press.
The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and businesses all 

over Westchester county. As a weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of 
delivery more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to provide the 
broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, 
enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.
From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, why, and 
how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more abundant 
time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often 
characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: 
the truth. We will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which 
cannot be obtained elsewhere.
To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not necessarily better. 
And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all things to all readers. 

We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features and columns useful in daily living and employ-
ment in, and around, the county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

Carlo Calvi On the Level with Narog and Aris
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – carlo calvi, Independence Party endorsed 

candidate for mayor of Yonkers, as well as republican Party Primary contender 
is richard Narog’s and hezi Aris’ guest this Tuesday, August 16, 2011, on the On 
the Level radio show heard on the WVOX-1460 AM radio dial and on audio 
and visual streaming technology worldwide at www.WVOX.com from 10 – 11 a.m.

The untimely passing of former Governor hugh carey caused our scheduled guest last week to be pre-
empted. We will advise when he will be rescheduled.

Trend Forecaster Gerald celenter will open our August 23rd show and democrat Mayoral candidate 
Mike spano will close the show. republican designee John  Murtagh is our scheduled guest on August 30th.

For those who live and breathe radio and politics, listen to hezi Aris on Good Morning Westchester 
with Bob Marrone when he and host Bob Marrone discuss all things Westchester at 7: 37 a.m every 
Wednesday. Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to the co-hosts by directing email to 
WHYTeditor@gmail.com for possible use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the course of an 
interview. 

 RADIO
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Continued from page 2
publicity in part because of scenes arguing 
that recent retirees should run for elected 
office to provide leadership that this country 
lacks.

I recently interviewed the four couples 
making the movie in the small party room 
of a New York city diner, where they sat 
around a long table with an urn of coffee 
and a large platter of sticky pastries.

The first to speak was roz, a former 
high school teacher.  “Our audience, when 
the film is finished in about nine months, 
will be retirees from their fifties to their 
eighties.  And honesty is a theme that keeps 
coming out in our scenes about retirees 
forming new relationships.  retirees want to 
get things right this last time around.  And 
someone with real honesty is  exactly the 
kind of candidate voters want today.”

roz finished with a small smile, and it 
reminded me of the sympathetic smile my 
high school teachers had when I’d ask them 
in class for more information as I tried to 
understand a statement they made.   

“But don’t voters believe young politi-
cians have newer, more exciting ideas?” I 
asked the couples.  “Also, if lots of newly 

retired people start running for office, isn’t 
this a criticism of the honesty and values 
they see in younger generations?” 

Mimi, who once sold home furnishings 
and calls herself a style expert, answered, 
“The politicians you’re talking about start 
young but then spend too many years in 
office.  They become answerable to their  
contributors.  so when they leave office, 
the public is usually very glad they’re gone.  
Now, think of retirees being elected for the 
first time, who know at their ages they have 
to make changes happen much sooner.  
What we’ve learned through making the 
movie isn’t criticism of the young but a 
recognition of the potential of the old.” 

Then Nancy, who’d worked for the 
city’s motor vehicle office, began discussing 
how getting drivers to conform to new 
license, parking, driving and safety regula-
tions was incredibly difficult.  Too many 
drivers, she said,   believed that any new rule 
was really adopted to favor some influential 
group.  so these drivers thought they had a 
right to avoid obeying  the rule as much as 
they could.      

“But I now wonder, if city departments 
were headed not by young politicians, seen 

as using their offices as jumping off places 
to gain political promotions, but instead by 
commissioners past retirement age, who’d 
only serve a few years.  Would this be a 
tradition that could change attitudes toward 
government?   But do you believe this 
change would discriminate against young 
bureaucrats?”

I replied that as a reporter, my actual 
opinions, in contrast to my questions, 
needed to be private during our interview.  
But I’d put them in my column when I 
wrote it based on what they told me now. 

Joan, who’d been in advertising, was 
the last among the four women present  to 
speak to me.  she said people over sixty-five 
were rarely used in commercials because 
they weren’t seen as exciting.  But if The 
retired Person’s dating Film received 
publicity about the honesty of retirees, 
wouldn’t advertisers begin to select them 
as spokespersons as much as or even more 
than younger actors?  Which also would 
improve the atmosphere for retirees who 
run for office.”

I had a question:  “Why did you, the 
women in the group, rather than any of the 
men, speak to me today?   Men campaign 

for political office more than women.”
“except at our ages, there are many more 

women than men,” said roz.  “so the possi-
bility of large numbers of retirees running 
for election should be led by women.  Yes, 
that’d be another major change that can 
come from the retired.”   roz kept her 
teacher’s smile on me.

I left the diner’s party room, but 
downstairs I sat at a small booth, trying to 
organize my notes, while I ordered a pastry 
and coffee.  The sugar high felt good.   

Were they, all around age seventy, now 
eating the pastries upstairs?   Or did the 
couples just order but never eat them to 
remind themselves they were in training 
to achieve their newly recognized poten-
tial, while they’d watched me, the young 
reporter, eat two sticky buns? 

Fantasies of the Old?” I wrote for my 
column’s headline.

Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. He 
is the former head of Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
New York and is currently a visiting professor 
at Fordham University, where he teaches several 
courses in nonprofit leadership. You can learn 
more about Allan Luks at http://allanluks.
com.

CALL IN: 212 661 3887 LOG IN FOR ONLINE VIDEO CONSULT: www.emergecare.com WALK IN WITHOUT AN APPOINTMENT: 317 Madison Ave at 42nd Street, Ste. 400

walk-in urgent care center

New location opening this September – 210 East 86th Street, Ste. 203 between 2nd and 3rd Avenues

 BOOKS

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back Chapter 15 – The Young Reporter
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The bargain on pants 
we get at the big box store 
can make us feel somewhat 
industrious and that things 
are finally starting to go our 

way. unfortunately, the short term personal 
savings come at the expense of a denial that 
carries consequences we all must ultimately 
confront.

“There’s a real cost to cheap clothing,” 
says shirley Lindefjeld, and it’s the environ-
ment, marginalized workers in developing 
countries and the near extinct manufac-
turing American worker that picks up the 
tab.

Lindefjeld’s homegrown, grazing 
sheep, which provide the material for her 
Woolworks sweaters in Bedford, have a 
pretty negligible impact on the local envi-
ronment, but made in china and the label 
that goes with it, says something all together 
different.  Many times, she says, govern-
ments turn a blind eye to environmental 
practices that would never get past our ePA.

complicating the environmental 
concerns is the carbon footprint that is 
left in the wake of a foreign made article 
of clothing. “Let’s follow wool,” she says.  
“It’s grown in New Zealand, it’s processed 
in china. It goes to south America to be 
cut and sewn and then it finally comes to 
New York.  so that little piece of sheep’s 
wool travels the four corners of the globe 
to reach us.”

Of course, all this allows the chains to 
remain competitive, produce higher profits 
and give us lower prices. encompassed 
within the profit margins are the rights 
typically denied foreign workers. child 
labor, unsafe conditions, oppressively long 
days and low wages, she says, “It’s similar 
to the sweat shops we had here a hundred 
years ago.”

As for reports stating that a coming 
factory draws hoards of workers, she won’t 
deny the nobility of putting people to 
work, but the lack of transparency found 
overseas is still too high a price. “There’s 
no reporting facilities, codes or ethical lines 
that let us know for sure that we’re doing a 
good thing for these countries,” she says.

dawn Greenberg, owner of a fair trade 
arts and crafts shop in chappaqua, turns 
the media spin a step further. “They are 
just visiting more misery on people,” says 
the proprietor of Aurora on King street.

The trade off doesn’t come close to 
adding up either. “Only about one percent 
of the retail price ever makes it back to the 
village,” she says.

In contrast, as she transacts with 
various fair trade wholesalers, the return 
on retail prices for the artist is more in the 
neighborhood between 20 and 40 percent. 
Getting a fair deal by her account also has 
a value that cannot be measured materially. 
“I have to believe these people are saying 
to themselves, I’m going out this morning 
and making scarves so my kids’ lives are 
better,” she says. “It gives people dignity.”

At the same time, hand made obvi-
ously trumps factory made and she’s not 
priced out by the larger competitors. 
“There’s not so much of a middle man so 
generally things are very well priced,” says 
Greenberg.

Back on the farm, shirley’s sheep can’t 
really compete with mass production – even 
though the sweaters have made their way 
onto the shelves at Barney’s.  Otherwise, 
she hopes heightened awareness brings a 
more streamlined approach to our ward-
robes. “It’s just a slow understanding of not 
being such heavily burdened consumers. 
You don’t need so much. You can get by 
with less through quality and make better 
conscious decisions about what we’re 
wearing, buying and storing in our closets,” 
she says.

In turn, replacing needing more with 
needing less could still have a positive 
impact on American workers. Meaning, 
when we leave ourselves the extra money to 
purchase American made, manufacturing 
and agricultural jobs are created here.

The environmental and labor protec-
tions are contained within but looking for 
made in America is already a conscious 
decision that can be made now and is 
more likely to be found in the smaller and 
medium shops around town.  Fortunately, 
the search can be narrowed with a simple 
click. “Google locally made products and 
the area,” says Lindefjeld.

Of course, if you want to go the fair 
trade distance, websites such as tenthou-
sandvillages.com, the Organic Trade 
Association and Greatergood.com will 
take you there.

All indicates, according to Ms. 
Greenberg, that Fair mindedness is slowly

Continued on page 5

Fair Trade in Bedford and Chappaqua Truly 
Lowers the Cost of Living

By RICH MONETTI

 BUSINESS
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

Continued from page 4
getting there. “You see more and more 
wholesalers coming onboard,” she says.

As for consumers, they truly hold the 
future.  “I just want people to think about 
it,” she says.

That accomplished, nature – and the 
market – should simply be able to take its 
course.

Learn more: www.sustainablewool.
com/

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a 
freelance writer in Westchester since 2003 and 
works part time in the after school program at 
Mt. Kisco Childcare. You can find more of his 
work at www.happystories.info.

Fair Trade In Bedford and Chappaqua Truly Lowers 
the Cost of Living

 BUSINESS

 CALENDAR

Labor day is not too 
far away, but there are still 
some last minute must 
attend events, so let’s fire 
up the BBQ and view this 

week’s “News and Notes…” 
To start off, our friends over at Grand Prix 

NY are hosting a red carpet event to screen 
the new movie “senna” to benefit starlight 
children’s Foundation on september 15th at 
6:00 pm. For more information call Maureen 
at 212-354-2878, ext. 114.

It looks like construction is way ahead 
of schedule on the new Bedford hills Fire 
department headquarters. It may open as 
early as November; I’m feeling safer all ready! 
I must also add that the new brickwork looks 
great and will add a welcoming entry into the 
village of Bedford hills. 

For our art appreciation readers, there 
is a lot going on at the local museums. The 
hammond Art Museum’s 45th annual 
moon viewing concert takes place on Aug. 
20, from 6:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. The backdrop 
is the Museum’s Japanese stroll Garden, 
lit by paper lanterns, wuth the accompani-
ment of traditional Japanese music played by 
Masayo Ishigure and “MIYABI” Koto and 
shamisen ensemble. The evening begins 
with a Bento Box dinner, followed by a Tea 
ceremony at 7 p.m. and then the concert at 
8:30 p.m. With the chaotic schedules of the 
end of the summer and the beginning of the 
school year, I am sure everyone could use a 
relaxing and serene evening. The cost is $20 
per person and the museum is located at 28 
deveau road, in North salem. 

congratulations to the Bedford Garden 
club for celebrating its 100th year of hard 
work and inspiring a community of advo-
cates. The club does a lot of great work for 
our both our local community and the global 
community. They hosted the environmental 
summit in Bedford in 2009, which was a 

huge success and has sparked lots of further 
action. I give them two green thumbs up!

If you are looking to go to europe, but 
can’t seem to make it over there before the 
summer’s end check out Mariela’s Wine & 
espresso Bar, a recent edition to the Pound 
ridge area. stop in for a glass of wine or spend 
the afternoon sipping a coffee. There is a 
quaint Italian atmosphere and delicious food 
to eat. Located at 71B Westchester Avenue. 
For more information call 914-764-3488.

There is a lot taking place at hilltop 
hanover Farm this August. Monthly bird 
watching will be held on saturday, August 
20, from 7:30am to 9:30am. everyone will 
meet at the farm stand, but preregistration 
is required; $10 per adult, and $5 per child. 
After you enjoy the scenic grounds, head 
over to the u-Pick garden, which takes place 
every saturday, from 10am to 4pm. here you 
can harvest your own vegetables, herbs, and 
flowers. Later on in the month there will be a 
pond hike and study on August 27, from 10 
am to 12 Noon. Join the farm staff to learn 
about your impact on drinking water and 
habitats. This event is free so come for the 
nature and stay for the experience. hilltop 
hanover Farm is located on 1271 hanover 
street in Yorktown heights. For details call 
914-962-2368.

calling all possible engineers, if you 
think your child has an aptitude for building 
consider these two events at the Bedford 
hills community house. On August 22, 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm there will be a 
Play Well Teknologies workshop for kids in 
grades K – 2 called Pre-engineering with 
Legos. Later in the day, there is a similar 
workshop, but for grades 3 – 5, and they will 
explore the engineering fundamentals with 
Legos from 1 pm to 4 pm. Both sessions will 
run from August 22 to the 26. 

With only a few more weeks of summer
Continued on page 6

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
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Continued from page 5

left I encourage you all to get outside and 
take pleasure in the summer sun. I for one, 
am truly enjoying those hazy, lazy, crazy 
days of summer, hope all of you are too, 
see you in next week’s edition of “News 
and Notes.”

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the 
launch in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & 
Entertainment LLC.  As president he has 
seen rapid growth of the company with the 
signing of numerous clients. His profes-
sional activities include being local host and 
producer of the Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon. 
Mr. Jeffers is an adjunct professor in the 
Sport Business Management Program at 
Manhattanville College and serves on their 
Advisory board. He currently resides in 
Bedford Hills with his wife Sarah and three 
girls, Kate, Amanda and Claire.

News & Notes from 
Northern Westchester

 CALENDAR  CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

American filmgoers 
might (or might have not) 
noticed him in hollywood 
Megaproductions – roland 
emmerich’s science fiction 
adventures Stargate and 

Independence Day, Executive Decision (stuart 
Baird’s die hard-on-a-plane), david O. 
russell’s Three Kings, Michael Mann’s The 
Insider but egyptian born, American-based 
sayed Badreya had a long journey that started 
to pay off only when he recently rebelled 
against his typecasting as an Arab terrorist. 
using some egyptian slang like belasalama 
ya alby! (so long dear) when he played the 
villain who kidnapped robert downey Jr. in 
the first Iron Man and appearing in consecu-
tive comic cameos in the Farrelly Brothers 
comedies and opposite Adam sandler in 
Don’t Miss the Zohan, Badreya is currently 
re-launching his career not only as a character 

actor but as a serious independent filmmaker 
as well. 

Badreya was born in 1957 to a poor 
family of ten children. The death of his 
father during the1967 war was a tough blow 
to the nine-year-old, whose sole escape was 
a small cinema in his hometown Port said 
where he was astonished by the heroism of 
John Wayne’s westerns and the slickness of 
humphrey Bogart’s mysteries. 

Growing up, Badreya struggled to 
complete high school, graduating with an 
industrial diploma in electricity. But money 
was tight, so his mother hid his college 
acceptance letter and sayed ended up doing 
mandatory military service. But, he never let 
go of his dream of coming to America and 
he started to realize it by selling imported 
perfumes in downtown cairo, just to make 
enough money for his ticket out.

With some extra cash hidden in his 
socks, arrived Boston in 1979. As in all 
success stories, he started from rock bottom. 
he studied filmmaking in the Boston Film 
Institute and later, at NYu until he made 
his first appearance on the silver screen as 
an Arab in the independently produced 
Hot Shot (1986), starring soccer legend Pelé. 
his next milestone was working as assistant 
director to the late Anthony Perkins in Lucky 
Stiff (1988).

After playing the Arab villain in many 
hollywood films, Badreya mocked his 
own stereotypical casting in writer-director 
hesham Issawi’s short film T for Terrorist 
(2003) that also featured noted Arab-
American actor Tony shahloub. T4T opened 
with a young hollywood director yelling: 
“You’re an Arab, they’re American, and these 
are the guys who stole your land.” But sayed 
turns the tables around, taking over the set 
and forcing the director to play the terrorist 
while he takes the helm and kiss the girl.

T4T met with rave reviews and won 
the Best Narrative short award in Boston 
Film Festival. The discovery channel later 
interviewed Badreya and Issawi for their 
documentary Casting Calls, a special program 
discussing hollywood’s stereotyping in 
casting. It compares the casting of Middle 
easterners in film to the stereotypical roles 

of African- Americans during the years of 
slavery, and the Japanese during World War 
II in 1940s and 1950s American cinema.

“T4T made the American audience 
both laugh, think and understand that not all 
Arabs are terrorists and not all Americans are 
heroes,” Badreya says. 

Badreya again collaborated with Issawi 
as director and shalhoub as co-star yet again 
in AmericanEast (2008). he played an Arab-
American called Mustafa who opens an 
authentic Middle eastern restaurant with his 
best friend sam, played by shalhoub, who’s 
Jewish. Badreya went to show the film in 
Arab countries like egypt in dubai after it 
got good reviews in America. It became part 
of Badreya’s mission now to humanize Arab 
on the screen and to show how they are  try 
to be fitting in the American society after 
9/11.  This year, Badreya realized another 
part of his dream by standing behind the 
camera as filmmaker. Few weeks ago, he 
premiered Mirage at the Music Box Theatre 
in chicago. The 35 minutes short tells the 
story of well respected dentist (also played 
by Badreya) who spends ten years in prison 
for a crime he did not commit. The story 
picks up upon his release and his struggle 
between reconnecting with his family and 
taking revenge on the man who framed 
him. Badreya started directing in 2001, with 
a 52-minute documentary entitled Saving 
Egyptian Classics, which featured American 
directors Martin scorsese and Arthur hiller. 
It discussed the preservation of film nega-
tives by the Academy of Motion Picture 
and consolidated Film Industries (cFI, 
a division of Technicolor entertainment 
services), the leading preservation center in 
hollywood.

Now, we might note sayed in 2012. The 
Farrellys already cast him again in two of their 
new upcoming films The Three Stooges and in 
one segment they are directing in Movie 43. 
so, lucky him he got to play alongside the 
beautiful halle Berry. “I love Bob and Peter. 
They were the first ones to give me a chance 
to play different roles. I loudly laugh when I 
see my scene in Stuck on You where I played 
the doctor who disconnected the siamese 
twins Matt damon and Greg Kinnear”, says 
Badreya who also plays it seriously in the 
upcoming 9/11 drama The Space Between by 
Travis Fine. “I play an Imam who tries to help 
a young boy linked to terrorist attacks”. 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/
video critic and curator. He is the film editor 
of Egypt Today Magazine, and the artistic 
director for both the Alexandria Film Festival, 
in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and Variety Arabia, in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Badreya Reloaded!
By SHERIF AWAD

Halley Berry and Sayed Badreya
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Westchesterites long 
seeking to close the Indian 
Point Nuclear Power Plant 
headed to New York city for 
a strong show of support at a 

rally on Thursday, August 11, 2011. Joining 
them were major organizations including 
Greenpeace usA, NYPIrG and the center 
for health, environment and Justice. Local 
organizations at the rally fighting for the 
closure of Indian Point included riverkeeper, 
hudson river sloop clearwater, Westchester 
citizens Awareness Network and the Indian 
Point safe energy coalition.

About 200 people gathered at dag 
hammarskjold Plaza to hear many spokes-
persons including Brooklyn congressman 
Jerrold Nadler, former New York 
congressman John hall, executive director 
Paul Gallay of riverkeeper, Laura haight, 
senior environmental Associate NYPIrG 
(New York Public research Group) and 
Marilyn elie, Indian Point safe energy 
coalition.

Many pointed to the devastation from 
nuclear plant core meltdowns in March at 
Japan’s Fukushima plants. riverkeeper’s Paul 
Gallay slammed the us Nuclear regulatory 
commission, the nuclear industry’s federal 
oversight agency, for ignoring the lessons 

learned from Fukushima.
“In the wake of Fukushima, the Nrc 

has taken no action, despite all the findings. 
They are a moribund agency and they need 
to be totally revamped. They pay no heed to 
Indian Point’s violations of countless safety 
regulations. It’s a text book case of what 
happens when a regulator gets taken over by 
the industry it’s regulating.” 

Gallay cited reasons to close the 
Buchanan-based Indian Point. “It’s old, 
dangerous and unnecessary. Never forget 
those three words.”

reports of spreading radiation in Japan 
have fed growing fears around the world.

“I love sushi 
and I have been 
asking if the fish 
is from Japan. If 
they say it is, 
I won’t eat it,” 
said John hall, 
after singing 
his new song “I 
Told You so,” 
about the risks of nuclear power.

Insurmountable risks of nuclear power 
were congressman Nadler’s key message, 
especially in light of the highly contested 
re-licensing application by Indian Point 
owner, entergy.

“This is a technology that cannot 
exist without risk and shouldn’t be used,” 
said Nadler. “Indian Point would never be 
licensed today if it didn’t already exist and 
someone proposed it. If the risk is so great to 
build it, why is the risk any less to re-license 
it?”

entergy has applied to continue Indian 
Point’s operation for twenty more years. The 
current operating licenses for the two units 
expire in 2013 and 2015

An impassioned Marilyn elie of the 
Westchester-based Indian Point safe energy 
coalition reached out for more support. 
“Those of us in Westchester cannot do this 
by ourselves. You’re at risk and we’re at risk 

and we can eliminate that risk.”
elie cited the massive fish kill in the 

hudson river from 2.5 billion gallons of 
heated water daily spewed out into the river 
from Indian Point’s cooling system that kills 
one billion fish yearly. “They are killing our 
heritage river,” she said.

A recent ruling by NY department of 
conservation denied entergy a water permit 
without installing some form of closed cycle 
cooling that would protect the fish. The 
permit is required by the Nrc to re-license 
the plants. 

Introducing the speakers was NYPIrG’s 
Laura haight who, before commenting 
on the dangers of Indian Point, asked for a 

moment of silence for the Japanese people 
suffering the affects of the disaster at 
Fukushima.

“Now, at the tenth anniversary of 911, we 
can only imagine what would have happened 
if the planes hit Indian Point.”

Laying out the dangers of spreading 
radiation if the plant was either attacked 
or accidentally released radiation, was dr. 
shannon Gearhart of New York city chapter 
of the Physicians for social responsibility.

“radiation stays in the ground and gets 
into the water for decades, as we have seen 
from the nuclear accident in chernobyl 
in 1986. radiation can lodge in the body 
causing thyroid and bone cancer. What can 
we do? We take the motto ‘prevention is 
better than the cure.’ right now, we do not 
have a cure, but we need to prevent suffering.”

unlike most Westchester rallies, there 
was a refreshing show of young people, 
earnest in their concerns of how nuclear 
power could affect their future. In addition 
to those circulating the crowd with petitions 
were Nasim Lahbichi and Alyssa syarbaini, 
youth organizers for uPrOse (united 
Puerto rican Organization).

“radiation does not discriminate,” 
syarbaini told the crowd, referring to 

Continued on page 8
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Anti-Nukes Get NYC Support
By ABBY LUBY

United Puerto Rican Organization (UPROSE) youth participate in anti-nuke rally.

Marilyn Elie of Indian Point Safe Energy 
Coalition speaks before anti-nuke rally in 

New York City.

Paul Gallay, Exectutive Director Paul Gallay 
of Riverkeeper was at attendance. 

Congressman Jerrold Nadler of Brooklyn.

 ENERGY MATTERS
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One supreme court 
case stands behind the Fair 
Labor standards Act, the 
controlled substances Act, 
the endangered species Act 

and the civil rights Act. It’s been cited in 
rulings involving hot-button issues such as 
health care reform and medical marijuana. 
But chances are you’ve never heard of it.

despite its wide-reaching influence, 
hardly anyone outside of legal circles 
is aware of the 1942 case, Wickard v. 
Filburn. One man, Gary Marbut of 
Missoula, Mont., hopes to change that. 
If Marbut succeeds, we’ll also hear about 
another supreme court case: the one that 
overturns Wickard.

On its surface, Wickard seems like an 
unlikely target for a fierce judicial battle. 
The case was not about criminal rights, 
free speech or racial equality; it was about 
wheat.

In 1941, roscoe Filburn planted 23 
acres of wheat, despite regulations at the 

time that limited farmers to 11.1 acres of 
the crop. The regulations, established under 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act, were 
intended to support crop prices during the 
Great depression. congress’s power under 
the constitution’s Commerce Clause to 
“regulate commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several states, and with the 
Indian tribes” justified the Act.

Filburn did not deny that he had 

grown more wheat than his allotment, but 
he claimed the regulations shouldn’t apply 
to him because his wheat was for consump-
tion on his own farm. since the wheat 
would never enter the commercial market 
and would cross no state lines, Filburn said, 
congress had no power to regulate it.

The supreme court disagreed. The 
court explained that, while Filburn’s activi-
ties were not themselves commercial, in 
the aggregate, similar activities would have 
a substantial effect on interstate commerce, 
since they would allow farmers to avoid 
purchasing wheat, possibly wheat from 

other states. Therefore, the court said, such 
activities needed to be subject to regula-
tion for congress to fully exercise its power 
over interstate commerce. Justice robert 
h. Jackson wrote for the court, “even if 
appellee’s activity be local, and though it 
may not be regarded as commerce, it may 
still, whatever its nature, be reached by 
congress if it exerts a substantial economic 
effect on interstate commerce.”

The ruling marked the end of the 
supreme court’s opposition to President 
Franklin roosevelt’s New deal and the 

Continued on page 9
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fears spread by the industry that without 
Indian Point, more coal fired plants would 
have to be built near poor neighborhoods to 
make up for lost electricty.

“uPrOse has taught me a lot about 
environmental racism and the choices 
impacting our health and safety. entergy tells 
is by shutting Indian Point down it will affect 
communities of color, but I strongly disagree. 
having a nuclear power plant near more 
than 20 million residents is a gamble and at 
stake is our lives.”

entergy’s 2007 application to renew 

Indian Point’s operating license spurred 
15 government entities and groups to 
file over 154 contentions, the most seen 

by the Nrc in its history of license renewal. 
The Nrc has never turned down a license 
renewal application and although the conten-
tion battle over Indian Point’s renewal is still 
being waged, the Nrc has found entergy’s 
relicensing application for Indian Point, 
“acceptable.” A safety evaluation report 
is expected to be issued this month, a move 
that opens up the opportunity for “interve-
nors” with standing to file new or amended 
existing contentions.

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance 

journalist who writes local news, about envi-
ronmental issues, art, entertainment and food. 
Her debut novel, “Nuclear Romance” will be out 

in September. visit the book’s website, http://
nuclearromance.wordpress.com/

John Hall performing his songs.

Anti-Nukes Get NYC Support
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The Most Important Case You Never Heard Of
By LARRY M. ELKIN
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Continued from page 8
wide range of new federal powers that 

came with it. At the height of the disagree-
ment, roosevelt attempted to pass a 
legislative initiative to add more justices to 
the court so he could appoint some judges 
more to his liking. The court-packing 
scheme failed, but with Wickard, the court 
finally embraced a view of the constitution 
more in tune with the president’s.

For nearly 70 years, Wickard has 
served as the bedrock for a broad interpre-
tation of the commerce clause, allowing 
the federal government to insert itself 
into a wide assortment of activities. While 
the supreme court has moved in a more 
conservative direction in recent years, 
placing both federal and state regulations 
under a higher degree of scrutiny, the basic 
principle behind Wickard has gone virtu-
ally unchallenged.

enter Gary Marbut. Marbut is inten-
tionally courting federal prosecution to 
force the supreme court to review and, 
he hopes, overturn Wickard. rather than 
making his case with wheat, Marbut has 
chosen a somewhat less dry subject: guns.

Marbut began by convincing his home 
state of Montana to pass a law called 

the Firearms Freedom Act, stating that 
federal gun regulations do not apply to 
guns that are produced in the state and 
clearly stamped “Made in Montana” and 
“in-state.” since no other states are directly 
involved, Marbut argued, the only way 
the federal government could challenge 
the law would be by relying on Wickard. 
Montana passed the law.

As soon as the law was on the books, 
Marbut announced plans to manufacture 
and sell a miniature rifle aimed at children 
between ages five and 10. Marbut made it 
clear that he would sell the gun only within 
Montana and had no plans to follow 
federal guidelines. The federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and explosives 
took the bait.

so far, Marbut has made it only as far 
as the district court, where, as expected, 
he lost. In the meantime, however, he has 
convinced seven additional states to pass 
versions of his Firearms Freedom Act. The 
spread of the laws will likely help him to 
get the notoriously picky supreme court 
to hear his appeal. since only the supreme 
court has the power to overturn its own 
precedents, Marbut’s sole chance of success 
is to arrive before the nation’s highest court.

Overturning Wickard would be like 
taking the bottom block out of a Jenga 
tower. A lot of legal precedent would 
fall, and it would take a long time to sort 
out the mess. exactly how the blocks 
would land would depend on what, 
exactly, the supreme court said about 
Wickard and what sort of interpretation 
of the commerce clause it offered as a 
replacement.

Most likely, conservatives would 
be generally happy about a reversal of 
Wickard, while most liberals would be 
unhappy. however, the complexity of the 
legal framework built on the foundations 
of Wickard would mean that each side 
would likely see some gains and some 
losses. Much federal regulation of busi-
nesses would likely fall, but so too would 
many federal laws dealing with marijuana 
and other drugs.

I can’t say whether, on the whole, a 
reversal of Wickard would be good or bad. 
But the increased attention Marbut has 
brought to the question of federal regula-
tions is a good thing. According to a study 
by retired Louisiana state university law 
professor John Baker, there are now 4,500 
crimes in federal statutes, and many 
of them are based in some way on the 

interpretation of the commerce clause 
established by Wickard. Those crimes 
often overlap state statutes, creating a 
confusing patchwork in which ordinary 
citizens can be easily ensnared.

Whether or not Marbut makes 
Wickard disappear, he is likely to succeed 
in getting more people to think about 
the precedent and what this country 
would be like without it. For a case that 
is so completely taken for granted that 
it is virtually invisible, that is already an 
achievement.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president 
of Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-
only financial planning firm headquartered in 
Scarsdale, NY. The firm offers estate planning, 
insurance consulting, trust planning, cross-
border planning, business valuation, family 
office and business management, executive 
financial planning, and tax services. Its sister 
firm, Palisades Hudson Asset Management, 
is an independent  investment advisor with 
about $950 million under management. 
Branch offices are in Atlanta and Ft. 
Lauderdale. Website:www.palisadeshudson.
com.

The Most Important Case You Never Heard Of

Jokes involving the replace-
ment of light bulbs are of 
comparatively recent origin, 
poking fun at a wide variety of 

occupations, cultures and ethnic groups. The 
original light bulb joke is generally acknowl-
edged to have been aimed at Poles and to 
have gone something like this: 

“how many Poles does it take to change 
a light bulb? Ten--one to hold the light bulb and 
nine to turn the ladder around.” 

eventually, targets were expanded to 
other ethnic groups and to various trades and 
professions.

Once the target group has been chosen, 
infinite variations of the joke’s punch line are 
possible by emphasizing various qualities the 
group is supposed to possess. A common 
variation of the joke often targets a profes-
sional group that has an inflated sense of its 
importance in our society. here is a wide 
assortment:

1. how many doctors does it take to change a 
light bulb? What kind of insurance do you have? 

2. how many psychiatrists does it take to 
change a light bulb? One, but only if the light 
bulb wants to change.
3. how many psychoanalysts does it take to 
change a light bulb? How long have you been 
having this fantasy?
4. how many telemarketers does it take to 
change a light bulb? Only one, but she has to do 
it while you’re eating dinner.
5. how many chiropractors, does it take to 
change a light bulb? One, but it takes him three 
visits.
6. how many reference librarians does it take 
to screw in a light bulb? I don’t know. I’ll have 
to check on that and get back to you.
7. how many real estate agents does it take 
to change a light bulb? Ten, but we’ll accept 
eight.
8. how many used car salesmen does it take 
to screw in a light bulb? I’m working out the 
figure on my calculator, and I think you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised.
9. how many auto mechanics does it take to 
change a light bulb? We don’t know yet, we’re 
still waiting for a part.

Continued on page 10

The Anatomy of Humor: Light Bulb Jokes
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10. how many Irs agents, does it take to 
screw in a light bulb? Only one, but it really 
gets screwed.
11. how many statisticians, does it take to 
change a light bulb? 1.67.
12. how many accountants does it take to 
screw in a light bulb? What kind of answer did 
you have in mind?
13. how many firemen and does it take to 
change a light bulb? Four. One to change it, 
and three to cut a hole in the roof.
14. how many dull people does it take to 
change a light bulb? One.
15. how many skateboarders does it take to 
change a light bulb? One, dude.
16. how many paranoids does it take to 
change a light bulb? Who wants to know?
17. how many gay rights activists, does it 
take to change a light bulb? None. The bulb 
shouldn’t have to change for society to accept it.
18. how many gay men does it take to screw 
in a light bulb? Two, but they would probably 
prefer to have track lighting instead.

19. how many lesbians does it take to screw 
in a light bulb? Three. One to screw it in and 
two to write a song about it.
20. how many Microsoft engineers does it 
take to change a light bulb? One. But you are 
going to be downloading patches for years after 
he does it.
21. how many advertising executives does it 
take to change a light bulb? Interesting ques-
tion. What do you think?
22. how many art directors does it take to 
change a light bulb? Does it have to be a light 
bulb?
23. how many copy editors does it take to 
screw in a light bulb? The last time this ques-
tion was asked, it involved art directors. Is the 
difference intention? Should one of one or the 
other instances be changed? It seems inconsistent.
24. how many art students does it take to 
change a light bulb? One, but he gets two 
credits. 
25. how many Yale students does it take to 
change a light bulb? None. New Haven looks 
better in the dark.

26. how many Zen masters does it take to 
change a light bulb? Two. One to change it and 
one not to change it.
27. how many football players does it take to 
change a light bulb? The entire team! And they 
all get a semester’s credit. 
28. how many Irishmen does it take to 
change a light bulb? Fifteen. One to hold the 
bulb and the rest to drink whiskey until the room 
spins. 
29. how many brewers does it take to 
change a light bulb? About one-third less than 
for a regular bulb.
30. how many Amish does it take to change 
a light bulb? None; they change candles.
31. how many singers does it take to screw in 
a light bulb? Eighteen. One to do it, and seven-
teen to be on the guest list.
32. how many jazz musicians does it take 
to change a light bulb? Don’t worry about the 
changes. We’ll fake it!
33. how many cockroaches does it take to 
change a light bulb? No one knows; they all 
scatter when the light comes on.
34. how many poets does it take to change 
a light bulb? Two. One to look at the bulb and 
think of his mother and one to stand at the 
window and watch the rain.
35. how many writers does it take to change 
a light bulb? Ten. One to change it and nine to 
say, “I could have done that.” 

36. how many public radio personalities, 
does it take to change a light bulb? We’ll have 
that answer right after this pledge break.
37. how many public radio people does 
it take to change a light bulb? Three. One 
to change the bulb, and two to do the pledging 
around it.
38. how many Federal reserve officials does 
it take to change a light bulb? None. There is 
no need to change anything. We made the right 
decision to stick with that light bulb. People who 
say that it is burned out are distorting economic 
facts.
39. how many dyslectics does it take to 
change a light bulb? Two. One to ladder the 
hold and the other to bulb in the screw.
40. how many canadians does it take to 
screw in a light bulb? Four. One to go across 
the border to buy the bulb at a factory outlet, one 
to crew it in, one to translate everything into 
French, and one to drop the puck.
41. how many Marxists does it take to screw 
in a light bulb? None. The light bulb contains 
the seeds of its own revolution.
42. how many plumbers does it take to 
change a light bulb? Three. Two to hold the 
ladder, and one to screw the light bulb into a 
faucet.

The Westchester Jokester mines his voluminous 
collection of humor each week in the pages of The 
Westchester Guardian.
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Welcome back to the fourth part in our 
series on the brain and the American dream. 
In the last article we articulated factors in 
Benjamin Franklin’s sociocultural back-
ground that developed his brain and mind 
to create the polymath and iconoclast that 
he was. This article will explore the princi-
ples that Ben himself attributed to creating 
his success. We will also highlight factors we 
believe were important in molding his brain 
to create the kind of mind seen only once a 
century. As mentioned previously, we shall 
refer to him as Ben to emphasize the person-
alization that we have grown accustomed to 
through his writings. And as always, we shall 
emphasize the practical implications of our 
findings. 

In his “Autobiography,” Ben discusses 
his mini-revolt from his Puritan background, 
and conversion to deism, which by defini-
tion uses rational thought to prove the basis 
for the existence of a creator. Nevertheless, 

on the very first page of his “Autobiography,” 
written at the end of his life, Ben describes 
his belief in a universal creator as an inducer 
of hope. despite his change in theology, 
deism never expunged Ben’s belief in some-
thing greater than himself, and the benefits 
he derived from it.  studies by imaging 
specialist dr Andrew Newberg and others to 
look at the effect of religion, spirituality and 
the like on the brain are consistent in the idea 
that belief in a higher power is beneficial to 
brain function. studies suggest individuals 
who hold fast to the notion of a greater good, 
or at least who have an optimistic outlook, 
demonstrate high levels of alpha waves. The 
presence of alpha waves across the cortex is 
evidence that an individual is in a state of 
wakeful relaxation. Optimistic individuals 
also tend to show augmentated volume of 
the hippocampus, a part of the brain vital to 
memory. Thus, the take home message

Continued on page 11
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here is that faith in a better tomorrow, in 
association with sound reasoning, of course, 
has the potential to make one healthier, 
happier, and wiser. 

From a young age Ben “was fond of 
reading, and all the little money that came 
into my hands was ever laid out in books.” 
John Bunyan’s works as well as r. Burton’s 
“historical collections” were favorites. 
Through the characters Ben read about, 
he vicariously noted how their experiences 
could apply to his own circumstances. Famed 
physician sir William Osler, who helped 
organize Johns hopkins Medical school, 
was as astute as ever when he summarized 
Ben’s success by noting that reading was to 
the mind what exercise was to the body. More 
recently, a clever study using brain changes 
seen in candidates training to become taxi 
drivers scientifically demonstrated the effect 
of reading and study on brain anatomy. To 
successfully qualify as a taxi driver in certain 
jurisdictions, candidates must demonstrate 
that they have memorized thousands of 
streets and routes around the city. Taking 
brain scans of candidates before and after 

their training of the local topography, the 
researchers were able to show enlargement 
in both the hippocampus, key to memory, as 
well as the occipital cortex, which is involved 
in vision and visuospatial memory. Thus, 
the take-home message from Ben, medical 
experts, and modern neuroscience is that 
maintaining a robust and organized program 
of reading, while manipulating in the mind’s 
eye as much of what one reads as possible, 
can be of great benefit to one’s mind and 
one’s level of functioning.

Without a doubt, Ben’s views on habit 
formation were as strict as his ideas about 
reading. each week, Ben explains in his 
autobiography, he focused on one of his 
designated twelve virtues (frugality, temper-
ance, etc), allowing nothing else to replace the 
level of priority given to it, and documenting 
his practices in a notebook. Ben regularly 
emphasized the importance of practicing 
the specific virtue immediately, allowing no 
excuse to take its place. Ben essentially used 
sheer will to alter his behavior, and was able 
to note that the harder he practiced, the 
easier it got. This process of habit formation 
is the sine quae non of neuroplasticity. From 

a neuroscience perspective, 
Ben’s consistency in driving 
activity in his frontal cortex, 

the head of executive functioning, allowed 
new patterns of activity to take hold that 
would help to automate the behaviors Ben 
wanted to cultivate in himself. Focusing on 
one virtue or personal attribute at a time until 
he mastered it was his secret. he intuitively 
realized that multitasking was not the way to 
go. Modern scientific studies concur. Maybe 
if we texted, tweeted, and did everything else, 
one thing at a time, we would be less stressed, 
and find we have, in the end, made better use 
of our time.

We intend to have a full article dealing 
with one of the greatest psychological 
scourges of all time - that is, procrastination; 
and will discuss further a recent breakthrough 
in procrastination theory that appears to 
have more practical value than work that has 
preceded it. The formula, written mathemat-
ically, looks like this: Low Procrastination = 
expectation x Value/ Impulsivity x delay. 
We mention the formula here because, as 
excited as we are with this new research, a 
review of Ben’s work indicates that the prin-
ciples newly touted as effective in combating 
procrastination were already in use several 

hundred years ago. Ben’s unwavering faith 
in a better tomorrow parallels the formula’s 
variable called expectation, referring to 
the confidence one has in achieving a task. 
Ben’s study of the experience of others trans-
lates into the equation’s Value component. 
his formula for dealing with tasks one at a 
time, and his attitude of “just doing it,” not 
only predicated the Nike shoes advert, but 
also developed good habit formation, and 
decreased his propensity toward harmful 
Impulsivity. until next time, remember Ben, 
and dream big.

UsCorp is a global consulting, training 
and coaching company comprised of a team of 
physicians, psychiatrists and business consul-
tants dedicated to translating the latest scientific 
research in the neurosciences, medicine, psychi-
atry, business management and leadership to 
enhance performance and innovation in the 
corporate arena as well as our clients’ profes-
sional, educational and personal lives. Contact 
Details: Website: http://www.uscorpn.com , 
eMail:  ustogether@uscorpn.com , Telephone: 
914-500-1778.

Movie Review:  “Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes” (+)

This is a prequel to the “Planet of the 
Apes” which was such a success back in 1968.  
“rise,” in the new title is a reference to how it 
came to be that human civilization perished 
and the apes – actually chimps – took control 
of the earth.  The movie is played straight by 
its central character, Will rodman (James 
Franco), a scientist working at a major 
chemical company, Gen-sys, on an experi-
mental drug hopefully to be used to reverse 
and actually cure Alzheimer’s.  Will has a 
special interest in pursuing the lab tests on 
the lab’s chimps, because his father charles 
( John Lithgow) is a victim of the disease in 
its final stages.  charles lives with his son, 
cared for by a nurse who threatens to quit 
because the patient is becoming unmanage-
able.  This all takes place in san Francisco in 
the present time.  The Golden Gate Bridge 
later becomes the setting for the finale which 
includes a fierce battle between cops and 
chimps and executed with marvelous special 
effects.

earlier in the film, we have a moment 
when the ongoing lab testing and apparent 
success of the drug experiment is interrupted 
by the lab chimp receiving the drug suddenly 

Continued on page 12

Benjamin Franklin’s Brain and The American Dream: Part Two

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH
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Continued from page 11
going wild, causing enormous damage, 

including breaking into a boardroom to 
interrupt and terrify those assembled who are 
solicited to invest in the drug.  The chimp’s 
behavior causes the experiment to be ended.  
The chimp, a female called “Bright eyes,” is 
killed.  It is then discovered that her violent 
actions were caused by the birth of her 
baby and her fear that the baby was being 
threatened.  The baby chimp is later named 
“caesar,” and is cared for at home by Will, 
now joined by caroline (Frieda Pinto) who 
is Will’s significant other, and charles.  The 
three and caesar live an idyllic life in a one-
family home on a lovely block not far from 
a redwood tree forest, where caesar swings 
from the treetops and sees the Golden Gate 
Bridge.

No more details so as not to lessen your 
pleasure when you view them for the first 
time.  Of course, the Alzheimer’s vaccine 
makes caesar a super-brainy chimp, but 
its properties also ultimately kill charles.  

caesar, who engages in a protective act 
involving charles before his death, is hustled 
off to a chimp city lockup where he becomes 
disillusioned with Will, who is unable to 
spring him from the lockup.  caesar becomes 
interested in the scores of chimps and other 
primates in the lockup.  he is badly treated 
by a human attendant who ultimately pays 
for his cruelty, and the great ape revolt begins.

It is marvelous to watch.  You will have 
a great time enjoying its both poignant 
and hilarious moments.  Franco and all the 
human actors are professional and believable.  
At one point, caesar, looking like a roman 
general, leads his ape troops across the 
bridge.  All of the chimps perform magnifi-
cently and their facial expressions are totally 
human and believable.

For me, this well constructed sci-fi story, 
ridiculous at times, is so much better than 
the “harry Potter” and “Lord of the rings” 
movies.  Why don’t they make these movies 
in the winter, as well as the summer?

henry stern said: “First, I confess that 
I am a lifelong fan 
of the “Planet of 
the Apes” concept.  
When I was Parks 
commissioner, 
I renamed the 
Fountain of the 
Planets in Flushing 

Meadows corona Park the Fountain of 
the Planet of the Apes.  Later, in agree-
ment with then Borough President claire 
shulman, who had reservations about the 
name change, a smaller fountain was named 
instead for the Apes film, and a matching 

small fountain was named to commemorate 
another great book and movie, the Fountain 
of the Grapes of Wrath. The Fountain of 
the Planets resumed the name given to it 
by robert Moses, not the name honoring 
charlton heston, who played Moses in cecil 
B. deMille’s “The Ten commandments’ 
(1956), and who was called ‘Bright eyes’ in 
the original ‘Planet of the Apes’ in 1968.  In 
the 2011 film, caesar’s mother is called 
‘Bright eyes.’

“second, I thought ‘The rise’ is a 
splendid movie in its own right. Its emphasis 
on morality and character is rare in films 
today. In general, the apes are shown to be 
more principled and caring than most of 
the humans in the movie. Whatever awards 
this film may or may not win, it is certain to 
become a landmark in American popular 
culture.

“I join Mayor Koch in recommending it 
to young and old.”

Movie Review:  “Attack 
the Block” (-)

This ridiculous, sophomoric movie was 
praised by two major movie reviewers. 

elizabeth Weitzman of the Daily News 
gave it three stars.  In her review she wrote, 
“The cast is splendid, the script quick-
witted and the action satisfying.  If steven 

spielberg and J.J. Abrams had turned 
super 8 into a low-budget B-movie, it 
might have looked something like this.”

In her New York Times review, Jeannette 
catsoulis wrote that the film is “a canny 
blend of jokes and jitters…about breaching 
class barriers to defend you home turf.”

The story is about a group of young-
sters living in London’s “estate housing.”  
(A euphemism for welfare flats occupied 
by those on the dole.)  The teenagers take 
action to deal with dangerous critters from 
outer space with glistening fangs.  When 
they’re not fighting the extraterrestrials, 
they’re engaged in low-level criminality. 

Bizarrely, the movie is rated “r.”  The 
banter is in such a heavy dialect that I 
missed some of it, but if I had understood 
every word, it would not have turned me 
on.  Avoid.

Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews at www.
MayorKoch.com.
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OFBLUE
BY BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Preview: delbert Mcclinton & Friends; 
sandy Beach cruise 18. Jan 8th-15th, 2012

hard to believe that the days of summer are winding 
down and it will soon be time to start thinking about 
cooler weather, and perhaps jaunts down south to escape 
the aggressiveness of the gray days of winter. That being 
said, my thoughts are already starting to meander towards 
the upcoming 2012 sandy Beach cruise featuring the 
multiple Grammy winner; delbert Mcclinton, and some 
of his favorite musical friends. This year’s edition sets sail 
from Ft. Lauderdale, FL from January 8th through the 

15th, and visits the islands of st. Bart’s, st. Kitts, and Nevis. 
returning from last years cruise are: Al Anderson, 

Marcia Ball, Bruce Channel, Nick Connolly, 
Bob diPiero, Fred Eaglesmith, Jimmy Hall, Tom 
Hambridge, Teresa James & the Rhythm Tramps, J.T. 
Lauritsen & the Buckshot Hunters, Colin Linden, Big 
Joe Maher, Raul Malo, Clay McClinton, The McCrary 
Sisters, Mingo Fishtrap, Gary Nicholson, Lee Roy 

Continued on page 13
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t’s a bird, it’s a plane... No, it 
Is a bird after all. One, rarely seen 
in the u.s.  And it’s been spotted 
hanging out in Brooklyn, New 

York -- at coney Island.
Your correspondent, who is fluent in bird 

talk, met up with the sought-after seagull late at 
night on the beach, offered to share some Nathan’s 
Famous French Fries with him, and was able to 
score an interview. scoop of a lifetime! And by the 
way, the gull pronounced the Nathan’s fries “fly-
me-to-the-moon fantastic.”  

The bird confided that he had been disgusted 
with the number of birders from all over the 
country who were stalking him and tripping over 
each other in an attempt to take his picture. he 
dismissed them as birdbrains.   

The gull’s thought about his unique GrAY 
hood? he’s tired of it and pronounced it too bland 
and boring. he’s ready to move on to a hood of a 
different color and has been shopping around. he’s 

checked out Armani, Barneys, and saks Fifth 
Avenue. No luck so far.

The gray-hooded gull laughed as he related 
his favorite coney Island moment. While riding 
The cyclone, coney Island’s world-famous roller 
coaster, he had waited for the very highest point of 
the ride, then leaned out of the car and pooped on 
a group of hapless tourists. “ready, Aim, Fire,” he 
squawked with delight.   

As midnight approached, the gull ended the 
interview, saying he was on his way to a Manhattan 
jazz club, one featuring a guitarist who is rumored 
to sound just like his idol -- the late, great charlie 
Byrd.   

As he flew off into the dark night, the gull was 
singing softly. The tune? “Blue skies,” written by 
Irving Berlin, in 1926.   

It was a night to remember.

Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Authors 
online.

Continued from page 12
Parnell, Jill Sobule, Paul Thorn, Wayne 

Toups & Zydecajun, Foy Vance, Seth Walker, 
Kevin Welch and Miles Zuniga, along with the 
grand master of ceremonies; Delbert McClinton. 
New to the cruise artists this year include: eric 
Lindell, Martraca Berg, danny Myrick, Gretchen 
Peters and Lara White.

Last years world-class cruise had many memo-
rable highlights, and it’s easily the best rhythm & 
Blues cruise in the world. I have great memories 
of soaking up performances by Lee roy Parnell, 
Gary Nicholson, clay Mcclinton, Tab Benoit, 
seth Walker, don Wise, Marcia Ball, Bekka 
Bramlett, Wayne Toups, Tommy castro, Keith 
crossan, Mingo Fishtrap, Kevin McKendree, 

Al Anderson, delbert, and countless others. The 
holland America line Westerdam ship offers great 
amenities, outstanding food, comfortable cabins, 
in room satellite cable network TV, a extremely 
friendly staff, and oh yes- round the clock top shelf 
music. For additional evidence checkout the fine 
dVd “rocking The Boat- delbert Mcclinton 
– A Musical conversation & Journey,” which 
is a documentary about one of the previous at 
sea cruises that also features outstanding concert 
performances with many of the previously 
mentioned musicians. 

For more information call 1-800-delbert, or 
surf to: www.Delbert.com don’t snooze or you 
will lose (last years cruise was totally sold out,) as 
January will be here before you know it. I hope to 
see some of you on board, you won’t regret it. This 
cruise is a blast and a hardy party!

Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com

 MUSIC

Kevin McKendree,

Jimmy Hall

The Sounds of Blue

 THE SPOOF

Gray-Hooded Gull at Coney Island: First Interview
By GAIL FARRELLY
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 EYE ON  THEATRE

Altar Boyz at the 
Westchester Broadway 
Theatre in elmsford, 
New York,  is sassy, 

youthfully self-confident fun: a musical 
about a ballsy christian boy band that 
garners laughs from elders as readily. 
The boys are named—very tongue-in-
cheek—Matthew, Mark, Luke and Juan 
(a Latino), as well as Abraham, a Jewish 
youth who was charmed enough to join 
them. They are on the last leg of a nation-
wide tour, and all restraint is flung to the 
winds as the boys explode onto the stage.

conceived by Mark Kessler and Ken 
davenport, with a book by Kevin del Aguila 
and half a dozen songs (words and music) 
each from Gary Adler and Michael Patrick 
Walker, orchestrated by doug Katsaros and 
Lynne shankel, it stops just short of too 
many cooks spoiling the broth. It has been 
staged by carlos encinias, a replacement 
in the original Off Broadway cast, who also 
re-created christopher Gattelli’s original 
choreography.

I hope you are still with me through this 
maze of nomenclature, but we must have 
praise where it is due. What has emerged is 
pleasant spoof of such bands, and only very 
amiably, of religion. One cannot but smile, 
for starters, at an electronic “soul sensor” that 
records the number of audience members 
whose souls have yet to be saved and, apart 
from a brief relapse, heads ineluctably for 
zero.

That is the kind of merriment to be had, 
along with good tunes and lyrics like “Jesus 

called me on 
my cell phone” 
and, in a hymn 
to abstinence 
addressed to a 
girl conscripted 
from the audi-
ence, “Girl, 
you make me 
wanna wait.” Or 
how about “We 
know that God 
is where it’s at/
Because we think 
he’s real phat.”

salvation 
comes from a 
cast that sing, 
dance, tease one 

another, and bring on the occasional prop 
(like the toy lambs for a number about the 
lambs of God) and heeds the instructions 
from the voice of God (i.e. , Mike Bennett) 
on the P.A. system. There are differences 
among the boys, mostly in the proportion of 
virility and effeteness, but everyone performs 
with identical brio. The actors are Patrick 
elliott, Ian Joseph, ralph Metzler, Travis 
Morin and Patrick Ortiz, and the four musi-
cians providing a consistently joyful noise are 

david Gardos, david shoup, Ken ross, and 
the enthusiastic leader Julie McBride.

There is no scenery beyond a stage that 
rises and sinks to good effect and there are 
costumes that could have sprouted on any 
street, simply and steadily lighted. The 
show lasts the now preferred time of ninety 
minutes without intermission, which proves 
just right, and the food and service transcend 
the usual dinner-theater level.

I was surprised by how much I enjoyed 
the Off Broadway original, and surprised 
again by how much my pleasure was repli-
cated afresh. 

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review,New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD 
from Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, Harvard 
University, Bard College and Marymount 
Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Altar Egos
By John Simon
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Beautiful Italian styling combined 
with timeless functionality, efficient design 
and innovative technology – these are the 
attributes that made the original Fiat 500 
(cinquecento) a timeless icon. More than 50 
years later, the same qualities make the new 
2012 Fiat 500 relevant for an entirely new 
generation of drivers.

“The Fiat 500 has always been the right 
car at the right time,” said Laura soave, head 
of Fiat Brand North America. “The new 
Fiat 500 brings something truly unique to a 
fast-growing segment in America, delivering 
Italian-by-design function, value and effi-
ciency intelligently tailored for our market.”

Fiat’s successful small car formula 
worked then and still works now
Like the original cinquecento, the new Fiat 
500 showcases the brand’s ingenuity to build 
world-class small cars that ignite a spirit of 
the times through simple design, beautiful 
craftsmanship and timeless value. As a result, 
the Fiat 500 has continued to surprise and 
delight customers worldwide for more than 
50 years.

satisfying the individual mobility need 
for Italians and other europeans after the 
second World War, the original Fiat ‘Nuova’ 
500 became a catalyst in 1957 for the country 
of the ‘poor but beautiful’ to be not quite 
as poor. With almost 4 million examples 
produced between 1957 and 1975, the small 
and efficient Fiat 500 succeeded in providing 
an affordable, comfortable and reliable trans-
portation solution while helping to ignite 
Italy’s post-war economic recovery. 

More than 50 years later, and thanks 
to its stylistic and modern technological 
features, the new Fiat 500 represents the 
spark of another milestone along the lasting 
process of expansion. And this is where 
history starts again.

The 2012 Fiat 500 caters to a new genera-
tion of Americans who want their vehicle to be 
as engaging, individualized, ecologically respon-
sible and technologically savvy as they are.

“Like the original cinquecento a half-
century ago, the new Fiat 500 changes the 
rules of personal transportation and delivers 
a new sense of individual expression and 
opportunity. At a time when America is 
getting back to basics with a fresh aware-
ness of the environment around, the new 
Fiat 500 identifies with today’s minimalistic 
attitude and delivers with state-of-the-art 
eco-friendly technology wrapped in world-

class quality, craftsmanship and style,” added 
soave.

This modern-generation Fiat 500 offers 
safety, fuel economy, quality and advanced 
technology perfectly balanced with iconic 
Italian style. With its city-friendly four-
passenger A-segment size, engaging driving 
dynamics, all-new fuel-efficient 1.4-liter 
Fiat MultiAir® engine delivering up to 38 
highway mpg and a best-in-class 30 mpg 
city (with manual transmission), standard 
state-of-the-art BLue&Me™ handsfree 
communication technology, seven standard 
air bags and new quality and refinement 
adaptations for the u.s. market, including 
an all-new six-speed automatic transmis-
sion, the 2012 Fiat 500 offers a driving and 

ownership experience unlike anything avail-
able today.

reminiscent of the original cinquecento, 
the 2012 Fiat 500 builds on the vehicle’s global 
popularity. since its initial launch in 2007, 
more than 500,000 Fiat 500 vehicles have 
been sold in more than 80 countries around 
the world. The model’s unquestionable 

popularity is the result of the Fiat 500’s great 
ability to deliver unmatched personalization 
options with advanced solutions in terms of 
quality, engine and passenger comfort. In 
addition to success on the sales front, the 
Fiat 500 has earned 60 international awards, 
including being named the 2008 european 
car of the Year.

The Right Car at the Right Time
“The new Fiat 500 changes the rules of personal transportation and delivers a 

new sense of individual expression and opportunity.” — Laura soave



Page 16 The WesTchesTer GuArdIAN ThursdAY, AuGusT 18, 2011

The Westchester Guardian readers are asking for it; 
so here it is. Any projections that find their way onto 
the printed page are the sole opinion of the author. so 
without further adieu, here it is.

county Board of Legislators race
District 1 republican and conservative John Testa is being chal-
lenged by democrat John Kane.
District 2 democratic Majority Leader Pete harckham is being 
challenged by republicans Peter Michaelis and Lisa douglas. The 
latter two will meet each other in the september 13th primary. This is 
gearing up to be a close primary with both candidates doing a lot of 
campaigning via social media sites. however, as we go to press, Judge 
John La cava invalidated Michaelis’ Independent write in challenge. 
due to a sNAFu with both notaries involved in the petitioning process, 
47 signatures have been invalidated and there will be no primary.
District 3 democrat John Nonna is being challenged by republican 
Michael smith. until the re-districting debacle, Nonna has had a pretty 
successful and smooth term in office. Let’s see if the voters forget that 
mess come November.
District 4 Incumbent democrat Mike Kaplowitz is being chal-
lenged by Terence Murphy. Murphy was nearly shut out when those 
pesky new re-districting lines cut across his yard and damn near cut him 
out. As a matter of fact, on Thursday, August 12th he finally withdrew 
his petition to cut Murphy out of the race.  Murphy’s supporters are 
campaigning hard against Kaplowitz who they are referring to as “Tax 

Governmentsection
 CAMPAIGN TRAIL

hike Mike.”  catchy phrase 
but will it be enough to unseat 
Kaplowitz? Time will tell.
District 5 Incumbent 
democrat Bill “Boss” ryan is 
being challenged by republican 
Iris Pagan. With a voter break-
down of 15,446 democrats to 
6,891 republicans, this long 
term White Plains Legislator is 
probably staying put on the 8th 
floor.
District 6  Incumbent 
Martin rogowsky is retiring 
and there are three individuals 
who want that seat. daniel 
Brakewood from the Working 
Families Party, republican 
david Gelfarb, and democrat 
Mark Jaffe.
District 7 republican 
and rye city councilwoman 
suzanna Keith is hoping to 
unseat democrat Judy Meyers. 
Meyers you’ll remember was the 
recipient of an email that she 
deemed so offensive that she 
wanted George Oros canned. 
District 8 Alfreda Williams 
is running un-opposed.

District 9 With the retire-
ment of Bill Burton, democrat 
and Ossining Town supervisor 
catherine Borgia will be 
running against republican 
susan Konig. Both women are 
well liked by the voters so this 
should be an interesting race to 
watch.
District 10 republican sheila 
Marcotte is being challenged by 
democrat John Fitzpatrick.
District 11 republican 
Minority Leader Jim Maisano 
is running un-opposed.
District 12 democrat incum-
bent Mary Jane shimsky is 
being challenged by republican 
John russo.
District 13 democrat and 
incumbent Lyndon Williams is 
running against conservative 
samuel rivers.
District 14 Longtime incum-
bent and republican Bernice 
spreckman is being challenged 
by democrat George Kevgas.
District 15 Longtime 
republican incumbent Gordon 
Burrows is being challenged by 

democrat Ted Moustakopolous 
and Working Families Party 
challenger delfim heusler.
District 16 chairman Ken 
Jenkins won’t be going anywhere 
soon. he’s running unopposed.
District 17 Incumbent José 
Alvarado has his hands full with 
challenges from both fellow 
democrat Virginia Perez and 
republican carmen Gomez 
Goldberg. Alvarado has had 
both ladies in court in an 
attempt to knock them off the 
ballot and to run un-opposed. 
Judge Les Adler already ruled 
that Goldberg is to remain on 
the ballot. On Thursday August 
14th, The Westchester Guardian 
received a press notice from 
the Perez campaign stating that 
Alvarado had withdrawn his 
complaint thus sending Perez to 
primary him on september 13th.

Nancy King is a resident of 
Greenburgh, New York.

The Post Petition Ballot
By NANCY KING 

The 
Westchester 
Guardian learned 
late last week that 

Astorino chief of staff  George 
Oros testified before Judge 
Walker that his notary seal was 
indeed valid and that he did not 
accompany the republican candi-
date for the 5th district, suzanna 
Keith, on county time while they 
collected petitions for her on the 
Opportunity to Ballot petitions.   

According to Mr. Oros and 
Jeff Binder, the legal counsel repre-
senting incumbent Legislator Judy 
Meyers, they received a report that 
Ms. Keith had garnered fourteen 
signatures  which Mr. Oros certi-
fied to be valid.   Getting fourteen 
signatures in one evening alone 
can raise an eyebrow; this was 
no normal evening of signature 

collecting.  With just one day 
before petitions were due, Ms. 
Keith realized that her signa-
tures were on the wrong petition.  
Mistakes like this are common as 
the Opportunity to Ballot peti-
tions must be blank on top and this 
one clearly had suzanna’s name on 
the top of the template.  But with 
only 24 hours left before petitions 
were due,  Keith showed a sheer 
act of genius.  she contacted each 
and every one of the individual 
signatories who had originally 
signed the petition and  explained 
the error and asked them to sign 
again. 

Although that was a brilliant 
idea, finding a Notary Public to 
go with you to certify those signa-
tures can be a challenge.  so Ms. 
Keith reached out to Mr. Oros 
who was more than happy to 

oblige. Ms. Keith was able to get 
all of the signatures she needed 
and was smart enough to log 
the exact time each person again 
signed the petition.  But appar-
ently Ms.Keith’s   good planning 
caught the interest of democrat 
Judy Meyers.   however, one ques-
tions how Ms. Meyers got wind of 
Ms. Keith’s troubles.   No matter 
who got suspicious, they all ended 
up in court.

But getting to court was pretty 
damned ridiculous.  Ms. Meyer’s 
attorney, Jeff Binder, attempted 
to have Mr. Oros served with 
a subpoena at his office on the 
9th floor of the county Office 
Building but he wasn’t there.  
downstairs, to the eighth floor 
they went, and of course, no Oros.  
Finally, the process servers left 

Continued on page 17

You Just Can’t Make This Sort of Stuff Up
By NANCY KING 



Page 17The WesTchesTer GuArdIAN ThursdAY, AuGusT 18, 2011

Iona college volun-
tarily withdrew its 
proposed dormitory plan 
for Mayflower Avenue in 
a “collaborative planning 
process” which included 

a temporary plan to increase the present 
occupancy levels. The arbitrary agreement 
of New rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson 
with that of the new Iona President dr. 
Joseph Nyre, was hotly contested. At the 
original meeting of Mayor Bramson (d) 
and dr. Nyre, a decision was made to with-
draw the l0-story residence proposal in 
return for an agreement by New rochelle 
to “adjust the local occupancy standards” 

for two years to less stringent New 
York state dormitory Authority 
codes to allow more students to live in 
the present dorms. It will however be 
necessary for the New rochelle city 

council to hold a public hearing before 
adopting new occupancy codes. The orig-
inal occupancy levels relative to zoning 
regulations were set in 2002. According to 
city Manager chuck strome, this agree-
ment was concluded between the New 
rochelle city council and Iona college 
at that time. 

The neighborhoods in close prox-
imity to the proposed dorm have had no 
input to the proposed change. even so, 
the two-year extension over occupancy 
rates was supported by some neighbors. 
Bob Mccaffrey, president of the Mount 
Joy Neighborhood Association said he 
“supports the occupancy action only for 
the sake of the Iona students and their 
families to move forward with the new 
president. Yet more needs to be reviewed 
before the public hearing. I still do not 
support any dormitory of this size. I do 
support the temporary action (to increase 
dormitory occupancy limits) as long as it 

is done legally,”
Iona has apparently permitted these 

higher occupancy levels in the dormi-
tories for several years. At the special 
meeting of the New rochelle city 
council on August 9, 2011, councilman 
Lou Trangucci (r) asked how the present 
allowance for occupancy levels were 
established. Lehal counsel Kathleen Gill 
said it was in the college’s zoning agree-
ment, and the college had increased the 
occupancy without the knowledge of 
the city. councilman Al Tarantino(r) 
wanted to know how future certifications 
would be completed and was told there is 
no guarantee the college would follow the 
code. The dormitory Authority inspects 
and certifies. Tarantino wanted to know 
whether other dormitory buildings in the 
city “are not over capacity.” city Manager 
strome suggested asking for a copy of 
the certifications. he also promised to 
send materials to council members prior 
to when they have to vote. councilman 
Jared rice (d) asked about the possibility 
of retail development in the area and 
strome advised there were no restrictions 
for retail businesses in the area. 

councilman richard st. Paul insinu-
ated himself by asking for clarification. 
he suggested sending someone to inspect 
the dorms since Iona had admitted 
intentionally violating the zoning codes; 
if necessary he suggested a violation 
be issued. Gill said if a notice of viola-
tion was issued, Iona would be given 20 
to 30 days to come into compliance and 
this would place the action after a city 
council hearing in september. strome 
did not concur with councilman st. 
Paul’s suggestion because of the voluntary 
nature of the college’s disclosure the dorms 
were not in compliance. Mayor Bramson 
brought this to the staff ’s attention and 

beseeched the neighborhood association 
to reach accommodation. Furthermore, 
Iona’s President dr. dyre said he would 
not violate the zoning regulations if the 
city council decides not to permit the 
change requested.

st. Paul continued that students would 
be returning to college at the end of August 
and the dormitory would then be in non-
compliance. strome advised he could 
not recommend sending an enforcement 

officer prior to the city council deciding 
if the new code is not satisfactory. st. Paul 
reiterated his impression that the press 
conference of August 2, 2011, sounded to 
him to be a done deal. That press release 
quoted Mayor Bramson on “this agree-
ment” and announced a joint planning 
effort. According to strome, everyone 
was invited to the press conference and 
some “chose not to attend.”  Bramson said 
it was an “unusual situation” and felt the 
priority should be to strengthen the city’s 
relationship with Iona. strome added, “If

Continued on page 18
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their service papers at the security desk 

on the first floor and the cleaning people 
threw them out overnight.   A second set 
was finally delivered to the Oros’ house-
hold where they were attached to the 
front door and no one saw them there 
either.  Oros entered his house through 
the garage entrance.

Being an lethical gentleman, Mr. 
Oros contacted the court and agreed to 
testify on Wednesday, August  10th. The 
witnesses who happened to be the signers 
did show up and testify that they did 
indeed hear Mr. Oros ask them to swear 
as to who they were and where they lived.  
In the end, Mr. Binder and Ms. Meyer 
withdrew their claim and Judge Walker 

ruled that suzanna Keith will indeed 
be on the Independent Primary Ballot. 
Whew!

here however are the questions that 
make this story so absurd.  We want to 
know who knew that suzanna Keith 
had the wrong template and had George 
Oros as her notary.  unconfirmed sources 
believe that it may be a former political 
operative who had an axe to grind with 
Keith. But one has to applaud Judge sam 

Walker for having the good sense to put 
it in the hands of the voters.  We are the 
electorate and we will decide for ourselves 
on election day.  The saddest part of this 
tale is the amount of taxpayer money and 
time that was wasted on what looks to be 
a case of an individual with a bone to pick. 
Very sad indeed.

Nancy King is a resident of Greenburgh, 
New York.

You Just Can’t Make This Sort of Stuff Up
By NANCY KING 

You Just Can’t Make This Sort of Stuff Up

Iona Still Not in Compliance Over Dormitory Regulations
By PEGGY GODFREY
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“After her cancer treatment,
she could not 

fly commercially.
What a relief she 

could fly with 
Corporate Angel Network.”

Thanks to business aviation, 
we’re bringing cancer patients closer to their cure.
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Through the generosity of corporations flying
business aircraft, Corporate Angel Network arranges
free travel for cancer patients using the empty seats
on corporate jets.

This service is vitally important to cancer patients.
Some simply can’t afford the cost to fly commercially.
Others can’t handle the stress of navigating airports.
Still others can’t risk the exposure of crowded
airports because of immune system deficiencies.

Since 1981, Corporate Angel Network, a not-for-profit
organization, has worked with U.S. corporations to
schedule nearly 40,000 cancer-patient flights and
currently transports between 250 and 300 patients a
month to and from treatment. The process is simple.
Corporate Angel Network’s staff does all the work.
After all, patients and their families have enough to
worry about.

Corporate Angel Network, Inc.
(866) 328-1313  www.corpangelnetwork.org

Corporate Angel Network
Cancer patients fly free in 
the empty seats on corporate jets.
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Continued from page 17
Iona did not come to us” they would not 
have put all the students in the dorm. Gill 
added: “ Iona did not want a violation.”

Legal aspects of the non-conformity 
of the occupancy codes for the dorms 
continued to be discussed. st. Paul asked 
if a moratorium could be placed on the 
zoning codes and held in abeyance until 
september 14, 2011, without a public 
hearing, but was dissuaded and discour-
aged by Gill’s answers. councilmember 
Marianne sussman (d) entered the 
conversation by saying that Iona came to 
the city in good faith and they should 
not be sent “vindictively” to court.  It is a 
matter of good faith whether or not Iona 
receives this agreement from the council. 
st. Paul wanted to know what the “joint 
planning effort” was and how it worked. 

The council hearing was set for 
september 14.  After the meeting 

councilman Jared rice felt there was 
something in the works. he was hopeful 
something could be worked out among the 
city, neighborhood, and Iona. councilman 
Lou Trangucci expressed the position that 
the deal struck by the city does not enforce 
the zoning violations because it was not 
agreed upon between Mayor Bramson 
and the city council. It was at the city 
council meeting that councilmembers 
learned the city would not enforce the 
violations.

councilman Trangucci believes the 
city’s attempt to create a good rapport 
with Iona should also have involved the 
neighborhood associations. councilman 
richard st. Paul disagreed with the admin-
istration because the city’s conduct in 
anathema to zoning regulations and codes.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, and 
former educator.

eAsTchesTer, NY -- Two 
eastchester high school seniors recently 
completed the school’s Wise Individualized 
senior experience (WIse) internship 
program at the Office of state senator 
Jeffrey d. Klein, (d-Bronx/ Westchester).

david Gogats and James Manning 
assisted senator Klein and his staff with 
constituent service cases and community 
outreach.

“david and James are each smart 
young men with bright futures ahead 
of them,” said senator Klein. “I thank 
them for their help and their interest in 

community service.”
Gogats will be attending catholic 

university in the Fall. he said: “I never 
knew how many people actually contacted 
their state representative. It felt really great 
to help people on an individual level.”

James Manning, will be attending 
George Washington university this Fall. 
he said: “It’s amazing how much goes 
on behind the scenes in local govern-
ment. It was very exciting to attend a local 
eastchester Town Board meeting and see 
how government works.”

Iona Still Not in Compliance Over Dormitory 
Regulations

Eastchester Seniors Complete Internship 
with Senator Klein
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The controversy and 
disappointment hanging 
over Mount Vernon Mayor 
clinton Young just keeps 
expanding. unlike former 
Mayor ernest davis who 

was wrongfully accused of taking part in 
corrupt activity, Mayor Young has actually 
been caught with his hands in the cookie 
jar. The Westchester Guardian expanded its 
investigation of Mayor Young over a year 
ago and confirmed that Young and his 
cohorts were, and still are, involved in bid 
rigging and outright theft of funds from 
hard working Mount Vernon residents. 
Young’s involvement in the bid rigging 
scandal, revealed in the July 18th edition 
of The Westchester Guardian ( http://www.
westchesterguardian.com/7_28_11/
wg_7_28_fin.pdf ), involving the family 
and friends of rossignuollo contracting 
and Michelle capuano who is directly 
involved in Mayor Young’s current elec-
tion campaign is an eye opener. It has been 
confirmed in documents retrieved from 
undercover sources that to date this gang of 
misfits have stolen hundreds of thousands 
of dollars form Mount Vernon residents.

Mayor clinton Young is now facing 
attacks from those with seniority in the 
community; our senior citizens. 

John dunham, an 81-year-old Mount 
Vernon resident and the president of the 
senior Advisory Board at the Mount 
Vernon dole center has declared war on 
Mayor Young, describing him a “dumb” 
mayor. dunham, and his wife Aldora, are 
joined and supported by over 200 Mount 
Vernon seniors who share the same anger 
with the Mayor Young. Their complaint is 
that Mayor clinton Young evicted them 
from the place they all called their second 
home: The senior room at the dole 
center.

Last August, recreation 
commissioner Peter Neglia, under orders 
from Mayor Young, walked into the 
senior room at the dole center and told 
all the seniors to get out. “he was nasty, 
and rude,” said dunham. “he gave us no 
explanations other than the ceiling was 
leaking.” dunham countered by telling 
The Westchester Guardian, “that damn 
ceiling has been leaking for 13 years. he 
didn’t have to throw us out like we were 
garbage.” 

The seniors were in shock. “We 
couldn’t believe that 200 seniors were 
being evicted for a small ceiling leak which 

existed for over a decade,” said 
dunham.

The Westchester Guardian 
contacted Mayor Young’s office 
twice for comment yet was 
told, “the mayor was on vaca-
tion.” That same day, Mayor 
Young was seen walking the 
streets of the North side of 
Mount Vernon knocking 
on doors, campaigning 
with Westchester county 
Board Legislator Lyndon 
Williams and chief of staff Yolanda 
robinson.

The Westchester Guardian called Mayor 
Young’s cell phone number (914-260-
7869) twice, but received no return phone 
call after requesting a call back.

recreation commissioner Neglia 
directed all 200 seniors to attend the senior 
center at the Armory which is located on 
the other side of town, at 44 North street, 
in Mt Vernon.

The Mount Vernon dole senior 
center has long been considered the recre-
ational home, and social gathering place to 
many seniors who range in age from 65 to 
95, is the only thing left for them to look 
forward to.

According to representatives from the 
dole center, all the seniors who attended 
the center lived within walking distance 
of the center. They came from Macedonia 
Towers at 150 s. 5th street, The Grace 
house, located at 229 s. 7th, and the proj-
ects located at 230 - 240 south 7th, 70 W. 
3rd street, and 215 s. 9th street.

The senior room at the dole center 
was a way of life and a second home for 
most seniors. They gathered on a daily 
basis to play checkers, dominoes, cards, 
and pool. They had birthday parties, played 
bingo, and engaged in line dancing. They 
gathered to laugh and cry, gossip and sing. 
They took trips to casinos and parks. On a 
Wednesday afternoon, in August 2010, it 
was all taken away for reasons the seniors 
are calling absurd. Only the seniors were 
evicted from the dole center. The dole 
center itself is still open and in use. The 
assertion that the senior room was unsafe 
has evidently been retracted by the conduct 
of the dole center. The dole center is 
permitting the senior room to be used 
a practice room for those involved in line 
dancing. 

The rationale for evicting the seniors 
from the dole center has never been 

made. Why? If the facility is a 
hazard to life and property, why 
hasn’t it been fixed a year later?

The Westchester Guardian 
contacted former recreation 
specialist Phyllis Pannetta, who 
worked with the seniors at the 

dole center for six years. Mrs 
Pannetta told The Westchester 

Guardian she “took the 
seniors on field trips, played 
bingo with them, and did 

whatever the seniors enjoyed 
doing. I love them all and sincerely miss 
them,” continued Pannetta. “This was 
our second home and Mayor Young took 
it from us,” said Mrs Pannetta. Phyllis 
Pannetta no longer works at the dole 
center. Its been reported that Mayor 
Young fired her in July of 2010, less than 
one month prior to shutting down the 
dole senior center. When asked why she 
was fired, Pannetta responded by stating, 
“I was fired for saying, ‘hello!’ to former 
Mayor ernest davis while at a city park 
with the seniors. That’s why I was fired.” 
advised Pannetta. 

The Westchester Guardian contacted 
roberta James for comment after not 

receiving a response from our several tele-
phone inquiries of Mayor Young. roberta 
James is a long time Mount Vernon resi-
dent who with her entire family worked on 
Mayor Young’s election campaign nearly 
4 years ago. Mrs. James, whose mother is 
a senior who frequented the dole center 
told The Westchester Guardian that she 
apologized for all the wrongs of Mayor 
clinton Young. “I apologize to the seniors 
from the dole center,” said James. “Mayor 
Young was a big mistake. he lied and 
fooled us all,” stressed Mrs, James. “I also

Continued on page 20
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Evicted Senior Citizens Vow to Knock Out Mount Vernon Mayor Young
By SAM ZHERKA

Former Mayor Ernest Davis

Mr. and Mrs Dunham
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apologize to the entire city and to former 
Mayor ernest davis who should still be 
mayor. We betrayed him and I am really, 
really sorry.”

The Westchester Guardian contacted 
Mount Vernon comptroller Maureen 
Walker’s office for comment on the dole 
center debacle and was told she was 
unavailable

The Westchester Guardian then 
contacted former Mayor ernest davis, 
who is currently running for re-election for 
mayor. ernest davis immediately showed 
up at The Westchester Guardian office to 
discuss and make comments on the issue 
of the closure of the senior room at the 
dole center. 

“I’m a 73 year old senior citizen,” said 
davis, while smiling. “Its crazy to disrupt 

the lives of so many seniors over a leak. Just 
fix the damn thing,” said davis. “If need be, 
do it temporarily, ’til you can fix it perma-
nently.” davis promised that if re-elected 
as mayor he would re-open the senior 
room at the dole center immediately. 
“I’m old school and know that you don’t 
mess with seniors,” said davis. 

It would appear that Mayor clinton 
Young picked a fight with the wrong 

crowd. A crowd whose lives have been 
disrupted; …a crowd who hold seniority 
in our society. A crowd who represent the 
most respected class in every community. 
A crowd who possess and use the most 
powerful weapon in our democracy, the 
right to vote. 

“Mayor clinton Young is a liar and a 
crook.” said Aldora dunham and Phyllis 
Pannetta. “On election day the seniors 
are going to throw him out of office,” 
concluded Mrs. dunham.

Evicted Senior Citizens Vow to Knock Out Mount Vernon Mayor Young
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Raffle 
Campaign

A few weeks 
ago, richard 
Martinelli, who 
claims to have the 
best private sector 

business experience to be Mayor of Yonkers 
mailed a flyer for a campaign “raffle” of 
$1,000.00 per chance to win a 20 person 
luxury box to Yankee stadium on Aug. 15. A 
copy of the flier is attached

A few problems with this. First of all 
political organizations are absolutely prohib-
ited from conducting “games of chance” such 
as raffles. It’s a criminal misdemeanor to 
conduct such a gambling operation without 
proper permission from the NYs racing & 
Wagering Board.

second, Martinelli used the official 
Yankee logo on his mailer, perhaps without 
their consent but also creating the impression 
that the Yankees endorse his candidacy and 
the illegal raffle itself.

After inquiry, I was informed by 
NYsr&W Board that all investigations of 
violation start at the local level.

so I wrote a letter to Mayor Phil 
Amicone, copy is attached, stating that it is 
the duty of the YPd to investigate. I also sent 
the letter to hon. Janet diFiore, Westchester 
county district Attorney, who has assigned a 
complaint file number to the case.

suddenly, the Martinelli camp supposedly 
canceled the raffle after my letter hit. That’s 
not good enough. There has been no actual 
notice from Martinelli regarding the cancel-
lation. I did not receive one, even though I did 
receive the flier. (Imagine richie asking me to 
give him a $1000 for his campaign in support 
of an illegal raffle)

More questions: Who donated the luxury 
box? Who are the big rollers buying the 
$1000 chances and otherwise financing his 
campaign.

I honestly believe that Martinelli and his 

brain trust are of the mind that raising big 
campaign donations is more important than 
addressing the problems in the city, many of 
which are his own creations.

so, richard believes he can run the city 
of Yonkers, that he has the best expertise to do 
so. Neither he nor his campaign commandos 
could figure out a “no brainer” that could have 
been avoided with a simple goggle search.

Finally, think of all the Met’s fans he has 
offended.

carlo J. calvi, esq., P.e.
candidate for Mayor of Yonkers

We Need Federal Dollars to Address 
Local Infrastructure Needs

In recent months the federal, state, county 
and local governments have been laying off 
employees, cutting back services. The NYs 
Legislature has approved a property tax cap 
which will result in even more layoffs in the 
coming years.

every layoff has a ripple effect, creating 
more unemployment. One approach the 
federal government should take to address 
our unemployment problem is to provide 
assistance to local governments to fix our 
infrastructure. century-old water mains at the 
local level are breaking, underground drainage 
pipes are collapsing all over the nation, and 
many of our bridges are structurally unsafe. 
Local, county and state governments are not 
allocating adequate resources to correct this 
national problem. In addition, state, county 
and local governments are not appropriating 
the necessary funds needed to repave potholes 
and decaying roads, or to maintain older 
government buildings.

When elected officials are given a choice: 
cutting a popular recreation program or 
delaying a repair job, what do you think will 
be cut from the budget?  We can get by and 
delay infrastructure needs temporarily, but 
sooner or later -- our crumbling infrastructure 
will become a major crisis. structurally, unsafe 
bridges that collapse, and cause injuries or 

fatalities, also result in expensive litigation, and 
damages to governments, responsible for their 
outcome.

I got my start in politics in the 1980s. The 
commuter trains from Westchester to NYc 
kept breaking down at the tunnel near Grand 
central station. commuters were packed 
like sardines in trains (windows did not even 
open). Westchester residents could not rely on 
public transportation. I started a commuter 
bus system that provided commuters with 
a choice: bus or rail service. And, also filed 
numerous small claims actions against the 
railroad --which helped push our officials 
to provide funding for new equipment, new 
commuter trains and better infrastructure. 
service dramatically improved and we have 
a dependable train system. I’m afraid that 
the budget problems everyone is now expe-
riencing will result in our rail service going 
backwards-to the days when service was not 
reliable.

Our congressional representatives could 
help create jobs, reduce the unemployment 
problem and address important infrastruc-
ture needs by setting aside significant dollars 
to local, county and state governments, school 
districts for our infrastructure. The ripple 
impact of a national infrastructure-mainte-
nance program would be enormous on job 
creation. Architects, engineers, secretaries, 
lawyers, contractors would be hired. This is 
what is needed during this great recession.

 Paul Feiner is Greenburgh Town 
supervisor

Bringing Ethics Reform to Albany
To the editor,
When citizens elect public officials to 

office, they do so with high hopes and expec-
tations. Government officials and employees 
are expected to be responsible and remain 
accountable to those whom they serve. sadly, 
the actions of a few have tainted the image of 
government for the many.

Fortunately, in the most recent legislative 

session, we passed legislation that will bring 
ethics reform to Albany (A.8301/s.5679). 
I am confident that this new law, signed 
by the governor, will restore people’s faith 
in government by bringing a new level of 
accountability and transparency to New York. 
It will strengthen ethics oversight, increase 
disclosure of outside income requirements 
for public officials, and stop the unfair use of 
taxpayer money to fund pensions of officials 
convicted of felonies related to their positions. 
recently, a colleague of mine was convicted of 
using legislative member items to pay a non-
profit which was then paying him. This new 
law would guard against such practices and 
impose severe penalties on those who do.

The public has a right to know their legis-
lators’ sources of income, which is why this law 
also requires that state employees with outside 
employment disclose the names of any clients 
who may have matters before the state; this is 
to avoid a situation in which there could be a 
conflict of interest. Lobbyists are also required 
to disclose the name and compensation 
amount to state employees with whom they 
have had a “reportable business relationship.” 
New Yorkers have demanded transparency in 
government, and this will certainly help bring 
it about. 

under current law, officials convicted of a 
felony related to their office still receive their 
taxpayer-funded pension benefits.  The ethics 
reform legislation aims to correct this wrong 
by either eliminating or reducing pension 
benefits in such cases. Taxpayers’ money must 
be used carefully and wisely.  using it to fund 
the pension of someone who abused his or her 
power is not acceptable.

I strongly supported this new law, and 
I am hopeful that it will help restore New 
Yorkers’ faith in government by making sure 
that unethical behavior will not be tolerated.

sincerely,
sandy Galef
Assemblywoman, 90th A.d.

Continued on page 21
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We progressive folk are 
known for our sometimes casual 
dealing with appealing causes 
that can slip into gullibility, 

sometimes even into technical “enabling” with 
serious damage.  This appears to be the case in 
the matter of the Gaza Flotillas. For months I 
commonly received daily updates from friends 
involved in the Gaza Flotilla, but have finally 
felt compelled to respond on related matters 
which require further consideration.

I expect most of us concerned with decency 
and peace versus war and other violence share 
a great interest in the peaceful resolution of 
the decades-old major, contemporary, Middle 

east conflict between Palestinians and Israelis. 
underlying much of the conflict is the often 
expressed intent by some on the Muslim side 
to eliminate Israel, most clearly by Islamists in 
the Gaza hamas leadership, and to return to 
the status-quo-ante, that is before Israel as a 
nation, before World War II, or even before 
the First World War and the British Balfour 
declaration with its League of Nation’s 
Mandate that permitted continuation of 
Jewish settlements. 

If fact some decades ago it was my casual 
comment that, after the second World War 
and the Nazi extermination holocaust, it 
might have been more appropriate to have 

decreed that some significant portion of the 
pre-war German territory be designated as a 
national state of Israel. Possibly the Allies and 
the uN could have chosen Bavaria, perhaps 
with part of the area of Poland between WWI 
and WWII where much of the holocaust 
extermination occurred. Possibly even some 
such arrangement could have been provided 
for surviving Gypsies and other groups deci-
mated by obscene German governmental 
policies and resulting unbelievably widespread 
official atrocities. 

That comment was ‘then,’ perhaps 
theoretically avoiding some of the problems 
the world has since faced, but this is ‘now.’ 
decades later we are faced with a new world 
in a new century, even a new millennium, with 
one hundred and fifty new nation states across 
the world. And surely we, with most Israelis, 
believe there will now be a new state called 

Palestine. however recent major differences 
between the east and west lands occupied 
by Palestinians even hint that the so-called 
Two-state solution may itself be obsolete. 
Years ago, when I served as a major united 
Nations official in Pakistan, it was clear that 
the two-state solution to conflicts between 
hindus and Muslims in what became two 
states, the nations of India and Pakistan, was 
insufficient. And so West Pakistan and the 
much smaller, east Pakistan; became Pakistan, 
on the west, and Bangladesh, on the opposite 
side of India. Perhaps a similar three-state 
solution is now necessary for Palestinians to 
resolve apparently intractable conflicts in basic 
approach between Gaza and the West Bank 
to Palestinian and Israeli nationhood. 

Although it is common these days to see 
the hamas struggle conflated with the

Continued on page 22

Continuing Gaza Flotilla Problems
By BOB BOGEN
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Westchester’s Changing 
Demographics

In the July 28 Westchester Guardian, robert 
scott breaks down the changing demographics 
in Westchester county. The declining white 
versus the growing minority- hispanic, 
Black and Asian- populations, is I believe 
cause for serious reflection and consideration. 
looking toward the future, there is another 
factor that is equally, if not more significant, 
and this would appear to be a national trend 
as well. should the current ethnic and racial 
component continue to change, and the white 
population finds itself relegated to a minority 
status, will the new majority possess the requi-
site abilities and skills to assume control? Will 
they have the capacity to take hold of the reins 
of business, governance, public services, and 
maintain standards of excellence and integrity, 
and hope to achieve a sustainable work ethic 
for the good of Westchester county and its 
inhabitants?

Of course, what the current white 
majority passes on to any new majority, and to 
future generations, will have a profound effect 
on achieving a stable and well balanced social 
structure.  Any major change in demographics 
will not happen overnight, and it may take 

several generations to arrive at a point in time 
when a changing of the guard, so to speak, 
happens. education will be a key constituent 
and have a major impact on whether the new 
majority is successful in creating an atmo-
sphere of competence and well being for the 
common good. Knowledge and proficiency 
in the sciences and technologies, business and 
finance, and leadership skills will play a major 
role in achieving a healthy livable environ-
ment. An understanding, even rudimentary, 
of civics and the constitution of the united 
states is essential.

American exceptionalism is the product 
of a united people, under one flag, with 
allegiance to their fellow citizens and home-
land. If this legacy is to continue, then any 
new majority must accept assimilation, this 
includes proficiency of the english language, 
for a fractionalized nation will not stand; if not 
united, we fall. With this in mind, will these 
diverse people, filling many of the positions 
now occupied by the white majority, react 
toward one another in a civil and consid-
erate manner? european immigrants of the 
last century brought with them some ethnic 
prejudices, but over time these resolved them-
selves. however, keep in mind, these were 
people emigrating from the same continent, 
with similar traditions; most were white and 
christian. Although pockets of bigotry and 

racial prejudice still exist today, respect for the 
rights and dignity of others must be recog-
nized, for without it there is conflict and civil 
strife. Tolerance of religious beliefs, and social 
mores, although alien among groups, must be 
instilled in the minds of the young.

Grover cleveland once said, “An 
American citizen could not be a good citizen 
who did not have hope in his heart.” Although 
change is inevitable, there is no crystal ball, and 
what the future will bring; God only knows. 
But let us all hope serious thought is being 
given in the halls of education, business and 
government, and that those in positions of 
authority, decision makers, are paying partic-
ular attention to the demographic changes 
that are taking place in Westchester county 
and across America. The future of this great 
nation depends on what we do now.

Bob Pascarella
The Bronx, New York

The Family Dynamic
“reinvest the Family structure to move 

Mount Vernon Forward” in your July 21st 
issue was replete with pie in the sky sugges-
tions but fails to zero in on the central issue 
regarding family structure in the Black 
community. While no one dares broach the 
subject due to America’s climate of political 
correctness (neo Fascism?), the discussion 

should center on the fact that the Black 
community has now an illegitimacy rate of 
almost 80%! This is a shocking statistic when 
we discover that in those reactionary days of 
1958 the rate was 12%.

What has caused this ominous trend 
in our society? Many experts attribute the 
increase to our liberal, democrat social policies 
which has substituted government handouts 
for a responsible, supportive father figure. 
damon Jones, your Op-ed writer, states 
that “ those families with children should be 
provided with “meaningful assistance”, what-
ever that connotes. Not once in his article 
does Jones allude to the problem of illegiti-
macy, which has decimated the Black family. 
unquestionably those children brought up 
in one-parent households are clearly going to 
“feel neglected”. 

The harmful effects of growing up without 
a father in the house are well documented. 
children raised in single parent homes are 
more likely to have emotional and behavioral 
problems, to engage in crime, to fail in school, 
to abuse drugs and to be on welfare as adults.
until this problem is openly and forth-rightly 
addressed, our nation and the Black family, will 
continue to suffer the serious consequences.

sal dye
New rochelle, NY 

Letters to the Editor
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One could ask why I 
would consider returning to 
political office after a nasty 
campaign and humiliating 
defeat in 2007? The answer is 

quite simple; it’s about the people of Mount 
Vernon, not politics.

For three and a half years after being at 
the helm of progress and prosperity in Mount 
Vernon, I was an ordinary citizen, treated just 
liked everyone else. I saw what the ordinary 
Mount Vernon citizen saw; an ineffective 
administration that segregated itself from the 
people and appeared to be serving only a select 
few. I saw infighting and confusion in city hall 
and watched in horror as the people of this 
great city were locked out of their government 
offices. 

When citizens complained about condi-
tions, I did too. As an ordinary member of the 
public I felt the same sense of loss  and betrayal 

and anger watching Mount Vernon fall apart 
before my eyes. I understood why people were 
losing pride and hope for our city.

For 12 years I gave Mount Vernon my all 
for the sake of a better Mount Vernon. This 
was accomplished at great sacrifice. When 
growing numbers of people began asking me 
to run again, I was apprehensive. I wondered 
if people asking for my return to office were 
ready to put in the hard work it would take to 
try to save Mount Vernon with me?  

When people showed me that they would 
stand up and remain by my side, I couldn’t 
help but agree.

The people supporting my candidacy 
have no doubt I made important contribu-
tions to moving Mount Vernon forward. 
Before becoming mayor, the city was not real-
izing its full potential. Whether it was because 
of bad publicity, crime and violence that was 
spiraling out of control, or our undeserved 

reputation for being a dumping ground for 
the county’s most needy populations, Mount 
Vernon was in trouble. 

When I quietly walked into city hall on 
my first day in 1996, I assumed responsi-
bility for a city in chaos, both physically and 
financially.  My first order of business was to 
review the city’s financial standings and to 
develop a laundry list of the most important 
problems affecting quality of life for residents 
and taxpayers. I also tackled crime and began 
programs to restore citizen confidence and 
pride in Mount Vernon.

By the end of my first term, I had garnered 
the support of citizens, businesses, among 
many others, even from outside of Mount 
Vernon. The city’s image was improving and 
developers were showing interest in becoming 
participants in the vision I had for building 
Mount Vernon anew. For the next eight years 
the city saw progress under my watchful eye. 
Mount Vernon was earning recognition and 
high marks for its remarkable growth. 

Perhaps I made the job look too easy. No 
one realized how much work really went into 
the job. My accomplishments are no secret 

and I readily admit that my successes were 
made possible through the commitment and 
determination of employees and citizens who 
tirelessly worked to make the vision a reality 
for the entire city.

have I made mistakes?  Yes, I recognize 
and accept that I have. I also acknowledge 
that the shortcomings of the past can never be 
repeated. I fully comprehend the issues facing 
our citizens and with your support, I know I 
am capable of correcting the problems our city 
is facing. 

some of my opponents contend I am too 
old, claiming I’ve already done my time; but a 
ground swell of people support our campaign 
because I have a  proven record of knowing 
how to get Mount Vernon on track. My 
experience and know-how will bring Mount 
Vernon back on track; it is exactly what Mount 
Vernon needs now.

If you would like to know more about Ernie Davis 
visit his website at www.erniedavis4mayor.
com or stop by Ernie Davis’ campaign office at 
49 South 5th Avenue, Mount Vernon, New York, 
914.363.7869.

Continued from page 21
truly amazing egyptian struggle, and much 
of the historic “Arab spring,” it is essential 
to recognize a crucial difference. As a matter 
of accuracy, honesty, and even effectiveness 
it does seem clear that the surprising largely 
non-violent revolution in egypt and much of 
other new Mid east change can basically be 
attributed to the dramatic, historic, essentially 
new strategy in the Muslim world of non-
violent direct action, including direct 
coaching and consultation with western 
experts and academics. A precursor was the 
largely non-violent Iranian revolution in 1979 
with demonstrations and marches guided by 
other young people as marshals modeled on 
the u.s. civil rights movement, a few years 
earlier, but then taken over by rigid Islamist 
Mullahs.

The Arab spring is in direct conflict in 
approach with the pervasive and failed historic 
attitudes, policies, and practices of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, hamas, and other Islamists. 
West Bank Palestinians are much more prag-
matic and at least recently not inclined to the 
launching of a thousand or more rockets into 
Israel proper as done by those in Gaza, even 
after Israel militarily removed all the Israeli 
settlers there.

even at this late date it seems neces-
sary to respond to those so-called pacifists 
who grotesquely proclaim that terrorists are 
merely freedom fighters by another name. 
Terrorism is no accident or unrelated indi-
vidual act. Terrorism is clearly defined as the 
organized assault with deadly intent against 

unarmed civilians, generally with a political 
objective.  The last secretary General of the 
united Nations, Kofi Annan, was crystal clear 
and concise: Terrorism cannot be justified by 
any cause or any grievance.  If terrorism is not 
condemned and ended soon, essentially by 
Islamic leadership, before nuclear and other 
mass weapons are employed, the future of 
cities, civilization, human and other life is in 
doubt. Time is not on our side.

It is clear that much of the western 
rhetoric about the Gaza Flotilla emphasizes 
the specific peaceful nature of the tactics 
employed in attempts to establish the prec-
edent of breaking the blockade not only of 
humanitarian, but also non-humanitarian 
materials, which may be intended for 
expanded terrorism against civilians. It is 
reported that Islamists of the Turkish Insani 
Yardim Vakfi, [the Ihh] a fund raiser for 
hamas, and involved in earlier world terrorist 
actions, had a central role in Flotilla initiation, 
planned to provoke violence on the largest 
ship in a recent Gaza Flotilla action, the Mavi 
Marmara, and stated they were armed, ready 
and wanted to become martyrs. [My autho-
rized Koran, and all Korans, are exactly clear 
that, despite some ignorant terrorist hemming 
and hawing, suicide is forbidden even in war 
and even after fatal and painful injury.] That 
Flotilla was clearly a step up from the earlier 
Gaza Flotillas, when Israeli boarding parties 
were not met with violence and none occurred. 
can there still be any remaining doubt that 
breaking the blockade was intended to facili-
tate later importation of military materials for 

expanded terrorist actions?
It beggars the rational mind that people 

who can read, and if not able to read can at 
least hear news media, are in denial that a 
state of war has been declared against Israel by 
hamas in its National charter and expressed 
in its thousand or more poorly controlled 
violent rocket and bombing acts. These 
so-called “asymmetric acts of war” are addi-
tionally in violation of the laws of war, that 
is, they are terrorist actions. Folks at least as 
educated as Germans under hitler grumble 
that Israel has no right to block and/or board 
ships that may carry war materials in a war 
zone. how can it be that no Gaza supporter, 
apparently, has gone into any national or 
international court to complain about Israeli 
surveillance of imports that may include more 
of the terrorist weapons of the types that have 
been used in the thousands by Gazans against 
Israeli civilians? 

As an active member for nearly all of 
my life in the [christian] religious society 
of Friends [Quakers] I can come up with 
only one more-or-less effective explana-
tion for all of this denial of reality and failure 
of rational thought. even at this late date in 
history, it would seem to be still pervasive in 
our Western World that we all hold varying 
degrees of the oldest racism, promoted for 
millennia by much of the christian church 
against the understood murderers of Jesus.  I 
understand that until the Fifteenth century 
Inquisition, Islam itself not only honored the 
Old Testament as a basis for its monotheism, 
as it still does, but sheltered those known as 
sephardic Jews around the Mediterranean 
region. even racism against those with dark 

skin has been declared very deeply illegiti-
mate, if still a serious social problem. Most of 
us can now even admit one degree or another 
of our pervasive and destructive society-wide 
racism against African Americans, even while 
we fail in our attempts to eliminate it. Other 
racisms continue to be more hidden and unac-
knowledged. It seems the human personality 
commonly finds targeted hate useful, often 
with no justification, particularly when society 
struggles with “undefined” troubles under 
undemocratic or vicious rule.

In any event even the expressed Gaza 
Flotilla’s noble objective of facilitating 
humanitarian aid to those in Gaza appears 
to be losing meaning as Israel reduces the list 
of contraband. still, through at least all the 
various so-called Gaza Flotillas until recently, 
hamas has refused to accept humanitarian 
aid which Israel permitted to be delivered by 
land after inspection at Israeli ports; the only 
inspection that could reasonably have been 
made unless they are so gullible as to accept 
the word of the Ihh terrorists on board. 
clearly the Turkish government is not so gull-
ible. These are some of the questions and key 
issues participants and supporters might have 
wished to investigate.

Bob K. Bogen served as a major United 
Nations Official in Pakistan; Board Chairman 
of the Communications Committee for the United 
Nations; Principal Representative of Architects/
Designers/Planners for Social Responsibility to 
the United Nations; and Chair of the Quaker 
Regional Committee for Peace and Social Order 
for eight Friends congregations in Westchester, 
Putnam, and Fairfield Counties.

Continuing Gaza Flotilla Problems

It’s About People, Not Politics
By Ernie Davis
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In his manifesto, 
Anders Breivik, the perpe-

trator of the Norway massacre, in which 
80 people were killed and many wounded, 
mentioned the crusades and aspects of it 
as they had been an inspirational factor to 
him. Predictably, Western elites—especially 
through the mainstream media—have begun 
a new round of moral, cultural, and historical 
relativism, some even conflating the terrorist 
with former President Bush, who once used 
the word “crusade.”

The fact is, there are important paral-
lels between the crusades and Breivik’s 
actions—but hardly the way portrayed by 
the media. Ironically, this terrorist attack, like 
the historic crusades, was influenced by the 
doctrine of jihad.

While many are aware that historically 
the crusades were a retaliation to centuries of 
Muslim aggression (see rodney stark’s God’s 
Battalions: The Case for the Crusades), few are 
aware that the idea of christian “holy war”—
notably the use of violence in the name of 

christianity and the notion that crusaders 
who die are martyrs forgiven their sins—
finds its ideological origins in Muslim jihad.

As historian Bernard Lewis 
puts it, “even the christian crusade, 
often compared with the Muslim 
jihad, was itself a delayed and limited 
response to the jihad and in part 
also an imitation.” how? The popes 
offered forgiveness for sins to those 
who fought in defense of the holy 
church of God and the christian 
religion and polity, and eternal life 
for those fighting the infidel. These 
ideas … clearly reflect the Muslim 
notion of jihad, and are precursors of 
the Western christian crusade.

still, Lewis makes clear some 
fundamental differences:

But unlike the jihad, it [the 
crusade] was concerned primarily 
with the defense or reconquest of 
threatened or lost christian terri-
tory. … The Muslim jihad, in 
contrast, was perceived as unlimited, 

as a religious obligation that would 
continue until all the world had 
either adopted the Muslim faith or 
submitted to Muslim rule. … The 
object of jihad is to bring the whole 
world under Islamic law.
If the crusades arguably find their ideo-

logical origins in jihad, so too does much 
of modern day terrorism. The medieval 
hashashin— archetypal terrorists who gave 
us the word “assassin”—were, for example, a 
Muslim sect that pioneered the use of fear and 
terrorism for political gain during the crusader 
era, around the eleventh-thirteenth centuries.

Because much of this background is 
missed by the media, more ironies abound. 
Many point, for instance, to Breivik’s fascina-
tion with the Knights Templar, a crusading 
order, as proof that he was motivated by the 
crusades. Yet, as one AP report indicates, 
“The Knights Templar was a medieval order 
created to protect Christian pilgrims in the 
holy Land after the First crusade in the 
11th century.”

how exactly a military order devoted to 
protecting christians inspired someone to 
kill innocent children in Norway is left unan-
swered. As one historian put it, the original 
Knights Templar, a “very devout people,” 
would be “horrified” to find themselves 
compared to Breivik.

even more ironic, the Knights and 
crusaders in general were frequently on the 

receiving end of the Assassins’ terror; far from 
being inspirations for terrorism, they bore the 
brunt of one of the earliest manifestations of 
Islamic terrorism.

In reality, Breivik’s actions are more 
inspired by the Jihad than by the crusades, 
by the Assassins rather than the Templars, 
and by al-Qaeda—”which he cherishes great 
admiration for”—than the IrA. As cNN’s 
Fareed Zakaria correctly asserts that in 
Breivik’s view, “the Knights Templar resem-
bles nothing so much as al Qaeda.”

The parallels are evident: Medieval 
europe, in an effort to retaliate against an 
expansionist Islam, articulated a means influ-
enced by jihad, or “holy war”: the crusades. 
Today, modern europeans like Breivik, in 
an effort to retaliate against an expansionist 
Islam, have articulated a means influenced by 
al-Qaeda: jihadi-style terrorism.

some may argue that there are non-
Muslim terror groups from which Breivik 
can draw inspiration. even so, in a global-
ized world where Islam has by far the lion’s 
share of terrorism—where nonstop images of 
jihadi terror have metastasized in the media, 
and thus the culture—it is not hard to see 
from where Breivik got his inspiration.

Raymond Ibrahim, a widely published Islam-
specialist, is a Shillman Fellow. at the David 
Horowitz Freedom Center and an Associate 
Fellow at the Middle East Forum.

How Jihad Influenced the Norway Massacre
By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
Republished with express permission from Hudson New York August 8, 
2011http://www.meforum.org/3007/norway-massacre-jihad

hugh carey, former 
governor of the state of 
New York, died on sunday, 
August 7, 2011. I believe he 
was the greatest governor of 
the modern era going back to 

the administration of Alfred e. smith. I did 
not know Governor smith, but I have read of 
his accomplishments and believe that hugh 
carey, another Irishman, was made in the 
same mold.

I served with hugh carey in the united 
states congress and before that, in World 
War II, we both served in europe in the 104th 
Infantry division. he was a colonel and I 
was a sergeant. We didn’t know one another 
during that period of service. We came to 
know one another when we both served 
in the united states congress. he was the 
chairman of the democratic and republican 
caucus of New York Members of congress. 
I served at his request as secretary of the 
delegation. he was on the Ways and Means 
committee, considered then and now to be 

one of the most powerful 
of the house committees. 
When he announced that he 
was running for governor of 
the state of New York, the 
two congressmen who stood 
by his side and were part of 
his successful campaign were 
congressman charles rangel 
and me. 

I will leave to others to 
assess his congressional record 
in detail and will mention 
only one extraordinary accomplishment – 
revenue sharing legislation that provided 
states and cities with annual appropriations 
in the millions for states and cities, coming 
from an annual congressional appropriation of 
$5 billion. The legislation was first proposed 
by Governor Nelson rockefeller and imple-
mented by Governor carey. In those days, 
$5 billion was perceived to be an immense 
amount, unlike today, when discussion 
concerning government budget expenditures 

and deficits requires refer-
ences to trillions of dollars.

When he was elected 
governor in 1975, he was 
immediately faced with 
a collapsing state headed 
towards the pit of bankruptcy. 
he brought into government 
and used those in government 
to address not only the prob-
lems of the state, but the rising 
problems of the city of New 
York which was well on its 

way to bankruptcy during the administration 
of Mayor Abe Beame. so, while straightening 
out the enormous fiscal problems of New York 
state, he also addressed those of the city. he 
used the expertise of intellectuals and hands-
on experts in financing, like Felix rohatyn and 
dick ravitch to propose and implement plans 
to stop the hemorrhaging in the city, imposing 
an “emergency Financial control Board” to 
pass on the city’s finances and budget with the 
power to reject appropriations and contracts 

adopted by the mayor and city council. 
The creation of the Municipal Assistance 
corporation (Big Mac) made it possible for 
the city to raise funds which it could not do on 
its own, the city’s bonds having been reduced 
to a junk rating. The genius of Felix rohatyn 
was immediately felt, he first proposing a 
seasonal loan plan to be financed by the u.s. 
with loans to the city allowing it to pay its bills 
and an agreement the loans would be repaid 
each year. 

When it was found the seasonal Loan 
Program was not sufficient because it did not 
allow for the city to make structural changes 
in governance or pay its debts – a short term 
debt, then about $6 billion – Felix proposed 
the Federal Guarantee Program which some 
referred to as a bailout, even though the city 
paid 7 percent interest on the $1.650 billion 
program which allowed the city’s municipal 
unions to buy city general obligation bonds 
with the u.s. guaranteeing the unions against 
loss in the event of bankruptcy. The purchase 
of those bonds by the municipal unions was 
linked to huge commitments by the banks to 
buy uninsured city bonds, helping to save the

Continued on page 24

Hugh Carey New York’s Greatest Governor of the Modern Era
By ED KOCH 
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KINGsTON, NY 
-- On June 13th, Trends 
Journal subscribers and the 

global media received this Trend Alert®: 

“collapse It’s coming! Are You ready?” 
In that Trend Alert®, Gerald celente 

accurately predicted that a global economic 
collapse was imminent. “The economy is on 

the threshold of calamity … another violent 
financial episode is looming,” he wrote. 

celente warned that the trends of the 
summer of 2011 paralleled those in play 
during August of 2007, trends that had 
culminated in the “Panic of ’08.” 

he dismissed the assurances of world 
leaders that policies were in place to mitigate 
the escalating european and us debt crises.

he discounted “media experts” 
promoting an imaginary recovery or 
debating the prospects of a double-dip 
recession. 

It was all bogus. Those assurances were 
hot air, and the “recovery” talk and “double-
dip recession” debates were just red herrings. 

In that Trend Alert®, celente urged 
readers to resist the urge to lapse into a vaca-
tion state of mind. And he warned that the 
coming panic was going to be distinctly 
different! 

In the summer of 2007, before the 
“Panic of ‘08” set in, the dow had hit a high 
of 14,000, the real estate and credit bubbles 
had not yet burst, and unemployment was a 
manageable 4.7 percent. People actually still 
felt prosperous.

The “collapse of 2011” follows four 
years of relentless economic decay. The 
combination of plummeting real estate 
values, intractable unemployment, and a us/
european government debt crises dwarfs 
the banking/financial institution turmoil of 
2008. 

Back then, Washington and the Federal 
reserve treated the critically wounded 
economy with trillions of stimulus dollars, 
low interest rates, and quantitative easing. 
But in 2011, those fiscal and monetary 
band-aids are not viable options. 

It’s a tale told in chapter and verse in 
Trends Journals, in Trend Alerts and Trends 
in The News: the promised recovery was no 
more than a “cover-up.” We correctly forecast 
that gold prices would soar, the dollar would 
dive against the swiss Franc, the european 
debt crisis would worsen dramatically, the 

vaunted emerging markets would submerge, 
and the “house made of BrIcs” would not 
escape the turmoil. 

In forecasting the collapse well in 
advance, celente provided an accurate 
timeline and supported his conclusions 
with quantifiable data and in-depth anal-
ysis. however, now that the collapse is 
underway, history is already being brazenly 
reengineered, right in front of our eyes. 
Blaming the s&P downgrade for triggering 
the global sell-off/financial panic – as the 
majority of pundits are doing – is as bogus 
as blaming the onset of World War I on the 
assassination of Archduke Ferdinand. The 
downgrade was no more than the proverbial 
last straw that broke the nation’s financial 
back. 

Trendpost: Trends Journal subscribers 
take notice. You know that Gerald celente 
predicted the collapse. he now maintains 
there are no substantive dc/Fed/ecB/
IMF financial cards left to play to reverse 
the irreversible. 

despite today’s Fed announcement 
to keep interest rates near zero through 
mid-2013 – and use policy tools to bolster 
the economy “as appropriate” – he fore-
casts that future Fed schemes will, at best, 
provide only temporary relief and, as with its 
previous attempts, are doomed to fail. 

True to form, the economic propaganda 
mill is churning at full speed and the media 
coverage is mostly “bull.” Tune into any busi-
ness show, pick up any newspaper and what 
you will get is the economic equivalent of the 
notorious 9/11 advice from the authorities 
as people fled the World Trade center: “Go 
back to your offices, the fire in the North 
Tower is under control.”

so now, with some $8 trillion of equity 
destroyed in just a few days, the authoritative 
counsel is: “The market is oversold. Get back 
in. It’s a buying opportunity.”

Continued from page 23 
city and themselves – they owning billions of 
city bonds which had lost their credit rating 
and could become worthless. The total sum 
raised was $4.5 billion.

All of this required the passage in Albany 
of legislation in 1978 (I had been elected 
Mayor in November 1977) which enhanced 
the powers of the Financial control Board 
in particular, allowing it to reject municipal 
contracts where the city’s ability to pay was 

in question. The legislation permitted the city 
to operate with deficits for 3 years, requiring 
in the 4th year the adoption by the city 
of a GAAP budget (Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles). The powers of Mac 
were enhanced to allow Mac to increase the 
amount of its total borrowings and issue bonds 
coming due in 2008. Few people thought we 
could do it, but the city not only did it, we 
adopted a GAAP balanced budget in 3 years, 
a year ahead of time.

It couldn’t have been 
done without the leader-
ship of Governor cary who 

increased state appropriations for the city of 
New York. The city owes an enormous debt 
to the Governor. Last year, the state legislature 
and then Governor david Paterson honored 
Governor carey by changing the name of 
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to the hugh 
carey Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. What I 
hope the current Governor Andrew cuomo 
(who supported the name change) will do is 
to hold a ceremony at the tunnel and afford 

an opportunity to those who worked with the 
Governor in Albany to extol his many accom-
plishments, currently vastly underappreciated 
because they are not known and accord to him 
his rightful place in history: that of the greatest 
governor of the modern era.

We were colleagues in government at a 
particularly important time in the history of 
the state and city. For me, the best memory 
is our personal relationship: we were genuine 
friends.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served New 
York City as its105th Mayor from 1978 to 1089.

Hugh Carey New York’s Greatest Governor of the Modern Era
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The Collapse
 By GERALD CELENTE
 Celente Predicted It Would Happen; Its Happening!

A Taste of Puerto Rico In The Heart of New York! 

400 East 57th St., New York, NY  10022  •  T 212.754.5999  F 212.754.5959 

sofritony.com

Dinner 7 Days a Week  I  Bar  I  Catering  I  Entertainment 

Sofrito has a hot little sister and her name is Sazon!  
Now Open at 105 Reade St., Tribeca

I



Page 25The WesTchesTer GuArdIAN ThursdAY, AuGusT 18, 2011

 OPED

When Firefighters travel for work, we 
typically end up no more than a few miles 
from the fire station on an emergency call. 
But on August 14 we will be in New York 
city getting the latest training on health 
and safety issues and emergency medical 
services at one of the largest first responder 
educational forums in the nation. We will 
also be honoring those who died in the 
9/11 attacks as part of a 10th anniversary 
tribute.

We will join an estimated 2,000 union 
leaders of the International Association of 
Fire Fighters from all over North America 
at the John P. redmond symposium/
dominick Barbera eMs conference, a 
biennial event of the IAFF, which is on the 
frontline of every major health, safety and 
eMs initiative in the fire service.

continuing education is important 
to workers in so many lines of work. It is 
important to fire fighters, too. One of the 
newest courses in the curriculum of the 
health and safety conference will include 
information about how to disable electric 
vehicles so fire fighters and paramedics 
don’t endanger themselves or the car’s occu-
pants when responding to an auto accident 
or car fire. Our union and your fire fighters 
are doing everything possible to stay on the 
cutting‐edge so our skills and training are 
up to date and we are as well prepared as 
possible to serve this community.

We will also have the opportunity 

to participate in a new course developed 
entirely by the IAFF called Fire Ground 
survival. This course is truly a life saver 
because it demonstrates for fighters how to 
get themselves out of almost any situation 
and what a fire fighter should do when he 
or she is in a “Mayday” situation so we can 
get out alive and make it home at the end 
of our shift. Mayday situations come unan-
nounced. But if we train and prepare, we 
can greatly improve our chance of survival.

About 100 Firefighters paramedics 
die in the line of duty each year. Our jobs 
will always be dangerous, but training and 

continuing education can help make us 
safer.  It’s also important to note that this 
training was developed by fire fighters and 
the IAFF at no cost to taxpayers. In times 
like this, when towns and cities need to 
spend their resources wisely to ensure they 
can provide essential services to residents, 
it is good to know our union is developing 
training programs to help us out.

When the week‐long health and safety 
conference comes to a close, we will honor 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice on 
9/11 – 343 of our brothers with the Fire 
department of New York died during the 

cowardly terrorist attacks on september 
11, 2001. A decade since their tragic 
deaths, our union will recognize the fallen 
in a somber, respectful ceremony.

We must never forget their sacrifice. 
And we can honor their legacy through our 
commitment to health and safety initia-
tives so that we are as safe as possible and 
providing the best service to you that we 
possibly can.

Barry B. McGoey  is president of IAFF Local 
628, Yonkers Firefighters.

The obituaries for 
Governor hugh L. carey 
stress a major achievement, 

bringing fiscal responsibility to New 
York city government after the financial 
crisis of 1974 and 1975. here are some 
facts about the situation at that time and 
Governor carey’s critical role. 

Mayor Koch, who knew Governor 
carey since they served in congress 
thirty years ago, has written about carey’s 
achievements. click here to read his 
commentary herein on page 23.

This article is a worm’s eye view of 
the fiscal crisis and political events that 

surrounded and followed it. Back then, 
I was a city councilmember at large, 
elected from the Borough of Manhattan. 
The city council, at the time less 
powerful than it is today, had little to do 
with creating or resolving the city’s near-
bankruptcy. We offer some background 
and political history of the 1970’s. Thirty-
five years later, it is remarkable how many 
of these events have been forgotten, while 
the new generation of New Yorkers never 
knew them.

In Governor carey’s inaugural on 
January 1, 1975, he said that “the days of 
wine and roses were over.” This was a sage 
prediction of the fiscal storms ahead. In 

response to the city’s inability to borrow 
money to meet its obligations, carey 
secured state legislation creating the 
Municipal Assistance corporation (also 
known as Big Mac) and the Financial 
control Board for New York city. MAc 
had the authority to borrow money on 
behalf of the city, and city tax revenue 
streams were required to give priority to 
MAc bonds over any other municipal 
obligations. The interest rate on some 
MAc bonds was set as high as 11 per 
cent, and that income was tax-free. The 
FcB had authority over the city budget, 
its approval was required before a budget 
could be adopted.

The city’s fiscal crisis was different 
and more immediate than the one the 
Federal government is now enduring. For 
years, starting at the end of the mayoral 
term of robert F. Wagner in 1965, and 
increasingly during the eight years of 
the Lindsay administration and the 
first year under Mayor Abe Beame, the 
city had consistently spent more than it 
received in revenues. The gap was filled 
by borrowing, and city officials devised 
a number of instrumentalities for short-
term borrowing, which was in addition to 
regular long-term borrowing through the 
issuance of bonds. In addition, current

Continued on page 26
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Continued from page 25
expenses, which should have been paid for 
by current revenues, were allocated to the 
capital budget, which made them eligible 
for bonding.

To meet its cash needs, the city began 
to issue new instruments, called rANs, 
TANs and BANs. These were respec-
tively revenue Anticipation Notes, 
Tax Anticipation Notes, and Bond 
Anticipation Notes. When they came 
due, the city rolled them over, renewing 
them for a short period of time. The sum 
of money borrowed in this way steadily 
rose, and there came a time in 1975 when 
the banks, fearful of default as the city’s 
debt increased, stopped buying the freshly 
issued notes. This caused an imme-
diate cash crisis, as the city did not have 
the money to pay its employees, having 
become dependent on the proceeds of the 
short-term notes which had been rolled 
over.

The emergency Financial control 
Board (as it was called at the time) had 
effective control of the city government, 
since it controlled the cash flow. Its seven-
man board consisted of the governor, 
the mayor, the state and city comptrol-
lers, and three private citizens chosen 
by the governor and confirmed by the 
state senate. Other elected officials were 
allowed to appoint non-voting represen-
tatives to the Board.

Governor carey, who had become 
proconsul for the city, first secured the 
retirement of deputy Mayor James 
cavanagh, a longtime civil servant and the 
appointee of Mayor Beame. cavanagh, an 
honorable man who came to symbolize the 
old way, was replaced by John e. Zuccotti, 
a 38-year-old who had been chairman of 
the city Planning commission. The city 
reduced its expenditures sharply, mainly 
by laying off 50,000 employees on June 
30, 1975, the end of the fiscal year.

Politically, carey concluded that 
Beame was indecisive and not compe-
tent to manage the city. he and former 
Mayor Wagner set about finding a chal-
lenger for the 1977 democratic primary. 

The usual partner of Wagner and carey 
was Alex rose, the Liberal Party leader 
who had brought about Mayor Lindsay’s 
re-election in 1969 after Lindsay, at the 
time a republican, lost the primary in his 
own party. Lindsay was re-elected on the 
Liberal Party line.

sadly, Alex rose had passed away 
on december 28, 1976 and Wagner and 
carey were left on their own. They settled 
on Mario cuomo, at the time New York’s 
secretary of state under Governor carey. 
cuomo came in second in the seven-
person primary race (Bella Abzug, who 
had just left congress after narrowly 
losing a senate primary to daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, came in fourth). The top two, 
congressman ed Koch and cuomo, made 
the runoff. Beame had been eliminated 
because he came in third, Manhattan 
Borough President Percy sutton ran fifth 
and Bronx congressman herman Badillo 
was sixth. Joel harnett, a civic reformer, 
was a distant seventh. The results were 
so close that the top six candidates each 
received more than 10 per cent of the vote, 
but none of them won 20 per cent. Koch 
was barely one per cent above cuomo in 
the initial voting.

The law provided for a runoff between 
the top two candidates if no one received 
40 per cent of the ballots. Koch defeated 
cuomo in the primary runoff by ten 
points, and in the general election when 
cuomo ran a strong race on the Liberal 
line. On winning, Koch declared peace 
with carey, and the two men became 
political allies and friends. In 1982, 
when Mayor Koch ran against carey’s 
Lieutenant Governor, Mario cuomo, for 
the democratic gubernatorial nomina-
tion, carey endorsed Koch, who ended 
up losing to cuomo.

The breakthrough in hugh carey’s 
political career came in 1974, when he 
defeated the better-known howard J. 
samuels by a 3-2 margin to become the 
democratic and Liberal Party candi-
date for governor. carey had been a 
congressman from Brooklyn for seven 
terms. samuels, known affectionately 
as “howie the horse”, had been the 
first chairman of the Off-Track Betting 
corporation. he had the support of 

democratic Party leaders and was person-
ally wealthy due to the success of Kordite, a 
plastic product used in baggies, wax paper, 
plastic wrap, disposable kitchenware, and 
sturdy trash bags, which he invented and 
developed. samuels came from upstate 
canandaigua, and was widely referred to 
as “the upstate industrialist”. carey was 
the downstate politician.

As governor, carey made first-rate 
appointments to his staff, including 
david Burke and robert Morgado as 
successive secretaries to the Governor, 
Judah Gribetz as counsel and Michael 
del Giudice as policy director. After he 
left office, carey led a relatively private 
life with his family.

In addition to the extensive obituary 
by richard Perez-Pena which began 
on A1 of the Times, the carey family 

placed a lengthy and detailed notice on 
pA17, the obituary page of the newspaper. 
Mayor Koch wrote a tribute to the former 
governor, titled huGh cAreY: NeW 
YOrK’s GreATesT GOVerNOr 
OF The MOderN erA. click here 
to find the column, republished on New 
York civic’s website. It is well worth 
reading.

BTW, many years ago, Governor 
carey received the park name “Leonine”. It 
was a reference to his middle name, Leo, 
and his stately appearance. In New York 
state, he was, at an important time in 
history, the king of beasts.

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct 
mailto:starQuest@NYcivic.org. Peruse 
Mr. Stern’s writing at New York civic.
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LEGAL NOTICES
FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matters of                                                                                  
Nathan F. Thompson (d.o.b November 13, 2010),               Docket No.: NN- 15705-10/11A

A Child Under 21 Years of Age                                           FU No.: 123385

Adjudicated  to be Neglected by   ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
     INQUEST NOTICE 
Antoinette Thompson,                                                        (Child Neglect Case)

 Respondent.   

     NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO 
YOUR CHILD.  IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY 
MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT 
OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE 
THE END OF THE 15-MONTH PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-
RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE 
CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETER-
MINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF 
THE CHILD IS PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO 
MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE 
PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD. 

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify address(es)]: 
          Last known address:   Antoinette Thompson 

c/o Sharing Community 
1 Hudson Street 
Yonkers, NY 10701

    The petition under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court alleging that the above-
named children are neglected children. 

    YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court located at 53 So. Broadway, 
Yonkers, New York, on the 23rd of September, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. in the forenoon of said day to answer the petition 
and to show cause why said child should not be adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be 
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

   PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer, and if the Court finds you 
are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.

   PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place noted above, the Court will hear 
and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: July 28, 2011    BY ORDER OF THE COURT    
  ______ /s/ ____________ 
  CLERK OF THE COURT

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by 
directing email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing 
to between 350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone 
contact is requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor 
will be accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.  
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.

A Good Governor 
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LEGAL NOTICES CLASSIFIED ADS
QUICK CASH OF WESTCHESTER AVE. LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2009. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC 2712 East Tremont Ave Bronx, NY 10461 Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

PUBMATCH, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 7/8/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O Mr 
Jon Malinowski 277 White Street Buchanan, NY 10511 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ARCADIA AVC, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 5/9/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
1422 Arlington St Mamaroneck, NY 10543 Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. Registered Agent: Paul Williams 
1422 Arlington St Mamaroneck, NY 10543

INNOVATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/5/2011. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 36 Dalewood Dr Hartsdale, NY 
10530 Purpose: Any lawful activity

Notice of Formation  Go Sweat, LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY 8/5/2011. Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: c/o The LLC, 
P.O. Box 305, Lincolndale, NY 10540. Purpose: all law-
ful activities.

Shibumi Capital, LLC Authority filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 8/4/11. Office location: Westchester 
Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 7/15/11 SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to The 
LLC 4 Castle Walk Scarsdale, NY 10583. DE address 
of LLC: 16192 Coastal HWY Lewes, DE 19958. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 
19903. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. 
store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Con-
tact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 
914.632.1230
Deer Mngmnt seeks Lead Application 
Developer in Larchmont, NY to support 
analysis, design, impl & testing of new 
& existing bus systems & serve as lead 
programmer for custom app dev related 
areas incl software coding, database 
design, & report writing. Resumes to 
Deer Management Co LLC., ATTN: JAm-
brosino, 1865 Palmer Avenue, Larch-
mont, NY 10538, Ref. job code: LAD-029. 
No calls/emails/faxes EOE.

NOTICE OF SALE

SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, US 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE OF 
CITIGROUP MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST, ASSET BACKED 
PASS THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-FX1 UN-
DER THE POOLING AND SERVICING AGREEMENT DAT-
ED OCTOBER 1, 2006, WITHOUT RECOURSE, Plaintiff, vs. 
JOHN C. ALLEVA, ET AL., Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
filed on April 22, 2010, I, the undersigned Referee will 
sell at public auction at the Westchester County Court-
house, Lobby, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
White Plains, NY on September 20, 2011 at 9:00 a.m., 
premises known as 104 Washington Avenue, White 
Plains, NY.  All that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, 
with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the Town of North Castle, 
County of Westchester and State of New York, Section 
6, Block 7 and Lot 49 formerly known as Lot 49.50. Ap-
proximate amount of judgment is $530,843.83 plus inter-
est and costs. Premises will be sold subject to provi-
sions of filed Judgment Index # 1091/08. 

W. Whitfield Wells, Esq., Referee

Knuckles, Komosinski & Elliott, LLP, 565 Taxter Road, 
Ste. 590, Elmsford, NY 10523, Attorneys for Plaintiff

Notice of formation of R. Jaundoo Realty LLC. Filed with 
the Secy. Of State of NY(SSNY) On 02/09/11. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNYdesignated as agent of LLC 
upon Whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, 4021 Paulding Ave Bronx NY 10466. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

TI VALDEZ LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/5/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to Robert Valdez 17 
Alpine Rd New Rochelle, NY 10804 Purpose: Any lawful activ-
ity.
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