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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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CommunitySection
ADAPTIVE REUSE

A 106-year-old Claremont build-
ing used in the past as a synagogue, a 
church and a minimum correctional 
facility is now being proposed as a facil-
ity for reentry under the auspices of the 
osborne Association. A second chance, 
made possible through a concept 
known as adaptive re-use. The osborne 
Association has an eighty-year history 
of leadership in working with currently 
and formerly incarcerated men, wom-
en, and children and families, affected 
by the incarceration of a loved one.

“The State of new york has taken 
an empty building and has partnered 
with the private sector to create a state 
of the art reentry program which will 
bring well over $6 million into the 
community and it will be administered 
by an organization with a track record 
of hard work and results,” said Senator 
Hassell-Thompson. “The osborne As-
sociation offers job development ser-
vices, culinary arts training, training in 
catering and bookkeeping, housing re-

ferrals and counselors 
to ensure that individ-
uals have or can obtain 
medical insurance.”

“The facility is 
large enough to allow 
other organizations 
to work with the os-
borne Association. 
The ultimate goal was 
to create a “one stop” 
center to provide ser-
vices to help returning 
offenders get back on 
their feet, be reunited 
with their families, 
find housing and find employment,” 
continued Senator Hassell-Thompson.

“i am pleased that the Legislature 
and the Governor agreed to transfer 
Fulton to the osborne Association. 
in particular, i would like to thank 
Assembly-members Lentol, Weinstein 
and o’Donnell for their advocacy, and 
also Senators Stewart-Cousins and Ri-

vera for their support,” Senator Hassell-
Thompson concluded.

in addition to bringing jobs and 
money into the community, the services 
offered by the osborne Association are 
targeted to reduce recidivism and pro-
mote public safety. There are approxi-
mately 150,000 men and women on 
parole or probation in Bronx County.

Osborne Association Moves to Fulton Street

1511 Fulton Avenue, in the Claremont section of The Bronx. The former site of the 
Fulton Community Correctional Facility is slated to become a reentry center for 

ex-cons.
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By RICH MONETTI
For those who are still 
bound to an office and 
an overseer, co-workers 
can either be a distrac-
tion to your work, or 

not; may add something to your day, or 
not. on the other hand, if you freelance 
the office space you occupy at home 
may mean nothing more than shar-
ing distractions - the fridge, tV, the 
doorbell and the accumulating laundry. 
you don’t even get the chance to realize 
your thirst (or sensibilities) among the 
animate - unless you own a dog. But 
tarrytown does actually have a water 

cooler of its own that brings indepen-
dent workers the best of both worlds.

“Co-working is something that is 
happening globally, and it doubles ev-
ery year,” says Jenifer Ross, owner of the 
W@tercooler on north Broadway.

So if you show up with $35 in the 
morning, you’ll have access to one of 
the five temporary desks. This includes 
a computer and all the connective tech 
tools of any workday. “it’s sort of a 
Brooklyn open style loft,” says Ross.

Freelancers can also dispense 
themselves on a more permanent basis 
if they choose at a cost of either $475 or 
$525 a month - depending on the size 
of the desk. “There are five permanent 

desks,” she says, and this all also comes 
with a master key, affording 24/7 access.

Co-workers can also opt for part 
time membership at $35, $110 or 
$210 a month. This entitles them to 
a lower daily rate than the $35 above 
and works best when the coworker has 
a good sense of how many days they 
will need the space for the month. “We 
have about 40 members who come in 
and use the space anywhere from once 
a month to every day,” says Ross, who is 
also a freelance marketing professional.

“of course, if the printer blinks at 
11Pm, it’s the ‘Do it yourself ’ stan-
dard time but, as far as 9-5 goes, it’s not 
your problem. making sure the toner 

is prime, the paper bin is full, and the 
Wi-Fi is functioning,” Ross says, “it’s all 
done for you and the coffee is made.”

Still, caffeine isn’t always enough to 
kick your monday morning into gear. 
Since W@tercooler co-workers have 
more than the lonely walls at home 
imploring inspiration, it’s a lot easier 
for them to find their personal clutch 
and shift into high. “People tend to get 
more done when they are surrounded 
by others doing inspiring things,” noted 
Ross.

of course the variety of occupa-
tions that are enclosed can’t help but 
intersect into some nice synergy. “Law-
yers incorporating other members, 
graphic designers lending their talents 
for website design, writers connecting 
to publishers,” advised Ross, “There’s a 
constant natural networking.”

The same goes for the whole 
concept of co-working when it comes 
to the surrounding community. “Co-
working is not just about the environ-
ment that happens inside your own 
space, but it’s also about the community 

you serve,” said Ross.
in turn, the W@tercooler offers 

discount cards and various collabora-
tive initiatives with at least three dozen 
downtown businesses. “This way we 
can keep business here and drive busi-
ness locally,” shared Ross.

But the W@tercooler doesn’t just 
limit its business sense to the present; 
it also provides intern opportunities for 

By BOB MARRONE
The bad guy walks into 
the airplane cockpit 
or army barracks with 
a convincing snarl on 
his face and a hand 
grenade in the clutches 

of his quivering fingers. “i have pulled 
the pin,” he announces, “kill me and ev-
eryone dies.” i used to love those grade 
B action movies, and the way they 
presented this classic dilemma. The 
protagonists were placed in the posi-
tion of setting aside right from wrong, 
instead of evaluating the consequences 
of their actions in a larger context. un-
less a hero or a higher power comes on 
the scene, or one of the captives comes 
up with an ingenious way to disarm the 
villain without killing everyone, the bad 
guy gets what he wants. We are left to 
anticipate who will save the good guys 
and how the miracle will be pulled off. 
in the movies this is exciting stuff. not 
so much in real life.

in real life, that is free market, big 
banking, there are no fantasy heroes 
or clever solutions. We have enabled 
them to hold ever larger, more powerful 
grenades over our economic cockpits. 
Worse, we have had to set aside our 
belief in right and wrong, as well as the 
courage to enforce the law. Worse still, 

our inability to punish the man with 
the grenade, even after he has run off 
with the goods, is contributing to eco-
nomic and social inequality that threat-
ens to undermine respect for the very 
rule of law.

Despite the financial collapse of 
2008, and its devastating impact on 
American families, big banks have ac-
tually gone from too big to fail, to too 
big to jail. Despite the declarations of 
the obama administration, there is 
little we can take from recent events 
that would have us believe things will 
get better.

matt taibbi reported in Rolling 
Stone the details of the offenses that 
led to the $1.9 billion dollar settlement 
between British-based HSBC and the 
u. S. Department of Justice. 9/11 aside, 
they would make organized crime fig-
ures and international terrorists suffer 
bouts of low self esteem. The historic 
bank, wrote mr. taibbi, “helped to wash 
hundreds of millions of dollars for drug 
mobs, including mexico’s Sinaloa drug 
cartel, suspected in tens of thousands of 
murders just in the past ten years. The 
bank also moved money for organiza-
tions linked to al-Qaeda, Hezbollah, and 
for Russian gangsters; helped countries 
like iran, the Sudan and north Korea 
evade sanctions; and in between help-

ing murderers and terrorists and rogue 
states, aided countless common tax 
cheats in hiding their cash.”

now sit down. no one went to 
jail, or was charged with a crime. And, 
as taibbi noted, for the first time, the 
justice department actually admitted 
why no charges were brought. Assistant 
General Lanny Breuer actually said the 
following in explanation of why no 
charges were made: “HSBC would 
almost certainly have lost its banking 
license in the u.S.; the future of the in-
stitution would have been under threat, 
and the entire banking system would 
have been destabilized.”

it was not long after the HSBC 
settlement that the Department of Jus-
tice came to an arrangement with uBS, 
(Barclays Bank and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland were also involved) over the 
so-called LiBoR scandal, which in-
volved fixing rates on trillions of dollars 
of transactions over several years.

oh, so you don’t see the names of 
any u. S. banks. Think again.

The American Scholar reported in 
its spring issue that “JP morgan Chase, 
Wells Fargo, Citigroup, and others are 
being sued by prosecutors, regulators 
and investors, for an estimated $300 
billion for fraud involving mortgaged 
backed securities. in January, “10 banks 

settled for $8.5 billion with federal reg-
ulators for mortgage foreclosure abuses. 
JPmorgan Chase, Bank of America, 
Wells Fargo, Citigroup, and Ally Fi-
nancial agreed to pay regulators and 
state attorneys general $26 billion last 
year for the same foreclosure issues.” 
nobody is going to jail here either.

Full disclosure: i worked for two 
of the firms mentioned above, Bank 
of America (merrill Lynch) and Citi-
group. Even in the years leading up to 
the financial crises of this new century, 
i was always amused over how financial 
services firms could pay hundreds of 
millions of dollars to settle cases, while 
also obtaining the virtual absolution 
that “it admitted no guilt or wrongdo-
ing” in doing so. i could never see the 
difference between this and the guy 
who offers a cop $100 to get out of a 
speeding ticket, the difference being 
that the cop is allowed to do so if the 
money went to the government.

This brings us around to regula-
tions and the growing sense that little 
will be done to change things. The 
Dodd-Frank bill was terribly watered 
down by the time it was made into 
law. many Republicans and lobbyists 
for the big banks assail it and push for 
less oversight of the banking business. 
Again, i can’t help but think back to 
my days on the “Street” and the com-
plaining and whining of our traders 
and business heads that we could not 
compete evenly with off-shore mar-

kets because they had fewer regula-
tions. They held this view even though 
those markets were unstable, risky, ran 
on poor technological platforms, and 
were subject to corruption. i always 
wondered why they could not see the 
similarities between themselves and the 
Hyman Roth character in the Godfa-
ther in the Havana rooftop scene when 
he tells michael that they finally have a 
government (Cubans fictional corrupt) 
who know how to treat business.

Back in the nineties, i supported 
the repeal of Glass -Steagall, which re-
quired that banks and brokerage firms 
be kept separate. i knew, as did we all, 
that the bigger our pot of money, the 
more we could make. i also believed 
that we had the oversight in place to 
limit the risk, that bigger bets could lead 
to bigger loses. We were wrong.

if i learned anything, it is that with 
the right amount of money and tech-
nology, there is a lot of cash to be made 
on Wall Street for its operatives.

What is more is that they risk 
other people’s money in the process. 
Without the limits of regulations and 
the consequences of criminal punish-
ment,, things will continue.

As it stands, now, i have no idea 
what we will do about the man with 
the grenade.
Bob Marrone is a radio talk show host, 
author, and freelance writer for The West-
chester Guardian.

Continued on page 5
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noon on the internet: http://www.BlogtalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel.  
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 
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W@tercooler owner Jenifer Ross. “Yes!”, 
one ‘n’, in Jenifer.
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students. “it gives that student exposure 
to a lot of different businesses and ex-
periences,” Ross said.

At the same time, the W@ter-
cooler allows its members, by its very 
nature to be part of an even bigger so-
cial consciousness. “if twenty people are 
under one roof, it’s one coffee maker, 
one heating source, one printer; so you 
really know that you’re lessening the 
collective carbon footprint,” she em-
phasized.

And the radius from which most 

of her members arrive are usually with-
in ten or 15 miles - so the sustainabil-
ity adds up, while she’s not shy about 
extolling her business’s point of origin. 
“tarrytown is summer camp for adults. 
it has such a lively, energetic cradling 
group of people who are diverse and 
engaged,” she said.

The view of the Hudson and all 
the 19th Century architecture isn’t 
so bad either on a lunch break. But if 
members get tied to their temporary 
desk for a day, she’s more than happy 
to suffice for a breather when needed. 

“i’m often people’s rest stop, but i don’t 
mind, it’s part of my job. i love to con-
nect to people and i can get my work 
done when i get home,” says Ross

no problem, the coffee should still 
be hot and somebody at home probably 
already walked the dog and returned all 
the incoming calls.

Currently the W@tercooler has 
several permanent desks available and a 
spacious conference room goes for $35 
an hour.

For more info http://www.water-
coolerhub.com
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.Co-working at the W@tercooler.
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Co-working at the W@tercooler Gives Freelancers an Office to Engage and Connect
Continued from page 4

CALENDAR

YONKERS, NY -- March 29, 2013 -- 
yonkers Riverfront Library is gearing 
up to host its 11th Annual teen talent 
Show Yonkers Future Stars in June 2013 
and we are searching for interested 
yonkers teens to be a part of it!

to audition, teens must live in yon-
kers and must be 12-19 years of age.

All acts must be family-friendly 
and free of profanity. All talents are 

welcome!
Auditions will be held at the fol-

lowing locations:
RIVERFRONT LIBRARY AUDI-
TORIUM
(one Larkin Center, yonkers, ny 
10701)
Wednesday, April 10 & monday, April 
15 from 4-6pm AnD Saturday, April 
20 from 1-4pm

NORTH YONKERS PRESERVA-
TION
(219 Ridge Avenue, yonkers, ny 
10703)

Saturday, April 13, 1-4pm
Riverfront Library, located at one 

Larkin Center, is handicapped acces-
sible. Parking is available at the nearby 
Buena Vista and Warburton Parking 
Garages.

For additional information, contact: 
Arnaldo torres, Library technical As-
sistant Adult / young Adult Services at 
(914) 337-1500 x 491, Elyse Schreiber, 
Reference & technology Librarian at 
(914) 337-1500 x 489 or “Z” teen & 
technology Librarian at (914) 375-
7967, z@ypl.org.

2013 Teen Talent Show Auditions at Yonkers Riverfront Library

By MARK 
JEFFERS
We hope every-
one had a happy 
Easter and won-
derful Passover 

holiday, we certainly did. April is 
a big birthday month for my fam-
ily and friends, happy to my sister, 
daughter, wife, aunt and many 
friends, not to worry no ages will 
be given out in this week’s “time-
less” edition of “news and notes.”

our friends at Grand Prix 
new york and Spins Bowl have 
named Joseph Walsh as their 
new executive chef at FuEL 
restaurant, i will gladly stop by to 
serve as a taste tester, just give me 
a call…

Here’s potentially warm and 
fuzzy event… the Sheep Shear-
ing Festival at Stone Barns Cen-
ter for Food and Agriculture in 
Pocantico Hills on April 20th. 
There will be wool and weaving 
activities, doesn’t sound “baa-d” 
at all…

Broadway star Christine 
Andreas will perform her cabaret 
act at a fundraiser for the West-

chester Community College stu-
dent scholarships on April 17th.

While i do not qualify quite 
yet, AARP (which i do qualify 
for) representatives are offer-
ing free tax preparation for 60+ 
with low to moderate incomes 
on Friday April 5th at 9:00am at 
198 Carpenter Avenue in mount 
Kisco. This generous offer is also 
available at the Chappaqua 
Library on Wednesdays from 
10:00am to 2:30pm. They ask 
you to please bring all tax forms 
and last year’s return.

Congratulations and good 
luck to our Bedford neighbor 
Wendy Aglietti as she was re-
cently elected chairwoman of 
the Guiding Eyes for the Blind’s 
board of directors.

on Friday April 5th at 
7:00pm join the staff at West-
moreland Sanctuary on a hike 
to Bechtel Lake in search of am-
phibians. interested participants 
will have the option of continu-
ing further up the trail on an ad-
ditional 1/4 mile uphill hike to 
a vernal pool which comes alive 
this time of year, as frogs and sala-

manders come out of hibernation 
and begin to breed. The vernal 
pool hike is recommended for 
ages 9 and older, wear boots and 
bring a flashlight.

High School seniors of ital-
ian heritage who graduate this 
June are invited to apply for the 
annual $1,000 academic and/or 
the Joe Dimaggio sports award 
scholarship given by the mount 
Pleasant italian American Asso-
ciation of Thornwood.

i may be showing my age 
here, but i used to know Chris-
tine Ebersole when she as on 
“Saturday night Live,” back 
in the 80’s. She is bringing her 
wonderful cabaret show to the 
Emelin Theatre in mamaroneck 
on April 6th.

Author Kevin V. Smith will 
discuss his latest book, “The un-
likely Candidate, An Amazing 
Journey of a Heart transplant 
Patient,” on April 8th at the Har-
rison Public Library.

How about a little wine and 
art, it always helps my painting… 
teatown’s Wine Festival & Si-

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

Continued on page 6
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mailto:z@ypl.org
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

lent Auction will be held April 7th in 
yorktown, local artist Joan Diamant 
will be there with a collection of her 
recent works.

Green thumb alert… the Briarcliff 
manor Garden Club topic on April 
10th will be “native Species & How 
to integrate them into our Gardens,” 
with guest speaker Barbara Fischer.

The “meet the Author” series con-
tinues at the Pound Ridge Library on 
April 6th with author Frank o’neill 
discussing his new book “Georgia 
Bound.”

Here’s a new way for my wife to 
get a parking ticket, Bedford has in-
stalled brand new parking pay stations 
in commuter lots, hopefully with de-
tailed instructions…

Lace up those sneakers and head 
out to the Franklin D. Roosevelt State 
Park in yorktown Heights for the 
mHA on The move 5K Run/Walk 
and 1 mile Kids’ Race on may 5th, to 
support mental health and wellness.

High school seniors looking for 
that inexpensive high-fashion dress or 
tuxedo, and aren’t we all… then check 
out operation Prom giveaways on 
April 19th at the Department of Social 
Services in Peekskill, call 914-672-
3070 for details.

This sounds just perfect for a Sun-
day, “An Afternoon of Jazz” with the 
Pete malinverni trio at the Pound 
Ridge Library on April 7th.

Here’s a golden oldie… if April 
showers bring may flowers, then what 
do mayflowers bring… Pilgrims… see 
you next week. 
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, 
New York, with his wife Sarah, and three 
daughters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

Continued from page 5
News & Notes

CALENDAR CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
in 2006, when radio / 
tV host John Donald 
“Don” imus began to 
solicit funds for a texas 
rehabilitation center 

for veterans wounded in iraq and Af-
ghanistan, i thought that it was a ter-
rific gesture that would provide more 
luxurious facilities for the veterans than 
present in the government facilities 
already servicing them. it turned out 
that i and many people in the country 
didn’t understand at the time that this 
was not to be a supplementary alterna-
tive facility but a much needed resource 
for those who had no such center. imus 
was instrumental in raising over $60 
million for the “Center for the intrepid” 
which opened in 2007.

As part of his interest in the plight 
of the wounded, imus had also called 
attention to conditions at Walter Reid 
Army medical Center. His reportage 
and resulting focus lead to the resigna-
tion of officers charged with oversight 
of these conditions.

While imus did yeoman work for 
the veterans and was properly com-
mended for his activities, it seems to 
me that the more important question is 
“Why was it necessary?” We, the people 
of the unites States, through our elect-
ed representative, sent these young men 
and women off to foreign countries 
where their lives were put in peril car-
rying out the policies of our country. it 
matters not whether these policies were 
correct or misguided—the military had 
no say in the policy development; their 
job was solely to implement the policy. 
if a member of the military was injured 
or wounded, it was assumed by civilians 
and military alike that the wounded 
individual would receive all the neces-
sary support to make the best possible 
adjustment to civilian life.

one reason that we were so unpre-
pared, according to doctors with whom 
i spoke, is the greatly improved medical 
tools now available for battlefield care. 
People who would have died if the tools 
available during the Vietnam conflict 
were still in use are now coming home 

alive—in some cases without limbs, 
with PtSD (“Post-traumatic Stress 
Disorder”), head injuries from concus-
sion, and / or psychological problems—
and we don’t have the proper facilities 
to take care of them.

Both the increase in lives saved and 
the expensive and wonderful devices 
and machines available for post-injury 
help --- intelligent artificial limbs; 
mRis and other great diagnostic tools; 
anti-psychotic drugs; etc.—are exam-
ples of the great technological changes 
referred to throughout this “Creative 
Disruption” series. unfortunately, our 
inability to deal with the consequence 
of our progress is also part of the overall 
picture.

Also, of some importance was the 
political climate. The American public 
was sold a bill of goods, not only about 
the alleged “weapons of mass Destruc-
tion” in iraq, but also on the cost of the 
wars and their duration. The iraqi oil, 
once back in production, was supposed 
to generate enough revenue to pay for 
all our involvement in that country --- 
and it never happened. our mission in 
Afghanistan was supposed to be the 
driving of Al Qaeda (identified as the 
architects of the 9/11 attacks) out of the 
country and to “bring justice to those 
directly responsible for the attacks”—
osama bin Laden and his immediate 
deputies -- it’s now over 10 years since 
we invaded that country and we’re still 
there; we were successful in driving 
out Al Qaeda; osama is now dead; a 
government, albeit slightly corrupt, is 
in place; and uS troops are training the 
police and military to repeal the guer-
rilla arracks of the taliban, the ultra 
extreme previous rulers of the country.

The misplaced optimism about 
both the cost of the war and its du-
ration caused our leaders to, rather 
than put in a “war tax” to pay for the 
war expenses, to pass a tax cut for the 
American people—and we went from 
a “tax surplus” at the end of the Clinton 
years to the large deficit that seems to 
have our primary attention at the pres-
ent time. So we had many more injured 
veterans over a longer period to care for; 

not enough facilities, and no money to 
pay for them!

Since there was not much publicity 
about the lack of resources for wounded 
veterans, i had wrongly assumed that 
things had gotten better. i found out 
that i was wrong last year—six years 
after imus called the problems to na-
tional attention. i finally came to realize 
in 2012 that, as my wife has been say-
ing for years, my hearing was sub-par 
and getting worse—and i also had a 
buzzing in the ears—so off i went to 
my doctor and then an audiologist who 
confirmed that i had lost and was los-
ing further hearing at the “higher end 
of the range” and that my buzzing was 
tinnitus. The doctors further suggested 
that i had received ear damage years 
ago when i was working with artillery 
pieces in the army (both on active duty 
and in the reserves).

i called my local Veterans Affairs 
office to inquire whether i was eligible 
for hearing aids or medical support for 
my problem and was directed to a vet-
erans’ counselor in Westchester County. 
The counselor was terrific, providing 
me with the forms to fill out; directing 
me to obtain the affidavits to be got-
ten; and explaining the overall system 
that was in place for the processing of 
claims. All claims in the new york Re-
gional area are forwarded to new york 
City for initial evaluation. Those with 
medical or psychological difficulties 
would then be directed to VA facilities 
for further evaluation.

All this sounded very reasonable to 
me until i heard that next step on my 
claim would be probably be eighteen 
months away as there was a backlog of 
ninety thousand cases in the new york 
Regional office. 90,000??? yes, 90,000!

i was told that the ny office had 
begun to parcel the claims out to lesser 
busy offices and i have begun to receive 
mail from the Cheyenne, Wy office 
saying they now had my claim and 
were trying to work the way through 
the backlog—but no substantive action 
has been taken

my problem is relatively minor 
compared to those coming home 

with catastrophic problems -- i could 
certainly handle the wait—but what 
about them? my concern was magni-
fied when i found that an average of 22 
veterans were committing suicide every 
day (http://gapersblock.com/me-
chanics/2013/02/01/sad-sobering-
statistics-on-veteran-suicide/). How 
can we as a nation accept this?

Recently, i saw a group of iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans on the Rachel 
madow show. They were in town to 
petition President obama to take an 
active hand in reducing the backlog 
(unfortunately, the President was in 
israel at the time.). The spokesman said 
that they constantly received assurances 
from Congressmen and other officials 
that their plight was “of the highest pri-
ority” but that nothing ever happened. 
They also said that there had been no 
modernization in VA processing in this 
digital age—forms were still on paper 
and multiple copies were sent to dif-
ferent locations (i saw this as my forms 
were being processed.).

The vets were respectful but stri-
dent and made an eloquent case for 
their cause. one Air Force vet said that 
he has been diagnosed with PtSD but 
can’t get into crowded government pro-
grams. He said that, were it not for his 
highly supportive family, he would have 
committed suicide—and, all i could 
think of was “twenty-two a day”!

my thoughts were drawn back to 
the vets when i had minor surgery the 
following week and, coming out of the 
anesthesia, i asked the nurses to free my 
feet (assuming that they had been re-
strained for the procedure). i was told 
that they were free and i experienced 
immediate horror when i realized 
that i couldn’t move my feet or legs. i 
calmed somewhat when i was told that 
this was the aftermath of a “spinal” that 
i had been given and that it would wear 
off slowly over the next few hours.

The spinal did wear off and all was 
fine—but, thinking back on the imme-
diate horror that i had felt, all i could 
think was “what about those who lost 
legs and arms?”—their horror will go 
on forever and, if we cannot provide 
proper rehab, how many of those might 
join the twenty-two a day?

This problem is most obvious and 
shameful in our treatment of veterans 
but also relates to the on-going discus-
sions on Social Security and medicare. 
People are living longer and requiring 
more care (and often much more 
expensive care as we can cure more 
conditions through the use of costly 
technology). it has been suggested by 
many that we raise the eligibility for 
these support systems but others have 

It Should Be A National Shame!

http://gapersblock.com/mechanics/2013/02/01/sad-sobering-statistics-on-veteran-suicide/
http://gapersblock.com/mechanics/2013/02/01/sad-sobering-statistics-on-veteran-suicide/
http://gapersblock.com/mechanics/2013/02/01/sad-sobering-statistics-on-veteran-suicide/
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GUARANTEED FOR LIFE! 
New Members Only. Must Present Ad.  

See RetroFitness For Details 

It’s time for you to join the
 most  affordable gym ever !

STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY
Over 13,00 Sq. Ft. of Fitness-
Tons of Cardio With 17” LCD Screens

One-on-One Personal Training
Large Free Weight Area

Enjoy Your Favorite Movies in 
Our Huge Retro Theater

Totally Awesome Retro Blends*
Smoothie Bar • Childcare Available

So Much Entertainment                           
You’ll Never Have To Wait Again!

Full Access To Over                                          
90 RetroFitness Locations!

Classes Free w. Membership:
Zumba® , Kickboxing, Spinning® 

and More!

GYM HOURS
Mon. - Fri. 4AM-Midnight 

Sat. & Sun: 6AM-8PM

914.235.3300
RetroFitness.net

(NEX T TO CITIBANK)

236 NORTH AVE.,                                   
NEW ROCHELLE

JOIN NOW AND 
SAVE BIG !    

GROUP 

FITNESS CLASSES!

OVER
13,000 SQ. FT. OF  FITNESS!

rightly pointed out that the lowest income strata 
of our society has an average mortality not much 
greater than the current approximate sixty-five 
eligibility age, so that raising the age would mean 
that they would never get to retire. The Social Se-
curity and medicare issues are important in that 

they would, hopefully, as a society, get us to look at 
the changes, both wonderful and costly, that tech-
nological innovation has brought us.

The more urgent aspect of this issue is obvi-
ously the plight of the veterans.

We have a responsibility to provide properly 
for those who have been injured on our behalf 
and every government official should be not only 
mouthing concern but insuring dramatic changes 

in the system.
Creative Disruption is a continuing series examining 
the impact of constantly accelerating technology on the 
world around us. These changers normally happen un-
der our personal radar until we find that the world as 
we knew it is no more.
Comments, experiences and questions can be directed 
to johnmac13@gmail.com.

CREATIVE DISRUPTION

It Should Be A National Shame!
Continued from page 6

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
El teatro nacional Sucre (The 
Sucre national Theatre) in the Ec-
uadorian capital Quito is a histori-
cal building now dedicated to host 
theatrical arts from all over the 
world including ballet, musicals, 

dancing, symphonic orchestras and classic plays. 
Sometimes, it also hosts important political meet-
ings and the miss Ecuador beauty contest. Posters 
of past events on the walls of the theatre give an 
impression of the many artists and troupes that 
have visited and performed on its stage.

one of the performing artists that appeared 
on teatro Sucre last month was Sergio mercu-
rio. He was born 1968 in Banfield, Argentina, 
hence the professional name he gave himself El 
tititiritero de Banfield (The Puppeteer of Ban-
field). Since 1992, mercurio has been on the road 
traversing across much of Latin America. He has 
performed in Argentina, Bolivia , Chile , uruguay 
, Peru , Brazil , Ecuador , Colombia , Venezuela , 
Costa Rica , nicaragua , El Salvador, Honduras 
and Guatemala. When he arrived in mexico, he 
would come to perform 1,000 shows. During 
that time period, he created a trilogy of shows 
for which he became famous; he also published 
a book about his artistic journey and realized a 
documentary about Efigenia Ramos Rolim, the 
aging Brazilian artist who used to walk from street 
to street to recite poems and sell small puppets she 
created from chocolate and candied wafer. Since 
the year 2009, mercurio began to present his work 
in France, Spain, Belgium and Germany. By the 
middle of 2012 he launched his second book “The 
novel of my Grandfather”.

The self-taught mercurio shares the scene 

with puppets of his own design and creation that 
vary in size, shape, and look. Spontaneous, deli-
cate, full of tenderness and humanity, his travels 
inspired most of his characters: Bobbi the Gringo, 
the Latin grandmother, the crazy witch, and the 
Brazilian art professor, but to name a few. He skill-
fully breathes life into each of his puppet creations, 
using one or two of his hands, each hand has a dif-
ferent energy, hence suitable to animate different 
character, and sometimes alongside him, is his col-
laborator, his wife Rosemary Jacomelly. She will 
supplement the action he imparts to the puppet as 
she gives them voice. He gives them voice as well, 
though neither of them are ventriloquists. His 
show seems improvised, but it is mostly scripted, 
featuring funny dialogue for the stage, even banter 
among various audience members.

mercurio receives heartfelt applause from 

audiences who appreciate the social commentar-
ies and sarcastic jokes that are dear to the Latino 
sensibilities. Because of his beginnings as a stage 
actor, he easily transforms himself from one char-
acter to the next with ease every time he sets foot 
on stage with the accompaniment of a different 
puppet. The viewers sitting atop the theatre bal-
cony gain a unique perspective from where they 
sit. They are witness to mercurio’s exhausting ef-
fort in animating the puppet characters behind a 
black curtain. He is not visible to audiences sitting 
eye level with the orchestra. Each puppet needs to 
be infused with special physical and psychological 
energy, as well as vocal talent. mercurio and his 
puppets are both different and special because the 
audiences to whom they cater are predominantly 
children, only sometimes adults. Although mer-
curio’s puppets are quite different from those we 
see in American and European media, he is not 
considering using them in a film production be-
cause he considers this art form essentially belongs 
to the theatrical stage.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film / video 
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt To-
day Magazine (www.EgyptToday.com), and the 
artistic director for both the Alexandria Film Festi-
val, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, in the 
United States, and is the film critic of Variety Ara-
bia (http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry Al-Youm Website 
(http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132) 
and The Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

Sergio Mercurio - The Puppeteer of Banfield

Sergio Mercurio and his wife, Rosemary Jacomelly.

Mercurio’s puppets vary from huge to small, like Virginia.

Sergio Mercurio and Bobby interacting with the 
audience.

mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EXCLUSIVE

By GLENN SLABY
Dateline: April 1, 2013. 
Through recent exposed 
documents partially ob-
tained via the Freedom 
of information Law, 

various news reports and personal ob-
servations, i have discovered through 
tireless, exhaustive footwork of govern-
ment plans to connect the Borough of 
Brooklyn with the State of new Jersey. 
no, they are not building a dike or fill-
ing in the Greater new york Bay but 
plan on building a tunnel complex for 
the 22nd Century.

Secret meetings were held not just 
with the local governments of the City 
of new york and the State of new 
Jersey but with both current and for-
mer administrations as well as various 
Federal government institutions and 
specific branches such as Homeland 
Security, The national Security Ad-
ministration and naval Research and 
Development Arm (something about 
secret niKE missiles from the 1960’s, 
Governor’s island, and underwater 
launching pads).

Secrecy prevented cost overruns, 
rival bids, and keeping Fox news from 
complaining about big government 
and mSnBC for complaining about 
needing more government, as well as to 
keep Staten islanders from celebrating 
too loudly that they will finally be left 

alone.
Background. As the new century 

rolled in, various factions of the gov-
ernment began looking into ways to 
expand… the infrastructure. Discreet 
feelers were put out to the captains of 
industry on ways to improve and move 
the u.S. into the 22nd Century. Some 
northeast ideas were to connect eastern 
Long island with Rhode island and 
making the entire Borough of Queens, 
except for Citifield, one large airport.

The rest of this article will focus 
on the plan approved for the 22nd 
Century Capital Construction Project 
(CCCP).

Bypassing manhattan and some-
how connecting the Borough of 
Brooklyn to new Jersey was unani-
mously approved. Three methods were 
discussed – a bridge, a tunnel, or com-
binations thereof. Ralph nader’s plan 
of a highway built directly across the 
bay, made of recycled glass and plastics 
was denied (after initial construction 
was tried). Also denied was a combined 
plan from Donald trump and the de-
scendants of Washington Roebling. 
This family, who for over 100 years has 
been trying to improve upon a design 
greater than the Brooklyn Bridge, sub-
mitted a plan for a suspension bridge 
that like their original bridge would 
be the tallest structure in the city with 
a trump Hotel dead center. The span 

would rise above and over lower man-
hattan.

The Final Choice. Seen as an op-
portunity of creating a new source of 
prime real estate, an underground com-
plex would be built. it would be more 
than just a roadway, but something on 
the scale of a huge underground mall 
with stores, entertainment facilities, and 
a trump Hotel.

The tunnel is not to be dug un-
derneath the bay floor, but laid on the 
surface. now code named The Seaview 
Project, it is to be constructed using 
modular techniques similar to the space 
station development. Parts, solely man-
ufactured in the u.S., are to be stored 
on Ellis island (it’s closure in not due 
to Hurricane Sandy and will open after 
the official announcement) and assem-
bled in Bayonne. Each module will be 
twenty feet in length and 300 feet wide. 
They would then be lifted using uS 
army Ch-47A Chinooks. Divers have 
already marked the floor under cover of 
darkness. When an official announce-
ment occurs, the modular pieces would 
then arrive.

There will be five lanes for cars, 
2 railroad tracks, bicycle and walking 
paths. Sections of the tunnel would 
be constructed using a transparent-
plastic carbon to attract visitors to 
view the ocean life. Having transpar-
ency throughout the entire complex is 

deemed too dangerous of a distraction 
for the highway. of course, there would 
be concession stands, rest stops, and 
trump has been hinting about hotels 
with windows having direct views of 
undersea life. tasteful ads would line 
the paths. When combustion automo-
biles become obsolete the roadbeds can 
be converted to support future vehicles 
and operate under the same principles 
as bumper cards do.

For generating self-efficiency, 
various methods of convertible heat 
exchanges have been tested and ap-
proved. The roadways will be embed-
ded with heat sensitive transponders. 
As the road surface temperature heats 
up, an increase in heat generates elec-
tricity, which is transferred to turbines 
that power the exhaust fans. The mass 
movement of traffic creates a lot of 
wind. This wind then moves miniature 
windmills (about six inches in height 
and six inches apart) creating storable 
energy and recharging various battery 
systems that feed the generators. out-
side of the tunnels are motion detectors, 
as the water current passes through 
these nodes, miniature turbines gen-
erate power to the main energy plant. 
There are also more heat transfer 
modes generating energy as the bay’s 
water temperatures fluctuate. This will 
also add to the self-sustaining system 
resulting in the elimination of tolls.

Financing has been either secured 
and/or initiated. Allen Konigsberg, 
moses Horwitz and Julius marx, 
comptrollers of the nSA, CiA, and 
GCS respectively, have developed vari-

ous principle sources of funding: adver-
tising revenue, 200-year bonds, movie 
and book rights, tourism and hotel rev-
enues and the sale of 50-50 raffle tick-
ets (offering such prizes besides cash 
as free tours of the work in progress). 
Commercial and corporate enterprises 
are also sought to sponsor and promote 
sections of roadway. individuals can 
purchase bricks and have family names 
imprinted. Enough ongoing funding 
should offset the need for toll collectors.

The Holland Family had indepen-
dently submitted this “tunnel” project 
50 years ago, but plans had to be resub-
mitted to conform to standards. From 
iBm punch cards, then via five and 
a quarter floppies, then to three inch 
disks, and finally back to paper when 
it was discovered that no two involved 
entities had compatible computer tech-
nology.

Completion date, with most of the 
permits in, is approximately 2020AD. 
Redoing the pre-licensing and permits 
will create a small workforce but add 15 
years to the pre-construction phase.

All the information discussed here 
has been legally obtained. The pieces of 
the puzzle were out there, but it takes 
good investigative work to fit these 
pieces together.
Glenn Slaby is married and has one son. 
A former accountant with an MBA, he is 
a freelancer with The Westchester Guard-
ian, writes part-time, and works at the 
New Rochelle Public Library and at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison, New York. 

Brooklyn to Meet with New Jersey
Secret Plans Discovered to Connect Brooklyn and New Jersey

EDUCATION

By PEGGY GODFREY
it didn’t take long for the 
new york State teach-
ers’ union to respond 
to the State Education 
Commissioner John 

King’s news and notes of march 25, 
2013. King stated three years ago the 
Regents Reform Agenda was planned 
to prepare students to succeed in col-
lege and careers. The most important 
element of that agenda was the “shift to 
the Common Core Standards.” These 
standards which are now being adopted 
throughout the country had been ap-
proved in 2011 by the Board of Re-
gents for English Language Arts and 
Literacy, and for mathematics along 
with a new set of Pre-Kindergarten 
standards.

King also stated that students in 

grades 3-8 will take the new Common 
Core assessments (tests) and by 2014 
Regents Exams will start to incorpo-
rate the Common Core standards. in 
his view students are “already account-
able” to Common Core learning. His 
concern centered on an analysis which 
determined that at the present time 
only 35% of high school graduates are 
ready for college or careers. However, 
he added these findings do not imply 
student learning has declined. teach-
ing students using the Common Core 
criteria will prepare students more real-
istically for the world after high school.

An article by yasmeen Khan in 
“in School Book” addressed parents 
who were concerned that these more 
difficult Common Core Standards 
and tests would make it much harder, 
especially for special education stu-
dents, to obtain high school diplomas. 

This is a nation-wide concern since 45 
states have adopted the Common Core 
standards. Earlier in the month (march 
1) the Post Standard (Syracuse) had re-
ported that since new york State was 
one of the first states to not only adopt 
the Common Core but to use these 
standards to create tests, school offi-
cials expected lower test scores this year. 
Florida, Georgia and Kentucky have 
adopted the Common Core standards 
and have reported lower test scores. 
So it was not surprising that the new 
york State teachers announced they 
will begin a protest against these new 
Common Core state tests to evaluate 
teachers or students.

The state has a “list of shifts” in 
instruction with the Common Core. 
in Language Arts these include for 
Kindergarten to Grade 5, “Planning 
information with literacy trends” and 

in Grades 6-12, “Knowledge of Disci-
plines.” These shifts are further outlined 
for: “staircase of complexity, text based 
answers, writing from sources, and aca-
demic vocabulary.” two units for grades 
6-12 are titled, “Reading closely for text 
and details” and “making Evidence 
Based Claims.” in mathematics six 
characteristics of the Common Core 
are listed: “focus, coherence, fluency, 
deep understanding, application and 
dual intensity.”

A look at the items that evalua-
tors must use to determine whether 
potential mathematics questions are 
satisfactory for use on a test has a list 
of 44 separate criteria listed. How is it 
possible to judge a question in math-
ematics in 44 categories?

This was the process used to decide 
the questions used on the state tests ac-
cording to the state’s Website.

The state teachers’ union advertised 
to state their case to the community 
and especially parents. They sum up the 

problem: “testing in new york State 
isn’t being done right.” While they 
support the Common Core, they ex-
plain, “Done right” they can strengthen 
teaching and learning. Because the 
State is pushing the Common Core 
standards, testing of students will occur 
before they are taught using materials 
and instruction on the Common Core.

Parents and children under these 
circumstances do not deserve the stress 
this lack of proper preparation will cre-
ate. Commissioner King acknowledged 
scores would drop. The claim by some 
experts is scores will drop 30%. The 
teachers have an especially compelling 
reason to object to this year’s test scores 
because these test results will also be 
used to evaluate teacher effectiveness. 
And this year their opposition to Com-
mon Core tests does not seem unrea-
sonable. They rightfully claim they are 
committed “to get it done right.”
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
former educator.

Student Test Scores Could Drop 30% This Year
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2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

Renovated Apartments For Rent

80 West Grand Street, Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Spacious 
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350/Month
2 Bedroom Apartments $1600/Month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.   
Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets,  Stoves & Refrigerators.

 Credit Check Required: $25 Non-refundable fee
Available Immediately • No Programs Accepted
Call Management Office for more information:

914.632.1230

ENVIRONMENT

By AMY MATHEWS AMOS
The snow had melted, the sun 
was shining and the river beck-
oned, so i took a long walk by the 
water this weekend. Being out-
side was satisfying enough, but i 

got an unexpected treat: frogs.
i heard them first, croaking a chorus in shal-

low water, then was rewarded with a glimpse as 
one swam away. The daffodils haven’t bloomed 
yet, but the frogs told me spring is coming. it’s 
a scene that has delighted children and adults 
across America for centuries.

But what if next year, they’re gone?
Frogs, toads and other amphibians are disap-

pearing around the world at an alarming rate and 
scientists are trying to figure out why. A recent 
study points to at least one reason: pesticides.

Scientists have known for more than a de-
cade that pesticides poison frogs, in some cases 
giving male frogs female parts. But a study pub-
lished in the journal Scientific Reports this January 
shows that pesticides kill them too.

Researchers sprayed European common 
frogs with six formulations of chemicals regu-
larly used on crops around the world, at the same 
doses utilized on fields. They even used the same 
kind of sprayer that commercial growers use. one 
pesticide killed all the frogs within one hour. An-
other killed them all within a week. in fact, all the 
common, currently used pesticides tested were 
deadly: A single spraying by each killed at least 
40 percent of all frogs within a week.

if you ever caught a frog as a kid, or still catch 
them with your own kids today, you can easily 
understand why this happens. That slimy skin is 
permeable—frogs and other amphibians breathe 
through it. Air and water easily pass through it 
too. So whatever chemical pesticides get washed 
into a water body where amphibians live or breed, 
seeps inside their bodies.

more than 1,800 species of amphibians 
(frogs, toads, salamanders and their relatives) are 
now threatened or endangered—a third of all 
those on the planet, according to the internation-
al union for the Conservation of nature. more 
than a hundred species have vanished in the wild 
and at least nine have gone extinct since 1980. 
in some places, their forest and wetland habitats 

have been destroyed. in other places, people col-
lect them for food. And as the climate changes 
globally, it warms and alters waters where am-
phibians breed, contributing to deadly diseases.

The u.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has listed 
26 amphibian species threatened or endangered 
across the nation, in California, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, Florida, Georgia, mississippi, missouri, ne-
vada, new mexico, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, 
texas, Virginia, West Virginia and Wyoming.

Why should we care?
The sensitive, permeable skin of frogs and 

toads makes them early indicators of toxins in 
the environment that could harm other living 
things—including people. Amphibians also eat 
harmful insects, the reason farmers use pesticides 
in the first place. So it doesn’t make much sense 
to kill them off, especially when so much food 
can be grown organically and without pesticides.

Last year, u.S. and Canadian researchers 
reviewed dozens of scientific studies comparing 
organic and conventional food crops (grown with 
artificial pesticides and fertilizers), and reported 
their findings in the scientific journal Nature. 
They found that overall, crops grown with or-
ganic methods produce about three-fourths as 
much food as conventional methods using pesti-
cides. Some organic crops, such as fruits, can yield 
nearly as much food as conventional techniques. 
not bad when you consider all the frog lives 
saved, and all the insects they’ll eat. Additionally, 
the soil on organic farms holds water better than 
conventional farms; something worth consider-
ing as climate change worsens drought across the 
West, midwest, and South.

it’s also something to think about this year 
when planting a garden or maintaining your 
lawn—can you do without chemical pesticides 
and fertilizers?

more than 50 years ago in her bestsell-
ing book, Silent Spring, biologist Rachel Carson 
warned of a spring with no bird song because of 
toxic DDt. today’s scientists raise another ques-
tion: will there soon be a springtime without 
spring peepers?
Amy Mathews Amos is an independent environmental 
consultant and a regular columnist for Blue Ridge Press.
Blue Ridge Press, 11661 Harpers Ferry Road, Pur-
cellville, VA 20321 United States

Amphibians: Canaries in the Coal Mine

1-888-757-9022

RICKY’S
HOME INSPECTION &
TERMITE CONTROL
If you are buying or selling a home or a
building, my reports can be used for:

• Real Estate Tax Reduction
   (Commercial & Residential) 
• Finding defects that were not disclosed
   to you
• Litigation
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HEALTH

nEW RoCHELLE, ny – Free ra-
bies vaccinations will be available by 
appointment for dogs, cats and ferrets 
owned by Westchester County resi-
dents on Sunday, April 7 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Stamen Animal Hospital, 
61 Quaker Ridge Road in new Ro-
chelle. For an appointment, call Stamen 

Animal Hospital at 914-632-1269.
Cats and ferrets must be in carriers 

and dogs must be on a leash. Aggressive 
dogs must be muzzled. no examina-
tions will be given.

“Vaccinating your pet against ra-
bies will protect your pet and your fam-
ily in case your pet has contact with a 

rabid or potentially rabid animal,” said 
Westchester County Health Commis-
sioner, Sherlita Amler, mD.

under new york State law, dogs 
and cats must receive their first rabies 
vaccine no later than four months af-
ter birth. A second rabies shot must 
be given within one year of the first 

vaccine, with additional booster shots 
given every one or three years after that, 
depending on the vaccine used. own-
ers who fail to get their pets vaccinated 
and keep the vaccinations up-to-date 
may be fined up to $2,000.

Westchester County Health Department Sponsors Free Rabies Vaccination Clinic

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

By ROBERT SCOTT
Poet and playwright 
Edna St. Vincent millay 
was born in mid-coastal 
maine in 1892.

When she was 
twenty, her poetry would make her fa-
mous.

When she was thirty, she would be 
loved by readers all over the world. Re-
grettably, her carefully honed love poems 
are not read very much these days.

Her fame was initially the result of a 
botched poetry contest. it came despite 
early hardships and family problems.

Her mother had divorced her fa-
ther when Edna was only eight. A vis-
iting nurse, she kept the family of three 
daughters together by dint of hard work 
and sacrifice.

Self-educated in the classics, Edna 
graduated from high school in Cam-
den, maine, at the age of 17, but family 
finances would not allow her to attend 
college. Chafing at the claustrophobic 
restrictions of life in a small town, she 
poured out her fears and frustrations in a 
poem written in a school notebook and 
entitled “Renascence,” an Elizabethan 
spelling.

Reading a magazine on night duty 
as a nurse, Edna’s mother had come 
across an announcement of a contest. 
An annual volume to be called The Lyric 
Year was to be published containing the 
hundred best poems. Three cash prizes 
were offered--the first of $500 and two 
others of $250 each. She convinced 
Edna to submit her poem.

The editor of the anthology, poet 
and artist Ferdinand Earle, one of three 
judges of the contest, came across “Re-
nascence” as he slogged his way through 
more than 10,000 “mediocre manu-
scripts, most of them insipid and drivel-
ing nonsense.”

The poem began:
All i could see from where i stood
Was three long mountains and a wood;

i turned and looked the other way,
And saw three islands in a bay.
So with my eyes i traced the line
of the horizon, thin and fine,
Straight around till i was come
Back to where i started from;
And all i saw from where i stood
Was three long mountains and a wood.
over these things i could not see:
These were the things that bounded me.
And i could touch them with my hand.
Almost, i thought from where i stand!
And all at once things seemed so small
my breath came short and scarce at all.

Written when she was barely nine-
teen, the 214-line poem was a rapt lyrical 
hymn to the joy of being alive. Struck by 
its originality, strength and freshness, and 
without consulting the other judges, in 
an unusual act for a contest judge, Earle 
impulsively wrote an enthusiastic letter 
to E. St. Vincent millay, Esq., with the 
salutation “Dear Sir.” He predicted that 
mr. millay’s poem would surely win first 
prize.

An overjoyed Edna replied that she 
was not male but a young woman of 20 
years. A long, almost amorous exchange 
of correspondence ensued in which 
Edna played Earle almost like a violin. 
unfortunately. Earle was unable to con-
vince the other judges, and Edna’s poem 
placed fourth.

Published by mitchell Kennerley, 
a pioneer publisher of fine editions, The 
Lyric Year generated complaints from 
critics and readers alike that “Rena-
scence” was the best poem in the book. 
A new and surprising talent had flashed 
across the literary skies.

orrick Johns, the first-prize win-
ner, acknowledged that Edna’s piece was 
outstanding and that the award “was 
as much an embarrassment to me as a 
triumph.” in the end, Edna St. Vincent 
millay became famous for not receiving 
a prize. The publicity that resulted made 
her fourth place the consolation prize to 
end all consolation prizes.

Her poem was to change the course 
of Edna’s life. The summer before its 
publication she had recited it before an 
audience of summer visitors to Camden. 
Among them was Caroline B. Dow, 
head of the national training School 
of the yWCA. So impressed was Dow, 
she convinced Edna to go to college and 
promised to find scholarship money for 
her. After studying the catalogs of several 
schools, Edna decided to attend Vassar 
because among its students were “four 
girls from Persia, two from Syria and 
two from Japan, one from india, one 
from Berlin, Germany.”

in preparation for Vassar’s rigorous 
examinations for admission, Caroline 
Dow arranged for her to spend the 
spring of 1913 studying at Barnard Col-
lege on morningside Heights in new 
york City. Here she was able to study 
under respected professor William ten-
ney Brewster, and other well-known 
teachers. She lived a cloistered existence 
at the national training Center, at 52nd 
Street and Lexington Avenue, but new 
york’s literary lions sought her out and 
feted her at every opportunity.

A summer of intensive study at 
home followed, with special attention to 
history, math and Latin.

millay sailed through her Barnard 
exams and entered the class of 1917 at 

Vassar in the fall of 1913. At 21, she was 
at an age when most young women were 
graduating from college. She quickly be-
came disappointed in the school. in a 
letter to a friend she wrote: “i hate this 
pink-and-gray college. if there had been 
a college in Alice in Wonderland it would 
be this college. it isn’t on the Hudson. 
They lied to me. it isn’t anywhere near 
the Hudson. Every path in Poughkeep-
sie ends in a heap of cans and rubbish.”

Regulations abounded at Vassar. 
Smoking was forbidden; Edna smoked 
in a nearby cemetery. Rules about at-
tendance were strict; Edna cut classes 
with abandon. Her exasperated teachers 
complained, but the 35-year-old college 
president, Henry noble macCracken, 
refused to expel her. “i know all about 
poets at college,” he said. “i don’t want a 
banished Shelley on my doorstep.”

Vassar had other appeals for Edna. 
An erratic but brilliant student, she 
relished the courses in literature and 
languages--Latin, Greek, French, ital-
ian, Spanish and German. Vassar also 
stressed the performing arts. During her 
college years, Edna was a singer, com-
poser, actress and playwright.

Her graduation was threatened 
because she had innocently absented 
herself from the campus and had broken 
Vassar’s puritanical regulations. How-
ever, the wise young college president re-
lented, allowing her to receive her degree.

After college, Edna returned to 
maine for the summer and typed her 
first collection of poems to be published 
by mitchell Kennerley. Renascence and 
Other Poems appeared in the fall of 1917. 
Despite excellent sales, he paid her no 
royalties, a chronic fault of small presses.

in a review of a 1986 biography of 
Kennerley in The New York Times, John 
Gross offered this comment: “if Ken-
nerley was ready to take a chance on 
new or controversial authors, they had 
to take a chance on him; and financially, 
at least, they usually lost. Quite often, he 
simply failed to send them their royal-
ties, and when he did, his checks had a 
way of bouncing. He lived amid a chaos 
of unpaid bills; creditors who showed up 
in his office (where the receptionist was 

a former mistress he hadn’t been able to 
ditch) would be swept off to lunch--but 
they didn’t get their money.”

When summer was over, she 
headed straight to Greenwich Village. 
Learning that an actress was needed at 
the Provincetown Players, she read for 
the part of Annabelle, the female lead, in 
Floyd Dell’s comedy The Angel Intrudes, 
and gained it. She was attractive, person-
able and petite--five feet tall--with red 
hair and green eyes. only after the au-
dition was over and Dell read the name 
“Edna millay” on the slip of paper she 
left did he realize that she was the poet 
who had caused such a stir in literary 
circles.

Founded by George Cram Cook, 
a classics scholar affectionately known 
as “Jig,” the acting company had a the-
ater at 139 macDougal Street that gave 
writers a chance to create plays and see 
them produced--but paid no salaries to 
actors. The theater, in a remodeled pri-
vate dwelling, was only 15 feet wide and 
44 feet deep, with about a hundred seats.

The Angel Intrudes opened on De-
cember 28, 1917. Edna performed so 
well that she was made a member of 
the company. Dell offered her the lead 
in a second comedy, Sweet and Twenty, 
which she accepted.

Recently divorced and under psy-
choanalysis, the 31-year-old Dell broke 
his own vow of celibacy during the 
analysis and began a torrid love affair 
with Edna.

Gentlemen don’t tell, and Floyd 
was circumspect in his account of the 
affair in Homecoming, his 1933 autobi-
ography. However, two years before his 
death in 1969, he wrote a long essay 
detailing his love affair with Edna and 
sent it to the newberry Library in Chi-
cago, which holds the Dell papers. in it 
he revealed that he was Edna’s first male 
lover, although she had several lesbian 
relationships at Vassar.

Floyd Dell would be the first of 
many, many lovers.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher 
and local historian. He lives in Croton-on-
Hudson, N.Y.

Edna St. Vincent Millay, 1
The Poem That Launched a Career

Photographer Arnold Genthe shot 
this photo of Edna St. Vincent Millay 
when she visited the estate of Mitchell 
Kennerley in Mamaroneck in 1914.
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INTERNATIONAL

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
A recent assassination 
attempt in turkey of-
fers valuable lessons for 
the West concerning 
islamist hate—and the 

amount of deceit and betrayal that hate 
engenders towards non-muslim “infi-
dels”.

Last January, an assassination plot 
against a Christian pastor in turkey 
was thwarted. Police arrested 14 sus-
pects. two of them had been part of 
the pastor’s congregation for more than 
a year, feigning interest in Christianity. 
one went so far as to participate in a 
baptism. Three of the suspects were 
women. “These people had infiltrated 
our church and collected information 
about me, my family and the church 
and were preparing an attack against 
us,” said the pastor in question, Emre 
Karaali, a native turk: “two of them 
attended our church for over a year and 
they were like family”.

And their subversive tactics 
worked: “The 14 [suspects] had col-
lected personal information, copies of 
personal documents, created maps of 
the church and the pastor’s home, and 
had photos of those who had come to 
izmit [church] to preach”.

Consider the great lengths these 
islamic supremacists went to in order to 
murder this Christian pastor: wholesale 
deception, attending non-islamic plac-
es of worship and rites to the point that 
“they were like family” to the Christian 
they sought to betray and kill. While 
some may think such acts are indicative 
of un-islamic behavior, they are, in fact, 
doctrinally permissible and historically 
demonstrative.

islamic teaching permits deceits, 
ruses, and dispensations. For an in 
depth examination, read about the 
doctrines of taqiyya, tawriya, and taysir. 
Then there is islam’s overarching idea 
of niyya (or “intention”), best captured 

by the famous muslim axiom, “neces-
sity makes permissible the prohibited.” 
According to this teaching, the inten-
tions behind muslim actions determine 
whether said actions are permissible or 
not.

From here one may understand 
the many incongruities of islam: lying 
is forbidden—unless the intention is 
to empower islam; killing women and 
children is forbidden—but permissible 
during the jihad; suicide is forbidden—
unless the intention is to kill infidels, in 
which case it becomes a “martyrdom 
operation”.

Thus, feigning interest in Christi-
anity, attending church for over a year, 
participating in Christian baptisms, 
and becoming “like family” to an infi-
del—all things forbidden according to 
islamic Sharia—become permissible in 
the service of the jihad on Christianity.

History offers several examples 
of muslims feigning friendship and 
loyalty to non-muslims only to break 
faith at the opportune moment, be-
ginning with islam’s founder. When 
a non-muslim poet, Ka’b ibn Ashraf, 
offended muhammad, the prophet 
exclaimed: “Who will kill this man 
who has hurt Allah and his prophet?” 
A young muslim named ibn maslama 
volunteered on condition that, to get 
close enough to Ka’b to assassinate 
him, he be allowed to deceive the poet. 
The prophet agreed. ibn maslama 
went to Ka’b feigning friendship; the 
poet trusted his sincerity and took him 
into his confidence. Soon thereafter, the 
muslim youth returned with a friend 
and, while the trusting poet’s guard was 
down, they slaughtered him.

Likewise, muhammad com-
manded a convert from an adversarial 
tribe to conceal his new muslim iden-
tity and go back to his tribe—which he 
cajoled with a perfidious “you are my 
stock and my family, the dearest of men 
to me”—only to betray them to islam.

Such, are the lengths some mus-
lims—past and present—go to in or-
der to win the trust of those infidels 
they mean to betray. For example, in 
october 2012 in Somalia, a nation 
that has nothing in common with 
turkey, neither race, language, nor cul-
ture—only islam—this same story of 
betrayal recently took place. When a 
muslim sheikh became suspicions that 
a woman in his village had converted 
to Christianity, he sent his wife to the 
apostate, instructing her to pretend to 
be interested in learning about Chris-
tianity. The trusting Christian woman 
was only too happy to share the Gos-
pel with the feigning muslim woman. 
After it was verified that the woman 
was Christian, the sheikh and other 
muslims went to her house and shot 
her dead.

Such betrayals can only be un-
derstood in the context of the grow-
ing hate felt for infidels, Christians at 
the top of the list. in turkey alone—a 
relatively “moderate” nation in compar-
ison to other muslim nations like Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and 
Egypt—recent 
anecdotes of 
hate include 
the slaying of 
an 85-year-
old Christian 
A r m e n i a n 
woman, who 
was repeat-
edly stabbed 
to death in her 
apartment. A 
crucifix was 
carved onto 
her naked 
corpse. This is 
the fifth attack 
in the past two 
months against 
elderly Chris-
tian women 
(one lost an 
eye), even 
though Chris-

tians make less than 1% of turkey’s 
population.

The turkish pastor targeted for as-
sassination also explained the great en-
mity felt for Christians: “There is hate 
and this hate feeling continues from 
people here.” muslim children often 
curse and throw rocks at his church and 
its congregation—which consists of 
only 20 members.

The of course there was the 
malatya massacre. in April 2007, sever-
al terrorists attacked a publishing house 
in malatya, turkey, for distributing Bi-
bles. They bound, tortured, and stabbed 
for several hours three of its Christian 
employees before slitting their throats. 
Evidence also later emerged that the 
massacre was part of a much larger 
operation, including involvement of 
elements in turkey’s military. one un-
identified suspect later said: “We didn’t 
do this for ourselves, but for our religion 
[islam]…. Let this be a lesson to en-
emies of our religion”.

indeed, the true “lesson” is best 
captured by the following question: 
if some muslims, including women, 

are willing to go to such lengths to 
eliminate the already ostracized and 
downtrodden non-muslim minorities 
in their midst—attending churches 
and becoming like “family members” 
to those infidels they intend to kill—
how much deceit and betrayal must 
some of the smiling muslim activists of 
America, especially those in positions 
of power and influence, be engaging in 
to subvert and eliminate the most dan-
gerous of all infidels, the original Great 
Satan?

And yet, according to the obama 
administration, the only islamic-related 
threat Americans need to worry about 
is al-Qaeda—open, bearded terrorists 
screaming “death to America” while 
toting their Kalashnikovs—not, of 
course, that the administration allows 
that al-Qaeda has anything to do with 
“radical extremist islamism,” let alone 
islam proper.
Republished with permission by the author. 
First published in American Thinker on 
March 27, 2013 http://www.meforum.
org/3475/islamic-betrayal. 

The Threat of Islamic Betrayal

MAKE IT FUN!

By PAM YOUNG
i wish i had 
more nerve! 
i remember 
when those 
classes called 

Assertiveness Training were 
popular; i wanted to sign up, 
but i didn’t have the nerve. i 
could have been an extra char-

acter in the Wizard of Oz, right 
next to the cowardly lion; a big 
yellow, fluffy chicken skipping 
off down the yellow Brick 
Road to see the wizard to get 
nerve.

i secretly would like to be 
outspoken. i’d love not to care 
about the consequences of go-
ing up to some loud-mouthed 

cell phone user in the airport 
and saying, “Sir, please lower 
your voice, i’m sitting in the 
next gate and i don’t care what 
kind of bowel movement you 
had this morning and i’m real-
ly wondering if the guy on the 
other end of your conversation 
wants to know either!”

i’d like to not care if i got 
fat. Recently, i roomed with 
a wonderful woman in my 
chorus and she told me she is 

If Only I Had the Nerve

http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/english/country/turkey/article_2018075.html/
http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/english/country/turkey/article_2018075.html/
http://www.meforum.org/2538/taqiyya-islam-rules-of-war
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/tawriya-lying/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/islam/top-muslim-cleric-qaradawi-urges-western-muslims-to-liberalize/
http://www.sacred-texts.com/isl/bukhari/bh4/bh4_274.htm
http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/english/country/somalia/10010/
http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/english/country/somalia/10010/
http://www.economist.com/blogs/charlemagne/2013/01/turkeys-armenians
http://www.economist.com/blogs/charlemagne/2013/01/turkeys-armenians
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http://www.economist.com/blogs/charlemagne/2013/01/turkeys-armenians
http://www.economist.com/blogs/charlemagne/2013/01/turkeys-armenians
http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/english/country/turkey/article_1814094.html/
http://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/english/country/turkey/article_1814094.html/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/sharias-sinister-smiles/
http://www.raymondibrahim.com/from-the-arab-world/sharias-sinister-smiles/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WU6n1mrpAGY
http://www.americanthinker.com/2013/03/the_threat_of_islamic_betrayal.html
http://www.meforum.org/3475/islamic-betrayal
http://www.meforum.org/3475/islamic-betrayal
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totally fine with her fat! Her suitcase 
proved her point. it was filled with an 
assortment of chips, dips, chocolates 
and other candy which she happily 
munched on freely through the week-
end. it was stuff i’ve been limiting to a 
semi-annual indulgence. it made me 
want a suitcase packed with junk food 
to take on my next vacation. it made 
me think, ‘someday i’m going to eat just 
the center of the watermelon and throw 

out the rest.’ Just that thought made me 
nervous.

i love wild animals and living out 
in the woods as i do, is a great place to 
be with them. However there is this 
one family of deer that routinely plan 
and scheme their raids on my gardens. 
if i had the nerve, i would advertise 
in Guns R Us, “Hunter’s Paradise! Get 
your kill in minutes. Food and lodging 
included.” i’d guarantee a kill because i 
know just how to get right up to those 
fuzzy, adorable flower murderers.

See, my dad was an avid hunter 

and fisherman. When duck season 
came, he’d go with his hunting bud-
dies to Bachelor’s Island where there 
were these crazy looking huts out in the 
water called duck blinds. They’d take a 
boat out to one and sit in there hiding 
from the ducks and geese as they flew 
in to rest and eat. Well i would build a 
deer blind. i’d grow about ten roses in 
ten different pots and keep them on the 
deck (where the deer can only see and 
smell them) until hunting season when 
i’d put them out in my yard in a circle 
and instruct the hunters to wear hats i’d 

made covered in roses (like Aunt Bea’s 
church hat) and go sit in the circle.

i probably won’t get up the nerve 
to build the deer blind, but this sum-
mer i am going to go skinny dipping 
in the Lewis River. (i said i was going 
to do that last year but i lost my nerve.) 
i know a place that unless some guy 
comes by in a boat no one will see me. 
i’m also going to eat just the center of 
a watermelon and although i won’t 
throw out the seed part i won’t deal 
with it until the next day. And i think 
i’m going to make up some business 

cards that say, “Please use your quiet 
voice while you’re in public. Thank you!” 
oh, and since it’s April, i’ll just bet i 
lose my nerve by next hunting season, 
so i think i’ll start making a chicken 
costume in case i get a chance to take a 
hike on that yellow Brick Road.
For more from Pam Young go to www.
makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com . You’ll 
find many musings, videos of Pam in the 
kitchen preparing delicious meals, vid-
eos on how to get organized, ways to lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all 
from a reformed SLOB’s point of view.

Continued from page 11

MAKE IT FUN!

If Only I Had the Nerve

MILITARY

By Spc. JEFFREY MOORE
FoRt BRAGG, n.C. -- As the home 
of the 82nd Airborne, it is not unusual 
to see paratroopers floating from the 
sky but a 10,000-pound heavy artillery 
weapon attached to four parachutes 
might turn a few heads. This m777A2 
Howitzer “heavy drop”, march 15, was 
just a small part of a joint exercise en-
suring combat readiness of soldiers and 
marines.

The 82nd Airborne Division’s 18th 
Fires Brigade (ABn) hosted marines 
from the 10th marine Regiment and 
2nd marine Aircraft Wing, Camp 
Lejeune, n.C., in a joint training exer-
cise, mar. 11 to mar. 18. Within the ex-
ercise was a Joint interoperability Live 
Fire Exercise (JiLFX), a four-day event 
that focused on joint communications 
and fire mission processing. The week 
gave Paratroopers and marines the op-
portunity to work together in a training 
environment that would prepare them 
for joint operations in combat.

“Coming to Fort Bragg is a great 
opportunity for joint training and it 
gives us the ability to do things we can’t 
do on Camp Lejeune. Here, we have 
to opportunity to learn how to support 
each other in combat and integrate our 
fires, which as an artillery element is 
crucial,” said Col. Brad Hall, 10th ma-
rine Regiment, Camp Lejeune, n.C.

Though the current fiscal environ-
ment was a limiting factor in this year’s 
exercise, the training was deemed a 
success by 18th Fires Brigade (ABn) 
Commander Col. Robert morschauser 
and Hall. Even with time and funding 
constraints, Paratroopers were able to 
focus on mission-critical training and 
learning to work in a joint environment.

in an effort to maximize train-
ing time, 18th Fires Brigade used 
their time in the field to conduct a 
number of concurrent tasks such as 

Sexual Harassment/Assault Response 
and Prevention (SHARP) training, 
Chemical Biological Radiological nu-
clear (CBRn) training and small arms 
ranges.

The training was cut by more 
than two-thirds of its original planned 
days, leaving only enough time for 
mission-critical training. it was origi-
nally scheduled to be a 14-day training 
mission that would cost approximately 
$140,000. After fiscal conservatives 
it was changed to an eight-day train-
ing mission costing $77,000. Finally, it 
ended up as a four-day training mission 
costing $37,000.

“in order to save money, our units 
stayed in static locations instead of 
moving around the battle field in order 
to conserve fuel and save money. We 
also utilized marine aircraft to move 
to and from main post to the field to 
save on fuel costs,” said morschauser, a 
yonkersite.

Certain training events could be 
left out or rescheduled to a later date, 
but not certifications and maintaining 
serviceable equipment. These elements 
were crucial to mission readiness and 
could not be cut from the budget.

“maintaining certifications and 
serviceability of equipment are our 
must-haves for us,” said morschauser. 
“We can cut other things but we have 
to stay ready to deploy at a moment’s 
notice,” he added.

Despite communication hiccups 
between the two branches, the 18th 
Fires BDE was still able to meet their 
training objectives and the goals of 
testing the equipment for interoper-
ability performance. it was valuable and 
worthwhile training for the Paratroop-
ers and marines.

“Conducting our standard training 
and being able to introduce something 
new, like joint operations, really allows 

us as marines to broaden our scope and 
i think this exercise has been an out-
standing success,” said Hall.

The joint training exercises varied 
each day but one consistent factor re-
mained, intensity. During a two-gun 
air assault mission, with marine he-
licopters emplacing two h13owitzers 
in an open field, soldiers had only 45 
minutes to prepare, position, fire and 
extract the weapons. Such a small time 
frame required positive communication 
between marine pilots and paratroop-
ers on the ground and showcased the 
tremendous benefit of training together 
to make these missions successful.

“When we go to our next fight, 
just as we did with our last fight, it is 
all going to be a joint effort. We need 
to know how to train, work and fight 
together and that is what this training 
is all about,” said morschauser about 

paratroopers training with marines.
As part of the 82nd Airborne Di-

vision’s Global Response Force, 18th 
Fires must be prepared to perform un-
der a number of conditions, to include 
field artillery roles and serving as a rapid 
reaction element in times of domestic 
crisis with local law enforcement. By 
training in a joint environment along-
side marines, there are lessons learned 
that provide both paratroopers and 
marines the experience necessary to 
win the next fight when the nation 
calls.

With live-fire exercises, interoper-
ability training, air assault raids and a 
number of other training opportuni-
ties, the week-long joint training exer-
cise was a true representation of mixed 
services training as they would fight. 
The knowledge and experience gained 
by paratroopers and marines in a joint 

environment is an invaluable tool for 
future combat missions and fosters 
positive relationships between the two 
services, and what better platform for 
this kind of training than Fort Bragg, 
home of the Airborne and the 82nd 
Airborne Division.

“it was great to see marines and 
soldiers working together and staying 
on target,” said morschauser about 
the week-long training event. “We are 
working very hard to keep our soldiers 
ready. our soldiers deserve that, and 
our nation deserves that,” he said.
Spc. Jeffrey Moore, the author, is from 
the 10th Press Camp HQ, Fort Bragg, 
NC. He wrote a story about the 82nd 
Airborne Division’s 18th Fires Brigade 
(ABN), whose commander, Col. Robert 
Morschauser is from Yonkers, NY.

Soldiers, Marines Work Together in Joint Exercise

http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.makeitfunanditwillgetdone.com
http://www.dvidshub.net/portfolio/1176949
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By JOHN SIMON
The musical Hands on a Hardbody 
(not what you think), based on a 
documentary by S. R. Bindler, had 
two strikes against it from incep-
tion. it deals with a contest by a 

nissan dealership in a small texas town, whereby 
whichever competitor could keep one hand 
longest on a shiny new truck would win it. two 
problems, though.

First, how do you choreograph dances for 
performers not detachable from that truck? Sec-
ond, how can you put the documentary’s shabby, 
real-life contestants, impoverished and some even 
toothless, into a glitzy Broadway show? There are 
periodic 15-minute rest periods for the contend-
ers, but the most likely relationship they allow for 
is with a bathroom.

There are ten contestants, two spouses, one 
male and one female supervising nissan employ-
ees, and one small-time, guitar-strumming tV 
host. it is hard to drum up much interest for them 
in a situation that must be alien to all theatergo-

ers. This is not something like Titanic, where the 
circumstances alone provide inherent drama.

The show, with book by the texan Doug 
Wright, lyrics by Amanda Green, and music by 
mostly trey Anastasio (of the band Phish) and 
some by ms. Green, is a run over hurdles not 
easefully negotiated. For starters, the set by Chris-
tine Jones, with that gleaming red truck plunked 
down center stage, and only part of a glass-walled 
office occasionally brought on stage left, and a 
dimly stylized backdrop, is no oasis for the eye. 
Kevin Adams’s lighting doggedly replicates the 

Continued on page 14
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i think it’s safe to say most of us know 
this classic recording from head to toe, 
this is where Albert debuted on Stax 
and was backed by all members of 
Booker t. & the mG’s with the mem-
phis Horns, talk about a marriage made 
in heaven! Early in 2013 Bill Dahl 
wrote his insightful new set of liner 
notes, also included are michael Point’s 
2002 liners, and of course the original 
1967 liners by Deanie Parker, so there’s 
a sixteen page booklet included, the 
original album tracks as well as five pre-
viously unreleased bonus tracks.

Eleven tunes comprised the origi-
nal LP “Born under a Bad Sign” with 
one King original “Down Don’t Bother 
me” though there’s one other King/
David Porter tune, see below. it’s no 
wonder that this recording was such a 
success, starting with Booker t.’s and 
William Bell’s title track with those 
thunderous opening bass-lines, that was 
later covered by Cream. King stamped 
his signature sound on “Crosscut Saw” 
that became one of his many live per-
formance tunes. note how King took 
the Leiber and Stoller “Kansas City” 
uptown memphis styled. And the 
hits kept on coming with “oh Pretty 

Woman,” and the lesser known “Down 
Don’t Bother me” written by King. 
Plus covers of ivory Joe Hunter’s “i Al-
most Lost my mind,” the co-authored 
(David Porter and Albert King) “Per-
sonal manager,” “Laundromat Blues,” 
and “As the years Go Passing By” all 
are fond memories from this wonder-
ful original recording, though i thought 
it was a bit odd to conclude with “The 
Very Thought of you.” But no matter; 
it wasn’t unrealistic to expect that soon 
after “Born under a Bad Sign” made 
its appearance on the charts that King 
Albert found himself playing in front of 
larger audiences like the Fillmore’s East 
and West.

of course, most Stax Remasters 
series albums would not be complete 
with previously unreleased bonus 
tracks. The alternate take of “Born 
under a Bad Sign” isn’t that differ-
ent than the original album version, 
but i do like the audio mix better. The 
“Crosscut Saw” alternate also sounds 
a bit brighter, especially the horns. yet 
another alternate “The Hunter” is defi-
nitely grittier, and more righteous, the 
Duck Dunn’s bass roars at you and Al-
bert’s snarls are more apparent, i clearly 

like this version better than the original. 
The final alternate “Personal manager” 
is about one minute shorter than the 
previous original; it’s a little heavier too. 
The final (non-alternate) bonus track 
is an instrumental titled “untitled in-
strumental” credited to Albert, it’s short 
at just over two minutes, Dunn’s bass 
pounces, the horns kick, Booker tickles 
the ivories on this all too short gem.

So if you have the original “Born 
under a Bad Sign” in your collection 
should you purchase this one? That’s a 
tough and (perhaps a financially) call, 
but considering the magic touch and 
enhanced sounds unearthed by the re-
mastering whiz Joe tarantino, the three 
sets of liner notes, and the five bonus 
tracks; i say get yourself this new Stax 
Remasters edition and enjoy.

By the way, if you happen to need 
further proof of Albert King’s prowess, 
know that Albert King will be posthu-
mously inducted into the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame on April 18, 2013. Finally, 
here, here!
Bob Putignano 
www.Soundsof-
Blue.com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Albert King “Born under a Bad Sign” Stax  
Remasters – Concord w/5 Bonus tracks
“Add this Classic Albert King Album to the new Stax Remasters series.” Rating: 7

Not What You Think
 EYE ON  THEATRE

The cast of “Hands of a Hardbody”

http://www.soundsofblue.com/
http://www.soundsofblue.com/
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Continued on page 15

passing of 91 ¼ hours of scorching 
daytime alternating with oppressive, 
sleepless night, revealing to us progres-
sively more exhausted characters tell-
ingly enacted by ever more crumpled 
actors.

The performances are not to be 
faulted. There is an older couple with 
only the husband, J. D. Drew, compet-
ing and wife Virginia solicitous and 
worried; another older couple, Janis 
and Don, 3has these roles reversed. 
There is a diehard and braggart Benny, 
with a dead son in the marines and 
a wife who absconded with the blue 
truck he won two years ago. There is 
Chris, a bitter ex-marine with undi-
gested combat fatigue; and there is 
pretty, young Heather, who gets into 
some hanky-panky with mike, the 
male supervisor, eliciting hostility 
from Cindy, the female one, and from 
the struggling others.

There are also young Kelli and 
Greg, who meet here and develop 
a precarious romance; also Jesus, a 
young Hispanic suspected (incorrect-
ly) of illegality, who misses the dog he 
left behind; and there is the obese, re-
ligious norma, whose blind faith and 
one-sided conversations with God 
will be severely tested. And, of course, 
there are alliances and rivalries among 
these and the other contestants.

Wright’s book is just barely ad-
equate, adding two other arbitrary 
characters: the tV host covering the 
event and a university scientist ques-
tioned about the possible harmful-
ness of competing. But for me the 
real problem was my dislike of all that 
country music, although the Green 
lyrics were evergreen enough. i par-

ticularly savored such slant rhymes 
as turnip/burn up, though i question 
a rhyme for “it’s a fix”: “Styx,” rather 
unlikely coming from one of these 
mouths.

i repeat: all the acting is fine, 
whether from canny old hands {meta-
phoric —not the kind on the Hard-
back) such as Keith Carradine ( J.D.) 
and Hunter Foster (Benny), or from 

younger or lesser-known ones such 
as the likable Greg ( Jay Armstrong 
Johnson), Kelli (Allison Case), Chris 
(David Larsen), Heather (Kathleen 
Elizabeth monteleone), Cindy (Con-
nie Ray), to name only the most sa-
lient. A very special mention, however, 
is owed to the norma of Keala Settle, 
who enacts both a seizure and a trance 
with terrifying authenticity, including 
the scariest convulsions in the legs 
you’re ever likely to see.

Sergio trujillo’s direction and 
choreography are the best possible 
under the circumstances, and perhaps, 
trickily, even a bit beyond. Susan Hil-
ferty’s apt costumes exceed probability 
only ever so slightly. So, all in all, there 
are a few adscititious virtues, but keep-
ing your eyes and ears glued to the 
proceedings may be as hard as keeping 
your hand on that nissan, with which 
you may want to have no truck.

Photos by Chad Batka and courtesy of the 
Hartman Group.

Brooks Atkinson Theatre, 256 W. 47th 
Street, between Broadway and 8th Av-
enue, New York, NY 10026 Tickets, 
$57.75-$151.75. (800) 745-3000.

John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 
and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review, New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com 
and Bloomberg News. Mr. Simon holds a 
PhD from Harvard University in Com-
parative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.

Not What You Think

 EYE ON

Jay Armstrong Johnson as Greg Wilhote and Allison Case as Kelli Mangrum in 
“Hands on a Hardbody”

Jacob Ming-Trent as Ronald McCowan, Dale Soules as Janis Curtis, Jay Armstrong 
Johnson as Greg Wilhote, Allison Case as Kelli Mangrum, John Rua as Jesus Pena, 
David Larsen as Chris Alvaro, Keala Settle as Norma Valverde, Hunter Foster as 

Benny Perkins, Kathleen Monteleone as Heather Stovall and Keith Carradine as JD 
Drew in “Hands on a Hardbody”.

Mary Gordon Murray as Virginia Drew, Jacob Ming-Trent as Ronald McCowan, 
Keith Carradine as JD Drew, Jon Rua as Jesus Pena, David Larsen as Chris 

Alvaro, Jay Armstrong Johnson as Greg Wilhote, Allison Case as Kelli Mangrum, 
Hunter Foster as Benny Perkins, Kathleen Monteleone as Heather Stoval, Dale 

Soules as Janis Curtis, William Youmas as Don Curtis, Connie Ray as Cindy Barnes, 
and Keala Settle as Norma Valverde in “Hands on Hardbody”.

Continued from page 13

GoVERnmEntSection
By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
This past Wednesday, i 
attended a very infor-
mative panel discussion 
on underage drinking 

sponsored by the Health and Wellness 
Committee of the Bronxville School. 

two of the Village’s police officers were 
panelists sharing their expertise from 
the law enforcement vantage point.

Given its importance, i thought 
information on the topic from the legal 
perspective would be worth repeating 
for even wider dissemination.

The laws pertaining to underage 
drinking are quite strict. As example, 

in 2008 the Westchester County Leg-
islature passed a “Social Host” law. in 
essence, it states that any adult who 
knowingly allows a party or gathering 
where minors are present and drink-
ing alcohol – or becoming aware that 
minors are drinking on their premises – 
and fails to take action can be punished 
by fine and/or imprisonment. First 
time offenders are fined $250 with 
the amount increasing per incident to 
a $1,000 fine and/or up to one-year 

imprisonment. in addition, if someone 
who consumed alcohol on your prop-
erty injures someone while driving, 
civil liabilities attach as well as crimi-
nal charges if it is determined that you 
should have known of their behavior.

merchants selling alcohol to a 
minor can be charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor punishable by a wide 
range of fines and up to one year in jail. 
However, under a provision in the same 
law, a “seller” or “giver” of alcoholic bev-

erages to a minor can be a sixteen year 
old handing a beer to his nineteen year 
old friend and the same penalties apply.

on the local level, Bronxville like 
most other communities, has an open 
Container Law with violators subject 
to fines from $25 to $250, thirty hours 
of community service and mandatory 
attendance at a mADD meeting with 
stricter penalties for repeat offenders. 
However, concurrently, under an appli-

Looking Out for One Another
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

cable Alcoholic State Beverage Control 
Law, the punishment is the same but 
there is no requirement that the con-
tainer be open or even physically in 
one’s hand. Everyone under the age of 
21 at a party or in a car where alcohol 
is present can be deemed violating the 
law. not drinking is not a defense. This 
is a classic case of guilt by association. it 
is also important to note that the State 
has a zero tolerance policy for drivers 
under 21 impaired by alcohol. Any 
level of impairment subjects the driver 
to a DmV hearing and possible license 
revocation.

in addition, our police force does 

“integrity checks” on all Village busi-
nesses that serve or sell alcohol and i 
am gratified to report that they were all 
law abiding at last check.

our police department’s current 
emphasis is on training officers to earn 
specialization in youth services. in the 
past, we had one officer so trained and 
now we have six who work very closely 
with the school, students and families 
to assist in youth issues of all varieties, 
not just underage drinking. Parents are 
encouraged to call the department and 
collaborate with offices on prevention 
strategies.

The above laws are strict to be sure 
and the police are sworn to uphold the 
law but at the same time local police 

departments have some discretion in 
eventual disposition and punishment.

in the house party situations, Vil-
lage officers are most concerned with 
determining the source of the alcohol 
and work cooperatively with neighbor-
ing jurisdictions to ascertain the point 
of sale.

our department has viewed for-
mal charges that introduce a child to 
the court system as their last punish-
ment resort, fully understanding the 
long term implications of arrest and 
prosecution. Their paramount concern 
is the safety of our youth and educat-
ing them that their poor choices have 
consequences. The most disheartening 
scenario for our officers is bringing 
someone to the police station one Fri-
day night only to see him or her out the 

next Friday night exhibiting the same 
behavior.

The most positive end result of ap-
prehension by the police for underage 
drinking is a partnership with the par-
ents to educate the underage drinker 
along with restitution of any damaged 
property and hours of community ser-
vice.

The most dangerous situations are 
those when friends all have been drink-
ing but one is in particular extremis 
requiring medical attention. youngsters 
will often call 911 but then leave the 
scene fearing their own prosecution. 
The result is often precious minutes lost 
as Emts and police look for the exact 
location of the child often in the dark. 
There have been cases of youngsters 
found in snow banks and hypothermic 

here in the Village. in late 2011, the 
new york State Legislature passed a 
“911 Good Samaritan Law” specifically 
to address this dangerous issue. The law 
seeks to encourage youngsters to call 
911, remain with their friend until help 
arrives and hold the caller harmless, 
thereby averting a possible tragedy.

We must encourage our Village 
youth to lookout for each other in ev-
ery situation and we as adults must be 
vigilant in caring for them all as they 
are the Village’s most precious resource.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Vil-
lage of Bronxville, New York. If you have 
a suggestion or comment, consider direct-
ing your perspective by directing email to 
mayor@vobny.com.

BUDGET

By HEZI ARIS
ALBAny, ny – yon-
kers mayor mike 
Spano, supported in 
his conjecture of an $89 
million deficit in Fy 

2012-2013, and an $84 million deficit 

for Fy 2013-2014 by the likes of such 
luminaries as former Assemblyman 
Richard Brodsky and former Lt. Gov-
ernor Richard Ravitch, who asserted 
the City of yonkers (Coy) was to face 
a deficit of more than $80 million. it 
was under that premise that the yon-

kers State Delegation rallied 
their collective efforts to 
gain the financial where-
withal to meet the fiscal 
challenges before Coy. to 
that end, yonkers State Del-
egation, headed by Democratic 

Conference Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, 34th 
District, Senator George 
Latimer, 37th District, As-

semblymember Shelley 
mayor, 90th District, and As-

semblyman Gary Pretlow, 89th 

District successfully met the challenge. 
Through their collective resolve, Coy 
will receive millions in additional aid 
and grants from the new york State 
Budget passed by the new york State 
Legislature on march 29, 2013. The 
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Yonkers’ State Delegation’s Efforts Include Additional State Budget Funding and Relief for the City of Yonkers
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State’s fiscal plan will also provide yon-
kers with an option to realize imme-
diate savings from future decreases in 
pension payments (also known as pen-
sion smoothing). This could allow the 
City and the yonkers Public Schools 
(yPS) to access millions of dollars in 
the short term to deal with their budget 
gaps.
Education Funds to the yonkers Public 
Schools in the 2013 new york State 
Budget

$225,006,825 in school aid (an 
increase of 5.3% from last year or $11 
million; this is $2.3 million more than 
the Governor originally proposed)

$19.6 million in Video Lottery 
terminal (VLt) Aid specifically for 
the yonkers Public Schools District 
(yPS)-(unchanged from last year)

$750,000 for sports programs in 
the yonkers Public Schools (yPS)-
(reappropriation from the Assembly)

$100,00 bullet aid (added by the 
Assembly)

Local Government Funds to the 

City of yonkers in the 2013 new york 
State Budget

$108,215,479 for Aid and incen-
tives for municipalities (Aim)- (un-
changed from last year)

$1,872,043 in Local Highway 
improvements Grants or CHiPS (an 
increase of $352,000 from last year)

other Budget items impacting 
the City of yonkers

Pension smoothing option could 
provide millions of dollars in short 
term budget relief to the City of yon-
kers (Coy) and the yonkers Public 
Schools (yPS)

SnuG programs throughout the 
State of new york were funded at $3 
million

new york youth Works, a tax 
credit program that helps disadvan-
taged youth find jobs, was extended for 
another year

$8 million for the Saw mill River 
Redevelopment (reappropriation)

$728,000 for improvements to the 
yonkers Sewer District (reappropria-
tion)

$25 million in competitive grants 

for full-day and half-day pre-kinder-
garten programs throughout the State

Democratic Conference Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins stated, “my 
partners in the yonkers delegation and 
i worked tirelessly to deliver additional 
funding and relief to yonkers and its 
public schools. The $11 million increase 
in aid to the schools, plus the $750,000 
for sports programs and $100,000 in 
bullet aid will help the Board of Edu-
cation close their massive budget gap. 
And the pension smoothing plan pro-
vides another option which could help 
the City and school district deal with 
their deficits. These items will provide 
at least some relief to the cash-strapped 
city, although they will not solve all of 
yonkers’ problems. The State delega-
tion and i are committed to continue 
working with our local partners to 
bring fiscal stability to yonkers.”

Senator George Latimer said, 
“Any relief that we can deliver for the 
City of yonkers is a step in the right 
direction. With the City facing a large 
budget gap, it is imperative that we 
work with the mayor and local officials 

to give them the flexibility to deliver the 
necessary services for residents with-
out raising taxes. By opting into the 
pension-smoothing program, the City 
of yonkers will be able to adjust short-
term costs as future savings are realized, 
preventing further cuts this year.”

Assemblywoman Shelley mayer 
commented, “i am pleased that this 
year’s State budget provides more 
resources for our city as it struggles 
to regain its fiscal footing. The state 
delegation’s joint commitment to the 
yonkers Public Schools will allow for 
significant restoration of needed edu-
cational services for our children. i es-
pecially appreciate Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver’s efforts on behalf of 
the yonkers Public Schools. We will 
continue to fight for additional funding 
to meet the fiscal needs of yonkers and 
work together in support of yonkers’ 
resurgence.”

Assemblyman Gary Pretlow, “it 
is great that we were able to work to-
gether to help yonkers. We continue to 
have work to do but i am confident this 
budget will provide needed relief to the 

City and the school district.”
At issue now for mayor mike 

Spano and the yonkers City Council 
is to ascertain the budget deficit figures. 
Based on figures divulges in dribs and 
drabs over the last months, we start 
with the $84 million deficit spoken 
to above. An additional $5 million for 
mayor Spano’s hiring a class of Fire-
fighters incurred overtime. Hurricane 
Sandy exacted an addition $ 8 million 
in unexpected costs. yPS Superinden-
tend Bernard Pierorazio advised Al-
bany that the yonkers BoE was $43.5 
million in arrears, a figure that was late 
corrected to be a sum of $48 million. A 
few weeks later mr Pierorazio advised 
he would re-instate an additional $23 
million. The total comes to $168 mil-
lion. yonkers City Hall has yet to reveal 
the anticipated budget deficit for Fy 
2013-2014 and it must again be noted 
that since mayor mike Spano has 
taken the mantle of mayor, his admin-
istration has missed giving the yon-
kers City Council a quarterly financial 
report; and further, has not divulged a 
fiscal picture of the state of city to the 
public. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By PEGGY GODFREY
Anyone who expected 
to hear numerous envi-
ronmental concerns at 
the Draft Environmen-
tal impact Statement 

(DEiS) for the Echo Bay development 
hearing at the new Rochelle City 
Council on march 12, 2013, had to be 
disappointed. The financial shortcom-
ings of the Forest City Residential plan 
and especially the costs to the schools 
were brought up, along with praise of 
the waterfront. But there was only a 
limited amount of discussion on the 
contaminants and the cost of remediat-
ing them. The plan calls for 285 apart-
ments, 25,000 square feet of retail space 
and public access to the waterfront on 
the present City yard site.

Jason Klein of the Federated Con-
servationists of Westchester County 
expressed that the project incorporated 
environmentally sound planning and 
he supported the clean-up and public 
access to the waterfront. Jobs, especially 
for younger workers, were on the minds 
of several speakers. John morgan of 
the new Rochelle Housing Authority 

advocated for programs that are being 
used to train youth for various occu-
pations; such as electricians. Speakers 
throughout the hearing included rep-
resentatives from the lobbyist groups 
Business Council of Westchester and 
the Westchester County Business As-
sociation

These organizations also advo-
cated for the project claiming it would 
create both construction and retail jobs.

in contrast, John D’Alois, a resi-
dent of the area, said contaminants on 
the site were not addressed. The pro-
jected buildings would severely impact 
the neighborhood by creating shadows 
on the East End and exacerbate traffic 
accidents, particularly on Pratt Street. 
Rose mary Spillane felt the area needed 
to be more open so that people would 
feel welcome to enter. Also, smaller size 
retail is not what was promised.

Following those thoughts, Laraine 
Karl asked if Forest City Residential 
had walked the streets of the east end. 
There were only two empty stores in 
the area and several waterfront areas 
including Hudson Park, Davenport 
Park, and Five islands Park. if jobs are 
needed the workers could refurbish the 

Armory.
A long time resident of new Ro-

chelle, Alexi Brock, criticized the poor 
handling of tax abatements by the City. 
Alluding to the teachers being cut in 
recent years, she stated, “you can’t get 
blood from a stone.” She is shortly to 
move to Stamford, Connecticut, where 
she has purchased a house.

Certainly the greatest amount 
of criticism on the DEiS was for the 
money cited for the schools. Robert 
Cox asked “Why is the City writing a 
large check today that schools have to 
pay tomorrow?” He was critical of the 
fixed school tax payments per student, 
which would not increase in the future 
or adjust upward if more students live 
in the project. Several school board 
members, Vice President Deidre Polow 
and Jeffrie Hastie also spoke. Polow 
claimed the school board had always 
supported development, but the cost 
of $17,500 per pupil per year should 
not be a fixed cost in the report. Hastie 
asked if the Board of Education could 
be included earlier in the process.

There were veterans present who 
had an assortment of concerns. Jack 
Lotz, past Commander of the Korean 

War Veterans, spoke of veterans who 
never came home after defending our 
country. He was there to speak for the 
veterans who still need a lot of help. 
Referring to Superbowl hero Ray Rice, 
he suggested making the Armory the 
City’s Superbowl. to heavy cheers he 
said there were no apartments for vet-
erans in the plan.

A real estate agent in new Ro-
chelle for 56 years, Larry talt was criti-
cal of the DEiS. He said the retail is 
equivalent to the space of a C town 
store and asked where the appraisal 
was on the property. Alluding to Forest 
City’s Ridge Hill bribery scandal, Peter 
Parente, to loud applause, said he would 
not do business with the firm.

Perhaps the most poignant mo-
ment came when former State Assem-
blyman Ron tocci spoke.

Assuring the Councilmembers 

the greatest respect, he stated legisla-
tive change would be required for the 
changes Forest City Residential has 
projected for the Armory. in his view 
the ten story sewage plant should be 
analyzed in relation to the project. 
Alluding to Councilman Lou tran-
gucci’s unsuccessful resolution at the 
City Council meeting that afternoon, 
he urged the Council to be “fair.” The 
City Council has consistently denied 
the veterans who have committed ten 
years of effort to save the Armory the 
opportunity to present their plan. They 
should be given that opportunity.

The public has until march 22 to 
submit any written comments about 
this DEiS to the new Rochelle City 
Council.
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a 
former educator. 

The Financial Viability of Echo Bay
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By STEPHEN I. MAYO
The united Veterans of 
new Rochelle resolved 
this winter to replace 
the tattered representa-
tion of the American 

flag (the red, white and blue “standard” 
of our united States of America and 
the 50 united states) resolutely still 
flying at the simple structure, known 
up and down the Long island Sound 
Shore coast, as “The Armory”. new 
Rochelle’s City manager Chuck 
Strome was notified; the vets prompt-
ly sprang into action and, on Thursday 
march 21 they proclaimed the noble 
mission, “accomplished” before scores 
of veterans of wars and international 
combat assignments, and dozens more 
of an appreciative public.

Former armed service members 
and their friends in communities in 
and around new Rochelle, West-
chester County, new york State, and 
other places, as far away as California, 
have formed an alliance for the express 
purpose of finding a way to protect the 
beloved and unique (if a bit ungainly) 
building from the planned closing of 
an adjoining public works yard and 
a long-considered but not finalized 
residential rental project by the Forest 
City development group. The Armory 
has housed thousands of the military 
in transit - to and from points of con-

flict around the world and also mem-
bers of the public in safety - as a refuge 
from fires, storms, flooding, homeless-
ness and other troubles incidental to 
the exciting if somewhat congested 
life in metropolitan new york City. 
Save our Armory, as the volunteer 

enterprise is called, has been involved 
in formulating a new life for the struc-
ture; a community gathering place, 
creative arts venue and sports arena to 
be called the new Rochelle Veterans 
memorial Center for the Performing 

Arts.
Armory defenders agitated for 

the historic facility’s rescue from the 
plain and craven neglect of the city en-
gineering plant and staff. Later, shock-
ing acts of abuse and violence against 
the structure and fixtures and works of 
art stored within were revealed to have 
been perpetrated by public employees 
and private contract vendees. What 
provoked the greatest outcry from the 
public and veterans and armory de-
fending groups was the administrative 
incompetence of city officials charged 
with preserving the armory’s integrity 
after it was acquired from the State of 
new york for $1.00 in 1997. Thanks 
to their efforts, the veterans and their 
friends and fans were able to bid for 
development rights in the armory 
building parcel; only to place second 
in the contest to a putatively well-fi-
nanced, gourmet dining outfit created 
solely for the profit of its investors. 
incredibly, the winner defaulted on its 
financing obligations within months 
of their undertaking!

Save our Armory, veterans and 
friends and veterans memorial cen-
ter partisans see an opportunity to 
advance their charitable/non-profit 
cause once again; can their time be 
finally at hand after the active hos-
tility of a city administration intent 
on pursuing its own objectives has 
run its course? A city administration 
with a long record of rewarding its 
own network of financial backers and 

supporters and “visionary” real estate 
contributors; and a palpable (and al-
most risible, were it not so perverse) 
prejudice against veterans’ interests 
and disdain for their public advocates? 
one can only hope that, “time will tell” 
in the final playing of this Dickensian 
tale of jealousy and greed.

With all the civic activism and 
political intrigue just related paren-
thetically, would it be naive to expect 
that the veterans and their sympathiz-
ers might now enjoy a period of calm 
in which to gaze upon their hallowed 
facility with a degree of satisfaction? 
is it within the realm of metaphysical 
possibilities to expect hardened city 
council hands, veterans of clubhouse 
primary battles and general elections 
to desist from their combative ways 
just for a brief period to allow our wea-
ried armed service veterans - largely 
plain working men and women, given 
to strong allegiances to country and 
house of worship, proud to honor uni-
forms some years past the heights of 
the sartorial splendor of their youth - a 
minute to relish their achievement? A 
local political armistice? A demilita-
rized zone of partisan rifle-play? How 
about a Passover / Easter truce so that 
the disputants might retrieve their ca-
sualties?

How else to explain City manag-
er Strome’s late correspondence with 
united Veterans’ leader Peter Parente? 
to wit:

“i have received numerous com-

TO NEVER FORGET

THE WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY FOR 
HUMANISTIC JUDAISM

INVITES YOU TO SHARE AN EVENING OF  
REMEMBRANCE, SEE AND DISCUSS THE AWARD  

WINNING FRENCH FILM

“LES MISERABLES”  
(1995 VERSION WITH A HOLOCAUST TWIST)

FEATURING JEAN-PAUL BELMONDO  
IN A DUAL ROLE

SATURDAY EVENING, APRIL 6, 7 PM 
AT THE COMMUNITY UNITARIAN CHURCH  

468 ROSEDALE AVE, WP 

JUDY WANK WILL LEAD A HAVDALAH SERVICE  
PRIOR TO THE FILM

DESSERTS, COFFEE, TEA WILL BE SERVED

NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION, BUT DONATIONS ARE AL-
WAYS WELCOME

For more information call Charlotte Klein: 914-218-8535

FUNDING

Congressman Eliot Engel (D-ny-
16) announced the u.S. Department 
of Homeland Security is awarding 
$519,744 in grant money to the Vil-
lage of Larchmont. The funds will 
support the hiring of three firefight-
ers for two years. The grant is part 
of the SAFER grant program – the 
Staffing for Adequate Firefighter 
Emergency Response.

Rep. Engel said, “These grants 
will be very helpful to the village, 
especially at a time when munici-
pal budgets around the country are 
shrinking. The grant money will help 
Larchmont maintain local services 
and improve safety for all village resi-
dents. Village firefighters do an out-

standing job protecting Larchmont 
residents and this will enable them to 
an even better job in the future.”

State Senator George Latimer 
said, “The people of Larchmont de-
serve the best local services that they 
possibly can have. it is great to see 
multiple levels of government work-
ing together to help the Village de-
liver these quality services. under 
Congressman Engel’s direction and 
working with mayor mcAndrews 
and Captain Caparelli, we identified 
a local need and the resources to ad-
dress it in a collective way that will 
clearly benefit the residents of Larch-
mont.”

Assemblyman Steve otis said, 

“i want to thank Congressman En-
gel for his leadership in obtaining 
this SAFER grant for the Village of 
Larchmont. Day after day, our village 
firefighters risk their own well-being 
to protect others in times of need and 
dire emergency. This grant will help 
to ensure that our bravest have the 
tools and support they need to con-
tinue the outstanding job that we’ve 
come to expect from them.”

Larchmont mayor Anne 
mcAndrews said, “in these difficult 
budgetary times, this SAFER grant 
has allowed the Village of Larch-
mont to plan its future Fire Depart-
ment needs. many thanks to all who 
helped in this endeavor.”

“i appreciate the efforts of all our 
representatives in Congress did for 
us in securing the grant. it will help 
us dramatically in staffing for the 
fire department. We will be able to 
provide more manpower to provide 
services to Larchmont. This is really 
going to be a benefit to Larchmont,” 
said Larchmont Fire Department 
Captain John Caparelli.

The goal of any SAFER grant is 
to enhance the ability of grantees to 
attain and maintain 24-hour staffing 
and to assure that their communities 
have adequate protection from fire 
and fire-related hazards.

Rep. Engel Announces over $500,000 in Safer Grants for Larchmont

GOVERNANCE

Stars and Stripes / Gadsden flags flying at New Rochelle Armory. Photo by and 
courtesy of John D’Alois.
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plaints relative to the yellow flag that 
was hung underneath the American 
Flag at the Armory. The complaints 
are that the flag is a political flag with 
a political message. ...i have been ad-
vised by several people that this flag is 
a tea Party Flag. ...The purpose of this 
email is to advise you that i have di-
rected the City’s Department of Pub-
lic Works to remove this flag from the 
Armory flagpole.”

And later:
... [a] simple or Google or Bing 

search of tea party flags will show that 
this flag has been adopted for use by 
the tea Party... .

naivete, inexperience, notions 
of fair play, or simple decency be 
damned! to say the least, the city 
manager is acting presumptuously; i 
believe he is mistaken in the exercise 
of his essentially ministerial duties.

As far as i can tell, there has been 
no formal transfer of the right of use 
of the historical “Gadsden” flag to any 
party or club, not ever and not any-
where; tea, Republican, Democrat, 
Socialist Workers, Reform or other. 
if the city manager has proof that any 
private organization has acquired, as-
sumed or accepted ownership, legal or 
otherwise, of the image of the coiled 
reptile in a field of yellow, a right of use 
temporary or in perpetuity to it, or any 
intellectual property right to the image 
in question whatsoever, i believe he is 
obligated to produce it.

Failing that, i believe this action 
is an act of pure censorship, in viola-
tion of the First Amendment of the 

Constitution of the united States and 
the Constitution of the State of new 
york. i believe also that his conduct 
would qualify as a violation of the oath 
of the relevant office and likely any 
handbook or employment manual is-
sued to officials and employees of the 
City of new Rochelle, which was, af-
ter all, incorporated under the laws of 
the State of new york.

no public servant has been 
charged with the responsibility of 
public censor, or minister of protocol 
which perhaps in some foreign juris-
diction would entitle such person to 
remove from general display of sym-
bols deemed to be “disruptive of the 
public order” or somehow offensive to 
the sensibilities of one political group-
ing or another, including an elected 
official or mayor; full time, ceremonial 
or other. Such duties would be appro-
priate to a bureaucrat in an organic 
“maximal state” of unlimited powers, 
unconstrained by a comprehensive 
system of individual and property 
rights like a constitution. one would 
have to scan the historical record to 
find the exercise of such powers: in 
nazi Germany, Fascist italy or Stalin-
ist Russia. or, look to classics of litera-
ture such as George orwell’s “1984” or 
Arthur Koestler’s “Darkness at noon” 
for precedent. not here. not in the 
united States that was founded in 
1776 and ordained a “system of laws, 
not men” by the creation of its Con-
stitution in 1787 and the document’s 
ratification in 1789.

The functions of a city manager’s 
office are described generally as pri-

marily ministerial. meaning, it is sup-
posed to transact the administrative 
and operational business of the city 
and its financial obligations according 
to narrow and strict rules and proce-
dures with a minimum of individual 
prerogative involved (Definition… 
ministerial: of, relating to, or being a 
mandatory act or duty admitting of 
no personal discretion or judgment in 
its performance. (SouRCE: Collins 
English Dictionary – Complete and 
unabridged © HarperCollins Pub-
lishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003).

The actions acknowledged by the 
new Rochelle City manager’s office 
appear to belong to the class of official 
duties usually described as discretion-
ary which are universally accepted to 
be rarely exercised, and if so, accord-
ing to the highest and most stringent 
professional standards. That is why 
some public servants, like police of-
ficers are sent to military-like service-
academies; tested and screened to the 
greatest requirements of physical and 
mental fitness, and; required to ac-
count for and explain the firing of any 
firearms they may employ in the exer-
cise of their “official duties” every day.

i have observed and attended 
rallies and official meetings of many 
and various organizations, groups and 
clubs, political and non-partisan also, 
including the Republican, Demo-
cratic, Conservative, Libertarian, new 
Rochelle Reform, B’nai Brith, Anti-
Defamation League, assemblages of 
tea Party-devotees, even an occupy 
Wall Street outbreak or two, and ob-
served all manner of nationalistic / 

patriotic images including modern 
American flags, historical reproduc-
tions of colonial varieties and other 
permutations of the venerated stars 
and stripes in red, white and blue in 
many configurations and shapes, not 
just the traditional rectangular one. i 
have never heard a complaint from any 
quarter that the presence of such a flag 
was inappropriate or that its utilization 
by any individual or group was inapt in 
either a private or public venue.

i have also seen the particular 
complained-of image in a variety of 
settings across the political spectrum; 
from the fields of The Woodstock 
Festival of music and Art in 1969 
to rallies in support of the Second 
Amendment in the present day. in my 
experience, no such festival organiz-
ers, present-day gun rights activists or 
national, regional or local divisions or 
subsets of what has been rather loosely 
and quite inaccurately described as a 
single or unitary incarnation of one 
unique and official entity legally em-
bodied as “The tea Party” has assumed 
official or exclusive rights of use to the 
“Gadsden” flag or any permutations 
thereto.

How the administration con-
cluded that the image belongs to any 
private party or entity is a mystery. The 
rights to “old Glory” (and, i would 
presume, all the variations that pre-
ceded and followed its creation) would 
seem to reside in the united States 
government; available for public use 
without limitation; except the cultural 
/ legal strictures concerning desecra-
tion, proper display etc. it appears that 
the legal transfer of intellectual rights 
to the image in question occurred only 
in the fevered imaginations of council 

majority Democrats. Perhaps a FoiL 
(Freedom of information Law)-ini-
tiated perusal of emails to and from 
city hall would explain the origin of 
these acts of mass-hysteria and reveal 
a partisan purpose, which would in 
my opinion amplify the offensiveness 
of the conduct and raise the Constitu-
tional violation to an even more objec-
tionable level.

From the legal to the political to 
the moral. The road to fascism is lit-
tered with the detritus of bureaucratic 
incompetence and political aspiration. 
But dare not confuse the actions of a 
city functionary scarred from the lash-
ings by the masters of his livelihood 
for over 18 year with the actions of the 
Democratic city council and mayor 
themselves! This extra-legal perver-
sion of official duties must be ascribed 
directly to the design / build architect 
of executive power-engorgement: the 
mayor himself! it’s Dr Frankenstein 
himself, not the pathetic sidekick 
ygor! And this Constitutional horror 
story is the result of the unconstrained 
hubris of a power-dipsomaniac part-
time mayor - obsessed with threats, 
real or imagined, to his carefully cul-
tivated power base of credulous party 
hacks and hangers-on. An ersatz 
Hamlet - fixated on fancied insults 
to his collectivist edifice instead of the 
genuine threats to his political hege-
mony; uniformed public safety officers 
restive from the failures of collective 
bargaining; potholes pock marking 
our streets and thoroughfares, and; the 
unceasing collapse of the city budget’s 
reserve fund balance!
Stephen I. Mayo is an attorney and man-
ufacturer residing in New Rochelle.

By ABBY LUBY
Westchester County 
stands to lose $7.4 mil-
lion in Community 
Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) from 

the u.S. Housing and urban Devel-
opment (HuD). The federal agency 
will withhold the funds pending the 
county’s zoning analysis required to 
fulfill an affordable housing settle-
ment. HuD has also taken the county 
to task for not voting on sources of 

income legislation that would protect 
lower income families from housing 
discrimination.

in a march 25, 2013 letter to 
Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino, HuD Director of Com-
munity Planning and Development 
Vincent Hom said, “to date, the 
County has not provided satisfactory 
certification that it will comply with 
its obligation to affirmatively further 
fair housing as part of its 2011 An-
nual Action Plan.” (The Annual Ac-
tion Plan funds some 1,200 local new 

york State communities to revitalize 
lower income neighborhoods with 
park and street improvements, sewer 
work, aid for seniors and the home-
less).

HuD has been overseeing the 
historic 2009 Fair Housing Settle-
ment, after Westchester County was 
sued by the Anti-Discrimination 
Center (ADC) in 2006. it was then 
cited for having failed to use its 
CDBG grants to provide affordable 
housing. The settlement stipulates that 

GOVERNANCE
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County May Lose $7.4 Million from FEDS

Affordable Housing in Yorktown Heights. Photo by and courtesy of Abby Luby. Continued on page 19
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by 2016 the county builds 750 units of 
affordable housing in predominantly 
white neighborhoods in 31 eligible 
communities.

Hom gave the county until April 
25, 2013, to comply by HuD’s de-
mands.

“This is outrageous,” said county 
spokesman ned mcCormack. “it’s 
an arbitrary date. it’s been our under-
standing that the county is entitled 
to have this money or they [HuD] 
take it away by September. now all 
of a sudden they come up with an 
April deadline. They are trying again 
to bully the county into going beyond 
the terms of the settlement.”

“We’ve heard this [rhetoric] a lot 
from Westchester County,” said mirza 
orriols, Acting HuD Regional Ad-
ministrator for new york and new 
Jersey. “in agreeing to build affordable 
housing, part of the certification is 
an analysis of zoning ordinances and 
proving those ordinances don’t dis-
criminate against affordable housing.”  
orriols added that the April 25 dead-
line was to get a jump on a lengthy 
process of reallocating the $7.4 mil-
lion. “if we don’t receive what we are 
asking for then we have to start the 
very long process of recapturing the 
funds. if we don’t start soon, the funds 
are lost by September 30 and go back 
to the treasury.”

But mcCormack points to what 
the county has done so far. “We’ve 

analyzed more than 800 zoning dis-
tricts. Westchester zoning is not ex-
clusionary. There’s no basis to go after 
the county if we’re already building af-
fordable housing.”

According to HuD, county doc-
uments have failed to analyze whether 
municipal ordinances have an exclu-
sionary impact on affordable hous-
ing. “What that means is we need the 
county to list certain zoning practices,” 
said orriols. “There can be restriction 
limits on multiple family houses, or 
on town house developments - those 
could have a detrimental impact on 
developing affordable units.   The 
county has given us a lot of documents 
but they have failed to analyze these 
ordinances and how the county would 
rectify these ordinances so affordable 
housing can be built in those areas.”

The federal agency also required 
the county to “promote” sources of 
income legislation to protect poor 
and lower income families who use 
Section 8 vouchers, live on federal 
subsidies such as social security or 
disability - families who are typi-
cally refused housing by landlords. 
The Westchester County Board of 
Legislators (WCBoL) passed sources 
of income legislation in 2010, but 
County Executive Astorino vetoed it. 
The issue is now being reviewed before 
the u.S. Second Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, where the county is arguing that 
the settlement word “promote” doesn’t 
require Astorino to sign legislation 
pertaining to the affordable housing 

settlement; also that the settlement 
can’t force the WCBoL to vote a cer-
tain way.

mcCormack lashed out at HuD’s 
request for a plan to promote source of 
income legislation when the county is 
arguing the issue in court. “We are in 
court with HuD on this specific is-
sue and we are entitled to due process 
in court.” A statement issued by the 
county said “the county is confident 
that the u.S. magistrate’s ruling in its 
favor will be upheld.”

For over four years, the Astorino 
administration has not only locked 
horns with HuD over the settle-
ment, but has also alienated the West-
chester County Board of Legislators 
(WCBoL) whose biggest complaint 
has been that they are being left out 
of the administration / HuD loop. 
Westchester Legislator  Catherine 
Borgia  (D-ossining) issued a state-
ment in response to the HuD letter 
blaming Astorino for his failure to 
advise the WCBoL of the possible 
funding loss. “We can’t have any more 
stalling, political posturing and finger-
pointing. i call on County Execu-
tive Astorino to work collaboratively 
with the Board of Legislators and the 
federal government to remedy this 
perilous situation before more harm 
is done to Westchester.” Borgia, who 
is chair of the WCBoL Government 
operations Committee, said losing 
the HuD community grants will 
“hurt Westchester’s low-income and 
most vulnerable residents immedi-
ately, but, in the long-term, all of the 
county’s taxpayers will be impacted by 

this.”
orriols said she hopes HuD 

doesn’t withhold the CDBG grants. 
“We’re very frustrated, but we con-
tinue to provide the county with re-
sponses to the documents they give 
us. Throughout this whole process it 
has been our hope that the county will 
work with us and with the monitor to 
resolve these issues.” She added, “the 
county has been good about keeping 
up the construction schedule.”

According to mcCormack the 
county is a year ahead of schedule in 
meeting the key benchmarks towards 

the required 300 affordable units with 
financing in place by the end of 2013. 
to date there are 110 completed units 
in Bedford (1), Cortlandt (83), Pelham 
(3), Pleasantville (1), yorktown (16), 
Rye City (6).

“our team is reviewing the letter 
[from Hom] and there will be a re-
sponse,” said mcCormack.
Abby Luby is a Westchester based, free-
lance journalist who writes about cur-
rent, local news, environmental issues, 
art entertainment and food. Learn more 
at www.abbylu.com.

LEGISLATION

ALBANY, NY – on tuesday, march 
26, 2013, new york State Sen. Diane 
Savino, and a group of Senate col-
leagues will introduce a bill to allow se-
riously ill patients in the Empire State 
to use medical marijuana legally with a 
doctor’s recommendation.

By passing the Compassion-
ate Care Act, new york will join 18 
other states and Washington, D.C. 
in protecting residents whose doctors 
recommend the medical use of mari-
juana. After over a decade of similar 
bills passing overwhelmingly in the 
State Assembly, advocates feel it is time 
for the Senate to follow suit and reflect 
the will of the people of new york. A 
2010 Quinnipiac poll found that 71% 
of new yorkers support passing a 

medical marijuana law, including 55% 
of Republicans.

“Doctors need all of the tools they 
can get their hands on, and marijuana 
has proven to be a safe and effective 
medicine across a range of conditions,” 
said Evan nison, director of the new 
york Cannabis Alliance. “People suffer-
ing from cancer, HiV, multiple sclerosis 
and chronic pain, often without any ef-
fective treatment available, can benefit 
from using marijuana, especially when 
nothing else has worked and the side 
effects from conventional treatments 
can be devastating. The introduction 
of this bill will hopefully bring the day 
closer when patients in new york no 
longer suffer needlessly.”

With this bill, new york has the 

opportunity to join neighboring Con-
necticut, massachusetts, new Jersey 
and Vermont, as well as other north-
eastern states that have medical mari-
juana laws. in the meantime, thousands 
of people continue to be arrested in 
new york every year for marijuana 
law violations, including those who use 
cannabis as a medicine to find relief 
from their suffering.

increasingly, researchers are study-
ing cannabis use to treat the effects of 
Post traumatic Stress Disorder and are 
finding positive results. Adam Scavone, 
president of the new york Cannabis 
Alliance, who worked with veterans 
returning from iraq and Afghanistan 
said, “in this country, 22 veterans per 
day are committing suicide, a 20% 
increase from just five years ago. We 
know cannabis is useful in treating 
PtSD and we can save veterans lives, 

Medical Marijuana Bill Introduced in New York Senate
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By HEZI ARIS
yonKERS, ny -- 
Robert Surlak’s resume, 
amassed by the fall of 
September 2008, is 
superlative in the nega-
tive. He is the poster 

child for what is wrong in yonkers. 
imagine, three times imprisoned, alleg-
edly intoxicated on the job while driving 
city-owned vehicles and his own pick-
up truck, and still abusing prescription 
pain medication. His days have grown 
into a routine tolerated and enabled in 
the basement of 87 nepperhan Avenue, 
blatantly before the eyes of City Hall to 
these days in 2013.

Back in 2008, Surlak began his dai-
ly grind by picking up three, six-packs of 
beer at the Convenient market, near the 
marble Works on Saw mill River Road 
every morning. He also purchased a bag 
of ice. He had an agreement with the 
Convenient market where they allowed 
him to use about ¼ of the ice package at 
a time. He placed about ¼ of the bag of 
ice into his tool bucket, specifically onto 
the bottom of the tool bucket, and after 
placing the beer cans within, concealed 
it all with a false bottom. He returned 
again for additional ice around noon 
time, and mid-afternoon, still driving 
a city truck, and again in the evening, 
though this time in his sapphire black 
Chevy S10 pickup.

in 2013, he parks his truck # 209 
right in front of 87 nepperhan Avenue 

and hides in the basement drinking 
and drugging. All of the supervisors 
are fully aware of what he does, but his 
stepbrother, General Services manager 
Joe Celli protects him. many reports 
have been sent to inspector General 
Kitley Covill (pictured) [ Download iG 
Covill’s march 22, 2013 DPW report ]. 
Surlak is now slated to report to work at 
168 Saw mill River Road, but he is late 
for work every day and yet nothing is 
ever done to correct his conduct.

Back in 2008, throughout the day, he 
was seen with a Pepsi in his hand. in real-
ity, he was holding and drinking a can of 
beer over which was a can sleeve embla-
zoned with the Pepsi logo to hide the li-
quor that maintained his inebriated state.

His supervisor then (and now) was 
step-brother Joseph Celli, director of 
the yonkers office of General Services, 
who is personally familiar with the chal-
lenges of driving while intoxicated, hav-
ing years ago had his city-truck seized by 
the Cortland manor Police Department 
upon his DWi conviction. At that time, 
Celli took a voluntary suspension and an 
additional rehab program before being 
permitted back to his city post. Back in 
2008, Celli drove his own vehicle but 
had lost the privilege of driving a city 
vehicle.

Retired Detective Joseph Surlack, 
known for his work in the Son of Sam 
case, is Robert Surlack’s father. unbe-
known to the senior Surlack, Robert 
Surlack has allegedly gotten away with 

being too often let go by yPD when 
flashing his father’s PBA card and the 
obligatory chit chat that has allegedly 
permitted him exit from further scrutiny.

Despite all the opportunities to 
change his ways, he has only become 
more adept at cheating the system. For 
example, the license plate found mounted 
on the rear of his S10 pick up truck was 
the same license plate number that was 
placed on his wife’s vehicle. the plate 
placed onto his wife’s car was detached 
from the front end of the S10 pick up 
truck. Both vehicles were not insured.

Before being given a cell phone 
with GPS, Robert Surlack was often 
seen sleeping the entire day away in his 
city owned truck. He is known to boast 
about how he often abuses the system. 
Acid-tongued bloggers tell how he rev-
eled in noting that upon arriving at a job 
assignment that was considered a four 
hour undertaking, yet upon inspection 
only required a 5 minute screw tighten-
ing; he had instead allegedly logged it as 
a four-hour assignment.

mr Surlack has been caught of late 
in The Bronx buying drugs by nyPD 
officers in The Bronx, as well as alleg-
edly stealing from various new york 
City police precincts, but because of a 
friend, he was let go. He has gotten into 
numerous accidents with his city truck 
and never drug tested. He continues to 
be a potential liability to yonkers that 
may eventually be born by the taxpayer. 
yonkers is self-insured. obviously there 

is no supervision because this city worker 
consistently plays the system devoid of 
any meaningful scrutiny.

it was about two weeks ago that 
i.G. Covill questioned mr Celli; ques-
tioning mr Surlack the following day.

Joe Celli has let his stepbrother get 
away with robbing the City of yon-
kers for years without anyone flinch-
ing. Surlak has been drinking on the 
job everyday and doing drugs freely in 
city buildings while under Celli’s direct 
supervision. Joe Celli is just as much to 
blame, letting him report to work when-
ever he wants yet doing no work all day. 
His being allowed this conduct is a slap 
in the face to all city employees who 
have known about his being allowed 
to indulge his habit, getting paid on the 
taxpayer’s dime, and diminishing morale 
among those who do the work they are 
required to perform.

About two weeks ago, Joe Celli 
made Robert Surlack a supervisor of 
General Services, letting him sit in the 
General Services office at 168 Saw mill 
River Road and doing nothing to earn 
his keep.

The silence that permits mr Sur-
lack’s climbing the ladder from mainte-
nance mechanic pay to supervisory pay 
is a slap in the face to colleagues who 
abide by the rules and give the best they 
can. Fellow employees are disgusted by 
Joe Cell’s twisted conduct and likewise 
resent Robert Surlack’s dismissive atti-
tude of authority who protect him while 

robbing the yonkers taxpayer.
Both mr Joe Celli and Robert Sur-

lack must be fired.
mr Surlack has stolen items of tre-

mendous value that were supplies meant 
for the office of General Services, alleg-
edly ranging from air conditioners to city 
plows; all under Joe Celli’s watch.

it was conjectured that Joe Celli 
would be let go when mayor mike 
Spano would take office but that was 
countered by mr Celli’s bragging of his 
having the Spanos in his pocket, which 
now seems to be true. Alas, he continues 
to be compensated $140,000 annually.

yonkers tribune / the Westchester 
Guardian mentioned this crisis to DPW 
Commissioner tommy meier last 
month. When we learned of i.G. Covill’s 
scrutiny of many of the issues we raised as 
far back as 2008, we instead awaited her 
report before divulging this writing.

This telling is meant to further 
substantiate the findings of i.G. Covill. 
Since no names were mentioned in her 
report, we await yonkers City Hall dis-
missing these alleged culprits from their 
respective jobs.

Yonkers Inspector General Covill’s Findings Substantiated
Naming Names – The Rest of the Story

OP-ED

By GLENN MOLLETTE
i can’t remember the 
first time i heard the 
words homosexual or 
lesbian. i probably was 

a young teenager. i do not remember.
i can’t fathom why anybody would 

be sexually attracted to someone of 
the same sex. We live in an age where 
a percentage of our country and world 

wishes to live in gay relationships. They 
also want to call it marriage.

The only way i have heard the 
word marriage used is in reference to a 
man and woman living in a monoga-

mous relationship. marriage is a term 
defined in the Bible. Different forms of 
the word, “marry” and “marriage” occur 
about 22 times in the Bible. i do not 
understand why anyone would want 

to take a term that has historically been 
used to identify a relationship between 
a man and a woman and try to rede-
fine it.

AMERICAN ISSUES: Gay Marriage? Civil Unions? Civil America?

by passing this law.”
internationally, there is an explo-

sion of research into understanding the 

body’s endocannabinoid system and 
into the health benefits of numerous 
cannabinoids, besides the plant’s best 
known, tHC. Domestically, entrepre-
neurs and venture capitalists are laying 

the groundwork for a market that is 
estimated to reach $1.5 billion in legal 
sales in 2013 alone. “new york would 
do well to catch up to market and re-
search leaders at home and around the 

world, and capitalize on the opportuni-
ties available in this new market,” says 
Scavone.

The new york Cannabis Alliance 
is a diverse coalition of advocates in-
cluding consumers, patients, veterans, 
politicians, legal and medical profes-

sionals, and all those who believe that 
current cannabis laws are unjust and 
unsustainable. more information is 
available at http://www.nycannabisal-
liance.org/
SOURCE: New York Cannabis Alli-
ance.

Continued from page 19
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While i personally do not approve of homosexual/
lesbian relationships, neither i, nor any other American 
can live another person’s life. This is part of the liberty 
of being a citizen of the united States. i am opposed to 
redefining the word “marriage”.

if two men or two women want to live together and 
commit themselves to each other in a civil union then 
so be it. i can understand why two life partners would 
want the other to benefit from their retirement or medi-
cal benefits and a civil union may make this possible. i’ve 
known men and women who have lived together most of 
their lives. Some of them acted more brotherly or sisterly 
toward each other than they did married. i’ve known of 
other same sex couples that lived together and acted more 
married than some men and women who are married.

i am an advocate of traditional marriage and tradi-
tional families. We need strong families in our country. 
A nation will never be any stronger than its families. A 
broken, hurting family adds to a broken, hurting society. 
Children need love, guidance and parents who will spend 
time with them.

There are certainly scores of children who have been 
raised in traditional homes who haven’t turned out so 
well. The presence of a mother and father is not a guar-
antee that life will be devoid of issues.

Personally i am glad i had a mom and a dad. i was 
fortunate. They were both hard working people and very 
traditional in their roles. my dad worked a hard job all of 
his life and my mother had the tough stay-at-home and 
raise five children job. today roles have changed so much 
in traditional marriages. moms work outside the home 
and children are raised by schools and media devices.

i had a nontraditional role as a parent and caregiver 
during some key years of my two sons’ lives. Their mother 
was unable to physically do anything for them during her 
last three or four years. These were key formative years for 
my children. it would have meant so much if she could 
have been active in their lives. However, she couldn’t and 
therefore we tried to do the best we could.

traditional is a great word but life isn’t always tra-
ditional. What does a traditional family really mean? 
Does it mean a man and a woman with two sons and 
two daughters? Does it mean they have a house with 

four bedrooms and two baths? Does it mean the boys 
play football and the girls cheerlead? Does it mean dad 
works 40 hours a week and mom stays home, raises the 
kids and cooks good meals? Does it mean the kids grow 
up and all do well in school and produce healthy happy 
grandchildren? i do not have to stay on the rhythm of life.

We all know there isn’t a lot about our country that 
resembles the forties and the fifties. i still love to watch 
the old shows and what seemed to evoke such simple 
and beautiful lives of that era’s television characters. our 
country barely resembles those days gone bye.

my prayer for America is that we will once again 
become a people who value our time with each other. i 
hope we will become a people who will find time to sit 
around the table and talk at least once a day. i also hope 
that we will at least listen to what the other person is say-
ing. my hope is that we will become a great nation of 
people who pray and look to God and that God and the 
Bible would once again become favorite subjects in our 
homes.

i’m praying for a civil union in our united States. 
During the Civil War we were divided. For years African 
Americans were treated wrongly in America. There was 
nothing civil about how America treated African Ameri-
cans.

today, we have union, but we have division as well. 
i heard about this man who once tied the tails of two 
cats together and threw them over a clothesline. That 
was very cruel. The cats had union but they were not very 
civil to each other. Sadly there are many marriages in the 
united States where two people live in joint legal union 
but the people aren’t very civil to each other.

if America ever needed to pray more, work harder 
and love deeper toward making our nation a civil nation, 
it is today.
Glenn Mollette is the author of American Issues: Every 
American Has An Opinion, and nine other books. He grew 
up in Martin County, Kentucky, and was a child 1964 when 
President Lyndon B. Johnson visited the county seat of Inez to 
begin his campaign on poverty. poverty. You can hear Glenn 
Mollette each Sunday night on XM Radio on channel 131 
at 8:00 p.m. EST. Find him on Facebook and direct email to 
gmollette@aol.com.
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By LARRY M. ELKIN
once again, the entire country’s eyes 
– or rather, its ears – were on the Su-
preme Court this week as the court 
heard arguments over same-sex mar-
riage.

A few hardy souls had a chance 
to see the arguments after camping out for days to 
secure a seat. Some lucky ones with connections (in-
cluding, apparently, the chief justice’s cousin) were 
invited into the warm courtroom to look on without 
the long wait.

As for the other 310 million interested Ameri-
cans, their eyes were not much use. The court’s default 

position – no live coverage and no video coverage at 
all – means that the American people cannot look 
on electronically. By the court’s good graces, we were 
allowed to listen to an audio recording, though only 
after the day’s arguments were concluded.

This is not good enough. not even close. Last 
year, when the nation’s attention was on the high 
court as it decided a challenge to health care reform, i 
discussed the position and expressed the deep flaws in 
keeping the public out of its judiciary system. nor is it 
only the Supreme Court keeping cameras out. Back 
when Hollingsworth v. Perry was Perry v. Schwar-
zenegger, the federal court that reviewed the case al-
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LE G A L  A D S

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown 

Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 

914.632.1230

 
Prime Retail -  

Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. 

Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store 
$1200.

NINJA BEAM LLC Authority filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/25/13. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 2/21/13 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC Attn: 
Michael Tener 166 Pearsall DR 5A MT 
Vernon, NY 10552. DE address of LLC: 
3500 S DuPont Hwy Dover, DE 19901. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

D.S. TOOL, FLAGS & FLAGPOLES LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/26/13. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 4 
Vernon Lane Elmsford, NY 10523. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of LLC: Name: 
THRIFTY MEASURES LLC. Article of Org. 
filed with NY Sec. of State 02/14/2013. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. The 
New York Secretary of State shall be 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. Sec. of 
State shall mail a copy of process to the 
registered agent, United States Corpora-
tion Agents Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228 Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Wibblerz, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
12/18/12. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 56 
Sagamore #4D, Bronxville, NY, 10708 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity. 

Notice of Formation of 361 Warburton 
Ave LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 3/13/13.Office 
location: Westchester County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the LLC, c/o Ar-
nold Perez, 520 Van Cortlandt Park Ave, 
Yonkers, NY 10705. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

MEYZEN FAMILY REALTY ASSOCIATES, 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 12/18/02. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
46 Bedford-Banksville Road Bedford, 
NY 10506. Purpose: Any lawful activity.. 
 
 

JONO ENTERPRISES LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/7/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 1368 Park LN. Pelham NY 
10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Sand Box 
Tree, LLC. Article of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/04/13. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to the LLC, 1 Sadore Ln 6P, Yonkers, NY 
10710. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CLASSIFIED ADS

lowed cameras but not a broadcast.
While it would be wrong for a 

president and the Senate to estab-
lish a litmus test for potential justices 
based on a pending legal question, 
there would be absolutely nothing 
wrong with extracting a pledge from 
any and all future Supreme Court 
nominees that they would support 
live broadcast and internet transmis-
sion of all proceedings that occurred 
in open court. ideally this would ap-
ply to all federal courtrooms (with 
appropriate provision to protect wit-

nesses at trial when needed), but cer-
tainly at the appellate level, where the 
arguments deal with matters of law. 
We need only the narrowest excep-
tions for issues of national security.

of the nine justices, only Elena 
Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor have 
spoken firmly in favor of letting the 
public see the high court’s proceed-
ings – but Sotomayor has since re-
thought her position, and Kagan is 
now hedging her former opinion too. 
The others either oppose it or choose 
to remain noncommittal, ensuring 
the negative voices continue to pre-

vail.
The nine individuals who think 

they own the court by virtue of their 
lifetime appointments believe we 
have no right to look on via video 
feed. The argument that the layper-
son would not understand or find 
the proceedings interesting rings 
hollow; C-SPAn coverage of the 
legislative branch is a given today, and 
other countries, such as the u.K. and 
Canada, record and broadcast similar 
levels of their judicial process with no 
notable ill effects. State-level appel-
late courts have experimented with 
cameras in the courtroom for years.

Further, to turn around and ar-
gue that lawyers or justices might 

play to the cameras seems odd, if you 
contend that no one will be watch-
ing anyway. People can already listen 
to arguments; presumably the parties 
involved know they have a large audi-
ence, at least with high profile cases 
like those heard this week.

in the end, it’s our court, not 
the justices’. The brethren seem to 
assume the burden rests with those 
who would bring cameras into the 
courtroom, rather than those who 
would keep them out. But this issue 
is not a matter of separation of pow-
ers. it is a matter of the people claim-
ing ownership and jurisdiction of all 
three branches of our government. 
Every justice who opposes such ac-

cess is wrong.
it will take time, but we can, and 

should, end this nonsense about be-
ing shut out of our own highest court.
Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, has 
provided personal financial and tax 
counseling to a sophisticated client base 
since 1986. After six years with Arthur 
Andersen, where he was a senior man-
ager for personal financial planning and 
family wealth planning, he founded his 
own firm in Hastings on Hudson, N.Y., 
in 1992. That firm grew steadily and 
became the Palisades Hudson organiza-
tion, which moved to Scarsdale, N.Y., in 
2002. The firm expanded to Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla., in 2005 and to Atlanta 
in 2008.

By BOB WEIR
“you say you want a 
revolution, well you 
know, we all want to 
change the world.” 
The John Lennon 
lyrics from 1968 read 

like a prediction for current events in 
the uS. Even with the first African-
American President in the White 
House, white people must be con-
stantly on guard in their use of lan-
guage whenever a minority is within 
earshot. not because whites are big-
ots, even though some are, but be-
cause any utterance passing through 
their lips can be parsed to create an 
inference that was never intended. 
As a result, a form of speech repres-
sion has taken place, turning innocu-

ous conversations into unwarranted 
guilt trips. Recently, a friend of mind 
told me about a casual comment he 
made when he noticed a black man 
was carrying furniture into one of 
the apartments in the complex where 
he resides. trying to be neighborly, 
he asked if the guy was moving in, 
or helping someone to move in. Al-
though he had asked that question of 
whites in the same situation, he sud-
denly felt uncomfortable and wished 
he could take it back. now, if the guy 
he addressed was a race hustler, like 
Al Sharpton or Jesse Jackson, the re-
sponse would have been something 
like, “Why are you asking; is it because 
i’m black?” However, the fact that the 
man didn’t resort to such racist soph-
istry didn’t alter the questioner’s rueful 
thoughts. 

This is a pervasive problem in 
today’s culture because it provides 
an excuse for every member of a mi-
nority group to claim discrimination 
whenever they’re charged with break-
ing the law or failing at an assigned 
task. moreover, it provides a clever de-
fense for every act of defiance against 
authority. if a minority student is re-
ceiving low marks in school, a parent 
can blame it on bigotry in the educa-
tion system. The failing white student 
has no such crutch to lean on. How 
about the minority who is less than 
productive in the work environment? 
Should the employer feel intimidated 
about terminating the worker because 
of his/her color, gender or sexual ori-
entation? to the minority employees 
that may seem like job security, but, 
in reality it may be the best reason for 
employers to hesitate when deciding 

to hire them. When a government 
agency looks at the percentage of mi-
nority workers in a business or other 
enterprise, it can appear to reflect a 
prejudicial view, rather than a prag-
matic one. if the average white man/
woman shows a propensity for sub-
standard work, or takes sick days too 
frequently, their employer can hand 
them a pink slip (assuming they’re 
not in some politically-protected 
classification) without compunction. 
The fired worker won’t have a crutch, 
so there’ll be no to reprisals, legal or 
otherwise.  

make no mistake about it; accu-
sations of racism, sexism, homophobia 
and every other conceivable “ism and 
phobia” have become incredibly pow-
erful weapons of mass hysteria, with 
the capacity to destroy the most mili-
tarily superior and bountifully pros-

perous country in recorded time. The 
aggressive invasion from south of the 
border will one day be written as the 
first time in the history of the planet 
that a mighty nation was conquered, 
not by gun or sword, but by a morbid 
fear of being characterized as intoler-
ant by the aggressors. uS citizens have 
been warned against using the term 
“illegal alien” because it’s now consid-
ered a form of bigotry. instead, we’re 
told that the proper term is “undocu-
mented immigrant.” using that logic, 
a burglar who’s exiting your home 
with your tV on his shoulder should 
be called an undocumented shopper. 
The moment we took straight talk 
off the table and replaced it with the 
euphemistic language of demagogues 
and the doctrine of victimization, it 
became impossible to prevent the 
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

Advertising Sales
Office: 914-576-1481 (10:00 AM–6:00 PM)
914-216-1674 (Cell)

steady erosion of the culture, making 
invasion inevitable. 

immigrants no longer want to 
“melt” into the “pot” that gave us a 
unified language, laws, and customs. 
instead, they each demand that their 
own culture be etched into the land-
scape and be prepared for combat 
with their host country. our once 
“united” states has become Balkan-
ized into mutually hostile regions 
ready to do battle with each other in 
ways that haven’t been seen since just 
prior to the Civil War. With a $16 
trillion debt, high unemployment and 
civil unrest over a culture shift that’s 
being aided and abetted by a leftwing 
president, there are those who believe 
we’re getting dangerously close to a 
bloody revolution. it’s the type of fear 
that impels mass numbers of people 

to arm themselves with automatic 
weapons as they prepare for an eco-
nomic calamity that could bring mul-
titudes of rioters into the streets, and 
a tyrannical government into power. 
“We all want to change the world, but 
when you talk about destruction; don’t 
you know that you can count me out?” 
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten 
of which were performed in plainclothes 
undercover assignments. Bob began a 
writing career about 12 years ago and 
had his first book published in 1999.  Bob 
went on to write and publish a total of 
seven novels,   “Murder in Black and 
White,” “City to Die For,” “Powers that 
Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” 
“Short Stories of Life and Death,” and 
“Out of Sight.” He also became a syn-
dicated columnist under the title “Weir 
Only Human.”
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With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

LEXINGTON 
CAPITAL Associates

914.633.4100
LexCapAssociates.com

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

• 15 Year Fixed-Rate Loans Available
• 30 Year Payout
• Interest-Only Loans Available 
• Fast Closings for Qualified Borrowers

240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801
LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.

Multifamily is our Specialty


