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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.

westchesterguard ian .com
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P.O. Box 8 

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Sam Zherka , Publisher & President 
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Hezi Aris, Editor-in-Chief & Vice President 
whyteditor@gmail.com

Advertising: (914) 562-0834 
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Fax: (914) 633-0806

Published online every Monday

Print edition distributed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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By ROGER 
WITHERSPOON

I’d never seen Mom cry 
before.
Daddy had said “go over 
to the chair. We have to 

talk.” And I wondered what I’d done 
wrong. This wasn’t going to be one of 
our daily talks, the highlight of a six-
year-old’s day when Dad would sit in 
the big armchair, hoist me onto his lap 
and pick a story out of the newspaper 
or Ebony magazine. He’d then help me 
read it and tell me about the ongoing 
struggle for justice for us Negroes, and 
how the law would one day work in our 
favor when we had Negro judges and 
lawyers and jurors.

Daddy was going to night school 
and hoped to become a lawyer and 
fight for justice for all of us. But it was 
1955 and in New York, only the top 
two blacks who passed the bar exam 
were admitted to the bar. He’d “failed” 
the bar exam that year with a score 
of 92 since he was fourth among the 
blacks who took the state-wide test. It 
would be another year before he was in 
the top two and accepted through the 
state’s legal quota.

But this talk wasn’t about any of 
the usual topics. I knew it was different 
when Mom handed him a wrinkled 
copy of Jet Magazine, started crying and 
fairly ran from the room.

“What’s the matter with Mom?” 
I asked.

“She thinks you’re too young to 
know about a danger facing Negro 
men and older boys,” Dad stated. “But 
if I don’t tell you now, you may not get a 
chance to grow up.”

He opened Jet Magazine and, 
together, we looked at the story and 

photos of 14-year-old Emmett Till. 
It was an era when “eyeball rape” was 
a capital offense for black men in the 
South and Till, who had a lisp, was ac-
cused of whistling at a white woman in 
a hardware store. Two white men kid-
napped him, tortured him to death, tied 
a fan around his neck with barbed wire 
and threw the body in the Tallahatchie 
River. They were acquitted in a brief 
trial with an all-white judge and jury 
that was punctuated with jokes about 
the “crazy nigger” who stole a fan and 
drowned while trying to swim away 
with it.

His mother wanted the world to 
see what racist, grown white men could 
do to a black child. So Daddy showed 
me: the bloated body; the empty eye 
socket where they had gouged out an 
eye so he’d never look at another white 
woman; the battered face and missing 
teeth. And he quietly explained that 
there were a lot of white men who 
would like to do that to Negro men and 
older boys, particularly if they thought 
the man or boy was too “proud” and 
looked them in the eye as if they were 
equal.

“Does that mean I should look 
down when I see white men?” I asked.

“No,” said Dad emphatically. “No 
one is better than you except God. 
Some whites just don’t want to believe 
that. Remember that the police are not 
your friend. If you are in trouble, and 
there are no other Negroes around, 
look for a Jew. They’re the only ones 
who may understand and help.”

I knew his warning didn’t apply to 
all white men. My great grandfather, 
Walker Elliot Smith, had fought with 
the Pennsylvania Cavalry in the Civil 
War and always reminded his sons 

that there were whites fighting and dy-
ing on both sides of that conflict – and 
most of them were fighting with him.

In1896 when Reconstruction end-
ed and the U.S. Supreme Court ratified 
both “separate but equal” and lynch-
ing, six members of the Virginia KKK 
gunned him down. His sons subse-
quently killed the Klansmen in a series 
of shootouts – it was the only justice 
available – and the family moved north.

But that was then. I was growing 
up in the 20th Century. There had been 
no justice for Emmett Till – his mother 
couldn’t do anything except invite the 
world to judge the horror. Could there 
be justice for me?

I searched his face and asked: “If 
they did that to me, Daddy, would you 
do that to them?”

“Yes,” he said, simply.
And that was enough for a black 

kid growing up in Harlem a year after 
the U.S. Supreme Court banned the 
practice of separate but unequal. It was 
enough to know there would be pun-
ishment – one way or another – either 
through Daddy and the law, or Daddy 
and the gun. It was enough to know 
that American society was improving – 
though slowly and begrudgingly. And 
there was justice to be had.

In 1966 the student chapter of the 
KKK tried to kill me for the effrontery 
of enrolling in the U. of Michigan’s en-
gineering school. Their first attempt left 
me crippled, and they called the dorm 
room at 15-minute intervals, round 
the clock, explaining the creative ways 
they intended to kill me if I didn’t leave. 
I asked the Ann Arbor police for help. 
That was a mistake.

“You want to be safe, nigger?” 
asked the desk sergeant. “Then go 

back where you came from. Your kind 
doesn’t belong here.”

Daddy was right. The police were 
on the side of the KKK, whose mem-
bers openly followed me everywhere. I 
couldn’t go to the rest room unless one 
of two Jewish students stood watch: my 
roommate, Tom Lowe, now a Califor-
nia psychiatrist; or Paul Share, now a 
New York City lawyer.

White boys growing up are taught 
that the police are on their side. And 
that’s invariably true. But black boys 
have to assume the reverse. It is ironic 
that the same week America watched 
George Zimmerman get away with 
killing 17-year-old Trayvon Martin, 
American theaters are showing Fruit-
vale Station, the story of Oscar Grant, 
who died in 2009. Grant was pulled 
off a San Francisco train because of 
an altercation with another passenger, 
and ordered to lie face down on the 
platform. He complied, and an officer 
casually walked over, pulled his gun, 
and shot Grant in the back, killing 
him. Grant had had The Talk. It just 
didn’t help him. The officer, who said 
he meant to Taser Grant but pulled the 
wrong weapon on the unarmed, un-
threatening, prone man, received a two 
year sentence in county jail for homi-
cide since the judge felt that it was just 
an honest mistake.

In the wake of the exoneration of 
Zimmerman by an all-white, Florida 
jury, the airwaves have been replete with 
comments about “The Talk,” and how 
young black boys have to learn how to 
act around white adults in general and 
white cops in particular so they do not 
appear so threatening. It was stunning 
to hear the nation’s first black Attorney 
General, Eric Holder, state that the ver-
dict made him choose to have The Talk 
with his 15-year-old son.

Really, General? Now? What the 
hell took you so long? Did you think 

your prestige made your son immune 
from the reality of racism in America? 
Did you think he would be perceived 
any less threatening if he wore a tuxedo 
rather than a hoodie? Yes, American 
society is a lot more egalitarian than it 
was a half century ago. But racism has 
not departed and hate groups openly 
abound throughout the land.

The Talk isn’t about teaching black 
boys how to act or, more precisely, how 
to grovel before whites with guns. 
Groveling, smiling, shuffling or praying 
has no effect on police attitudes in New 
York City, where Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly has a policy that virtually 
every black boy and man in predomi-
nantly black areas should be regularly 
stopped and frisked.

The very thought that The Talk is 
about how black boys act is repugnant, 
since it implies that all black young 
men have a shared genetic character 
flaw and need to be told over and over 
how to behave. It’s not black kids or 
black men with the attitude problem: 
it’s racist white men who are threaten-
ing, particularly when they have guns.

The purpose of The Talk is to lift 
a veil of innocence from the eyes of 
black boys so they can recognize a dan-
ger when it appears. Sometimes, that 
danger comes from a white man with 
a gun. And sometimes, it comes from 
white women who assume that any 
white man with a gun is their protector, 
and any black male –even a kid armed 
only with a pack of Skittles – is a threat 
to be removed.
Roger Witherspoon is a prolific writer. He 
writes with eloquence and professionalism 
on various subject matter: Energy Mat-
ters: http://spoonsenergymatters.word-
press.com/ ; Autos: http://rwshiftinggears.
wordpress.com/;
Civil Rights: http://witherspoontnp.
wordpress.com/.

RACE

Daddy, Me, Trayvon, and The Talk

FEATURESection

By HEZI ARIS

On July 5th, 2013, the 
beleaguered, contro-
versial Yonkers PBA 
President Keith Ol-
son was flushed out; 

forced to make a statement in defense 
of himself as well as his two close co-
conspirators, those he refers to in his 
response as “great friends” - Captain 

John Mueller of the 4th Precinct, and 
Detective Sergeant Brian Moran of 
the Detective Division. Before we dis-
sect Olson’s desperate plea for survival, 
most people will concur his statement 
was cold, calculating, and replete with 
outlandish lies and denials. In fact, it 
seems as though at one point he was 
patting himself on the back for some 
questionable charity effort he and his 
friends conducted that were nothing 

more than self-serving in tone. 
According to Mr. Olson’s own 

statement, overshadowed with legal 
“lingo” giving credence to the fact that 
he used PBA lawyers against his own 
members, attempting to silence their 
first amendment rights by those indi-
viduals pointing out unethical, immor-
al, and possible gross violations of State 
and Federal laws that will lay out the 
clear and present case against Keith Ol-

son and his enabling “cronies”. In fact, 
one can say these unscrupulous sources 
could be whistleblowers that had it with 
Olson’s “thug” style union mannerisms. 
This article will present tangible proof 
of “the truth and nothing but the truth”. 
In fact, it was distinctly clear that Olson 
never addressed any of the allegations 
in the Blue Truth articles as he called 
them. To that end, we will eloquently 
rekindle his deteriorating memory of 
the undisputable facts.

First and foremost, Keith Olson 
was contacted and asked about the 

contents of the Blue Truth articles by 
the Yonkers Tribune. Mr. Olson denied 
all allegations about the contents. In 
fact, Olson called everyone who would 
listen to help stop its publication. Mr. 
Olson was quoted saying, “it is all lies!” 
So let us talk about his alleged collusion 
with his co-conspirators, and failure to 
prove his lack of involvement.

We agree that Olson and the Ex-
ecutive Board did not have the author-
ity to hire anyone for the position of 
Police Commissioner, but Olson did 
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conspire with the Amicone regime 
to get rid of the well-liked and well-
respected Police Commissioner Robert 
Taggart who continued to fight crime 
with limited resources and scaled down 
units needed for a large city. The bot-
tom line is that Olson was looking to 
make John Mueller the next commis-
sioner, and wanted Sergeant Brian Mo-
ran promoted to the rank of Detective 
Sergeant after two months in uniform. 
As the Blue Truth articles state, Keith 
Olson was recognized to be conspir-
ing with then Mayor Phil Amicone, 
John Fleming, and was eventually 
introduced to Hartnett, the designee 
who would eventually come to replace 
Commissioner Taggart. They were all 
seen together masquerading about the 
City planning Taggart’s demise. Mean-
while, there was Keith Olson whisper-
ing to the former Mayor Amicone how 
Taggart was not up to the task. How 
coincidental, the day Taggart was asked 
to resign, the trio all crossed paths on 
the overpass to City Hall. Olson did 
you forget that day? As for your denial 
on your paving the way for Hartnett, 
that is clearly inaccurate. You orches-
trated and supported those units which 
were functional for your own benefit 
and were not in the best interest of the 
members you were responsible to repre-

sent. After Taggart left the job, Mueller 
and Moran came in like “gang bust-
ers alright.” In fact, a couple of Special 
Investigation Detectives saw the trio 
at 1061 North Broadway with Flem-
ing. Those Detectives distinctly heard 
you repeatedly say on many occasions, 
“who needs a burglary unit? They arrest 
one person every nine months.” When 
the time is right the Yonkers Tribune will 
share those Detectives’ names.

The rest of your legal eagle’s penned 
article is a failed “dog and pony show” 
that is nothing short of empty jargon to 
save face for the readers, and concerned 
citizens. Olson used his PBA title to 
justify and support his own legitimacy, 
while Commissioner Hartnett went 
unchallenged. Olson scurried about the 
city telling the membership that they 
were lucky to have jobs. He also played 
the role of city comptroller offering up 
changes to the city budget, and penned 
numerous letters to the Yonkers City 
Councilmembers pointing out what 
cuts they could make to the Teamsters 
Union membership Local 456, the 
Captain, Lieutenants, and Sergeants 
Association (CLSA), and the Yonkers 
Firefighters Union Local 628, includ-
ing offering concessions to the Police 
Benevolent Association’s (PBA) own 
contract, citing tour changes on a tem-
porary basis saying it was necessary to 

save jobs, and urging members to give 
up uniform stipends. The truth is that 
Olson had two aspects of responsibil-
ity: the ploy and the subterfuge, one as 
a forked-tongue PBA President, and 
the other a conspirator to make John 
Mueller the next commissioner on the 
backs of his membership which in turn 
would have given Olson the power he 
desperately sought. The ploy was mov-
ing ahead handsomely; unit after unit 
vanished from the YPD Budget.

Mr. Olson, your attorney’s response 
is lacking substance and sincerity. In 
fact your lawyer’s response indicts you 
for failure to act in a responsible man-
ner, and purposely not addressing any 
of the facts raised among those raised in 
total among the three articles. We will 
not waste any more of the readers’ time 
on your “whitewash” denial of the issues 
without facts to rebut the assertions ex-
pressed. We will attach some articles 
and other relevant information to point 
out your refusal to address the cold hard 
facts that the media can get through 
FOIL (Freedom of Information Law). 
Let us take a hard and close look at the 
points, or allegations, or what you call 
“outright lies” that your lawyer skillfully 
did not want you to address. Detective 
Keith Olson you stand accused of the 
following in the Blue Truth articles: It 
is alleged that Olson’s fund raising ef-
forts need to be scrutinized as to how 
fundraiser money was handled, and if 

they were disbursed in a timely manner.
It is alleged that your “two great 

friends” targeted former PBA Vice 
President Ray Montero with disciplin-
ary charges six weeks after he alone 
called for a no confidence vote against 
former Police Commissioner Edmund 
Hartnett in an open union forum. 
Montero was again targeted while 
campaigning against Olson by the 
same “two great friends”.

It is alleged that you have pend-
ing Internal Affairs Investigations for 
a variety of complaints, and you are af-
forded PBA counsel.

It is alleged that you and your 
friends conducted unauthorized inves-
tigations against PBA members, and 
CLSA members. There is an internal 
memo supporting such actions.

It is alleged that you have sent 
threatening text messages to mem-
bers of the CLSA, and PBA, as well 
as threatening members from both 
unions with physical harm. It is alleged 
that your “two great friends investi-
gated over one hundred Firefighters 
over a two days long time frame, after 
a former Intelligence Detective refused 
because the proper protocol was not 
followed. The investigation was eventu-
ally stopped by court order.

It is alleged that you and your 
“great friends created a fake Police Of-
ficer identity, and sent text messages to 
union adversaries seeking information 

through a fictitious character
It is alleged that Internal Affairs 

personnel files may have been com-
promised while under former Police 
Commissioner Hartnett for Olson’s 
own personal use against the PBA 
membership. These are just a handful 
of the issues Olson has refused to 
comment upon. So like a con artist, he 
denied everything. What else could he 
do?

Bottom line, Keith Olson has 
failed to bring a contract forward go-
ing on the fifth year; it appears that the 
YPD is headed toward another con-
trived impasse with the City of Yon-
kers. He has managed to save Captain 
John Mueller from being transferred, 
while telling his own members there is 
nothing he can do for them. Also be-
fore most of the doors closed on him, 
he has managed to get his sister a job at 
City Hall for about $64,420 annually, 
and secured himself a city owned police 
vehicle while earning a stipend of about 
$4000.00 a month, with free gas. These 
are just some of the undeniable Blue 
Truth issues plaguing Keith Olson and 
his two great friends.

Accordingly, Yonkers Tribune 
sources raise some very serious con-
cerns for Mr. Olson legitimacy as a 
union leader. Those who wish to con-
test any “facts” herein are asked to do so 
by directing email to Blue Truth.
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News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS

Visitors to our wonder-
ful Westchester County 
spent $1.68 billion in 
2012 on hotels, din-
ing; entertainment and 

other activities just think if we charged 
for our great Westchester Guardian! 
Not to worry, put your wallet away and 
enjoy this week’s fun and free edition of 
News & Notes.

Congratulations to five Briarcliff 
Manor Boy Scouts as they have earned 
their Eagle Scout honors, Joseph Pen-
nacchio, Austin Kopec, Mark Moretto, 
Jonathan Weiner and Nathaniel Mar-
torano, well done guys 

Now here’s a company I’d like to 
hang out with the Hope Players, the 

performing arm of the cancer-fighting 
Hope for Change Foundation will 
present Stephen Sondheim’s Company 
at the Westchester Sandbox Theatre in 
Mamaroneck from August 16 to 18.

My wife’s favorite TV show is now 
an art exhibit - Downton Chappy: 
Costumes of the Downton Abbey Era, 
will feature costumes from the New 
Castle Historical Society and based on 
the very popular PBS show “Downton 
Abbey” now through January 18th.

Pound Ridge Golf Club, Golf-
smith and ESPN will team up to host 
the 9th annual “Tee It Up” with ESPN 
New York Golf Classic on August 12th. 
The event has raised over $100,000 for 
charity including the V Foundation for 
Cancer Research.

An exhibition of paintings, draw-

ings and mixed-media works entitled 
“Habitats: Flora and Fauna in Natural 
Settings”, will run through September 
3rd at the Gallery in the Park located 
at the Ward Pound Ridge Reservation.

Here’s some good news for the 
folks who use the John C. Hart Me-
morial Library in Yorktown, their 
children’s section is getting a major 
renovation that should be completed 
by October.

Westchester’s Big Brothers Big 
Sisters who provide quality mentors 
for area children are looking for reus-
able clothing and household items, call 
them today for a free pick-up at 877-
399-2570.

Over the summer teens grades 
6 and up can participate in The Field 
Library in Peekskill’s Teen Summer 

Reading Challenge. Everyone has to 
do reading assignments over the sum-
mer for school (or fun) so why not get 
prizes for the work you have to do any-
way? This summer-long challenge will 
also include free events like hip-hop 
workshops, how-to drawing workshop, 
movies, gaming, help with school sum-
mer assignments, and more. To partici-
pate, teens will read and review books 
/ graphic novels / audiobooks on the 
Library’s website at www.Peekskill.org 
and go to the events. This event is gen-
erously underwritten by a grant from 
the H.O.P.E. For Youth Foundation, 
supporting Hudson Valley youth pro-
grams that foster healthy growth and 
positive achievement. For more details 
or to reserve your spot in events contact 
the library at 914-737-0010.

More summer fun kids; start 
your engines! Grand Prix New York 
(GPNY), in Mount Kisco the area’s 

leading indoor entertainment and 
team-building venue, will once again be 
offering junior racing camps this sum-
mer, aspiring racecar drivers ages 7-16 
can choose from a novice or advanced 
5-day camp.

The Bedford Hills Free Library 
has added a “Play Chess” program led 
by Jonathan Baccay. The program is 
open to school age children and teens 
from “beginner” to those with experi-
ence wanting to improve their game 
and to those interested in competing. 
The program is free and will be held 
three times a week during the summer 
months.

Looking for some sports memo-
rabilia and autographs then head off to 
the Baseball Card Show at the West-
chester County Center in White Plains 
on August 15 to 18.

The Hammond Museum & Japa-
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By SHERIF AWAD

In its 34th permu-
tation, the Durban 
International Film 
Festival (DIFF), con-
ducted from July 18 to 

28, 2013, evolved into South Africa’s 
premier film industry event which rec-
ognizes a host of local, continental and 
international filmmakers and film lov-
ers. DIFF is hosted by the Centre for 
Creative Arts, University of KwaZulu-
Natal, with principal funding by the 
National Lottery Distribution Trust 
Fund. Over the years, the festival has 
grown in global stature becoming one 
of the most important global festivals 
for viewing African and South African 
films, as well as offering the audience 
a selection of the most recent inter-
national films. Eleven venues around 
Durban have hosted more than 180 
films in addition to a comprehensive 
workshop, courtesy of the Talent Cam-
pus, that is organized in association 
with that of the Berlinale for the sixth 
year. 

DIFF’s opening night offered 
great surprise. The South African film 
Of Good Report was banned at the last 
minute of being screened as the Film 
and Publication Board (FPB), which is 
the equivalent of MPAA in the States, 
denied classification of the film. In the 

Continued on page 6

nese Stroll Garden in North Salem 
has two unique displays: “Excitement 
Extended”, a solo exhibit by Stanley 
Zabar, and “Tutti Vetro”, an exhibit by 
glass artist Marty Kemer both running 
through September 14th.

We seldom use this word in our 
house, but it should be a hilarious night 
of fun at the Paramount Hudson Val-
ley in Peekskill when “Menopause - 
The Musical” plays there on August 10 
and 11.

Happy Birthday to my youngest 
daughter Claire as she turns 17, not 
sure she can be that old when my wife 
and I are so young.

See you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

 Holistic Health Services   
 1600 Harrison Ave., Ste.307A, 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543  

 

Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

I will journey with you 
during challenging times

and help you find the psychic energy 
to cope with whatever arises.

 Counseling • Energy Healing • Hypnotism 
Spiritual & Psychic Healing 

By Appointment, only 
  Free consultation given on first visit.

914.630.1928

POLICECALENDAR

YPD Promotions

YONKERS, NY -- Mayor Spano presided over the promotion of 6 new Detectives 
and 1 new Sergeant.

(L-R): Det. Jeff Ciruzzi, Det. Kelly O’Rourke, Sergeant Dominic Monaco, Det. John 
Donaghy, Mayor Mike Spano, Police Commissioner Charles Gardner, Det. Sean 

Fogarty, Det. William Cave Jr., and Det. Thomas Marello.

News & Notes from 
Northern Westchester
Continued from page 4

Durban Festival 2013
 CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Durban International Film Festival (DIFF) poster.



Page 6 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013

statement read by the organizers, the 
screening of the film had to be halted as 
it claims that the film contained child 
pornography. The movie’s storyline is 
known to be of a teacher who falls in 
love with one of his underage students 
who becomes pregnant with his child. 
Many South African filmmakers in-
cluding some who have seen a rough 
cut of the film, stated that it contains a 
realistic dramatization of violence expe-
rienced by many SA women. 

On another note, DIFF screened 
the new dramatic thriller African Goth-
ic, which is set on a desolate rural farm 
in South Africa and follows the lives 
of two lovers who have allowed their 
farm to fall to ruin by rejecting reality 
and creating an eerie fantasy world. The 
film is based on Diepe Grond, the criti-
cally acclaimed Afrikaans-language 
play by South African playwright Reza 
de Wet, who died early last year. De 
Wet was one of South Africa’s most 
celebrated authors, a winner of theatre 
and literary awards that exceeded any 
other playwright.  When the govern-
ment censors were clamping down on 
news, television and film, Reza led a 
handful of playwrights into a thriving 
artistic movement called “Theatre of 
the Struggle”. 

Halley is also a haunting Mexican 
drama from first-time writer/direc-
tor Sebastian Hofmann. The film tells 
the story of a security guard named 
Beto (Alberto Trujillo) working in a 
Mexico City gym, who withdraws into 
isolation, approaching that of a recluse, 

as his body is slowly consumed by a 
mysterious sickness. Everyday, Beto is 
surrounded by vibrant, healthy bodies 
while his own body is slowly rotting 
away – despite his attempts to inject 
himself with embalming fluid. 

Winner of the Silver Bear for Best 
Script at Berlin this year, Closed Curtain 
is the latest film by banned Iranian di-
rector Jafar Panahi. It was shot secretly 
at Panahi’s own beachfront villa on the 
Caspian Sea. One night during a thun-
derstorm Melika and her brother Reza 
break into the villa occupied by a writ-
er-in-hiding. The writer demands that 
they leave, but Reza states that his sister 
is suicidal and then leaves her there. 

One of first films to be set in Le-
sotho, The Forgotten Kingdom tells the 
story of a young man named Atang 

who reluctantly leaves the hustle of Jo-
hannesburg to embark on a journey to 
his ancestral land to bury his estranged 
father in the remote, mountainous vil-
lage where he was born. Stirred by 
memories of his youth, Atang falls in 
love with his childhood friend, Dineo, 
now a radiant young school teacher. 
The film was directed by the New 
Yorker Andrew Mudge who spent al-
most ten years in researching the story 
and the South African heritage. 

Set in Upstate New York, Fran-
cine tells the story of a woman whose 
alienation from society finds expression 
in her deep love for animals, particu-
larly the ever-increasing number of cats 
with whom she shares her disheveled 
apartment. But instead Francine grows 
increasingly isolated from the com-
munity and begins seeking intimacy 
in the most unlikely of places. Written 
and directed by two New York couple 
Melanie Shatzky and Brian M. Cas-
sidy, Francine is highlighted by the 
performance of Melissa Leo as the title 
character. 
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Durban Festival 2013
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African Gothic.

The Forgotten Kingdom.

Peter Machen, DIFF’s newly appointed 
manager.
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By NANCY KING

On Wednesday, July 
24th, County Executive 
Rob Astorino signed 
two agreements (asset 
management agree-

ments) with Sustainable Playland and 
the Westchester Children’s’ Museum.   
Under these two contracts, the county 
will gradually turn the park and the 
museum, located on the southern end 
of the boardwalk, over to these two enti-
ties, thus relieving the county of its re-
sponsibility for running an amusement 
park that they allege is a drain on county 
finances.  

Astorino did not disclose the terms 
of the agreement with Sustainable Play-
land but told those at the press confer-

ence that the changes would be gradual, 
subtle and occur over the span of several 
years.  But Astorino and Kim Morque, 
president of Sustainable Playland, were 
vague about those changes.  While both 
reminded the press that the rides and 
art deco buildings, which have histori-
cal registry status, will remain (because 
of their status they are protected), they 
both alluded to the fact that there will be 
a great lawn and several outdoor fields. 
In order to provide for that great lawn, 
a couple of fields and perhaps a field-
house, and many of the existing rides 
will have to be moved or torn down 
completely.  

The two statements however, raised 
more questions than answers.  What 
would be removed for the great lawn 
and what would be its purpose? Would 

it be for lounging or be utilized as a 
venue for concerts and performances? 
Would those fields and field house be 
for general usage or rented out privately?  
And what exactly would be the fee for 
enjoying the “new” Playland?  There 
were no definitive answers during the 
press conference. 

It will however be up to the West-
chester County Legislators to decide if 
the non-disclosed particulars of the con-
tract will get approved and be rubber-
stamped to move forward.  Sustainable 
Playland has until January 1st 2014, to 
submit their final plans to the board for 
their approval.  If the board does not ap-
prove, Sustainable Playland has the op-
tion of walking away from their contract.

Westchester County Board Chair-
man Ken Jenkins has no intentions of 

rubber stamping this agreement. Jenkins 
has publicly stated that Sustainable Play-
land has no money of their own and that 
any monies received are from private 
investors.    He wants the board to do 
a line-by-line analysis of the agreement 
and wants further answers as to why the 
Ice Casino will remain closed for an ad-
ditional year.  The Playland Ice Casino 
sustained severe damage during Super 
Storm Sandy and has remained closed.  
According to Donna Green, a spokes-
person for the county, repairs to the Ice 
Casino have taken longer than expected 
due to the red tape involved in securing 
Federal Disaster Relief.  The Ice Casino 
has long been an income maker for the 
county as many organizations privately 
rent it for hockey teams.  About the only 
thing that Jenkins approved of was that 

American Amusements was the com-
pany chosen to oversee the amusement 
and game component of the park.

The children’s museum also hopes 
to finally be able to move forward with 
their project as well.  Tracy Kay, Execu-
tive Director of the museum stated that 
now that the CE Astorino has signed 
the two agreements, they can move 
forward installing a $6.1 million heat-
ing and ventilation system; they will use 
the remaining $3.1 million to purchase 
exhibits and activities for the museum.

The taxpayers however will just wait 
and wonder as to what the real deal with 
these contracts is.  I’m sure we’ll find out 
on January 1st.  If we have a Republi-
can board, we’ll have a new Sustainable 
Playland.  If it’s a Democratic one, you 
can bet we’ll have the same Playland 
we’ve always known.
Nancy King is a freelance reporter.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Can Sustainable Playland Really Sustain The Park

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
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http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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EDUCATION

North East Westchester Special Recreation Program Gets a Lesson in Beekeeping
By RICH MONETTI

I recently received an 
invitation from GlenA-
rbor Golf Course to 
meet children from the 
North East Westches-

ter Special Recreation Program and 
observe their awe as local beekeeper 
D.J. Haverkamp gave them a look at 
his beehives at the John Jay Homestead 
in Katonah, New York. “They’re a great 
bunch of kids,” said GlenArbor Direc-
tor of Marketing, Communications & 
Environmental Education, so I decided 
this would be a good way to end my 
week.

That was until I stepped outside 
and remembered it was about 140 de-
grees. Not to worry, I’ve learned over 
the years that kids don’t pay much at-
tention to the extremes in the weather. 
So while I almost succumbed to heat 
stroke walking across the field to four of 
D.J.’s bee cubicles, the kids were mostly 
oblivious to the elements.

The bees were not available for 
comment, but as D.J. opened one of the 
beehive enclosures and pulled a rack of 
bees from the bin while a few squea-
mish looks revealed themselves on the 
faces of the kids. As such, I carefully 
positioned my grimace in case I had 
to scamper away - not having to worry 
about trampling any adolescents in the 
process.

D.J. applied the calming smoke to 
his bees with a beekeeper tool known 
as a bee smoker bellow,; the kids were 
offered the opportunity to take a quick 
whiff.

Sufficiently slowed, D.J. donned 
the white coat of the Beekeeper but 
simply went with a farmer’s hat – 
bravely saving the screened hood for a 
cooler day. Home to 20,000 bees per 
encasement, the group of 30 staff and 
kids eventually returned to the barn for 

a little heat relief and more buzz on the 
secluded life of bees.

Unveiling an actual honeycomb, 
the kids weren’t at a loss; they knew 
what the bees store in those hexagonal 
structures. “They put honey in it,” the 
learners piped up. 

But what happens when there’s 
snow on the ground asked the Bedford 
based Beekeeper.   “There’s no flowers 
for the bees,” said the group.

Understanding that bees turn pol-
len into nectar, they learned an excess 
of pollen is stored by eating light in the 
summer so as to sustain themselves 
through the winter.   But selling off 
some of their warm weather busy work, 
D.J. must always strike the proper bal-
ance so as not to inflame the hive – hot 
day or not.

Giving the kids a closer look 
through a glass encased hive of about 
1,000 bees, a nose was not apparent 
to any of the young onlookers. “How 
do the bees smell to find flowers,” 
Haverkamp posed the mystery. 

Given how quickly the word an-
tennas arose from the shady barn, the 
smell of the audience’s insight was in 
the air and knowingly acknowledged as 
the hive collectively rubbed their olfac-
tory appendages in approval.

The kids then volunteered that 
Don was their favorite counselor to suit 
up in the protective top and screened 
hood. “Bees can’t get up underneath the 
elastic suit,” said Haverkamp.

Armed with the bellows and soft 
brush to either deter or softly brush off 
stray bees, Dan had all the makings of a 
Beekeeper in training. “He looks almost 
like an astronaut,” said Haverkamp.

Still, the earth bound looking 
space suit isn’t as full proof as the real 
thing above the clouds. “If you’re a bee-
keeper, you are just going to get stung 
sometimes,” said Haverkamp.

That did not deter 13-year-old 

Katie Ucker at this point or when the 
overheated bees peaked out earlier in 
the field. “I wasn’t scared at all – I’m 
tough,” she boasted.

But in likening the bees to a little 
family, it’s likely she understood that 
fear isn’t really necessary as bees simply 
want to go about their business.

14-year-old Will Dwight was less 
sure if going simply by his words. “I’m 
allergic,” he said with a sly look, which 
his classmate Mary Debany read as 
easily as a worker on a beeline to a bud.

“He’s not allergic,” she asserted, 
and even though the sophomore was 
stung once before, it’s been easily put 

aside in the wake of breakfast on any 
given day.

“I love honey nut Cheerios,” said 
Mary.

Of course, she also knows D.J.’s 
honey is fresh and puts anything found 
in the supermarket to shame.

D.J. Haverkamp with a bin of bees at John Jay Homestead.

Dwight Will enjoying the presentation

Continued on page 8

http://www.citycarting.net
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Bees behind the glass.

To that, Senior Recreation Thera-
pist Cathleen Benson acknowledged 
that while the kids get quite a lot out 
of programs like this, they also bring a 
good deal of information and under-

standing to the gathering.  She thanked 
GlenArbor for its part and the way they 
make the kids feel part of the larger 
Westchester community. 
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

EDUCATION

North East Westchester Special Recreation 
Program Gets a Lesson in Beekeeping
Continued from page 7

Yonkers Honors Korean War Veterans 

In honor of the 35 Yonkers residents who lost their lives during the Korean War, 
Mayor Mike Spano among other dignitaries placed a wreath in recognition of the 

60th Anniversary of the Korean War Cease Fire at the Yonkers Veterans Memorial in 
their honor.

By PAM YOuNG

One of my adult 
relatives who shall re-
main nameless has 
SES (Squeamish Eater 
Syndrome).  I love her 

in spite of her affliction. As a mother, 
I’m familiar with squeamish eaters. 
Out of my three kids, only one was a 
real squeamer, Joanna. The list of foods 
that could bring on her gag reflex was 
endless. The best way to get the gaggers 
into her, with their valuable vitamins 
and nutrients, was to buy a food proces-
sor and purée the identity out of them. 
Most children are not as bad as Joanna 
was and I’m pleased to report that as an 
adult, she has made friends with many 
of her childhood food enemies.  

As adults, most of us have a fairly 
tolerant palate, but there is a line that is 
drawn somewhere right around giblets. 
That’s probably why we call them gib-
lets and not vital chicken organs, and 
why we call squid, calamari, and calves, 
veal.  

I think the reason American res-
taurants list snails on the appetizer fare 
as “Escargot” is because they know that 
if their menus read “SNAILS,” they’d 
have zero takers.  While this goes on 

in the States, I wonder if it happens 
in France. Since I’ve never been there, 
I wonder if French menus use Eng-
lish words like  “SNAILS” or even 
“SLUGS WITH A SHELL” in the 
poshest, candlelit establishments, luring 
French–born, non-English-speaking 
diners into orders that would never 
happen if the menus read “ESCAR-
GOT.”

On a personal note, I’ve learned in 
feeding the squeamish, including my 
relative, that they’ll eat and enjoy many 
foods as long as they don’t know what 
they’re eating.

Since I’m on a low-carb, high fat 
diet these days and my low-carb doc-
tor has recommended eating organ 
meats, I dug into my recipe collection 
and found this note: “Not very popular, 
even with the most daredevilsh eaters, 
because a plate of chicken hearts, no 
matter how delicious, looks more like a 
serving of marinated rabbit droppings.” 
I remembered while wrapping up 
yummy leftover coronary organs after 
several parties, I’d thought up the idea 
of hiding the delicious little delicacies in 
a tasty mushroom camouflage.  

After taking a tray of these extraor-
dinary appetizers to a party or serving 
them in your own home, you’ll be bom-

barded with praise—unless of course 
your guests don’t like mushrooms.

Mushrooms with a Heart
36 medium-sized mushrooms
1 tablespoon coconut oil
1 tablespoon vinegar
½ cup white wine
½ cup chopped onion
2 cloves of garlic minced
36 chicken hearts (3/4 pound to 1 
pound)
Topping:
½ teaspoon Lawry’s Seasoned Salt
Juice of 1 clove of garlic pressed in gar-
lic press
¼ teaspoon pepper
1 tablespoon Worcestershire Sauce
6 ounces Philadelphia Brand Cream 
Cheese, softened
½ cup Parmesan cheese 

Wash the mushrooms and pop out 
the stems. Set both aside.

In a large skillet, heat the oil, vin-
egar, white wine, garlic and onions over 
medium heat, mixing thoroughly. Add 
the chicken hearts, mushrooms, and 
stems. Cover and simmer 10 minutes.

Remove the mushrooms with a 
slotted spoon. Continue cooking the 
chicken hearts and stems for another 
20 minutes, or until hearts are tender.  
Remove chicken hearts with the slot-
ted spoon. Cool.

Pour leftover contents of skillet 

into a food processor and puree. Pour 
mixture into a small bowl with the 
seasoned salt, garlic, pepper, Worcester-
shire Sauce, cream cheese, and Parme-
san cheese.

Stuff a heart in each mushroom 
cavity and hide each one with the 
cheese topping. Just before serving, 
place under the broiler until the top-
ping bubbles and browns slightly. 

I don’t usually share recipes in my 
Young@Heart essays, but remember-
ing and looking up this sneaky recipe 
made me want to share it with you. 
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com. You’ll 
find many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, vid-
eos on how to get organized, ways to lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all 
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

MAKE IT FUN! 

Feeding the Squeamish

PEOPLE

By JOHN JAMES 
KIRKWOOD

What kind of man is it 
that puts convenience 
and the life of their son 
or daughter in the bal-

ance and chooses infanticide? What 
kind of a woman chooses to kill her son 
or daughter in the name of personal 
freedom?

So what of the royal fetus? Would 
there have been outrage if Kate had 
chosen abortion? If the royal couple 
would have decided that now was not 
the right time or that “it” was not the 
favored sex? Outside of the coven of 
extreme feminists, of NARAL, and 

of NOW, how would the world have 
taken the wanton slaughter of the third 
in line to the British throne? And just 
why should that pregnancy, fetus, child 
or birth be treated differently than the 
black fetus in Harlem that was just 
burned, dismembered, sucked out and 
bagged as medical waste?

This is one reason that I didn’t 
mind the media coverage of the royal 
baby. I relished it. It was the first time 
in a long time that they recognized a 
child in the womb was an actual child 
with a destiny to be anticipated and 
cheered. In a strange way it reminded 
me of the hype surrounding the birth of 
John the Baptist. And so it should. And 
so should every triumph of the womb. 
Across the globe, every birth should be 
celebrated!

Royal Baby

Continued on page 9
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By RAYMOND IBRAHIM

Based on a widely 
circulated video and 
statements from the 
Vatican, it was believed 
that Fr. Francois Murad, 

a Catholic Syrian priest, was recently 
beheaded in Syria. It was not long 
before others “vigorously denied” the 
story, saying that the Christian priest 
was actually shot dead. And now that’s 
fast become the “big” news. For ex-
ample, according to The Telegraph, “The 
footage, said to show Father Francois 
Murad, 49, as the victim in a brutal 
summary execution by foreign jihadists 
is likely to be an older video that bares 
no relation to the death of the Catholic 
priest. Father Murad ‘died when he was 
shot inside his church’ in the northern 
Syrian Christian village of Ghassaniyeh 
on June 23, three separate local sources, 
who did not wish to be named, told The 
Telegraph.”

So apparently that makes it bet-
ter? That seems to be The Telegraph’s 
take, for it continues: “Claims that Fa-
ther Murad was one of two men to be 
decapitated by a foreign jihadist group 
went viral, with outrage expressed in 
blogs and articles worldwide.”

So now that he wasn’t beheaded, 
only shot dead inside his church, there’s 
no longer any call for “outrage”?

At any rate, welcome to the “dis-
traction” tactic being exploited by the 
many elements trying to minimize the 
atrocities being committed by the ji-
hadis—also known as the “Free Syrian 
Army” (FSA)—in Syria. Supporters of 
these jihadis exploit the fact that, in a 
time of war, as currently in Syria, news 
is not always reliable. They also claim 
that any news that portrays the Syrian 
government as the “good guys”—such 
as nonstop videos of the FSA com-

mitting atrocities—is just pro-Assad 
propaganda, that cannot be trusted 
(they never seem to see the flipside to 
this logic, that Western media can be 
disseminating false anti-Assad propa-
ganda).

Thus, let’s not focus too much on 
the exact particulars—for indeed, exact 
information is not always clear—and 
rather acknowledge the big picture: 
namely that beheadings have become 
very common in Syria, even if we don’t 
always know the identities of those be-
headed. But we do know who are doing 
the beheadings: al-Qaeda linked jihadis 
who are trying to transform Syria into a 
Sharia-ruling emirate.

Consider the video which some 
are now saying was not Fr. Murad—
who was only shot (whew!) Whoever 
the men being beheaded are, what you 
are witnessing is the true face of the 
Syria “rebellion”—jihadis, most of 
them obviously foreigners. The ring 
leader appears perhaps Chechan (from 
Chechnya), and can hardly speak Ara-
bic properly (but one of the few phrases 
that he utters that is understandable is 

“we are enforcing the rules of Allah”). 
The bound men are then beheaded to 
wild cries of “Allahu Akbar!”

To appreciate the frequency of 
such beheadings, do a quick YouTube 
search with words like “Syria” and “be-
headings,” and you will see any num-
ber of graphic videos of Syrians being 
beheaded by U.S.-backed jihadis. These 
are the videos that have still not been 
identified and removed by YouTube, 
but which likely soon will. Before them, 
there were many others that are now 
gone.

Among some of the ones currently 
up, are:

A video of reportedly a Syrian 
policeman, having his head sliced off, 

to screams of Allahu Akbar; his head 
is then picked up and chucked to the 
ground.

A video of reportedly a Mus-
lim apostate to Christianity, either in 
Tunisia or Syria, also having his head 
sheared off to screams of Allahu Akbar.

A video of a child, prodded by the 
Free Syrian Army, cutting the heads 
off of Syrian men for apparently being 
loyal to the Assad government.

A video of the FSA making an-
other child hack a man’s head off—
again, to cries of Allahu Akbar.

A video of the FSA tormenting 
and humiliating an obviously mentally-
handicapped man, torturing another 
man, and at the very end beheading a 
third man—to cries of Allahu Akbar.

While strictly not a beheading 
video, let’s also not forget the video of 

an FSA fighter cutting out and biting 
into the heart of a dead soldier—the 
same video Russian president Putin 
rightly shamed the pro-FSA West 
with. Before biting into the organs of 
his foe, the cannibalistic jihadi declares, 
“I swear to Allah, soldiers of Bashar, you 
dogs—we will eat your heart and livers! 
Allahu Akbar!”

So what’s to be learned by all this 
savage carnage, beheadings, cannibal-
ism and what not? Those who wish 
to distract will insist that we cannot be 
sure of all the facts and circumstanc-
es—the identity of the executioners, the 
identity of the victims, the exact con-
text, etc. They will nitpick and lose sight 
of the big picture. Hence the debate 
on whether Fr. Murad was beheaded 
or shot (incidentally, here’s a video of 

PERSECUTION

Syria’s Graphic Beheading Videos

The British blogger, Archbishop 
Cranmer, recognized brilliantly the 
clumsy contradictions resident in the 
media’s split personality however:

“Surely such ‘pro-choice’ newspa-
pers and journals (and people) should 
be talking about a bunch of pluripotent 
stem cells, an embryo or a fetus. For 
reports suggest that the Duchess is still 
in her first trimester, so this is not yet 

a baby and certainly nothing with any 
kind of destiny. At this stage, surely, 
it is a non-person, just like the other 
201,931 non-persons who last year 
were evacuated from wombs in Eng-
land, Scotland and Wales.”

When my aunt was a missionary 
in Nigeria, she would walk along the 
rivers and by the dung pile to search for 
abandoned babies left to die of exposure 
or crocodiles. Would it be more shock-
ing to Americans if this were the mode 
of infanticide that they had to “choose” 
instead of the comfort of an outpatient 

“clinic?” Those civilized souls who look 
down on those who tossed virgins into 
volcanoes stand guard over the system-
atic destruction of over 50 million fel-
low human beings and don’t reckon the 
irony. Those who rail against the dark 
pages of American history, against the 
holocausts, pogroms and genocides of a 
lesser people, proudly stand in favor of 
America’s hidden holocaust.

Well I for one would like to con-
gratulate William and Kate on the 
birth of their baby boy and to all those 
who have chosen life, I am grateful.

May the birth of this child place a 
stone in the shoe of those who walk so 
casually by the graveyard of a lost gen-
eration. And may God have mercy on 
their souls.
John Kirkwood is a son of Issachar. He 
is a Zionist, gun-toting, cigar-smoking, 
incandescent light bulb-using, 3.2 gallon 
flushing, fur-wearing, Chinese (MSG) 
eating, bow-hunting, SUV driving, un-
hyphenated American man who loves 
his wife, isn’t ashamed of his country and 
does not apologize for his Christianity. He 
Pastors Grace Gospel Fellowship Bensen-

ville, where “we the people” seek to honor 
“In God we Trust.” He hosts the Christian 
wake up call IN THE ARENA every 
Sunday at noon on AM 1160 and he co-
hosts UnCommon Sense, the Christian 
Worldview with a double shot of espresso 
on UncommonShow.com. He is the proud 
homeschooling dad of Konnor, Karter 
and Payton and the “blessed from heaven 
above” husband of the Righteous and 
Rowdy Wendymae. Twitter: @uncom-
monshow
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a man executed by jihadis in Syria by 
gunfire—again, to screams of “Allahu 
Akbar”; it’s not a whole lot better than 
the beheadings).

Even so, there is one thing we 
can be absolutely sure about—and it’s 

perhaps the most significant and ex-
istentialist point of these barbaric be-
headings: they are all done in the name 
of the god of Islam; they are all accom-
panied by cries of distinctly Islamic slo-
gans, most prominently, Allahu Akbar.

This speaks volumes, or at least it 

should. Even Muslims raping Coptic 
Christian girls, as in this video, shout 
this most distinctive of Islamic cries, 
first uttered by Islam’s prophet himself 
when attacking non-Muslims.

To understand the significance 
of all this, consider if Christian groups 
around the world started beheading 
people while screaming things like “In 

the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.” What would that say about 
Christianity?

What does it say about Islam?
Hence the true lesson of Syria’s be-

heading videos.
First published in www.Front-

PageMagazine.com on July 18, 2013. 
http://www.meforum.org/3561/

syria-beheading-videos
Raymond Ibrahim is author of the new 
book, Crucified Again: Exposing Islam’s 
New War on Christians (published by 
Regnery in cooperation with Gatestone 
Institute, 2013). A Middle East and Is-
lam expert, he is a Shillman Fellow at the 
David Horowitz Freedom Center, associ-
ate fellow at the Middle East Forum.

Syria’s Graphic Beheading Videos

PERSECUTION

Continued from page 9

By JOHN F. McMuLLEN

In the period 1961 
through 1968, one of 
the most watched shows 
on television was the 
“Fulton Sheen Program,” 

hosted by the Roman Catholic Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen. During that time, 
Bishop Sheen was also national direc-
tor of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith and his personal assistant was 
a young priest, Hilary Franco. Father 
Franco was also Bishop Sheen’s televi-
sion “angel” (who, off-camera, would erase 
the blackboard which Bishop Sheen would 
write on during the telecast).

Over fifty years later, the now-
Monsignor Hilary Franco is leaving 
Ossining’s St. Augustine Parish, where 
he has been pastor for the last nineteen 
years. In the interim between his service 
with Bishop Sheen, Msgr. Franco spent 
twenty-six years working at the Vatican 
(where he shared lodgings with Edward 
Cardinal Egan, former Archbishop of New 
York).

On July 21st, Cardinal Egan; West-
chester County Executive Rob Astorino; 
Vatican Ambassador to the United Nations 
Bishop Francis Chullikatt; Monsignor 
Thomas P. Sandi, pastor of St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton parish, Shrub Oak, NY; 
and Father Richard D. Baker. Pastor of 
St. Malachy’s parish (“the Actor’s Chapel”) 
in New York City where Msgr. Franco 
will be moving came to St. Augustine to 
honor Msgr. Franco on his “retirement” 

(Cardinal Egan pointed out that priests 
do not retire; they may give up some duties 
but they never retire from being a priest). 
While at St. Malachy’s, Msgr. Franco 
will “return to his roots” by completing a 
book about Bishop Sheen.

Msgr. Sandi, who gave the homily 
at the St. Augustine service, had previ-
ously been the principal speaker at a trib-
ute to Msgr. Franco, held at the Trump 
National Golf Club on July 17th. At that 
time, he summarized Msgr. Franco’s 
career, saying “Monsignor Franco has 
been a first-rate scholar with a masters de-
gree in sociology and a doctorate in biblical 
theology; an eminent canonist and judge; a 
local expert for the members of the Vatican 
Diplomatic Corps at what is now the Ap-

ostolic Nunciature in Washington, DC; an 
assistant pastor of a number of parishes; a 
personal assistant to the magisterial Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen at the National Office of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith in 
New York City; a peritus (theological ex-
pert) at the historic, Second Vatican Council, 
who helped draft original, theological docu-
ments; a Vatican official who originated the 
English “desk” at the Congregation for the 
Clergy, which he managed for 24 years; 
the priest who brought the computer to the 
Vatican (not a computer, you will note, 
but computer technology itself, as he helped 
“wire” the Apostolic See); a dedicated trans-
lator to several notable ecclesiastics; a lin-
guist, who communicates casually in word 
and on paper, on the phone and online, in 

a combination of languages that can truly 
frighten one—even in dead languages [al-
though don’t call Latin a “dead” language in 
his presence!]; a reliable Vatican expert and 
commentator for the news divisions of FOX 
and CBS; a priest’s priest, upon whom 
many of the clergy depend for pastoral and 
personal direction; and a confidant of busi-
ness people, bishops, cardinals and, I might 
add, a few Bishops of Rome.”

Astorino told of having Msgr. 
Franco with Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
on his “Catholic Channel” show on 
Sirius XM Satellite Radio to discuss 
the career of Archbishop Sheen, saying 
“All I had to do was introduce the show and 
sit back and listen.” He presented Msgr. 
Franco with a framed certificate from 

Westchester County honoring him for 
his contributions to Ossining and to 
Westchester County.

After Bishop Chullikatt spoke of 
using Msgr. Franco’s knowledge of the 
world at the United Nations mission 
and Cardinal Egan officially welcomed 
him to New York City, saying that he 
has the perfect persona for the Actor’s 
Church, Msgr. Franco took the podium 
to thank everyone, including the over 
400 people who packed the church for 
the tribute, for not only the tribute but 
for all the support that they have given 
him during his nineteen years at St. Au-
gustine. He said that when his friend, 
John Cardinal O’Connor, asked him if 
he wanted to be assigned to Ossining, 
his immediate reaction was “Ossining?? 
Ossining? When I was young, we used to 
go on family outings to West Point or Bear 
Mountain – but never to Ossining. What 
would I do in Ossining?” The Cardinal 
told him that St. Augustine’s was a great 
parish and that he should go and “check 
it out” before making a decision – so he 
did – met with parishioners and fell in 
love with it – and stayed that way for 
nineteen years. He then invited everyone 
to a luncheon to be held after the service.

No matter what a person’s religious 
belief (or non-belief), the dedication to 
others, the years of service, and the ob-
vious humility of this 81-year-old man 
makes him a person to be revered and 
hopefully emulated. Father Brian Mc-
Sweeney, his successor as pastor at St. 
Augustine’s, has big shoes to fill.
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com.

Bishop Sheen’s “Angel” Flies Away From Westchester
FROM THE LAST PEW

OPINION WRITER

Monsignor Hilary Franco Cardinal Egan Bishop Chullikatt

Continued on page 11

By BOB MARRONE

Alex Rodriquez seems 
not to be a very likable 
person.  For whatever 
reason, even before he 
was accused of doing 

steroids and admitting to having done 
so during his years with the Texas 

Rangers, he was the subject of displea-
sure from no less a Yankee icon than 
Derek Jeter.  A-rod’s attention getting 
and immodest ways were antithetical 
to the measured, meek and oh, so or-
chestrated image of the shortstop.  And 
though some Yankee fans still believe in 
Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, and that 
Obama’s birth certificate is a fake, Ro-

driquez was always a better ballplayer 
than Jeter, with or without performance 
enhancing drugs, and whether or not 
the New York Press corps wanted to 
father Jeter’s babies.

I don’t particularly like Alex either; 
and I don’t know why.  But to be fair, 
I do know this, that neither he nor St. 
Jeter is the real, guaranteed-not-to-
tarnish man that Mariano Riviera is.  
Think Jimmy Swaggert as A-rod, Joel 
Osteen as Jeter, and the humble new 

Pope Francis as Mariano, and you get 
my drift.

All that said, I am among the mi-
nority who believes Alex Rodriquez is 
being vilified far beyond what is fair or 
appropriate. And these are guns I in-
tend to stick to, even if it is proven that 
he did it again, and lied about it. 

It seems that A-rod is taking it on 
the chin for many others and, perhaps, 
more so because his betrayal of our 
trust crushes our own delusions that 

sports in this country is sacred and the 
one place where people’s accomplish-
ments are judged on their merits and 
not on some subjective whim of a boss.  
Moreover, we want to believe that these 
games are played by the rules.  Some-
how, we wanted to believe that sport, 
of all things, was exempt from one of 
America’s most enigmatic traits, that 
we are winners.  We Americans love 
winning so much that we cheat on 

Alex Rodriquez and Santa Claus

http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/video-christian-girls-gang-raped-to-screams-of-allahu-akbar-in-egypt/
http://www.FrontPageMagazine.com
http://www.FrontPageMagazine.com
http://www.meforum.org/3561/syria-beheading-videos
http://www.meforum.org/3561/syria-beheading-videos
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1621570258&linkCode=as2&tag=uhurnetw-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1621570258/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1621570258&linkCode=as2&tag=uhurnetw-20
mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
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By JOHN F. MCMuLLEN 

Kirsten Kukowski, a 
spokeswoman for the 
Republican National 
Committee, com-
menting on President 

Obama’s anticipated schedule of 
speeches on the economy, was quoted 
as saying “Memo to Obama and the 
White House:  speeches don’t create jobs.”  
That is true – but there is more to it -- 
“Memo to Kukowski  and the Republican 
National Committee: A robust and effi-
cient economy doesn’t create jobs either.” As 
a matter of fact, the goal of businesses 
is to always become more efficient to 
reduce costs and maximize profits and 
that is most easily done by eliminating 
people through automation (robotics, 
artificial intelligence, and office automa-
tion).This should be obvious to all -- we 
have a robust economy to the extent 
that the stock market is at record highs 
and corporate profits are soaring, yet 
employment is stagnant and real wages 
are declining or flat.

The post- Industrial Age, called by 
many “The Information Age” does cre-
ate some jobs and they are good jobs, 
higher-paying than the clerical jobs 
they replace, but automation replaces 
far more jobs than it creates. Rodney 
Brooks, former director of MIT’s ro-
botics development and creator of two 
robotics firms, sugarcoats the impact 
of automation, in my judgment, in an 
otherwise wonderful TED talk (http://

www.ted.com/talks/rodney_brooks_
why_we_will_rely_on_robots.html) 
when he speaks of “Mildred,” who used 
to be a factory worker in Connecticut 
but now trains robots to do the line 
work that she used to do. So, as Brooks 
says, Mildred decided that “she really 
liked robots” -- she should; she now has a 
less physically intense job and probably 
makes more money -- BUT every fac-
tory worker replaced “on the line” did 
not become a robot trainer; we do not 
have one trainer for each robot. Mil-
dred has a better job while many of her 
ex-co-workers have no jobs.

Brooks also mentions robots 
from Pittsburgh’s Aethon company 
that are now in hundreds of hospitals 
throughout the country, doing manual 
work, carting dirty sheets and dishes 
for cleaning and fetching medicines, 
freeing up nurses and nurses’ aides “to 
spend more time with patients” (Brooks’ 
words). I suggest that many of these 
hospitals now have less nurses and 
nurses’ aides than they did when they 
were doing the manual tasks.

I am not discounting Brooks’ pre-
sentation -- he showed the “PackBot” 
from iRobot (Brooks’ former company) 
which searches for bombs for US ser-
vice personnel in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and keeps the service personnel away 
from harm. Even beyond the examples 
that he provides, Brooks performs a real 
service by pointing us (even though he 
doesn’t say it) to a future in which there 

is much greater unemployment. 
We are rapidly moving toward a 

society in which less people will have 
to support more people through a more 
progressive tax system and more sup-
port programs (studies that I have read 
recently see 2040 as the date by which these 
changes must occur to avoid chaos). The 
“neo-Socialists” (not really) Richard 
Nixon and Milton Friedman suggested 
a guaranteed minimum wage support-
ed by taxpayer dollars 45 years ago.

This approach may not be the an-
swer -- or be the only answer. The prob-
lem is that, not only do we not have an 
answer, we do not even have a discus-
sion about a very predictable future. 
Those responsible for our governance 
(supposedly serving us) have a difficult 
time even discussing whether presiden-
tial appointments should be confirmed 
our rejected. Is it any surprise that long 
term planning is not going on? Yet, 
without foresight and planning the 
whole place may fall apart.

Detroit will almost certainly be-
come the poster child for the lack of 
intelligent management by govern-
ment, business, and labor. Already, the 
finger-pointing is at an all-time high, 
blaming government, business, labor, 
“out-of-control policies,” and “conser-
vative lack of concern” for the state of 
this decaying, dysfunctional bankrupt 
city --- and they are all right! If one 
had to find a common thread in all the 
factors leading to the state of affairs, it 
would be lack of foresight and respon-
sible planning.

tests, our taxes and our speed limits.  
We lie at work to keep our jobs and stab 
co-workers in the back to get a better 
one.  Politicians tell us what we want to 
hear, the food companies feed us what 
tastes good even if it kills us; and Wall 
Street hires thousands of lawyers to 
help them stretch the rules and keep 
them out of jail when they break them.  
Lobbyists swarm over Washington and 
state capitals with money and votes to 
cheat the system and help our elected 
officials cheat us.  More and more re-
tailers are jacking up the prices of goods 
so that the “sale” bargain you think you 
are getting is no bargain at all.  Every-
body cheats.

Where is the outrage?
The management of the NFL’s 

New England Patriots is acting all con-
trite now that a not so rare thug is in 

jail accused of murder.  The NFL has 
been drafting thugs for years but can no 
longer hide behind its PR powerhouse 
to keep the Hernandez issue at bay.  
Speaking of football, if you have never 
been to a game, you owe it to yourself to 
at least get in the parking lot for a look 
at the tailgaters.  You will never see so 
many drunken people in your life, and 
the game did not even start yet.   Own-
ers and local authorities know that 
thousands of people at each venue walk 
out falling-down drunk every Sunday; 
but there is money to be made. While 
we are n the subject of ownership; 
baseball and hockey have their own de-
mons. Everybody cheats.

I am still annoyed at the reviews 
of Joe Torre’s book about his time 
with the Yankees.  Unlike the skim-
ming of chapters, which I suspect was 

done most by those who wrote about 
it, I actually read it.  The sports writers 
chose to talk about Joe’s relationships 
with A-rod, David Wells and George 
Steinbrenner.  What they rarely wrote 
about was the most startling revela-
tion of the book… that management 
and ownership were well aware that 
steroids had invaded their game and 
that they chose to look the other way.  
As for hockey, their players once had to 
sue for their pensions after at least one 
of their game’s greats died in the streets 
on a diet of cat food.  In the 1970’s, the 
Flyers actually beat people up, cheated 
egregiously, to win not one, but two 
Stanly Cups.  The NHL lockouts make 
you pine for the days of the Teamsters.  
If any sport deserves a Jimmy Hoffa, it 
is hockey.

I admire the grace, courage and 
skill of elite athletes. Full disclosure, I 
still play fairly serious hockey in a house 
league, and still fantasize of being Gor-

die Howe.  But one of America’s great-
est delusions is that our sports stars are 
supposed to be models of virtue and 
rectitude and held up as examples for 
our young people.  Anyone close to 
sports knows that, with some excep-
tions, and with the acknowledgment 
that there is something to be said for 
the courage and persistence metaphors 
that sports offer, sports stars are among 
the worst candidates as role models.  
For the most part, the dedication it 
takes to become a world-class athlete 
limits the time young people have to 
dedicate themselves to earning an edu-
cation and developing a sophisticated 
knowledge of the world about them.  
Also, most environments which pro-
duce great athletes are ultra competi-
tive, emphasize aggressive behavior and 
are often vulgar and narrowly focused.  
I have no qualms with this.  But it is not 
the breeding ground for role models. 
Suggested reading: Ball Four By Jim 

Bouton.  
So how is it, then, that we take 

such joy in focusing on the failures of 
this one man to adhere to a code we do 
not hold to ourselves?  And even if we 
choose to, why are his sins any greater 
than the many others doing illegal 
drugs?  Why is former New York Gi-
ant Bobby Thompson, of the famous 
1951 shot-heard-round-the-world, not 
vilified for steeling signs?  His cheating 
cost the Dodgers a pennant, and broke 
the heart of Mount Vernon native 
Ralph Branca.

Yes, it appears that Alex Rodriquez 
may well have broken the rules.  Yes, it 
is a story, because he is so talented.  But 
the venom in the story seems to come 
from two places. First, he is not a very 
lovable guy.  Second, it forces us to look 
at the fact there is no Santa Claus.
Bob Marrone is an author and freelance 
writer for The Westchester Guardian.

BRONX APARTMENTS FOR RENT

BRONX COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT

Newly renovated Bronx Apartments for Rent
Near public transportation & shopping.

Rent includes heat & hot water.
$25 non-refundable credit check.

1 BR Starting at  $1150/Month
2Br. Starting at $1300/Month

Call Maria:

914.632.1230

Westchester Ave. Commercial Space for Rent
Busy location, Large Display Window

2 blocks from #6 Elder Ave. stop
Ideal for Check Casher • Liquor Store • Formal Wear

Hair Salon • Barber Shop • Party Supplies
Notary/Tax/Document Preparation

Fast Food • Franchises
Some restrictions: No grocery or wireless phones

1000 Sq. Ft. • $3000/Month
1300 SQ. FT. $3935/Month

Tenant pays water, electric & taxes
Call Maria:

914.632.1230

OPINION WRITER

Alex Rodriquez and Santa Claus
Continued from page 10

Detroit As A Cautionary Tale
TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued on page 14

http://www.ted.com/talks/rodney_brooks_why_we_will_rely_on_robots.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/rodney_brooks_why_we_will_rely_on_robots.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/rodney_brooks_why_we_will_rely_on_robots.html
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This year’s event headliners featured: 
Buckwheat Zydeco, Ronnie Earl, 
Bryan Lee, James Cotton, Lee Oskar, 
Larry McCray, Quinn Sullivan, Jim-
mie Vaughan, Roomful of Blues who 
reunited with Ray Norcia, Anthony 
Gomes, Chris Duarte, and more. As 
expected, there was a good smatter-
ing of very talented Canadian bands: 
Mike Goudreau, David Rotundo, Carl 
Trembley, Dawn Tyler Watson with 
Paul Deslauriers, Diana Braithwaite 
with Chris Whitely, Mike DeWay, 
Monkeyjunk’s Steve Marriner, Steve 
Strongman, and others. Needless to say 
this is a very deep lineup, and there are 
no admission charges for any perfor-
mances.

Nestled away in the Laurentian 
Mountains approximately ninety min-
utes northwest of Montreal is this gor-
geous chalet town of Mont-Tremblant 
which looks much like Quebec City 

with cobblestone streets, old world ar-
chitecture, and gondola rides for all! Yet 
for almost two intense weeks, the Blues 
rule in the cool and fresh mountain air. 
The Canadians seem quite rabid about 
Blues music. Not only are they enthusi-
astically involved with the performanc-
es, they were also quite knowledgeable.

I previously opined about Jona-
than Long and Bryan Lee who a few 
days prior played the Montreal Jazz 
Fest. So my first Tremblant stop was 
to see Steve Strongman who just won 
the 2013 Juno awards for best album of 
the year “A Natural Fact.” Steve also has 
won best guitarist of the year, songwrit-
er of the year, and recording/producer 
of the year. With those credits I was 
looking forward to seeing Strongman 
for the first time and he didn’t disap-
point! Strongman is not only a solid 
guitarist, he also plays harp and sings 
well too, his songs are very well struc-

tured as well. Looks like Strongman 
has a fine career ahead of him, as he’s 
not even forty years old yet.

The great Ronnie Earl has been 
touring a bit more these days and 
showing off his enormous talents out-
side of his Massachusetts hometown 
area and that’s very good news. For 
several decades I’ve opined about how 
I’ve always felt he is not only the great-
est blues guitarist in the world, but he’s 
also one of the greatest all-around gui-
tar players too. Ronnie wailed on for 
around two hours in Tremblant and his 
latest edition of his Broadcasters were 
solid as well. Several hours prior to the 
show Earl told me that his band is a 
bonded family that is also spontaneous, 
as they never use a preplanned set-list 
for their performances. More good new 
is that Ronnie wants to travel back to 
Europe, and wants to return to more 
frequent touring. Earl’s final comment 

to me “every chance I get to play is a 
gift” is very telling about how he wants 
to share his passion with audiences. 
Ronnie’s has had his issues in the past, 
but that seems to be far behind him 
now. I’ve seen Earl play for nearly three 
decades and while he’s not at the best 
I’ve seen him back in the day (are any 
of us?) But a Ronnie Earl performance 
at this stage of his life (he’s nearly sixty) 
is still a very memorable and powerful 
sight to behold and savor.

I caught Lee Oskar fronting Que-
bec’s Mike Goudreau’s band and they 
were extremely tight together. Gou-
dreau’s career spans the blues genre 
having also written music for American 
Television, he’s a very talented guitarist 
who also thinks swiftly on his feet. So it 
must have been an honor for Goudreau 
to back the legendary harmonica player 
Lee Oskar, who was a cornerstone of 
the seventies group War. The highlight 

of their set was when the concluded 
with a dynamite “Low Rider” a tune 
the War recorded decades ago, where 
they also had David Rotundo joining 
in on second harp. By the way: Oskar 
also produces and sells his own brand 
of harmonicas, and brought limited-
edition harps that displayed Trem-
blant’s twentieth anniversary logo, of 
course these harmonicas were available 
for purchase at the fest.

What more can be said about 
James “Superharp” Cotton who’s now 
seventy-eight and going strong. Cot-
ton was a longtime member of the 
great Muddy Waters band, and has 
also produced twenty plus recordings 
of his own, four were Grammy nomi-
nated, and won a Grammy for his 1996 
“Deep In the Blues.” He’s also a recipi-
ent of multiple Handy and Downbeat 
Magazine awards, and was forever in-
ducted into the Blues Hall of Fame in 

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUe
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

The 2013 Tremblant Blues Festival Turns Twenty!
For twenty years our friends from the Festival 
International du Blues de Tremblant  
have been assembling annual  
festivals that stand up with  
the best in world. 

2013 Tremblant - Mighty Mo Rodgers.

In the forefront: Darrell Nulisch (left) James Cotton (right). Ronnie Earl.
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MUSIC

Memphis in ’06. Cotton still has great 
on-stage energy and also brought along 
Darrell Nulisch to sing during his set. 
I didn’t see it but I was told by several 
late-night partiers that Cotton was also 
jamming in the small after festival jams 
late into the night!

I’d only once seen Mighty Mo 
Rodgers perform and it was a solo set 
and from at lest ten years ago. So I was 
curious to see what Rodgers would 
bring to Tremblant. Easy answer: his 
“A” game with a powerful band that 
supported his talents. Rodgers’ record-
ed output has been slim with just one 
handful of albums credited to his name. 
But he’s worked with Albert Collins, T-
Bone Walker and the recently deceased 
Bobby “Blue” Bland, so he’s no slouch. 
Rodgers’ Tremblant performance was a 
constant groove that had the audience 
hanging on his words and dancing al-
most non-stop throughout. Long story 

short: Rodgers’ 
concert here was 
one of my favor-
ites, he’s a quality 
bandleader and con-
summate performer 
who (at seventy-one) Rodgers’s is a 
rare gem who should be seen perform-
ing as often as he comes around.

Memphis based Victor Wain-
wright’s gig was killer. Man this guy 
packs a wallop on keys and vocals! 
No wonder he was awarded the 2013 
Blues Music Awards top pianist. Great 
set, lots of energy, Wainwright’s anoth-
er top-shelf performer who also knows 
how to charm a crowd. I’ve seen Victor 
in his other band Southern Hospitality 
where he’s one of three main perform-
ers, but this was the first time I witnessed 
his own marquee gig. In summary: I’d 
prefer seeing Victor perform in his own 
band than Southern Hospitality and 

you 
should too.

I was so pumped to see 
Larry McCray, the last time I saw him 
in Tremblant he blew to stage apart 
with a mind-bending performance that 
left indelible marks on my brain. Per-
haps my expectations were lofty for his 
2013 appearance… Hours before the 
gig I had a few moments to spend with 
McCray and I reminded him about 
his previous Tremblant show. He re-
membered it very well, and went onto 
to say that sometime the problem with 
putting out a previous powerful set can 
be a hard act to follow. Plus he told 
me he had a nearly twelve-hour drive 
to Tremblant, and he did look a bit 
tired. Nonetheless we had a good chat 
about all kinds of music, his short-lived 
involvement with the Grateful Dead’s 

Phil Lesh, Warren Haynes and others. 
But when it came to show-time: I’d 
have to say I was slightly disappointed. 
But I repeat my expectations were ex-
tremely high, and I’d still give McCray 
multiple opportunities to raise his bar 
and deliver the goods at future per-
formances. He’s a class act both as an 
individual and as a performer. Enough 
said, stay tuned and expect to hear more 
good news from Larry McCray. I’m 
just saying.

So there you have it, a fabulous 
week in the mountains with abundant 
amounts of outstanding Blues mu-
sic. Congratulations and thanks go to 
Program Director Guy Primeau, Tal-
ent Director Brian Slack and, last but 
not least France Gaignard and Martine 
Nadeau of www.PingCommunica-
tion.ca who put on a spectacular event 
and made my stay in Mont-Tremblant 
memorable and so very special. For 

next year’s updates, go to: http://www.
tremblantblues.com

Note: It’s no surprise that the 
Tremblant Blues Festival was honored 
(in the International Festival category) 
with a Keeping the Blues Alive Award 
for 2013 given by the Blues Foundation 
in Memphis, TN. Congrats!

Bob Putignano www.Soundsof-
Blue.com
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.com. 
Now celebrating 13 + years on the air at 
WFDU - http://wfdu.fm. 24x7 On De-
mand Radio: http://wfdu.streamrewind.
com/show/profile/11 , WFDU’s Sounds 
of Blue is the most pledged to program for 
5 consecutive years. Senior Contributing 
Editor to: http://www.Bluesrevue.com 
, http://WestchesterGuardian.com, and 
http://YonkersTribune.com.

The 2013 Tremblant Blues Festival Turns Twenty!
Ronnie Earl.

Victor Wainwright

Victor Wainwright-keyboards

Steve Strongman

Larry NcCray

http://www.pingcommunication.ca/
http://www.pingcommunication.ca/
http://www.tremblantblues.com/
http://www.tremblantblues.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://wfdu.fm/
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://wfdu.streamrewind.com/show/profile/11
http://www.Bluesrevue.com
http://WestchesterGuardian.com
http://YonkersTribune.com
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Detroit’s problems are certainly 
due to more than the elimination of 
jobs to automation -- but automation 
plays a major part. As Charlie Rose 
said in a recent television discussion 
with Stephen Rattner on Detroit’s 
problems, “The Automobile made Detroit 
and the automobile killed Detroit.” While 
Rose’s comment focuses on the indus-
try that made Detroit prosperous, the 
fifth-largest city in the US in 1950 with 
a population of over 1.8 million, it is not 
constructive to blame an “industry” for 
failures; people made bad decisions (or 
no decisions), certainly in this case re-
lated to the auto industry, that led to the 
present sorry state of affairs.

Thomas Sugrue, author of “The 
Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and In-
equality in Postwar Detroit” and a history 
professor at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, was quoted in an Associated Press 
article, “Autos troubles, race at root of De-
troit collapse” (http://www.nbcnews.
com/id/52536086/ns/business/t/
autos-troubles-race-root-detroit-
collapse/#.Ue2L8j7wLcI) as saying  
“Detroit is an extreme case of problems that 
have afflicted every major old industrial 
city in the U.S. It’s been 60-plus years of 
steady disinvestment, depopulation and 
an intensive hostility between the city, the 
suburbs and the rest of the state.” Sugrue’s 
mention of race adds another factor to 
the story. In the 1940s and 1950s, tens of 
thousands of blacks migrated from the 
south to find work in the auto industry. 
They found both employment with a 
higher wage and more affluence than in 
their previous life BUT also bigotry and 

segregation.  The black migration 
caused “white flight” to the suburbs. 
The current population of approxi-

mately 700,000 (the city lost 250,000resi-
dents between 2000 and 2010) is around 
83% black.

Why did it all fall apart? There are 
many reasons, not all of which follow:

The auto industry began to expand 
beyond the city, building plants in sub-
urban and rural areas, eventually going 
south and overseas to non-union areas 
(escaping higher wages and benefits that 
it had negotiated. In 1978, the United 
Auto Workers (UAW) had a membership 
of 1.5 million; today it is approximately 
400,000). According to Sugrue, the 
city lost 140,000 manufacturing jobs 
between 1947 and 1963.

The manufacturing facilities in 
Detroit were pre-war while the Japa-
nese and German ones were brand 
new and much more efficient (They had 
to rebuild theirs; the US destroyed the old 
ones through World War II bombings).

The automakers, despite resistance 
from the UAW, began to heavily em-
ploy robotics in their manufacturing 
processes, displacing workers. They had 
no real opposition in the non-union 
states where they were building new 
plants and bringing jobs to the area. 

The German and Japanese im-
ports stressed fuel efficiency and qual-
ity; their US counterparts stressed 
neither and the imports were a good 
deal cheaper. By the time the US com-
panies “caught on,” their market share 
had greatly eroded.

When US auto sales declined, it 
made more sense to curtail manufac-
turing in the labor intensive Detroit 
plants than others.

As the economic conditions wors-
ened and the population decreased, 
the tax revenues greatly decreased and 
public services fell apart. Rattner stated 
that the average response time to a call 
to the police in Detroit is 60 minutes 
-- that’s one hour; the nationwide aver-
age response time is 11 minutes. Gar-
bage pickups have been cut and people 
throw garbage in the streets.

Faced with the declining tax 
base, city officials, according to  
Daniel Okrent, in a 2009 Time 
cover story, “Detroit: The Death — 
and Possible Life — of a Great City”  
(http://www.time.com/time/maga-
zine/article/0,9171,1926017,00.
html#ixzz2ZzIzP0A7)  “bought off 
public employees by increasing their 
pensions.” Unfortunately, these pen-
sions were not properly funded and, 
now in Detroit’s bankruptcy state, 
the pensioners may have their pen-
sions cut dramatically; those with 
the highest pensions, police and fire 
officers are not eligible for Social Se-
curity benefits.

A New York Times article by 
Mary Elizabeth Walsh, “Detroit Gap 
Reveals Industry Dispute on Pension 
Math” (http://dealbook.nytimes.
com/2013/07/19/detroit-gap-re-
veals-industry-dispute-on-pension-
math/) points to the ineptitude of 
the management of these municipal 
pensions, showing a 3.5 billion dollar 
hole in previous management calcu-
lations on the viability of the pension 
system.

There has been a history of politi-
cal ineptitude and corruption in Detroit 
-- the failure to properly fund the pen-
sion system and the inability to foresee 

the demise of the city’s primary indus-
try and attract other businesses and in-
dustries to the city. 

Many of the articles on Detroit’s 
problems have compared it to Pitts-
burgh,  but Pittsburgh survived be-
cause of the foresight and planning 
that Detroit lacked. As Sharon Cohen 
points out in the Associated Press ar-
ticle, “Like Detroit, Pittsburgh was a 
community defined by its dependence on a 
single industry. As steelmaking crumbled 
under pressure from foreign imports and 
the decline of the U.S. auto industry, the 
city’s population dropped by more than 
40 percent between 1970 and 2006, ac-
cording to a 2013 report from the U.S. 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland. But 
during those years, Pittsburgh also forged a 
new identity around health care and tech-
nology. It retrained former steelworkers, 
invested heavily in higher education and 
launched a controversial campaign to rede-
velop more than 1,000 acres of industrial 
brownfields, replacing decaying lots with 
luxury homes, office and retail buildings, 
and 27 miles of riverfront parks.”

Paul Krugman, in a New York 
Times column, “Detroit, the New 
Greece” (http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/07/22/opinion/krugman-
detroit-the-new-greece.html), tries 
to put Detroit’s current problems in the 
historical context of market forces and 
the result of technological innovation, 
writing “Detroit does seem to have had 
especially bad governance, but for the most 
part the city was just an innocent victim 
of market forces.  What? Market forces 
have victims? Of course they do. After 
all, free-market enthusiasts love to quote 
Joseph Schumpeter about the inevitability 
of ‘creative destruction’ — but they and 

their audiences invariably picture them-
selves as being the creative destroyers, not 
the creatively destroyed. Well, guess what: 
Someone always ends up being the modern 
equivalent of a buggy-whip producer, and 
it might be you. Sometimes the losers from 
economic change are individuals whose 
skills have become redundant; sometimes 
they’re companies, serving a market niche 
that no longer exists; and sometimes they’re 
whole cities that lose their place in the eco-
nomic ecosystem. Decline happens.” 

Krugman’s analysis of the impact 
of economic forces (which I have con-
stantly referred to as “Creative Disrup-
tion”) is certainly correct but it does not 
point out what could have been done 
through foresight and long range plan-
ning to mitigate the impact of these 
changes. I wrote earlier in this article 
that “without foresight and planning the 
whole place may fall apart.” Detroit did 
fall apart -- and unless we address the 
accelerating impact of automation 
throughout the nation, it may only 
be the first section of the country to 
do so! We need responsible economic 
and political leadership, not boxed in 
by ideology, to engage in education of 
the American public, long-range plan-
ning, and implementation of a program 
of the magnitude of the “Space Race” 
to insure a prosperous and fair nation 
for all!
Creative Disruption is a continuing series 
examining the impact of constantly accel-
erating technology on the world around 
us. These changers normally happen under 
our personal radar until we find that the 
world as we knew it is no more. 
Comments and questions are welcome – 
johnmac13@gmail.com. 

Detroit-A Cautionary Tale

TECHNOLOGY CREATIVE DISRUPTION

Continued from page 11

By JOHN SIMON

Clearly, the Beatles are 
immortal. They live not 
only in their record-
ings and movies but 
also in their legacy, not 

least in several musicals with singer / 
musicians impersonating them. Some 
of these shows have been of debatable 
merit, though without tarnishing their 
subjects, and here we go again in a rol-
licking show condignly entitled “Let It 
Be,” quite possibly the best reincarna-
tion yet.

This is not a musical with a story to 
tell; rather, it is a well-refurbished con-
cert of some forty of their most popular 
numbers and a few deserving ancillary 

ones. Not many words are spoken, most 
of them admonitions to the audience to 
stand or cheer or scream, no doubt rep-
licating performance history and lustily 
responded to.

There is the re-creation of poly-
morphous costumes and evolving 
hairdos (wigs, of course), as well as a 
profusion of expertly played instru-

ments. There is, however, leeway about 
the performers’ looks. We get bits of 
McCartney, but only Reuven Gershon, 
in the right wig, manages an authentic 
John Lennon look. I won’t identify the 
other gifted “musicians,” the title the 
program gives them.  Vocally and in-
strumentally on target, they bear scarce 
physical resemblance, and, in any case, 
take turns at being each of the fab four.

Good work also comes from Gra-
ham Alexander, posted well behind, 
and supplying staunch musical sup-

port from the keyboard. There is also 
snazzy American lighting (the show 
originated in England) by Jason Lyons, 
lustily lustrous illumination that does 
not hesitate to invade the auditorium 
with its riot of rainbow colors.

The curtain itself sassily features 
images of TV screens and radios, 
which, along with sparse but jazzy bits 
of scenery evoking the ever-grander lo-
cales of Beatle triumphs, are the work 
of Tim McQuillen-Wright. Several 
hands contributed atmospheric videos, 
such as those of rapturous fans, some of 
them with expressions of ecstasy wor-
thy of religious trances.

The whole thing, including a re-
laxing intermission, lasts two hours 
and twenty minutes, which proves 
just right: neither chary nor a surfeit. 
The “musicians” also evince that happy 
modicum of required acting ability un-

der John Maher, “musical supervisor 
and US director.”

The spectators tumultuously em-
brace every moment of it, both those 
who grew up with the Beatles and the 
enthusiastic younger converts. “Let It 
Be” demonstrates that in a dramatically 
starved era, a well-turned concert can 
come to welcome rescue. 

Show at the St. James Theatre, 246 
W 44th St., between Broadway and 
8th Avenue, New York, NY 10036. Tel 
(212) 239-6200

The musical “Storyville” concerns 
that fabled New Orleans red light dis-
trict in 1917, the year of its unfortunate 
demise. It has a book by the playwright 
Ed Bullins, and music and lyrics by 
Mildred Kayden, who provided those 
things for “Ionescapade” of happy 

Beatles and Beyond
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Continued on page 15
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By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE

SeaDream tells us that 
their sea voyages are 
‘yachting not cruising.’ 
Having experienced a 

SeaDream Yachting Adventure, I will 
attest to the fact that it is, indeed, un-
like your typical cruise. For starters, your 
vessel will have a maximum of only 112 
guests being pampered by an award-
winning crew of 95; the level of at-

tention and service that is paid to each 
guest makes yachting aboard either the 
SeaDream I or SeaDream II a true 
boutique yachting experience.  Having 
a birthday or anniversary onboard? No 
need to even mention it.  Somehow 
the crew will know, and that occasion 
will be celebrated enthusiastically – 
think a roomful of brightly-colored 
balloons and a gorgeously-decorated 
cake placed before you after dinner. 
Another charming feature: SeaDream’s 
itineraries are designed to visit the inti-

mate ports, harbors and yachting play-
grounds that larger ships cannot reach. 

This spring I had the opportunity 
to voyage with the SeaDream I to Ca-
ribbean Ports of Call. As I boarded, 
there was already a party in progress.  

memory, likewise mounted by the wor-
thy York Theatre Company.

Storyville is credited by some his-
torians as the birthplace of jazz, and, 
true enough, its closing down by the 
police scattered the storied piano play-
ers all over, thus ensuring its spread up 
the Mississippi all the way to Chicago 
and the world beyond.

The eponymous musical has had 
several successful productions, but this 
is its long overdue, Broadway-worthy 
New York premiere, lending it incon-
trovertible approval.

The allegedly “mostly true” story 
is old-fashioned enough, but quite suf-
ficient to provide support for fascinat-
ing characters, irresistibly catchy songs, 
enchanting dancing, spirited dialogue 
and riveting performances. It evolves 
from a traditional boy-meets-loses-
and-regains-girl plot about the boxer-
reformed-into-hot musician Butch 
“Cobra” Brown and the haughty finest 
among the belles of the night Tigre Sa-
voy, whose very name bespeaks fierce-
ness and romance.

As a newcomer from the North, 
Butch has to prove his valor to Sto-
ryville by reluctantly resuming his box-
ing, which he gave up for pacific but 
peppy musicianship and for Tigre fall-
ing for him, to, as it were, confirm his 
credentials.

There is also Hot Licks Sam, 
the district’s prime horn blower, with 
whom Butch must compete, even 
though his own horn has been prompt-
ly stolen.

To get it back and to prosper, he 
must gain the aid of two powerful older 
women, the voodoo priestess Mama 
Magique, and the unofficial Storyville 
mayoress, Countess Willy Danger. The 
city’s real mayor, corrupt and amus-
ingly hypocritical Mickey Mulligan, is 
hatching an illicit deal with the spuri-
ous Baron Fontainebleau, a shady but 
inveigling Frenchman, dealer in drugs 
and Paris nightclubs. There are also 
three other girls in the sex business, Fifi 
Foxy, Tango Rose and Texas Tea, some 
randy sailors and a few colorful others.

It is all enough to convey a pleasur-
ably naughty atmosphere under direc-
tor Bill Castellino and musical director 
William Foster McDaniel, guiding six 
further musicians from his piano, and 

with sparkling choreography by Mer-
cedes Ellington, gifted granddaughter 
of the great Duke.

As usual, James Morgan, York’s 
producing artistic director, has provided 
the simple but suggestive scenery, abet-
ted by Nicole Wee’s vivid costumes and 
Michael Gottlieb’s color-enhancing 
lighting. Only in conveying an atmo-
spheric scene on the Baron’s yacht 
do the York’s modest resources prove 
insufficient, but the melodious score, 
jovial lyrics, and impeccable perfor-
mances more than makeup for such 
minor lacks.

Ernestine Jackson’s saucy Count-
ess, Na’Tasha Yvette Williams’ com-
manding Mama Magique, Michael 
Lenard James’s charismatic Hot Licks, 
D, C. Andrson’s slippery mayor, Carl 
Wallnau’s scheming Frenchman, the 
three good-time gals Debra Wal-
ton, Karen Burthwright, and Daneka 
Hayes, and all others contribute might-

ily.
And then there are the two superb 

leads. Handsome Kyle Robert Carter’s 
Butch, as good with a role as with a 
horn, and the Tigre of Zakya Young, 
as talented as she is beautiful, could not 
even be dreamed better. Mention must 
be made also of the stellar tap dancing 
of Leajato Robinson and good work by 
some apt others.

If on the modest stage of the 
York the Big Easy becomes the Cozy 
Intimate, no matter. This “Storyville” 
is infectiously enthralling enough in 
aptitude and enveloping in oodles and 
oodles of charm.

Showing through August 17, 
2013, at the York Theatre at Saint Pe-
ter’s, 619 Lexington Avenue, Citicorp 

Building, entrance on East 54th Street, 
just east of Lexington Avenue), New 
York, NY 10022. Box Office: (212)-
935-5820.
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the  Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.
com  and  Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon 
holds a PhD from Harvard University in 
Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.
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BACK PAIN?
Free Report on how to 

Properly treat Herniated Discs 
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Beatles and Beyond
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Life Aboard a SeaDream Yacht
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Tortola,the largest island of the British 
Virgin Islands.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor%20of%20Philosophy
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444&spn=0.01,0.01&q=42.3744444444,-71.1169444444%20(Harvard%20University)&t=h
http://www.mmm.edu/
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/JohnSimon-Uncensored.com
http://www.townofossining.com


Page 16 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013

Drinks and canapés were being served 
and as we sank down into inviting 
plush banquets, we were serenaded by 
a guitarist and a pianist - all tres chic and 
a most splendid welcome!

Before setting out to sea, there is, 
of course, the mandatory lifeboat drill 
for all guests; this merely added to the 
excitement of being onboard and an-
ticipating the wonders that awaited us. 
After unpacking, it was time for pre-
dinner cocktails, served nightly in the 
Main Salon, followed by dinner, a high 
spot of each evening.  Just entering the 
dining room on the proffered arm of an 
elegantly-attired crew member  made 
me feel utterly special – and that mood 
continued through the entire gourmet 
meal.  When dining, one can choose 
between “feeling sociable,” or not so 
much. So a table for two or, when we 
felt sociable, inevitably our dinner com-
panions were good and engaging com-
pany. There are choices to be made after 
dinner: a little casino-madness, danc-
ing at the Top of the Yacht Bar, or just 
slinking down in a cozy seat to munch 
popcorn while enjoying a late-release 
film.  Our first day on board was filled 
with so muchy excitement and activity 
that - you guessed it - I chose the pop-
corn and movie – and then being lulled 
to sleep by hypnotizing sea-sounds just 
outside my window.

It seems that some of us are born 

with a love for the sea.  Captain Bjarne 
Smorawski is the classic example of a 
person with a love-of-the-sea gene. He 
is in the enviable position of being the 

Master of our good ship, the SeaDream 
I and has said “This is the ultimate for 
me. I can watch the sea forever.”  He 
goes on to explain that the guests and 
the crew are the extra ingredients that 
make his life at sea a joy.  One can fully 
feel his joy and commitment - never 
more so than when, on our first night at 
sea, he hosted a Welcome Cocktail Re-
ception where he proudly introduced 
his Senior Officers.  We all came away 
with the comforting realization that we 
were in very good hands, indeed.

Early the next morning, sun 

streaming through stateroom windows, 
we were in Culebrita, Puerto Rico.  I 
wolfed down a quick breakfast so that 

I wouldn’t miss the morning hike to 
Turtle Beach with Nat, the Club Di-
rector.  It was an easy hike to this spot 
that’s famous for the large number of 
turtles, both hawksbill and leatherback, 
that visit the island for nesting or feed-
ing. We tread quietly and carefully as 
there were turtle babies covering the 
sand, trekking down to the sea. Such 
tiny babies, such an enormous sea….a 
daunting scramble, to be sure. 

Returning to the boat, the weather 
cooperated; we had glass-like seas and 

were able to use the Marina Platform 
to slip easily into the water (no “gal-
overboard” entry for me) and I spent a 
pleasurable hour on an inflatable float-
ing island, bobbing gently in translu-
cent, navy-colored water.  Some of my 
fellow passengers double-kayaked and 
even jet-skied, but for thrill-phobic me, 
my silly little float was heaven.

Setting anchor one day at Caneel 
Bay on the northwest side of St. John, 
US Virgin Islands, we made our way to 
Trunk Bay which actually has a snorkel-
ing trail with markers. I took the plunge 
and found the marker explanations of 
the various fish species and coral for-
mations an added plus on my excursion.

Another port of call, Norman 
Island, Tortola. There are 24,000 resi-
dents on Tortola, the most populous of 

the British Virgin Islands.  It’s a hilly 
landscape completely blanketed with 
frangipani and fragrant ginger.  The 

prettiest beaches are at Soper’s Hole 
and there are decidedly more fish than 
people here. Marine birds abound, at-
tracted, of course, to the natural buffet 
on offer. I got some striking images 
of graceful herons and colorful frigate 
birds as they leisurely lunched just a few 
feet away.

Sandy Ground –  Now doesn’t 
that phrase sound inviting? Walking 
barefoot on sandy ground is one of my 
favorite activities and here we were on 
this bright and beautiful morn: Sandy 

Ground, Anguilla. We took a tender 
to shore and then climbed on bikes 
to tool around town.  Lots of biking 
challenges. Frequently I landed up hav-
ing to actually push my bike up to the 
top of a hill, and doing this, mind you, 
on a 100-degree, breezeless day.  Was 
it worth it? A resounding Yes!   The 
houses here are vividly painted in pri-
mary shades of red, yellow and blue and 
the roaming wild donkeys only added 
to our playful adventure. We rode into 
The Valley section of town where we 
found arts and crafts shops and I was 
able to adorn myself with the most del-
icate  silver ankle bracelet dangling with 
charms of fish and shells. Irresistible.

Ah  - that most hoity-toity of Ca-
ribbean Islands – St. Barths; it’s French, 
Saint Barthélemy, you see.  Having 

never been, I was totally anticipating 
this Port of Call.  Its mystery loomed 
large and I was curious as to what I’d 

discover.  No surprise, it is, of course, 
beautiful - and  pristine – which im-
mediately sets it apart from some of the 
other islands.  Window-shopping here 
is very entertaining – all the top design-
er boutiques are represented: Chanel, 
Dior…you get the idea. I’d been told 
that one looks but doesn’t necessarily 
buy. Pricey? Oh yeah, beyond the pale.

Residents here, mainly French ex-
pats, like to say they’re but 4,400 miles 
from Paris. Okayyyy…

This island ranks among the 

world’s most treasured real estate, and 
you can check out the ever-changing 
scene by plopping yourself down at 
one of the many sidewalk cafes.  We 
all know how easy it is to simply or-
der a Chardonnay and just sip it ever 
so slowly – in that way drawing out a 
scant 20 minutes to, maybe, an hour. So 
-  Cheers! Now I can say I’ve been to St. 
Barths and yes, even experienced it, in 
a fashion.

The highpoint of this memorable 
voyage was when we pulled into the 
port of Nevis and then went ashore by 
zodiac for a wet-landing on the beach. 
What awaited us was truly something 
for the books.  In advance of our arrival,  

Aboard a SeaDream Yacht

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

Beautiful sights in Nevis.Church in Nevis.

Deep sea fishing in Anguilla Ship on the high seas.
Captain Bjarne Smorawski.

Horseback riding along the blue water’s 
edge at sunset is incredibly fun in 

Anguilla.

Continued from page 15

Continued on page 17
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By TONY RuSSO

1. Do wines get better 
the more expensive the 
price?

Wine prices range 
from the $2 buck chuck 

to wines costing $15,000 per bottle. Of 
course, the $15,000 price tag is reflecting 
a wines rarity and sometimes its age, and 
certainly supply and demand. In a simi-
lar way, whereas the $2 price point indi-
cates an oversupply of sometimes good 
wine, but in most cases very mediocre 
one. For the average consumer, wines 
ranging between $10 and $20 per bottle 
will provide access to some splendid 
wine values from throughout the world.
2. White wine or red wine, which is 
better for your health?

Well-established medical studies 
over the past 15 years have proven that 
the moderate consumption of red wine 
has been linked to lowering cholesterol 
and increased heart health. The skin of 
red grapes contain “Reservatrol” which 
promotes heart health. 
3. What is the secret to pairing wine 
with food?

The general rule has always been 
red wine with red meat, and white 
wine with white meats. With the many 
choices we all have today of different 
ethnic cuisines, and of wonderful wines 
from every corner of the globe, these 
guidelines have many exceptions. Find 
a knowledgable wine merchant and let 
him / her guide you to that perfect wine 
and food to match. Do you know of 
anyone who can fill that role?

4. How do I make sense of wine 
ratings?

Find a wine writer who likes the 
same kind of wines you like, for example, 
crisp dry white wines or full bodied red 
wines and follow their opinion. Many 
people also think most writers taste and 
drink too much wine anyway, LOL.
5. How do I order wine at a restaurant?

A good restaurant server, even if 
they don’t have a sommelier (an expert 
wine advisor) should know the flavors 
in most of the dishes being offered, and 
should know which wines on their list 
will best compliment those dishes. Don’t 
forget to tell the server or sommelier if 
you prefer full bodied reds or if you are 
partial to white wines, etc….
6. Screw tops or corks, what’s the dif-
ference?

Several years ago, due to an overuse 
of cork-finished wines, about 5% of all 
cork finished wines had a cork tainted 
defect, which neutralized the taste of the 
wines. In an attempt to overcome this 
problem many winemakers around the 
world decided to finish their wines with 
a screw top closure (called a Stelvin cap-
sule). This Stelvin closure is surprisingly 
more expensive than the cork finished 
process, but it does eliminate the cork 
tainted wine problem. Does the type of 
wine closure affect your buying decision?
7. Why do they add sulfites to wine?

Sulfer is and has been, since biblical 
times the best cleanser and preservative 
for many products. It is especially ef-
fective because its smell will dissapear 
within several seconds of opening the 
product. A few years ago, several people 

died from sulfur allergies after consum-
ing salad from a fast food salad bar 
that treated the lettuce with sulfur so it 
wouldn’t turn brown. The Federal gov-
ernment has since set stringent guide-
lines on the use of sulfur and sulfites in 
wine, the amount of sulfites in all the 
wines produced in the USA is parts per 
million, but sulfites will also naturally 
occur when grapes become wine. With-
out the presence of sulfites the wine 
produced would be extremely unstable. 
Even organic wines contain trace elel-
ments of sulfites.
8. What is the best way to store wine?

When almost all wines were cork 
finished, the preferred way to store wine 
was on its side so that some wine always 
stayed in contact with the cork keeping 
it moist and fully expanded, so that the 
cork closure remained tight. Now with 
synthetic corks and Stelvin closures 
that is not necessary. Also wine should 

be stored in a cool place, 55 to 65 F, in 
a vibration free place, and not in direct 
sunlight.
9. What does vintage mean in a wine 
and is it important?

Vintage on a wine bottle idicates 
the year, in which the grapes were har-
vested. Most popular priced wines are 
blends of grapes from many different 
areas and the same vintage is not so 
important. In more expensive wines like 
Bordeaux, vintage does play a role and 
some vintage years indicate higher qual-
ity wine than others.

10. What is the difference between 
sweet wines and dry wines?

Sweet wines are generally higher in 
alchohol, over 15% and are not meant to 
be consumed with foods but as a before 
or after dinner beverage, such as Port, 
Sherry, Vermouth, Ice Wine, Sauterns 
etc…. Dry wines generally range in al-
chohol between 11 and 14.5% and are 
meant to be drunk as compliments to 
food, for example Chardonnay, Caber-
net Sauvignon, Merlot, etc….
Tony Russo is the owner and general man-
ager of Aries Wine & Spirits. With over 30 
years in wine business under his belt, Tony 
is a wine connoisseur and an educator; he 
has traveled the world with his wife An-
drea, seeking out the best wines and spirits 
and forging relationships and friendships 
with the world’s leading vintners and wine 
families. Andrea and Tony try to personally 
taste all the wines they select. Yes it’s a tough 
job, but someone has to do it! In 2006 Tony 
was awarded the Brown Forman Retailer 
of the Year award – one of the prestigious in 
the industry. 
Aries Wine & Spirits, 128 West Post 
Road, White Plains, NY 10606. Online 
at http://www.aries-wineny.com; call: 
914-946-3382, or fax 914-946-0191. 
Submit your VINOSITY question to 
WHYTeditor@gmail.com. 

the crew had set up a Champagne & 
Caviar Splash – an elegant beach party 
on Coconut Grove, a private island! 
Long tables covered in white linen 
groaned under the weight of mam-
moth bowls of shrimp, crab and lob-
ster.  Magnums of Champagne were 

chilling on ice.  At another table, the 
Chefs were preparing a Barbeque. At 
still another area, all manner of picnic 
fare – and desserts!  Everything had 
been thought of, including bringing 
over paddle boards, kayaks and snorkel 
equipment for added fun.

Later that evening, (our last) there 
came the highly anticipated and com-
pletely frivolous Dessert Extravaganza 

– more desserts than I’d ever before 
seen – all lovely, all unique, all “just gotta 
try!” We guests rolled back to our rooms, 
sated and very happy campers!

A SeaDream quote I’m rather 
fond of says: “It’s yachting not cruising. 
Enjoy the difference!” I very much did – 
and when you go, you too will say Vive 
La Difference!

When You Go:
www.seadream.com

Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
is constantly globe hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; from 
the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty / Fash-
ion Editor she keeps us informed on the ca-
pricious and engaging fashion and beauty 
scene.

Before speaking to the police...call

George Weinbaum
        ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Criminal, Medicaid/Medicare Fraud Matters  
White-Collar Crime & Healthcare Prosecutions

T. 914.948.0044   F.914.686.4873

Aboard a SeaDream Yacht

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

The more, the merrier in Nevis.

Continued from page 16

Ten Questions About Wine You Always Wanted To Ask
VINOSITY 

Aries Wines & Spirits owners Andrea and Tony Russo.

Display of different bottles of wine at 
Aries Wines & Spirits.

Aries Wines & Spirits storefront. Display of more product selections at Aries 
Wines & Spirits.

http://www.aries-wineny.com
mailto:WHYTeditor@gmail.com
http://www.seadream.com
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GOVERNMENTSection
Rewriting the Book to Nurture Greater Vibrancy to Bronxville’s Downtown

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN

Responding to a re-
quest from the mem-
bers of the Bronxville 
Chamber of Com-

merce, the Trustees voted at the 
July Board meeting to engage the 
services of a Zoning / Planning 
consultant.

Richard Preiss, of Hoboken 
based Phillips Preiss Grygiel LLC, 
will be in our Village soon to as-
sess our downtown and speak with 
Village stakeholders in our effort 
to improve the business climate in 
Bronxville.

Despite the historically long-
term success of our central business 
district, things took a major down-
turn in 2008 and it is quite clear we 
have not fully recovered.

The purpose of our study is to 
identify any planning and zoning 
issues hampering the downtown, 
particularly when compared to 
communities competing for like 
businesses, and create a road map to 
implement solutions for each issue 
and set Bronxville’s downtown on a 
course towards full occupancy and 

long term vibrancy.
Some of the issues to be re-

viewed include:
Our approval process for 

change of use retail applications 
and whether the time frame is sim-
ilar to communities such as ours, 
i.e., all things being equal, is it easy/
faster to go into business elsewhere.

Parking requirements for cer-
tain commercial uses.

Creating mechanisms to permit 
and then control outdoor dining 
and outdoor merchandise display.

Making sure our local building 
codes are not more or less restrictive 
than prevailing fire codes.

Oversight of the Village’s busi-
ness district is one big balancing 
act especially since the economic 
downturn.  In these tougher times, 
it is simply harder to enforce reg-
ulations on already beleaguered 
shopkeepers yet turning a blind eye 
to aesthetics can bring down the 
high level of ambiance of the busi-
ness district.   At the same time, we 
are also implicitly burdening the 
merchants who follow the rules.

For example, signs are not to be 
placed on the window glass.  Strict 
adherence to this rule would require 

the shopkeeper to say “no” to every 
school child advertising the spring 
play, a local blood drive or a lost 
dog.

Technically, under current Vil-
lage Code provisions, no merchan-
dise can be outside of a storefront.  
It is essentially free rental space 
from the Village.  However, com-
pletely sterile store fronts exhibit 
little character.  However, it is ex-
tremely hard to say we encourage 
beautiful flowers encroaching the 
sidewalks but “no” to dress racks 
and snow shovels.  Enforcement 
simply has to be fair, even handed 
and devoid of personal taste.

One particularly thorny prob-
lem is the quantity and regulation 
of outdoor dining.  Studies support 
the premise that outdoor dining not 
only increases the ambiance of a 
shopping district, but also decreases 
crime as folks are out on the streets 
late into the evenings.  However, on 
the flip side, outdoor dining must 
not restrict safe passage of shoppers 
and strollers.

One preliminary idea with 
great merit is a yearly renewable 
permit for outdoor dining.  At the 
end of each permit period, the Vil-

lage can evaluate whether the out-
door dining option was beneficial in 
terms of space for shoppers, no ex-
cessive noise and the cleanliness of 
the sidewalk as maintained by the 
restaurant owner.  A time limited 
permit would add a level of quality 
control that is currently lacking in 
our regulations.

Our Village Code was written 
pre-Internet and the store front 
uses which are allowed do not re-
flect current shopping habits.  For 
example, we will need to review our 
Code vis-à-vis service industries as 
this is the one avenue of commerce, 
be it a ballet lesson, a math tutor 
or an exercise studio that cannot 
be replicated via the Internet.  We 
are simply trying to keep up with 
the current retail realities by mir-
roring our Village regulations to a 
very changed world.  Sometimes 
one must do things by the book 
and sometimes the book must be 
rewritten.

Unlike ten years ago, multiple 
suitors are not lining up to rent 
our vacant stores.  Rather an entre-
preneur is opening one outlet and 
looking at our community among a 
host of other communities includ-

ing Larchmont, Rye and Bedford.  
Bronxville must remain competi-
tive.

The Trustees and I recognize 
the value of the business district 
and its impact on home prices, sales 
tax revenue and general Village 
character.  We will continue to part-
ner with our landlords and mer-
chants to sustain a business friendly 
atmosphere while at the same time 
preserving a level of quality that has 
historically characterized our Vil-
lage.

The Trustees and I will en-
deavor to remove any impediments 
to successful business operation but 
bottom line, any merchant, new 
and old, needs the support of our 
residents to maintain lasting viabil-
ity.  Despite all we do mechanically 
with our Village zoning, the true 
source of downtown viability rests 
with our residents supporting our 
shops and services.  Buy local!
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of 
the Village of Bronxville, New 
York. Direct email to mayor@vob-
ny.com.

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

CONSUMER FRAUD

A.G. Schneiderman Cracks Down On Gas 
Stations Caught Gouging Consumers In 
The Wake Of Hurricane Sandy
Attorney General Announces $50,000 Settlement With Major Hudson Valley 
Gasoline Wholesaler And Retailer
YONKERS, NY -- As part of his 
ongoing probe of high gasoline 
prices in the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy, Attorney General Eric T. 
Schneiderman on Wednesday, July 
24, 2013 announced that he has 
reached a settlement with a major 

gasoline wholesaler and retailer 
that supplies and operates stations 
in the lower and mid-Hudson Val-
ley. CPD Energy Corp. (“CPD”), 
based in New Paltz, has agreed 
to pay $50,000 in penalties for 
charging unconscionably excessive 
prices at six stations that it owns 

in Westchester, Putnam and Ulster 
counties. The CPD settlement rep-
resents the largest penalty paid by 
a single operator for price gouging 
on gasoline after Hurricane Sandy.

“As thousands of New Yorkers 
sat in line for hours waiting to buy 

Continued on page 19
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gasoline during the state of emer-
gency created by Hurricane Sandy, 
some crooked station owners in-
creased their retail prices by exces-
sive and illegal amounts,” Attorney 
General Schneiderman said. “To-
day, we are continuing to send the 
message that ripping off the public 
during a time of crisis is against the 
law, and that those who engage in 
illegal price gouging will be held 
accountable.”

Attorney General Schneider-
man also obtained a default judg-
ment of $23,733 against another 
operator, Mena Inter Inc., doing 
business as a USA Petroleum gas 
station in Farmingdale. The judg-
ment includes disgorgement of 
excess profits, civil penalties, and 
costs to the state, and represents the 
largest penalty assessed for gouging 
at a single station. The order was 
entered by the Honorable Norman 
Janowitz in State Supreme Court in 
Nassau County.

The Attorney General also 
reached monetary settlements 
with five additional station own-
ers -- two in Westchester, one in 
Rockland and two in Nassau -- for 
violations of the New York State 
Price Gouging statute. These ac-
tions come on the heels of 30 previ-
ous settlements announced earlier 
this year, and bring the total pen-
alties and costs paid to $287,618 
by 42 gas stations found to have 
engaged in price gouging. The At-
torney General sued two other gas 
stations in May. Those lawsuits are 
pending. Investigations of several 
other gas stations are ongoing.

In the days after the storm, ar-
eas of New York saw some of the 
largest jumps in gas prices in state 
history. The price jumps resulted in 
hundreds of complaints received by 
Attorney General Schneiderman’s 
office and showed that prices were 
changing at the pump, not only 
overnight but several times a day.

New York State’s Price Goug-
ing Law (General Business Law § 
396-r) prohibits merchants from 
taking unfair advantage of consum-
ers by selling goods or services for 
an “unconscionably excessive price” 
during natural disasters. The price 
gouging law covers New York State 

vendors, retailers and suppliers. The 
law specifically says that a price may 
be considered excessive if there is a 
“gross disparity” between the prices 
charged immediately before and af-
ter the emergency and the disparity 
is not attributable to higher costs 
imposed upon the seller.
The following stations are covered 
by the CPD settlement:

(All prices below are for regular un-
leaded gasoline.)
Chestnut Mart (Mobil), 174 West-
chester Avenue, White Plains, NY
• Price before the storm: $4.33
• Maximum price after the storm: 

$5.03
• Increase in price before-and-

after the storm: $0.70
Hutchinson Parkway Station (Mo-

bil), Hutchinson River Parkway, 
White Plains, NY
• Price before the storm: $4.25
• Maximum price after the storm: 

$4.85
• Increase in price before-and-

after the storm: $0.60
Yorktown Food Mart Inc. (Mobil), 
2035 Saw Mill River Road, York-
town Heights, NY

• Price before the storm: $4.13
• Maximum price after the storm: 

$4.67
• Increase in price before-and-

after the storm: $0.54
Chestnut Mart Inc. (Mobil), 838 
Kimball Avenue, Yonkers, NY
• Price before the storm: $4.06
• Maximum price after the storm: 

CONSUMER FRAUD

A.G. Schneiderman Cracks Down On Gas Stations Caught Gouging Consumers In The Wake Of Hurricane Sandy
Continued from page 18

Continued on page 20



Page 20 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013

$4.58
• Increase in price before-and-

after the storm: $0.52
Friendly Service New Paltz (Mo-
bil), 409 Main Street, New Paltz, 
NY
• Price before the storm: $4.00
• Maximum price after the storm: 

4.47
• Increase in price before-and-

after the storm: $0.47
Chestnut Mart Inc. (Mobil), 3081 
Route 22, Patterson, NY
• Price before the storm: $3.95
• Maximum price after the storm: 

$4.37
• Increase in price before-and-

after the storm: $0.42
The price increases charged by 

CPD following Sandy at these six 
gas stations greatly exceeded CPD’s 
additional costs. Because Hurri-
cane Sandy knocked power out to 
the area’s gas refineries, the regular 
supply terminal from which CPD 
purchased gasoline had either a 
limited supply available or none at 
all during the State of Emergency 
period. As a result, CPD bought 
gasoline from more distant ter-
minals including Syracuse (Van 
Buren), Springfield, MA, Revere, 
MA, East Providence, RI and New 
Haven, CT, and incurred additional 
costs of approximately 16 cents per 
gallon to transport this gasoline to 
its stations. However, CPD’s price 
increases at the six stations—which 
ranged from 42 cents per gallon to 
as much as 70 cents per gallon—

greatly exceeded the additional 
transportation costs.

The default judgment was en-
tered against the following station:

(All prices below are for regular 
unleaded gasoline. The spread is the 
difference between the wholesale 
price paid by the operator and the 
price charged at the pump.)

Mena Inter Inc. (USA Petro-
leum), 630 Main Street, Farming-
dale, NY.

Difference between wholesale 
price and retail price prior to storm: 
$1.04

Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price immediately 
following storm: $1.80

Increase in wholesale/retail 
spread before-and-after the storm: 
73%

Retail price immediately fol-
lowing the storm: $4.59

Settlements were also reached 
with the following retail service 
stations:

(All prices below are for regular 
unleaded gasoline. The spread is the 
difference between the wholesale 
price paid by the operator and the 
price charged at the pump.)
Katonah Gas & Auto Service, Inc. 

(Mobil), 80 Bedford Road, Kato-
nah, NY
• Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price prior to 
storm: $1.26

• Difference between wholesale 
price and retail price 
immediately following storm: 
$1.61

• Increase in wholesale/retail 
spread before-and-after the 
storm: 27%

• Retail price immediately 
following the storm: $4.79

Mamaroneck Service, Inc. (Mobil), 
1237 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains, NY
• Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price prior to 
storm: $0.93

• Difference between wholesale 
price and retail price 
immediately following storm: 
$1.17

• Increase in wholesale/retail 
spread before-and-after the 
storm: 33%

• Retail price immediately 
following the storm: $4.29

A&Z Service Center (Citgo), 364 
New Hempstead Road, New City, 
NY
• Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price prior to 
storm: $0.85

• Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price 
immediately following storm: 
$1.35

• Increase in wholesale/retail 
spread before-and-after the 
storm: 58%

• Retail price immediately 
following the storm: $4.39

ZAM Service Center (BP), 464 
West Jericho Turnpike, Hunting-
ton, NY
• Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price prior to 
storm: $0.87

• Difference between wholesale 
price and retail price 
immediately following storm: 
$1.20

• Increase in wholesale/retail 
spread before-and-after the 
storm: 48%

• Retail price immediately 
following the storm: $4.30

The 900 Broadway, LLC. (BP Gas 
Station), 900 N. Broadway, Mass-
apequa, NY
• Difference between wholesale 

price and retail price prior to 
storm: $.78

• Difference between wholesale 
price and retail price 
immediately following storm: 
$1.18

• Increase in wholesale/retail 
spread before-and-after the 
storm: 51%

• Retail price immediately 
following the storm: $4.29
For information about lawsuits 

filed and settlements reached previ-
ously by Attorney General Schnei-
derman related to Gas Gouging 
during the emergency, please click 
here.

The lawsuit against Mena Inter 
Inc., and the settlement with The 
900 Broadway, LLC. were handled 
by Assistant Attorney General-in-
Charge Valerie Singleton of the 
Nassau Regional Office, under the 
supervision of Executive Deputy 
Attorney General for Regional Af-
fairs Martin J. Mack. The other set-
tlements were handled by Assistant 
Attorney General Sandra Giorno-
Tocco and Assistant Attorney 
General-in-Charge Gary Brown 
of the Westchester Regional Office, 
under the supervision of Executive 
Deputy Attorney General for Re-
gional Affairs Martin J. Mack. 

Continued from page 19
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252 West 43rd St.
(Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 

212-819-9300  
www.mycheetahsnyc.com

Open 7 Days A Week

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS PASS

• Gentlemen’s Club 
• sushi RestauRant 
• Fine DininG

NYC’s #1 
TOPlESS 
SPORTS 
BAR

NYC’s oNlY BoDY SUSHI

GOVERNANCE

Bramson Continues to Kick 
Majority Perspective to the Curb

By PEGGY GODFREY

Despite a preponderance of 
negative comments and criti-
cisms of the Forest City Resi-
dential plan for Echo Bay, New 

Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson stood by this 
proposal.   Although the hearing on the Final 
Environmental Impact State-
ment (FEIS) on July 23, 2013, 
had  only a few supporters, 
Bramson seemed compelled to 
make a final statement after the 
FEIS and accompanying zoning 
hearings had ended. He made it 
clear he would not count heads 
when he voted on the proposed 
development, instead he would 
vote in the best interests of the 
city. 

Bramson was adamant that 
the City Yard had to be moved.  
Although he acknowledged the 
residents who spoke at the hearing wanted 
more retail in New Rochelle, he believes this 
project offered “a window of opportunity” say-
ing “it would be” dangerous to make the “per-
fect the enemy of the good.”

Although only four out of approximate-
ly  one hundred  residents spoke in favor of 
the Echo Bay development project, Bramson 
apparently did not care what the opponents 
said.  On the same night as the FEIS hearing 
was held, additional hearings on amendments 
needed for the plan including high density res-
idential use which allowed 12 stories with rent-
al apartments over the first three floors of retail 
were held.   Zoning changes  and special per-
mits for outdoor restaurant dining were also 
sought. Each separate venue segregated public 
input from the other. People have yet to master 
being at more than one place at the same time. 

Located on East Main Street in New 
Rochelle’s Echo Bay waterfront area, the 
project contains a mixed use  commercial and 
residential building. Plans include 25,000 
square feet of commercial retail space and 
285 residential units.  The composition of the 
residential units was changed from the original 
DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment) to increase the number of two bedroom 
apartments. Twenty-nine units would be des-
ignated “Moderate-Income” housing.   The 
project site includes using part of the Armory 
parking in the plan.   Zoning hearings were 
necessary to increase the floor area ratio (FAR) 
to accommodate residential uses and total 
floor area.   The City Yard would also need to 

be moved.  The cost of educating the projected 
number of school children would be addressed 
through a PILOT (payments in lieu of taxes).

Speakers at the series of hearings brought 
up many issues that evening.   The County 
Legislator representing the area, James Mai-
sano, urged Bramson to ask tough questions of 
the developer.  Maisano  said his  study of the 

project led him to conclude it 
was “intellectually indefensible.”   
While this project is mostly rental 
apartments, the real need in New 
Rochelle is for retail projects. He 
concluded his statement to a 
groundswell of loud applause. 

Several speakers from Citi-
zens for a Better New Rochelle, 
including Andrew Newman 
and Howard Stevens opposed 
the project because they believe 
the risks outweighed the benefits. 

One of the supporters of the 
plan was Jason Taylor, an archi-

tect. He asserts the City Yard was beyond the 
repair stage and the area needed new develop-
ment.  Stephen Mayo, Esq.,  on the other hand, 
found the Forest City Residential plan “any-
thing but masterful’ and defined it to be  “bad” 
for New Rochelle.

Rosemary Spalin wanted to know if the 
City Council had “gotten it” and questioned 
why this project was being pushed forward 
when the city really needs retail.   She criti-
cized the inclusion of the Armory in the plan 
because the deed would not allow such  use.   
Former Mayor Leonard Paduano criticized the 
FEIS and detailed the loss of assessable items 
in the city since the l990’s.  He warned that the 
present council is going to bankrupt the city, 
contrasting the present situation to the high 
amount of assessments the city had during his 
term of office.

Former State Assemblyman  Ron Tocci 
was the last speaker and said he had always re-
sponded to the wishes and needs of his constit-
uentuency during his 35 years of service to the 
people.  He said he had never been to a public 
hearing where he  had been prouder because 
he heard the most relevant and articulate ar-
guments from professional planners, financial 
analysts, lawyers and concerned citizens.  They 
had studied the FEIS and made pointed com-
ments about the report.

New Rochelle’s City Council’s next meet-
ing will be in September 2013.. 
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and former 
educator.

http://www.mycheetahsnyc.com
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L F FINANCIAL LIMITED LIABILITY COM- 
PANY authority filed with NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 6/19/13. Juris. of Org: NJ 
filed 4/5/13. NY off. Loc. in Westchester 
Co. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC Robert A. Greene PO Box 882 Chap-
paqua, NY 10514. NJ address of LLC: 400 
Interpace Pkwy, Bldg C Parsippany, NJ 
07054. Arts of org. on file with NJ Sec-
retary of State P.O. Box 300 Trenton, NJ 
08625. Purpose: any lawful activity. 

HOLTBY DESIGN STUDIO LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 52 Iselin Terrace Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MSA YORKTOWN LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/13/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 2958 3rd Ave Bronx, NY 10455. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JB2 FUNDING, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/17/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 380 Fox Avenue Yonkers, 
NY 10704. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 

517RG LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY au-
thority filed with NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
6/6/13. Juris. of Org: NJ filed 4/11/08. 
NY off. Loc. in Westchester Co. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 517RG LLC  Robert 
A. Greene PO Box 882 Chappaqua, NY 
10514. NJ address of LLC: 24 Westmin-
ster DR Montville, NJ 07045. Arts of org. 
on file with NJ Secretary of State P.O. 
Box 300 Trenton, NJ 08625. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. 

248 NOINU, LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
Alvaro Franco 248 Union Avenue, Apt. IL 
New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity

GO GLAM LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/17/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 78 Robertson Ave White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

D & J Sky Farms LLC  Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/29/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 20 Wilmot Circle Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

JJC BROOKLYN LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/6/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
3010 Westchester Ave Ste. 106 Purchase, 
NY 10577. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

TUDOR CITY CENTER LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 6/28/13. Office 
in Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
142 Lincoln Ave Hastings-On-Hudson, NY 
10706. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

FLEETWOOD HOLDINGS I LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 5/1/12. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC PO Box 359 New Rochelle, NY 
11021. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

MAJIC MATTERS LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/10/13. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 12 Hageman Ct Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

“Notice is hereby given that a license, 
serial # Pending for beer & wine has 
been applied for by the undersigned to 
sell beer & wine at the retail in grocery 
store known as Jasleen Enterprises Inc. 
DBA DB Mart Under the ABC Law at 123 
½ Pelham Road New Rochelle NY 10805 
for on-premise consumption.”

LE G A L  A D S

Office Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown  Location 

Office Space: 470Sq. Ft. Rent  
$900/Month 

2 Room Office Space:  1160 Sq. Ft.   
Rent  $1675/Month 

Office Space:  305 Sq. Ft. 
Rent $500/Month  

Wilca:  914.632.1230

1 BR Bsmnt Apt.  
Leighton Ave.  

Yonkers / Bronx border.  
Quiet st.   

New Kitchen. Pvt. Entrance. 
Call 914.613.7487

WESTCHESTER 
GUARDIAN

LEGAL 
ADVERTISING:  

Send us your 
Legal Notices! 

914.576.1480 
10:30AM-5PM

Spacious, clean storage.  Strong cinder block bldg. w 1 lrg. 2,400 sq. ft. unit ($4,000 /M) 
or separate locked 1,200 sq. ft. units ($2,000 each/M). All spaces are subdividable. 8 
Ft. Ceilings.  One unit has a full garage door ent.  No extra fees. 6 mo. to 1 year rental 
options. Convenient, safe religious org. setting in Ossining. 24x7 campus security.  7 
day (8A - 6P) access.  Bldg monitored/doors alarmed. Call Jim @ 914. 941. 7636 (x 2395)

 STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE FOR RENTT
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

FRAUD

DiNapoli: State Overpaid 
$7.8 Million for Hospital 
Admissions
High Risk of Additional Overpayments for Acute Care
The state Department of Health 
(DoH) improperly paid hospitals $7.8 
million for lengthy acute care admis-
sions because hospitals billed Medic-
aid for higher levels of care than was 
actually delivered to patients, according 
to an audit released Thursday, July 25, 
2013, by New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli.

“New York State cannot afford to 
make Medicaid payments for care that 
was either not provided or unneces-
sary,” DiNapoli said. “This is a misuse 

of taxpayer dollars and these types of 
mistakes should be stopped. The De-
partment of Health (DoH) must make 
sure hospitals are being paid only for 
the services they provide.”

DoH uses a contractor, the Island 
Peer Review Organization (IPRO), to 
review paid inpatient claims. In coor-
dination with DoH, DiNapoli’s audi-
tors requested IPRO review a sample 
of 297 hospital stays that were billed by 
ten hospitals for patients admitted for 

Continued on page 23
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Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

Don’t Waste Your 
Time Anywhere ElseThe New

Club
New York

NEW YORK’S 
PREMIER 
GENTLEMEN’S 
CABARET
Escape Reality…
Escape to The VIP Club!
First Class Adult Entertainment, 
Sushi Bar and Lounge.
HAPPY HOUR @ THE VIP! 
2-For-1 Drinks 
Mon – Sat Before 9PM

COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION 
FOR TWO WITH THIS PASS

20 W. 20th ST. (btwn 5th & 6th)

212-633-1199  thevipclubnyc.com

LEGISLATION

Senator Stewart-Cousins Announces 
Extended Hours at Yonkers 
Department of Motor Vehicles
YONKERS, NY -- To better accommodate 
customers, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D/I/WF – 35th District) is pleased to an-
nounce extended business hours on Monday 
through Thursday at the Yonkers branch of 
the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). 
The extended hours are part of a statewide 
pilot program approved by the Legislature 
this year which seeks to make the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles more accessible and 
user friendly. 

The year-long pilot will determine the 
hours that are most convenient for custom-
ers and the DMV. Results of the pilot will be 
evaluated to determine if the expanded hours 
should continue beyond the test period and 
if additional offices should offer extended 
hours of operation.

The Yonkers DMV Office, located at 1 
Larkin Plaza, now offers services:

Monday-Thursday from 7:30 A.M. to 
7:30 P.M.

Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 4 P.M. as pre-
viously scheduled

“Visiting the DMV under the previous 
schedule could be extremely inconvenient. 
Those with stringent work schedules often 
found it difficult to take time off the job to 
come to the DMV for any number of services 
offered there. This pilot program will help the 
State determine which hours are best suited 
for the community so the DMV can provide 
the best service possible,” Senator Stewart-
Cousins said.

FRAUD

DiNapoli: State Overpaid $7.8 Million for Hospital Admissions

50 or more days for high levels of care, instead 
of the less costly “alternate level of care,” or ALC.

Based on IPRO’s review, 94 of the claims, 
costing the state $10.6 million, were improp-
erly billed primarily because the hospitals should 
have billed for the ALC care that was actually 
provided. IPRO concluded that the state should 
have only paid $2.8 million for these claims and 
that Medicaid had overpaid the claims by $7.8 
million. Overpayments identified in the audit 
ranged from $100,000 to $1.4 million per hos-
pital.

In one case, Medicaid paid $130,432 for 249 
days of acute care services for a patient whose stay 
actually included only one day of acute care re-
sulting in a $62,684 overpayment.

In another instance, one hospital billed 
Medicaid for nearly five years of acute care when 
IPRO determined that the patient did not need 
any acute care services, resulting in a $638,951 
overpayment.

Given the relatively high rate (32 percent) 
of overpayments from the audit sample, auditors 
determined that there is also a high risk level of 
overpayment in other Medicaid payments for 
acute care. During the audit period, Medicaid 
paid claims for nearly 10,600 inpatient stays per 

year (on average) of 50 or more days of acute care 
without any ALC.

DiNapoli recommended DoH:
•	 Recover	 the	 $7.8	 million	 in	 inappropriate	

payments;
· Formally notify the ten hospitals ofthe 

correct way to bill inpatient claims for ALC; 
and

· Modify IPRO’s sampling plan to select and 
review claims at high risk of overpayment 
due to incorrect charges for high (acute) 
levels of care.
For a copy of the report visit:
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/audits/

allaudits/093013/10s30.pdf.
Department officials concurred with the 

findings and recommendations of the audit and 
have indicated that corrective actions will be tak-
en to address them.

DiNapoli, as part of his responsibilities to 
audit state payments, has

expanded an ongoing Medicaid audit ini-
tiative that has found more than $1.64 billion 
in waste, fraud and abuse, including about $85 
million in 2013. Earlier this month DiNapoli re-
leased two Medicaid audits that identified $11.4 
million in provider overpayments.

Follow Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli on 
Twitter: @NYSComptroller

Continued from page 22
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DAVID GERMAIN
732.688.8875
germainfs@aol.com

LexCapAssociates.com 

Multifamily is our Specialty   LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC
     240 NORTH AVE., SUITE 212, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801                        

W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M

mailto:germainfs@aol.com

