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Assemblyman Mike Spano On the Level 
with Narog and Aris

New rochelle, NY --   richard Narog and hezi Aris will host NYs 
Assemblyman Mike spano this Tuesday, April 5th, from 10 - 11 a.m., on 
WVOX-1460 AM on your radio dial and worldwide on www.WVOX.
com.

Listeners and readers are invited to send a question to WhYTeditor@gmail.com for possible 
use prior to any shows’ airing and even during the course of an interview. 

Featuresection

 RADIO

Yonkers’ Albany delegation, 
consisting of senators Jeff Klein 
and Andrea stewart-cousins, and 
Assemblymen Mike spano, J. Gary 

Pretlow, and Thomas Abinanti were saddled, 
as were their colleagues with a $10 billion 
deficit that would be pared down to comply 
with fiscal propriety as proposed by New York 
state Governor Andrew cuomo, The prospect 
for agreement among the three most powerful 
men in state government coming to conclusion 
by April 1, 2011 was not even contemplated. 
Yonkers was used to the fits and starts that 
would accompany the process.

You could sense the drama when out of 
left field senator dean skelos chose to target 
the city of Yonkers by gutting the almost $20 
million VLT Aid (video lottery terminal) nego-
tiated on the city’s behalf by Assemblyman 
Mike spano years ago. Without concern, sen. 
skelos demanded a $15 million reduction of 
VLT funds designated specifically to bebefit the 
Yonkers Board of education (YBoe) to supple-
ment the needs of the student body attending 
the Yonkers Public school district.

To meet the republican senator’s chal-
lenge to the viability of the YPs, Yonkers 
Mayor Phil Amicone (fellow republican), 
and YPs superindent Bernard Pierorazio, and 
Westchester county executive rob Astorino 
(another republican) went hand in hand to 
beseech sen. skelos to re-institute the $15 
million he had decided should no longer be 
part of the revenue stream upon which the 
YBoe could count upon. Instead, sen. skelos 
advised he would disburse $5 million addi-
tional educational funds respectively to the 
cities of Buffalo, rochester, and syracuse. The 

three drama queens, Amicone, Pierorazio, and 
Astorino claimed victory within hours of chal-
lenging their republican colleague to rescind 
his proposal. They were soon to shower sen. 
skelos with praise for his clear headed perspec-
tive. The scenario was classic Yonkers drama. 
The ruse was magical. It was a fraud from its 
inception. But it would come to hurt Yonkers 
anyway. Perhaps that was the purpose of their 
plot.

superintendent Pierozio played his part 
well. he came armed with a proposal to set 
things “right.” he would at first admonish sen. 
skelos his faux pas. he would then humbly 
suggest sen. skelos re-instate the $15 million 
VLT money designated for the YBoe. Yet sen. 
skelos could not or would not back down; he 
had promised Buffalo, rochester, and syracuse 
$5 million each in additional funding. sen. 
skelos’ pronouncement was public knowledge. 
Without missing a heartbeat, superintendent 
Pierorzio, armed with a litany of suggestions 
read them aloud.

editor’s Note: Finally last week, with support 
from Assembly speaker silver, at the vociferous 
urging of Assemblyman spano, the $15 million 
cut to Yonkers VLT Aid was restored by the 
General Government conference committee, 
of which senator stewart-cousins is a member, 
and is now included in the three way budget 
agreement.

Winning the $15 million back in VLT Aid 
hinged on Mr Pierorazio’s suggestion divulged 
in a press release dated March 18, 2011, in 
which Mr Pierorazio is said to have recom-
mended the following:

Continued on page 3
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Fomenting Deceit with Angst and Drama
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Continued from page 2

“Based on the need to provide 
the city of Yonkers with a balanced 
budget by April 1, the superintendent 
recommended

•   the elimination of transportation,
•   the dismantling of the prekinder-

garten program, and
•   the reduction of kindergarten to a 

half-day of instruction.
Lay-offs would total 732 employees, 

including 404 teachers and administrators 
and 328 civil service employees.”

Transportation, a euphemism for 
busing, is valued at approximately $25 
million with regard to Yonkers. Mr 
Pierorazio suggested it be eliminated. 
he must be aware that over $18 million 
of that sum is not only re-imbursable 
to Yonkers by New York state, but it 
was never taken out of Gov. cuomo’s 
proposed 2010-2011 NYs Budget. It is 
still in the budget. even so, Mr Pierorazio 
wants to eliminate the program.

Notice that $15 million was needed 
to satisfy the now gutted VLT Aid, 
and that Mr Pierorazio’s suggestion 
that $18 million reimbursable funds be 
removed to benefit the Yonkers Public 
school system satisfies the arithmetic 
equation. $18 million is more than $15 
million; NYs is ahead of the process 
by $3 million. This is a win-win by 
Mr. Pierorazio’s measuring stick. does 
anyone know how to pronounce the word 
“I-G-N-O-r-A-M-O-s?”

Let’s examine Mr. Pierorazio’s sugges-
tion. No school busing. Not possible when 
schools are not situated near the student 
population. how will the students no 
longer able to get busing to their school 
ever get an education? The government 
requires every child under a certain age 
attend school. There may even have been 
a clause or two mentioning this para-
digm noted in the Yonkers desegregation 
lawsuit from decades ago. Perhaps Mr. 
Pierorazio does not recognize he is flirting 
with Yonkers having to withstand another 
lawsuit. Yet, Mr Pierorazio is such an 
erudite man; told what to do by Mayor 
Amicone, and with county executive 
Astorino watching, one must wonder 
what is going on here?

Will all the school bus services that 
park their vehicles on Yonkers property 
and pay their real estate taxes be forced 
out of business? seems likely. The bus 

drivers will also lose gainful employ with 
these firms. Thank you Mr Pierorazio!

The hysteria is all about us. The 
drama continues unabated. The pawns 
have gathered to do their bit part in this 
game of subterfuge where everyone is at 
fault, particularly in Albany. remember 
no one in the city of Yonkers has planned 
for this day. The only warnings came from 
Yonkers councilwoman Joan Gronowski. 
even so, the three amigos still expect 
santa claus to emerge from under his 
beard bearing gifts on April Fool’s day.

Why haven’t we heard a do-able, 
reasonable, rational concept from Mayor 
Amicone? Yonkersites may wish to forgive 
county executive Astorino because he 
was dragged into this drama by Mayor 
Amicone who will use anyone to make 
himself look good. And Mr Pierorazio 
does what he is told to do and say. A 
spineless manager at the YBoe and a con 
man in Albany and in Yonkers alike. Mr 
Pierorazio says one thin in Albany and 
another in Yonkers.

how come supposed mayoral 
contender richard Martinelli has 
nothing to say on the subject? At least 
Assemblyman spano, another mayoral 
contender is doing something about the 
issue. What happened to the opinionated 
chuck Lesnick, or constantly sulking 
John Murtagh, mayoral contenders in 
their own minds. deputy Mayor regan 
is also mute on the issue. so again is 
Westchester county Board Legislator 
chairman Ken Jenkins.

YFT President Pat Puleo has been 
playing it so close to the vest for so long 
one must wonder if she has the ability 
to speak? education chair and Yonkers 
city councilman Wilson Terrero has 
said nothing. does he comprehend what 
is going on? does he also get a stipend 
for being the educational chair despite 
his not advocating for the Yonkers Public 
school district in a fair and equitable 
way?

The lack of planning by Yonkers city 
hall (Mayor Amicone) and by the YBoe 
has taken the two amigos (Amicone and 
Pierorazio) by storm. They don’t know 
what to do. The coffers are bare. They 
have each besmirched the city of Yonkers 
before the New York state Legislature. 
We are the laughing stock of the state. No 
one believes anything our leaders say, nor

Continued on page 4
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

 THE HEZITORIAL

 POLITICS

Continued from page 3
hear anything from the complacent lot of 
wannabees that have yet to issue remedy 
or resolution to the crisis their misman-
agement and lies have rained on the city 
that deserve better than the riff raff they 
have exposed themselves to be by their 
enabling and supportive roles over the 
many years..

Poor Phil must have forgotten he is 
term limited by december 2011. The 
crisis before him today is of his making. 
he erred by one year. see what happens 
when you don’t plan. everything was 
supposed to be OK in 2011. Things 
were supposed to fall apart in 2012. has 

anyone else noticed that Mayor Amicone 
can’t count, or is it only me? One would 
have to infer that the term “engineer” 
when relating to Mayor Amicone is a 
misnomer.

No one in Yonkers needs to be asked 
what they think about this issue or any 
other. No one needs to ask those who 
believe they have the political savvy to 
govern how they may resolve the issues 
at hand. each must comprehend the 
severity of the issues and concerns that 
confront Yonkers and speak out on their 
own. Media does not have to prod them. 
They can issue press releases; they can go 
on television; they can write an Op-ed; 

they can get on the government access 
station. Their collective lack of action, 
except for senator stewart-cousins, and 
Assemblyman spano, and councilwoman 
Gronowski, show their lack of interest, 
their lack of concern, and their inability to 
comprehend that it is under their collec-
tive, aimlessly meandering governance, 
that has bankrupted the city of Yonkers.

Today is Wednesday, March 30, 2011. 
Tomorrow is Thursday, March 31, 2011. 
Friday is April 1, 2011. I can’t wait to 
hear the pearls of wisdom they will each 
eschew as the fat lady sings her first notes 
of pragmatism. In the mean while those 
that have remained silent to the reality 
Yonkers faced and continues to endure, do 
so because of the impotence, irrelevance, 

and ineptitude those we have elected to 
rule over us.

update March 31, 2011: It happened. 
The NYs Budget was passed late last 
night, March 30, 2011. The Fat Lady Is 
singing.

The disaster that has befallen the 
city of Yonkers as she writhes in agony 
before the feet of Mayor Phil Amicone is 
the perfect moment for him to step down. 
his games have failed Yonkersites miser-
ably. The ultimate conclusion to a failed 
legacy and a rudderless, aimless, vindic-
tive mayor. excuse me, I am about to hurl. 
Oh, and yes, I told you so!

P.s.: It is way overdue for Yonkers 
Inspector General dan schorr to open 
the books of the Yonkers Boe.

Fomenting Deceit with Angst and Drama

The decibel level has reached a new high. 
It was never like this in Yonkers. We have 
remained loyal for decades. Nary a negative 
expression would pass our lips. They were 
sealed except to say that this one or that 

one were good men all. Yet something had 
changed. It was 2011. could the enlighten-
ment that opened eyes in the Arab world be 
as revealing this side of the Atlantic. Who is 
to know. It may be a ruse; it may be a ploy; 

it may also be true. commanded to inquire 
is one of my favorite people. he is Inspector 
General dan schorr (center). We may refer 
to his as the protagonist or the dupe. each 
works. The other two are also my “faves.” 
The first is Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone 
(left), better known to many as the vindic-
tive finger pointer. Last but not least, my 
other “fave” Yonkers city council President 
chuck Lesnick (right).

how quaint that my favorite people 
should coalesce under the dome of Yonkers 
city hall to hasten their drama of subter-
fuge to create an inability by Yonkersites to 
focus on the financial concerns by which 
our beloved Yonkers must submit. All 
Yonkersites know full well it is not about 
us; it Is about them. Yes, Mayor Amicone, 
you Are the king that wears no clothes. 
Yes, President Lesnick, you would like to 
succeed him, And Yes, Inspector General 
schorr, you have to answer to your master. 

since he was commanded to delve into 

Mayor Amicone’s allegation that President 
Lesnick was involved in impropriety and 
grave confict of interest, Inspector General 
schorr could be seen shaking in his shoes. 
should Inspector General schorr submit 
to his master, Yonkers Mayor Amicone, 
or should he serve The People of Yonkers, 
known amongst themselves affectionately 
as Yonkersites? What should he do?

how can he balance the mayor’s alle-
gation that Mr Lesnick incorporated a few 
hours of use of a Transit Towing owned tow 
truck for campaign purposes as a donation 
in kind against the use of Mayor Amicone 
of a connecticut based catering service that 
catered the February 2004 Mayoral Inaugural 
Ball in favor of Mayor Amicone and almost 
1,000 guests. The Yonkers street says it was 
with much arm twisting before the Yonkers 
connected catering ever saw its money. 

The Best in Gourmet catering firm 
is based in stamford, connecticut. The

Continued on page 5

Amicone vs. Lesnick People Walking About the Streets of Yonkers are Talking
By Hezi Aris

      Mayor Phil Amicone                   Inspector General Dan Schorr    Council President Chuck Lesnick



Page 5The WesTchesTer GuArdIAN ThursdAY, APrIL 7, 2011

 POLITICS

Continued from page 4
Wuestenhoefer family owns the catering 
business, They are also the same family that 
owns A.P.O.W., a tow trucking company 
operating in Yonkers, NY.

All came to a head when tow truck 
driving licenses were in contention in the 
city of Yonkers. There were more appli-
cants than there where contenders who 
coveted the license. All came to blows when 
A.P.O.W. received the mayoral nod and 
Transit Towing got a kick in the behind. 

In most towns these hatfield and 
Mccoy scenarios would peter out. But 
this is Yonkers. everyone imaginable got 
involved. Neighbor attempted to outdo 
neighbor.The email networks were buzzing. 
Lesnick forgot about it, schorr hoped he 
would not have to sink into it, and Amicone 
believed he could get away with it.

What was it Amicone thought he could 
get away with? Who knows. he is not as 
lucid as he was 15 years ago. Then again, 
who is?

But Mayor Amicone’s vindicative 
nature got the better of him. he hated 
having to play the “non-aggression” ruse he 
plays with President Lesnick. he could use 
Lesnick’s almost inconsequential faux pas 
and make hay of it before the public eye.

Things were going as well as expected 
when President Lesnick had a pair loaned 
to him. President Lesnick welcomed scru-
tiny by both Yonkers Inspector General 
schorr and the Yonkers Board of ethics, a 
misnomer if ever there is one. Is it too much 
to ask for the Yonkers Board of ethics 
meetings to be conducted before television 
cameras and the entire press or must some 
media suffer an executive session meeting 
closed to the public and media alike every 
time they meet?

It was so Victorian, so sissy-like in its 
prim and prissy 1800‘s like chivalry. I could 
see Mayor Amicone’s accusatory finger 
pointing at President Lesnick as I could see 
President Lesnick pull out a silk handker-
chief from his left jacket pocket and slap 
Mayor Amicone with it. The duel is on. 

Lest anyone have dosed off, this is the 
year 2011.

Acid-tongued bloggers, ever magnani-
mous in their zeal to reveal the “facts,” have 
offered to translate for the multi-lingually 
challenged Mayor Amicone, and President 
Lesnick. But truth be told, we are doing 
this for our favorite son, Inspector General 
schorr, who speaks english and can read a 
chinese menu from either column a, b or c, 
but little else. 

so as Inspector General schorr barely 
breathing since his last gargantuan effort, 
that is to open the books of the Yonkers 
Board of education, is still not up to the 
challenge. Without telling him, we wouldn’t 
want to offend, we will do the heavy lifting 
for him.

This is what may be heard on the 
streets of Yonkers , but only if you listen. 
The February 2004 Mayoral Inaugural Ball, 
which served almost 1,000 people made 
Lisa Mrijaj, Mayor Amicone’s chief of 
staff, feel like she was in hollywood. The 
cost of the “do” was lavishly expensive. The 
Mayor had to be strong-armed before he 
would relent to pay. But, and therein lie the 
issues of conflict of interest and other ethical 
excesses.

After payment was accomplished, was 
payment afforded in full or did Yonkers 
Business Week catering contracts over 
three year’s duration exceed the value for 
which they were paid to compensate for 
the Mayor’s Inaugural Ball? Why wasn’t the 
catering business given to one of Yonkers 
own? We have so many to chose from. In 
fact, we hear one will soon close. Thanks, 
Mayor Amicone

Was the A.P.O.W.contract part of 
the “hush-hush” deal to pay off Mayor 
Amicone’s debt? surely Yonkersites were 
not invited. did Yonkersites foot the bill for 
the mayor’s party and his son’s wedding? 

Let Mayor Amicone produce the bill he 
paid and the proof of how he paid it? The 
Mayoral Inaugural Ball, his son’s wedding, 
and the Yonkers Business Week contracts. 
That shouldn’t be too difficult for Yonkers 
Inspector General schorr, now should it?

Good luck Mr schorr. Bungle this 
one up and your political career is fried 
forever more. Acid-tongued bloggers will 
be watching by your side, but we won’t be 
having your back; you’re on your own. It’s 
the Yonkers way in politics. 

Mayor Amicone can’t talk his way out 
of this one and chuck Lesnick is simply 
chuck Lesnick; he may be anything and 
everything ascribed to him, but he is NOT 
a crook! But he does have hungry eyes.

how long will this investigation take 
Inpector General schorr to complete? Will 
it be before election day this November 
2011? Will it be revealed on Memorial 
day Weekend when everyone will be out of 
town? Just asking!

http://www.monrocollege.edu
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Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

 INVESTIGATION

Last summer 
Yorktown highway super-
intendent eric diBartolo 
requested five stainless 
steel truck liners to beef 

up the department’s aging trucks so they 
could battle the roads for the upcoming 
winter. After a few board meetings, some 
of which were contentious, the Yorktown 
board approved monies for only three 
liners that cost a total of $75,000.

The liners are still sitting in the 
yard behind the department of highway 
building, where they have been all winter.

Yorktown supervisor susan siegel 
said she was unaware that the truck 
bodies hadn’t been installed and remained 
unused.

“It’s a concern that the liners weren’t 
used. I don’t know if there is a reason why 
they weren’t,” she said.

diBartolo did not return calls by The 
Westchester Guardian by press time.

Minutes from the August 10, 2010 
board meeting reveal that diBartolo 
had purchased used, 20-year old trucks 
at a moderate price, but the bodies were 
“shot.” he wanted to upgrade them 

with the new bodies 
because all the newer 
trucks on the fleet were 
made of stainless steel. 
diBartolo also told 
the board that if he 
couldn’t purchase the 
truck bodies, the town would have diffi-
culty clearing snow off the roads in the 
winter.

The board finally voted to purchase 
the three truck bodies with monies 
from the highway fund balance. Only 
supervisor susan seigel abstained.

“I had reservations because we were 
in very tight financial circumstances. I 
wanted to wait and see what funds would 
remain in the town’s snow budget at the 
end of the year. Also, there were unan-
swered questions about the age of the 
trucks. I wasn’t satisfied with the informa-
tion that was given us.”

A cArFAX vehicle history report 
for one purchased 1989 International 
truck, says there was an “odometer roll-
back” and the reading was “Not Actual 
Mileage.” The same vehicle had been in 
two accidents.

Questions were raised about the 
price of the original truck purchases and 
the real need for stainless steel liners as 
opposed to cheaper liners that might 
have been bought from the New York 
state department of Transportation, who 
apparently sell liners at a more moderate 
price. Meeting minutes show that 
diBartolo defended his decision because 
the stainless steel liners would extend the 
life of the trucks.

At one meeting it was argued that 
diBartolo used a questionable bidding 
process for the liners. Town documents 
show that the bid put out for the liners 
was tailored specifically to the company 
that ultimately got the bid. One bid was 
sent to a lawn mower shop in Texas that 
didn’t even carry truck liners.

“We really don’t control what the 
highway superintendent does,” explained 
siegel. “According to New York state 
law, the town board is allowed to give the 

highway department monies in a separate 
fund for the superintendent to spend as 
he or she sees fit.” refusing funds for the 
highway department would ultimately 
hurt Yorktown residents, said siegel. 
“That’s where good communication and 
cooperation come in between the town 
board and the highway superintendent.”

siegel also pointed out that diBartolo 
is an elected official and “neither the town 
or the town board can tell an elected offi-
cial what to do.”

“The checks and balances are the 
voters who elected him. They hold him 
accountable,” she said.

The highway superintendent posi-
tion is a four year term. diBartolo’s term 
expires in 2013.

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance 
journalist who writes about current, local 
news, environmental issues, art entertain-
ment and food.

Yorktown Truck Bodies Lay Idle
By Abby Luby

Published with express 
permission of the author 
whose work appeared in the 
Ground Report, March 23, 
2011.

The us Attorney for the southern 
district of New York, Preet Bhaara, 

announced indictments on March 11th 
of two New York state legislators and six 
others http://www.justice.gov/usao/nys/
pressreleases/March11/krugercarletalc-
omplaintpr.pdf.

Two Brooklyn democrats, senator 
carl Kruger and Assemblyman William 

F. Boyland, Jr. were indicted, along with 
lobbyist richard Lipsky; hospital execu-
tive robert Aquino; real estate developer 
Aaran Malinsky; david P. rosen, chief 
executive Medisys health systems; 
health care consultant solomon Kalish; 
and strangely enough, gynecologist dr. 

Michael Turano.
The legislators were selling votes, 

according to the indictment.
Lobbyist richard Lipsky sought and 

obtained senator Kruger’s support for 
New York state government funds for 
three projects of his client Forest city 
ratner, owned by developer Bruce ratner.

As reported by the NY Times “Graft
Continued on page 7

Indictments Reveal Legislative Bribery Ring -- and System
By Richard Cooper

http://www.justice.gov/usao/nys/pressreleases/March11/krugercarletalcomplaintpr.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/usao/nys/pressreleases/March11/krugercarletalcomplaintpr.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/usao/nys/pressreleases/March11/krugercarletalcomplaintpr.pdf
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The city of New 
rochelle has been encour-
aging development in the 
downtown area since the 

democratic majority took over. since 
that time there has been criticism over the 
type of development and the respective 
tax abatements given. It was surprising 
to hear how far the city coffers have 
diminished during this same period 
according to guest speakers councilman 
Lou Trangucci, and former Assemblyman 
ron Tocci, at the New rochelle citizens 
reform club’s March 24th meeting.

councilman Trangucci said that 
Avalon had 30 years to pay the city for 
the land on which it built its apartment 

complexes. he took the initiative to make 
a request of the council suggesting an 
early payment to the city for part of the 
money owed. Avalon agreed to give New 
rochelle $9 million of the money they 
owed over the next five years: $3 million 
the first year and $1.5 million for each of 
the next successive four years.

councilman Trangucci told the 
New rochelle citizens reform club 
members that half of Avalon’s $9 
million payment has already been used. 
councilman Trangucci postulated that 
New rochelle Mayor Bramson did this 
to help democratic candidates running 
for elected office this year.

Continued on page 8

 INVESTIGATION

Continued from page 6
charges depict The secret, Lavish 
Lifestyle Of A state senator” (March 11, 
2011) “$9 million would have gone to the 
carlton Avenue Bridge, $2 million for a 
retail development in Mill Basin and $4 
million for the renovation of the skating 
rink in Prospect Park.” Neither Bruce 
ratner nor his company, Forest city 
ratner, were named in the indictment.

Lipsky was a supporter of the 
Brooklyn eminent domain and corporate 
welfare scheme known as Atlantic Yards. 
(Full disclosure: I have been an opponent 
of this project, contributing financially to 
develop, don’t destroy Brooklyn. For 
details, search GroundReport.com for my 
other Atlantic Yards and eminent domain 
articles). however, he was an opponent of 
the Queens eminent domain and corpo-
rate welfare scheme known as Willets 
Point. he is on ratner’s payroll. Purely, a 
coincidence, I’m sure. senator Kruger has 
been indicted for illegally being induced 
by lobbyist Lipsky to seek the New York 
state taxpayer funds on behalf of Lipsky’s 
client ratner. This is as it should be. But 
large sums of money are appropriated 
going to the benefit of corporations in 
violation of the state constitution without 
bribery or extortion.

Fortunately, Buffalo attorney James 
Ostrowski and a squad of plaintiffs 
around the state have filed suit against 

the governor, the legislative leaders, and 
some major firms such as IBM who have 
received these unconstitutional grants or 
loans. I am pleased to be one of the plain-
tiffs. Known to its supporters as the stop 
The Pork Lawsuit, the appeal is going to 
be heard by the state’s highest court, the 
court of Appeals, most likely in April. 
The appellate brief filed by my friend 
Jim Ostrowski can be read here http://
politicalclassdismissed.com/wp-content/
uploads/Binder2.pdf.

While those indicted now are 
democrats, the record of republicans 
from former state senate Majority Leader 
Joseph Bruno on down is no better.

While victory in the suit would not 
totally eliminate bribery, it should make 
bribery and extortion of state legisla-
tors less profitable and therefore less 
likely. I have written about this case for 
Groundreport.com. I hope that we and 
the embattled taxpayers of New York 
triumph in the stop The Pork case, which 
will benefit New Yorkers long after the 
defendants and the prosecutors are long 
dead and buried.

About the author: Richard Cooper is an 
international trade executive with a manu-
facturing firm on Long Island, New York, 
USA. He is active in the Libertarian Party 
www.lp.org on eminent domain and other 
issues. He was chair of the Libertarian Party 
of New York http://ny.lp.org.

Indictments Reveal Legislative Bribery Ring -- and System

Making Sure All Council Persons Are Accountable
By Peggy Godfrey
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For most of us, the weekend is a 
welcome respite from the workaday world, 
with time devoted to shopping and other 
chores or merely to lolling around the house.

Not so for Jeff scott of Montrose. 
Many of his weekends are spent in traveling 
to Olympic weightlifting competitions in 
this country and abroad. As a journeyman 
weightlifter, he has traveled to san Juan, 
Puerto rico, Montreal, canada, and as 
far as Argistoli on the island of Kefalonia 
in Greece, where he participated in the 
2008 World Masters Olympic weight-
lifting championships. (see the sidebar for 
a catalog of his travels and competitions in 
the past year.)

Men’s weightlifting has been an 
Olympic sport for many decades. recently, 
women’s weightlifting has become recog-
nized as an Olympic sport. Masters 
Olympic weightlifting contests are for 
lifters of 35 years and older. Mr. scott is now 
pushing 52 years of age. so-called “open” 
meets make no distinctions about age, and 
older lifters compete against younger lifters. 
he participates in both types of events.

In Olympic weightlifting, two events, or 
“lifts,” comprise the sport. One is the snatch, 
in which a competitor lifts the barbell over 

his head from the floor in one continuous 
movement. The other is the clean and jerk, 
in which a competitor first “cleans” the 
barbell from the floor to an intermediate 
position, “racking” the bar in a front squat, 
then standing up, and finally “jerking” the 
barbell to a position above his head. In both 
events, for a successful lift, a competitor 
must hold the bar steady above his head, 
with arms and legs straight and motionless.

Technique is all-important in weight-
lifting. Three judges verify the successful 
completion of the lift. In the opinion of two 
of the three judges, once a competitor has 
met the requirements the lift is regarded as 
successful, and the competitor may return 
the bar to the platform. In order for the lift 
to count, the bar must be raised to at least 
knee level within 60 seconds after the bar 
has been loaded. competitors making two 
consecutive attempts at lifts are permitted 
120 seconds for the next lift.

Mr. scott attended croton-harmon 
high school and is an honor graduate of 
West Point (class of 1982). he retired from 
active duty with the u.s. Army and earned 
a Master’s degree in computer science 
at Pace university. Although his week-
ends and occasional evenings are spent in 

training for and competing in weightlifting 
events, Mr. scott spends his days at Bethel 
Methodist home, where for the past nine 
years he has been in charge of computer 
and information systems in its facilities in 
croton and Ossining.

Jeff scott is actually a returnee to 
competitive weightlifting. After a 
hiatus of 23 years, in 2006 he decided 
to resume weightlifting. research 
revealed the closest Olympic weight-
lifting facility to his Montrose home 
to be at Lost Battalion hall in rego 
Park, in the borough of Queens.

erected in 1939, the building 
memorializes the heroism of the “lost 
battalion” of the 77th division in the 
Argonne Forest in France in October 
of 1918. despite being cut off and 
fiercely pounded by German forces 
for five days, the battalion refused 
to surrender, stubbornly holding 
the salient they had captured. Fresh 
American troops finally broke through 
and drove the Germans off.

The Lost Battalion hall also fields 
a record-setting Olympic weight-
lifting team, coached by Joe Triolo, a 
New York city firefighter, and assisted 
in his coaching duties by assistant 
coaches (and lifters) Jerry dunne, Len 
Bacino and Jeff scott. Mr. scott is now 

a usAW-certified coach, and coaches four 
active weightlifters, including elke Lohan, 
a Gold medalist at the 2009 World Masters 
Games in sydney, Australia.

Mr. Scott lives in Montrose with his wife, 
Manrica, and two daughters, Ilaria and 
Veronica.

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Continued from page 7
councilman Trangucci assertes that 

a 10 percent increase in taxes would be 
needed for next year. Other city liabilities 
were contrasted, including pension costs, 
which were $198,000 in 2002 and are 
expected to rise to $9.8 million in 2011. 
sales taxes in 2008 were $25.7 million but 
in 2009 it dropped to $23 million; in 2010 
it rebounded somewhat to $23.3 million. 
The increase in the number of people in 
the new downtown buildings have not 
contributed to sales tax revenue. Instead 
of constantly spot zoning, councilman 
Trangucci felt advocated for the city to 
create a master plan.

The city collects $48.6 million in 
property taxes but cannot put its hands on 
the $18 million that are lost to the under-
ground economy that evade the tax rolls

Three newly proposed projects 
were described; the developers of each 
proposed project is expected to request 
and solicit for tax abatements. Forest 
city residential’s first phase of devel-
opment is prefaced by only using city 

owned properties for which it will not pay. 
Fcr’s lament, “The city never maintains 
anything,”

Trangucci advised New rochelle is 
in need of upgrading the city Yard and 
it would cost the city dearly. If Mayor 
Noam Bramson and the democrats win 
five seats on the city council, they will 
be able to bond the money needed to 
move the city Yard. “This is a tale of 
two cities.” Trangucci added he was not 
in favor of nor did he want to see Forest 
city residential project come to fruition. 
he further stipulated that the council had 
removed all the costly mandates from the 
GreeNr plan.

When Tocci began his talk he stated 
that one thing that galled him was that 
with Forest city residential and other 
developers’ preference for building mostly 
residential to the exclusion of integrating 
commercial property development 
revealing the council’s policy leanings 
toward housing.

summarily dismissed in these discus-
sions is the sewage treatment plant 

which is operating over its capacity. The 
downtown is congested and is devoid of 
sufficient parking and density has become 
overwhelming. even so, most developers 
still suggest having only one parking space 
per apartment unit. For 20 years we have 
had the wrong policy: “housing, housing, 
housing.” Tocci suggested watching the 
film, “Field of dreams,” (If you build 
them they will come.)

Tocci’s vision was to build a store 
“with lots of parking.” cross county 
in Yonkers, he continued, was the first 
outdoor mall in the country and people 
feel safe there because they can see other 
people. contrasting White Plains which 
has 56,000 people to New rochelle 
with 77,000, Tocci said White Plains 
receives $125 million in sales tax, but 
New rochelle has so much less, $23 
million. “homeowners are paying for all 
the services in New rochelle,” adding, 
“unless New rochelle goes on an aggres-
sive campaign, we will get astronomical 
tax increases.”

Mayor Bramson wants to reassess 
but he felt people should be encouraged 
to file certioraris. The New rochelle 

democrat majority on the city council 
have “urbanized the suburbs” and after 
four years, Forest city residential has 
no environmental statement. Tocci, 
who is the co-chair of save the Armory 
committee, continued, “Now they have 
suggested a modified plan using only 
property owned by the city including the 
Armory and city Yard.” Tocci recounted 
how New rochelle misused the Armory, 
and that Forest city residential has yet to 
propose the best use of the Armory and 
the waterfront property. “I am ashamed 
and embarrassed with the council that is 
so amateurish. People have to wake up.”

John d’Alois added that Forest 
city residential needed to be exposed 
asserting Bramson took campaign money 
from this developer’s family. Tocci added 
you would think the council would do 
something special on the waterfront such 
as boutiques and restaurants which would 
generate some taxes. Mayor Bramson 
voted for all this development during his 
term of office, then added, “Make sure all 
council persons are held accountable.”

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer, and a 
former educator.

 SPORTS

Holding several hundred pounds of iron over his head. 
Olympic weightlifter Jeff Scott keeps a close eye on the bar.

Jeff Scott’s 2010 Weightlifting Competitions
(date / Meet / Location / Placement)
Jan 16 / Fdu Open / Madison, NJ / Fifth
Mar 20 / Larry Mintz Memorial* / rego Park, NY / Third  
Apr 1 / National Masters / rego Park, NY Third  
May 1 / rudy sablo Memorial* / Garden city, NY / second
Jun 20 / Pan-American Masters / Montreal, canada / second
Aug 1 / connecticut Open / stamford, cT / First
sep 25 / Joe rollino Memorial NY city 
Open / rego Park, NY / First
Oct 20 / Metropolitan championships* / rego Park, NY / second
Nov 7 / American Masters / savannah, GA / First
Note: An asterisk (*) indicates an open meet.

A Year in the Life of an Olympic Weightlifter

Making Sure All Council Persons Are Accountable
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Japanese Problems 
Fuel Skepticism

All six nuclear reac-
tors in the New York/ 

New Jersey metropolitan area are oper-
ating “in a manner that preserved public 
health and safety” and therefore will receive 
the minimal oversight during the coming 
year, the Nuclear regulatory commission 
declared in its annual assessment.

In separate reviews, the Nrc 
concluded that New Jersey’s hope 
creek, Oyster creek, and twin salem 
Generating station plants and the two 
Indian Point plants on the hudson river 
just south of West Point “met all corner-
stone objectives.” Those assessments put 
all of the region’s nuclear energy sites 
among the top echelon of safely oper-
ated plants among the 104 reactors in the 
nation’s nuclear fleet.

But the assessment comes amid 
growing challenges by civic groups, state, 
and federal agencies to the operation 
of some of these plants and the Nrc’s 
reactor oversight process. In addition, the 
ongoing, metastasizing nuclear disaster 
in Japan affecting six, American-made, 
nuclear reactor complexes has raised 
doubts about the assurances of safety from 
the industry and regulators that such a 
catastrophe could not happen here.

“The Nrc has already relicensed 62 
of the nation’s 104 reactors,” said david 
Lochbaum, nuclear safety engineer with 
the union of concerned scientists during 
one of the daily briefings on the implica-
tions of the meltdowns in the Fukushima 
nuclear complex. “And because of that, it 
is very difficult for the Nrc to impose 
new standards because they have already 
approved more than half the plants in 
the united states and that inertia pretty 
much makes them stay the course.

“Otherwise, there is an indication that 
they may have been wrong in the past. 
The agency hates, more than anything in 
the world, to suggest that it might have 
been wrong in the past. so they would 
rather continue down the wrong path 
than admit that they were on the wrong 
path in the first place.”

In the wake of the terrorist attacks 
in september, 2001, the Nrc began 
a review of safety systems and security 

issues which might protect critical plant 
operations in the event of an assault or 
natural disaster. But the recommenda-
tions were not produced until 2003, and 
these were voluntary. rather than spend 
the money to upgrade, the recommenda-
tions were widely ignored, and the Nrc 
turned them in to formal rules in 2009. 
These improvements included require-
ments for spare backup diesel generators 
and batteries to provide power in the 
event of a station blackout.

But according to the Nrc, 62 nuclear 
plant operators applied for, and received 
exemptions to the regulations so they did 
not have to spend the money – including 
all six regional nuclear power plants. And 
even if spare generators and batteries are 
available, the spent fuel pools are only 
designed to run off power from the grid 
– they cannot use the spares.

That is of particular concern because 
the spent fuel pools hold more radioactive 
material than the operating reactors and, 
if the water drains, would produce more 
radioactive fallout. In addition, the spent 
fuel pools in pressurized water reactors 
such as Indian Point are in warehouse-
type structures rather than concrete 
containment buildings.

When informed at a press confer-
ence that officials from entergy are 
claiming that the backup systems at 
Indian Point would prevent their spent 
fuel pools from overheating Lochbaum 
retorted: “have you ever seen the movie 
Pinocchio? Because that’s a bald-faced 
lie. They should know better than to say 
that because it happened at Indian Point 
in August, 1999. They had a problem that 
caused them to be disconnected from the 
electrical grid. The batteries lasted for 
seven hours, and then they were depleted.

“since lightning already struck at 
Indian Point, it seems a little bit fool-
hardy for people to claim it will never 
happen again. And the Nrc fined them 
$210,000 for bad maintenance. I doubt 
that they could have forgotten such a bad 
event in their history so quickly.”

In the wake of the Japanese drama, 
assurances that the plant’s operation and 
the Nrc’s reactor Oversight Process are 
effective have been questioned –

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9
especially in New Jersey where the twin, 
General electric, boiling water reactors 
at salem are identical to those melting 
down in the Fukushima nuclear complex. 
In New Jersey, questions have been raised 
from the state house to the court house.

Governor christie appointed a 
Nuclear review Task Force last week 
to assess the operations and emergency 
plans for the four reactors based in the 
state. The Task Force is comprised of the 
heads of the state Police, state Office 
of homeland security, state Board of 
Public utilities, and department of 
environmental Protection. They will be 
assisted by the plant operators, but will 
have no input from nuclear critics or 
watchdog groups.

Norm cohen, head of the civic 
uNPLuG salem group, said “There 
appears to have been no effort or thought 
in bringing in experts from outside of the 
state to provide an unbiased review of 
safety issues at our four aging and vulner-
able nuclear plants. We also suggest that 
the panel hold public hearings at each 
nuclear site. If not, then this panel will 
just be a waste of taxpayer dollars.”

Larry ragonese, spokesman for New 
Jersey’s environmental agency, said the 
exclusion of critics in the task force did 
not mean that its work would be biased in 
favor of the nuclear industry.

“Of course the operators from 
PseG and exelon are going to have to 

participate,” ragonese said. “It’s their 
plant. We don’t have carte blanche to go 
into their buildings. But we will have our 
emergency experts and the nuclear engi-
neers on our staff involved.

“We are not going in there just to hear 
them tell us everything is fine. If you are 
foolish enough or pompous enough to 
think that you can’t learn lessons from 
what is happening in Japan then you are 
at fault. We are going out there with a 
complete open mind. We believe we have 
safeguards in place in case of an emer-
gency, but we will take one more look.”

The us court of Appeals in 
Philadelphia would like another look 
as well. The court was hearing a suit 
filed by the New Jersey environmental 
Federation challenging the Nrc’s deci-
sion to grant a 20 year license renewal to 
the Oyster creek Generating station.

Federation chair Janet Tauro said 
“We have been battling them for five 
years over the relicensing. It is a Ge, 
boiling water reactor such as you see 
at Fukushima, and the dry well, the 
containment that surrounds the reactor, is 
severely corroded. We were troubled that 
that corrosion did not raise a red flag with 
the Nrc. exelon failed to prove that the 
dry well could last another 20 years.

“Keep in mind that there are over 700 
metric tons of highly radioactive fuel rods in 
the spent fuel pool that sits right above it.”

They lost before the Nrc, and took 
their case to federal court. Kevin Pflug of 

the eastern environmental Law center, 
the Federation’s attorney, said the group 
argued that the Nrc acted “capriciously” 
to throw out objections to the license or 
thoroughly examine the issue of metal 
fatigue in the containment surrounding 
the ageing reactor.

“It’s a high burden to show that they 
acted capriciously”’ Pflug said. “They 
normally defer to regulatory agencies.”

But in a surprise move the three-judge 
appellate court panel, on its own initiative, 
issued an order March 21 that the Nrc 
“advise the court what impact, if any, the 
damages from the earthquake and tsunami 
at the Fukushima daiichi Nuclear Power 
station have on the propriety of granting 
the license renewal application for the 
Oyster creek Generating station.”

The agency has until April 4 to 
respond.

To the Nrc, this is unnecessary. 
Their assessments of the safety of the six 
plants, made by the Nrc’s division of 
reactor Projects, follows scores of indi-
vidual, special inspections held during the 
year at each facility to check everything 
from the management of radioactive 
waste and ageing infrastructure to the 
ability of plant operators to analyze the 
root causes of mishaps and shut downs. 
The plants were all rated “green” in the 
agency’s color coded assessment process, 
which was put into place a decade ago 
and replaced the adversarial regulatory 
system characterized by monetary fines 
for different levels of infractions.

Lochbaum, who was part of a panel 

appointed in 1999 by the Nrc to eval-
uate the pilot for the current reactor 
Oversight Program prior to its formal 
adoption, released a 10-year retrospec-
tive of the program just after the troubles 
began in Japan. Lochbaum found that a 
lack of resources is hampering the effec-
tiveness of the oversight process.

In each region of the country, he 
said, the Nrc only had enough staff to 
devote full attention to one or two trou-
bled reactor sites, while the majority stay 
on the “Licensee response” list, in which 
there is minimal oversight.

“Limits on Nrc inspection resources 
may play a role in deciding when plants 
are moved to and from the Licensee 
response column,” wrote Lochbaum. 
“When new problem plants emerge with 
problems that cannot be ignored, previ-
ously trouble-plagued plants may be 
suddenly cured and removed from the list 
of plants that require heightened Nrc 
involvement.

“And when trouble-plagued plants 
improve and move into the Licensee 
response column, freed-up Nrc 
resources may allow the Nrc to turn to 
other plants that were previously not on 
the list but whose problems the Nrc can 
now address.”

That is a juggling act, said Lochbaum, 
which will not always serve the public well.

Roger Witherspoon writes Energy Matters 
at www.RogerWitherspoon.com.

Feds Rate Region’s Nuclear Fleet “Safe”

$12 MM “Slippage”
At the last regular Greenburgh Town 

Board meeting, when I pointed out that 
Paul Feiner did not take up the then county 
executive’s offer to extend the lease on 
Westhelp for 10 more years, he glibly stated 
that he had “a letter” he “sent” to Mr. Andy 
spano (offering to take him up on his offer*.) 
The parenthetical phrase is my under-
standing of what he said in his letter based on 
his comment refuting what I said.

The contract extension would have 
generated $1.2 million dollars a year for ten 
years, or $12,000,000.

On 3/22/11 I submitted a FOIL to the 
Town clerk’s office requesting an electronic 
copy of Mr.. Feiner’s letter to Mr. spano 
regarding the Westhelp lease. On 3/29/11 
I was told that it would take 20 days (as 
opposed to the standard 5 days) to get me a 
copy of the letter.

In my world, a document generating 
$12,000,000 in revenue to an overtaxed 
Town with an ever increasing budget, would 
be readily available...if it existed.

Forest Gump might have said, “ glib is as 
glib doesn’t do.”

ed Krauss
edgemont NY

What is Happening in our 
Schools Today?

recently a former ramapo high school 
teacher ran afoul of the law by giving a sexu-
ally explicit book to a high school girl. The 
ex-teacher was arrested and charged withen-
dangering the welfare of a child, among other 
things.

Meanwhile, clarkstown high school 
students are reading a book that contains all 
kinds of sexually explicit episodes, including 
graphic depictions of heterosexual and 
homosexual encounters, forced oral sex, 
masturbation, and bestiality. But there is 
no outcry from the masses in clarkstown, 
because this book (which I will not name, to 
deny it undeserved publicity) is part of the 
high school english curriculum. According 

to the clarkstown schools supervisor, it was 
added in an effort to develop the students 
into well rounded citizens of a global society. 
Am I missing something here?

east ramapo health teacher diane 
schneider recently spoke on behalf of the 
National education Association (NeA) 
when she addressed the united Nations 
council on Women’s Issues. Ms. schneider 
spoke of the necessity of implementing 
mandatory classes for all middle and high 
school students to learn about oral sex, 
masturbation and orgasm, in order to shape 
them into well rounded, tolerant citizens. The 
NeA is undoubtedly working closely with 
our nation’s safe schools czar, a very deter-
mined official who is militantly pursuing the 
full spectrum sexualization of our children as 
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early as Kindergarten. Is the addition of this 
book to the clarkstown high school curric-
ulum part of a broader, nationwide agenda? I 
believe that it is. And it is shameful.

I’ll stipulate here that I am against 
banning books. And I am not necessarily 
against the behaviors depicted in this partic-
ular novel. But making it part of a school 
curriculum suggests societal approval and 
maybe even encouragement to a genera-
tion of minors who are mostly too young 
and immature to fully comprehend all the 
ramifications of engaging in these behaviors 
at such a tender age. can this be a reason 
we are seeing so many behavioral problems, 
including depression and attempted suicide 
among our young adults?

I attended high school back in the 
1970s, when schools taught the subjects they 
were originally charged to teach. even so, I 
remember multiple instances of open, frank 
discussions between teachers and students 
covering virtually every sexual situation 
depicted in this book. The vast majority of 
my generation grew into citizens who are 
very open, accepting and tolerant. hence, I 
would classify those old teachers’ efforts as 
successful. It may amaze many clarkstown 
residents to learn that those old teachers 
accomplished their objective without relying 
on a single pornographic prop. Are we to 
believe that the quality and abilities of today’s 
teachers have so degraded that they are no 
longer capable of accomplishing the same 
objective without having to rely on porno-
graphic props like this book?

In reality, we are witnessing an unde-
niable effort to destroy our society via the 
complete breakdown of its moral fabric. 
I attended a meeting last week where the 
book issue was addressed. I was astonished 
by the “useful idiocy” on display that night. A 
stream of high school students who are clue-
less about how they are being used proudly 
marched to the microphones and proclaimed, 
“What’s the big deal?? We’re doing all that 
stuff anyway!” Their parents sat in the audi-
ence with other adults, cheering them on! 
some even spoke in support of what the kids 
said. Anyone who dared to speak against the 
book was heckled.

All these proud global citizens need 
to revisit our unrevised history. Our nation 
is NOT a secular society. It was founded 
on Judeo-christian principles; it is upon 
these principles that our declaration of 
Independence and our constitution are 
based. If we lose our founding principles, we 
will lose our society. And with it will go our 
entire nation.

Parents, get OFF your duffs and take 
the responsibility that is yours as parents: to 
be the primary progenitors of this informa-
tion to your children. school officials were 
never meant to be the primary source in 
these matters. If you abdicate your responsi-
bility, you forfeit your right to complain when 
something goes wrong, or to place blame 
elsewhere when this nation that you purport 
to love ceases to exist.

As for our high school kids, if they want 
to read this stuff, fine. Let them do so on their 
own time. They should NOT be reading it 
during class, as part of a school curriculum.

This article represents the personal views 
of Jeanine Vecchiarelli and is not representa-
tive of any organization.

Jeanine Vecchiarelli,
West Nyack, NY

Carlos Gonzalez’s Prediction 
on Marriage Equality Bill

carlos Gonzalez’s prediction that 
passing a marriage equality bill would be a 
moral victory for republicans, and a finan-
cial loss for democrats is not only dubious, 
but misses the point. As Mr Gonzalez also 
stated, it is, indeed, the right thing to do.

eighty-nine years ago, the Nineteenth 
amendment to the united states 
constitution granted equal suffrage to all 
citizens regardless of gender. To claim that 
the genders are equal, and then to deny equal 
marriage rights to citizens of any gender, is 
intellectually and morally untenable.

If our society is unwilling to allow gays 
and lesbians to marry, then it might as well 
also revoke women’s suffrage.

eugene Batizat, M.A.
Yonkers, NY

Place Names in Westchester
I much enjoyed robert scott’s article on 

place names in Westchester in the March 
17th issue of The Westchester Guardian

There is a street in White Plains off 
rt. 22 and I think it runs past calvary 
Baptist church called Orawaupum street. 
somebody once mentioned that it signifies 
gold (ora) as waupum or a means of trade or 
exchange. I’m not sure I’m a hundred percent 
with that but what would be your “take” on 
that name?

changing subjects, although I’m not 
in a position to participate, I have in my 
years of driving around Westchester seen 
so many small cemeteries from past times 
that I thought it would be interesting and a 
good idea to start a Westchester cemetery 

conservancy whose purpose would be to 
notate the location of as many of these small 
and old cemeteries as possible, as well as to 
catalogue the names of those interred there.

What do you think?
henry Lawrence
New rochelle, NY

The Memory of Charles 
Lindbergh

The following is respectfully submitted 
for publication in reply to an Op-ed piece by 
ed Koch, which appeared in The Westchester 
Guardian on March 31, 2011.

Although I have previously agreed 
with ed Koch on many issues in the 
past, I am writing to object to his recent, 
shameful attack on the memory of charles 
Lindbergh. Lindbergh was an authentic 
American patriot, who made innumerable 
contributions to his country, both before 
and during the war. At no time, and in 
no way, did colonel Lindbergh “beat the 
drums of fascism,” support Adolf hitler, or 
blame the Jews of the world for the ills of 
the world. These disgraceful smears were 
the handiwork of Franklin roosevelt and 
his cohorts, principally harold Ickes. Why? 

Because Lindbergh was an articulate and 
outspoken opponent to roosevelt’s attempts 
to violate the u.s. Neutrality Laws. The 
Neutrality Laws were the law of the land 
and were widely supported by the majority of 
Americans right up until Pearl harbor. That 
never seemed to matter to Mr. roosevelt - 
the same roosevelt whose anti-semitism 
was manifested not only in his numerous 
ant-Jewish slurs, but in his callous indiffer-
ence to the fate of european Jewry under the 
Nazi regime.

repeating vituperative personal attacks 
against charles Lindbergh from seventy 
years ago like some left-wing sock-puppet 
doesn’t make them true.

I expect a higher degree of scholarship 
from Mr. Koch. If he wishes to educate 
himself on the subject, I can recommend 
an excellent volume entitled Lindbergh vs. 
roosevelt, by James P. duffy. he will find it 
enlightening.

John J. Timmel
Bedford, NY  

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

http://www.TheSteveHessTeam.com


Page 12 The WesTchesTer GuArdIAN ThursdAY, APrIL 7, 2011

Governmentsection

Mount Vernon, NY --- Mount Vernon 
Mayor clinton I. Young, Jr. presented his 
fourth state of the city address before more 
than 300 city community members, elected 
officials and dignitaries. Mayor Young, Jr. 
discussed his many accomplishments and 
plans for the future of the city of Mount 
Vernon during his fourth state of the city 
address.

Young said, “The great city of Mount 
Vernon is strong, and we are secure. We are 
strong and secure as a city, because we are 
strong, secure and united as a community, 
the Mount Vernon Family.”

The Mayor outlined his many successes 
in the areas of cost cutting measures, crime 
reduction, youth development programs, 
measures and economic development, 
including the 50 million dollar expansion of 
Mount Vernon hospital, the multi-million 
dollar Atlantic development and the 
opening of the horizon in Fleetwood. he 
extolled the leadership of many developers 
and business owners for their steadfast and 
lucrative investments in the city of Mount 
Vernon.

“development interest in the city of 
Mount Vernon is at an all-time high. From 

the south side to Fleetwood, from the 
West side to our industrial section, our city 
is appealing to investors and I have been 
inundated with expressions of interest from 
those who want to invest in Mount Vernon. 
We’re very fortunate to have exceptional 
partners who are dedicated to advancing 
commerce in our city,” said Mayor Young.

Young also expressed great pride and 
elation over the achievements of several 
Mount Vernon high school academic and 
athletic teams, including the New York 
state and Federation champion Mount 
Vernon Boys Basketball Team and spelling 
Bee winners who will appear in the national 
spelling Bee tournament in June.

Economic Development:
Mayor Young acknowledged the work 

of commissioner Mark Warren and the 
entire Building department for keeping 
pace with approvals and generating income 
with permits. Overseeing much of the 
economic development is Jeff Williams, 
our commissioner of Planning and 
community development for the comple-
tion of the Mount Vernon’s comprehensive 
or Master Plan by the end of the year.

he highlighted the vital work of the 
Mount Vernon chamber of commerce 
under the leadership of Frank Fraley and the 
African American chamber of commerce 
led by robin douglas. Both organizations 
play a significant role in the successful 
Mount Vernon Business expo, which now 
enters its third year on June 29th2011. The 
Mayor touted that Mount Vernon is the 

number one city in the state of New York 
for Black and minority owned businesses.

The Mayor also announced additional 
funding for the construction of Memorial 
Field, which will get underway this year. 
Memorial Field is projected to bring in 
tremendous revenue and jobs for the city 
of Mount Vernon. Last week, the city 
council approved bonding in the amount 
of about $1.5 million for Memorial Field.

The funding will cover:
• Field lighting
• An upgraded score board
• Away team bleachers
•  An additional ticket booth and 

concession stand
• satellite locker room and rest room

Improving Government Efficiency
The Mayor also announced that his 

administration has reduced non-personnel 
city expenses by over 12 percent from 
2009 levels. The city continues to make 
great strides towards making governmental 
operations more efficient and interactive. 
The Management services department is 
working to improve the technological capa-
bilities of city government and upgrading 
our document and asset management 
systems. One big step taken towards 
streamlining operations is the development 
of the online payment system for parking 
tickets. Also, coming this summer to Mount 
Vernon is a new interactive website.

 “We are achieving major success in 
the area of Information Technology. Our 
Management services department team 

have updated and saved tens of thousands 
of dollars on our copier contracts, acquired 
the ability to work from remote loca-
tions, enhanced vendor invoice tracking 
and strengthened procurement policies via 
enhanced technology,” noted Young.

Public Safety:
Young commended the Mount Vernon 

Police department and all emergency 
services for their diligence and profession-
alism. under his administration, Mount 
Vernon has increased the number of officers 
to the highest total this city has ever seen. 
In January 2011, the city swore in twenty 
one new recruits who will join the ranks of 
Mount Vernon’s Finest. The city has also 
combined the technology of shot spotter 
and community relations efforts in order to 
reduce crime.

“early on I partnered with New York 
city Mayor Michael Bloomberg and the 
Mayors Against Illegal handguns orga-
nization. earlier this year, I was invited to 
meet with him to discuss additional poli-
cies to curb gun violence in our nation. I am 
proud to report that in the fourth year of my 
tenure as your Mayor, crime has decreased 
every year that I have been in office and we 
no longer see people being killed monthly 
on our streets,” said Young.

The Mayor praised the hard work of 
all city departments, especially the Youth 
Bureau, Public Works, and the corporation 
counsel’s Office. New sweepers, sanitation 
trucks, fire apparatus and police cars have 
made a dramatic difference in the delivery 
of services in the city.

Young noted, “This capital investment 
will not only make our city cleaner, but will 
save our taxpayers money in terms of less 
overtime, repairs and fuel expenses. We are 
saving our taxpayers money!”

To read the State of the City in its entirety, log 
on to www.cmvny.com.

Mayor Young Delivers Powerful Fourth State of the City Address
“We’ve Come Too Far to Turn Back Now! Progress Continues!” 
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After a series of 
exchanges at a Board of 
Legislators committee 
of the Whole (c.O.W.) 
meeting this week, 

republican Legislators today called 
on the Board to condemn the political 
poisoning of the cseA lawsuit by 
chairman Ken Jenkins and level with the 
public as to whether they are on the side 
of the union or taxpayers in the lawsuit.

“The actions of chairman Jenkins 
are inexcusable,” said Legislator sheila 
Marcotte (r/c eastchester). “he has 
manufactured costly conflicts for the 
county Attorney and taken unilateral 
actions on behalf of the members of the 
Board, apparently without their consent, 
to join the cseA in suing the county. 
It is time for the democrats to tell the 
taxpayers if they are on their side or the 
side of the union, and whether chairman 
Jenkins speaks for them or they have 
voices of their own.”

On February 3, Jenkins created the 
conflict in the case – forcing the county 
executive to hire outside counsel at addi-
tional taxpayer expense – when he wrote 
to county Attorney robert Meehan in 
his capacity as chairman of the Board 
of Legislators and said: “We believe that 
there is indeed a conflict between the 

positions of the Board and the county 
executive with regard to this litigation… 
you are hereby directed to answer the 
Verified Petition [the cseA lawsuit] 
dated January 11, 2011 and to assert cross 
claims against the county executive.”

In the letter, Jenkins goes on to direct 
Meehan to contact the cseA’s attorney 
and set up a meeting with him and 
Legislator John Nonna “to specifically 
address the verified answer and cross 
claims.” For his part, Nonna disavowed 
any knowledge of the February 3rd letter, 
even after Legislator sheila Marcotte 
reminded him in the c.O.W. meeting 
that she had emailed him, and all of the 
legislators, a copy.

This week, Jenkins reversed course 
claiming the Board was now waiving any 
conflict in the case. 

To further complicate the matter, 
and to affirm the chairmans intentions 
of standing with the union, on March 
23, 2011 a verified answer was filed 
with the courts on behalf of the Board 
of Legislators, without authorization 
or a vote by the board,  which stated,” 
Wherefore, the board demands judge-
ment granting the Petition and other 
such relief as may be just and proper.” 

After a series of protests and 
numerous emails from several outraged 

legislators to the chairman,  a special 
meeting of the committee of the Whole 

was called which determined that the 
submitted answer would be retracted and 
amended. 

Continued on page 14

On March 31st, democrat Tom 
roach was elected Mayor of the city 
of White Plains. Mr. roach a nine year 
common council Member and council 
President became the acting Mayor 
of White Plains when Adam Bradley 
resigned under pressure following his 
convictions over domestic abuse. roach 
had been challenged by republican busi-
nessman and former New York Giants 
fottball giant Bob hyland and former 
councilman Glen hockley who ran on 
the People over Politics line. In a thirty 
day whirlwind campaign, the three candi-
dates participated in two debates and 
crisscrossed the city knocking on doors 
and calling potential voters.

While well liked and respected, 
hyland just could not overcome the 
overwhelming number of registered 
democrats who vote their party. Always 
the gentleman, hyland called roach to 
congratulate him on his win when only 
87% if the results were in. Mr. hockley, 
who ran as a write in candidate against 
Adam Bradley finished a distant third this 
time around.

While jubilant in his acceptance 
speech at The hudson Grille in White 
Plains, roach stressed that there was 
much to do and that this was the time 
to move White Plains forward after 
fifteen months of turmoil. roach’s first 
major undertaking will be the release 

and ultimate scru-
tiny of the upcoming 
budget. Like all 
municipalities, 
White Plains will 
be learning how to 
do more with less. 
roach will also 
be scrutinized on 
whether he and the council will be able 
to revise the city charter to prevent the 
removal of a mayor without intervention 
of the governor. Tom roach is also going 
to find a way to prove to the residents that 
they can trust and rely on their elected 
officials. however it is apparent today 
that those who live and vote in the city 

of White Plains trust roach’s experience 
and look forward to him getting the city 
back on track.

After a year where the city devel-
oped a serious image problem, it will be 
refreshing to hopefully have a govern-
ment that will put the best interest of it’s 
citizens first.

Tom Roach Officially Named Mayor of White Plains
By Nancy King

 GOVERNMENT

 LEGAL

Democrats Must Stand and Be Accountable to Taxpayers
By Jim Maisano
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 GOVERNMENT  THE FEINER REPORT

On Friday, April 15th 
from 8-10 AM there will 
be an important on site leaf 
shredding and mulching 
training at the Greenburgh 

Nature center, located on central Ave 
(99 dromore road).. Mark Gilliland, 
Irvington Green Policy Task Force, Tim 
downey, owner of Aesthetic Landscape  
care and Anthony Vulpone of A Vulpone 
Landscaping will meet with municipal 
dPWs, parks departments, school grounds 
maintenance staffs, conservation advi-
sory committees/boards, landscape and 
lawn care contractors to discuss why not 
mulching leaves on site is wasting time and 
money. The phone is 914-813-1812. Anne 
Jaffe holmes is coordinating this important 
event. her email is ajaffeholmes@green-
burghnaturecenter.org.

The Greenburgh Town Board has 
invited Mark & Tim to meet with the 
Town Board at our April 13th Town Board 
meeting at Greenburgh Town hall –begin-
ning at 7:30 PM (177 hillside Ave). They 
will demonstrate how easy the process is.

Leaves, which the town picks up in the 
fall and finishes cleaning up after the snow 
melts,  are a valuable resource that most 
homeowners let go to waste by having them 
blown into piles on the street, or raked into 
brown landscaping bags stacked curb-side, 
left for eventual town pickup. Leaf collec-
tion, hauling, and disposal is a huge annual 
cost to every municipality in our tree-lovely 

county!  Most localities spend six figures 
on leaf pickup.  Too often these curbside 
leaf piles spread out in the roadway, or 
the bags tip over, washing leaves into the 
street, clogging storm drains and making 
roads dangerous for driving.  Additional 
cost is thus incurred because these storm 
drains must be cleared to avoid flooding. 
Worse than this, as leaves sit on our streets, 
excess nutrients (natural “compost fertilizer” 
with phosphates and nitrogen) run off the 
decaying piles into storm drains and thence 
into our rivers. 

As a homeowner, are there options?  Is 
there a better way?  Whether you pay a lawn 
care service or do it yourself, the easy and 
cost-saving answer is: Leave ‘em in place!  

shredding your leaves where they are 
on the lawn, using shredded leaves as a 
winter mulch on landscape beds, collecting 
shredded leaves into compost piles, or 
simply leaving your leaves under the trees 
in wooded areas are all examples of using 
nature’s own method of turning old leaves 
into new soil.  

In these stressful economic times, the 
“Love ‘em and Leave ‘em” Initiative is not 
only “green,” it just makes cents!    For more 
information check out the Irvington Green 
Policy Task Force web page: www.irving-
tonny.gov/green.

We Invite You to Bid for Town Business
All rFPs are Now Posted on the Town 

of Greenburgh Website.
readers might be interested in a new 

initiative that the Town of Greenburgh 

has taken: We now post all requests for 
proposals and bids on the Greenburgh town 
website: www.greenburghny.com.

Members of the Greenburgh Town 
Board want to provide all contractors with 
the opportunity to bid for town business.
We’re looking for the best price, the best 
quality.  We don’t give preferential treatment 
to campaign contributors. In fact, the Town 
of Greenburgh’s ethics code PrOhIBITs 
elected officials from accepting campaign 
contributions from contractors who deal 
with the town.

If you would like your services to be 
considered by the town please check our 
Website. You can also email me at pfeiner@
greenburghny.com. We would be happy 
to add your name to our list of people 
who receive rFPs for specific services.  
It’s important to expand the list and to 
encourage competition among contractors.

Save the Date: Wednesday April 27 - 
Annual New Residents Reception

If you are a new resident of the town 
or are considering moving to the Town of 
Greenburgh- you’re invited to attend our 
new residents reception at Greenburgh 
Town hall from 6 to 7:30 PM. Free food 
donated by area restaurants is one of the 
attractions. You’ll have the chance to interact 
with officials, ask questions and tell us what 
you like or don’t like about the town. email 
me at pfeiner@greenburghny.com if you’re 
interested in attending this function.

Paul Feiner is Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Most Local Governments Can Save Six Figures if Residents Would Mulch 
Their Leaves in Place

Per New York state 
Law, all Villages were 
required to file a tentative 
budget for fiscal year 2011-

2012 by March 21st. The Trustees and I 
must then refine and adopt a final budget 
by May 2nd. during the intervening 
period, the Trustees will hold three work-
shops as well as a public hearing at the 
April 11th Trustees’ meeting to further 
review the numbers.

The following is a synopsis of the 

major budget items that will be the ulti-
mate financial drivers in the final budget.

To begin from the macro, the proposed 
tentative operating budget is $13,642,687 
which represents a $6,155 spending 
decrease from the current budget. unlike 
school districts which derive 100% of 
their funding from taxpayer dollars, the 
Village will rely on a revenue stream to 
fund $5,681,981 or 41.6% of the projected 
budget, a 2.4% decrease from the 2010-
2011 budget revenue amount of 44% of 
budget. so unfortunately, even if spending 
is trimmed or remains flat, the downturn 
in the economy has significantly affected 
our earnings on the revenue side.

The major factor in our decrease in 

revenue is the precipitous loss in income 
interest. As illustration, in 2006/2007, 
we had interest income of $287,800. 
This year we project $27,500 in interest 
income representing a 90% drop in just 
four budget cycles.

In addition, our aid from New York 
state has been decreased as well as our 
parking meter revenue. sales tax and 
mortgage tax revenues that dropped 
dramatically two years ago are not yet 
climbing back to anywhere near pre-
recession numbers.

conversely, our expenses continue to 
climb, especially the unfunded mandates 
from the state, in significant increments.

Continued on page 15
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The Tentative Budget
By Mary C. Marvin

Continued from page 13

under attorney ethics rules, the 
conflict created by Jenkins, commit-
ting the Board to the side of union in 
the lawsuit, is now “unwaivable” because 
the litigation has already begun. The one 
exception would be for the Board to join 
the county executive in his motion to 
have the case dismissed. 

“chairman Jenkins must be reminded 
that he is one of a 17 member Board and 
he speaks only for himself – until the 
entire Board debates an issue and takes 
a formal vote to establish a position. his 
actions on this lawsuit have been beyond 
his legal powers as chair and costly to 
taxpayers,” stated county Legislator Jim 
Maisano. 

It is time for the entire democratic 
caucus to come clean with the public as 
to what they knew and when they knew 
it with respect to the actions of chairman 
Jenkins. 

Two weeks ago, Majority Leader 
harckham claimed that the Board had 
taken no position on the case. did the 
democratic chairman of the Board not 
consult or inform the Majority Leader 
of the democratic caucus?  either he 
did and they consented to his directions 
to the county Attorney in the February 
3rd letter; or he didn’t and they should 
acknowledge that and tell taxpayers 
where they do stand on this lawsuit.

The lawsuit revolves around the 
county’s cancellation of a contract with 
the state to administer the section 8 
housing Voucher Program. The county 
canceled the contract in October because 
it was losing upwards of $1 million a 
year on it and was under no mandate to 
provide this service. The state has since 
hired a new vendor to perform the admin-
istrative work of processing the vouchers 
for this state and federal program and the 
transfer has been smooth with all of the 
people that receive the vouchers getting 
them as always. 

James Maisano is the Westchester County 
Board Minority Leader of District 11 repre-
senting the communities of Pelham, Pelham 
Manor, and New Rochelle.

Democrats Must Stand 
and Be Accountable to 
Taxpayers

By Paul Feiner

www.irvingtonny.gov/green
www.irvingtonny.gov/green
www.greenburghny.com
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Most Local Governments can save six Figures if residents Would 
Mulch Their Leaves in Place

Continued from page 14

The main driver in our budget – the 
elephant in the room – is our obligation to 
the state’s pension fund. unbelievably, it  
has increased 100 fold in just a decade and 
this year it will rise by a staggering 30% or 
$236,116 to $1,033,394. The increase in 
this one line item alone, all others being 
equal, equates to over a 3% tax increase. 
When you receive the next Village tax 
bill, 13% of your payment will go directly 
to the state pension fund. These numbers 
are clearly unsustainable going forward 
since every increase in spending of 
$76,400 represents a 1% tax rate increase.

In addition, health care premiums 
are projected to increase 14.8% from last 

year’s numbers. despite requiring signifi-
cant employee and retiree health care 
contributions in all our current contracts 
and shopping providers resulting in 
substantial savings, the Village will still 
spend $1.7 million to fund the health care 
plan in the new budget.

clearly, we need to continue to gain 
additional health care contributions in future 
contracts as this number, too, is unsustainable.

We continue to be mandated to pay 
the state over $20,000 as our share of the 
MTA tax levied by our Legislature on 
all employers in New York state. even 
though many, many connecticut resi-
dents use the Metro North system, only 
New York residents living within the 11 
county MTA region must foot this bill.

Our utility costs are also projected 
to increase significantly. electricity costs 

are projected to rise 9.5%, diesel fuel by 
34.8%, gasoline by 27.8% and heating 
costs by 35.7%.

To achieve two straight 0% tax 
increases in the last two budgets, we 
trimmed virtually everything we could 
and still provide the necessary municipal 
services. Library hours were reduced, 
capital projects eliminated, every contract 
with outside vendors was re-negotiated 
to achieve savings including health care 
providers, legal services, tech support and 
telephone services. In addition, staffing 
positions were eliminated. since 2008, we 
have eliminated seven staff positions or 
9.5% of our workforce. We now operate 
all facets of Village government including 
police, public works, sanitation, a court 
system, library and administration with 
just 67 employees.

Based on all of the above assump-
tions, the proposed tentative budget, even 
with a decrease in spending and 0% salary 
increases, assumes a 4.2% tax levy increase. 
To put in real numbers, on a Village home 
with a current tax bill of $30,049, $25,039 
goes towards the operation of the school 
and $5,010 to run the Village. With the 
proposed tax increase, the Village tax 
portion would rise to $5,378, an increase 
of $368.

This budget is by no means set in 
stone as the Trustees may make changes 
up until its final adoption. We will review 
every line in this budget in the coming 
weeks and we invite resident input on any 
of the budget items.

Mary C. Marvin is the Mayor of the Village 
of Bronx›ville.

The Tentative Budget
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Larchmont Board Retires Trustees, Ushers in New Generation
                 By Bary Alyssa Johnson
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Continued from page 15

open spot and says ‘Oh, I’ll just run 
into that store and buy something’.”

The mayor went on to say that the 
village wants a lot of turnover for parkers 
and voiced the desire to keep spots open in 
front of stores.

“shoppers tend to go to stores when 
they’re on an errand and an opportunity 
[i.e. a parking spot] exists,” agreed Trustee 
richard Ward.

Wrapping up the mayoral announce-
ments and moving on to Trustee reports, 
here are the upcoming events scheduled 
for residents of the village: On April 3rd, 
Friends of the Library are hosting a talk 
about the “Great Panic of 2008.” The 
following day, April 4th, the Villages of 
Larchmont and Mamaroneck and the 
Town of Mamaroneck, along with the 
school district will be speaking on environ-
mental toxins and their effect on children.

Also, with earth day coming up in 
April, now is the time when the village 
board considers where to plant new trees 
in the neighborhood. If you’d like a tree, 
the Board asks you to let them know. 
The environmental committee will also 
be “weeding our parks” and is asking for 
volunteers to help in the beautification 
process. Anyone interested in volunteering 
should contact the Village hall.

With regular business out of the way, 
the board readied itself for a transition as 
Trustees Ward and Anne McAndrews 
stepped down from their positions on the 
Board, making room for two new trustees 
who would be voted upon later in the 
evening.

“Being on the board is often a thank-
less job, but it’s a job,” Mandell began. 
“We know we won’t become President of 
the united states from here, we’re serving 
because we love this village.”

Mandell continued with a 
Proclamation for Trustee Ward, thanking 
him for playing an integral part on the 
board since he was voted in. he went on 
to proclaim not only st. Patrick’s day, but 
richard Ward day as well.

“It’s a bittersweet moment to give the 
last Trustee report,” Ward responded. 
“serving [on the Board] for four years is 
long enough to make a contribution and 
not too long to go stale.”

Ward went on to thank the current 
and past Board members that he’d worked 
with, along with other pillars of the 
community. Among them: Assemblyman 
George Latimer, who Ward continually 
looked to for insight and guidance. Lastly, 
he thanked his wife and children for their 
support.

“You can measure my public service 
in my kids’ Grade Point Averages,” Ward 
joked.

The mayor presented Ward with a 
plaque of appreciation and the Board 
showed their thanks with a special goodbye 
gift: a framed picture of Goodliffe Pond, 
donated by Jeffrey Friedman.

Next, Mandell made a second 
Proclamation for Trustee McAndrews, as 
he shook her hand and handed over her 
own plaque.

“I, Joshua L. Mandell, do hereby 
proclaim March 15th to be Anne 
McAndrews day,” he said. “Anne deserves 

a huge round of applause as we thank her 
for her exceptional contributions.”

McAndrews stood up to make her 
farewell speech, in which she thanked her 
husband and children, who were present at 
the meeting, for their support. To Mayor 
Mandell, she vowed a deep appreciation 
for his generosity and “little remembered 
acts of kindness.”

“When I was encouraged to run for the 
Board of Trustees, I have to say I had no 
idea what I was doing,” McAndrews began 
gracefully.” “Let’s just say I hope I was able 
to add something to our discussions.”

Trustee Marlene Kolbert gifted 
McAndrews with a framed black and 
white picture of the historic Village hall 
as Trustee Jaine eney added “You can take 
Anne out of Larchmont, but you can’t take 
Larchmont out of Anne.”

As the Board clamored to get a hold of 
their bearings, Mandell motioned to pause 
the meeting until 9:30pm, when the elec-
tion results would come in, announcing the 
Board’s newest additions.

upon receiving the results of the 
electoral race, Mandell announced Jerry 
Bernstein as Village Judge and Lorraine 

Walsh and John Komar as Trustees of the 
Board. each victor gave a brief thank you 
speech, as Walsh finished up by joking “I 
look forward to seeing what I’ve gotten 
myself into.”

Politicos Judith Myers, county 
Legislator, and state Assemblyman 
George Latimer joined the rest of the 
welcoming committee to offer support to 
the victors.

“congratulations to the three of you, 
you’re going to love it,” Myers said. “You’ll 
be working to make life as good as it can be 
for the people.”

Latimer continued, “congratulations 
on your victories, I wish you the very best,” 
he beamed. “For anyone who has ever 
run for office…it’s a responsibility and an 
honor.”

Trustee McAndrews followed up with 
a quote from rudyard Kipling. “If you can 
keep your head when all around you are 
losing theirs, you can say you’ve become a 
locally elected public official.”

Meeting adjourned.

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmo›nt, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Larchmont Board Retires Trustees, Ushers in New Generation

When I was growing 
up on the Lower east 
side of Manhattan, there 
was an area, about half a 

mile downtown from me, known as “The 
Bowery.” One of the most elegant areas 
of the city during the 1800s, by 1900, the 
Bowery devolved into low-rent concert 
halls, flop houses, beer gardens, brothels 
and streets that became the living quar-
ters for hundreds of people with no visible 
means of support. These days, people in 
those circumstances are called “homeless” 

or “temporarily unsheltered.” In 
those days they were known as 
Bowery Bums. The word, bum, 
simply refers to someone who 
refuses to work and tries to live off 

of others. Those who either chose, or were 
thrust into such penury, were also called 
beggars and tramps. such references were 
made during a time in our history when 
euphemisms were rare.  

Today, there are euphemisms for 
just about every activity that, if given the 
specific title, would be deemed offensive 
to civil discourse, also known as polite 
conversation. hence, in a continuing effort 
to soften our language and distort reality, 
we find words that make us feel better 
about who we are and how un-judgmental 

we can be. Those who are extremely over-
weight are not referred to as obese or fat. 
Instead, a man would be called heavy-set 
or husky, while a woman would be full-
figured. People who used to be called 
handicapped or crippled are now labeled, 
physically-challenged. The famous come-
dian, henny Youngman, told a joke about 
his brother-in-law who claimed to be a 
diamond-cutter. Later, it was learned that 
he was in charge of mowing the lawn at 
Yankee stadium. ed Norton, the famous 
sewer-worker from “The honeymooners” 
television show, introduced himself as 
“an engineer in subterranean sanitation.” 
employees are never fired from their jobs; 
they are “let go.” 

When I was a young lad, people who 
were physically attracted to the same sex 
were known as homosexuals. Now they 
are gays and lesbians. The late english 
author, Quentin crisp, who was openly 
gay, was also very open about the use of 
softened language. “euphemisms are 
not, as many young people think, useless 
verbiage for that which can and should be 
said bluntly; they are like secret agents on 
a delicate mission; they must airily pass 
by a stinking mess with barely so much 
as a nod of the head,” he said, adding, 
“euphemisms are unpleasant truths 
wearing diplomatic cologne.” In days of 
yore, we never even 

Continued on page 17

Euphemistically Speaking
By Bob Weir 
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Continued from page 16

heard of someone being able to 
change from one sex to another, but when 
it became surgically possible it was called a 
sex change operation. soon, the term was 
considered objectionable, so it became 
“gender reassignment.” Once upon a time, 
if you supported taking the life of a child 
in the womb, you were pro-abortion; if 
you didn’t, you were anti-abortion. Now, 
you’re classified pro-choice or pro-life. 

someone who has died is said to 
have passed away, bought the farm, given 
up the ghost, kicked the bucket, or, as 
the great shakespeare wrote in hamlet, 
“shuffled off this mortal coil.” When 
ending the life of a pet it’s called “putting 

him/her to sleep.” When the mob wants 
to put someone to sleep, they put a 
“contract” out on him. They don’t want to 
murder the guy, they want him “whacked, 
hit, taken for a ride, or fitted for a cement 
overcoat.” The bad guys don’t get sent 
to prison; they go to correctional insti-
tutions. In military terms, people and 
places, bombed out of existence have been 
“marginalized.” When innocent civil-
ians are killed during a war, it’s known as 
“collateral damage.” slums and ghettoes 
have been euphemistically excised from 
the language and reborn as economically 
depressed or culturally deprived environ-
ments. People who violate our laws by 
sneaking across our borders are no longer 
“illegal aliens,” they are “undocumented 
immigrants.” 

When taxpayers became aware of the 

term “earmarks,” which are pork barrel 
projects intended to benefit constituents 
of a politician in return for their political 
support, it became an epithet for wasteful 
spending. Therefore, it needed a new 
name, so it was magically transformed 
into “legislatively directed spending.” All 
of the foregoing is meant to be more than 
a linguistic exercise; it’s about questioning 
where we are as a society. It’s about our 
refusal to deal with reality, preferring 
instead to pretend that what is happening 
before our eyes can be creatively denied 
by the use of more “tolerant” language. 
In other words, if we can find a comfort-
able substitute for the truth, we can avoid 
facing it. This doesn’t make me sick; it 
makes me lose my lunch.  

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the 
New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which 

were performed in plainclothes undercover 
assignments. During his early years with 
NYPD, Bob earned a  Bachelor of Science 
degree, cum laude from New York Institute 
of Technology. He retired as a sergeant after 
supervising patrol in  Midtown Manhattan, 
the busiest precinct in the country.He would 
eventually move to Flower Mound, Texas, 
where he began a writing career that started 
about 12 years ago having  his first book 
published in 1999.  Bob went on to write 
and publish a total of seven novels,  “Murder 
in Black and White,” “City to Die For,” 
“Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly 
to Love,” “Short Stories of Life and Death,” 
and “Out of Sight,” are available at Barnes 
& Noble, Amazon.com, Books-a-million, 
and other major online book sellers. He also 
became a syndicated columnist under the title 
“Weir Only Human”.

This 
is the 
oppor-
tune time 
to reform 

the Legislature’s member item process. 
While this year’s fiscal crisis has precluded 
member items, officially known as discre-
tionary funds, in the 2012 Budget, member 
items will resurface when the state’s 
finances have rebounded. When that time 
arrives, we must have a system that is equi-
table to all communities and inspires public 
confidence.

The trouble with member items is 
not the funds themselves, but how they 
are distributed. Many organizations use 
member items for purposes that benefit 
their communities, such as a homeless 
shelter or senior citizen meals program. 
The process is flawed; the political party in 
power controls the distribution of member 
item funds so that the legislators in the 
majority party have a disproportionate 
amount of funds to dole out, despite repre-
senting the same number of New Yorkers. 
since there is no standardized criteria, and 
member items are wholly dependent on an 
individual legislator’s level of power and 
discretion—it often leads to conflicts of 
interest, and unfortunately, scandals.

We have introduced legislation (s1681/
A855) in the 2011 session that addresses 
the problems plaguing the distribution of 
member items.

The Galef/serrano legislation estab-
lishes a system that puts member item 
funding above politics, minimizing the 
possibility for corruption.

Our legislation eliminates the current 
system, which is based on legislator largess 
instead state agency staff expertise, and 
often benefits the larger, long-established 
organizations to the detriment of the 
smaller, newer ones. The current system is 
replaced with one ensuring that member 
items are distributed to community orga-
nizations based on the needs of all New 
Yorkers—not just those living in the 
districts of powerful legislators.

This legislation establishes compre-
hensive standards. even well-regarded 
non-profits could have administrative 
errors buried in their accounting books. 
Legislative Offices lack the staffing 
resources to properly vet every organiza-
tion submitting a member item request 
and therefore, are ill- equipped to find 
such errors. The legislation creates a pre-
clearance procedure through which the 
Attorney General’s Office verifies the 
legitimacy of each organization submitting 
a request. The new system also brings in 
the expertise of relevant state agency staff 
to assess each organization’s effectiveness.

This groundbreaking legislation 
requires the equitable distribution of 
member item monies to each legislator, 
regardless of political party. This would 
end the distribution of discretionary 

funds as a tool to win loyalty, ensuring 
that every district gets its fair share of the 
approximately $85 million that have been 
previously distributed in each house.

This legislation provides transpar-
ency and removes conflicts of interest. The 
senate and Assembly will post a list of 
member item recipients online prior to the 
passage of a budget bill—giving ample time 
for public review. It requires legislators to 
sign, under penalty of perjury, a statement 
disavowing any relationship between them 
and the member item recipient.

seventy-six legislators have signed onto 
this legislation, and good government orga-
nizations are supportive. citizens union, 
the League of Women Voters of New York 
state, and the New York Public Interest 

research Group have spent years raising 
public awareness regarding the problems 
with the member item system, and were 
instrumental in creating this legislation.

It is imperative that we restore public 
trust and help New Yorkers feel proud 
of their government. The passage of this 
legislation is an important step towards 
accomplishing that goal.

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef represents the 
90th District comprised of the communities of 
Ossining, Cortlandt, Peekskill, Putnam Valley, 
Philipstownm and Kent which she serves, 
while Senator José M. Serrano represents the 
28th District comprised of the communities of 
Manhattan and The Bronx.

Albany’s Recipe for Pork Needs Revising
By Sandy Galef and José M. Serrano
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The IMA contract for 
police services with the 
county of Westchester 
was a step forward toward 
consolidating government 

layers. however, those representing the 
Town of Ossining at negotiations acqui-
esced too much in order to rush this process 
through. This in turn left the Town vulner-
able because the legalities of the contract 
placed the county at the better end of this 
deal. here’s why:

Legal Contract: I voted “No!” to have 
the supervisor sign a faulty legal contract 
with the county for police services. While 
the county made out well, I place no 
blame on them. unfortunately no one 
was looking out for the Town. currently, 
the county uses our multi-million dollar 
Police Office for free and nowhere in the 
IMA contract does it guarantee Ossining-
only police work is being performed there. 
With no provision in the contract to guard 
against this the option for the county to 
legally use our Town owned building for 
county-wide police work at the expense of 
the Ossining taxpayer is a very large and 
realistic possibility.

The Proposal from June 2010 to 
contract with the county of Westchester 
for police services was met with great 
support from our residents and police 
officers. unfortunately, the fixed annual 
costs of providing the service from the 
proposal were changed so that the county 

can charge whatever they see fit every year 
and all they need to do is show a budget to 
the Town; this was not in the June 2010 
proposal residents supported.  

The fixed costs for gasoline and over-
time as seen in the June 2010 proposal 
are not in the IMA contract passed by 
the Town Board.  According to the IMA 
contract the county will change the 
costs every year, and the starting rate is 
not the original 2.1 million seen in the 
June 2010 proposal but now 2.38 million 
(plus $320,000.00 in bond payments 
annually for the police building) subject 
to increases. To conclude, this is not 
the proposal the public supported and 
wanted; it has changed drastically.  This 
is not what I voted for in september. This 
is not Washington d.c.; legislation of 
this nature should not be rushed through 
the voting body.  Legitimate legal issues 
such as building use, srO and detective 
positions, and annual payment caps to 
match the original proposal were raised 
by me but never taken up by the Town 
during contract negotiations. The school 
resource Officer (srO) is another avenue 
in which the Town is wasting money. The 
Town should ask the school district to 
compensate them for the srO, this is 
common practice in other areas of the 
county and makes sense- our srO serves 
students from Ossining Village, Yorktown, 
and New castle- all municipalities that do 
not pay for Ossining Town police services 

yet receive the benefit.
Robbing the Taxpayer of their 

Property: The state for the art, brand new 
Police Office is a major financial burden to 
the Ossining taxpayer. The continuation 
of NOT using this building and letting 
the county use it for free while the Town 
pays rent for our office space furthers this 
burden on the Ossining taxpayer. The 
Town of Ossining taxpayer currently pays 
over $130,000.00 for rent. The building, 
now used by the county for free, also costs 
Ossining taxpayers over $320,000.000 
annually. The fact that we now pay rent 
for our own Town offices and pay a bond 
for an empty Town owned Police Office 
lacks the logic and common sense most 
government officials should have. This 
senseless action jeopardizes the future of 
the Town of Ossining and its children 
as the building’s construction did to our 
Police department.

In addition to this financially irre-
sponsible decision to NOT utilize our real 
property while we pay rent for our Town 
offices another financially reckless situ-
ation is also occurring. By order of the 
Town supervisor the old police vehicles 
resulting from our police decision have 
been given to other Town departments 
(the Town Board was notified of the deci-
sion after it was made) instead of being 
sold to other Police departments. These 
cars were stripped, painted and retrofitted 
at taxpayer expense in order to be given to 

multiple Town department heads. One 
of these vehicles was given to a part time 
employee (non-emergency) as a take home 
vehicle. Another two have been given to 
the Ambulance Tax district. These two 
vehicles are town owned but now service 
two other municipalities in the Ambulance 
district. The Ambulance district has not 
paid for these vehicles and therefore resi-
dents of one municipality are paying for 
two vehicles servicing two other munici-
palities- this is not fair to the taxpayers 
of the town of Ossining who purchased 
these vehicles. There is no log of who uses 
them or when; no accountability factors are 
installed what so ever. Five thousand Town 
residents bought the cars and now pay for 
it to serve thousands more in other munic-
ipalities at the liability of the Town only. 
These cars are also still under the Town’s 
insurance and puts us at enormous risk 
should something major occur. The fact 
is that the supervisor gave cars from the 
Town government to another governing 
body (Ambulance Tax district). under 
NYs law this action requires Town Board 
authorization and formal resolution along 
with a majority vote of the Town Board- 
this never happened. This was a blatant 
abuse of power and the Town Board should 
act immediately to remediate this decision.

 Peter J. Tripodi IV is the Ossining Town 
Councilman. learn more about him online: 
www.PeterTripodi.com. eMail correspon-
dence can be direct to ElectPete@gmail.com.

Issues of Consolidation Efforts with the Town of Ossining and Westchester County
By Peter J. Tripodi IV

 OPED

 TRUTH AND JUSTICE

Condones Prosecutorial 
Misconduct

John Thompson was 
arrested for capital murder 

in New Orleans. At some point after that 
he was arrested for attempted robbery. 
Prosecutors calculated that if they could 
first convict him of the attempted robbery, 
he would be prevented from testifying at the 
murder trial out of fear that the prior convic-
tion would be brought up. Aided by a Brady 
violation consisting of hiding a swatch of 
clothing containing blood from the actual 
perpetrator as well as the lab report indi-
cating the blood type, he was convicted of 

robbery.
Then, with Thompson unable to testify 

in his own defense during the murder trial, 
he was convicted and sentenced to death. 
Within a month of execution, a private 
investigator was able to locate the lab report. 
Both convictions were overturned, and with 
Thompson testifying at the murder retrial, 
he was acquitted within an hour. All told, he 
served eighteen years in prison wrongfully, 
fourteen of which were spent on death row.

Thompson then sued dA connick 
for failing to train his prosecutors, and that 
such lack of training led to the evidence 
withholding and ultimately for his wrongful 
convictions, winning a $14 million award. 
The circuit court upheld the award in an 

eight to eight decision. connick appealed 
to the us supreme court, and on March 
29, 2011, in a five to four vote, the court 
ruled that the dA’s office could not be held 
responsible for failing to train prosecutors 
about their obligation to turn over excul-
patory evidence based on a single instance, 
thereby Thompson would receive nothing. 
Justice clarence Thomas wrote the majority 
opinion, in which roberts, scalia, Kennedy, 
and Alito joined. scalia filed a concur-
ring opinion which Alito joined. Justice 
Ginsburg wrote the dissenting opinion, 
in which Breyer, Kagan, and sotomayor 
joined.

The majority held that a district 
Attorney could not be held liable for “a single 

Brady violation;” that four other convictions 
reversed based upon Brady violations in 
the ten years before Thompson’s robbery 
conviction were insufficient to put the dA 
on notice that Brady was either not under-
stood nor being complied with because 
they involved different variations of Brady 
violations; that the prosecutor’s act of with-
holding was deliberate and therefore no 
amount of training would have prevented 
it; that law school was sufficient training 
for prosecutors that the dA was entitled to 
rely upon; and that Brady merely requires 
turning over exculpatory evidence and not 
merely evidence which, if tested, might yield 
exculpatory material.

Continued on page 19

U.S. Supreme Court Strips Nearly Executed Exoneree of Compensation
By Jeff Deskovic
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Analysis
I disagree with both the opinion of the 

majority as well as the outcome.
I take issue with the majority’s holding 

that Thompson’s claim is based upon “a 
single Brady violation.” As I see it, the act of 
hiding the blood swatch was one violation, 
hiding the lab report was another, while 
the continued suppression of both for five 
years once the other prosecutors discovered 
it was another instance, making it at least 
three. I also reject the attempted trivializa-
tion by the majority of the enormity of what 
happened in this case by means of focusing 
on the number of violations. In real life, 
the prosecutor hid evidence which if tested 
could have proven Thompson’s innocence, 
for the express purpose of not only wrong-
fully convicting him twice but very nearly 
executing him. even one instance should be 
enough to warrant both compensation and 
punishment.

Thompson should have won with his 
argument that district Attorney connick 
provided inadequate training to his 
prosecutors.

The four other convictions that were 
overturned based upon the “dissimilar” 
Brady violations were sufficient to alert 
dA connick that there was an actual or 
constructive pervasive Brady problem 
throughout his office, and that the prac-
tice was so persistent and widespread as 
to practically have the force of law. First, 
while Brady violations that go uncaught 
by the courts and defense attorney’s likely 
would escape notice, four reversals on Brady 
grounds were enough to make clear even 
to the most dense of observers that there 
was a big problem. second, the fact that 

connick did nothing after the reversals sent 
a clear signal to all in that office that they 
had a blank check to continue to commit 
violations. Thirdly, the fact that there was 
a written instruction circulated throughout 
the dA’s office on the subject of Brady 
directing prosecutors to “turn over what you 
have to turn over by law, but no more” could 
only have reinforced that conclusion. such 
an instruction reeking of such begrudging 
language could only be interpreted as 
encouraging bending and inevitably 
breaking of Brady rules. Fourthly, regardless 
of the differing types of violations, a Brady 
violation is a Brady violation.

Turning to the argument that the prose-
cutor’s actions were intentional and therefore 
no amount of training would have prevented 
it, while I agree that’s true, proper training 
might have prompted one of the other five 
prosecutor’s who knew about the violation to 
have come forward before they did far sooner 
than before the lab report was discovered 
with Thompson nearly being executed.

Law school is insufficient to teach 
prosecutors the law regarding Brady and 
thus obviating the need for Brady training. 
If it was sufficient, why is it that both dA 
connick and his assistants got the answers 
wrong when asked questions about Brady 
requirements? Furthermore, it is clear that 
if the head of the dA’s office and his two 
senior prosecutors did not understand 
Brady, there is no way that they could 
possibly provided sufficient training to the 
junior prosecutors.

I also disagree with the majorities defi-
nition of Brady material, to wit, evidence 
that is exculpatory, excluding evidence 
which, if tested, could be exculpatory. 
such a sleight of hand definition could 

only encourage prosecutors to refrain from 
obtaining test results in order to get out of 
turning over information to defense attor-
ney’s. such an approach reduces a trial from 
a search for the truth to simply being about 
winning thus setting the stage for wrongful 
convictions. Instead, the dissent’s position 
lends itself to accuracy: If it could be excul-
patory, turn it over.

Commentary
I believe in substantive justice which I 

define as outcomes that go right to the heart 
of an issue and can truly be said to be a just 
outcome given the facts, as opposed to an 
inflexible, uncaring framework that elevates 
procedure over justice leaving the average 
onlooker dumbfounded at the utter lack of 
common sense and fairness. After all, the law 
was made for man, not the other way around.

Given that Thompson served eighteen 
years in prison and was very nearly executed, 
clearly he deserved compensation. There is 
no amount of money that could ever make 
that up to him or to his family. For the us 
supreme court to render a decision leaving 
him with no compensation is morally wrong. 
surely one does not need a law degree or 
years of legal training to see that.

Therefore, even if the supreme court did 
not agree with the arguments his attorney’s 
advanced in order to win the compensa-
tion, they should have overruled the lower 
courts rationale while concurring with the 
result. Those familiar with reading legal 
opinions know that there is a such thing as a 
reviewing court deciding a case by “dissenting 
in opinion while concurring in result,” and 
a court overturning the prior ground by 
which the court below them decided a case 
while still ruling for the winning party on a 
different basis. such a decision in this case 

would have been a step towards restoring 
confidence in the court system that parties 
wronged by authorities can turn to them for 
redress, instead this ruling demonstrates all 
too clearly it is a system that is rigged in favor 
of authorities. heads law enforcement wins, 
tails wronged citizens lose. When justice 
does occur in the courts, it is still because of 
the system, but despite it.

rather than celebrating their victory, the 
state of Louisiana should step up to the plate 
and voluntarily compensate Thompson. 
While they are at it, they should pass a 
law allowing all of their exoneree’s to seek 
compensation under state law.

This case illustrates the need for incar-
cerative as well as financial penalties for rogue 
prosecutors who engage in clear cut, inten-
tional misconduct. connick and his assistants 
used the legal system to pull off a kidnapping; 
while also using it to try to execute him. What 
if the average citizen committed kidnapping 
or attempted murder? Would there be an 
incarcerative penalty? Why should there not 
be for these prosecutors? Is it somehow less 
egregious that they did so in a courtroom 
while also using flowery talk as an attempt 
to make it look more dignified? Or is it that 
the law is intended for some but not others? 
Not only should they be punished, but they 
should also have immunity stripped thus 
enabling them to be sued personally.

Turning to Thompson’s lawyers, it 
appears as though they did not assert all of 
the grounds that they could have. Although 
without question connick did not adequately 
train his office, he also failed to supervise 
them. This argument appears not to have 
been made.

Jeffrey M. Deskovic is a Criminal Justice 
Advocate and Exoneree. To learn more, wist his 
website: www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.

communitysection

deep down a small 
voice was trying to get 
me to keep awake, keep 
my eyes open, get out of 

the chair and move! I tried to remember 
the old maxim: move a muscle, change a 
thought. The anxiety kept pounding in my 
head and chest. My heart felt ten times its 

size and weight. Thoughts focused on one 
fear, overwhelming all other sensations, 
blocking any chance that a pleasurable 
thought or distracting thought could 
evolve and relieve the stress. struggling, 
with my feet unsteadily planted on the 
floor, I moved slowly to retrieve my jacket.

upon reaching the front door and 

getting into the night air, the battle was 
slowly waged. My legs, my whole body, 
felt like I was walking through chest high 
water. Feeling unsteady and awkward, the 
fresh air helped a little. A casual conver-
sation with a neighbor and a small snack 
purchased from the corner gas station 
brought more relief. Other, more positive 
thoughts were able to gain ‘space’ in my 
mind. slowly, the tools taught in therapy 
were remembered and applied. I was able 
to mentally rebuild a small foundation of 
security and redevelop inner strength and 

the sense of self. As one obsessive thought 
of fear subsided – more positive affirma-
tive thoughts coalesced.

Fortunately, severe anxiety attacks 
are very rare. unfortunately, I do not 
remember the issue or the trigger(s) that 
set the anxiety into play. remembering 
the trigger or issue would aid in hopefully 
blocking future occurrences. I was lucky 
enough to have the attack occur at home, 
a place where I was able to get about, 
move, find something to do, etc.

Continued on page 20

Anxiety, Pain and Faith
By Glenn Slaby

U.S. Supreme Court Strips Nearly Executed Exoneree of Compensation

www.JeffreyDeskovicSpeaks.org.
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Continued from page 19

sometimes these overwhelming 
thoughts occur while in a car or a theater 
– a place where physical mobility is not a 
possibility.

At the other end of the spectrum, 
with my type of mental dysfunction, 
when I am not deeply focused on a single 
positive or negative calamity, my brain 
floods with innumerable thoughts and 
images. Like most minds, however, mine 
does not seek out thoughts of things to 
do, to read or listen, accomplish, etc., 
but “picks up” on medical uncertainties, 
doubts, and ‘what if ’ scenarios. Thoughts 
come as I am walking, shopping, in the 
middle of conversations, and some-
times in my dreams. Mornings can be 
the most disconcerting, as these images 
and thoughts may occur during those 

moments between sleep and being fully 
awake.

There seem to be triggers everywhere. 
Like a July Fourth sparkler, in a room of 
old dried up newspapers, thoughts fly 
out hoping to ignite and create a new 
wave of anxiety and fear. As quickly as 
they come, I try to remember and apply 
skills learned through numerous therapy 
sessions. distracting techniques is one 
method. Another is mindfulness which is 
to be fully aware and focused in the now 
and present, no matter what is happening, 
from talking to eating, from walking to 
working. In that way, I learn to concen-
trate on that moment and that moment 
alone. using a computer helps me. so 
does reading, music, jigsaw puzzles, and 
kit models. (Television may not be the 
best place to escape, with its sometime 
violent images and focus on the latest 
diseases. In our secular society, commer-
cialism consistently tells us what to fear. 

The communication medium is paid to 
sell this fear and sense of uncertainty for 
there is profit for those items that suppos-
edly bring wellbeing.)

This mental pain and anxiety makes 
me, and all who suffer, feel detached and 
so alone in a world of electronic commu-
nications and gadgetry where everyone 
else appears to have found “it,” the key 
to happiness. My illness “squeezes out” 
thoughts of that which makes us what we 
are -- spiritual beings with an immortal 
soul that can love and be loved.

As a roman catholic, I enjoy the 
intricacy of the Faith: the sacraments, the 
duality, contradictions and mystery, the 
concept of saints and sainthood, as well 
as Purgatory, Transubstantiation, some 
private revelations, the Apparitions of 
the Virgin Mary and the Trinity. Faith, in 
its simplest meaning, offers purpose and 
comfort with the special blessings and 
gifts of joy, pleasure and kindness. Faith 

also takes practice, effort and discipline 
and the acceptance that we will never 
know why awful things happen.

I fear that there will be much pain 
and frustration that accompanies growth. 
I fear that there will always be too much 
focus on what the tomorrows may bring. 
I wish for some answer when thoughts of 
faith disappear and evaporate in our clut-
tered culture and when my fragile mind 
switches to the gear of fear, loneliness, 
doubt and sometimes terror. I wish there 
was a ‘Turn on the Faith” button when 
rough waters occur.

Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. A 
former accountant with an MBA, Glenn 
suffers from mental illness. He writes part-
time and works at the New Rochelle Public 
Library and at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Harrison, New York, where he receives 
therapy.

 CURRENT COMMENTARY

except for housing, much of the 
American economy is slowly but steadily 
recovering from the recession that began 
more than three years ago. The housing 
sector might be recovering by this time 
too, if we had not tried so hard to help it.

The centerpiece of those efforts was 
the first-time homebuyer credit, enacted 
under the George W. Bush administra-
tion in 2008 and expanded in the first 
months of the Obama administration 
in 2009. It was ultimately increased to 
$8,000 and extended to include many 
people who already owned homes, but 
who signed contracts to buy a new prin-
cipal residence through April 2010. All of 
this was an attempt to drum up activity in 
the home market.

It succeeded in making the market 
more active, but not in making it any 
healthier. After $22 billion in fruitless 
federal spending, the housing market is 
about where it was in the depths of the 
downturn. The standard & Poor’s/case-
shiller index of property values in 20 
cities fell 3.1 percent from January 2010, 

Bloomberg reports – the biggest year over 
year decrease since december of 2009. 
rising foreclosures and falling consumer 
confidence mean prices probably won’t 
rise any time soon.

housing starts are, unsurprisingly, 
down as well. It’s not hard to see why 
developers would hesitate to build new 
projects in this climate. New home sales 
are at their lowest point since record-
keeping began almost 50 years ago, 
according to MsNBc. Though a recovery 
will come eventually, the signs all point to 
a long, chilly wait.

Not everyone is surprised. As I 
have discussed before in this space, the 
homebuyer credit was, for the most 
part, a bonus to those who would have 
purchased homes anyway rather than an 
incentive to those who would not have 
otherwise bought. The government, by 
paying people to do what they would 
have otherwise done, artificially sustained 
demand by dragging future purchases to 
the present. Buyers moved existing plans 
forward to take advantage of the credit 

before it ended last summer; we’re now in 
the gap where that demand would have 
been.

Prices have fallen back to where they 
were, or even farther in some places. The 
s&P/case-schiller index indicated that, 
in 11 cities, prices are at their lowest levels 
since the initial housing bust.

If the government had left the 
housing market alone, a few things would 
be different. First, we would have saved 
$22 billion in federal debt. second, prices 
would have probably fallen further sooner, 
which would have enabled many buyers 
to pay something close to the same net 
amount, since the lower prices would 
have offset the lack of the federal subsidy. 
Third, we would by now be much closer 
to the end of the housing slump, or at least 
past the worst of it, and thus be closer to a 
sustainable turnaround.

The Obama administration continues 
to make the situation worse, even after the 
credit’s expiration, by doing what it can 
to keep the brakes on the foreclosure rate. 
Leery of sanctions and regulators’ scru-
tiny, banks are hesitant to foreclose. Fewer 
properties are making it to market as a 
result. The Financial Fraud enforcement 
Task Force, which Obama established, is 
pressing hard to find any hint of wrong-
doing in the foreclosure procedure, 

leaving banks understandably slow to act.
While keeping people in their homes 

is superficially appealing, the Obama 
administration continues to miss the 
deeper point. There are still families 
and individuals in houses that they can’t 
afford. until the process of default and 
foreclosure is allowed to run its course, 
recovery will be limited, because those 
homes won’t go to people who are willing 
and able to pay for them. Artificially post-
poning the worst of the housing crash has 
only succeeded in delaying the inevitable 
pain and the recovery that will eventually 
follow.

We should have left bad enough 
alone.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of 
Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-
only financial planning firm headquartered 
in Scarsdale, NY. The firm offers estate plan-
ning, insurance consulting, trust planning, 
cross-border planning, business valuation, 
family office and business management, exec-
utive financial planning, and tax services. 
Its sister firm, Palisades Hudson Asset 
Management, is an independent investment 
advisor with about $950 million under 
management. Branch offices are in Atlanta 
and Ft. Lauderdale. Website:www.palisade-
shudson.com.

Leaving Bad Enough Alone
By Larry M. Elkin

Anxiety, Pain and Faith

www.palisadeshudson.com.
www.palisadeshudson.com.
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 THE SPOOF

Oprah Invites Her 
to Chicago

The snake captured 
the attention of the world when she was 
on the run for six days. But Thursday 
morning, she herself was captured when 
Bronx Zoo officials found her in a corner 
of the reptile house.

“I was hoping to see the world but 
never quite made it out of the reptile 
house,” the defiant cobra admitted to 

reporters, adding, “they say there’s no 
place like home, but it’s kind of boring 
here.”

Zoo officials have claimed that the 
cobra spent Thursday afternoon resting. 
Baloney!

An investigative reporter was able to 
sneak into the reptile house after hours 
on Thursday and score the first interview 
with the captured snake. The cobra told 
the reporter that she had been really busy 

all day working her cell phone, fielding 
offers from a variety of media outlets. 
she made a commitment to appear on 
“Oprah” in May and is looking forward to 
visiting chicago.

The snake’s agent is still working on 
deals for appearances on “Live with regis 
and Kelly,” “Good Morning America,” 
and “The howard stern show.” A TV 
movie is in the works, and she may publish 
her autobiography if she can find a suit-
able ghostwriter to do the work. she’s also 
considering an offer to appear in a new 
series for Animal Planet. Tentative title? 
“The Fugitive, 2011.”

The cobra claimed that her one 

big disappointment was that she hadn’t 
remained free long enough to slither over 
to Yankee stadium for Opening day. 
“I’m a big Yankee fan,” she confided, “but 
I was stuck watching the game on TV. 
Bummer!”

Gail Farrelly (www.Farrellysisters 
Online.com) writes mystery novels and 
short stories as well as Op-eds. she also 
publishes satire pieces (Gail Farrelly’s 
satire and parody stories) on Thespoof.
com, a British website. her latest mystery 
novel is Creamed at Commencement:  A 
Graduation Mystery. The first chapter is 
available on her website. Gail is working 
on a fourth mystery, The Virtual Heiress.

Missing Cobra Found at The Bronx Zoo
By Gail Farrelly

 TRAVEL

The epic landscapes 
of western Wyoming, 
surrounded by spectacular 
mountain ranges, represent 
some of America’s most 

iconic scenery. Jackson Hole has been called 
“the last and best of the Old West” and 
refers to the entire valley in which the town 
of Jackson is located. One of the alluring 
aspects of this valley is its close proximity to 
Grand Teton National Park and the vast 
Teton Wilderness – which is comprised 
of nearly 600,000 acres and is only a mile 
from the town of Jackson. Blessed with pris-
tine forests, sparkling lakes, and expansive 
meadows, the area is an absolute haven for 
outdoor recreation and adventure.

I spent an idyllic few days here last 
July when I attended the Annual Targhee 
Music Fest held at the Grand Targhee 
Resort in Alta, Wyoming, 47 miles outside 
of Jackson. What a long, strange trip it was….
and it was all good! shades of the ‘70s, the 
fest was a genuine love-in with a vast expanse 
of lawn stretching out from the stage strewn 
with tie-dyed revelers, hoola-hoop twirlers, 
frisbee throwers, all of us grooving in unison 
to music from psychedelic and chicano rock 
to Americana, reggae and hip-hop. The vibe 
was warm and Grateful-dead-y, the music 
top-notch, including the blues/rock based 
Grace Potter and the Nocturnals, a driving 
band from Waitsfield, VT. Grace’s voice is 
raw, raucous and reminiscent of Janis Joplin. 
happily, this group makes an appear-
ance again at this year’s 3-day 7th Annual 
Targhee Fest, July 15 to 17th. The lineup also 

includes Michael Franti and 
spearhead, sharon Jones 
and the dap Kings, Jason 
spooner and many other 
eclectic groups. The festival 
was picked by the New York 

Post as one of the top ten summer concert 
events because it’s laid-back, intimate and 
offers nearby mountain biking and hiking, 
not to mention the stunning setting in the 
shadow of the Tetons.

There are a number of fun festivals 
happening this summer in addition to 
Targhee: Jackson hole’s Old West Days, a 
Wyoming tradition, takes place on May 27. 
The motto “Jackson hole – The Last of the 
Old West,” applies to this happening, with a 
fabulous parade through the town, a famous 
shootout, and great food, including a Brew 
Fest. The Teton County Fair and Rodeo 
takes place on July 31 and the popular 
Jackson Hole Fall Arts Festival, with 
world-class installments of visual, contem-
porary, Western and Native American Art 
is held on september 8.

From rockin’ at the Festival, I went to 
rockin’ on my very own horse at the Moose 
Head Ranch in Jackson hole, located at 
an altitude of 6,870 feet and only 32 miles 
from Yellowstone. Kit and Louise Mettler 
davenport have run the ranch since 1973 
and dave and cathy edmiston arrived 
in 1976 and live on the ranch year round. 
Moose head is a small guest ranch which 
accommodates 40-45 guests in 13 cabins 
scattered among cottonwood, aspen, spruce, 
and pine. each rustic log cabin has its own 
deck or porch offering views of the Teton 
range, a private stream or a crystal clear 
pond.

One of the big draws of this ranch is the 
chance to have a morning and afternoon 

ride; in fact, you can ride all day if you like. 
The horses are hand-picked to carefully 
match one’s riding ability and the trails are 
in the spectacular Grand Teton National 
Park. One of our morning rides took us 
up a steep hill to the very crest where my 
horse, aptly named “dude,” paused, panting 
after the stiff climb. Our group gazed at the 
panoramic vista of the purple and white 
sawtooth Teton range, struck dumb by 
its majesty. Another time we rode through 
fields of brilliantly colored wild flowers and 
then, entering a huge, flat meadow, before 
us was a group of perhaps 100 or more elk, 
females all, with the exception of one stately 
male, its antlers spreading 6 feet across. Our 
wrangler motioned for us to be as quiet as 
possible. In that silent and tranquil space, 
the elk continued to graze unperturbed, 
allowing us to get some great photos. As 
the golden afternoon took on a purple haze 
and we headed back to the barn, a lone eagle 
swept low overhead as if biding us adieu. At 
that very moment I believe each of us knew 
that - as horseback riding goes - it will never 
get better than this.

some wise soul once said: “Take a girl 
and a boy to the beach and ask them ten 
years later the name of it; they will have 

forgotten. Take them to a ranch and they 
will remember its name and the name of 
their horse for the rest of their lives.” Moose 
head ranch and “dude” - I’ll remember 
you.

Photos by Michael Sloane and courtesy of 
Michael Sloane Photography.

Travel Editor, Barbara Barton Sloane is 
constantly globe-hopping to share her unique 
experiences with our readers; from the exotic 
to the sublime. As Beauty / Fashion Editor 
she keeps us informed on the capricious and 
engaging fashion scene.

A Hole Lotta Summer Fun
By Barbara Barton Sloane

Gate w/mountains in background: “Moose 
Head Ranch”

Canoe on water: “Snake River, Jackson Hole, 
WY”Head Ranch”

Essentials
Lodging, Jackson Hole & Vicinity
The Bentwood Inn, Jackson Hole WY
www.bentwoodinn.com 
Teton Creek Condominiums, Alta WY
www.grandtarghee.com/lodging/vaca-
tion-condos/teton-creek/index.phy
Moose Head Ranch, Jackson Hole WY
www.mooseheadranch.com
Grand Targhee Music Festival
www.grandtarghee.com
Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce
www.jacksonholechamber.com

www.FarrellySisters Online.com
www.FarrellySisters Online.com
www.bentwoodinn.com
www.grandtarghee.com/lodging/vacation-condos/teton-creek/index.phy
www.grandtarghee.com/lodging/vacation-condos/teton-creek/index.phy
www.mooseheadranch.com
www.grandtarghee.com
www.jacksonholechamber.com
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 EYE ON THEATRE

call it excogitation. 
call it elucubration. call 
it rajiv Joseph’s Bengal 
Tiger at the Baghdad Zoo. A 

bizarre fantasy is fine as long as it has some 
sort of ultimate meaning. But this play just 
gets weirder and weirder as it goes along, to 
end up as a shaggy tiger story.

Well, perhaps not so shaggy. Actually, 
the Tiger looks exactly like robin Williams 
with a short grizzled beard and in derelict 
drag. The author wants him “past his prime, 
yet still tough. his language is loose, casual, 
his profanity is second nature.” It is 2003, 
Iraq at war, Baghdad on fire. The Tiger 
is in a cage, guarded by two American 
soldiers, Tom and Kev, who squabble and 
horse around. The Tiger pontificates, but 

when Tom tries to feed him, bites off his 
hand. Whereupon Kev shoots him dead 
with the gold-plated gun Tom confiscated 
from uday hussein, when Tom and some 

other American soldiers killed him and his 
brother Qusay, saddam’s sons.

Whereupon the Tiger becomes a 
ghost, wandering through Baghdad and 
philosophizing—death, it turns out, makes 
you omniscient. uday’s untamed ghost 
appears with his brother’s head in a bag 
and talking to it. When Kev, as a tribute to 
Tom, chops off his own hand, which proves 
fatal, he too turns into a polymathic ghost. 
Later we also get an old Iraqui woman, 
leprous and with stomps for hands.

The scene is mostly a topiary garden, 
where Musa, formerly uday’s gardener 
(and the play’s real hero), has beautifully 
sculptured in shrubbery a zooful of exotic 
animals, one of which has lost its head 
in the script, though not onstage. Their 
lovely green has begun to dry into brown, 
and Musa has become an interpreter for 
the American army. From uday’s all-gilt 
palace, a golden toilet sea turns up and, 
like the golden gun, keeps changing hands, 
at least those that haven’t been chopped 
off. Tom’s new shiny, prosthetic right one 
seems to smell of milk and he cannot 
masturbate with it (with the left, it never 
worked). so he pays a young prostitute 
to stand behind him and masturbate him 
with her right.

The young girl may be, or may turn 
into, Musa’s teen-aged sister, hadia, whom 
uday has raped and bloodied, and whom 
the ghost uday will rape again even more 
brutally when they meet in the topiary 
garden, and he challenges Musa to watch. 
uday is delighted that Musa killed with 
the golden gun Tom, who had killed him. 
Why did the peace-loving Musa kill Tom? 
Because they were in the desert and the 
sun was setting. Musa has even been taken 
for God by some, which he vehemently 
denies.

If this, coming at you pell-mell in the 
above paragraphs, as it also does onstage, 
feels both unsettling and incomprehen-
sible, be sure that Joseph wants it so. If 
there is a linking thread in the story, it 
is the search for God by both the ghost 
Tiger and Kev’s ghost. The latter asks, “so 
what happens now, God? What happens 
now that I am intelligent and aware and 
sensitive to the universe?” The Tiger, who 
has been munching on a bloody carcass, 
replies, “I’ll tell you what happens: God 
leans down just close enough and whispers 
into your ear: Go fuck yourself. And then 
he’s gone.”

Joseph’s imagination is vivid—the 
whole thing is based on a newspaper item 
about a tiger escaped from the zoo and shot 
on a Baghdad street—but, unruly, it doesn’t 

add up.surreal, yes, but suggestive of what? 
symbolic, perhaps, but symbolizing what? 
Attention-grabbing, certainly, like another 
Joseph play, Gruesome Playground 
Injuries, earlier this season, but equally 
pointless. There is humor, mostly dark, 
scattered throughout, but also rape, muti-
lation, and blood flowing or oozing from 
several characters, so not really comedy. Yet 
not tragic either, because, with the possible 
exception of Musa, the characters do not 
involve us enough to care. There is even 
much dialogue in untranslated Arabic, 
alienating us even further.

This said, the production is impres-
sive. The remarkable derek McLane has 
provided some powerful Iraqui visuals, 
including a winning, even if withering, 
topiary bestiary. david Lander’s lighting 
adds visual spice everywhere. david Zinn 
has designed scrupulously authentic 
costumes, although he and Moises 
Kaufman, the effective director, could have 
come up with something more tigerish for 
Williams.

robin Williams, in his Broadway 
debut (not counting a fairly disastrous 
Lincoln center Waiting for Godot) is his 
customary saucily twinkly-eyed, brazenly 
inveigling self, managing to be simultane-
ously crowd-pleasing and ego-massaging 
as he saunters in and out, working up to a 
final imprecation of God: “God in a cage in 
a garden in a burning city. Ohhh . . . What 
a glorious sight!” he is backed up with 
expert support from Glenn davis (Tom), 
Brad Fleischer (Kev), hrach Titizian 
(uday), and, in the less grateful female 
roles, Necar Zadegan and sheila Vand. But 
the outstanding performance is the Musa 
of Arian Moayed, whose role requires 
extraordinary variety, which he delivers 
with exemplarily calibrated passion and 
eloquent understatement, including some 
very subtle facial plays for me.

John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg 
News. He reviews books for the New York 
Times Book Review and Washington Post. 
He has written profiles for Vogue, Town 
and Country, Departures and Connoisseur 
and produced 17 books of collected writ-
ings. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and 
has taught at MIT, Harvard University, 
Bard College and Marymount Manhattan 
College. To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Burning Not So Bright
       By John Simon

http://www.yonkersukranianfestival.org
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LEGAL NOTICES
Underhill Capital Advisors LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/3/2008.  Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to P.O. 
Box 785 Armonk, NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful activity.  

R Patisserie LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 01/27/2011.  Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 52 
Webster Avenue #17 New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Phyllis A. Patrick & Associates, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/30/2010. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 1717 Purchase Street Purchase, NY 10577. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Common Area Maintenance Solutions LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/14/2011.  Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to C/O United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.  Registered Agent: United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228

Mcbride Business Venture, LLC Authority filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/29/10. Office loca-
tion: Westchester Co. LLC formed in Wyoming (WY) on 
10/19/10. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Teton Agents, Inc. 575 S. Willow St, P.O. Box 
1226 Jackson, WY 83001. WY address of LLC: 575 S. Wil-
low St, P.O. Box 1226 Jackson, WY 83001. Arts. Of Org. 
filed with WY Secy. of State, 200 W 24th St Cheyenne, 
WY 82002. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of LINK NY REALTY, LLC, a domes-
tic Limited Liability Company (LLC).Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 3/07/2011.NY office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process to: C/O LINK NY REALTY, LLC, 51 
Rockledge Rd. #11C, Bronxville, NY 10708. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

Westchester Jewelers & Pawnbrokers, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/6/2006.  Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to Barbara Buoninfante 685 Esplanade Pelham 
Manor, NY 10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Icartridge LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/7/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC P.O. Box 333 
Hartsdale, NY 10530. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Blueluxe LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/9/2011.  Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to Joshua Friedman 25 
Lake St Apt 5F White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. 

Fidelity Tax Services LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 12/7/2010.  Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
64 Morningside Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. 

Eco-Mail Development, LLC Authority filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 3/17/2011. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
2/19/10 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to The LLC 38 E Lake Drive Katonah, NY 10536. DE 
address of LLC: 2711 Centerville Rd Ste 400 Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO 
Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Takeoff Dotcom NY LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 3/16/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 98 
Woodland Ave New Rochelle, NY 10805. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Main Street Medical Staffing, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2011. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
Craig R. Parker, Esq. 52 Main Street Bedford Hills, NY 
10507. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

PNC Realty LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/21/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 73 Rodman 
Oval New Rochelle, NY 10805. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

Glowspa LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/2/2010.  Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 38 B Parker 
Ave. Stamford, CT 06906. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

Lexington Capital Associates, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/14/2011.  Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC P.O. Box 376 Great Neck, NY 11021. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of a Proceeding under Article 6  FU No. 117336 
of the Family Court Act  Docket No. V-07474-10

ERENDIRA PEREZ,

Petitioner,    SUMMONS (Publication)  
 -against- 
ELVIS JIMENEZ, 
 Respondent

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
RESPONDENT: ELVIS JIMENEZ,

WHO RESIDES OR IS FOUND AT: ADDRESS UNKNOWN IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
TEXAS OR NEW YORK a petition under Article 6 of the Family Court Act having been filed with 
this Court requesting: SOLE LEGAL AND PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF THE MINOR CHILD, BARBARA 
JIMENEZ.

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 53 SOUTH 
BROADWAY, 4TH FLOOR, YONKERS, New York, on April 21, 2011, at 2 P.M. in the noon, of that day 
to answer the petition and to be dealt with in accordance with Article 6 of the Family Court Act.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, an inquest hearing will be held in your absence.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for your arrest.

Dated: February 21, 2011

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT: The foregoing summons is served upon you by publica-
tion pursuant to an Order of the Hon. Mary Anne Scattaretico-Naber, Judge of the Family Court, 
Westchester County, dated and filed with the petition and other papers in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Family Court, Westchester County.

Center Lane Hosts ‘Breaking the Silence’
White Plains, NY -- WJcs center Lane will host 

“Breaking the Silence” on Friday, April 15 at 4:00 PM at 
Memorial united Methodist church in White Plains. 
students involved in Gay straight Alliances (GsAs) in schools 
throughout Westchester are expected to gather for an afternoon of 
poetry, music, open mic and celebration. during the school day on 
April 15 many of these teens will be observing The day of silence, 
an annual event during which hundreds of thousands of students 
nationwide take a vow of silence to bring attention to anti-LGBT 
name-calling, bullying and harassment in their schools.

A program of Westchester Jewish community services (WJcs), 
center Lane is the county’s only community center for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, and questioning (LGBTQ) adolescents. For more 
information about Breaking the silence or center Lane, contact James 
stewart, Program director, at 914 358-1006 or jstewart@wjcs.com.

Learn more about the Westchester Jewish Community Services by vising 
the www.wjcs.com Website.   

 COMMUNITY

FREE Rabies Vaccinations for Dogs and Cats
One-day Vaccination clinic sponsored by the Westchester 

county health department
cortlandt Manor, NY -- The Westchester county department 

of health, in conjunction with cortlandt Animal hospital, will 
sponsor a free rabies vaccination clinic for the cats and dogs of 
Westchester residents on saturday, April 23.

The clinic will run from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at cortlandt Animal hospital, 1 dogwood 
road in cortlandt Manor. Appointments are necessary.  For an appointment or more 
information, please call cortlandt Animal hospital directly at (914) 737-3608.  

cats must be brought to the clinic in carriers and dogs must be on leashes. Aggressive 
dogs must be muzzled.

Classified Ads
Prime Retail - Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 
Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 
914.632.1230

Office Space Available-  
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

System Analyst F/T wanted for a NY based technology 
and communications co., to provide technical support of 
proprietary software products to clients in a variety of in-
dustries. Must have MS in Comp. Sci., Information Tech., 
Electrical Engineering or directly related field. Mail re-
sumes to Abbas Abdallah at A& E technologies,LLC , 244 
5TH Ave, Suite 2082, NY-10001.

www.wjcs.com 
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