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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

(914) 562-0834
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. 
to 12 Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/West-
chesterOntheLevel. Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 
Please stay on topic.
On Monday, April 23rd, accomplished author Caleb Pirtle III shares the 
wealth of his writing resume and experiences with us.
On Tuesday, April 24th, co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will focus 
onto the impact of the latest political intrigue that consumes the City of 
Yonkers.
No guest has yet been scheduled for either Wednesday, April 25th, or 
Friday, April 27th
New York University School of Medicine Dr. Deidre Cohen will speak to us on Thursday, April 26th, about 
the preventive measure one may incorporate into their lifestyle with regard to colon health and the best 
conduct if one is diagnosed with colorectal cancer.

http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

CommunitySection
YONKERS, NY – The Enrico Fermi Educa-
tional Fund of Yonkers has scheduled their Forty-
ninth Annual Breakfast on Sunday, May 6, 2012, 
at 9:30 a.m., in honor of this year’s scholarship re-
cipients with keynote speaker, Chazz Palminteri, 
respected author, actor and director.

The breakfast will be held at the Westchester 
Manor, located at 140 Saw Mill River Road, in 
Hastings-On-Hudson, NY.

Learn more by calling Anthony Maddalena 
at (914) 968-5644; RSVP by mailing a list of 
guests and $30.00 per person, with payment 
made in favor of Enrico Fermi Educational Fund, 
Inc.
Mail to Enrico Fermi Educational Fund, c/o An-
thony Maddalena, 13 Ann Marie Place, Yonkers, 
NY 10703.

Enrico Fermi Educational Fund to Hold 
49th Annual Breakfast

By MARK JEFFERS
Tax day has come and gone, so 
if the government has taken all 
your money, you can still enjoy 
this complimentary copy of this 
week’s, “News and Notes…”

The celebration of Earth 
Day may be over, but shouldn’t 
every day be Earth Day? 

“Branch Out,” is a tree planting program initiated 
and funded by the Bedford Garden Club to cel-
ebrate 100 years of civic commitment to Bedford. 
Over the last few years the town of Bedford has lost 
hundreds of street trees to storms, old age, salt run-
off and removal by utility companies. The century-
old maple, sycamore and oaks lining our beautiful 
roads give Bedford its historic rural character. Their 
mission is to plant the next generation of these trees, 
one tree at a time with your help. In partnership with 
all of us, their goal is to plant 2020 trees by the year 
2020.

Check out the Phillis Warden’s Garden in Bed-
ford on June 3rd, July 1st and July 9th. We were going 
to show off our garden, but my wife says we need to 
plant one first…

Here is an outing that should make you feel 
warm and fuzzy… Stone Barns Center for Agricul-
ture welcomes the community during their annual 
Sheep Shearing Festival on Saturday April 28th from 
10am to 3pm at Stone Barns, in Tarrytown… watch, 
as farmers shear wool from their flock of Finn-Dor-
set sheep, enjoy wool and weaving activities geared 
for the entire family, and take a tour of the farm.

Our friends at the Katonah Art Center have 
announced registration is now open for their spring 
and summer camps, give them a call at 914-232-
4843 for details.

Catherine Zeta-Jones, (need I say more!) will be 
the honorary chairwoman for an exclusive shopping 
event at Churchill’s in Mount Kisco on May 10th 
with proceeds going to the Max Cure Foundation, 
which benefits pediatric cancer research.

Congratulations to Fox Lane Middle School 
teacher Erin Filner who was recently presented with 
the Susan J. Goldberg Memorial Teacher Award for 
her work as a human rights educator.

Barnes and Noble will “close the book” on its 
store in Greenbugh at the end of April.

The Friends of the Beford Hills Free Library 
will be collecting books on May 5th at the library for 

their annual used book sale.
Lots of chuckles are in store on May 15th at 

the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville as the 
Center presents an “Evening with Steve Gutten-
berg,” who starred in some of the biggest blockbust-
ers of the 1980’s, “Police Academy,” “Short Circuit,” 
“Cocoon,” and “Three Men and a Baby,” but his me-
teoric rise began in 1982, with a role in Barry Levin-
son’s first feature film, “Diner.” This ensemble piece 
helped launch the careers of several other film mar-
quee mainstays of that era, Mickey Rourke, Kevin 
Bacon, and Ellen Barkin. Guttenberg will join Janet 
Maslin after a screening of “Diner” to discuss his new 
memoir, “The Guttenberg Bible,” which hilariously 
details the highs and lows of his career.

The Performing Arts Center at Purchase Col-
lege presents the Martha Graham Dance Company 
on May 5th.

You can donate your car today to the Purple 
Heart Foundation, they have been helping wounded 
warriors and their families every day since 1957…. 
Call 1-888-696-5907 for more information.

ArtsWestchester in White Plains presents 
“Sculpture: On and Off the Wall” through May 20th. 
The exhibit will feature twenty of the area’s scultp-
tors.

The Pound Ridge Library as part of its “Meet 
the Artist” series, will have David Markowitz, flutist 
and friends perform in a Chamber music concert on 
April 29th.

Everyone’s favorite pediatrician, Dr. Pete Richel, 
a Katonah local, will be visiting Little Joe’s Books in 
Katonah informing and entertaining on the benefits 
of proper nutrition keeping kids happy and healthy 
with his “Mission Nutrition.” Come see Dr. Pete on 
Saturday, April 28th from 11am to 12 Noon.

Spring-cleaning is an action event in our house, 
as my wife donates most of my clothes to as many 
local charities as she can find which is really great! So, 
if I can save something to wear we will see you next 
week.
Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch of 
MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC in 2008. As 
president he has seen rapid growth of the company with 
the signing of numerous clients. He resides in Bedford 
Hills, New York, with his wife Sarah, and three daugh-
ters, Kate, Amanda, and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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By SHERIF AWAD
Comic magazines had 
major influence on many 
generations throughout 
the 20th Century until to-
day although parents have 
sometimes tried to prevent 
their children from reading 
them, hoping their chil-

dren would focus on their schoolwork instead. 
Monthly published by DC and Marvel, Ameri-
can comics, like “Superman” and “Spiderman,” 
reflected American sociopolitical ideologies-- 
the superiority of the American superhero over 
all others, while establishing its image as world 
savior. In Europe, in the aftermath of WWII, 

Belgium gave rise to 
publishing houses like 
Dargaud, Lombard 
and Casterman and 
weekly magazines like 
“Tintin” and “Spirou” 
that featured more re-
alistic, down to earth 
characters influenced 
by western culture and 
movies. It was called 
cinema sur papier (Cin-
ema on Papers) with 
still viable characters 
like XIII (a secret agent 
inspired by the Bourne 
Identity” novels, recent-
ly adapted as a series for 
American networks), 
“Ric Hochet” (a con-

temporary Sherlock Holmes), and the Ameri-
can cowboy, “Lucky Luke.”

In the Far East, comics took another, com-
pletely different turn to reflect ancient culture 
and heritage, as well as the dreams and aims of 
that part of the world. Japan Animation (Anime) 
started way back in the 1930s. It was thereafter 
it fused with another Japanese art form called 
Manga (Japanese Comics) in order to address 
the public, young and old, with coherent plot-
lines. In the 1950s, the leading figure in Japanese 
Manga was Tedzua Osamu whose work was 
later transferred to TV with the series Astro Boy 
in 1963 that caused a great boom in animation. 
One of the Manga artists who later grabbed at-
tention was Go Nagai who produced great, di-
verse and unconventional work that found great 
success not only in Japan, but found his notoriety 
spread throughout the Western world, reaching 
Egypt and eventually, the rest of the Middle 
East. Born Kiyoshi Nagai on September 6, 1945 
(about a month after the atomic bombing of Hi-
roshima), he was influenced by many Japanese 
artists including Tedzua Osamu.

Nagai accidentally decided to pursue an ar-
tistic career when he fell sick for several weeks 
during his teen years and was falsely diagnosed 
with Colorectal Cancer. Expecting that he 
might die, the young Nagai went to draw some 
Manga characters to leave a physical trace of 
himself with the world. When he was cured, 
Nagai would recognize that Manga and Anima-
tion were his destiny. Nagai was the first artist 
to unify the relationship between Man and Ro-
bot, creating what’s known as Mecha (Robots 
controlled by a Pilot) even before the release of 

Continued on page 5

CALENDAR

By DENNIS SHEEHAN
Everyone should be able to 
follow their dreams. We hope 
that Books Without Borders, 
an event to be held on June 
9th, from 10am to 4 pm on the 
Yonkers waterfront, will enable 
all to achieve that goal.

Parents will find books for their children 
that will stimulate their imagination and guide 
them onto a path towards a solid learning pro-
cess. Our hope is that parents will pass on their 
love for books and the written word to those 
children who will use the knowledge obtained 
to make this world, one of marvel, progress and 
wonderment.

The world of the writer is often one of 
solitude, hard work and frustration. This event is 
geared toward helping young and new authors 
achieve their dream of being published. It will 
be an atmosphere of camaraderie, friendship 
and learning. It will give the new author an op-
portunity to meet and work with more seasoned 

writers who will mentor them, enabling the new 
writer to learn from experience and hone their 
craft. World-renowned authors and publishers 
will be offering seminars, which are open to at-
tend by the public, as well as authors who want 
to better their writing skills.

The literary agents who will attend will 
also mentor the new and unpublished authors 
through a series of workshops, which will be 
held throughout the day’s many events. Agents 
are an important part of the publishing industry 
and the guidance they will offer is invaluable to 
a budding author. The “Great American Novel” 
is only thoughts put to paper until it is pub-
lished. The literary agent plays an important role 
in making that happen. The role of the literary 
agent has morphed into one of editorial guid-
ance, support and proper placement. A book will 
only be published if it is first worthy and then 
brought to the right publisher. It is one of the 
most difficult hurdles for an author to overcome, 
but with the professional guidance of the literary 
agent, an author can realize their dream.

The publishers who are attending will have 
the benefit of networking with authors, agents 
and distributors. It is our belief that the publish-
ing industry, now embroiled in the turmoil of 
eBooks vs. print and online book sales, will have 
a great venue to discuss these concerns with oth-
ers in the industry and develop strategies to allow 
all aspects of publishing to coexist and prosper. 
The public relations benefits of this event are a 
solid investment in the future sales of whatever 
medium they chose.

Books Without Borders will also be attend-
ed by book distributors, who not only deliver 
books to your favorite book store, they also offer 
marketing and sales programs for authors. Many 
authors are now unaware of these programs and 
their benefits but will have the opportunity to 
meet the distributors and gain some knowledge 
of what is available to make their books a success. 
The distributors will also be giving your librar-
ians some insight on how to save money and 
allow them to offer more comprehensive book 
selections to the public at lower costs.

The public will have the opportunity to 
meet their favorite authors and possibly dis-
cover new ones. It will be a festive atmosphere, 

with a lot going on. There will be music, clowns 
and face painters for the kids, or the young at 
heart. There could not be a more beautiful set-
ting for this event, than the Yonkers waterfront. 
Set along the majestic Hudson River with cool 
summer breezes and breath-taking views. We 
will enjoy meeting the authors and booksellers 
in this casual and pleasant atmosphere.

Everyone should take the opportunity to 
visit the booksellers in the Riverfront Library 
Atrium. Take some time and discover the true 
value of your local bookstore. You might be sur-
prised at the breadth of knowledge the book-
shop owners truly have. Strike up a friendship 
and open the door to a wonderful world of 
books, right in your neighborhood.

Books bring us knowledge, as well as allow, 
us to escape to anywhere our imaginations might 
take us. They allow us to discover, learn and en-
joy. They offer a world of knowledge in a way 
more intimate and comfortable than any other 
medium. Books allow us to use the words in 
that small book to expand our horizons further 
than we ever dreamed possible. Books Without 
Borders celebrates that wonder as it allows us to 
enjoy books in still another way.

Books Without Borders 

 

 Dennis Sheehan resides in Westchester with his wife, four children and four 

grandchildren. He has traveled extensively and has worked in China, Russia and 

South America and Africa. His first novel Purchased Power has been a huge 

success and his second thriller; Green to Red will be out soon. He is a regular 

guest on Westchester on the Level with Hezi Aris. 

 

 

 

 Nancy B. Brewer is an award winning author, storyteller and poetess.  She is 

known for her soft southern style and passion for weaving historically accurate 

stories, such as: "Carolina Rain" and "Beyond Sandy Ridge" 

 

 

 

 As a detective, in the UK, Paul Anthony served with Cumbria CID, the Regional 

Crime Squad in Manchester, the Special Branch, the anti‐terrorist branch and 

other national agencies in London and elsewhere. He uses his personal 

experiences to write fiction regarding crime thrillers, murder mystery, 

espionage, terrorism, political intrigue and the interplay of human 

relationships. 

 

 

 

Magdalena Capurso is an Art representative for international portraitist 

Kenneth Hari. Influenced by Shakespeare, Lord Byron, Blake, Rilke, she is 

working on a collection of poems that reflect upon nature and spirituality. 

Magdalena resides in NYC. 

 

 

 

 

 Stephen Woodfin is an attorney/author who has written five legal 

thrillers.  He blogs on Venture Galleries 

(http://venturegalleries.com/author/stephenwoodfin ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At 30, I had a massive stroke. 18 months later, I returned to work as a 

policeman. My career ended after a 2nd stroke so I took up painting. Now, 

after a 3rd stroke, I write! 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Go Nagai, Go!

Mazinger Z and his pilot, Koji Kabuto.
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Steven Spielberg’s A.I. (2001) which introduced 
us to this term. As a result of great acclaim and 
popularity, Nagai’s Robots, like Mazinger and 
Grendizer, were to become recognized recog-

nized throughout the world. In time, pushing 
in similar fashion other Japanese Anime film 
and series created by other artists to great suc-
cesses like Spirited Away and Pokeman and even 
creating feature film adaptations such as Crying 
Freeman, Transformers and Blood: The Last Vam-
pire. While making an appearance in a French 
event dedicated to Animation, Go Nagai was 
addressed by a lady attendee of Arab ancestry 
who spoke to the popularity of his TV series 
Mazinger and Grendizer in Arab countries. As-
tonished by this information, Nagai who never 
knew that his work was also dubbed in Arabic, 
decided to make an Arab tour of lectures and 
workshops for young animators in Jordan, Syria, 
Dubai, and Egypt. His lecture in the Creativ-
ity Center at the Cairo Opera House attracted 
hundreds of fans who were first to be afforded 
a sneak preview of the new Shin-Mazinger se-
ries, a retelling of his classic creation Mazinger 
Z. With a Japanese translator, I succeeded to 
make this conversation with Nagai, asking him 
questions I have had since I was a kid watching 
Grendizer and Mazinger on my 8mm projector.

AWAD: I want to ask you about your first 
drawings when you were a child. Were they af-
fected by any childhood experience in the after-
math of Hiroshima? We remember that Count 
Brocken, one of Dr. Hell’s officers, (Mazinger’s 
nemesis) was an ex-Nazi.

NAGAI: I have been asked the same ques-
tion about Dr. Hell several times, specifically here 

in the Middle East, but I’d like to point out that 
Dr. Hell is not symbolic of a Germanic back-
ground. I would never associate the “bad guy” to 
a particular nation, because it would be unfair to 
the people of that country. I mean, we have al-
ready seen many Hollywood movies where the 
bad guys were sometimes Russians, sometimes 
Arabs, and I don’t really think this has helped in 
spreading understanding between cultures.

Having said this, the war experience surely 
affected my whole childhood and the forma-
tion of my personality. Even though I have 
not experienced any bombing or fighting, all 
the adults around me kept telling me horrible 
stories about the war, so I grew up with a feel-
ing of strong rejection against it, as well as the 
conscience that my works should have delivered 

Turn Sunshine Into Savings™

A solar power system is customized for your home based on your family’s energy use and your home’s architecture, so actual savings and lease or purchase terms vary based on system size, design, government rebates and local utility 
rates. Financing terms vary by location and are not available in all areas. SolarCity will repair or replace broken warranted components. CT HIC 0632778, DC HIC 71101486, DC HIS 71101488, MA HIC 168572, MD HIC 127485, 
NJ 13VH06160600, PA 077343. © 2012 SolarCity. All rights reserved. Photo © Meditch Murphey Architects and Anice Hoachlander, Hoachlander Davis Photography LLC.

888.997.SOLAR I 888.997.7652 I SOLARCITY.COM

Switch to Clean Solar Power 
and Pay Less

SolarCity will install your solar 
system for free. You simply pay 
for the solar power—just like your 
monthly utility bill—only lower.

Find out how much you can 
save with SolarCity—the solar 
company that more American 
homeowners chose for solar.
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Go Nagai in his studio.

Go Nagai, Go!

The villains: The beheaded Count Brocken, the half-woman / half-man Baron Ashura, and their leader 
Dr. Hell

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6
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Continued on page 7

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

a message of peace. That is also why I was par-
ticularly saddened when I found that in many 
countries I was considered an author who loves 
to depict battles and destruction just for the fun 
of it. Nothing could be more different from my 
real stance. The reason why I depict the effects of 
the war in my comics is because I strongly be-
lieve that a person should learn, since his child-
hood, how much war can be destructive and 
how much people and societies may suffer from 
it; just the same way I learned it from the stories 
of adults around me when I was a little child. I 
mean, if we raise a child telling him only the nice 
and happy things of life, he will be unable to cope 
with all the hardships he will inevitably meet in 
his adulthood; and if he doesn’t know the devas-
tating affects of violence and repression, he could 
allow them to recur in ignorance of them and 
cause incredible damage and sufferaing among 
the people around him. I guess this is one of the 
reasons why Japanese people, who have been 
raised during the last sixty years reading comics 
that some people abroad have labeled as “hyper-
violent,” chose to be involved in no war after 
1945, and have stated on their very Constitution 
that they renounce war. Juxtaposed to such an 
upbringing, a country like the U.S., where there 
is strong censorship against violence in anima-
tion and programs for children, has been at war 
for most of his recent history. Also, Japan enjoys 
one of the lowest crime rates in the world, totally 
opposite to the U.S. This proves how violence in 
animation is not related at all with violent behav-
ior in real life.

Definitely, I do believe that the influence 
of the war has affected the contents of my sto-
ries and my personality as a whole, much more 
than affecting my drawing style. Portraying wars 
between good and evil must eventually teach us 
about peace.

AWAD: How did the characters of Maz-
inger and Grendizer come into shape in your 
imagination?

NAGAI: Having read and watched many 
Manga in my younger years, my first inspira-
tion was the series Astro Boy about a robot in 
the shape of a young child (1963) by our master 
Osamu Tezuka and the series Gigantor (Tetsujin 
28-go, 1964) about a remote-controlled robot by 
our master Mitsuteru Yokoyama. Five years after 
I decided to work as a professional Manga artist. 
My challenge was to create my own robot stories 
without imitating those two masters and their 
work of creation. One day, I was driving along 
the streets of Tokyo in the middle of a traffic jam 
where all drivers were sharing a common feeling 
of anger because they could not move at all. An 
then it hit me, an idea clicked and I started to 
imagine that my car generated arms and legs to 
surpass all the other cars with man controlling it 
like a car from a space inside his head. I returned 
to my studio and started to draw and design the 

first prototypes for Mazinger, three times bigger 
than humans with its conductor Koji Kabuto 
riding a flying saucer that settled down on its 
forehead. After six months of its first publishing 
as a Manga, Mazinger was acquired by TV pro-
ducers to become a successful and popular series 
of 92 animated episodes that ran from 1972 to 
1974. I think that one of the reasons for which 
young children loved Mazinger and Grendizer 
is that they gave them the imagination of grow-
ing up very fast and accomplishing astonishing 
things.

AWAD: Do the names of your characters 
have certain significance from Japanese culture?

NAGAI: In Japanese language, Mazi 

means magical supernatural powers like those 
described in One Thousand and One Nights. There 
are inspirations from other mythologies, too; Dr. 
Hells’ robots were made of ruins of pre-Greek 
titans on an island similar to Rhodes. Because I 
favored non-Japanese films, namely American 
and French, I chose a universal non-Japanese 
look for the characters although they were Japa-
nese. It is also easier to show facial reactions on 
the aesthetics of such characters. Moreover, their 
names reflected what they do: In Japanese, Koji 
means a samurai’s helmet. When I came to 
Egypt, I noticed Egyptian looks similar to Koji 
and Daisuke (laugh).

AWAD: In your more adult work, you in-
troduced sensuality into Manga and Anime. 
Later on, it acquired a cult status worldwide. Can 
you elaborate on this topic and also on the rise 
of graphic violence and erotica in Manga and 
Anime?

NAGAI: This is another difficult question. I 
know that many Manga works are often labeled 
as “erotica” in non-Japanese cultures, but once 
again, we must keep in mind some peculiari-
ties of my country’s culture. In Japan we believe 
that “nudity” and “erotica” are two totally differ-
ent things. The Japanese people have no prob-
lem with the first issue: as you probably know, 

in Japan we have a lot of hot springs and public 
baths, and we love them. In such places, we have 
no shame getting completely naked in front 
of people we don’t even know; before the war, 
which means before western culture was largely 
imposed over the Japanese population, it was 
normal for men and women to get completely 
naked and share the same hot spring or public 
bath with complete strangers. In other words, for 
centuries Japanese people felt totally comfortable 
and normal being seen in the nude by strangers 
of the other sex, and even today, it is normal to 
be seen in the nude in the company of strangers 
of the same sex, because nudity is considered a 

natural state of the human being. I know that it 
can sound a bit peculiar to non-Japanese, but I 
guess different societies have different attitudes 
toward particular aspects of the human body. 
For instance, in China they would not share this 
Japanese view of nudity as natural, yet their pub-
lic toilets are not separated by walls, and people 
would line up together and chat with each other 
while defecating. Even if for the rest of the world 
this sounds extremely strange, for Chinese cul-
ture it is normal, just the same way that nudity is 
normal for Japanese culture.

So, some of my comics deal with nudity, 
but it must be considered under the point of 
view I have described: they are a product of my 
Japanese culture and targeted to Japanese people 
who share the same culture and perspective, and 
I would never dare to diffuse them or, worse, try 
to impose them onto cultures who have a totally 
different point of view of nudity. I know that in 
such cultures, which usually do not distinguish 
between “nudity” and “erotica,” they would be la-
beled as “erotica,”, but this would be a total mis-
understanding of their intended essence.

Of course this doesn’t mean that in Japanese 
arts, including comics targeted to adult audienc-
es, there isn’t a wide market of erotica, as there 
is in most countries of the West and of East 

Asia; it is also true that more and more, Japa-
nese publishers try to impose erotic elements in 
normal comics, even when they’re targeted to 
young readers, hoping that such elements would 
help the comics to sell more. I do not agree with 
this policy of inserting erotic elements in sto-
ries where there is no need for them, because I 
strongly believe that an author should always be 
totally free to develop his story without having 
any restricions imposed by a publisher; but at the 
same time, it is also true that at the basis of Japa-
nese culture there is the concept that any and ev-
ery person is free to choose what he or she wants 
to watch or read. There is an incredible variety 
of genres in Japanese comics, including erotica, 
but at the very end, it is only the reader, upon his 
own responsibility, who chooses what he wants 
to watch and buy and to decree the success or 
failure of a comic book.

AWAD: In the same context, you have in-
troduced the duality of the villainous masculine 
/ feminine characters like Baron Ashura. I want 
to know what inspired you to create such neo-
Frankenstein creatures and if you are inclined to 
explore these creations in more adult work.

NAGAI: The idea of Ashura, the dual mas-
culine / feminine character, actually springs out 
of an intuition which has nothing to do with 
sexuality and has much to do with psychology. 
Ashura represents the average Japanese worker 
(but probably not only Japanese) who finds him-
self at the very middle of the structure of a com-
pany: he has a team of workers who obey thim, 
but he also has a boss to whom he has to report. 
I found it very funny to see people like these, 
who are very harsh and abusive to their staff, but 
when they are in front of their bosses they are 
completely subdued. That is why in the comic I 
drew, when Ashura speaks to Dr. Hell, he always 
uses his female ego and he’s very remissive, but 
when he gives orders to his staff he uses his male 
voice and loves to be rough and cruel!

AWAD: You have also explored Machine 
/ Human fusion in both Grendizer and Maz-
inger Sagas. Many other filmmakers, like David 
Cronenberg explored similar topics; namely in 
his classic films like Crash (Man vs. Cars), Vid-
eodrome (Man vs. TV) and Existenz (Man vs. 
Virtuosity). What do you think of this adult 
approach to this fusion, especially since Mr 
Cronenberg is a fan of non-Japanese films?

NAGAI: Mr. Cronenberg explores the 
theme of fusion between man and machine in 
a very philosophical and complex way, but my 
concept is far simpler. My robots are machines, 
but when the pilot gets inside them, they be-
come his flesh and blood: when a robot is hit, 
the pilot will feel the pain, too; when the pilot 
cries, the robot will shed tears, too. In compari-
son with Cronenberg, this is an extremely non-
scientific and unrealistic concept of a machine, 
but I guess that my approach to the robot as a 
human extension actually allows the viewers to 
relate to Mazinger or Grendizer and helps to 
make them so popular worldwide. And even if 

Mazinger Z, Great Mazinger and Grendizer. Grendizer and his pilot, Duke Fleed.

Go Nagai, Go!
Continued from page 5
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I said that this is a “non-scientific” vision, if we 
look at contemporary cybernetics, the scientists 
and engineers of today are putting all their ef-
forts not in potentiating the robots’ functions or 
powers, but in making them more human, either 
in their movements, reasoning and facial expres-
sion. Old sci-fi books and movies used to depict 
future society as one where the human beings, 
acquainted with interacting with machines, lose 
all their feelings and become just as dry and cold 
as real machines; but if we look at today’s reality 
and at the direction that cybernetic studies are 
taking, I guess that a human-like robot as Maz-
inger or Grendizer has all the chances to become 
a reality in our future

AWAD: Westerners were fascinated by 
both Japanese culture and Egyptian culture 
because they were the oldest civilizations of the 
world. How do you interpret the reverse influ-
ence of Manga and Anime on the Western 
world?

NAGAI: It is a very peculiar feeling. I 
mean, nobody, really not one of us would have 
ever thought that Japanese comics and anima-
tion would have one day reached foreign audi-
ences. I didn’t even know that my animation 
characters were broadcast in Europe and Asia, 

and I learnt about the Middle East just last year! 
When we created our characters - and by “we” 
I mean myself, and all my fellow comic art-
ists - we conceived them only for the domestic 
market. Lately, as the Japanese market shrinks 
because of the very low birth rate, many authors 
have started creating stories with the intention of 
gaining international appeal, because they need 
revenues from foreign markets to recover their 
investments; but it is funny how many of these 
stories fail to succeed abroad, while stories like 
“Mazinger” or “Grendizer,” which have been cre-
ated only and exclusively for Japanese audiences, 
resonate more successfully with foreign readers 
and viewers!

I think that I must be very proud of their 
success, because I remember when, twenty years 
ago, a French director told me that before see-
ing “Grendizer,” he thought of Japanese people 
only as “Economic Animals,” harsh, coldhearted 
and inscrutable samurais whose only interest was 
to make money and invade the world with their 
technological products: only through “Grendiz-
er” would he eventually discover that Japanese 
share the same feelings of love, friendship and 
brotherhood of all human beings. So, I believe 
animation has helped the world to discover the 
real Japanese soul and afforded people a sense 
of our culture, more than anything else. For the 
same reason, I am looking forward to an original 
Arab entertainment industry to develop and ex-
tend its reach internationally, because I believe it 

will eventually help in tearing down all the walls 
and barriers created by centuries of misunder-
standing or biased reports Western media have 
disseminated about the Arab culture.

AWAD: In Shin-Mazinger, you have cho-
sen to retell the story of Koji and Mazinger in 
a more adult and darker approach (noting the 
colors and design of characters) not to men-
tion some graphic violence too. By doing this, 
would you like to address a more mature public 
with Shin-Mazinger.

NAGAI: Mazinger was born as a comic 
book, but when it was decided to transpose it 
to animation, the production studio lamented 
that they needed to rewrite some characters and 
change the original design of Mazinger because 
in deference to technology of the early Seven-
ties, it was considered too complicated. So, the 
original Mazinger series was very enjoyable, but 
it ended being fairly different from what I had 
conceived. This new series is much more similar 
to my comic book, but you are perfectly right to 
say that it has a darker touch. This depends much 
more on a choice by the animation director than 
on my personal decision, but I liked his idea and 
his skills, so I gave him total freedom to develop 
these settings at his own will. Also, this new ani-
mation was broadcast in Japan after midnight, so 
it is targeted to the adults who saw the original 
“Mazinger” when they were kids and not to to-
day’s kids. For today’s kids, I guess I should plan 
a totally different story.

AWAD: If a live action “Mazinger” or 
“Grendizer” film would be made in the future, 
would you like to produce it through your com-
pany Dynamic Animation, or would you prefer 
to sell the rights to American companies like 
Transformers? Would you prefer Japanese or 
Western actors to perform the main roles?

NAGAI: I receive many offers, even from 
major movie studios, to transfer “Mazinger” 
or “Grendizer” to the big screen for live action 
movies. Until today, I have refused most of them 
because they would very much limit my control 
of the story, and also because I don’t think that 
computer graphics (CG) has evolved enough 
to depict my characters well enough; but today 
I believe we can definitely make a convincing 
“Mazinger” or “Grendizer” movie by mixing live 
action and CG. The problem is that such a proj-
ect would be so expensive that it would be impos-
sible to produce it in Japan; also, since childhood, 
I used to love Western movies, and the design of 
my characters have been affected by the look of 
Western actors and actresses, so I guess I would 
prefer a Western or mixed staff to a totally Japa-
nese one. Anyway, the real problem is the bud-
get. If any Middle Eastern fan of “Mazinger” or 
“Grendizer” has the will and the means to invest 
in such a project, please contact me (laugh).

AWAD: Finally, I would like you to share 
some of your thoughts upon reflecting over this 
Arab voyage, especially to Egypt? What have 

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Go Nagai, Go!
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you imagined and what have you discovered 
when you spent time among young Egyptian 
students of animation?

NAGAI: It’s been a trip of discovery. Im-
ages of the Middle East we get on Western or 
Japanese media are totally different from the 
reality I had a chance to see during this visit. 

People of the Middle East are incredibly warm, 
welcoming, and I have been overwhelmed by 
their love for “Grendizer” and “Mazinger.” Also, 
I had a chance to visit four totally different coun-
tries, Jordan, Kuwait, Egypt and Dubai, just to 
find that you cannot speak of an Arab world that 
is distinct, but rather an amalgamation of many 
disparate and different societies that comprise 
such a world. Media depicts the Arab world 
with the images of the streets of Gaza, or of the 
911 attacks, and I think this is a very reductive, 

biased and, consequently, abusive way to convey 
the real spirit of the Arab culture to the world. 
As I said, I am looking forward to a genuine 
Arab entertainment industry to spread about the 
world in order to help other cultures tear down 
the walls of misunderstanding. From this point 
of view, I can’t wait to see the creative works of 
young Egyptian animators and other valuable 
young artists of the Middle East. They carry on 
their back the burden of thousands of years of 
history and of one of the most fascinating cul-

tures in the world, and it falls onto them define 
how to deliver who they are to the people of the 
whole planet. I had a chance to appreciate their 
skills and I know that they can do it!
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/video 
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt To-
day Magazine, and the artistic director for both the 
Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab 
Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, and Va-
riety Arabia, in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE

Go Nagai, Go!
Continued from page 7

ELDERCARE

It’s a Process
By H. LEE WHITEHEAD

All those looking for a new 
apartment, house or car, raise 
your hands. If we were to com-
pare each list of considerations, 
we would probably find some 
common ground. Close to the 
top of each list, we might see 

considerations such as price, interest rate, loca-
tion, and size. Once the lists of considerations are 
set, it’s time to go shopping. From the monthly 
groceries to the dream home, there is at least one 
consistent factor—we need a plan. Without that, 
things can get out of control real fast. It’s a pro-
cess. And the same process applies when decid-
ing on the best mode of care for our loved ones.

We are guided by one foundational train of 
thought. We want to develop and maintain the 
best possible scenario for the family and our de-
pendent loved one. It is a delicate balance. But, 
we are members of The Sandwiched Generation 

or Baby Boomers. This is what we do. So, let’s get 
started by taking a look at some of the consider-
ations we will need to make.

Your loved ones are at the top of the list.
What type of assistance will they require? 

The physical and medical condition of your 
loved one will guide you in determining the 
most appropriate care. The term Activities of 
Daily Living covers a wide range of services 
from cooking and shopping to feeding, bath-
ing companionship and incontinence. You will 
probably consider a Home Health Aid or a 
C.N.A., (Certified Nursing Assistant), for 
these types of services. Typically, a C.N.A. is 
trained and certified to provide care for patients 
with varying degrees of mobility. They will also 
handle incontinence, monitoring of vital signs 
and transferring patients from bed to chair as 
well as body positioning to decrease the likeli-
hood of decubitus ulcers.

If your loved one only requires a simple 
reminder to take their medications, a C.N.A. 
or a Home Health Aid can certainly offer the 
reminder. However, dispensing of medications, 
charting vital signs and wound care such as de-

cubiti is another matter. You may need an R.N., 
(Registered Nurse), for that type of hands-on 
care. The R.N. is licensed to handle medications, 
wound care, and chart findings for a supervising 
agency or physician. They may also chart and 
report findings or observations regarding the pa-
tient’s mental and emotional state. Keep in mind 
that transportation could be a totally separate 
service. Again, this will depend on the needs of 
the patient and the scope of services offered by 
the providers you choose.

Now let’s consider your needs.
You are at the helm. The Care Giver is 

charged with what can be a daunting task at 
times. In some cases the job is spaced between 
many siblings, a few extended family members, 
a couple of very dear friend, or any combination 
of these. In many cases it all comes on the shoul-
ders of one person. Whatever your particular 
scenario may be, remember that the plan must 
be conducive to both the Care Giver and the 
Dependent. If the plan does not meet the needs 
of your loved one, something is wrong. you will 
not be happy and if it does not help you maintain 
(as a card-carrying member of the Sandwiched 

Generation), So talk about the needs with your 
loved one and those helping you. If that is not 
possible, it is your decision. Finally we come to 
the question of the day---money.

How much will all of this cost and who will 
pay? Now we start thinking about Medicare, 
Medicaid, pensions, retirement, savings, invest-
ments and private insurances. One might think 
this is a really big problem. Everyone can only 
do what they can do. Just decide on your care 
plan and move forward. Skilled Care Facilities 
and other agencies are out there to make money. 
When you are ready there will be options to ex-
plore. With that in mind, in two weeks we will 
examine the highs and lows of various types of 
skilled care facilities as well as in home care for 
your loved one.
If you would like to share your experience, garner in-
formation or simply sound-off, we would like to hear 
from you. So write H. Lee Whitehead at The West-
chester Guardian, P.O. Box 8, New Rochelle, New 
York 10801, or call: 347.524.7063, or direct email 
to: eldercareresource@aol.com

FINANCE

Con Ed Delivers What New Yorkers Crave: Fiscal Abuse
By LARRY M. ELKIN

New Yorkers revel in their im-
age as sharp-elbowed cynics 
who take nuthin’ from nobody. 
This, however, is a façade; be-
hind their carefully locked 
doors, they cheerfully endure 
endless financial abuse.

You already know about Manhattan apart-
ments that are glorified broom closets, and park-
ing spaces that cost as much as some people’s 
monthly rent, but I’m not talking about these 
things. Nor am I talking about suburban home-
owners who face property taxes that would 
amount to a decent yearly income in most of 
the country. Nor do I refer to private-school kin-
dergartens that cost as much as an Ivy League 
college.

I am talking about something much more 
basic: the price of keeping the lights on and the 
furnace running. Thanks to their bloated behe-

moth of a utility, Consolidated Edison, residents 
of the five boroughs and adjacent northern sub-
urbs pay staggeringly high prices for electricity 
and natural gas. Con Ed likes to blame taxes 
and labor costs, but this is a red herring. Con 
Ed’s rates are themselves a tax on New York-
ers – a steep tax that drives businesses and jobs 
elsewhere.

This isn’t a secret. New Yorkers know they 
pay high prices, and that those prices are march-
ing steadily higher even as most parts of the 
country benefit from stabilizing utility costs. 
Yet I think many Con Ed customers would be 
astonished to learn exactly how much they pay 
compared to people who live in other places. 
So my colleague Amy Laburda and I gathered 
some bills and took a close look.

First, some basics. Any utility bill has vari-
ous components. There is the cost of fuel, such 
as natural gas, which some customers burn in 
their furnaces and kitchen stoves but which also 

might be used (along with other fuels or power 
sources such as water, wind and solar) to gener-
ate electricity. There is the cost of the generating 
equipment. There is the cost of the transmis-
sion lines, pipelines and other infrastructure that 
delivers the utilities to your home or business. 
There are taxes, and there is corporate overhead, 
covering everything from paper and postage for 
monthly statements to executive salaries and 
shareholder dividends.

In my comparison, I left out taxes that are 
added to the cost of the electricity or gas, and I 
tried to separate the prices that Con Ed and its 
peers charge for obtaining or producing the gas 
and electricity from the prices for delivering it.

Although the mix of power sources – thus 
the cost of power – will vary regionally, the cost 
of delivering that power generally ought to be 
a function of the distance from those power 
sources and the density of the customers in the 
delivery area. In the Northeast, power is gener-

ally produced close to the consumers who use 
it, and it goes mostly to multi-family homes or 
to densely populated cities and suburbs. Most 
of the New York City area’s electricity is gener-
ated locally from a mix of oil-, gas- and nuclear-
fueled generators.

Power delivery charges ought to be cheaper 
in a densely populated suburb than, for example, 
in rural Vermont. Or, for that matter, cheaper 
than in south Florida, where power is car-
ried over longer distances to fewer customers, 
through wires that are more often damaged by 
hurricanes and lightning storms.

The electricity bills I gathered tell a differ-
ent story.

To deliver power to a condominium in Fort 
Lauderdale or to a home in central Florida’s 
semi-rural Flagler County, Florida Power & 
Light charges about 5.2 cents per kilowatt-hour 
(kWh) for the first 1,000 kWh each month; 

Continued on page 9
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FINANCE

additional usage costs 6.2 cents per kWh. The 
charge for generating that power is 3.3 cents per 
kWh for the first 1,000, and 4.3 cents thereafter. 
Thus, the total charge ranges from 8.5 cents to 
10.5 cents per kWh.

At my home in Westchester County, Con 
Ed charges nearly 12 cents per kWh just to de-
liver the power. I don’t buy my electricity from 
Con Ed. I purchase it from another vendor, 
Gateway Energy, which charges 11.99 cents per 

kWh, which is about a penny less than Con Ed. 
Even with this modest savings, my total electric 
cost in Westchester is nearly 24 cents per kWh, 
around 2.5 times what I would pay in Florida for 
the same amount of power. This is before taxes 
are added.

There are certain regional differences to take 
into account. The Northeast and the Southeast 
have different energy constraints. Let us consider 
Vermont, then. A rural area like Quechee, Vt., 
should be at a disadvantage when competing 

with an area just five miles north of New York 
City. Nevertheless, Central Vermont Public 
Service charges a combined supply and delivery 
rate of 14.615 cents per kWh. A few other mi-
nor charges bring the total to about 15.6 cents, 
which is still some 40 percent below Con Ed’s 
rates.

Natural gas prices have plunged this year. 
This should be good news for consumers’ elec-
tric bills, since much of the Northeast’s power is 
generated from gas, as well as for consumers who 
heat their houses with gas. But thanks to Con 

Ed’s rate structure, its customers do not receive 
nearly as much benefit that they should.

New York regulators allow Con Ed to make 
all of its electricity profit from the delivery part 
of the business; it just passes along its costs for 
generation. The company therefore has less in-
centive to drive down generating costs by taking 
advantage of cheaper gas. It need not even care 
whether I buy my electricity from Con Ed or 
Gateway; Con Ed makes the same profit either 

way.
I use natural gas to heat my Westchester 

home, and the story is similar to the electricity 
bills described above. I paid Gateway $0.799015 
per therm for natural gas this winter, and ConEd 
$0.870192 per therm (beyond the first 3.2, 
which are included in a basic service charge) to 
deliver the gas to my house. In a comparable set-
ting, North Shore Gas – which provides natu-
ral gas to suburbs north of Chicago – charged 
$0.3745 per therm for gas, with a delivery cost 
of $0.17791 per therm for the first 50 and 
$0.05881 per therm after that. Customers in 
suburban Chicago with homes similar to mine 

pay only about one-third what I pay for heating 
and cooking.

Con Ed likes to invoke a mantra that, under 
some obscure law of the cosmos, costs are higher 
in New York. It made this claim a few years ago 
when it blamed higher taxes. But my compari-
sons do not include taxes imposed directly on 
consumers. In any event, costs of fuel and equip-
ment are basically the same everywhere.

One particularly high cost Con Ed incurs 
is lobbying. As a monopoly (on power delivery 

if not supply), Con Ed must get approval of its 
rates from the New York Public Service Com-
mission, a body which regulates utilities in the 
state of New York. To say that New York’s PSC 
does a poor job of forcing Con Ed to deliver val-
ue along with its electricity and gas is an under-
statement. In 2010, the Commission approved 
yearly rate increases for three years, condemning 
the state’s consumers to even greater abuse de-
spite the recent favorable developments in the 
gas market.

Con Ed is a drain on the region’s house-
holds and a drag on its economy. It is not an in-
nocent victim of New York’s high costs, as it likes 
to claim; it is a chief contributor to those high 
costs and a major incentive for businesses and 
householders to set up shop elsewhere.

But after all, a utility is in the business of 
satisfying customer demands. And though they 
don’t like to admit it in public, New Yorkers seem 
to have an affinity for financial pain.

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, is president 
of Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-only 
financial planning firm headquartered in Scars-
dale, NY. The firm offers estate planning, insurance 
consulting, trust planning, cross-border planning, 
business valuation, family office and business man-
agement, executive financial planning, and tax 
services. Its sister firm, Palisades Hudson Asset 
Management, is an independent investment advi-
sor with about $950 million under management. 
Branch offices are in Atlanta and Ft. Lauderdale. 
Website:www.palisadeshudson.com.

Con Ed Delivers What New Yorkers Crave: Fiscal Abuse

Company Cost of Power (per 
kWh)

Delivery & other (per 
kWh)

Total cost (per 
kWh)

Florida Power and Light Company (first 1000 kWh) $0.03343 $0.05184 $0.08527
Florida Power and Light Company (beyond first 1000 

kWh)
$0.04343 $0.06184 $0.10527

Con Edison/Gateway Energy Services $0.11990 $0.11978 $0.23968
Central Vermont Public Service $0.14615 $0.00986 $0.15601

Continued from page 8

HEALTH

By RICH MONETTI
On Thursday night, April 12th, 
at the Fox Lane High School 
auditorium, the Bedford 2020 
coalition and the Westchester 
Land Trust presented - Wa-
ter, You are what you Drink. 
Aimed at linking the Bedford 

watershed system to human health, the audience 
was seated by watershed zones to highlight the 
obligation each person has in maintaining the 
present and future quality of the water we drink.

“When water falls to the earth it follows the 
slope of the landscape to the watershed so what 
you do matters to your neighbors, said Candace 
Schafer, Executive Director of the Land Trust.

Ceding the floor to Dr. Diane Lewis of 
2020, the sentiment was seconded. “If we work 
together we can impact water quality,” she said.

Board certified in nephrology, equating the 
water we drink to her occupation was something 
that did not occur to her over night. When it fi-
nally did the analogy was clear. “If your kidneys 
cannot filter out contaminates, they end up in 
your blood,” she said.

The same goes for our watersheds and it’s 
still our health that feels the side effects - espe-
cially when it comes to children. “Contaminates 
are leading to increases in obesity, diabetes, 
ADHD and autism,” said the leader of the co-
alition’s Water and Land Use Task Force.

The latter two are now strongly linked to a 
new class of chemicals that disrupt the endocrine 
system. Effecting brain development, the detri-
ments are not necessarily linked to quantity but 
to timing in

which they invade the body. “The amounts 
that cause problems are so small but if they occur 
in the womb or at an early age, the effects are 
more pronounced,” she said.

Also included among the problem of Endo-
crine disruption is something called male femi-
nization. Decreased sperm count, undescended 
testes and the aforementioned stunted brain de-
velopment are associated with the condition. In 
2009, she said, the Endocrine Society was able 
to reproduce the effects in the lab and has found 
the problem in both fish and humans.

This is where the health of our water can 
be likened - of sorts - to the weakest link in the 

neighborhood chain. Superfunds and govern-
ment regulation exist to combat industrial waste 
but there is very little control on the products we 
buy and then dump down our drains. In turn, 
she recommends finding eco-friendly detergents 
and executing sustainable gardening and lawn 
care practices.

Of course, leading by example doesn’t neces-
sarily get the results a water conscious resident 
wants out of his or her neighbor. In response, 

Dr. Lewis’ intent was not to end the conversa-
tion with the evening’s activism. “We’re hoping 
you will work with us so we can educate your 
neighbors,” she said.

Bedford 2020 also makes itself available 
to speak to groups but purchasing sustainable 
products has an important effect beyond the re-
sults that emerge from backyard actions. Dem-
onstrating buying power, she said, “That’s the 

Bedford 2020 and Westchester Land Trust Host Water Quality Discussion

Continued on page 10
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By ROBERT SCOTT
Many communities in West-
chester owe their existence to a 
quirk of geography--a protected 
harbor on the Hudson River, a 
former aboriginal campsite or 
the junction of two major stage-
coach roads.

The village of Briarcliff 
Manor owes its existence to one wealthy patron: 
Walter W. Law.

Law, the father of Briarcliff Manor, was born 
in 1837 in the English town of Kidderminster. In 
the 19th century, the name Kidderminster and 
carpets were synonymous. Its carpet industry be-
gan as a cottage industry locally, but the introduc-
tion of steam power paved the way for the huge 
carpet mills that would make Kidderminster a 
center of carpet manufacture in Britain.

One of ten children of a dealer in carpets and 
dry goods, Walter William Law left school and 
began working at the age of 14. In 1859, he de-
cided to immigrate to the United States.

The New World Beckons
Leaving England with a few letters of intro-

duction from his father to friends in the American 
carpet trade and with enough money to last him 
only about two weeks, Walter Law arrived in New 
York on January 22, 1860. It was a Sunday, and 
the passengers could not clear customs until the 
next day.

 Talk of abolition of slavery and secession 
was in the air. “With another passenger or two,” 
he later recalled, “we went over to Brooklyn, and 
heard Henry Ward Beecher preach, and it was the 
first and only time I heard him.”

Young Walter Law landed a job as a traveling 
carpet salesman. That lasted until he discovered 
that his employer was misrepresenting domestic 
rugs as imported and charging premium prices for 
them. His next employer folded when the Civil 
War caused a general business slowdown.

A call on William Sloane, head of the firm 
of W. & J. Sloane, resulted in his being hired, 
more out of kindness than need. Sloane, his new 
employer, had started his working life as an ap-
prentice weaver in Edinburgh. In 1834, after his 
employer failed to reward him for inventing a new 

method of weaving tapestry rugs, Sloane had im-
migrated to New York.

With his brother John, they established a 
carpet business as W. & J. Sloane. Their little store 
on Broadway across from City Hall prospered. 
William Sloane’s sons took over the business 
from their father on his death in 1879. Seven 
years earlier, one son, 28-year-old William Doug-
las Sloane, had married Emily Thorn Vanderbilt, 
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt’s 20-year-old 
granddaughter.

According to newspaper reports, the groom 
“got $15,000,000 by the performance. Mr. Sloane 
himself is worth many millions in his own right.” 
Seventy years later, her granddaughter, Alice 
Frances Hammond, would marry jazz musician 
Benny Goodman.

In 1882, the Sloane store moved uptown 
to an ornate six-story building on the southeast 
corner of 19th Street and Broadway, where the 
firm sold carpeting, oriental rugs, lace curtains and 
upholstery fabric, later expanding to furniture. Fit-
tingly, the Sloane building today again houses a 
carpet store, ABC Carpet. Across Broadway from 
W. & J. Sloane was the massive Arnold Constable 

dry goods establishment.
Opposite Sloane’s on 19th Street was the 

eight-story retail building housing the Gorham 
Manufacturing Company, famous for its silver-
ware and metal work. A block north, at the south-
west corner of Broadway and 20th Street, was the 
Lord & Taylor dry goods store.

The neighborhood of fashionable dry goods 
stores and other landmark buildings lies roughly 
between 14th and 27th streets and 5th and 7th 
avenues. Called the “Ladies’ Mile Historic Dis-
trict,” its 440 memorable buildings are now pre-
served and protected.

Young Walter Law increased the business 
of Sloane’s wholesale department by securing the 
account of the Alexander Smith & Sons Carpet 
Company in Yonkers for the manufacture of mo-
quette carpets.

These tufted, high-pile carpets produced 
on power looms invented by Halcyon Skinner 
quickly displaced the popular flat-weave, revers-
ible carpets. They also undercut pricier hand-
knotted carpets.

The giant Alexander Smith carpet mills in 
Yonkers along Nepperhan Avenue were named 

the Moquette Mills. Their architecturally impor-
tant workers’ row housing was built in stepped 
fashion on the hill adjacent to the factory.

A Move to Westchester
Law and his wife, Georgiana Ransom Law, 

moved to Yonkers, making it easier for him to 
service the Smith account. Here they raised their 
two sons and four daughters.

In 1890, health problems forced Walter 
Law at age 53 to take early retirement from 
the Sloane firm. Tuberculosis was given as the 
cause. Unhappy with the prospect of inactivity, 
he sought a new venue for his talents and ambi-
tion, and turned his attention to northern West-
chester.

Then as now, the benefits of fresh air and 
outdoor living were recognized as important 
weapons in fighting infectious diseases like tu-
berculosis. The newly-retired executive found the 
236-acre farm of James Stallman between Old 
Briarcliff Road and Pleasantville Road for sale.

He snapped it up in 1890 for $35,000. The 
Stallman farmhouse, originally used by Walter 
Law as an office, later became the rectory of St. 
Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church.

When he bought the Stallman property, 
it was already named Briarcliff Farm. The term 
Briarcliff came from “Brier Cliff,” a name ap-
plied by the Rev. John David Ogilby, professor of 
ecclesiastical history at the General Theological 
Seminary in New York City, to his Westchester 
summer estate.

Once when traveling in England, Dr. Ogil-
by had come upon the parish church at Bremer-
ton, near Salisbury. Desiring to improve property 
he owned near Ossining, he donated the land 
to the community and retained architect Rich-
ard Upjohn to design a church inspired by the 
church Ogilby had seen in Britain. Upjohn was 
the architect of many churches in New York 
City, the best known of which is Trinity Church 
at the head of Wall Street.

Construction of All Saints Church in Briar-
cliff Manor began in 1848, but Dr. Ogilby died 
in 1851, well before its completion in 1854. The 
original structure, illustrated in the Rev. Robert 
Bolton’s 1855 History of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the County of Westchester, was a simple 
rectangular building with a steep, gabled roof 
and a small, open, wood belfry.

Continued on page 11

beginning of impacting water quality through 
legislation.

In the interim, she recommends the in-
formed purchase of a water filter. “First get your 
water tested so your filter is specific to the con-
taminates in your water,” she said.

But back in the ecosystem, roads like 684 
do their share of the damage. “Oil slicks, deicing 
salt and random gravel are all picked up as runoff 

and land back in the watershed,” she said.
The best counter to pavement and develop-

ment gave way to the second speaker. “Forests 
are the kidneys of our water supply,” reiterated 
Brendan Murphy of the Watershed Agricultural 
Council.

Aside from the said development, the main 
threat to forests is the incidence of natural dis-
turbance like heavy storms or disease. Even so, 
forests may contain too many trees of the same 
age and natural progression inevitably leads to a 

significant gap in the tree line.
On the other end, too dense a forest means 

a weaker wooding with competition for limited 
natural resources. Additionally, a dearth of in-
vasive vine species can choke off the growth of 
younger trees, as can be now seen on many of 
our parkways.

In turn, a lack of adequate re-growing con-
ditions paves the way for weaker forests and 
poor water quality. He recommends people stay 
connected to the Land Trust in order that their 

towns effectively manage their open space.
Otherwise, people can get their hands dirty 

to keep their water clean by simply planting a 
tree or getting involved in vine eradication with 
environmental groups. Either way, it all starts 
and ends in the same place.

“Too maintain our water systems and for-
estry it takes a collective effort,” he concluded.
Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a freelance 
writer in Westchester since 2003. Peruse his work at 
www. rmonetti.blogspot.com.

HEALTH

Bedford 2020 and Westchester Land Trust Host Water Quality Discussion
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Manor House of Irene and Paul Bogoni – formerly the mansion home of the Village of Briarcliff Manor 
founder, Walter W. Law, situated on Scarborough Road. Photo by and courtesy of the Briarcliff Manor 

Scarborough Historical Society.

Walter W. Law, 1
From Rugs to Riches
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Swiftly adding additional acreage, Law 
made some 40 purchases in the next ten years. 
By the turn of the century he owned more than 
5,000 acres in Westchester.

Walter Law was acutely aware of the con-
nection between milk and the spread of infec-
tious diseases like tuberculosis. His Briarcliff 
Farms would specialize in the production of cer-
tified milk from tuberculin-tested Jersey cows. 
Other farm animals included chickens, pigs, 
sheep, pheasants and even a few peacocks.

At its height, Briarcliff Farms boasted some 
300 workers. Law’s Briarcliff Dairy processed 
3,000 to 4,000 quarts of milk each day, as well as 
quantities of cream and butter, shipped to New 
York by an early morning milk train on the Put-
nam Division.

Briarcliff Farms had its own farm store in 
the Windsor Arcade at Fifth Avenue and 46th 
Street in the city. Later, Law opened another 
store at 2061 Seventh Avenue near 125th Street. 
This uptown location was intended to tap the 
burgeoning new fashionable neighborhood of 
aristocratic apartment houses and popular sin-
gle-family brownstones springing up in Harlem, 
linked to downtown by elevated and subway 
lines.

Walter Law had the Midas touch. Indeed 
everything he touched turned to gold. With so 
much land available for cultivation in Briarcliff 
Manor, it was inevitable that he would turn to 
the raising of flowers. Erecting steam-heated 
greenhouses that eventually covered 75,000 
square feet, he undertook the growing of Ameri-
can Beauty roses and other flowers on raised 
beds for the florist trade.

A greenhouse foreman discovered and 

propagated the pink Briarcliff Rose, an improve-
ment over the existing strain. It was registered 
with the American Rose Society and became ex-
tremely popular. Flower sales eventually reached 
$100,000 a year.

It was an easy next step from certified 
milk to pure water. Law’s Briarcliff Table Wa-
ter Company’s wells tapped aquifers 250 feet 
deep, and it offered bottled water in individual 
bottles and large jugs complete with office-style 
dispensers. The water was available in Briarcliff 
Farms stores in New York City and at food mar-
kets throughout Westchester and as far away as 
Lakewood, N.J.

Incorporating a Village
As Walter Law’s “empire” grew, the need for 

municipal services became obvious. He proposed 
incorporation. One problem: The village would 
lay in two towns, Ossining and Mount Pleasant, 
a permissible spread under law, and in two school 
districts—a requirement of state law. He got sig-
natures from 25 freeholders on a petition request-
ing approval for the proposed incorporation.

On September 2, 1902, the supervisors of the 
two towns met with the freeholders to discuss the 
details of the incorporation. An election followed 
ten days later. Everyone who voted was indebted 
to Walter Law, either for a house or livelihood or 
both. The result was resoundingly favorable.

Legend has it that Briarcliff Manor owes the 
“Manor” in its name to a remark made by Law’s 
friend, industrialist Andrew Carnegie, who called 
him “the Laird (lord) of Briarcliff Manor.”

The incorporated village of Briarcliff Manor 
officially came into existence on November 21, 
1902, with William DeNyse Nichols as president. 
(This title for the heads of incorporated villages 
was later changed to mayor.) Successive mayors 
who were long-serving members of the Law fam-
ily included Walter Law’s son, Walter W. Law, Jr., 

who served from 1905 to 1918, and Henry H. 
Law, who served from 1918 to 1936. The hamlet 
of Scarborough was annexed to Briarcliff Manor 
in 1906.

From the beginning, an unusual system was 
employed for selecting candidates for the village’s 
public offices. The system, now formalized by law 
as the “People’s Caucus,” allows any eligible citizen 
over 18 years of age to seek nomination for office. 
Effectively keeping national politics and national 

party names out of the system, candidates chosen 
by the caucus are almost guaranteed election.

Next week’s article on Briarcliff Manor will 
describe Walter Law’s greatest triumph-- con-
struction of the sprawling 225-room Briarcliff 
Lodge that would attract celebrities from all over 
the world as guests.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and local 
historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.
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 HISTORY

Briarcliff Manor station – Walter W. Law, who built Briarcliff Lodge, donated this Tudor-style station 
to Briarcliff Manor in 1909. It is currently used as a library. Photo by and courtesy of Karl Zydexx 

Jorgensen of www.xydexx.com.

Walter W. Law, 1
Continued from page 10

IN MEMORIAM

MOUNT VERNON, 
NY -- Mount Vernon na-
tive and music industry 
icon Dick Clark passed 
away early Wednesday 
afternoon, April 18, 2012. 
“Mount Vernon mourns 
the passing of a native 
son who has contributed 
so much to the enter-
tainment industry. We 
are proud that he called 
Mount Vernon home,” 
said Mayor Ernest D. 
Davis.

Clark who was born 
and raised in the city, grew up on Park Lane and 
attended AB Davis High School on Gramatan 
Avenue. He took dance lessons at the Arthur 

Murray Dance School 
on 4th Avenue.

Viola Sharpe, whose 
late husband, Mayor 
Thomas Sharpe, was in-
ducted into the Mount 
Vernon High School 
Hall of Fame along with 
Clark, said she remem-
bers him being amazed 
at the amount of trees 
that were part of the 
city’s landscape. She ad-
vised she last saw him 
some years ago, “He was 
very proud to call Mount 

Vernon home.”
Dick Clark achieved accomplishments not 

Dick Clark Brought Mount Vernon’s 
Talent to the World
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only as a radio and television personality. He 
was a very successful businessman who brought 
rock and roll to the masses and gave a number 
of very successful entertainers their start. A long 
list of African American artists credit Clark with 

providing them exposure on his highly rated 
television dance shows at a time when the music 
industry was segregated.

The City of Mount Vernon plans to cel-
ebrate Dick Clark’s accomplishments in a man-
ner worthy of his achievements sometime in the 
near future. “Dick Clark was a home grown boy 

who made good,” said Mayor Davis. “He joins 
the growing list of talent that makes Mount 
Vernonites so special. Mr Clark’s important con-
tributions to American culture cannot be over-
looked.” Flags on city owned buildings are to be 
flown at half-staff in honor and recognition of 
the passing of one of the city’s local heros.

Mount Vernon has been home to a number 
of successful individuals in the entertainment in-

dustry. The city, a suburb situated a short distance 
from New York City, has been home to a host 
of talent: Sidney Portier, Ossie Davis and Ruby 
Dee, Art Carney, Denzel Washington, Sean 
“Diddy” Combs, E.B. White, “Dwight “Heavy 
D” Myers, Phylicia Rashad and Debbie Allen, 
Linda Fairstein, Michael Imperioli, Leon Rob-
inson, and Robin Givens. They have each called 
Mount Vernon home.

IN MEMORIAM

Dick Clark Brought Mount Vernon’s Talent to the World
Continued from page 11

MEDIA

By RAYMOND IBRAHIM
First published by Gatestone In-
stitute, April 13, 2012 http://
www.meforum.org/3217/
media-muslim-persecution-
christians

When it comes to Muslim 
persecution of Christians, the 

mainstream media (MSM) has a long paper trail 
of obfuscating; while they eventually do state the 
bare-bone facts—if they ever report on the story 
in the first place, which is rare—they do so after 
creating and sustaining an aura of moral relativ-
ism that minimizes the Muslim role.

False Moral Equivalency
As previously discussed, one of the most ob-

vious ways is to evoke “sectarian strife” between 
Muslims and Christians, a phrase that conjures 
images of two equally matched—equally abused, 
and abusive—adversaries fighting. This hardly 
suffices to describe reality: Muslim majorities 
persecuting largely passive Christian minorities.

Most recently, for instance, in the context 
of the well-documented suffering of Christians 
in Egypt, an NPR report declared “In Egypt, 
growing tensions between Muslims and Chris-
tians have led to sporadic violence [initiated by 
whom?]. Many Egyptians blame the interreli-
gious strife on hooligans [who?] taking advan-

tage of absent or weak security forces. Others 
believe it’s because of a deep-seated mistrust 
between Muslims and the minority Christian 
community [ how did the “mistrust” originate?].” 
Though the report does highlight cases where 
Christians are victimized, the tone throughout 
suggests that examples of Muslims victimized 
by Christians could just as easily have been 
found (not true). Even the title of the report is 
“In Egypt, Christian-Muslim Tension is on the 
Rise”; the accompanying photo is of a group of 
angry Christians, one militantly holding a cross 
aloft—not Muslims destroying crosses, which 
is what prompts the former to such displays of 
religious solidarity.

Two more strategies that fall under the 
MSM’s umbrella of obfuscating and mini-
mizing Islam’s role—strategies that the reader 
should become acquainted with—appeared 
in recent reports dealing with the jihadi group 
Boko Haram and its ongoing genocide of Nige-
ria’s Christians.

First, some context: Boko Haram, whose 
full name in Arabic is “Sunnis for Da’wa [Is-
lamization] and Jihad,” is a terrorist organization 
dedicated to the overthrow of the secular gov-
ernment and establishment of Sharia law (sound 
familiar?). It has been slaughtering Christians 
for years, with an uptick since last December’s 
Christmas day church bombing, which left 
40 Christians dead, followed by its New Year 

ultimatum that all Christians must evacuate 
northern regions or die—an ultimatum Boko 
Haram has been living up to, as hardly a day 
goes by without a terrorist attack on Christians 
or churches, most recently, last Sunday’s Easter 
day church attack that killed nearly 50.

Blurring the Line between 
Persecutor and Victim

Now consider some MSM strategies. The 
first one is to frame the conflict between Mus-
lims and Christians in a way that blurs the line 
between persecutor and victim, for example, this 
recent BBC report on one of Boko Haram’s 
many church attacks that left three Christians 
dead, including a toddler. After stating the 
bare-bone facts, the report goes on to describe 
how “the bombing sparked a riot by Christian 
youths, with reports that at least two Muslims 
were killed in the violence. The two men were 
dragged off their bikes after being stopped at a 
roadblock set up by the rioters, police said. A row 
of Muslim-owned shops was also burned…” 
The report goes on and on, with a special sec-
tion about “very angry” Christians, till one all 
but confuses victims with persecutors, forgetting 
what the Christians are “very angry” about in the 
first place: unprovoked and nonstop terror at-
tacks on their churches, and the murder of their 
women and children.

This is reminiscent of the Egyptian New 
Year’s Eve church bombing that left over 20 
Christians dead: the MSM reported it, but 
under headlines like “Christians clash with po-
lice in Egypt after attack on churchgoers kills 
21”(Washington Post) and “Clashes grow as 
Egyptians remain angry after attack”(New York 
Times)—again, as if frustrated Christians lashing 
out against wholesale slaughter is as newsworthy 
as the slaughter itself; as if their angry reaction 
“evens” everything up.

Dissembling the Perpetrators’ Motivation
The second MSM strategy involves dissem-

bling over the jihadis’ motivation. An AFP re-
port describing a different Boko Haram church 
attack—which also killed three Christians dur-
ing Sunday service—does a fair job reporting the 
facts. But then it concludes with the following 
sentence: “Violence blamed on Boko Haram, 
whose goals remain largely unclear, has since 2009 
claimed more than 1,000 lives, including more 
than 300 this year, according to figures tallied by 
AFP and rights groups.”

Although Boko Haram has been howling 
its straightforward goals for a decade—enforc-
ing Sharia law and, in conjunction, subjugating 
if not eliminating Nigeria’s Christians—here is 
the MSM claiming ignorance about these goals 
(earlier the New York Times described Boko 
Haram’s goals as “senseless”—even as the group 

How the Media Whitewashes Muslim Persecution of Christians
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How the Media Whitewashes Muslim Persecution of Christians

continues justifying them on doctrinal grounds). 
One would have thought that a decade after the 
jihadi attacks of 9/11—in light of all the sub-
sequent images of Muslims in militant attire 
shouting distinctly Islamic slogans such as “Al-
lahu Akbar!” and calling for Sharia law and the 

subjugation of “infidels”—reporters would by 
now know what their motivation and goals are.

Of course, the media’s obfuscation serves a 
purpose: it leaves the way open for the politically 
correct, MSM-approved motivations for Mus-
lim violence: “political oppression,” “poverty,” 
“frustration,” and so forth. From here, one can 

see why politicians like former U.S. president 
Bill Clinton cite “poverty” as “what’s fueling all 
this stuff” (a reference to Boko Haram’s slaugh-
ter of Christians), or the U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for African Affairs insistence that “reli-
gion is not driving extremist violence” in Nigeria, 
which he said in response to last Sunday’s Easter 
day church bombing.

In short, while the MSM may report the 

most frugal facts concerning Christian persecu-
tion, they utilize their entire arsenal of semantic 
games, key phrases, and convenient omissions 
that uphold the traditional narrative—that 
Muslim violence is anything but a byproduct of 
the Islamic indoctrination of intolerance.
Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the Da-
vid Horowitz Freedom Center and an Associate 
Fellow at the Middle East Forum

Continued from page 12

POLICE INVESTIGATIONS

By NANCY KING
The investigation into the fatal 
shooting of Kenneth Cham-
berlain, Sr., which occurred  
on November 19th, 2011, has 
this week uncovered new evi-
dence that may give credence 
to community accusations that 

Mr Chamberlain, a 68-year-old U.S. Marine 
was taunted with racial slurs, particularly the 
term, “Nigger,” when addressing Mr Chamber-
lain prior to his being shot to death at the hands 
of White Plains Police Officer Anthony Carelli.  
In taped recordings memorialized by the Life’s 
Alert device to which Mr. Chamberlain sub-
scribed, White Plains Police Officer Steven 
Hart is heard yelling racial slurs at the elderly 
man during the confrontation. Hart is heard on 
those tapes, obtained by Mr Chamberlain’s legal 
counsel Randolph McLaughlin, Esq., using the 
“N” word as officers attempted to gain access 
into Mr. Chamberlains’s apartment in the Win-
brook Housing complex.

On Friday afternoon, Chamberlain family 
attorney Randolph McLaughlin confirmed to 
The Westchester Guardian that he indeed was in 
receipt of the tape provided by the elder Cham-
berlain’s Life Alert service device, confirming 
that Officer Hart had indeed used the “N” word 
during the confrontation.  According to that 
tape, Hart can be heard tapping on Chamber-
lain’s window and saying the following: “Mr. 
Chamberlain, Mr. Chamberlain, Stop… We 
have to talk Nigger.”  

This taped evidence alone leaves any individ-
ual wondering whether in 2012, are the White 
Plains Police or any police department for that 
matter aware of the consequences of using ra-
cially charged language under any circumstance.   
Apparently not!  In some African-American 
communities, the use of the word “n---a” may be 
used as a term of “community endearment.”  Not 
universally accepted by all who hear it to be ap-
propriate, but it is what it is in discourse among 
friends.  Officer Hart was in no way shape or 
form using a term of endearment, he was spew-
ing terms and expressions demeaning and de-
moralizing; his words were charged with hatred. 
After all, it’s 2012, who the heck would use that 
word in public in a predominantly African-

American Housing project? Oh… that answer 
would be somebody who hates people of color.

This however was not Officer Hart’s first 
brush with bias based language and the lawsuits 
that often accompany it.  On January 15, 2011, 
Officer Hart is accused of bashing a patron’s 
head to the pavement outside the Cabo Lounge 
nightclub on Mamaroneck Avenue.  Edgar Ma-
raud, a bank manager from Port Chester and 
a friend, had just left the Cabo Lounge after 
an evening out.  As he and a friend were leav-
ing the lounge and headed to their car, Officer 
Hart sprang up, grabbed Maraud and threw him 
to the ground.  Maraud’s head was repeatedly 
bashed into the ground and he suffered a bro-
ken nose.   Originally, Maraud was charged with 
disorderly conduct but those charges were later 
dismissed and again refiled.  The case is currently 
winding its way through the justice system. And 
by the way, Maraud is Latino.  

It must be noted however that the White 
Plains Police Department don’t always reserve 
their abuse to only those of color.  In 2006, an 
individual (who happens to be white and middle 
aged) was stopped during a routine traffic stop at 
the corner of Mitchell Place and Mamaroneck 
Avenue for having a signal light out.  None 
other than alleged shooter WPPD Officer 
Anthony Carelli stopped him. Rather than giv-
ing a courtesy reminder that the light was out, 
Carelli pulled the individual out of the car, rifled 
through his wallet, strewing his personal papers 
all over Mitchell Place while calling for back up.  

And of course, at all times, weapons were drawn 
because any routine traffic stop for a burnt out 
bulb calls for all the fire power one can muster.  

Such appears to be the workday life of a 
White Plains Police Department officer.  Just 
recently I lay in bed listening to a dispatch of a 
man being beat by a group of at least 7 people 
on Rathbun Avenue in White Plains. At least 
6 minutes later I heard it re-dispatched after 
numerous people had called it in.  From the de-
scription of the victim, said to be wearing white 
pants, of Hispanic origin, you couldn’t help but 
wonder if the police, whose department is less 
than 2 minutes away by vehicle from Rathbun 
Avenue weren’t taking their sweet time answer-
ing this call. Hispanic, a person of color… they 

just don’t seem to matter to the White Plains 
Police Department.

Perhaps the saddest statement of all came 
from Chamberlain family attorney Randolph 
McLaughlin when he told The Westchester 
Guardian, “We just can’t have this case swept 
under the rug.” Unfortunately Mr. McLaughlin 
and I shared a sad laugh when we recounted the 
statement that former Judge Sol Wachtel used 
to say… lightly paraphrased, it is attributed that 
if a DA wanted it so, they could get a ham sand-
wich indicted.  Unfortunately we have seen the 
DA drop the ball on the homicide of DJ Henry 
and side with the police.  Will the vox populi 
have their voices heard in the matter of Kenneth 
Chamberlain senior?  Only time will tell.
Additional reporting by Hezi Aris.
Nancy King is a freelance, investigative reporter; a 
resident of Greenburgh, New York.

WPPD Officer Hart Calls Him “Nigger”
WPPD Officer Carelli Shoots U.S. Marine Kenneth Chamberlain, Sr. to Death
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Mistaken
By CALEB PIRTLE III

Buck Newsome feared the Lord Almighty, 
but nobody else, and he had no use at all for the 
man in the fancy robe who preached God’s word 
in a tongue he could not understand. Newsome 
didn’t read the Good Book much, but he knew 
that, if he wasn’t sorely mistaken, one of God’s 
words surely had something to do with com-
passion, and the man in the fancy robes either 
didn’t know it, had forgotten it, or just didn’t give 
a damn anymore, and by gawd, it was about time 
he did. 

Buck Newsome stomped – with red face 
and cool, lethal eyes – alonside the dirt and trash 
of a South Texas sidewalk, a border patrolman 
who had grown tired of kicking hungry illegal 
aliens back beyond the Rio Grande. He didn’t 
mind removing them to their homeland. Hell, 
that was his job. He just hated to see them go 
home with their bellies as empty as their hopes. 

Newsome glanced back at the old woman 
and the boy who toddled along after him. They 
owned nothing and were wearing the only pos-
sessions they had. The old woman’s dress, a col-
lection of patches and rags, dragged the ground, 
and the boy rolled his eyes and slobbered. His 
jeans were torn and hadn’t been washed since 
he put them on for the first time. He was bare-
foot, the bottom of his feet as tough and scarred 
as shoe leather. She was worn out, and he was 
mentally retarded, and together they had fled 
Mexico, escaping to the land of promises where 
even an old woman and her backward grandson 
could find work and pennies to buy their bread. 

That was the promise. 
Buck Newsome knew better. 
The old woman had crawled to the foot of 

the church and prayed. She prayed all night and 
all week. At first she prayed for a job, then a roof 

over her head, then food for her grandson, and 
finally she just prayed that God would end her 
misery. God may have heard her. Buck New-
some came along and answered that prayer. 

In the year of ’51, he had seen the banjo-
bellied, cigar-smoking, high-rolling farmers of 
the Rio Grande Valley sneak wetbacks across 
the border, work them hard for weeks, then 
frantically call the Border Patrol to arrest them 
as illegal aliens. No passport. No visa. No papers 
of citizenship. It was easier to send the wetbacks 
home than pay them. And there was always an-
other unfortunate and unsuspecting soul wad-
ing the river to take their place at the bottom 
of a ladder with no rungs. Some he carried back 
across the Rio Grande and set free, whether they 
knew it or not. Some he buried in dry ground. 
No name. No age. No next of kin. He simply 
laid them away with a short scripture among the 
weeds and never amidst the flowers. 

Somewhere in the church, if he wasn’t sorely 
mistaken, the man in the fancy robe was bless-
ing souls in a tongue that Newsome could not 
understand and forgiving sins and washing them 
away in hundred-dollar bills. And the farmers 
were all singing Jesus Loves Me, but not the 
wetbacks in the field. 

Newsome had found the old woman and 
the slobbering twelve-year-old that morning, sit-
ting alone in a back alley of Edinburg. They had 
left San Luis Potosi and ridden on a crowded 
bus until she ran out of money. Then they had 
walked the crooked road for nine days, searching 
for salvation just north of the river. 

All she wanted was a job. But no one was 
hiring an old woman with a mentally retarded 
grandson who slobbered on himself, and she 
could not leave him because she was all he had. 
They sat down in the night and were waiting 
to die together, although the grandson did not 
know it. The boy didn’t know anything except 

that he was hungry, and he devoured the cheese, 
crackers, and sardines that Newsome dropped in 
his lap. 

And now, by gawd, Buck Newsome was 
dead set on teaching the man in the fancy robe 
about compassion if he had to do with the blunt 
end of a rusted shovel. He banged on the cathe-
dral door, and a lovely young lady opened it. 

“I want to see the padre,” Newsome told her. 
“He’s in the gym doing his morning exer-

cises,” she answered. 
“We’ll wait.” 
Minutes later, the sweating Irish padre 

swaggered into the room, red-haired and hairy-
chested, his fat belly – usually hidden by a fancy 
robe – hanging out over a pair of silk boxing 
trunks. 

“Why are you here?” he asked. 
“This woman and her grandson need help,” 

Newsome replied as softly as his brusque voice 
could manage. “If I’m not sorely mistaken, they 
are of the same religious faith that you are, and I 
thought you might be able to help them. 

The padre nodded. 
The woman, crying, fell to her knees and 

kissed his hand, and he blessed her. She had 
never expected to be so close to someone so holy. 

“She doesn’t need her soul blessed,” New-
some said, biting off his words like tobacco and 
spitting them in the padre’s face. “She needs her 
belly full of groceries.” 

“We don’t have the money to give everyone 
who knocks on our door,” the padre said. 

“I thought the Good Lord said to feed the 
poor.” 

“He had better resources than we do.” 
“So you’re gonna let her and the boy walk 

away hungry.” 
“We’re here for lost souls.” 
“But not hungry ones.” 
“I’m sorry.” 
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in art, including a Master’s Degree in 
Photography and a Post Graduate Degree 
in Graphics. He has also taught art on the 
secondary and college levels, and operated 
his own Gallery and Framing operation in 
Westchester County, New York. His artwork 
has sold in Galleries throughout the world 
and has been seen in numerous shows and 
Museums and private collections. When, 
in the 70’s he operated his own Atelier 
he did master printing for artists such 
as LeRoy Neiman and Salvador Dali. He 
now specializes in landscape, nature and 
panoramic images.   

Frank Matheis is a writer who resides in Pawling, New 

York. He has published more than four-hundred music 

and political newspaper articles, and six short stories. 

He was three times short listed for the Fish Short 

Story prize in Ireland. Besides his day job as 

international marketing director for a green technology 

company, Curtis Instruments, he is active in radio 

producing and Roots & Blues musicology, including as 

publisher of www.thecountryblues.com 
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College of Art & 
Design. www.bibiphoto.com 
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operated his own Atelier he did master printing for artists such as LeRoy 

Neiman and Salvador Dali. 

He now specializes in landscape, nature and panoramic images. 

 

 

 

C.C.Cole is a Dark Fantasy writer from 

rural Mississippi who lives in the suburbs 

with her family.  Besides writing, other 
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century history, martial arts, and adopted 

greyhounds. 

C.C.Cole is a Dark Fantasy 
writer from rural Mississippi 
who lives in the suburbs 
with her family.  Besides 
writing, other interests 
include medieval and 20th 
century history, martial arts, and adopted 
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Buck Newsome narrowed his eyes and 
folded his arms in defiance. “I take the poor 
ones across the border every day and turn them 
loose,” he said. “My orders are to stand there 
and make sure none of them come back.” 

“How can you keep them out?” 
Newsome grinned. “The Good Lord gave 

you a Bible. He gave me a pistol.” 
“We both have our jobs to do.” 
“I’m taking a bunch over this morning,” 

Newsome said.
“I suggest you be packed and ready to leave 

in, say, fifteen minutes or so. You can preach to 
them all the way home.” 

The color drained from the Padre’s face.
“You can’t do that to me.” 
“I can deport pretty much who I damn 

well please.” 
“That would be a grave mistake.” 
“It’s a mistake I can live with,” Newsome 

said. “I’ll have your badge,” the padre said. 
“Probably,” Newsome said with a noncha-

lant shrug.
“But, if I’m not sorely mistaken, you’ll have 

to get back across the river first.” 
“The river’s not that wide.” 
“I’ll be waiting,” Newsome said. His grin 

was a scar and devoid of humor. 
The padre frowned and looked hard at the 

patrolman. He blinked. Newsome knew he 
would. 

“I can spare her ten dollars,” the padre said 
at last. 

“Not enough.” The padre paced the room. 
He was sweating again. He had no problem 
dealing with the devil. But Buck Newsome 
frightened him. God may have been the judge. 
But Newsome was the law. God only con-
demned mankind. Buck Newsome carried a 
gun. 

“How much is enough?” he asked. 
“If I’m not sorely mistaken,” Newsome 

said, “it’ll take about a hundred to keep them 
bed and get them back to their village.” From 
his safe, the padre hesitantly and gingerly re-
moved a cigar box filled with hundred-dollar 
bills. Newsome pried one of the bills loose and 
handed it to the old woman. 

A tear touched her eye. 
She was rich. 
Maybe not forever. 
But for a day, she was rich. 
Newsome turned to the padre and said, 

“May the good lord take a liking to you. I don’t.” 
Late that afternoon, he loaded the old 

woman and the boy in his pickup truck, car-
ried them down to the bridge at Hidalgo, and 
pointed them south toward home. A bus would 
pick them up before sundown.

Newsome thought for a moment he saw 
her smile. But maybe he was sorely mistaken. 
Maybe it was only indigestion. That happened 
sometime when a full belly had never been full 
before.

Mistaken
By BOB WEIR

Mistaken for a burglar?
It was about 2 a.m. on a chilly night in 

the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. 
While on radio car patrol, my partner and I 
were notified that an anonymous caller heard 
unusual sounds at a hardware store that had 
been closed for several hours. Since we couldn’t 
find a break in front, we checked the hallway of 
the building next door, finding a window that 
accessed the rear yard. I climbed onto a narrow 
ledge and inched my way toward the grimy-
looking rear window of the store. My partner 

kept an eye on me as I approached the iron bars 
that had been bent wide enough apart to allow 
someone to squeeze through. There was no 
way of knowing whether the burglar was still 
inside and a quick records check from the sta-
tion house told us that the owner lived about 
an hour away. I carefully placed a leg through 
the bars, trying to find a solid place to hold my 
weight as I pushed the rest of me inside the 
darkened enclosure.

With one leg stationed on a firm object, I 
gingerly added the rest of my 180 pounds to 
the unseen platform. While continuing to hold 
onto the bars and trying to adjust my eyes to 
the blackness, the ground suddenly gave way 
and I was sent crashing against a nearby wall. 
I stumbled in the darkness until I regained 
some balance. “Bob; are you okay?” my partner 
yelled from the hallway window, about 20 feet 
away. I drew my service revolver before turning 
on the flashlight. When the 6 by 8 foot space 
materialized I saw the remains of a toilet bowl 
that had been crushed under the strain of my 
weight. “I’m okay,” I called back. “Stay there un-
til I check it out.” I pulled open the door that led 
to a narrow aisle in the rear of the store. When 
I looked to my left I saw the front door fac-
ing the street; to my right was a wall about 10 
feet away. In front of me was a curtain that ap-
peared to be concealing a small room. Suddenly, 
the curtain began to move as if someone was 
pushing against it. “Who’s there?” a voice from 
inside the curtained area said. “The police,” I re-
sponded, “come out of there!” The curtain was 
moved aside and a short, muscular man stepped 
out of a small bed as he rubbed his eyes. He 
was wearing a tank top t-shirt and boxer-type 
under shorts. “What’s the matter, officer,” he 
said innocently. “That’s what I want you to tell 
me,” I replied, keeping the gun pointed at him. 

http://www.thewriterscollection.com/author/bob-weir/
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“What are you doing here?” I said sternly. “Of-
ficer, I’m assigned here by the owner to watch 
the place when it’s closed,” he countered, inching 
toward me. “Stay right there!” I demanded, back-
ing up slightly. “Officer you got it all wrong,” he 
persisted. “I’m here to keep the place from being 
robbed.” “Yeah, and the owner locks you in here 
and locks the front gate too, I suppose,” I said 
incredulously. “Yes, officer, that’s the truth. He 
opens in the morning, pays me for the night and 
I leave,” he said, eyeing the weapon in my hand.

I forced him at gunpoint to the front of 
the store where my partner was peeking at us 

through the window. “Lie down and put your 
hands behind your back,” I ordered. “Officer, 
you’re making a big mistake,” he said indignantly, 
as he looked toward my partner, then back at me. 
“You have no right to treat me this way and I’m 
going to sue you.” He had a look of desperation 
that made his thick biceps appear even more 
formidable. “I suppose you didn’t have much 
trouble bending those bars,” I said, putting a 
few more steps between us. “But muscles don’t 
make you bulletproof, so I suggest that you hit 
the deck.” After a few more prowl cars pulled up 
outside with their roof lights spinning, my recal-

citrant prisoner finally decided to take a prone 
position. Yet, he continued to assure me that I 
was mistaken about him being a burglar and it 
would all be cleared up when the owner arrived. 
Not wanting to be grabbed by those powerful 
arms, I didn’t bother cuffing him, but just kept 
him in my sights until the door was ultimately 
opened by the proprietor. It wasn’t until the room 
was flooded with cops and a grateful owner that 
the garrulous interloper ended his, “my rights are 
being violated” shtick. It was just another lesson 
learned; never let your guard down, because the 
criminal mind is very cunning and will say and 

do anything to escape.
A different topic is addressed weekly on www.
TheWritersCollection.com. Each participant author, 
as well, as guest bloggers, are encouraged to write on 
the chosen topic. The intriguing aspect of each of their 
efforts is that by infusing their specific mood and / or 
genre, we can better appreciate the complexity, fri-
volity, or seriousness of the issue they are challenged to 
distill for all our readers to celebrate, critique, or be 
cajoled to delve in the joy of writing.

BOOKS

By ALLAN LUKS
Myron’s campaign for City 

Council emphasized how se-
niors especially appreciate the 
importance of bringing people 
closer together, and that senior 
candidates would work toward 
this goal. But with his election 
loss, reporters ask if he will run 

again and would he concentrate on the same large 
message or focus instead on local issues, as his op-
ponent did.

To discuss whether to try again, Myron, and 
his closest friends, meet this morning in a small 
diner, where more than three years ago, they de-
cided to do The Retired Person’s Dating Film, to 
help lonely seniors go out and meet other people.

Myron and his six friends are at a large round 
table in the back of the diner, which isn’t busy at 
10 a.m. Most sit slouched, as if silently agreeing 
that they deserve to rest after the just completed 
campaign.

“I’m willing to announce I’ll run again if you, 
my closest advisors, aren’t too tired,” Myron says. 
“And if we feel comfortable with what our cam-
paign stood for.”

Myron holds a cup of coffee, as if to further 
make sure his friends feel relaxed, that he’s not 
pressing them.

“To be true to ourselves,” says Bob, “we have 
to have the strength for another run. To keep at-
tention on our message.”

“Bob,” his wife, Joan says, “tell everyone about 
both of us perhaps directing the commercials.”

“Honestly, that’s not why I’m pushing,” says 
Bob. “You tell.”

Joan pauses. “Two advertising agencies, 
which knew Bob and me when we worked, con-
tacted us about possibly directing commercials 
using seniors as spokespersons because of the in-
creased public awareness of the need of seniors to 
be honest. Some of this awareness has come from 
our group’s efforts. Obviously, the agencies, if they 
select us, would get publicity from our being part 
of Myron’s run for City Council—“

“Myron, you know I don’t want you to keep 
the campaign going in order for Joan and me be 
picked to do these spots,” says Bob.

Myron nods. “I appreciate that.”
“Steven interrupts, “A few weeks ago I spoke 

at a social workers meeting about how our cam-
paign has affected my thinking. I told them I 
better appreciate the importance, but also the 

difficulty, of getting people together to talk about 
public problems and recognize their connection 
to these issues and each other. Our campaign’s 
Talk Centers are a wonderful model, but their at-
tendance is still low. And I also realize social work 
organizations are like people. Charities just worry 
about all the disadvantaged they already help un-
der their roof. They don’t see how they have time 
to advocate for breakthrough efforts in helping 
others.

“Two young social workers challenged me 
for even bringing up this thinking. They said I’d 
forgotten how hard it was just to keep up with all 
they were doing now. To even talk about some-
thing that couldn’t realistically happen—that 
wasn’t an honest idea.”

“They’re dishonest in calling our insights dis-
honest,” says Bob. “That’s why we have to try to 
keep the public focused on our goals. We have to 
have the strength for another campaign.”

Mimi suddenly stands. “It’s my husband’s 
decision whether to run again. But the Se-
nior Women’s Marches, which our campaign 
launched, are now in several cities, calling on 
people to meet, talk about public problems, and 
use their example to force politicians to cooperate. 
Steven’s right, attendance at the Talk Centers is 
still small. But if our campaign ends, the spotlight 
on us dims, then perhaps many marches and Talk 
Centers will stop completely.

“When the marches started, we discussed 

why women live longer than men. Maybe women 
have different genes that let them experience less 
illness, or have more friends and so less stress, 
which also produces better health. Genes exist 
to benefit the individual and create a society that 
protects the individual. So with the attention now 
on seniors, especially senior women, maybe soci-
ety is ready to change from ideas and feelings that 
seniors can offer.

“Myron, if you have the strength for another 
campaign, so do I,” says Mimi, as she walks to My-
ron’s chair, leans over and kisses the top of his head.

Five other “yes’s” are heard from around the 
table, and the friends shake hands, hug.

“Then I will,” says Myron. “But all your con-
fident talk about the truthfulness of our campaign. 
That our campaign brings out what’s important. I 
still wonder: Is continuing to tell people that they 
need to become closer, a campaign that voters 
honestly want?”
Send me you experiences: This column tells the story of 
four retired couples, who want to show that seniors are 
vital and discover that they also can offer new leader-
ship to society. Each column is based on conversations 
I’ve had with seniors and non-seniors. I’ve heard from 
many of you, and encourage other readers to contact me 
with their related experiences so I can include them in 
the remaining columns about the retired’s story as they 
(try to) strike back. Direct email to allan@allanluks.
com. 

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back
Chapter 47 – an Honest Decision

By BOB MARRONE
In all of sports, nothing can com-
pare to the feeling of scoring a 
goal in a serious hockey game. You 
might not believe this, but more 
than one player has expressed that 
it is as good, or better, than sex. As 
for me, I will take the fifth. I have 
never really tried to analyze it, but 

I will try to do so now.
In addition to the normal competitive 

achievement of racking up a scoring “point,” there 
is the matter of overcoming serious obstacles. 
First, it is hard enough to control a puck at the 
other end of a four foot, or longer, wooden stick, 
while on skates. Throw in that there are five guys 

on the other side who are trying to get in your 
way, have a vested interest in hurting you and 
who make it very clear through their words and 
actions that they are intent on doing so. Add that 
the sixth guy, who is dressed with enough padding 
and blocking equipment so as to look like a cross 
between the Michelin Man and a garage door… 
but who also possesses the quickness of a cat…
whose sense of manhood is tied to stopping you 
from getting the puck past him. It is very hard. 
Moreover, scoring a goal releases the buildup of 
competitive and flight or fight tension that is the 
fuel of an average hockey player. When you score, 
especially against the best and the toughest, it is 
the ultimate conquest.

Under the guidance of my new life mentor, 

father figure and coach, I blossomed into the best 
goal scorer on a man’s team in the top and mean-
est amateur league around. I was only sixteen years 
old. In my first year of organized hockey I led my 
team in scoring. For a kid that had been behind 
the eight ball, athletically, and not particularly 
tough this was better than any dream come true. 
But there was a cost.

The first fight I was part was otherworldly for 
me. One of my teammates engaged in a simple 
toe-to-toe scrap that he soon lost. As the other 
player fell on top of him players from both sides 
went in to break it up, or so I thought. It was 
before the third man in rule (enacted to prevent 
wholesale brawls, whereby even the third player 
entering a fight, even to break it up is thrown out 

of the game), though, and the unwritten rule, of-
ten, was that the team winning the fight kept ev-
eryone else out, and the guys from the losers side 
tried to stop it.

As I approached the scrum I felt a loud thud 
to the side of my then helmetless head, which 
seems to make more noise than it did pain. At 
the exact same time, my body was slammed un-
controllably from my right. I flew to my left like 
a ragdoll, the left side of my head slamming into 
poll that held up the chicken wire fence around 
the rink. It made a loud pong, as I recoiled back-
wards onto the deck. The guy who ran me into 
the fence jumped on me and started to punch me 
more, swinging wildly, as I tried to cover up.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road Through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter 34 – The Past as Prologue
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A young boy growing up in Iran, Mohammad 
Razani was fascinated with space travel and its 
potential to benefit humans. His passion has 
shaped his career and his scholarship, inspiring the 
publication of his new book, “Information, Com-
munication, and Space Technology” (CRC Press, 
2012).

His new book breaks ground in a previously 
unexplored area -- the juncture of information 
communications technology (ICT) and space 
technology. No single book until now has focused 
on the integration of these two areas, its impact 
on human life, and the implications for our future, 
according to Razani, who is chairperson of the 
Department of Electrical and Telecommunica-
tions Engineering Technology at New York City 
College of Technology (City Tech) of The City 
University of New York.

Not a textbook, “Information, Communica-
tion, and Space Technology” is useful for students, 
professionals and anyone eager to know about 
existing and emerging trends in ICT and space 
technology. The book also reveals some surpris-
ing applications of the combined forces of ICT 
and space technology in education, government, 
healthcare, the environment, commerce, agricul-
ture and employment. Developments in space 
technology also enable advances in navigation and 
nanotechnology. Says Razani, “In pharmaceutical 
sciences and medicine, for example, space-based 
research has helped develop new cancer treatment 
drugs.”

The author’s rare combination of expertise 
provides his unique perspective. Razani, who 
grew up in Tehran and now lives in Yonkers, 
has over three decades of research and hands-on 
experience in electrical engineering, telecommu-
nications, satellite communications, microwave 
remote sensing and ICT, and is a founding mem-
ber of City Tech’s recently established Center for 
Remote Sensing and Earth System Sciences.

For more than 12 years, Razani was vice 
chairman of several study groups at the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union (ITU), the 
United Nations specialized agency which coor-

dinates shared global use of the radio spectrum, 
promotes international cooperation in assigning 
satellite orbits, works to improve telecommuni-
cation infrastructure in developing countries and 
establishes worldwide standards.

He also formerly managed the Satellite 
Communications Department of the Telecom-
munication Company in Iran. Previously, while 
teaching in the graduate electrical engineering 
program at Amir Kabir Technical University in 
Tehran, he also was CEO of Satellite Equip-
ment Production and Services (SEPAS), which 
provided design and installation of satellite dish 
antennas. (“Sepas” in Persian means “thank you.”)

Yet Razani’s initial attraction to the idea 
of space travel was inspired by a tenth-century 
Persian poet. “I first became interested in space 
through a story by Hakim Ferdowsi about Kai 
Kawus, an ancient Persian king,” says Razani. “He 
wanted to invade heaven with a flying craft.”

Where the king failed, NASA succeeded. Its 
research laboratories have generated such ideas as 
“rocketless” spacecraft launches and a global en-
ergy distribution system using satellites to collect 
solar energy, then transmit it to different locations 
worldwide through microwave beams.

Razani’s book discusses that agency’s future 
plans for space-based action in robotics, telerobot-
ics and systems for life support, habitation, sensing 
and thermal management.

“Space technology creates a stronger plat-

form for scientific advancements,” explains Ra-
zani, “including some research that cannot be 
performed on Earth. The International Space 
Station provides an environment that facilitates 
research and experiments in medicine, biology, 
engineering, material science, fundamental phys-
ics, firefighting, climate, automobile fuel efficiency 
and other fields.”

Though many applications of space technol-

ogy already are in use by the general population, 
such as weather forecasting, telemedicine, distance 
education and location finding through Global 
Positioning Satellite (GPS) systems, Information, 
Communication, and Space Technology gives a 
window into seemingly unlimited possibilities for 
improving life on Earth.

Finally, the players and referee sorted it all out. 
As for me, I had a lump on either side of my head, 
and vague sense of dread about this sport I loved. 
I also felt good. To be in a fight, win or lose, unless 
of course you got really hurt, was something to be 
proud of in Brooklyn in 1966. As I think about it, 
though, I was proud of the “notion’ that I had been 
in a brawl. But I was frightened by it, a reality that 
I dare never admitted and that made me, at times, 
hate that part of myself. What a conundrum? 
Here I was the best player on the team, but inside 
a mild mannered Clark Kent who obsessed about 
being tough enough.

What you read about contact sports is true. 
Once you get hit the first time, you are no longer 
nervous or afraid. And at 140 pounds and barely 
five foot seven, I got hit often. I did not mind that 

part of the game, unless a match deteriorated into 
a gang fight on skates. As a “skill” player, these 
games were not always my best moments. Some-
times I was totally into it and motivated to beat 
the other team. At other times I wished I were on 
another planet.

It bothered me that I was not like what I 
thought the other players were. I felt like a phony 
and a fraud. I loved being good and I loved the 
game, but I did not yet have the kind of fearless-
ness and street toughness of most of these other. I 
had not reconciled who I was to this beautiful, if 
violent sport; that would come many years later. 
What I did have was a talent and head for the 
game. Fortunately, these assets carried the day, and 
I was fortified by the confidence and braggadocio 
of my coach.

Over those first few years I played well and 

received the bumps, broken noses and bruises 
associated with the sport. I also endured or wit-
nessed some horrific incidents of violence. One 
time a team we had beaten regularly decided to 
get even by simply attacking us while they were 
still on feet.

There was no one to help us or stop it, and we 
were badly beaten up. Worse still we were humili-
ated and scared. Another time I had my mouth 
smashed with a baseball bat like swing by the stick 
of a defenseman with whom I had an ongoing 
feud. I once saw a player on another team get all 
of his teeth kicked out courtesy of the same team 
that jumped us on feet. Though it all I survived 
and even prospered, but I also felt inadequate to 
the toughness required.

Hockey was my life and my identity.
About seven years into my hockey life, on an 

unusually warm fall day, it all changed. It was the 
first game of the season and the puck shot into the 

corner. As I had done a thousand of times before, 
I scampered to the puck beating the opposing 
defenseman. I turned, as I always had, to let him 
make the first move to either body check me, or 
reach for the puck. I expected, as always, to react 
to him and zip around his futile attempt. Noth-
ing, absolutely nothing happened. It was as if my 
talent for holding the puck and reacting had van-
ished. I could not even remember what it felt like.

And so it was, that my offensive numbers 
dropped, year over year, from 11 goals and 18 as-
sists, in 18 games, to 1 goal and 4 assists, in the 
same period. My hands were gone. This rapid 
decline opened the door to ridicule, rejection, and 
self hate, the likes of which I had never felt before, 
or so I thought.
Bob Marrone is the host of the Good Morning West-
chester with Bob Marrone, heard from Monday to 
Friday, from 6 – 8:30 a.m., on WVOX-1460 AM.

Continued on page 18
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Mixed-Up Bag
By JOHN SIMON

The Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play Clybourne Park has moved 
to Broadway. I didn’t care for 
it Off Broadway, and it hasn’t 
changed since. But Broadway 
confers a certain dubious luster, 
like a set of expensive clothes on 

a nondescript individual.
The play by Bruce Norris is not totally with-

out interest. He can write funny lines, sometimes 
even funny sequences. The title designates a fic-
tional Chicago white neighborhood to which 
black characters from Lorraine Hansberry’s A 
Raisin in the Sun have moved. The basic idea is 
that in 1959 (Act One) whites resent blacks mov-
ing in, whereas in 2009, in the same house, blacks 
resent whites taking over.

Norris depends too much on a number of 
tricks. Thus in 1959 people are discussing unusual 
nomeclature for geographical locations—Naples 
and Neapolitan, Moscow and Muscovite, etc.—
whereas in 2009, the discussion, equally otiose, is 
about what are the capitals of distant countries. 
Other tricks: people leaving a sentence, or just a 
word, unfinished; people stutteringly repeating a 
simple word several times. Sometimes two speak-
ers bat a word back and forth; always there is one 
knowledgeable person and one ignorant one per-
sistent in ignorance. Or someone mouths racist 
platitudes in the presence of blacks, over the pro-
tests of a more enlightened character. Or a racist 
joke is repeated at the wrong time. The play feels 
like a succession of such prefabricated devices suc-
cessively pulled out of a trunk.

Apropos trunk, another problem. In Act 
One, a footlocker containing a war veteran son’s 
farewell suicide note to his parents is buried by the 

father in the back yard. In Act Two, workers in the 
yard unearth the footlocker, and one of them is 
reading the note. But why was it buried in the yard 
in the first place? And why do we never hear more 
of it than “Dear Mom and Dad”?

 Norris’s play is almost a sequel to Hansberry’s, 
which delights reviewers given a chance to display 
their savvy parallels. The cast of seven, headed by 
Frank Wood, Jeremy Shamos and Annie Parisse, 
does well under Pam MacKinnon’s direction on 
Daniel Ostling’s idiomatic set, but I find sequels 
almost always labored. As a former full-time and 
still part-time actor, Norris writes good parts for 
actors, and, being a conspicuous liberal, appeals 
for extratheatrical reasons to critics and audiences. 
But the play remains schematic and predictable.

Do you know what “camp” means? It is, 
onstage or off, a hypertheatrical, affected exag-
geration, effete or even effeminate, frequently 
involving men in drag. It was invented by homo-
sexuals by way of indulging a taste for flamboy-
ance, but leavening it with humor, which is a 
beleaguered minority’s way of ingratiating itself to 
an unsympathetic majority.

There is both sophisticated high camp (e.g., 
Oscar Wilde) and cruder low camp (e.g., Charles 
Busch’s Vampire Lesbians of Sodom). It can also 
be self-consciously deliberate unintentionally 
lapsed into, and, either way, very funny. And now 
we have examples of both.

I have found little to like Off Broadway about 
Peter and the Starcatcher, a prequel (another 
questionable genre) to James M. Barrie’s beloved 
Peter Pan. Now on Broadway, it is based on a chil-
dren’s novel, which may be less campy than the 
semi-musical play derived from it by Rick Elice. 
The stage production, co-directed by Roger Rees 
and Alex Timbers, seems campier even than the 
script, reveling in both reductio ad absurdum and 
overstatement.

We get such things as two ships, one fast 

and one slow, headed for the same exotic island; 
intrigue around two identical trunks with very 
different contents; an adventurous English lord 
and his savvy 13-year-old daughter, Molly; her 
governess, Mrs. Bumbrake, played by a flagrant 
male; comic pirates and a funny shipwreck; a male 
chorus impersonating mermaids.

Also three captive orphans (one merely 
known as Boy) destined for the island’s comic ty-
rant as crocodile fodder; a caricature of a ferocious 
pirate chief, Black Stache; and one brutal British 
tar ludicrously enamored of Mrs. Bumbrake. All 
this and more with just passable songs by Wayne 
Barker, and some clever movement (i.e., embry-
onic choreography) by Steven Hoggert. The best 
acting (and acrobatics) comes from Christian 

Borle as Black Stache; the weakest and most 
charmless, from Adam Chanler-Berat as Boy, 
who turns into a highly unlikely Peter Pan.

 In Masks Outrageous and Austere, Tennes-
see Williams’s last full-length play, over which he 
toiled for several years up to his death, has been, 
expensively but expendably, mounted. I feel as if 
I had been to a different last Williams play every 
few years, and can only hope that this one is truly 
the lastest. His late plays have all been desperate 
gropings by an exhausted, drug-addled mind, 
and this one is no exception. It is, moreover, full 
of fuzzy echoes of earlier stuff, most egregiously 
The Milk Train Doesn’t Stop Her Anymore, 
Suddenly Last Summer, and Sweet Bird of Youth.

We get a 60 plus billionaire widow, Babe, 
who has bought herself a young husband, Billy. 
He, in turn, has acquired a young chap, Jerry, who 
may be a Harvard student, to carry on with. All 
have been mysteriously transported and confined 
to an unknown oceanside location, with a wa-
terside porch as the scene, though the aisles and 
some transparencies behind the porch or high 
above the sides also figure.

There is a sinister trio of black-clad, body-
miked, sun-glassed, near-identical armed men 
dictating much of the action; they are known as 
the Gideonites and seem to belong to a shadowy 
but powerful corporation as its watchdogs. There 
is also a campy Mrs. Gorse-Bracken, who claims 
to live in a neighboring house that is, however, 
invisible. She sings operatic snatches, and leads 
on a leash an idiot boy, who can only masturbate 
and say “Coo.” A creepy black giant, Mac, also 
appears and merely growls; with him is a midget 
known as the Interpreter, though he interprets 
nothing. There is, further, Babe’s rebarbative 
maid, Peg, now having an affair with Joey, a me-
chanic at the highway garage, both highway and 

Continued on page 19

By GAIL FARRELLY
It’s a Reality Show. Its name, you ask? The Three 

Watsons, of course!
Early reports say that the three 
celebs are having a difficult 
time getting along with each 
other. No problem, experts say, 
as controversy fuels Reality TV. 
But maybe not this much con-
troversy.

Golf champ Bubba Watson, winner of the 
2012 Masters Tournament, refuses to take off 
his green jacket. Apparently he even wears it to 
bed, and it’s become quite wrinkled. In addition, 
he wants to spend most of the day practicing his 
long drives, instead of working on the show. He’s 
already hit his costars and many staff members on 
the noggin with wayward golf balls and thinks a 
brief mea culpa will set things right. Word is that 
several injured workers plan to sue and/or apply 

for workers’ compensation benefits.
Dr. Watson runs around the set with a mag-

nifying glass, constantly looking for “clues.” He 
won’t do anything at all without first seeking 
advice from his mentor, Sherlock Holmes. Since 
Holmes is in London, and the show is filmed in 
NY, it’s constant telephoning, emailing, and tex-
ting. Oy!

IBM Computer Watson, who claims he 
holds all the world’s knowledge on his hard drive, 

listens to all the conversations on the set, does an 
instantaneous fact check on them, and corrects 
anybody who makes an error about any fact at all, 
no matter how minor. Obnoxious!

“What a trio,” a production assistant whined. 
“The Three Watsons? Fuhgeddaboutit! The Three 
Stooges is more like it.”
Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Authors: 
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/ on the In-
ternet.

 THE SPOOF

Bubba Watson, Dr. Watson, and IBM Computer Watson Star in New TV Show

Christina Kirk and Frank Wood.

Damon Gupton and Crystal A. Dickinson.

 EYE ON  THEATRE

Dr. Razani joined the City Tech faculty in 
2001. Currently, he teaches a course titled “Satellite 
Transmission,” in addition to performing the du-
ties of chairperson of his department. He also is the 
author of a Farsi (Persian) language book, “Satellite 
Communications: Principles and Applications.”

New York City College of Technology (City Tech) of 
The City University of New York (CUNY) is the 
largest public college of technology in New York State. 
Located at 300 Jay Street in Downtown Brooklyn, 
the College enrolls more than 16,000 students in 62 
baccalaureate, associate and specialized certificate pro-
grams.

BOOKS

YONKERS, NY—The next meeting 
of the Riverfront Book Club will be 
Wednesday, May 2nd at 1:00 pm in the 
Yonkers Room, 4th floor. Join Librarian 
Jody Maier in a discussion of Prayers for Sale by 
Sandra Dallas.

Riverfront Library, located at One 
Larkin Center, is handicapped acces-
sible. Parking is available in the nearby 
Buena Vista Parking Garage. For more 

information, contact Jody Maier, at 914-337-
1500, ext. 492.

YPL’s Riverfront Book Club May MeetingContinued from page 17
Mohammed Razani’s Book Focuses on Where Earth and Space Technologies Meet

http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
http://www.farrellysistersonline.com/
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garage also invisible.
Out of these and some characters in video, we 

get a plot impossible to follow, and language more 
convoluted but as prosaic as a Sears Roebuck cata-
logue. David Schweizer, who adapted this farrago, 
also directed, but has not managed to make sense 
of the proceedings, which come across as uninten-

tional camp.
The character of Babe, a pathetic despot who 

lives on drugs, booze and fantasies, is, of course, 
the aged playwright thrashing about, and could 
perhaps be made mildly interesting by a grander 
actress than Shirley Knight. The rest, some better 
than others, should not be judged by their roles, 
ranging from rehash to rubbish. Williams de-
serves an R.I.P. that does not stand for Reviving 
Impossible Plays.
Production shots by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, 
film, literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson 
Review, New Leader, New Criterion, National 
Review,New York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. 
Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has taught at MIT, 
Harvard University, Bard College and Marymount 
Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.com

The cast of “Clybourne Park.”
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Continued from page 18

Mixed-Up Bag

GovernmentSection
By CARLOS GONZALEZ

ALBANY, NY -- The political 
debate over whether to legalize 
mixed martial arts is coming to 
a head in Albany, where concerns 
over “ultimate fighting,” as it is 
often known, may be lessoning.

The State Senate passed a 
bill on Wednesday, April 18, 2012, that would 
make New York the 46th state to allow the sport 
of mixed martial arts (MMA).

The passage was the third consecutive year 
that the Senate approved the sport. In the Assem-
bly, the measure has died each year in committee.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver this year 
has said that, even though he thinks the sport is 
violent and sets a bad example, it can already be 
seen on television in New York, so legalizing it 
could allow the state to influence the sport’s safety 
practices.

“We may be better off having strict regula-
tion,” said Mr. Silver.

Behind the scenes, members of the Demo-
cratic majority in the Assembly remains split over 
mixed martial arts.

Assemblyman Bob Reilly, a Democrat from 
the capital region who has been the chief oppo-
nent of legalizing mixed martial arts, is concerned 
the fighting is too barbaric.

“If the rules were changed and the violence 
were taken out, then I would find it acceptable, ” 
said Reilly.

But Mr. Reilly is retiring this year, along with 
a barrage of other highly influential members leav-
ing the Assembly, such as Majority Leader Ron 
Canastrari, and Assemblyman John J. McEneny, 
Chair of the Assembly Steering Committee. Op-

timism is increasing because the new chief spon-
sor of the bill, Assemblyman Joseph Morelle, a 
Monroe County Democrat, has brought in newer 
members who tend to be more open to the sport.

Locally, and when asked if she was in favor 
of MMA in New York, Assemblywoman Shelley 
Mayer (D-Yonkers) remains open-minded.

“I’m open to a discussion on it,” said Mayer.
Her comment is not a Mayer endorsement, 

as it shouldn’t be at this point. However, she is 
a new member to the Assembly and it does 
demonstrate a growing culture of newly elected 
officials willing to comprehensively examine leg-
islation before developing a wall of resistance.

It should also be noted that Mayer does come 
to the table with a bit of experience on the MMA 
bill, since she served for years as general counsel 
and advising Senate Democrats.

As of today, the lobbying continues. Zuffa, the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship’s (U.F.C.) par-
ent company, has made nearly $270,000 in contri-
butions to New York lawmakers over the past four 
years, and spent over $2 million on lobbying over 
the past five years. Zuffa has donated $92,800 to 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, $5,500 to Mr. Morelle; 
and $3,000 to Senator Joseph A. Griffo, a Repub-
lican from Utica who sponsored the Senate bill. It 
also has contributed tens of thousands of dollars to 
the state’s Democratic committee.

So what’s the strength behind the opposi-
tion?

Unions.
For years, a well-financed union known as 

Culinary Workers Union in Las Vegas has been 
locked in a bitter feud with Zuffa’s owners, the 
brothers Lorenzo J. Fertitta and Frank J. Fertitta 
III, because they run a chain of non-unionized 
hotels in Las Vegas.

The UFC contends that the Culinary Work-
ers Union is working in collaboration with the 
New York unions to stymie efforts.

Last year, the Hotel and Motel Trades Coun-
cil sent a opposing memorandum on the MMA 
bill stating the U.F.C. created a monopoly and 
penned “abusive contract terms with fighters.”

In Albany, nothing is more gratifying to op-
position forces who are able to kill a bill in com-
mittee. Truth is, I’m not sure on what’s more 
violent; the sport of MMA, or politics.

However, forget the growing fan base, forget 

the economic opportunities, ticket sales, tourism, 
direct and indirect jobs created from a rising sport. 
Mixed martial arts is legal in 45 states, and as far as 
the Assembly is concerned fans, jobs, and revenue 
can go elsewhere.

Before you weigh an opinion, just remember 
that in New York, amateur matches are allowed 
but not professional matches.

Makes sense? No.
And this is coming from a person like myself 

who is not a fan of the sport, and would probably 
never attend a venue. It doesn’t mean that New 
York should be closed for business.
Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The Albany 
Correspondent, by directing email to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

 THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT
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Savoring Spring
By MARY C. MARVIN

I thought I would take a week 
off from discussing our 2012-
2013 budget deliberations 
because it is frankly grim and 
instead highlight the many, 
many positive things going on 
in the Village as we savor this 
beautiful Spring.

Our library, recently a source of turmoil, is 
now humming thanks to the yeoman efforts of 
our Library Board and the able stewardship of 
our Interim Director, Linda Smith-Shearer. The 
search committee is working hard to have a per-
manent director on board by June. The pool of ap-
plicants is impressive, bountiful and experienced 
as many, many people desire to work in Bronxville.

The Village Chamber of Commerce also re-
cently experienced a change in leadership. Peggy 
Conway, Cornell grad and mother of four has 
stepped down as Executive Director and Susan 
Miele of nearby Chester Heights has taken the 
helm. Peggy’s tenure was distinguished by her 
energy, her personal connection with our mer-
chants and her unfailing advocacy for the business 
district at Village Hall. Susan Miele is already at 
work having met with Chamber officials and 
community members at a “Meet and Greet” in 
late March. Susan’s official first day on the job was 
April 2nd and we wish her much success during 
these challenging times.

Our Planning Board Chairman, Donald 
Henderson, is stepping down as he is moving out 
of the Village. Don was an extremely able Chair-
man known for his calm demeanor and ability to 
bring consensus to very complex issues. We thank 
him for his 15 plus years of impeccable service to 
our Village. We are greatly indebted to Planning 
Board member Eric Blessing for agreeing to take 
on the Chairmanship role.

Our Memorial Day parade planning is al-
ready underway. Our Grand Marshal this year 
will be WWII veteran and former POW George 
Palmer. We have also endeavored to foster a great-
er veteran emphasis at our annual event. To that 
end, we have been working closely with our Town 
veterans’ organizations.

As you walk or drive around the Village, 
you may have noticed the sandwich board signs 
encouraging folks to sign up for our Village e-
alert messaging system. The brainchild of former 
Trustee Bill Barton, the temporary signs have 
yielded tremendous results. Between March 1st 

and April 14th, 61 new e-alert subscribers joined 
our system, 26 of whom signed up just last week 
and another 13 enrolled over the weekend. We 
now have 1,915 e-mail addresses receiving real 
time messages from Village Hall. The signs 
will soon be moved to various other locations 
throughout the Village to ensure full coverage. 
You can also subscribe to the e-alert service by 
going to the Village website at www.villageof-
bronxville.com

In reviewing the Village budget, we realized 
that our two recreational venues of tennis and 

paddle operated at a combined $27,000 deficit, 
which is a significant shortfall. Going forward, 
we will be obliged to ensure that those using our 
courts have purchased the necessary permits as it 
appears use does not match permit sales. Other-
wise, in order to make these activities even close to 
self-sustaining, permit fees will need to be raised 
appreciably. I welcome resident feedback with 
suggestions relating to the operation of our rec-
reation programs.

A call from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency this past week brought us yet a step 
closer to the Phase I flood mitigation funding for 
the engineering and design phase of our pending 
grant application. If we receive this Federal grant, 
it has an unprecedented 75% Federal match for 
every dollar spent. This is a truly collaborative 
endeavor with our school officials as we work 
hand-in-hand to secure these monies. The proj-
ect includes the construction of water detention 
tanks, automated pumps and storm water piping 
between the school grounds and the Bronx River. 
The project continues to receive scrutiny and fine 
tuning from a number of eyes including State and 
Federal professionals and School and Village en-
gineers.

The Sagamore Park refurbishment is under-
way. Sadly, in order to construct the handicap ac-
cessible pathway, several trees had to be removed. 
Though not in good health, nonetheless, we tried 
very hard to avoid their removal. We will be re-
planting in the area in June. We expect the park 
renovation to be completed by Memorial Day.

In just a few weeks, our police department 

will have a second License Plate Reader (LPR) 
functioning on a second patrol car. The plate read-
er has not only generated funds for the Village, 
but most importantly, it is an anti-crime tool as it 
alerts our police officers to the presence of vehicles 
in our community that may have been involved in 
criminal activity. The system has also been instru-
mental in apprehending wanted criminals.

Our Avalon commuter parking lot is now 
open for free public parking every Saturday and 
Sunday from 7AM until 3AM for the conve-
nience of our residents and shoppers. Our hope is 
that our west side restaurants will benefit from the 
added availability. We plan to open the lot for free 
parking from 7PM to 10PM on weeknights once 
appropriate signage has been secured and posted.

Please make note of an important change of 
date. The Eastchester Board of Fire Commission-
ers will be meeting at Bronxville Village Hall on 
April 24th at 7PM, not on April 19th as previously 
reported. The Fire District’s budget is actually 
more than that of Village government, a compel-
ling reason to become educated as to how a sizable 
portion of your tax dollars are spent.

Finally, so much of the beauty you see in the 
Village public spaces this spring is thanks to a very 
active, generous, and engaged Bronxville Beautifi-
cation Council. Their gift of time, labor and funds 
is so appreciated.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have a suggestion or 
comment, consider directing your perspective by email 
to: mayor@vobny.com. 
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CAMPAIGN TRAIL

The Announcement Speech
By DIANE DiDONATO ROTH
A hundred years ago in the foothills of Frosinone, 
Italy, a dream began with the humble hopes of Ju-
lian and Eugenia DiDonato. Their dream was to 
one day raise a family in a country with inherited 
God given freedoms… A community instilled 
with faith, family values, and a sense of purpose… 
and to follow a promise that with hard work, de-
termination and personal responsibility, there was 
no dream their children and grandchildren could 
not realize.

That country is America; that community is 
Westchester, and that dream is being realized to-
day as I announce my candidacy for the New York 
State Senate.

Three generations later, the story of my fam-
ily, like yours, is truly an American story… But 
even more, it is truly a Westchester story… A 
story of faith, family and friends… As a life-long 
resident of Westchester, I grew up in Pelham, as 
the youngest daughter of Anthony and JoAnne 
DiDonato, attended St. Catherine’s Grammar 
School, Maria Regina High School and received 
a degree from Iona College.

Today I sit as an elected member of the 
Town Board in North Castle, which covers North 
White Plains, Armonk and Banksville... North 
Castle is my home, where I live with my Husband 
Tom, my daughter Holly and son Tommy… My 

Mom JoAnne, (who’s here today) currently lives 
in Rye Brook and my brother Julian DiDonato 
lives in Eastchester where he runs the youth soc-
cer program that touches over 15,000 families 
every year… Yes, my family’s story is truly a West-
chester story.

Which is why it saddens me to no end to 
travel around this district and see how the failed 
policies of recent years have had a crushing effect 
on our neighborhood’s and town squares, from 
Yonkers to Eastchester, Harrison, to Bedford and 
New Rochelle to Mamaroneck… There are far 
too many signs that read: “For Sale” or “For Rent” 
– and not enough signs that say “Help Wanted.” 
Even worse, there are storefronts that don’t have 
any signs at all, because they are completely bor-
dered-up… More than I can remember in my life.

Here in Westchester, we live in one of the 
most heavily-taxed and expensive places in the 
country…Jobs are lost… Innovation is stifled… 
and hard working families and businesses gave up 
on the area and simply move out.

I am running for State Senate because we can 
do better!... And we must!

I am running to End Albany’s Tax and 
Spend Insanity… Our children’s future depends 
on our ability to behave in Albany like we do 
around our kitchen table: spending less than we 
make and resist the urge to live off our credit cards.

I am running to Fight for Women and 
Working Moms… Right now, almost every ma-
jor decision that affects our State is made by the 
Governor, the Senate Leader, and the Speaker of 
the Assembly, all career politicians, all men. We 
must shatter that glass ceiling and make sure that 
working moms are heard on tax reduction, job 
creation, our children’s future and strengthening 
our fiscal footing.

And I run to Grow our Small Businesses… 
They are the backbone of our community… As 
a small businesswoman and local elected official 
I know personally how taxes and over regulation 
kills small businesses. The next wave of job cre-
ation can only come when government gets out 
of the way.

These are issues that affect my family, friends 
and constituents on a daily basis.

These are issues that (unlike my primary op-
ponent) I didn’t have to move into a new district 

to understand.
Before I get a chance to square off against 

Democrat George Latimer in the general election 
and discuss how out of touch his liberal views are 
with mainstream values of this community… I 
must first face “Scarsdale Bob Cohen” in a prima-
ry… Yep, he’s back… And this time, in a shameful 
act of political opportunism, he actually moved 
from his long-time hometown of Scarsdale, into 
the newly formed 37th district, not because of any 
great love of the people or the concern of the com-
munities, that I have lived in all my life, but rather 
for his own political ego and the gain of the special 
interests in Albany!

I was warned to stay out of this race… The 
“Old Boys Club” warned me… They said: “How 
can you compete with him? He already has the 
endorsements of too many county leaders”… I 
say: “I don’t want their endorsements!”… The only 
endorsements I want are from the people of this 
district… The people I grew up with!

They said to me: “But he lost the last election 
by only a narrow margin, don’t get in this race and 
shake things up for him”… Well, this is true. He 
did lose the last election by a narrow margin, but 
he lost… He’ll remind you that he received 49.5 
percent of the vote in the last election and that 
this is the voting base he’s working from in this 
election cycle… Well, let me tell you something… 
There is no such thing as the Cohen “voting 
base”!... It doesn’t exist!... Two years ago the anti-

Continued on page 21
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Suzi Oppenheimer vote existed, the anti- Liberal 
vote existed, but the “Cohen vote” is a complete 
mirage with a foundation built on sand… Two 
years ago any Republican would have gotten his 
percentage of the vote and a stronger candidate 
would have won.

They told me: “that he is the inevitable can-
didate for the Republicans and the most elect-
able.”… I say with my entry into this race and 

Cohen’s hometown of Scarsdale no longer a factor 
in this new district with new demographics, that 
he is not only not inevitable… Bob Cohen is not 
electable!

So as he travels around this district making 
empty promises and giving false hope about re-
forming Albany, I as the only elected official and 
true conservative in this primary, actually have a 
voting record to back up the talk!

I voted against every proposed property tax in-
crease and will continue to do so when I go to Albany!

I forced all town employees to contribute to 
their healthcare premiums.

I capped post-retirement benefits for town 
employees and demonstrated real fiscal restraint 
by eliminating costly fringe benefits to elected of-
ficials and part-time employees.

I declined to participate in the state pension 
plan and declined Town-provided health care, be-
cause we simply could not afford the costs.

I wish I could tell you about “Scarsdale Bob’s” 
voting record… But he doesn’t have one… He’s 
never been elected to anything and of all the can-
didates in this race I am the only one who knows 
firsthand how Albany’s policies impact local gov-

ernment.
While being a very nice man. Bob Cohen 

is the wrong man. The wrong candidate. In the 
wrong district.

He had his chance two years ago and the vot-
ers decided… It is now time for others with an 
authentic passion for community service and an 
iron will of conviction rooted in the Westchester 
values of faith, family and friends, to pick up the 
mantle of leadership and carry this party to vic-
tory in November, which I will do!... Send me to 
Albany so that together we can continue to fight 
for all our Westchester stories!

Thank You and God Bless You. 

CAMPAIGN TRAIL

The Announcement Speech

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LABOR

By PEGGY GODFREY
Was the unanimous 7-0 New 
Rochelle City Council vote on 
the Forest City Residential pro-
posal for Echo Bay a Hail Mary 
pass? While development in 
New Rochelle is not a football 
game, only the next nine months 

will tell whether all the needed information can be 
assembled. Forest City Residential’s new MOU 
(Memorandum of Understanding) was reduced 
from the originally proposed 18 months to nine 
months. During this time, the City will receive 
environmental and financial analysis from the 
developer, but possibly not the Final Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (DEIS). In the next 
month the City will request proposals for adaptive 
reuse of the Armory.

In the original plan, the Echo Bay site con-
sisted of approximately 18 to 20 acres with 700 
residential units and 100,000 square feet of retail 

and commercial. This was reduced to the approxi-
mately nine acres of the present Public Works 
Yard. Only 200-300 apartments and 25,000 to 
50,000 square feet of retail and commercial are 
now proposed. At this time, a change already 
made in the new proposal was an additional deck 
for parking to accommodate the retail projected.

Before the Council voted on April 17, 2012, 
Councilman Lou Trangucci stated he felt reduc-
ing the time frame of the MOU from the original 
18 months to nine months would give everyone 
the opportunity to know the costs of moving the 
City Yard, developing the Armory and the Echo 
Bay proposal at one time. Councilman Al Taran-
tino agreed and felt it would determine where the 
City is going, especially regarding the City Yard. 
He believes the nine month time frame will work 
well. Councilman Jared Rice asked about local 
hiring and Abe Naparstek claimed Forest City 
Residential would hire locally but also asked for a 
definition of local - was it State, New Rochelle or 
County? Councilman Ivar Hyden was concerned 
about the RFP (Request for Proposals) for the 
entire Armory. Councilwoman Shari Rackman 
clarified that there were two proposals: one, which 

included the Annex of the Armory, and another 
without the Annex in the Forest City Residen-
tial proposal. Naparstek clarified that in the “new 
plan” the Annex access was removed.

Mayor Noam Bramson expressed his plea-
sure with the Council’s unanimous vote and felt 
“New Rochelle is back in business” with this new 
plan. Naparstek was “ecstatic” with the new plan. 
However the need to move the City Yard is still 
considered a key element in this decision process 
since the City Council must vote for the bonding 
necessary to make a move to the proposed Beech-
wood Avenue site.

After the meeting, Councilman Albert Tar-
antino felt this new agreement gives the Council 
the opportunity to bring all the parts of this pro-
posal together simultaneously. It “allows us to go 
forward on the plan for the Armory, City Yard 
and Forest City Residential.” When all parts of 
the plan are in front of us at one time, the costs 
of the Forest City Residential proposal and what 
they are willing to pay for will be evident. The 
DEIS will also come back and all costs will be in 
front of us.

According to Bob Petrucci, “residents can’t un-

derstand how a project can first be proposed and 
now go down the road for an unknown number 
of years and still our mayor and his retinue have no 
idea how much money the city even ‘might’ make. 
The developer has an idea, no corporation would 
even let it out of the gate and yet this travesty rolls 
along. So we have questions. Why exactly and fi-
nancially does the mayor like this project, especially 
in such miserable economic times and years? No 
revenue numbers were ever provided. Before any-
thing else is done, we urge that the city tell residents 
how much money this plan will make for them and 
by when. If no one knows now, then why are they 
still pushing to do it?”

Ron Tocci, former State Assemblyman and 
Co-Chair of the Save Our Armory Commit-
tee, believes this new MOU was a “win-win for 
everybody. It will provide the information from 
the environmental impact statement (DEIS) that 
shows what the Forest City plan is all about and 
it gives an opportunity to anyone interested in de-
veloping the Armory to show what they can do 
with it.”
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former edu-
cator.

MOU Approved
Part of Plan for New Rochelle’s Echo Bay

By NANCY KING
The City of White Plains has 
declared an impasse with the 
firefighters union, sending any 
further negotiations to binding 
arbitration. According to Joe 
Carrier, president of the White 
Plains Firefighters Union, the 

union received a letter from Corporation Counsel 
John Callahan who had been handling the ne-
gotiations, advising they were at an impasse. The 
firefighters union believe that the catalyst for the 
breakdown in talks emanates from their request 
for an independent fiscal study. The purpose of 
such a study was to determine whether White 
Plains is in as serious financial straits as city ad-
ministration has claimed it to be. Union officials 
for the firefighters allege that they would have 
been willing to consider 0% raises and limited 

benefit contributions if a report had indicated it 
to be so. The White Plains Fire Department has 
been without a contract since 2010. The firefight-
ers union has also filed suit with the city in regards 
to the 7 firefighters hired back under the SAFER 
grant obtained by Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
back in March of 2011. Under the terms of that 
grant, those 7 firefighters have a job for at least 
another year. Union officials have complained 
in court documents that while they indeed have 
their jobs, they have been denied any pay increases 
and are victims of unfair labor practices.

White Plains’ divulging the budget impasse 
by letter shouldn’t have surprised the firefighters; 
their colleagues at the White Plains Police De-
partment received a similar letter on April 13th. 
Like the fire department, the White Plains Police 
Department has been without a contract since 
2010. They were scheduled to go to the bargaining 
table on April 25th… that prospect was quashed 

upon receipt of a letter. They are now off to me-
diation, as well, to be heard by the New York State 
Public Employees Board. PBA President Robert 
Riley claims his union scheduled multiple meet-
ings only to have them canceled by the city.

The FY2012-2013 Budget for the City of 
White Plains has already reserved $1.4 million 
for salary settlements for the police departments, 
firefighters and teamsters at the rate negotiated by 
the CSEA. That money has been earmarked for 
any COLA (cost of living adjustments) for those 
union members who are retirees.

White Plains has always been the “pretty 
girl” of municipalities fostered by its squeaky 
clean hometown image. In recent months 
though, it seems to have taken a page from the 
playbook of Yonkers, the “city of hills where 
nothing is ever on the level.” And at a time when 
many municipalities pride themselves for being 
transparent in governance, it appears the pretty 

girl isn’t pretty at all, she’s just wearing a mask. 
Firefighters, police officers, sanitation workers 
and all the small little cogs that make the White 
Plains wheel turn effortlessly came to the table to 
negotiate in good faith. Wouldn’t it be great if the 
city administration did so likewise?
Nancy King is a freelance, investigative reporter; a 
resident of Greenburgh, New York.

White Plains City Hall Declares Negotiations Impasse with Unions

Continued from page 20
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ALBANY, NY -- Environmental Advocates 
of New York - the top statewide environmental 
group that monitors state legislation - has identify 
a bill sponsored by Westchester Assemblyman 
George Latimer (D-Rye) as a “Super Bill”, one 
of the highest priority among all proposed legis-
lation. The bill, A.7137, would provide a net in-
crease in resources allocated to the Environmental 
Protection Fund (EPF) used to fund major en-
vironmental projects statewide. It would phase 
unclaimed deposits collected by the state through 
the Returnable Beverage Container Law from 
the General Fund into the EPF over four years.

Assemblyman Latimer co-sponsors the bill 
with Republican Senator Mark Grisanti (R-Erie 

County), and credited environmental activist and 
lawyer J. Henry Neale of Scarsdale for bringing 
the concept into consideration. “This proves once 
again the value of citizen advocacy in taking a 
good idea, and giving it the attention it deserves”, 
Latimer said.

In describing the bill, Environmental Advo-
cates noted that since 2003, approximately $500 
million in New York State funds has been swept 
from the EPF for General Fund relief; since 2008, 
the EPF appropriation has been reduced from 
$255 million to $134 million. New revenues are 
needed support the many important projects 
that protect New York’s families and our shared 
environment. Some of those programs include 

protecting natural resources and community 
character, eliminating solid waste, keeping fam-
ily farms working, and preventing pollution and 
invasive species.

New York State collects about $115 million 
from unclaimed bottle deposits on an annual ba-
sis.

These revenues would be phased in over four 
years, starting in State Fiscal Year 2013–14. Also, 
the bill specifies that this new revenue would not 
replace the traditional source of funding for the 
EPF but would supplement the current funding 
source. This bill would not amend the mechanism 
that collects the unclaimed deposits in the current 
bottle bill law. Latimer indicated that the revenues 

generated by bottle deposit law, which keeps com-
munities cleaner and encourages recycling, should 
be used to benefit state programs to protect our air, 
land, and water.

The bill is currently in the Assembly Envi-
ronmental Conservation Committee and the 
Senate Finance Committee. Favorable action is 
targeted for this spring.

Latimer has long been a staunch supporter of 
the environment, and has often received top scores 
from Environmental Advocates for his positions 
and votes. Naming this bill a “Super Bill” makes 
it a top priority for environmental groups - and 
more likely to pass the legislature.

To review Environmental Advocates’s bill 
ratings, view their website at www.eany.org

To view the bill on-line, click: www.assembly.
state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A7137 

Latimer Bill Named Top Priority by State Environmental Group

MEDIA

LEGISLATION

Don’t Let Big Government Choose Your News
By CORYDON B. DUNHAM
A proposed new plan for government control 
of television news, and perhaps Internet news, is 
now pending before the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. It would enable the govern-
ment to suppress opposing points of view, reduce 
diversity and chill speech.

The new Localism, Balance and Diversity 
Doctrine has much in common with the FCC’s 
old Fairness Doctrine – a policy the agency itself 
found deterred and suppressed news and chilled 
speech and which it revoked in 1987. An FCC-
sponsored Future of Media Study has recom-
mended that the Localism Doctrine proceeding 
be ended as ill advised but FCC Chairman Julius 
Genachowski has refused; the administrator of 
the White House’s Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Cass R. Sunstein, has long 
recommended that the government regulate 
news content broadcast by stations to advance 
the incumbent government’s political and social 

objectives.
The new doctrine would suppress news, 

impose unnecessary and heavy burdens on tele-
vision station news and be enforced by threats 
of license termination from both the FCC and 
a local control board at each station. Under the 
proposed plan, news broadcast by television sta-
tions would have to satisfy government criteria 
for “localism” in production and news coverage 
– as well as government criteria for balance and 
viewpoint diversity.

Internet news sites stand to be affected as 
well. The FCC is planning to transfer the broad-
cast spectrum used by local television to the 
Internet and the agency already has begun regu-
lating the Internet.

Five federal communications commission-
ers in a central government agency in Washing-
ton, D.C., would review local news. The majority 
vote of three commissioners appointed by the 
president would make a final determination of 

news acceptability, overriding the news judg-
ments of thousands of independent, local TV 
reporters and editors. The stations would be 
threatened with loss of their licenses to broadcast 
if found to be non-compliant.

In addition, a local control board would be 
appointed for each television station to monitor 
its programming, including news, and recom-
mend against license renewal if board members 
concluded the station is not complying with the 
FCC policy. This would impose a new blanket 
of government control over news. Much of the 
proposed new rule has not been made public 
including, for example, who would appoint the 
members of the local boards.

Requiring journalists to comply with a cen-
tral government agency’s policy on how to report 
the news and what the news should be means 
those journalists would no longer be free and 
independent of government. If the broadcast 
press is not free and independent, it cannot act 

as a watchdog for the public, which is its consti-
tutional role.

News gathering is not just taking govern-
ment handouts; it’s probing sources for what is 
really going on. It’s important that the TV and 
radio press continue to be able to do that so the 
public will be informed. FCC history shows 
government regulation of news content deters 
and prevents effective news-gathering.
Corydon B. Dunham is a Harvard Law School 
graduate. His new book, “Government Control 
of News: A Constitutional Challenge,” (http://
freespeech.authorsxpress.com), details the study trac-
ing the history of the FCC’s Fairness Doctrine and 
development of the Localism, Balance and Diver-
sity Doctrine. As an NBC executive for 25 years, 
Dunham oversaw legal and government matters 
and Broadcast Standards. He served on the board of 
directors of the National Television Academy of Arts 
and Sciences and American Corporate Counsel As-
sociation.

OP-EDSection
Confusing 
Education 
with Training

Dear Editor:
I am writing in re-

sponse to Larry M. Elkin’s commentary entitled 
“High School Does Not Go High Enough” in 
the April 12, 2012 issue. He focuses on a legiti-
mate nationwide problem, namely the total over-
enrollment of public community colleges across 
the United States. However, he makes the all too 
common mistake of confusing traditional educa-
tion with training, and therefore proposes wrong 
remedies to the problem.

The fact is that there are currently too many 
students enrolled in America’s colleges and uni-

versities not too few. Mr. Elkin acknowledges this 
“credentials creep” in noting that for most of the 
20th century a high school diploma was a ticket to 
a middle class life. Many people assume that the 
Associates Degree of today is the High School 
Diploma of fifty years ago, but these are two dif-
ferent degrees offered by institutions created for 
different purposes.

The college, is steeped in the traditions of the 
liberal arts, namely exploration and higher order 
thinking. Courses offered are not only extensions 
of subjects taken in high school (such as English) 
but philosophy, sociology, and other such lib-
eral arts courses that will mold a young person’s 
worldview.

The question we need to ask is: how many of 
America’s future workers need this education? In 
the average Associate Degree program, coursework 

is usually evenly divided between the liberal arts 
and the student’s choice of major. Do all of these 
students need, or can they truly benefit from, what 
that year of liberal arts is offering them. My mother 
and aunt came out of the NYC public high schools 
of the mid 20th century. Both went on to “busi-
ness schools” – one to be a secretary and the other 
a bookkeeper. Each completed a one year program, 
focused entirely on their vocation, at the end of 
which they were granted a certificate (not a degree). 
To gain those same skills today one would have to 
spend two years, and earn an Associate’s Degree in 
Administrative Assistantship or Accounting. Is this 
extra education worth a full year of potential lost in-
come, as well as the cost of college tuition (that both 
the student and taxpayer share).

What we need is to move the workforce for-
Continued on page 23

http://www.eany.org/
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A7137
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A7137
http://freespeech.authorsxpress.com/
http://freespeech.authorsxpress.com/


Page 23THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY APRIL 26, 2012

Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
Wash & Fold Service • Dry Cleaning & Pressing

Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
Leather & Suedes Cleaned / Treated

914.962.5539

Yorktown EconoWash

2018 Crompond Rd. (Rear) Yorktown Hts.
Routes 35 & 202 -Crompond

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ward by taking a step backwards. Let us have a 
serious debate about which careers truly demand 
a liberal education, and which require enhanced 
vocational training. We will find that many ca-
reers will be suited with the enhanced vocational 
training. Now whether this “5th year” of educa-
tion is offered free through our high schools, the 
BOCES system, or a patchwork of private “career 
schools” (eligible for the same financial aid pro-
grams that accredited colleges are today), it would 
benefit all parties involved. Students could enter 
their careers sooner, community colleges would 
see their enrollment shrink to more manageable 
levels, and liberal arts professors would not be sub-
jected to classes filled with students who are only 
there because their college orders them to be there. 
The community college could then return to its 
original mission of educating those who will go 
on to 4-year colleges or higher, or wish to major in 
a two year program that requires both the liberal 
arts and professional training. In this way, students, 
colleges and taxpayers will all benefit.

Evan Frankl, Bronxville/Yonkers, NY 10708

Lack of Support for New 
Rochelle City Council 
Decision

Editor:
The following resolution was passed at the 

April 17, 2012 meeting of the New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform Club:

Whereas, the City Manager of New Ro-
chelle has stated that membership in ICLEI was 
implied because a representative came to speak to 
the New Rochelle City Council,

Whereas, the City Council of New Rochelle 
has never taken an official vote to join ICLEI,

Whereas, no proven benefits have come to 
New Rochelle as a result of this ICLEI member-
ship which has a cost,

Whereas, the New Rochelle Citizens Re-
form Club does not agree with membership in 
ICLEI and also with some sections of GreeNR,

Be it resolved, that the New Rochelle Citi-
zens Reform Club feels a City Council vote 
should be taken on the ICLEI membership for 
the City of New Rochelle,

Be it further resolved, that the New Rochelle 
Citizens Reform Club does not support City 
Council decisions made by implication.

Sincerely,
Lorraine Pierce, Secretary, New Rochelle 

Citizens Reform Club

Something Happened on 
April 17th

On April 17th during the New Rochelle 
City Council Meeting the Council unanimously 
passed a resolution granting Forest City the right 
to prepare and present a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) in 9 months for the water-
front property known as Echo Bay.

This came as a big surprise to many members 
of the community who felt that enough council 
votes existed to turn down this bid. Many voices in 
the community opposed this and their voices were 
seemingly heard by enough council members to 
vote this down. Yet it passed by a 7 to 0 vote and 
so, Forest City enjoys a foothold in New Rochelle.

There is no need to explicate the track record 
of Forest City; The Westchester Guardian and oth-
ers have done this for the community. Forest City 
have made numerous political contributions, en-
gaged bogus “consultants” and have offered com-
munities the use of a moral imperative to not do 
business with them at any cost. That may appear 
harsh, but the facts are there and yet, all of our 
council members including the ceremonial mayor 
whose only real operating role in the City via its 
Charter is to lead the City Council, voted yea.

They are some reasons to cheer. Apparently 
voices in the community, especially those associ-
ated with the committee to save the Armory, are 
quite happy with this outcome. Sadly, they ap-
peared to have forgotten the fact that they already 
had the protection of New York State to ensure 
not a brick or piece of mortar be harmed with-
out State permission. So, while it is understand-
able that they cheer, as I do as a veteran, I am still 
drawn to the disconnect that loud opposing voices 
in the council gave approval.

So, something happened! What happened 
is up for conjecture. Did the deal include some 
accommodation for the DPW yard? Did it 
embrace some other undeveloped piece of land-
scape? I myself, offered a plan to build a bridge 
across Main Street to connect the thriving small 
business block on the other side, a walking bridge 
to bind both sub-communities together, and then, 
perhaps Davids Island. But, who knows and yet…

Not one council person has stepped up to 
address the most pressing need we face as a com-

munity – in terms of decay, misuse, deterioration 
- and that is our downtown Main Street busi-
ness district. It is a dog’s breakfast of unplanned 
development; festering unoccupied buildings, 
a creeping invasion by Monroe College, many 
storefront churches, or one dollar stores. You can 
review the minutes or watch videos of past council 
meetings and not one voice offering one thought, 
one priority for what once was the crown jewel 
of our community, downtown New Rochelle. 
Sadly counting the ceremonial mayor, 4 other 
council members have businesses, reside or rep-
resent the district and neighborhood boundaries. 
The remaining two can drive south down North 
Avenue from their homes to City Hall to attend 
meetings and never have to pass this eyesore or 
testimony to neglect and poor governance.

I encourage every citizen of New Rochelle to 
visit the neighborhood and ask the simple ques-
tion of your council person..... “what are you do-
ing about this?” I invite every neighbor from other 
communities to come to our city and see what it is 
that I am talking about. We, in turn, will take a trip 
to downtown Mamaroneck and Port Chester to 
see how effective governance really works.

Warren Gross, New Rochelle, NY

Israel
New York Post reader Henry Mitchel’s letter 

begs for answers to a number of questions. How 
many American kids died in a war to save Israel? 
None. Why did we go to war with Iraq the first 
time? To kick Saddam out of Kuwait and the pos-

sibly inferred threat to Saudi Arabia and protect 
our oil supplier. How many American soldiers’ 
lives were lost in a war with Iran? None. We’ve 
never been in a war with Iran. Why isn’t Iran a 
threat to us? A nuclear armed Iran can achieve 
hegemony in the oil rich Middle East mak-
ing the gas lines of 1973 seem like a blip on the 
radar screen. Israel’s been in wars of survival in 
1948, 1956, 1967, 1973 and 1982; not counting 
terrorism and rocket and missile attacks since. 
How many American soldiers were sent to aid 
Israel in any of those wars? Not even one. Does 
Mr. Mitchel have inside information regarding 
PM Netanyahu coming here to ask our president 
to bomb Iran’s nuclear facilities? I seriously doubt 
it. When our staunchest ally in the Middle East 
knocked out Iraq’s nuclear facilities in the 1980’s 
and Syria’s, more recently, did that aid us in the 
two Gulf wars? You betcha. We didn’t have to 
think about a nuclear counterattack.

Regarding the U.S.S. Liberty, it was a mistake, 
a costly one, and their deaths do have meaning 
like those attributed to “friendly fire,” short shells 
and unintended deaths due faulty bombings.

Why doesn’t Israel have more friends even 
though they have not offended many UN mem-
bers? Why do we have so many enemies despite 
pouring quadrillions in foreign aid from post 
World War 11’s Marshall Plan to date? Why 
doesn’t Mr. Mitchel stop beating around the bush 
and stop blaming Israel for the ills of the Middle 
East and start blaming the real villains?

Ed Krauss, Scarsdale, NY

Continued from page 22

By EDWARD I. KOCH
The New York Times of April 
7th had a magnificent, several-
pages-long article on the effect 
the change in welfare programs 
throughout the nation has had 
on its beneficiaries, mostly wom-
en with children, beginning with 
2007, eleven years after the law 

was signed by President Bill Clinton in 1996.
The major change in welfare policy was to 

end cash benefits to recipients after they reached a 
5-year limit of welfare coverage. Welfare recipients 
continued to be eligible for food stamps, which ef-
fectively became the cash provided to the welfare 
recipient who sold the food stamps. The Times arti-
cle, which was superbly written and researched by 

 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

It Is Time to Reexamine the Welfare  
Reform Law of 1996

Continued on page 24



Page 24 THE WESTCHESTER GUARDIAN THURSDAY APRIL 26, 2012

Jason DeParle, pointed out the following: “Asked 
how they survived without cash aid, virtually all of 
the women interviewed here said they had sold 
food stamps, getting 50 cents for every dollar of 
groceries they let others buy with their benefit 
cards. Many turned to food banks and churches. 
Nationally, roughly a quarter have subsidized 
housing, with rents as low as $50 a month. Several 
women said the loss of aid had left them more 
dependent on troubled boyfriends. One woman 
said she sold her child’s Social Security number so 
a relative could collect a tax credit worth $3,000. 
‘I tried to sell blood, but they told me I was ane-
mic,’ she said. Several women acknowledged that 
they had resorted to shoplifting, including one 
who took orders for brand-name clothes and sold 
them for half-price. Asked how she got cash, one 
woman said flatly, ‘We rob wetbacks’ — illegal im-
migrants, who tend to carry cash and avoid the 
police. At least nine times, she said, she has flirted 
with men and led them toward her home, where 
accomplices robbed them. ‘I felt bad afterwards,’ 
she said. But she added, ‘There were times when 
we didn’t have nothing to eat.’”

When the bill was signed into law by Presi-
dent Clinton in 1996, we were in a period of eco-
nomic growth and jobs were available to many of 
those single mothers. But the demand we made 
on these poverty-stricken women beginning in 
2007 occurred shortly before the onset of the 
greatest recession in our economy since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. Throwing those women 
and children off of welfare by virtue of the 5-year 
time limit put them into contention for jobs when 
millions of skilled and semi-skilled Americans in 
the middle class were being fired and unemploy-
ment climbed to over 9 percent. How could we 
expect these poverty-stricken women to success-
fully compete for the few jobs then available? Of 
course, some did, but most did not.

The Times article pointed out “President 
Clinton said a year after signing the law, which he 
often cites in casting himself as a centrist, ‘Welfare 
reform works.’” The Times article then pointed out, 
“The recession that began in 2007 posed a new 
test to that claim. Even with $5 billion in new fed-
eral funds, caseloads rose just 15 percent from the 
lowest level in two generations. Compared with 
the 1990s peak, the national welfare rolls are still 
down by 68 percent. Just one in five poor children 
now receives cash aid, the lowest level in nearly 50 
years. As the downturn wreaked havoc on bud-
gets, some states took new steps to keep the needy 
away. They shortened time limits, tightened eligi-
bility rules and reduced benefits (to an average of 
about $350 a month for a family of three).”

I believe I am not and was not as Mayor of 
New York City a bleeding heart – I knew then 
and now that you cannot spend money that the 
city, state or federal government does not have for 
social programs that are needed without flirting 
with bankruptcy. But there is always the question 
of municipal priorities on what do you spend the 
monies government does have. The poor have al-
ways seemed to be last in line when decency and 
fairness should make them a priority.

DeParle reports “Representative Paul D. 

Ryan of Wisconsin, the top House Republican on 
budget issues, calls the current welfare program ‘an 
unprecedented success.’ Mitt Romney, who leads 
the race for the Republican presidential nomina-
tion, has said he would place similar restrictions 
on ‘all these federal programs.’ One of his rivals, 
Rick Santorum, calls the welfare law a source of 
spiritual rejuvenation.”

The Republicans were not alone in zeroing in 
on those in poverty. DeParle also reported, “Presi-
dent Obama spoke favorably of the program in 
his 2008 campaign — promoting his role as a 
state legislator in cutting the Illinois welfare rolls. 
But he has said little about it as president.”

It is surely disturbing for all of us to learn, 
“While data on the very poor is limited and sub-
ject to challenge, recent studies have found that 
as many as one in every four low-income single 
mothers is jobless and without cash aid — rough-
ly four million women and children. Many of the 
mothers have problems like addiction or depres-
sion, which can make assisting them politically 
unpopular, and they have received little attention 
in a downturn that has produced an outpouring 
of concern for the middle class.”

Of this number, DeParle reports “researchers 
at the Urban Institute found that one in four low-
income single mothers nationwide — about 1.5 
million — are jobless and without cash aid. That 
is twice the rate the researchers found under the 
old welfare law. More than 40 percent remain that 
way for more than a year, and many have mental 
or physical disabilities, sick children or problems 
with domestic violence.”

Currently, we are concerned with helping – 
and we are not doing a very good job at doing so 
– the unemployed middle class and those who are 
seeing their homes foreclosed. The Congress, like 
the American public, seems unconcerned about 
the poor who are sinking into deep poverty, which 
the Census Bureau defines “as living on less than 
half of the amount needed to escape poverty (for 
a family of three, that means living on less than 
$9,000 a year). About 10 percent of households 
headed by women report incomes that low…”

During the Nixon years when Daniel Pat-
rick Moynihan before becoming the senator 
from New York was a presidential adviser, Nixon 
proposed H.R. 1 which would have nationalized 
welfare with all states required to make the same 
base cash payment of $6,500, with the feds paying 
all increases required over and above what states 
were paying for the existing welfare program for 
women with dependent children. The left wing of 
the Democratic Party in Congress refused to sup-
port it, complaining it was too little. Moderates, 
like myself, did support it, and we lost. The left lost 
later when the new time-limited program was put 
into effect in 1996, and the poor women and chil-
dren have since suffered enormously. Obviously, 
we should not go back to the earlier program, 
which encouraged fraud, abuse and too heavy a 
permanent reliance on government welfare. But 
simply applying an arbitrary time limit, irrespec-
tive of the needs of individual families – mothers 
and their children – doesn’t work. That is why it is 
time once again to look at the program.

Continued from page 23
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PLAY SOMETHING LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 9/26/11. 
Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy The LLC C/O Roman 
Fichman, ESQ. 245 8th Ave. 
No. 249 New York, NY 10011. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

CK 465 BUILDING, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 4/2/12. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy David Kessler & Asso-
ciates, L.L.C. 1373 Broad St. 
Clifton, NJ 07013. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

80 METROPOLITAN AVE. 
UNIT 1R, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/20/12. Office in 
Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
copy C/O Stern Keiser & 
Panken, LLP 1025 West-
chester Ave. Ste. 305 White 
Plains, NY 10604. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity. COM-
PETITIVE ROOF SERVICES 
LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/2/11. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. 

SSNY shall mail copy 620 
Park Ave. Yonkers, NY 
10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

POWERPLAY MANAGE-
MENT COMPANY, LLC 
Authority filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/14/12. Office location: 
Westchester  Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 
1/20/05 SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Corporation 
Service Company 80 State 
ST Albany, NY 12207. DE 
address of LLC: 2711 Cen-
terville RD STE 400 Wilm-
ington, DE 19808. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with DE Secy. of 
State, PO Box 898 Dover, DE 
19903. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

RAAS PARTNERS LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 1/27/12. 
Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC 

upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of C/O Nancy Brady 
125 Parkway Rd. Ste. 1303 
Bronxville, NY 10708. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

TREMBLANT LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of 
State (SSNY) 2/22/12. Of-
fice in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of Patricia G. Micek, 
Esq. 2180 Boston Post Rd. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

GEORGIO FAMILY III LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 
12/5/2011. Office in West-
chester  Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of 
process C/O Patricia G. 
Micek, Esq. 2180 Boston 
Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 
10538. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

L E G A L  N O T I C E
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE NEW YORK  
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 
NATIONAL CITYMORTGAGE, a division of NATIONAL CITY BANK,
  Plaintiff,  Index No.: 3532/11

 against-   SUMMONS
THE DARTMOUTH PLAN, INC; KIEL BARNETT; LAWRENCE BARNETT; 
FLORINE BROWN; ALOYSIOUS BROWN: ANDREA MAXINE BROWN; 
ORENE BROWN; SHANNON NICOLE WILLIAMS; WENDELL WIL-
LIAMS; 
Defendants. 
-------------------------------------------------------------X

TO TT{R ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: THE DARTMOUTH PLAN 
INC.; KIEL BARNETT; LAWRENCE BARNETT; FLORINE BROWN; 
ALOYSIOUS GARRET BROWN; ANDREA MAXINE BROWN; ORENE 
BROWN; SHANNON NICOLE WILLIAMS; WENDELL

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above 
entitled action and to serve a copy of your Answer on: the plaintiff’s 
attorney within twenty (20) days after the service of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of service, or within thirty (30) days after comple-
tion of service where service is made in any other manner than by 
personal delivery within the State. The United States of America, 
if designated as a defendant in this action, may answer or appear 
within sixty (60) days of service hereof. In case of your failure to ap-
pear or answer, judgment will be taken against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint.

Plaintiff designates Westchester County as the place of trial. The ba-
sis of venue is the County in which the defendant resides and where 
the transaction took place.

Dated;  January 18 2011
 New York, New York

THE HOPP LAW FIRM, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
By:___________________ 
Fred Van Remortel, Esq. 
Rashida Maples, Esq. 
1515 Broadway, 11th Floor 
New York, New York 10036 
Tele: (866) 470-5167

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact 
Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westches-
ter County

Best Location in Yorktown 
Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 
Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 

Ft. Store $1200.
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Making the point of how we deal dif-
ferently with the wealthy and protect them 
was brought home by another article in The 
Times dated April 11th, which discusses sub-
sidies to wealthy farmers. The article by Ron 
Nixon reads in part, “The federal government 
could save about $1 billion a year by reduc-
ing the subsidies it pays to large farmers to 
cover much of the cost of their crop insur-
ance, according to a report by Congressional 
auditors due to be released on Thursday. The 
report raised the prospect of the government’s 
capping the amount that farmers receive 
at $40,000 a year, much as the government 
caps payments in other farm programs. Any 
move to limit the subsidy, however, is likely to 
be opposed by rural lawmakers, who say the 
program provides a safety net for agriculture. 
The report, by the Government Accountabil-
ity Office, the investigative arm of Congress, 
was requested by Senator Tom Coburn, Re-
publican of Oklahoma, as part of his efforts 
to cut government spending. Under the 
federal crop insurance program, farmers can 
buy insurance policies that cover poor yields, 
declines in prices or both. The insurance is 
obtained through private companies, but the 
federal government pays about 62 percent of 
the premiums, plus administrative expenses. 
The crop insurance subsidy, according to the 
G.A.O. report, ballooned to $7.3 billion last 
year from $951 million in 2000, or about $1.2 
billion adjusted for inflation. A Congressional 

Continued on page 26
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Budget Office study cited in the report estimates 
that the premium subsidy will cost $39 billion from 
2012 to 2016, about $7.8 billion a year. Unlike other 
farm programs that have income or payment limits, 

crop insurance payments have no such restrictions, 
so farmers can get millions in subsidies regardless 
of their income. The G.A.O. said a cap last year 
would have affected about 4 percent of farmers in 
the program, who accounted for about a third of the 
premium subsidies and were mostly associated with 

large farms.”
Where is America’s humanity? How can we see 

women and children degraded this way? We cannot 
continue to avert our gaze and fail to respond to their 
needs. Responsible people shocked by the fraud and 
outrages that marred the old system of welfare went 
overboard – me among them – in seeking to elimi-
nate the abuses. It is time we examine the subject 

again and seek a just solution.
Mr. President, you must speak for the poor. No 

one else seems willing, or effective.
The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a member 
of member of Congress from New York State from 1969 
through 1977, and New York City as its 105th Mayor 
from 1978 to 1989.
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It Is Time to Reexamine the Welfare Reform Law of 1996

OP-ED

By WENDY LONG
As I’ve campaigned around New 
York state over the past two 
months, one thing has become 
clear: Whether they work on 
farms or in financial institutions, 
New Yorkers everywhere are be-
ing crushed by federal regulation.

Exhibit A: the Dodd-Frank 
financial reform law. Far from putting Wall Street 
on a sounder footing, the law is hindering economic 
recovery. Unless Barack Obama is replaced by Mitt 
Romney and unless we fire regulation-giddy sena-
tors such as New York’s Kirsten Gillibrand, the U.S. 
will be unable to protect its position as the world 
leader in financial markets.

No one denies that appropriate federal regula-
tion can encourage innovation and healthier cor-
porate behavior. But the answer to excess on Wall 
Street is not excess in Washington. Dodd-Frank 
micromanages and second-guesses businesses, 
while impairing the availability of credit that is vital 
to economic expansion. It is a full-employment act 

for bureaucrats, lawyers and consultants.
At the top of the list for repeal is the Volcker 

Rule, which restricts banks’ proprietary trading—
buying and selling stock and other assets for their 
own account over the short term—and hedge-
fund activities. There is no evidence that proprietary 
trading had anything to do with the financial crisis. 
Beyond that, the rule is proving unworkable. No 
one, not even former Federal Reserve Chairman 
Paul Volcker himself, has been able to define the 
covered class of transactions with any degree of 
clarity or consistency. The uncertainty is pernicious 
because indeterminate limitations on banks’ activi-
ties mean less credit for small businesses and other 
borrowers.

Second to go should be the so-called “Lincoln 
Amendment.” Snuck into Dodd-Frank in the 
middle of the night, it requires banks to outsource 
many transactions in derivatives (contracts based on 
the value of another underlying asset) to affiliates, 
even though banks have been buying and selling 
derivatives for years with no impact on soundness. 
This requirement will divert capital from well-
capitalized banks to new, unnecessary entities, and 

may drive business offshore. The House Financial 
Services Committee has already passed a reform 
measure by Rep. Nan Hayworth (R., N.Y.) that 
would repeal most of the amendment, but there’s 
been no action so far in the Senate.

And then there’s the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB), the new monster 
agency set to commandeer 10% of the Federal 
Reserve budget. It is also the least accountable of 
federal agencies, structured so neither Congress nor 
senior executive branch officials exercise any real 
control over its activities, making it constitutionally 
suspect.

The CFPB’s entire ethos is to channel more of 
bankers’ time and resources into satisfying bureau-
crats and their paperwork requirements. Analysts 
expect that medium-size banks will have to merge 
in order to better face this superagency, which 
means less consumer choice, not more consumer 
protection. The CFPB should be eliminated before 
its damage cannot be undone.

Fourth on the chopping block should be 
Dodd-Frank’s “Title VII,” which mandates the 
creation of new, heavily regulated trading venues 

for over-the-counter derivatives. Because deriva-
tives enable parties to manage risks by making and 
balancing contracts for assets at future prices, they 
are literally the lifeblood of the modern economy. 
Title VII will increase transaction costs for deriva-
tives, impair liquidity, and push derivative trading to 
Asian markets.

True regulatory reform means reforming the 
regulators. Dodd-Frank shows the morass that is 
created when multiple agencies are tasked with 
implementing complex legislation. We need one 
business-conduct regulator—not the clashing 
Securities and Exchange Commission and Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission—that can 
focus on catching the next Bernie Madoff and 
MF Global, instead of engaging in turf battles and 
penny-ante enforcement.

Does anyone believe we need four primary 
federal bank regulatory agencies? A single regulator 
can focus on safety and soundness. And the Fed-
eral Reserve can focus on systemically significant 
institutions.

Repeal of Dodd-Frank’s most damaging re-
quirements should be at the top of any pro-growth, 
job-creation agenda.
Ms. Long, a Republican, is a lawyer who has practiced 
commercial litigation. She is a candidate for the U.S. 
Senate in New York.

Financial Regulation is Hurting New York
The State Deserves a Senator Committed to Preserving Its Leadership in World Markets

By HENRY J. STERN
Now that Governor Cuomo is in 
midst of the second year of his first 
term, people are pointing to his suc-
cess as a manager and as an executive. 
His popularity rating is 68% (accord-
ing to the latest Quinnipiac poll) and 
while there are certainly disputes over 

specific measures he proposes to eliminate the pe-
rennial state debt, one would have to say that he is 
well-poised to make the effort.

The next challenge Cuomo tackles should be 
campaign finance reform. A new coalition of busi-
ness, civic, and philanthropic leaders called New 
York Leadership for Accountable Government 
(NY Lead) has formed in response to a line uttered 
by Cuomo in his State of the State address this year 
expressing his desire to enact campaign finance 
reform on the statewide level. The group, whose 
members include David Rockefeller, restaurateur 
Danny Meyer, and Facebook co-founder Chris 
Hughes, was described in The New York Times 
last week in an article entitled “Wealthy Group 
Seeks to Reform Election Giving.”

In the article, Frederick A. O. Schwarz Jr., chief 

counsel at 
the Brennan Center for Justice, one of the orga-
nizations that helped put together the NY Lead 
coalition, says, “It’s a double victory. You have lower 
amounts of money that can be given, and No. 2, 
ordinary people become engaged in political cam-
paigns and candidates change their approach to 
campaigning.”

While no bill has yet been submitted in Al-
bany, it appears likely that the proposed statewide 
campaign finance system would be modeled on 
New York City’s Campaign Finance Board. While 
the CFB system has deficiencies, the advantage of 
mirroring the city’s approach is that it is well-tested 
and one that is already familiar to a large portion of 
the legislature’s members, many of whom have run 
for office using matching funds.

Governor Cuomo’s strong words in favor of 
campaign finance reform are a comfort to the civic 
warriors who were so recently defeated on redis-
tricting. The legislative leaders in March refused to 
honor the pledges made, oral and written, to Mayor 
Koch and New York Uprising.

Like independent redistricting, campaign fi-
nance reform is a worthy effort. If the legislature 

blocks his proposals, it 
only shows how they 
belong to their donors. 
Cuomo is in a no-lose 

situation. If he prevails in his efforts to reform cam-
paign finance and to provide public spending for 
statewide campaigns he will be regarded as hercu-
lean for cleaning the Augean stables. If he fails, he 
will be praised for having tried to grab the Cretan 
bull by the horns (another one of the twelve labors).

One of Andrew Cuomo’s gifts is his ability to 
achieve successful political results without the ap-
pearance of having degraded himself or incurring 
major obligations to other politicians in exchange 
for their support. The legislature largely has been 
forced so far to swallow this.

The next few months, April to June, will give 
time for the reform proposals to be considered by 
the legislature. Even though the Republicans’ pa-
per-thin majority in the State Senate is artificially 
augmented by a small conference of independent 
Democrats who are not beholden to their party 
leaders, the Republicans are under no obligation to 
reform anything, at least until 2022 when redistrict-
ing will beckon again.

The Democrats, whose self-interests also lie in 
maintaining the status quo, deserve equal suspicion 
in regard to their sincerity in addressing this issue. It 

is in the interest of good government and fostering 
legitimate competition both between and within 
the political parties that incumbents be contested 
by credible candidates who will give voters the op-
portunity to make choices that they have so long 
been denied.

When Cuomo tries to influence the political 
hacks of both parties, he is clearly acting in the pub-
lic interest. Of course, it is also true that Governor 
Cuomo did not follow through on his oft-repeated 
promise to veto the lines which he did not find sat-
isfactory.

The basic tilt of the legislature at this time is 
toward moderation and common sense. The diffi-
culty is achieving that result without pretending to 
yield to every pressure group that arrives in Albany 
with more than a dozen members.

One fascinating aspect of Albany politics is the 
widespread practice of people publicly supporting 
policies, which they personally believe are ruinous 
and unsupportable. We would compare it to trying 
to solve a crosswords puzzle in which the answer to 
each clue is an antonym.

One response is that they deserve it. Our re-
sponse to that is that the legislature may deserve it, 
but do we?
Henry J. Stern is the founder and president of New York 
Civic (www.NYCivic.org).

The Rich Become Reformers by Seeking 
Restrictions on Campaign Financing

Reformers Try Again
 NEW YORK  CIVIC

Continued from page 25
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PARTICIPATE TO WIN
IN OUR

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

WE ACCEPT • EBT • WIC CHECKS • ATM MACHINES AVAILABLE

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.WESTERNBEEF.COM
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS: CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-554-2333
WB & THE CACTUS LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF W.B.I. INTERNATIONAL, INC.

SALE DATES
2012

FRI.
APR. 27

SAT.
APR. 28

SUN.
APR. 29

MON.
APR. 30

TUES.
MAY 1

WED.
MAY 2

THURS.
MAY 3

PLEASE SEE BACK PAGE FOR STORE LOCATIONS & PHONE NUMBERS
Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices effective in these stores only. No beer in NJ. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Items designated MFR require sales tax on gross retail before savings. Pictures in this circular are for design purposes only and do not necessarily represent item for sale.   4/27/12 P1
VERS. 2 - MT. VERNON

ASSORTED

MINUTE MAID
ORANGE
JUICE

2/$559 OZ.

3/$5 2/$5 299 3/$5

ASSORTED

GATORADE
DRINKS

ASSORTED FULL LINE

ENTENMANN’S
BAKED GOODS

ASSORTED LEAN OR

HOT POCKETS

599

BOAR’S HEAD
DELUXE HAM

8 PACK
WHITE, PRINT OR SELECT A SIZE

BOUNTY PAPER TOWELS

699
LB.

1099

9-26 OZ.64 OZ. 7-9 OZ.

LIMIT 1 PKG. WITH ADD’L. $10.00 PURCHASE

499
16 OZ.

FRESH FROZEN EZ PEEL
41-50 CT.

PANAMEI
SHRIMP

2 LB. BAG
41-50 CT.  

$9.98

4/$52 LITER

352-616 CT.

12 PACK

COORS BEER

GENERAL MILLS
CHEERIOS 14 OZ.

COOKIE CRISP 11.25 OZ.
LUCKY CHARMS 11.5 OZ.

FLORIDA SUPER SWEET

YELLOW CORN

CALIFORNIA FARM FRESH
BROCCOLI

ASSORTED FULL LINE

PEPSI

2/$513.29 OZ.

FRESH BAKED
GANDOLE

MINI CROISSANTS

3/$1LBS.

49¢
LB.

YELLOW RIPE

BANANAS

10/$110/$2

99¢
BUNCH

TROPICAL FRESH GREEN

PLANTAINS FARM FRESH

COLLARD GREENS

LIMIT 1 OFFER WITH $10.00 PURCHASE

NOT AVAILABLE IN NEW JERSEY

2/$5

HOT & SPICY

SABRETT BEEF FRANKS

14 OZ.

179
LB.

249
LB.

FRESH GROUND

BEEF CHUCK

49¢
LB.

FRESH QUARTERED

CHICKEN LEGS
10 TO 15 LB. BAG
LIMIT 1 BAG PER SHOPPING FAMILY

499
LIMIT 1 OF EACH WITH ADD’L. $50.00 PURCHASE

LONG GRAIN

CANILLA RICE 20 LB.
OR 
CORN OR VEGETABLE

CRISCO OIL 128 OZ.

FRESH BONE-IN

PORK CHOP COMBO

• 3 RIB END • 3 LOIN END • 3 CENTER CUT
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*Offers expire May 31, 2012. All advertised fares, offers and any applicable shipboard credits or special amenities shown are per person based on double occupancy, are subject to availability at time of booking, may not be combinable with other offers, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in
effect after the expiration date. All fares listed are in U.S. dollars, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes of up to $19.50 per guest per day are included. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue
to Oceania Cruises. 2 for 1 fares are based on published Full Brochure Fares. Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the
Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.com. Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from BOS, EWR, JFK, PHL and select other Air Gateways. Any advertised fares that include the “Free Airfare” promotion
include airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to baggage, priority boarding and special seating, may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Oceania Cruises reserves the right to change any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms
and conditions may apply. Complete Terms and Conditions may be found in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. Pisa Brothers Travel strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance. We reserve the right to correct errors or omissions. For complete terms and conditions contact Pisa Brothers Travel.

POINTS  OF  D IST INCTION • Elegant mid-size ships featuring large-ship amenities • Free and unlimited soft drinks and bottled water througout the ship
Country club-casual ambiance; tuxedos & gowns are never required • Finest cuisine at sea, served in up to six open-seating restaurants; all at no additional charge

Gourmet culinary program created by world-renowned Master Chef Jacques Pépin • Canyon Ranch SpaClub® • Best value in luxury cruising

Azure Coasts
10 nights, Aug 23 - Sep 2, 2012
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1200316

Nordic Dreams
12 nights, Aug 31 - Sep 12, 2012
Five-Star Marina | Offer #1200546

Your World. Your Way. Oceania Cruises is the world’s only upper-premium cruise line and offers an unrivaled
combination of the finest cuisine, elegant accommodations, personalized service and extraordinary value. And aboard
the brand new Riviera, and her sister Marina, you’ll experience the most elegant ships to debut in the past 50 years.

Greek Glory
10 nights, Aug 3 - 13, 2012
Five-Star Riviera | Offer #1200247

Up to $3,000 off  2-for-1 fares
FREE air & exclusive amenities*

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $11,874 1st guest  Was $12,874 1st guest  Was $15,474
Now $8,874 Now $9,874 Now $12,474
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

800.729.7472
mgr@pisabrothers.com

Graybar Building - New York
420 Lexington Ave, Suite 1603

pisabrothers.com

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $500 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $450 onboard

credit*

EXCLUSIVE
FREE Gratuities
& $550 onboard

credit*

$3,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $2,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air* $2,000 off 2-for-1 fares & FREE air*

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $11,804 1st guest  Was $12,804 1st guest  Was $15,404
Now $9,804 Now $10,804 Now $13,404
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

B4 - Veranda A4 - Concierge PH3 - Penthouse
Stateroom Veranda Suite

1st guest  Was $14,066 1st guest  Was $15,066 1st guest  Was $17,666
Now $12,066 Now $13,066 Now $15,666
2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE 2nd guest FREE

W W W . W E S T C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N . C O M


