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in 1626, Peter Minuit, 
governor of New Netherland, 
bought the 22 square miles 
of Manhattan island from 
its indian inhabitants for 60 
guilders of trade goods. No 

bill of sale or deed has survived. That price was 
later calculated to be the equivalent of 24 dollars. 
in either currency, it has to be the greatest real 
estate coup of all time.

Westchester, which then included what is 
now the Bronx, was another incredible bargain. 
starting in 1639, in a series of some 25 separate 
conveyances fueled by beer and rum, indians 
traded their Westchester lands for tools, utensils 
and cheap trinkets, plus 1,800 yards of wampum—
sacred beads carved from mollusk shells. 

The monetary value of these items has been 
estimated at $4,750--not counting the wampum. 
This works out to be about ten dollars and four 
yards of wampum per square mile. Woven into 
wide belts, wampum originally had no fixed 
value and was only a token of good faith to seal 
agreements... dutch traders soon monetized 
wampum as a convenient medium of exchange 
with the indians. Later, the dutch colonists 
mass-produced wampum beads in workshops and 
flooded the market.

The Lenapes
The Westchester indian tribes who sold their 

lands were part of a linguistically related group 
who called themselves “Lenape,” meaning “true 
men” or “real men.” Their land was Lenapehoking-
-”where the Lenape live,” and included the lower 
hudson Valley, western Long island, New Jersey, 
eastern Pennsylvania and northern delaware.

To their north of the Lenapes were the fierce 
Mahicans, who would descend on them regularly 
and exact tribute. still farther north, were the 
dreaded Mohawks. They, too, would occasionally 

raid to the south, 
exacting tribute 
from both the 
Mahicans and the 
Lenapes.

Neighboring 
tribes called the 
Lenapes “the grand-

fathers” because they had occupied their lands for 
so long. The iroquois contemptuously called them 
“women” because they had no political institutions 
for organizing their scattered families and bands 
into effective units for battle.

indian cultures were already ancient and 
well established in Westchester when the first 
europeans arrived here. The newcomers called 
the indigenous inhabitants “savages.” They did not 
know it but they had stumbled upon a complex 
and cosmopolitan native way of life--a society in 
which descent passed through the female line, 
indian families and kinship groups, sometimes 
called clans, held property and land in common. 
Living in scattered, semi-permanent villages, they 
supported themselves by a mixed economy of 
hunting, fishing, farming and foraging.

Their villages were not villages as we under-
stand the word, but a succession of seasonal 
campsites, reoccupied and abandoned. during 
the spring and summer, bands of up to 300 men, 
women and children could be found near river-
banks or seashores, fishing and clamming. Nearby, 
they cultivated corn, the staple of the indian diet, 
beans, sweet potatoes, squash, melons, cucumbers 
and tobacco. in winter, the indian communities 
would often break up, with family groups moving 
inland to find game and firewood.

The indians’ migratory habits, seasonal 
living sites, primitive tools and few possessions, 
combined with their lack of domesticated animals, 
and haphazard planting of fields appeared to be an 
inferior way of life to the  europeans. Nor could 
they understand the indians’ classless and state-
less society, matrilineal kinship, and disinterest in 
commerce.

intruding on the idyllic indian world, the 
dutch who settled New Netherland brought 
a completely different set of values centered on 
commerce. The indians had access to a major 

The Great Westchester Land Grab
How Indians Sold Westchester for a Song

By Robert Scott
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economic resource: animal pelts. The 
dutch especially sought beaver skins, which 
brought a high price in europe, where they 
could be converted into hats, coats and 
other articles of apparel.

Traders were initially welcomed by 
indians for the goods they carried and 
because they sought no land. even farmers 
were tolerated at first because there was 
more than enough land to go around. soon 
large tracts were being sold for a song.

Inevitable Changes
unanticipated by the indians, however, 

were the white man’s insatiable appetite for 
land and the diseases he brought to which 
they had no resistance. As the newcomers 
bought more land, the areas available for 
planting, hunting and fishing by the indians 
became smaller. close contact with whites 
brought smallpox, influenza, measles, tuber-
culosis, cholera, diphtheria and typhus. 
Between 1633 and 1691, no fewer that 
seven devastating epidemics swept through 
the indians of the lower hudson Valley.

The goods the indians received in 
exchange for pelts or land brought dramatic 
changes in their way of life. Guns and 
ammunition improved their ability to hunt, 
but diminished the importance of tradi-
tional knowledge and skills. iron farming 
tools, knives, axes and cooking utensils 

simplified women’s domestic chores. And 
alcohol--to which the indians were unac-
customed--wrought havoc in behavior and 
tribal discipline.

in less than a hundred years, the 
Lenapes in Westchester had sold their 
highly desirable lands to dutch or english 
colonists and scattered to the four winds, 
leaving only names on the land and a few 
individuals in isolated remnant groups.

some Westchester Lenapes found their 
way to Massachusetts, others to upstate 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and indiana. 
To find descendants of these tribes today, 
one would have to travel to Wisconsin or to 
Ontario in canada, where small bands live 
on reservations. 

The Indian Way of Life
despite their lack of civilization, the 

indians’ gentle use of the world around 
them was remarkably sophisticated and 
forward-looking. Land was an abstract 
commodity--much like air or fire or water-
-something there to be freely used by the 
group. Not understanding the concept of 
“title” or ownership of land by individuals, 
they were at a disadvantage in making trea-
ties. Anyway, under pressure of immigration 
and westward expansion, whites broke such 
treaties almost as fast as they were made. 

Possessions and authority among 
indians often passed through a female line 
of descent. in contrast to the Old World 
practice of hereditary rule, leadership 
of clans and tribes was based on ability. 
decisions bearing on tribal policy were 
reached by unanimous consent--not mere 
majority agreement--at public meetings 
attended both by men and women.

Our modern world owes much to 
indians, far beyond the woodcraft skills 
taught in summer camps and the foolish 
names applied to baseball and football teams 
indians made important contributions to the 
world’s food supply: corn, potatoes and sweet 
potatoes, manioc, peanuts, squash, peppers, 
tomatoes, pumpkins, beans, avocados, plus 
dozens of other vegetables. And indian 
societieswere well acquainted with plant 
medicines. Before 1492, 40 percent of the 
modern world’s medicinal drugs were being 
used in America to treat illnesses. 

We are learning truths they knew 
instinctively in their reverence for nature--
that the land and its resources are not only for 
our use but must be preserved for generations 
to come. in addition to the communality of 
land and possessions, belief in the freedom 
and dignity of the individual was common to 
many indian societies. With diligence and a 
measure of good luck, we may yet learn the 
secret of the indians’ relationship with nature, 
and their basic sense of equality and respect 

for human rights.
As evanescent as wood smoke, the indians’ 

unique unrecorded folklore, knowledge of 
plant medicines and the unwritten grammar 
and vocabularies of their ancient languages are 
gone forever, never to be retrieved. 

We call this the march of civilization.

Robert Scott is a former book publisher, editor 
and local historian.

What Colonists Paid  
Westchester’s Indians for 
Their Lands
Tools: More than 300 knives, 185 hatch-
ets, adzes and axes, 141 hoes, 67 guns, 
227 pounds of gunpowder, 130 bars of 
lead, three melting ladles and five bullet 
molds.
Domestic articles: 182 coats, more than 
300 yards of duffel cloth, 113 shirts, 92 
pairs of stockings, 87 blankets, 10 “cor-
als or beads,” 117 iron or brass kettles, 
76 earthenware jugs, 12 fire steels (for 
starting a fire with flint), 20 spoons, a 
thousand fishhooks, 220 needles and 120 
awls. Miscellaneous items: 130 clay 
pipes, 10  bells, 10 Jew’s harps, a few 
rolls of tobacco and 32 tobacco boxes, 
25 half-vats of strong beer, 162 gallons of 
rum, and 1,800 yards of wampum..

The Great Westchester Land Grab
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LEGAL NOTICES

Mission Statement
� e Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devot-

ed to the unbiased reporting of events and developments 
that are newsworthy and signi� cant to readers living in, 
and/or employed in, Westchester County. � e Guardian 

will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-
tion without favor or compromise. Our � rst duty will be 
to the PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure 
of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the 
pursuit may lead, in the � nest tradition of FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS.

� e Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester County. As a 
weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 

provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological step-by-step ac-
counting of events, enlightened with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, where, 
why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We will use our more 
abundant time, and our resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage 
control’ o en characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the very 
heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers to a point of under-
standing and insight which cannot be obtained elsewhere.  

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be all 
things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of relevant, 
hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features and columns 
useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We must 
stay trim and � exible if we are to succeed.

  

Employment
Exp’d drivers wanted. CDL & TLC 
Lic. needed.

914.663.1006
 For Rent

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Prime Ossining loc - Rt. 9.
950 sq. ft. & 500 sq. ft.

917.363.4366

Real Estate
INVESTMENT

PROPERTY UNIMPROVED
Mount Vernon - Commercial bldg lot, 
9500 sq. ft. Corner bldg. Apts with 
stores. Must sell. $875K. Make offer.

914.632.1230

CLASSIFIED

 ECONOMICS

economics like many 
academic subjects is both 
an art and a science and 
always politicized. This 

is not intended to be a criticism but 
rather an observation of fact. currently 
our nation is in the midst of the worst 
economic recession since the Great 
depression. And, after three long years 
of inflicting hardships on America’s 
families and businesses alike, it is a reces-
sion with no end in sight.

in view of this dismal fact, should we 
conclude that our economic problems 
are so perplexing and beyond the cumu-
lative intellectual capacity of our elected 
politicians to solve? Or is it rather the 
result of uncompromising political ideol-
ogies that usurp pragmatism by placing 
partisan agenda’s over the needs of the 
American people? i would like to believe 
it is the latter for it is the more optimistic 
option. 

One factor that seems to be impeding 
the road to our nation’s economic 

recovery is the watershed of ideolo-
gies that exist between the two main 
schools of democratic capitalism, i.e., 
laissez-faire and Keynesian economics; 
the former literally meaning “hands 
off ” by government intrusions into the 
market place, also known as classical free 
market micro economics. The latter is 
macro economics as developed by John 
Maynard Keynes in the mid-twentieth 
century, which calls for government 
intervention to modulate the boom 
and bust cycles which is an inherit and 
repeating flaw of capitalism. Keynesian 
economics played a critical role in our 
nation’s economic history from the end 
of World War ii up until 1980. in light 
of these differences, objective thinking 
should prevail over partisan ideology, for 
no one economic system has a monopoly 
of success when measured against the 
difficult economic conditions our nation 
is facing today. Our nation’s economic 
future rests on the reconciliation of these 
two principles. hopefully, as a nation 

we can mature into an era of objective 
thinking and leave our obsolete labels 
behind us. regardless of your position 
on these two schools of economics, the 
fact remains both are a democratic capi-
talist system where the majority of the 
means of production are owned by the 
individual.

in reality, laissez –fair does not exist 
in its purest form -even in the u.s. 
For instance there are many services 
provided by the government, which own 
and manage the means of production; 
such as Public safety, mass transit, and 
our public school systems to name a few 
which are financed by our tax dollars. i 
believe many would agree our nation is 
better off having government provide 
these services; not private enterprise. 
Laissez-faire purists also advocate for 
little or no regulation in the market place 
as a means to promote economic growth 
and stability. As many economists know 
implementing such a liberal policy 
towards restricting regulation yields high 
costs for the general health, safety, and 
welfare of the public. What is needed is 
targeted regulation not over regulation. 

The conservative laissez-faire model 
proposes supply side economics as its 
weapon of choice to slay the economic 
beast, with tax-cuts and the loosening 
of regulations. We must not forget that 
between the years 2000-2008 this was 
our nation’s economic policy which 
cuulminated in our suffering the finan-
cial debacle of October 2008. Many 
economists believe our current reces-
sion is not the result of the typical boom 
and bust cycle of capitalism, but rather 
the result of greed, poor decisions made 
by Wall street and Washington, d.c. 
alike, coupled by the lack of targeted 
regulation. 

Over the past few years a number of 
interventions have been implemented by 
Washington, d.c. to spark the economy; 
the taxpayer’s bailout of Wall street, 
and a number of stimulus packages, 
both of which had little or no effect on 
improving the economy. At best it could 
be stated these policies when imple-
mented may have helped to stabilize the 
economy, or at least helped to prevent 
its total collapse, though neither has 
been able to pull us out of our current 
Great recession. regardless, after three 
long years our nation’s economy is still in 
failure mode. 

in light of our nation’s super high 
unemployment rate, its inability to create 
real jobs and our exodus of jobs going 
overseas. Our elected officials should 
come to the realization our current 
economic problems are too large and 
complex to be solved single handedly by 
either Wall street or Washington alone. 
Or solely from either a Laissez-Fair or 
Keynesian model alone. hopefully, before 
our economic situation worsens, our 
politicians will experience an epiphany 
of sorts and will abandon their inflex-
ible and outdated partisan ideologies and 
resort to a higher level of thinking that 
favors good conscience, political matu-
rity, and reason as the means to restore 
our nation’s economic prosperity. 

in closing, if compromise and 
non-partisan decision making seems 
too unrealistic and unobtainable for 
our elected politicians? history will 
prove otherwise, and confirm truth 
is stranger than fiction. President 
Nixon, a conservative republican, and 
supporter of Keynesian economics; 
established the Occupational safety 
and health Administration, the 
environmental Protection Agency, the 
Legal services Administration, and the 
equal Opportunity commission. he 
also expanded the food stamp program, 
and more than doubled the funding for 
the arts. he also promoted affirmative 
action, mandated government-racial 
quotas, and produced the nation’s last 
balanced budget up until President 
clinton. he was unsuccessful in passing 
a national health insurance program, and 
the Family assistance plan. ironically, 
such programs today are now the agenda 
of the democratic Party and the bane 
of the republican Party. This is a good 
example of rising above partisan poli-
tics for the interest of better serving the 
needs of our citizens. in time ideolog-
ical boundaries and definitions should 
mature to the point of reason, recon-
ciliation, and fairness in order to meet 
the challenges and needs of our nation, 
without compromising our morals and 
ethics. 

Dr. Richard Cirulli is a professor of Economics 
and Finance at a number of colleges in the 
Greater Hudson Valley Area. He also has a 
monthly cable show, The American Economic 
Condition, airing on the White Plains Cable 
network starting in April He can be reached 
at profcirulli@optonline.net.

Political Ideologues vs. Economic Realities
By Dr. Richard Cirulli
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Fast Tracking a Charter 
Amendment by Legislation 
Chair John Nonna

it’s great that Westchester county is 
going to take a year to have a commission 
review the charter. so why is Legislator 
John Nonna trying to fast track a 
charter amendment now that takes 
away the public’s right to vote? As chair 
of the Board’s Legislation committee 
he is pushing repeal of section 209.161 
of the charter. his logic: voters are not 
smart enough to make decisions. section 
209.161 requires that certain specific 
Local Laws, if adopted, must first be 
put to the voters before taking effect. 
Nonna claims this law “is confusing and 
no longer relevant.” Mr. Nonna, voters 
are relevant. And you may find out just 
how relevant in November. Reference: 
http://westchestercountyny.iqm2.com/
citizens/VideoMain.aspx?Meetingid=
1760&Minutesid=1453&FileFormat=
pdf&Format=Minutes&MediaFileForm
at=wmv
suzanne r. swanson
Thornwood, N.Y. 10594

The author is the former Legislator to the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators 
serving the communities in District 3. 

Origin of the Name 
Orawaupum in White Plains

it was kind of Mr. henry Lawrence 
to express his pleasure with my article 
on Westchester names (Letters, April 7 
issue). he also asked for my comment on 
the fanciful interpretation of the word 
“Orawaupum,” the name of a street in 
White Plains, as combining “ora,” a 
word for gold, and “waupum,” a means 
of trade or exchange.

unfortunately, this confuses the 
word “waupum” with “wampum” The 
latter is a word from the Wampanoag 
indian language meaning “white shell 
beads.” These were carved from mollusk 
shells (the channeled whelk and quahog, 
or hard-shelled clam) and drilled for 
stringing. The Wampanoags were a 
tribe in Massachusetts, rhode island, 
connecticut and eastern Long island. 

coastal-dwelling members of this 

tribe had a virtual monopoly on the 
creation of sacred wampum beads, which 
were woven iuto wide belts and used as a 
token of good faith o mark agreements 
or to record historical events. dutch 
traders soon monetized wampum beads 
as a convenient medium of exchange for 
pelts from the indians. Later, the dutch 
mass-produced wampum in workshops 
and flooded the market.

The Orawaupum hotel in White 
Plains was a frame building erected 
about 1844 and burned Feb. 17, 1854. 
replaced by a brick building with accom-
modations for about 50 guests, it stood 
for many years at the southwest corner 
of what would be Main and Orawaupum 
streets. 

The name Orawaupum has nothing 
to do with wampum. it was chosen 
for the original hotel at the suggestion 
of local historian John M. Mcdonald 
because it was the name of the prin-
cipal indian chief from whom the White 
Plains lands were originally purchased. 
Mystery solved.

i second Mr. Lawrence’s suggestion 
for the collection of information about 
Westchester’s cemeteries and burials 
grounds and their present condition. 
robert scott
croton-on-hudson, NY

What is Happening to Our 
Schools?

Your editor aptly titled a letter to 
this column as “What is happening to 
our schools today”?( 4/7/11) its theme 
was a shocking revelation regarding 
a charlestown high school text 
containing “sexually explicit episodes 
including graphic depictions of hetero-
sexual and homosexual encouters, 
forced oral sex, masturbation and besti-
ality”. Maybe an even better question 
is, just what type of “liberal animals” 
are running the educational system 
in America today? Anyone who even 
dares suggest the removal of such texts 
and sexual courses will be immediately 
targeted as an neanderthal or even worse 
a right wing nut. Yet how to explain, with 
all the open minded sexual education 
effectuated in recent decades, we have an 
explosion of venereal disease, childhood 
pregnancy, rape, and the sexual exploita-
tion of students by perverted teachers.

in New rochelle recently elemen-
tary school students were given an 
inclass assignment to color a picture of 

Obama, including a picture of his face 
and the slogan “students For Obama” 
When queried, superintendent richard 
Organisciak declared the election was 
an historic event and refused further 
comment.

Teachers unions, instead of striving 
for academic excellence have enlisted 
school children for all sorts of left wing 
projects including gay marriage ceremo-
nies. We are now graduating high school 
students many of whom are reading only 
at a 8th or 9th grade level. These activi-
ties, together with our cavalier attitude 
toward childhood sexual experimen-
tation, are destroying a generation of 
people. it is morally and socially wrong.

The writer to this column, Ms. 
Jeanine Vecchiarelli, asked whether 
the above conduct demonstrated an 
effort to destroy our society via the 
complete breakdown of our moral fiber. 
unfortunately for America the answer 
appears to be in the affirmative.
sal dye
New rochelle, NY

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-576-1481
Legals@WestchesterGuardian.

com

http://www.TheSteveHessTeam.com
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Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

Governmentsection

The rye city council 
met on March 30th, led 
by Mayor doug French, 
took care of tons of busi-

ness. i’m here to provide you with the 
issues of note.

The meeting kicked off with the tradi-
tional Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a 
council roll call. councilperson richard 
Filippi? check. Paula Gamache? check. 
Peter Jovanovich? check. suzanna Keith? 
check. catherine Parker? check. Joseph 
sack? check. Now that everyone is 
present and accounted for, let’s see what 
these elected officials had on the agenda 
for rye residents.

in terms of general announcements, 
councilperson sack explained that due 
to a legal mandate, street signs must now 
measure six inches in height instead of 
the normal three inches. he urged rye 
residents to visit the city Web site, where 
the old signs are on sale for about twenty 
bucks. Get them while they’re hot!

“it’s your chance to own a little piece 
of rye,” sack encouraged.

The next newsworthy mention 
included a motion to approve resident 
robert Martin as rye Fire department’s 
newest member. Approval by the council 
was unanimous.

“congratulations, Martin and thank 
you for your great service,” Mayor French 
commended.

up next were status updates of the 
city’s ongoing capital Projects. city 

Manager scott Pickup gave us the 
lowdown:
• regarding the stimulus Projects, the 
Federal highway Administration (FhA) 
conducted an audit and asked the city 
a number of questions regarding their 
findings. The council replied with their 
answers and are waiting to hear back from 
the FhA.
• The FeMA Project to study the 
Bowman upper Pond is well under way 
and looking good thus far. Most recently, 
a marine biologist carried out a successful 
study of endangered species and wildlife, 
with positive results.
• rye’s joint sluice Gate project for flood 
control is right on track. The city met 
with the Village of rye Brook along with 
project engineers and are in the process 
of putting together and inter-Municipal 
Agreement (iMA) for funding. A bid 
package is slated to take place in May and 
contractor selection by June.

“i’d like to thank Judy Myers and 
her work on this [sluice Gate] project,” 
Mayor French noted.

A number of resurfacing projects are 
well underway and available for review 
on the city Web site. Among them: the 
central Avenue Bridge, Nature center 
Bridge and intersection of Peck and 
Midland Avenues. While the latter two 
projects are still in early days, Pickup said 
that work on the central Avenue Bridge 
is “moving at the speed of light,” with the 
project set to commence by August.

Pickup noted one last issue that 
residents should be aware of – the 
department of Public Works (dPW) is 
changing its garbage collection routes in 
the city, effective April 4th.

“residents won’t see any changes, but 
are asked to put their trash out by 6:30am 
on garbage day,” he said.

Mayor French took to the mic next to 
introduce the multifaceted issues of rye 
Town Park. Among the city’s objectives 
for the park are safety and finances.

“Things are headed in the right 
direction,” French reassured the crowd. 
“however, we want to keep people on the 
same page, so we’re trying to do just that.”

French invited Paula schaefer to 
the podium to speak on the finances of 
the Park. schaefer is a member of the 
citizens Finance committee and the rye 
Town Park Advisory committee.

schaefer spoke briefly about the 
revenue side of the Park operations, 
informing the public that they had 
finished the year higher than expected in 
the september 2010 projections. On the 
expense side, errors were made in payroll 
reporting, unemployment expenses 
almost doubled and the interest expense 
that had been projected at $10,000 came 
in at $55,000.

“The reason for the increased interest 
expense is that the Town of rye funds 
capital expenditures and charges a five 
percent interest rate,” schaefer elabo-
rated. “We hadn’t taken into account the 

money paid by rye Town.”
After making her closing remarks, 

schaefer stepped out of the spotlight to 
make way for the dynamic duo presenting 
an initiative for automated parking in 
rye Town Park. dan Mathisson of the 
rye Park Advisory committee and 
Kristina Bicher of the rye Town Parking 
subcommittee explored and explained 
the options for their automation proposal.

Mathisson began the discussion 
by addressing the advantages of fully 
automated parking for rye Town Park. 
Among them are decreased staffing 
costs, added accountability and controls, 
opportunities for increased revenue (i.e. 
off-season parking fees) and accurate data 
collection that would tell the city who is 
visiting the Park, when they’re doing so 
and how much money is changing hands.

he went on to remind the audience 
and council that rye Town Park had 
issued a request for Proposals (rFP) in 
January, which sought varied designs for 
the automated parking initiative. Among 
the five responses that were received,  
three different solutions were offered. 

A pay-on-entry option was suggested 
by three vendors, a “pay and display” 
idea (like you might see at a shopping 
mall) suggested by another vendor and 
a final option of “card on entry/Pay on 
exit,” which was the brainchild of core 
cashless and won the recommendation 
of the Park’s Advisory committee.

The way the winning solution works 
is that the visitor pushes a button to enter 
the parking lot, receives a ticket and the 
gate opens for them to proceed through. 
upon exit, visitors would insert the card 

Updates and Upgrades in and by the City of Rye
By Bary Alyssa Johnson

George Weinbaum
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into a walk-up kiosk and pay with cash 
or credit card and then exit the lot within 
a twenty minute time period. The visitor 
may also opt to pay directly from within 
their car upon exit, though only with a 
credit or debit card.

A chart was shown that detailed esti-
mated savings ($82,000) and revenue 
projections ($103,000) for a total of 
$185,000 in estimated cost savings and 
revenue gains annually.

core cashless’ proposal would 
come in at an initial cost of $134,000. 
installation fees are estimated at $25,000 
to bring the price of this automated 
system between $140,000-160,000. 
Additional annual costs, including soft-
ware licensing fees and the plastic cards 
would be approximately $30,000. After 
some number crunching, estimates would 
see the system paying for itself within 1-2 
years and then generating an estimated 
$150,000 net benefit per year.

The committee has recommended 
the following timeline for implementa-
tion: issue a public bid document by April 
15th, receive bid responses by April 29th, 
select vendor by June 1st, have the rye 
Town Park commission vote on June 
14th, award the contract by June 15th and 
“go live” with the project on or around 
september 7th.

Moving right along to the next 
feature presentation of the evening was 
a discussion to endorse the “east coast 
Greenway” (ecG) route through the 
city of rye.

The ecG is a proposed 2,600-
mile, shared-use pathway that will pass 
through Westchester county to connect 
cities, towns and villages along the east 
coast from northern Maine to Key West, 
Florida. The council has been asked to 
consider a request to have the pathway 
include the city of rye. The Greenway 
has been referred to as the “urban equiva-
lent of the Appalachian Trail.”

councilperson Keith started things 
off by explaining that the ecG initia-
tive not only aides in the city’s attempts 
to increase walking and biking within the 
community, but is also something that has 
already been embraced by several neigh-
boring communities.

steven cadenhead, co-chair of the 
rye shared roadways committee came 
forth to recommend to the council 
approval of the resolution for imple-
mentation of the route through the city. 
cadenhead identified a number of things 
to point out regarding said resolution: the 
route is very flexible and can be adapted 
to be the best fit path for the community. 
Other local communities endorsing the 
ecG include Port chester, Mamaroneck, 
Larchmont, harrison, New rochelle and 
Pelham Manor. No roadway improve-
ments would be required, the only change 
is that signs would be put up designating 
the route – these signs would be made 
available to the city at no cost. it should 
also be noted that there is a tentatively 
planned celebration of the participating 
sound shore communities in rye Town 
Park on June 5th.

cadenhead went on to summarize 
the benefits of approving this resolution. 
They include: raising motorist aware-
ness of bicycles on the road, promotes 
exercise, supports non-pollution by 
ditching driving for cycling or walking 
and endorses interconnection with neigh-
boring communities, among other things.

“There are a lot of benefits for essen-
tially zero cost,” he concluded.

Legislator Judy Myers came forward 
to comment on the initiative, saying “i am 
here to second the motion for approval. 
This is long overdue and would be a 
terrific addition to our community.”

councilperson Keith then moved to 
put forward this resolution and the rest of 
the council agreed unanimously.

The council then proceeded to settle 
some minor and miscellaneous commu-
nications and reports before the meeting’s 
end. After reminding everybody that the 
city’s next council meeting is sched-
uled for April 13th, Mayor French finally 
adjourned with a bang of his gavel. Thank 
you, council!

Local resident Bary Alyssa Johnson covers 
Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye, and Rye 
Brook, as well as the evolving world of elec-
tronics and technology.

Updates and Upgrades in and by the City of Rye

This week 
county executive 
rob Astorino gave 

the second state of the 
county Address since his 

stunning victory over former county 
executive Andy spano in 2009. While 
last year’s address highlighted just how 
bad the financial health of Westchester 
county had become, this year’s address 
was cautiously optimistic. Last year 
it seemed that we were facing a $166 
million deficit. By some modest cuts, 
and attrition, the projected deficit for 
the upcoming year will be somewhere 
around $103 million. so what did the ce 
actually do to reduce the budget by $63 
million bucks? Lets take a look.

Takes have been lowered by about 2%. 
Both the administration and the Board of 
Legislators would like to take credit for 
this reduction. in a news flash to both 
sides, the average taxpayer doesn’t care 

who gets the job done, they just want to 
see the result. The county executive ran 
on a platform of no new taxes and he has 
promised us no new taxes next year as 
well. Let’s see if he can forge that path. We 
also saw the Ossining Police department 
absorbed by the county Police in the first 
step toward consolidation of services. 
This will always be a tricky subject 
given most municipalities’ weird obses-
sion with territoralism; this may serve as 
a model for future mergers. combining 
the department of Public Works and the 
department of Transportation was smart 
as well. This move preserved bus routes 
with low ridership but were preserved in 
order to serve those who work and live in 
outlying areas of the county. 

The always controversial department 
of social services absorbed a $27 million 
federal loss in Medicaid funds and was 
forced to do something that they were 

Continued on page 8

State of the County 2011
By Nancy King
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Continued from page 7
never required to do before… do more 
with less. With management scrutinizing 
every single penny, dss was able to put 
more money directly into the hands of 
clients. Although the county executive 
maintains that closing down the home-
less shelters in Westchester sends the 
message that we support permanent 
housing for those who need it, closing 
the shelter on the grounds of Westchester 
community college seemed premature. 
That was a relatively newer facility and 
it seemed that perhaps there were older 
facilities that could have been shut before 
this one. The administration also turned 
over four mental health clinics to non-
profits. While this is a substantial savings 
to the taxpayers, all you have to do is walk 
around the cities of White Plains and 
New rochelle to see the vast amount of 
mentally ill person who are nor receiving 
care. Will those same non profits reach 
out to those often marginal members 
of society.? Given the shrinking federal 
budgets that non profits heavily rely 
upon, it’s doubtful. Other controversial 

cuts were those reduced for daycare and 
privatizing inmate care at the Westchester 
Medical center.

Attracting businesses to stay in 
Westchester has also been a problem 
considering the way companies were 
taxed in the past. According to Astorino, 
business is returning to Westchester 
county as witnessed by sabra dipping 
company, and Amaki taking residence 
in Westchester. As earlier reported in 
The Westchester Guardian, dannon is 
expanding its base here in the county and 
Pepsi will be staying put in their current 
locations of somers and Purchase. Maybe 
advertising Westchester as the intellectual 
capital of the state is actually paying off?

however the elephant in the room 
continues to be cseA and their benefits. 
At this time, union members don’t pay 
anything toward their benefits. Presently, 
the only members of county government 
who are paying a percentage of their 
fringe benefits are Astorino’s manage-
ment team. The county executive 
maintains that 55% of an employee’s 
salary are those benefits. he maintains 
that in the private and public sectors most 
people are contributing between 29% and 

34% of their salaries for benefits. 
After attending the union rally earlier 

this month and watching what has 
unfolded in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
Ohio, unions may be pressured to begin 
making some concessions in order to save 
the jobs of their respective membership. 
Though i am not an expert on union 
contract negotiations, and having grown 
up in a union household, i begrudgingly 
agree with the county executive that 
there must be some contribution from the 
union. At this point a 10% to 15% contri-
butions may be an act of good faith by 
the union to perhaps move the conversa-
tion between these two side further along 
toward accommodation and possible 
resolution. These are difficult times, and 
not just in Westchester county. 

There has been conjecture that the 
Astorino administration are consid-
ering busting the union though there 
is no corroborating evidence to suggest 
the “talk.” The Astorino Administration 
professes their interest is focused on 
nurturing dialogue. The 9th floor must 
keep in mind that the average cash salary 
of a county employee ranges between 
$34,500, and $85,000. 

The county Board of Legislators 
kept their twitter accounts burning 
throughout the address. it seems that 
they didn’t feel the pride in Watson, our 
Jeopardy winning computer, and of course 
there was a fair amount of zinging on any 
other topics that the ce was discussing. 

Yeah… we get it. he’s a republican, 
conservative and the supermajority is 
democratic. do the sarcastic comments 
of many of those tweets mean that never 
the twain shall meet? Let’s hope not.

This administration has been far 
from perfect and The Westchester Guardian 
has noy had a problem critiquing their 
mistakes. The administration was elected 
by the vox populi who felt that there was 
a need for change. each side has tried. 
There have been failures, successes and 
some whose outcomes outcomes are 
yet to be deduces one way or the other. 
Westchester county can claim a grade of 
c+, or B- for this year. Neither good nor 
bad; leaving room for improvement.

Nancy King resides in Greenburgh, New 
York. She is an investigative reporter for The 
Westchester Guardian.

State of the County 2011

Welcome to another 
edition of “News & 
Notes from Northern 
Westchester,” where we 

take a look at the happenings up here in 
the northern part of the county…

here’s something i almost never do…
pop out of bed early on a saturday morning 
in April and go for a 5K run…well nearly 
300 folks did just that in Bedford hills 
as they participated in the second annual 
run for the hills race.  After the race 
a community billboard was unveiled at 
depot Plaza where residents will be able 
to see all the great events being planned in 
Bedford hills.

As John Belushi from “saturday Night 
Live” once said, “No coke…Pepsi.”  Well, 
the good news is that the Pepsi Beverages 
company is staying in somers and have 
signed a lease extension through 2015.

Good luck to Patricia Taylor as she has 
been appointed the new principal at rye 
high school, and also to Lyn McKay as she 
was chosen as the next superintendent for 
the chappaqua central school district.

My wife and i had a blast last weekend 
as we attended Fox Lane’s annual Lip 
synch concert at the high school which 
benefits the foreign language department’s 
scholarship fund.  The event was sold out 
as usual and we actually had to wait in line. 
At one point i thought we were going to a 
Who concert! 

in community center of Northern 
Westchester news…Thomas Fischetti, a 
senior at John Jay high school, organized 
a series of food drives over five months that 
collected more than 2,000 pounds of food 
for center clients as his eagle scout project. 
Thanks Tom and congratulations on earning 
scouting’s highest honor, eagle scout! 

check your closets…the community 
center of Northern Westchester is 
collecting formal attire (dresses, shoes, 
accessories, men’s wear) for students who 
may not be able to afford new formal wear. 
Your donation could mean a memorable 
prom for a deserving student.  Please tell 
the donations volunteer at 914-232-6572 
that your clothes are intended for the Prom 
clothes closet. 

According to my sources,(that being a 
few friends and my wife who were on hand 
to help out) the 6th annual wine tasting 
sponsored by the chappaqua rotary 
with wines provided by hilltop Wines in 

chappaqua was a huge success. This year 
the rotarians raised funds to benefit the 
chappaqua Volunteer Ambulance corp.  
The folks attending were in good hands as 
my wife and friends certainly know how to 
pour the vino.

did you know that April is National 
Poetry Month, and if you’re a poet and 
you don’t know it…i couldn’t help myself.  
The Friends of the Bedford Library will 
be holding their annual Poetry contest.  
deadline for entries is April 30th.

here’s a fun event…the Lions clubs 
of Armonk, Bedford hills, Bedford

Village, Mount Kisco and Pound 
ridge will host a spaghetti dinner and 
dance on April 16 at the American Legion 
hall in Mount Kisco.  Good food and then 
you can dance the dinner and night away…
call ray at 234-2265 for more information. 

An old friend of ours, dr. Pete (Peter 
richel) was one of the doctors participating 
at the Northern Westchester hospital’s 
annual Teddy Bear clinic.  it was an event 
where parents and their children could 

bring their favorite stuffed animal to get a 
check up and learn that doctors’ offices and 
emergency rooms don’t have to be scary.  
Great concept and a lot of fun was had by 
all.

The 2011 Winemakers challenge 
which supports the Thornwood Lions 
club will be held on April 16.  Personally 
speaking i’m more of a wine taster than 
maker…for more information please call 
914-769-4555. 

Time to finally clear out all of that 
garage and basement clutter…it is 
time to gear up for the Bedford Village 
chowder and Marching club annual 
spring cleanup, being held on April 
29 and 30th…call 234-0084 for more 
information.

This story has nothing to do with 
my rolling gutter balls and overall poor 
bowling skills, but a popular recreation 
spot many years ago the Armonk Bowl 
building was recently demolished…

Westchester county crime stoppers 
is back in business, tipsters can call a toll 
free hotline 800-898-8477 to give infor-
mation about crimes…

That will wrap it up for this edition of 
“News & Notes.”

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By Mark Jeffers
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Village finances were 
not greatly affected by 
the recent passage of the 
state budget in terms of 

direct financial aid. Last year, we received 
only $66,034 in direct funding and this 
number was reduced by 2% to $64, 600 in 
the new budget.

Perhaps never depending on state 
money makes weathering this economic 
storm more predictable because funds 
from Albany have always amounted to a 
minute portion of the Village budget. 

Our state Transportation department 
(chiPs) money, which we use for road 

repair, remained flat in the new budget 
and we were pleased with this outcome. 
The $99,988.14 will be used this spring 
to repair road conditions exacerbated by 
the difficult winter. These two programs 
are the only sources of direct state aid to 
the Village government.

There are several other initiatives of 
a non-monetary nature that could impact 
the Village positively. The new budget 
allows for the establishment of regional 
economic councils that will be comprised 
of local businesses, community members, 
academia, labor and state government. 
These councils will be responsible for 
developing a long term economic plan 
tailored to each particular region and 
hopefully making our county more busi-
ness friendly.

Continued on page 10

 THE FEINER REPORT

On Wednesday, April 
27, 2011, from Noon to 
7:30pm at Greenburgh 
Town hall, 177 hillside 
Avenue, Greenburgh, NY, 

a fund raising event to support the Japan 
earthquake relief Fund will be held in the 
lobby of Town hall.  Live music and enter-
tainment will be provided by local talented 
musicians and singers.  All performing 
artists are donating their time and talent 
to help raise funds to support relief and 
recovery for individuals and families 
impacted by the  Tōhoku earthquake and 
tsunami that struck Japan on March 11, 
2011.  The Japan earthquake relief Fund 
was established by the Japan society, to 
specifically target affected people in Japan.   
donations (cash or check) given during 
the April 27th event will go directly to the 
Japan society. 

confirmed performing artists are 
from around our Town of Greenburgh 
and Westchester county.  They include 
the following:  ruth streiss and the 
Magic Lantern show; Valerie Girard 
and Lawrence Munday; Julie corbalis, 
Jules and the Family; david Kain, Gary 
Meglino (G. Louis); Yayoi sakaki, Bill 
Galanin; Jan Leder, Billy sudderth with 
Adazeke-Lynn Beville, image Magicians; 
Jazz elite and david Kain. 

Openings are still available performing 

artists. This is a major and significant 
event in the Town of Greenburgh and 
we invite your participation as a musician 
/ performing artist.  Music genres – jazz, 
classical, blues, rhythm and blues, blue-
grass, folk, gospel, spiritual, rock, etc. –  are 
welcome.   To participate in this impor-
tant event, please contact Judith Beville, 
Greenburgh Town clerk, at 914-993-
1504.  Last year we organized a similar 
fundraiser to help the victims of the haiti 
earthquake. That event generated about 
$3,000 for the haitian earthquake victims. 
Funds were donated to AFYA, a Yonkers 
based organization.

An inspiring Anti Bullying initiative 
in irvington--one Of Greenburgh’s 
Villages

On March 28th i attended a very 
inspiring meeting at the irvington Town 
hall Theater --sponsored by the irvington 
diversity Task Force. This Task Force, 
headed by Michael Zeldes, is working hard 
to come up with an anti bullying plan. The 
irvington diversity Task Force is ahead of 
most school districts. Beginning in 2012 
all schools must have an anti bullying plan. 
The irvington approach, in my opinion, 
could be a model for all districts.

At the meeting attendees saw a student 
made movie about how bullying and bias 
can impact one’s lives. it’s a powerful docu-
mentary. high school and middle school 

students and faculty are interviewed.“
The irvington diversity Task Force 

is comprised of school administrators, 
students, parents, the police and village offi-
cials. They meet regularly. An independent, 
non profit organization has been formed 
(the irvington diversity Foundation) to 
pay for interesting speakers, staff devel-
opment and anti bullying initiatives. For 
more info e mail info@irvingtonf.org. 

hastings chamber Of commerce is 
Amazing!  hastings is Another Village in 
Greenburgh.

The hastings on hudson chamber of 
commerce, headed by carl carvalho, is 
doing an amazing job helping businesses 
in their charming village succeed.  They 
started a speakers series--the first featuring 
hastings resident Paul Blum. Paul is 
currently Vice President of Kenneth cole 
Productions and was formerly ceO of 
david Yurman Jewelry. he provided busi-
nesses with tips on how to make it in this 
economy and how to succcessfully use 
social media. 

The hastings on hudson chamber of 
commerce also offers its members access 
to group health insurance! unlike an 
employer-based plan, where an employee 
usually has only one plan to choose from, 
they are offering a variety of policies from 
which to choose!

having group health insurance policies 
available to chamber members is a very 
big deal, considering how many people are 
without coverage. The policies are avail-
able to businesses and working individuals 
in New York state, not only to residents 
of hastings. The hastings chamber of 
commerce is also working with local offi-
cials on the successful First Friday program. 
The first Friday of the month features free 
outdoor entertainment, music and inter-
esting programs from 5:30 PM into the 
evening. The goal: to make hastings down-
town a destination location for shoppers, 
visitors, the community. The First Night 
events are lots of fun and very creative.

The hastings chamber is becoming 
a model for local business groups. carl 
carvalho is President of the chamber and 
can be reached at carl@hohchamber.com

Paul Feiner is Greenburgh Town Supervisor

A Town Hall Fundraiser for the Victims of the Japanese Earthquake
By Paul Feiner

Village Finances
By Mary C. Marvin

 MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN  GOVERNMENT
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A fund was also established to cover 

costs to encourage local government effi-
ciency, functional consolidations and shared 
or cooperative services. The maximum 
grant award for a project is $200,000 per 
municipality and we plan to explore possible 
economies of scale with our neighbors in 
eastchester and Tuckahoe. 

As an interesting aside, this budget 
assumes, for the first time, a revenue 
stream projected at $130 million from the 
enforcement of the collection of sales tax 
on cigarettes purchased on indian-owned 
lands.

From the Village’s perspective, what 
was significant about the budget was what 
it did not contain. The reforms needed to 
stop the unsustainable state mandates on 
municipalities were completely absent in 
this budget. so despite no increase in taxes, 
there is nothing to stem the real cost drivers 
that cause all municipalities either to raise 

taxes or further cut essential services. 
There was no action on pension reform 

despite the universal call for action by state 
mayors. As illustration, the Village will pay 
$1,033,394 towards the state’s pension 
fund, up 30% from last year and trans-
lating into 13% of your Village tax bill. civil 
service rules that place a strangle hold on 
hiring also remain unchanged. For example, 
when seeking to hire a police officer, a 
municipality cannot hire the officer they 
may want until the top three scorers on a 
written exam are hired. As a result, it can 
literally take a year before a desired officer 
can be hired as municipalities wait for the 
first three applicants to be hired and/or 
remove themselves from the list. The police 
test also encompasses nothing but written 
responses and does not evaluate character or 
suitability to a community. 

The MTA payroll tax was not repealed 
which is a burden on every small business 
and local government in the MTA service 
area in New York. small business owners 
such as your local barber must pay a fixed 

percentage for every employee to cover 
MTA overruns. in contrast, businesses and 
municipalities in connecticut and New 
Jersey whose residents use the MTA system 
pay nothing. Not only is this a bookkeeping 
nightmare, but it was enacted without first 
forcing the MTA to make administrative 
cuts. 

The Wicks Law, which adds 20% - 30% 
to every construction project cost initi-
ated by municipalities and school districts, 
was not amended. At a time when capital 
construction and repairs to aging build-
ings should be encouraged, the Wick’s Law 
remains a major disincentive.

The Triborough Amendment, a section 
of state labor law, which would have evened 
the playing field at the bargaining table 
between teacher and municipal unions and 
school districts and municipalities, was not 
modified or repealed. This amendment 
takes on great importance during times of 
economic hardship such as present day. if the 
two parties, union and management, cannot 
reach agreement in contract negotiations, 

the terms of the expired agreement remain 
in effect, often acting as a disincentive for 
reaching a new agreement. As an example, 
if union members currently receive 100% in 
health care benefits, why would their nego-
tiators rush to make a deal in the current 
economic climate when everyone else in 
business is being required to make employee 
contributions to their health care plans?

The annual state budget is important to 
local governments for a variety of reasons. in 
many ways, rules and regulations imposed 
on local governments by the state can be 
more important factors for budget plan-
ning and operations than the actual amount 
of state financial aid. The state budget 
is completed but the state Legislature 
will continue to make new laws regarding 
mandates for the next several weeks. We 
will continue to monitor legislative activity 
and do what we must to protect the best 
interest of our Village government.

Mary C. Marvin is the Mayor of the Village 
of Bronxville.

Village Finances

 MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN  GOVERNMENT

 THE MAYOR’S DESK

On Monday, a resident 
came in to see me, to ask 
why i, as mayor, just didn’t 
do “X, ” that the action 

involved was just costing us money, and it 
should be stopped. After a fairly lengthy 
discussion of the reasons, he said that he had 
not understood that the Mayor didn’t have 
absolute powers. 

i have been asked why i don’t act as Gov. 
christie does, why i don’t impose changes 
on the unions, why i don’t take this action or 
that action. so i thought i would explain to 
you how government operates in harrison, 
what authority the mayor has, and what is 
reserved to the full town board. 

The mayor runs the day to day opera-
tions of the town, working with the 
department heads. Once the annual budget 
is adopted, the mayor oversees those expen-
ditures. As with any organization, there are 
daily decisions, adjustments to be made, 
problems that arise and need to be resolved. 
Most of these i, as mayor, can and do 
resolve, again working with our department 
heads. There are also meetings with people 
who want to relocate their business here, or 
create a subdivision, or other actions which 
would have an impact on our quality of life 

or real estate taxes. each has to be evalu-
ated and encouraged, or discouraged. it 
does make my days interesting. 

On an annual basis, i start working 
with the comptroller and other depart-
ment heads during the summer to prepare 

the budget for the following year. it may 
not be adopted until december, but there is 
a great deal of hard work that goes into it 
before it is presented to the full town board. 
i am proud to say that the employees have 
worked with us to bring down our expenses, 
and we have succeeded in that effort. if it 
were not for mandated expenses, our 2011 
budget would have been flat – without any 
tax increase. 

There are powers that, by law, the mayor 
does not have. Those powers are reserved to 
the full town board. At town board meet-
ings, the mayor presides, but each member 
has equal voting power. One person, one 
vote. We have twice-monthly meetings to 
discuss matters, and approve or disapprove 
them. Generally, the vote is unanimous, 
but there are disagreements. Then, the 
majority rules. Our meetings are broadcast 
live on channel 75, and repeated at noon, 6 
p.m. and 10 p.m. every day until the next 
meeting. 

if you look at the Agenda for those 
meetings — they are posted on the town’s 
website and on channel 75 — you will see, 
among other actions, that all appointments 
– hirings – are approved by the full board, 

also certain expenditures, even if included in 
the budget, and all contracts. There are also 
public hearings – usually special exception 
use permits, generally after the applicant has 
been before the planning board and received 
approval there.

The board votes on each agenda item, 
which then is written up by the town 
clerk as a resolution, and those resolutions 
become the permanent record of the actions 
of the board – they become our history. We 
have a complete set of these resolutions 
dating back to the 1920’s, but there is also a 
record book from civil War times. 

There are also powers that even the full 
town board does not have. One of those is to 
change the terms of union contracts. These 
can only be changed though negotiations. 

There have been actions taken by 
governors in other states to unilater-
ally eliminate some provisions of union 
contracts. here, changes can only come 
through negotiations. 

i hope that you now have a clearer 
understanding to the division of powers in 
local government. Obviously, this is the five-
minute version, but it is all clearly laid out in 
NYs law. And, it works. harrison is a great 
place! 

What happens in Albany, does Affect 
us

A case in point is the governor’s budget. 
everyone agreed that there had to be cuts 
in order to bring down the deficit. cuts 

for education have received the most press, 
but there is one item that has not been 
mentioned but will directly affect some of 
our residents. i refer to the sTAr exemp-
tion. Previously, every homeowner was 
eligible for this exemption, and those who 
could prove their income was below a 
certain level received a greater exemption. 
under the current state budget, those with 
incomes over a certain level will no longer 
be eligible for any such exemption. 

The state sent to the assessor a list of 
such residents in harrison. copies of the 
state’s notification have been mailed by us 
to these residents. (They saved the postage.) 

Letters were also sent to certain resi-
dents whose income the state could not 
determine from their tax returns. i strongly 
urge those residents to contact our assessor’s 
office at 670-3060, in accordance with the 
directions in the state’s letter. 

These letters are not a scam, they have 
nothing to do with the recent theft of e-mail 
addresses. They are real letters from New 
York state, but affect only certain residents. 

NOTe: This change in the “star” 
exemption does not affect most residents. if 
you did not receive a letter, then you are not 
affected. 

Joan Walsh is the Mayor/Supervisor of 
Harrison.

What’s a Mayor to Do?
By Joan Walsh
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TheYonkers Downtown BID’s  
SUNRISE SEMINARS 
                               You’re invited! 

 

In these challenging times, join us for a series of FREE seminars for business owners and 
merchants.  These one hour sessions are designed to provide practical tips and guidance on 

topics like Marketing, Finance, Merchandising, and Environmental Sustainability.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Time: All Sunrise Seminars start at 8:00 AM 

Location: Yonkers Riverfront Library, One Larkin Center, Yonkers 
 
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Yonkers Downtown Waterfront Business Improvement District 
4 Hudson Street - Yonkers, NY  10701 - (914) 969-6660 - www.YonkersDowntown.com  

 
Wednesday, April 20th 

 

CRM 
Attracting & Retaining Your 

Customers 

 
Wednesday, April 27th 

 

Technology Management  
for Small Business 

ADMISSION FREE AND  
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Refreshments Served 
To RSVP and/or for more information: 914.969.6660 or 

email info@yonkersdowntown.com 
 

 GOVERNMENT

Direct Hard Money 
Lender

T. 914.632.1243  •  Mon.-Fri. 10AM-6PM

14% Interest
1 Year Bridge Loans

$20,000-$1 Million
Secured by Real Estate
Immediate Answer 
Closing in 7 Days

Call G. Morales
914.632.1243

Senator Stewart-Cousins Unveils Mandate Relief Package
        Bills Aim to Provide Cost-Savings to Local Governments and Taxpayers

http://www.yonkersdowntown.com
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Lauren, 10, reminds 
Albany it’s time to retore 
hope and pass a driver’s 
license donor option law

ALBANY, NY - 
Lauren shields is only ten-years-old. 
While most youngsters her age were 
visiting the capitol this past Tuesday on 
school-sponsored outings, Lauren was 
on another mission - to save lives. she 
visited Albany to support legislation called 
“Lauren’s Law” that would require driver’s 
license applicants to answer whether or 
not they want to become an organ donor 
-- either “yes or “not at this time.”

Lauren’s Law was on the agenda 
in the senate standing committee on 
Transportation. Lauren wasn’t taking any 
chances and she has stats that back her up.

in New York, more than 9,300 people 
are on the state’s organ donation waiting 
list. But just 11 percent - 427,562 people 
- of the 3.8 million New Yorkers who 
received driver’s licences and non-driver 
id’s in 2009 signed up as organ donors, 
a 2010 report from the donate Life for 
America found. That places New York 
last among the 25 states that were able to 
report data. 

The stony Point youngster was age 
seven when a virus crippled her heart by 
developing into a degenerative disease. 
her health was fading rapidly. Two weeks 
after being placed on cardiac and respira-
tory life support, she received a donor heart 
in March of 2009.

exclusive to the Westchester 
Guardian, we captured an exclusive inter-
view with Lauren and her family on March 
6, 2011 in an attempt to do our part to 
assist young Lauren. The video may be 
viewed here: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_hPik_sMJwQ

We were invited to join Lauren in her 
Albany visit in hopes of continuing our 
coverage. We gladly accepted. We are now 
producing a second exclusive video.

Lauren arrived in the capitol at 8:45 
AM and for each minute, minus a twenty-
minute lunch break, she carried herself 
wonderfully, not only speaking with an 
eloquence that would be envied by legis-
lators four times her age, but her visit set 
the tone on what the expectations are by 
Albany from this little girl.

she showed no signs of fatigue, paid brief 
attention to the historic aspects of the capitol, 
but knew she was in town for business.

Lauren had exclusive meetings with 
Lt. Gov. robert duffy, senate Majority 
Leader dean skelos, Assembly speaker 
sheldon silver, senate Minority Leader 
John sampson, stopped legislators in hall-
ways, elevators, and even pulled in staffers 
when officials were not available. she 
was escorted each step of the way by sen. 
david carlucci (d-clarkstown), prime 
sponsor of Lauren’s Law. she appeared in 
a series of radio and cable show interviews, 
and Lauren even held her very own press 
conference attended by every single press 
outlet covering news in Albany.

“Two years ago, i was clinging to life, 
not knowing what the next day would 
bring, desperately hoping to live another 
day,” said Lauren. “i was one of the lucky 
one’s. i received a heart transplant. it has 
not been an easy journey, but i’m grateful 
that i’m alive.

“Make no mistake about it, the reason 
why i’m here is not because of Lauren. i’m 
here because i know that JoAnne who lives 
in Buffalo, who’s also only ten-years-old, 
may not live unless she finds a liver. An 
infant named Amy who lives in syracuse is 
holding onto each breath in hopes that she 
can get the kidney she needs. in Albany, 
samuel, who’s a father of two children 
is losing all hope on finding a heart and 
worries for his family, and in Long island, 
Brittany spends most of her day crying 
because of the suffering she must endure 

only because no matchable organ has been 
made available to her after five years of 
waiting.

“i’m visiting Albany today to ask for 
your support on saving lives,” continued 
Lauren. “Today, the senate standing 
committee on Transportation has an 
opportunity to take the very first step by 
voting Lauren’s Law out of committee. 
doing so will set a refreshing tone of 
hope for so many people who are suffering 
and living in dispair. it demonstrates that 
Albany is willing to listen to comprehen-
sive life saving solutions, even if they come 
from a ten-year-old child.”

At 1:00 PM, and after a barrage of 
media attention, the senate standing 
committee on Transportation passed 
the bill which now moves to the full 
floor of the senate for a vote. see 
video here: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2uk6Oj3YdNg

When asked what she plans on doing 
next, Lauren said, “Time for the NYs 
Assembly to move the bill. i’ll be back 
soon.” 

For full coverage of Lauren’s press 
conference, visit here: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=2uk6Oj3YdNg

Share your thoughts with me by directing 
email to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

Little Girl, Huge Message for Albany
By Carlos Gonzalez

The Town Board of 
the Town of Mamaroneck 
met in the Town center 
on April 6th for an infor-

mational and even enjoyable Board meeting. 
Led by Town supervisor Valerie O’Keefe, 
the meeting was short, sweet, and thorough. 
Good things do indeed come in threes.

After an initial, private executive 
session Board members reconvened at 
the head of the Town court room as 
LMc-TV cameras rolled. The first of the 
night’s business was comprised by two 
separate Public hearings to amend parts of 
various chapters in the Town code.

The first hearing sought to consider 
the adoption of a local law dubbed “Amend 
chapter 95 – erosion & sediment 

control” Law. This would 
be an attempt to make 
a conscious effort to 
“conform” Town erosion 
and sediment laws to 
the requirements of New 
York state law.

“The problem is [that] we’re using laws 
developed by the Town over many years,” 
Town Attorney William Maker explained. 
“We now have to maintain Town rules 
without breaking state and county laws. 
The differentiation in statutes is minor 
versus major.”

The amendment is designed to repeal 
the current Mamaroneck law and replace 
it with a variance of the law as required by 
the state of New York. The essence of the 

issue should be simple enough, regardless of 
the lengthy and complex nature of Town 

code chapter 95.
The new law being proposed 

would safeguard residents and 
their property, while preventing 
environmental damage and 
promoting public welfare. This 
would be made possible by 
guiding, regulating and control-
ling the design and construction, 
use and maintenance of any 
development activity that may 
disturb or break topsoil or “result 
in the movement of earth on 

land situated in the Town of Mamaroneck,” 
according to the legal document.

After some debate and discussion across 
the Board, it was decided that the only 
option available is to conform. A motion 
was made to adopt this newly amended law, 
that motion was seconded and a survey of 
the Board resulted in a unanimous decision 
to pass it. hearing #1 was then closed.

The 2nd Public hearing was opened 
following quickly on the tail of its 

predecessor. This hearing was to consider 
adopting a new local law regarding an 
amendment to the current chapter 231 of 
the Town code – Water restrictions.

“This [amendment] would allow the 
supervisor to limit the use of water during 
certain parts of the day, as it calls for,” 
Administrator stephen Altieri stated. “such 
would be the case for water emergencies or 
related situations.”

“The supervisor’s power is not reduced, 
it’s enhanced because it’s not limited by 
drought situations anymore,” Maker 
remarked.

Continued on page 13

Town of Mamaroneck Board Meeting
Educational AND Enjoyable!

By Bary Alyssa Johnson

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HPIk_sMJwQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HPIk_sMJwQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Uk6Oj3YdNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Uk6Oj3YdNg
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Uk6Oj3YdNg
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Uk6Oj3YdNg
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 BATTLING INJUSTICE

Continued from page 12
The original section 231-1 of the 

Town code is focused solely on drought 
situations. The amended section goes on to 
include “local problems such as low water 
pressure…in limited areas…that may over 
tax [only] those limited areas.”

“it assumes sufficient water pressure in 
all areas,” O’Keefe countered. “Typically it’s 
only a problem in the summertime when 
people are sprinkling their lawn.”

The new law grants the Town 
supervisor authority, if warranted, to impose 
restrictions on portions of the unincorpo-
rated areas of the Town in situations where 
Town-wide restrictions are not necessary,” 
according to the relevant document.

This would simultaneously ensure 
Town residents access to water even in 
emergency drought situations while also 
addressing water pressure issues - whether 
due to seasonal overuse of water or broken 
water pipes – and would grant O’Keefe 
broad discretion in those matters.

The Public hearing was finally called 
to a close and a motion to amend said legal 
chapter was seconded. A tally of the Board 
member votes led to a unanimous passage 
of the updated water restriction laws.

Following water on the agenda was 
fire – as in business of the Town Fire 
department. After reviewing expenses 
by the department, a report of Bids was 
discussed regarding contract “TA-11-07 
Furnishing Fire hose.”

On March 30th, the Town publicly 
read bids for said contract which sought to 
purchase several different sized hoses for 
use by the Fire department, along with any 
accompanying accessories. 

Bids for this two-year contract 

were received by two companies. AAA 
emergency supply of White Plains, 
New York came in with the lowest bid. 
The company’s price quotes came in at 
$8,844.00 for 2011 and $8,699.00 for 2012, 
for a grand total of $17,543.00.

“This is a bid we open every year to 
replace the fire hose and it’s all in the budget 
already,” Altieri told the Board.

A motion to accept the bid was made 
and seconded and led to another unani-
mous Board decision. 

Next order of business: to set a Public 
hearing to amend a special permit issued 
to a company contracted to construct 149 
residential units on Madison Avenue. 
The company in question, Byron Place 
Associates, had made promise to submit 
construction drawings for said project by 
mid-April. 

Byron Place Associates has informed 
the Town that due to financing problems 
in this tough economic climate, they will 
require an extension for submission of the 
construction drawings to August 1st.

The Board seemed to empathize with 
these contractors and they decided to set 
a Public hearing for April 20th to discuss 
the issue further. Mamaroneck residents 
can rely on the Westchester Guardian for 
updates and information on the situation as 
they occur.

Next up: request for & report of 
Proposals to price the demolition, removal 
and replacement of the stone stairwell at the 
west end of the Town center building. This 
outdated structure has deteriorated to the 
point of being hazardous and unusable to 
building visitors.

The Town received only one proposal 
for this job. it came from Acocella 

contracting of scarsdale, New York with a 
price tag of $29,750.00.

“Acocella has done a fair amount of 
work in our Town and we’re always pleased 
with it,” Altieri said. “so, i recommend we 
accept their proposal.”

The Board concurred, a motion to 
accept the bid was put forward and one 
more unanimous decision was added to the 
night’s count.

On a related note, the next agenda item 
was to authorize a Bond resolution for the 
evaluation and necessary reconstruction 
of the Town center building. The Bond 
is for $130,000.00 and will cover payment 
for evaluating and fixing the entirety of the 
building, as well as reconstruction of the 
previously mentioned stairway.

“We renovated this building in 1984 
and since then there have been changes in 
the use of the center,” Altieri said. “We 
now need changes in heating and air condi-
tioning, the roof needs to be replaced, the 
retaining walls are deteriorating in the rear 
of the building…there are major compo-
nents that need to be looked at.”

Altieri also noted that any leftover 
money from the Bond could be used to make 
future improvements to the building as well. 
Motion to authorize said Bond resolution 
was seconded, voted on and passed with 
quickness. unanimous, of course.

And that brings a close to the busi-
ness portion of the evening. There are just 
a few community announcements that you 
Mamaroneck residents may want to hear 
about and then it’s a wrap.

First up, renee Morrison of the 
Larchmont Gardens civic Association 
came forward to invite the Board and 
general public to two upcoming events. 
May 23rd at 7:00pm is the Association’s 
Annual Meeting – an event that should 
prove to be exhilarating. On May 21st from 
1:00-4:00pm is the group’s spring Fling. 
Feel free to bring your friends and family for 
what’s sure to be a great time as well!

second to speak, councilmember 
Phyllis Wittner informed the audience of 
Mamaroneck’s upcoming Memorial day 
Parade on Monday May 30th. Marchers 
will meet at Mamaroneck Avenue school 
for formation at 4:30pm and the parade is 
scheduled to start at 5:00 sharp.

Lastly, councilmember Nancy seligson 
sold us on the Town’s 350th Anniversary 
celebration, which is slated to go down on 
september 17th and is scheduled to run for 
two full days of festivities.

“it’s glorious history on day one and a 
parade on day two,” seligson sang.

so there you have it, Mamaroneck…
until we meet again.

Town of Mamaroneck Board Meeting

steadfast and calm, 
darrell davis stands in front 
of the Peekskill common 
council and intones a 
message that has been his 

mantra for the past 30 years: treat African 
Americans fairly, or we will retaliate.

Over the last year, issues of racism, 
discrimination and unfair employment 
practices have repeatedly brought davis 
and several Westchester residents to the 
town hall podium decrying the unfair 
treatment of black city employees, illegal 

and scandalous activities by the public 
housing director, and the city’s alleged 
redaction of free speech.

davis initially reached out to Peekskill 
administrators including Mayor Mary 
Foster, Public housing director harold 
Phipps, various council members and the 
local clergy for a constructive dialogue to 
ease tensions. After vague appeasements, 
davis says the issues remained. The city’s 
defensive posturing has fed the ire of many 
Peekskill blacks 

Continued on page 14

Darrell Davis Holds the Line
By Abby Luby
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Continued from page 13

it’s a fight that keeps replaying itself.
some 15 years ago davis organized 

a boycott of Peekskill businesses whose 
owners allegedly hired guards armed with 
attack dogs to chase black youth from the 
Peekskill shopping center and off the 
streets. The sting of using attack dogs 
has painful historical references. in the 
1964 Birmingham civil rights demonstra-
tions sheriff Bull connor ordered police 
with attack dogs to target marching black 
kids. in the 1950’s when the Levittown 
housing development opened on Long 
island, whites with shotguns and attack 
dogs stopped any blacks from the highway 
exit that accessed the apartment complex. 
More recently in the 1980’s, Boston whites 
prevented blacks from using the beach 
area by patrolling with attack dogs. The 
Ku Klux Klan was known to throw blacks 
into a dog fighting pit with pit bulls at their 
fund raisers.

But this was 1995 in Peekskill. davis 
tried to explain to Peekskill businesses and 
city officials the horrific significance of attack 
dogs, and asked to have them called off.

“They wouldn’t do it. so we boycotted 
the local business and three days later we had 
a couple of hundred people out there. Three 
days after that they got rid of the dogs.”

it was a pivotal moment for davis who 
saw that the time was ripe to organize the 
committee for Justice. Today cFJ is one 
of the few ‘go-to’ groups for Westchester 
blacks, the poor and underprivileged.

davis, 51, has learned from his friend 
and mentor, reverend Al sharpton and 
is guided by Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Mahatma Gandhi, Malcolm X, and John 
F. Kennedy. Lessons from the 1960‘s civil 
rights movement informs davis to act on 

injustices by first reaching out to policy 
makers, to sit down, and peacefully right 
the wrongs.

As a native of Peekskill, davis grew up 
with his finger on the pulse of the black 
community. At the age of 24 he became 
the chairman of the Peekskill housing 
Authority, which oversees public housing 
at Bohlmann Towers.  A few years later 
he organized tenant associations for both 
Bohlmann and dunbar heights apart-
ments. he  appealed to then Peekskill 
Mayor, George Pataki, to rectify deleterious 
conditions; a move that garnered davis 
an appointment to housing Authority 
commissioner by Pataki. he was petitions 
chairman for presidential candidate Jesse 
Jackson and has been rally organizer and 
point man in various political campaigns.

Although davis has seen his popu-
larity and political connections grow, he 
has never sought public office. “i’ve never 
had a political agenda other than bettering 
our community,” he says.

AJuxtaposed to him, aspiring politi-
cians have sought davis’ endorsement, 
urging him to show up at rallies flanked 
with blacks at his side. he helped launched 
the political career of Peekskill deputy 

city Mayor don Bennett, the only black 
on the city council.

“When i founded the African 
American culture society, i appointed 
don to head it up. i got him to appear at 
“rap against crack,” and i would give him 
10 minutes on my radio show.”

But Bennett has been mute over the 
latest issues, says davis, who has seen 
other politicians dance the dance of prom-
ises at election time but once elected, take 
a back seat on the issues. With the current 
racial controversy in Peekskill still unre-
solved, davis continues to get the cold 
shoulder from Bennett, Foster, and Phipps. 
since davis is currently a resident of Mt. 
Vernon, New York, Foster has labeled him 
an “outside agitator.”

“it’s the city’s only defense,” asserts 
davis. “it’s a big stretch to call me an 
outside agitator. i was born and bred in 
Peekskill. My children and my family still 
live here.”

The clergy also turned their backs.     
“A year ago, before i went public with 

these problems, i went to the Peekskill 
Pastor’s Association, a group i’ve always 
worked with. They refused to put me on 
the agenda at their monthly meeting; they 
didn’t even want to hear what i was asking 
them to do.  so many of the clergy are 
doing business with the mayor and they 
are on the other side of the table.”

it pushed davis to hold the line.
repeatedly, with a contingent of vocal 

supporters, davis stodgily appears at council 
meetings, leads a reading of the 14th amend-
ment en masse, stands in silence at the 
podium illustrating the council’s passivity 
for dealing with racism, and speaks over the 
allotted three-minute time slot (it used to 
be two time slots) during public comment. 
Foster has called the police several times. 
Meetings have been stopped. 

About eight years ago davis hit rock 
bottom. he lived on the edge, neglecting 
his health in lieu of being “on call” to help 
people of color. One night davis stopped 
breathing, collapsed and ended up in 
the hospital for 10 days with high blood 
pressure, an enlarged heart and damaged 
kidneys. Over-medication caused a fright-
ening bout of blindness and the near death 
experience was a wake up call.

“Things flashed before my eyes that 
told me my work wasn’t done here. i knew 
i needed to get my act together.”

When he got out of the hospital, he 
was unable to work. With no income, he 
got evicted.  “i was homeless, didn’t have 
money for my medication.  i was living off 
of peanut butter and bread and all the time 
people didn’t know it. i was still speaking 
at meetings, folks were still bringing their 
problems to me.”

he began to focus on what could most 
help Westchester blacks and poor. he 
started to connect to the internet, devel-
oped a strong cyber presence and ventured 
into internet marketing. he sees the cyber 
world as an empowering tool.

“There are two things African 
Americans don’t do. We don’t work on 
personal development enough and we 
don’t leverage the power of the internet.”

davis says his blog, “required 
reading” (http://darrelldavis.wordpress.
com/) is geared to help African Americans 
and the poor. 

“in a year i want to have taught a lot 
of people the power of the internet – how 
to get educated and learn how to make 
money.”

Abby Luby is a Westchester County based 
freelance journalist who writes about current, 
local news, environmental issues, art enter-
tainment and food.

Darrell Davis Holds the Line
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First published 
April 8, 2011, by 
FrontPageMagazine.
com and republished with 
express permission by the 

author: http://www.meforum.org/2872/
koran-christian-persecution

The now infamous Koran burning 
by Florida pastor Terry Jones has 
created hysteria in the Muslim world. in 
Afghanistan alone, some twenty people, 

including u.N. workers, have been killed 
and beheaded to screams of “Allahu 
Akbar!” Western leaders around the 
globe—including Obama and members of 
congress—have unequivocally condemned 
Jones’ actions (without bothering to point 
out that freedom of expression is a prized 
American liberty). Many are even blaming 
the deaths in Afghanistan directly on 
Jones; Bill O’reilley says he has “blood on 
his hands.”

Yet, as Western leaders rush to profess 
their abhorrence at what one American did 
to one inanimate book, let’s take a quick 
look at what many Muslims are doing 
to many living and breathing christians 
around the islamic world—to virtually no 
media coverage or Western condemnation:

Afghanistan: A Muslim convert to 
christianity was seized and, according to 
sharia’s apostasy laws, awaits execution.

Bangladesh: A christian man was 

arrested for distributing Bibles near 
Muslims. since Wednesday, thousands 
of Muslims have been rioting, injuring 
dozens—not because of Jones, but in 
protestation of women’s rights.

Egypt: A Muslim mob burned 
down another coptic church and dozens 
of christian homes; when christians 
protested, the military opened fire on them 
while crying “Allahu Akbar,” killing nine.

Continued on page 15

Destroying One Koran vs. Destroying Many Christians. Which is Worse?
By Raymond Ibrahim
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Most Local Governments can save six Figures if residents Would 
Mulch Their Leaves in Place
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Continued from page 14
Another mob cut a christian man’s ear 

off “according to sharia.”
Ethiopia: Muslims went on a rampage 

burning down nearly 70 churches, killing 
at least one christian, and dislocating 
as many as 10,000. christians living in 
Muslim majority regions are being warned 
to either convert to islam, abandon their 
homes, or die.

Malaysia: Authorities detained and 
desecrated thousands of Bibles.

Pakistan: Two christians were shot 
to death as they exited church; a christian 
serving life in prison for “blasphemy” died 
in his cell under suspicions of murder.

Saudi Arabia: An eritrean christian 
has been arrested for sharing his faith with 

Muslims and is facing the death penalty; 
other missionaries continue to languish in 
saudi prisons.

Somalia and Sudan: christian girls—
including a mother of four—were recently 
abducted, raped, and killed for embracing 
christianity.

it should be borne in mind that none 
of these atrocities were performed in retali-
ation to Jones’ Koran burning; they’re just 
business as usual in the Muslim world. 
Moreover, the above list is but a quick 
and cursory sampling of the very latest 
in christian suffering under islam. Were 
one to include persecution from just a few 
months back, one could also mention the 
jihadist attack on a Baghdad church, killing 
52 christians; the New Year’s eve coptic 

church explosion, killing 21; Muslim 
rampages that destroyed several churches 
in indonesia, Nigeria, and the Philippines; 
iran’s “round up” of some 70 home-
worshipping christians; and Kuwait’s—a 
nation that owes its very existence to u.s. 
war sacrifices—rejection to build a church.

Then there are the countless atroci-
ties that never make it to any media—the 
stories of persistent, quiet misery that only 
the victims and local christians know.

One would have thought that all this 
was at least equally deserving of media 
attention and Western condemnation as 
the burning of a Koran. This is especially 
so considering that, whereas only Jones 
is responsible for his actions, many of the 
aforementioned savageries—arresting 

and executing christian missionaries and 
Muslim apostates, destroying or outlawing 
churches, seizing and desecrating not 
one but thousands of Bibles—are carried 
out at the hands of Muslim authori-
ties and governments deemed u.s. 
“friends-and-allies.”

such is the surreal and increasingly 
irrational world we live in, where irate 
Muslims and groveling Westerners obsess 
over the destruction of one book while 
ignoring the destruction of many human 
lives; where a guaranteed and hard-earned 
American right—freedom of expression—
receives a lot of condemnatory huffing and 
puffing from those charged with protecting 
it, while murderous and barbarous—in a 
word, evil—behavior is devoutly ignored.

Raymond Ibrahim is associate director of the 
Middle East Forum.

Destroying One Koran vs. Destroying Many Christians. Which is Worse?

in prior installments of 
this series, late pronounce-
ments on New York state’s 
fiscal mishaps by the 

permanently incumbent Assemblywoman 
sandra Galef were offered for scrutiny. For 
a financial reality-check on Galef ’s dream-
scape, we need only look to a recent issue of 
the Westchester Guardian itself. 

A scarsdale cPA on the new Governor 
and his state; “Functionally bankrupt, but 
honest about it.” Talk about diminished 
expectations! Now, at least, according to 
the accountant/author, we have leader-
ship that acknowledges the fundamental 
causes of the present difficulties. This is 
not a problem of passing gravity; dollars 
saved here and there will not suffice. 
smart purchases of road salt, asphalt 
and toilet paper will not reassure bond 
markets shaken by our foolish indulgence 
in debt-financing (reaching $6.5 billion 
in annual service costs in three years) to 
cover operational expenses (akin to mort-
gaging the house to pay for groceries). 
such borrowing was originally designed 
for long-term investment in infrastructure 
(bridges, schools, dormitories) and there is 
no one in Albany who doesn’t know that! 

But the good accountant speaks too 
plainly and too logically for the full-time 
fund-raisers and party-goers inhabiting 
the offices, hallways and press bureaus of 
the state capital. his simple warning does 

not resonate with an elective class obsessed 
with its own electoral “viability;” enabled 
in this sordid undertaking by a prolifer-
ating state debt driven by skyrocketing 
public pension obligations. We mustn’t 
forget the “culture of corruption” begat by 
New York state’s own version of federal 
earmarks too; private “member items” 
doled out by leaders in the Assembly/
senate (totaling $160 million in 2010; a 
mere “rounding error” to bookkeepers of 
the state’s putatively “balanced” budget 
of some $137 billion then, but averaging 
$755,000 for each of the 212 legislators to 
dole out to local groups panting for subsi-
dization of “emergency” July 4th fireworks 
funds, cricket and curling leagues, and 
other recipient groupings unlikely to say 
“no” when candidates like comrade Klein 
a-prowling for donations come re-election 
time). Bear in mind; these pitiable constit-
uent bestowals by the elected drones are 
in addition to salaries/benefits for only a 
few hours’ work weekly says rehabilitated 
lawmaker seymour Lachman in an expose, 
“Three Men in a room,” (New Press, 
september 2006). sample revelation: he 
admits that legislators in 2002 managed 
to pass only 4.4 percent of the 16,892 bills 
introduced—the lowest “achievement” 
record of any statehouse in the country. 
After the folly and criminal disgrace of the 
2010 session, New Yorkers might find such 
process inefficacy reassuring.

While Assemblywoman Galef laments 
painful “cuts,” the cPA paints a picture 
of astringent reality: nearly 200,000 state 
employees; one-third of whom are paid as 
employees of “public authorities” outside 
of the official budget (if this concerned 
organized crime, as opposed to public 
“disorganized crime, would reporters call 
it “money laundering?); spending increases 
for 17 straight years; state bond obligations 
reaching $58 billion next year. Will Galef 
call our cPA-author for additional anal-
ysis? Will Klein, Paulin or Oppenheimer 
ask him to coax a new “fiscal consciousness” 
out of the capital spending “brain trust?” 
Might they seek statistical projections 
from financial specialists on the long-term 
effect of borrowing for operational and 
“sky’s the limit” personnel expense?

Will anyone in the legislatures sitting 
at Albany admit that the “disorderly house” 
that they have concocted will induce a 
decline in living standards no less perilous 
to the well-being of our children and their 
descendants than the doomsday predic-
tions of the partisans of environmental 
despoliation and climate change? does 
there breathe a single denizen of this klep-
tocracy modest and chaste enough to offer 
a full and frank display of contrition for his 
abject betrayal of the simple, hardworking 
and loyal empire state taxpayer? Will 
any party to this mendacious “delegation 
of greed” apologize to present and as-yet 
unborn New York faithful for the pillage 
of the commonwealth’s fiscal and cultural 
treasury? 

it is up to civilian-stakeholder women 
and men of principal who esteem the 
welfare of our community to protect these 

ideals. To abandon our moral leadership 
to narcissistic stock-jobbers like Klein 
and Galef, propelled by craven ambition 
and thirst for private gain and devoted 
to the supplication of captive interest 
groups (whose own mean fortunes, in 
turn, depend on their patron’s permanent 
incumbency) would represent a most 
treacherous betrayal of our founders’ vision.

A tale of two New York states. A 
political one, represented by a miserly cabal 
of professional public retainers; wholly 
dependent on state subsidy and salary 
for its own existence. An apolitical other, 
represented by our epigrammatic cPA; 
happy, confident and prosperous in the 
bounty of people and resources provided 
by nature and the almighty, and his own 
mighty efforts; rarely availing himself of 
public succor and only for ample reason. 

A tale of political haves and have-
nots. The “haves,” relying on unearned 
(or earned by contrivance) contacts and 
connections with faithless bureaucracies 
of the nearest governmental or corporate 
office. The “have-nots,” plying simply their 
private lives through open, ordinary and 
casual commerce with neighbors, friends 
and family; reliant on the “state” only in 
the most extraordinary circumstance. One, 
a state of corruption, prolixity and moral 
torpidity. The other, a state of condign and 
elegant grace. 

Stephen I. Mayo is a Bronx linoleum manu-
facturer and New Rochelle attorney. He 
is the host of RADIO MAYO, Mondays 
and Thursdays, from 5 to 6 pm on WVOX, 
1460AM,www.wvox.com. ;

A Tale of Two States Last in a Series
By Stephen I. Mayo

www.wvox.com
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Barack Obama’s 
announcement this 

week that he will again seek the presidency 
in 2012 is welcome news, in a way, because 
this country sorely needs a president. What 
it has right now is a chairman.

Granted, the incumbent’s title is 
President Obama, not chairman Obama. 
But apart from the title and trappings of 
his office, the only thing presidential about 
Obama’s performance thus far has been, 
on occasion, his rhetoric. he looks like a 
president. he sounds like a president. he 
just doesn’t act like a president. it appears 
that he does not know how a president is 
supposed to act.

Monday’s announcement that Obama 
will seek re-election was typical. Anyone 
who wants to motivate millions of people 
to campaign for him, and to convince 
donors to pony up maybe a half-billion 
dollars for organizing and advertising, 
needs to display some commitment to the 
cause. he has to show that he and they are 
part of a team. it takes a personal touch.

Obama, instead, sent an e-mail 
to supporters of his 2008 campaign 
and included a two-minute video. The 
Washington Post captured the spirit, if 
not the precise strategy, behind the move 
when it said “Obama aides plan to define 
his tenure as a time of major progress, 
taking on such issues as health care that 
have long bedeviled presidents of both 
parties, improving the economy and 
winding down the war in iraq.” Obama 
aides plan to define his presidency? What 
about Obama himself? he wants another 

four years in the most powerful job in the 
land – many would say in the world – yet 
he does not need to personally make the 
case for why he should have it?

Obama will surely deliver campaign 
speeches over the next 20 months. The 
issue is not that he does not speak enough, 
or speak well enough; it is that he seldom 
takes personal ownership of any problem 
or challenge, including his own re-election.

The presidency, like any chief executive 
job, is all about responsibility. An effective 
executive must delegate much of the work, 
and should delegate a lot of the credit 
when things go right. But the chief can 
never delegate responsibility for meeting 
a challenge or accountability when things 
go wrong.

Obama simply does not appear to 
grasp this. he seems to see himself as an 
agenda-setter or a facilitator. As i write 
this post, the federal government faces a 
partial shutdown at midnight tonight over 
the budget impasse. We’re talking about 
Obama’s agencies here, the organization 
he runs as ceO, having to interrupt the 
nation’s vital business. Yet he has largely 
confined himself to trying to broker a deal 
between house republicans and senate 
democrats. There is no indication that 
the president has injected himself into the 
negotiations to say “here is what i can live 
without, here is what i absolutely must 
have, here is what i can offer in exchange 
for something else.”

We have seen this over and over, from 
health care to financial reform to troop 
levels in Afghanistan. Obama does not 

set priorities, stake out positions, or decide 
which objectives are lower priorities that 
can be sacrificed in favor of greater goals. 
he likes to lay out options, foster discus-
sion, and finally weigh in at the end of the 
process when most everything is settled. 
When decisions are really difficult, like 
setting troop levels in Afghanistan, or 
intervening in Libya, or administering 
justice to prisoners held at Guantánamo, 
his approach is to study, debate, delay or 
split the difference.

We end up with irrational results. 
Obama decided in 2009 to send more 
troops to Afghanistan, but he coupled that 
with a firm deadline to begin pulling them 
out by the middle of 2011, though he had 
no way to know if a pullout this year would 
be desirable. sure enough, once wartime 
reality began to intrude, the pullout 
promise morphed into emptiness, with a 
pledge that the pullout would be stretched 
out for as long as necessary.

in a more recent example, Obama 
dithered over engaging in Libya, finally 
did so to avert carnage in Benghazi, and 
then cut back American air support just as 
it seemed to be bringing the Libyan regime 
closer to its downfall, which is Obama’s 
stated goal.

call it hokey-pokey leadership: You 
put your soldiers in, you pull your soldiers 
out, you put your soldiers in…

in the corporate world, the board of 
directors sets policy, and the chairman sets 
the agenda for the board. The chairman 
does not actually run the company unless 
the chairman happens to also be the chief 
executive officer. it is the chief executive 
who is responsible for seeing that things 
get done.

More than halfway through his term, 
Obama still behaves like a chairman. 

he sets an agenda and helps lead the 
discussion, but he leaves both the decision-
making and the implementing to others. 
he takes personal responsibility for virtu-
ally nothing. This is perhaps unsurprising 
for someone who has never run anything at 
all, and whose political success has hinged 
entirely on his speaking ability.

The classic ceO starts in the mail-
room, pays his dues, and works his way 
up from the inside. he thus understands a 
lot about how things actually get done; he 
has a body of experience on which to draw. 
Obama had no such advantages when he 
first ran for president. his meteoric polit-
ical rise through the illinois Legislature, 
through two-thirds of a single u.s. senate 
term, to the White house, to the Nobel 
Peace Prize, was all built on talk. he never 
showed any patience for doing grunt work 
or paying dues. he appears to have no 
patience for it now.

But he wants another four years in 
office. The best case he can make for it is 
that he needed a term in the White house 
to get to know the job, and now he is ready 
to be president. Maybe he’ll try this call-
and-response rhetoric at a campaign rally: 
“Trained up and ready to go!”

Larry M. Elkin, CPA, CFP®, president of 
Palisades Hudson Financial Group a fee-only 
financial planning firm headquartered in 
Scarsdale, NY. It offers estate planning, insur-
ance consulting, trust planning, cross-border 
planning, business valuation, family office 
and business management, executive finan-
cial planning, and tax services. Its sister firm, 
Palisades Hudson Asset Management, is an 
independent investment advisor with about 
$950 million under management. Branch 
offices are in Atlanta and Ft. Lauderdale. 
Website: www.palisadeshudson.com.

A Presidency in Search of a President
By Larry M. Elkin

The democratic-led 
Board of Legislators 
enacted a 2011 budget that :

•  doubled the amount of tax relief the 
county executive proposed to -2.2%, the 
second largest in county history

•  reduced spending by $30 million from 
2010 budget

•  reduced the county workforce by 10% 
before job the cuts that were enacted in 
the 2011 adopted budget

democrats gave the taxpayers relief 
today. The county executive fought us on 
reducing the tax levy, he wanted to keep 
the money. 

The democrat-led county board 
where i am privileged to be the chair gave 
money back to the people. This was the 
right thing to do.

in the 2011 Budget, close to 100 
people were laid off -- that is in addition 
to the approximately 500 people who left 

voluntarily. There were layoffs in the 2010 
budget adopted by the BOL -- before 
county executive Astorino took office.

The democrats on the county Board 
have been about balance, shared sacrifice 
and responsible transitions. 

so what’s all the fuss about from the 
republican minority about the “conflict” 
determined by the county Attorney?

it’s nonsense. it’s a false asser-
tion that the conflict arose from 2011 

correspondence - this claim is simply not 
true.

The county Attorney sought an 
opinion on whether there is a conflict 
between the position of the BOL and the 
county executive in the cseA lawsuit 
regarding the termination of the section 
8 program. The county Attorney hired an 
outside law firm without permission of the 
BOL as required by the county charter. 

More taxpayer dollars wasted simply 
for the purpose of “playing politics.”

i have attached the opinion of the law 
firm the county Attorney hired, hinshaw 
and culbertson.

This opinion states there is a conflict 
between the stated positions of the county

Continued on page 17

Republican County Legislators Need to Stop the Hypocrisy
Be Legislators Not Mouthpieces for the Administration
Ken Jenkins

www.palisadeshudson.com
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executive and the county Board and that 
the county Attorney had a conflict because 
he gave the county executive legal advice 
about these positions. This opinion states 
these facts create the conflict. This opinion 
issued February 28, 2011 does not refer-
ence any correspondence from 2011. 

i will leave it to others to determine 
why the county Attorney had to hire an 
outside law firm to determine if there was 
a conflict. it was clear that there was a 
conflict. The county Board passed a reso-
lution i introduced to waive the conflict so 
that the county Attorney could represent 
the county executive and not have to 
spend taxpayer dollars on an outside law 
firm. The county Board has not taken a 
position against the county executive in 

the cseA litigation.
so now what?
The law firm that the county 

executive hired, has filed motions which 
are wasting the taxpayers money. The 
county executive should immediately 
cease using this Administration-connected 
law firm, stop wasting taxpayer money, 
waive the conflict and use the services of 
the county Attorney in this litigation.

i would respectfully suggest to my 
republican colleagues to do a little research 
instead of being spoon-fed talking points 
from the Administration.

cursory research would show this 
is not the first time the county Board 
has taken a conflicting position than the 
county executive in a lawsuit brought 
by the cseA. in 1997, the republican 
chairman of the Board, now chief of staff 

George Oros filed cross claims against 
republican county executive Andrew 
O’rourke in a cseA lawsuit which 
outsourced specific jobs - sound familiar? 
These “cross claims” were similar to the 
cross claims considered but not enacted 
by the county Board. i have attached the 
cover page to the cross-claims lawsuit from 
the county Board.

resolution 10-1997 adopted January 
6, 1997 authorized outside counsel by a 
10-7 vote. 

i have also attached the signed veri-
fication from then chairman Oros dated 
January 13, 1997 - 7days later - for the 
cross-claims asserted in their verified 
answer. There are no documented meet-
ings, no additional votes from the county 
Board on the Verified Answer and cross-
claim of the county Board of Legislators.

it appears that some positions are being 
developed from limited sources without all 

the facts. i certainly am available to answer 
questions via phone or email.

The Laws of Westchester county 
makes clear the county Board sets policy, 
the county executive executes that policy. 
The county executive can make recom-
mendations to the Board of Legislators 
for modifications of policy. The county 
executive cannot simply ignore the law. 

No one can pick and choose the 
laws they want to follow. As one of my 
democratic colleagues has stated, the 
county executive does not have a mandate 
to break the law. 

in the words of daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, late senator from New York, 
“You are entitled to your own opinion, but 
not your own facts.”

Ken Jenkins is Chairman of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators representing the 
16th District.
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 ED KOCH COMMENTARY

Like many other 
Americans, i simply do not 
believe the statements our 
government makes to calm 

us down during a catastrophe.
i can understand and accept -- and 

believe others can as well -- the govern-
ment not telling us all it knows. There are 
a host of reasons for keeping secrets, secu-
rity of the nation being the primary one. 
But, we must beware of deliberately false 
statements from government leaders and 
agencies.

during the 9-11 crisis and the 
rebuilding of downtown Manhattan, 
we were told primarily by the then 
environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator, christine Todd Whitman 
that the air in the neighborhood of 
Ground Zero where the World Trade 
center had been was safe for residents 
and those living in nearby areas. The only 
official that i can recall who warned New 
Yorkers, particularly pregnant women not 
to remain in, or move to, the affected area 
was congressman Jerry Nadler. i don’t 
know if we have ever had a final ecological 
and medical report on the effects of the 
polluted environment of lower Manhattan, 
and what, if any, adverse impact occurred 
on the population there following 9-11. 
The danger when a layman like myself 
with no expertise on the subject speculates 

on the effects of contamination produced 
by the implosion of the two towers and the 
release of contaminants such as asbestos 
and heavy metals into the air, is that unin-
formed speculation might be added to the 
brew. But without a universally accepted 
credible authority providing information, 
there will be such speculation.

The April 4th edition of the New York 
Post reported, “A city official for the first 
time is revealing a rise in cancer among 
firefighters who served at Ground Zero.”

i suspect that very few people in Japan 
or worldwide believe we are getting the 
whole truth from our governments, partic-
ularly the Japanese government. We know 
that contaminants and radiation have been 
and are still being released, extending as far 
east as the American Atlantic coast. We are 
constantly told by government spokesmen 
that whatever levels of contaminants 
and radiation there are in the air are not 
dangerous to human beings. But we know 
that radiation is cumulative in effect, so 
if a plume – a descriptive word used in 
describing winds carrying contaminants 
and radiation – sits overhead for any 
period of time in a geographical area, there 
is an increasing exposure to the population 
below, before the plume moves on.

similarly so with the milk and vege-
tables carrying the poisons of radiation 
which we drink and eat every day. Aren’t 

they, too, accumulating? What we desper-
ately need is the appointment of a truly 
blue ribbon panel universally respected 
as free from government dictation and 
intellectually honest to examine all of the 
information and report to the American 
people, and quickly.

remember, when the Japanese plant 
first exploded and Americans in Japan 
asked our government whether they 
should leave Japan, President Obama 
urged Americans to heed the advice of the 
Japanese government. That was, i believe, 
not sound advice, since the Japanese 
government would certainly be reluctant 
to urge anyone to leave Japan. Today, i 
suspect Americans are told by our govern-
ment they should leave Japan or at least 
send their children home to the united 
states. 

i am in my 87th year and do not fear 
the effects of the Japanese devastation 
for myself, but i am fearful for America’s 
population, young and adult. shouldn’t 
we know the true dangers ahead? The 
President should appoint that blue ribbon 
panel immediately.

No one has discussed that Japan may 
now have a swath of land from west to east 
that will be dangerous to cross, affecting if 
not closing, traffic from Tokyo to northern 
honshu. What will the economic impact 
be?

The New York Times had a superb 
article on March 31st assessing our 
response to the energy crisis we appear to 
be facing because of escalating oil prices 
and shortages resulting from the turmoil in 

the Mideast in Muslim countries, euphe-
mistically described by the media as the 
Arab spring.

Continued on page 18

Energy and A Needed Czar 
By Ed Koch
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The Times article describes our 
natural resources which include huge 
amounts of natural gas and coal with far 
smaller quantities of crude oil, as opposed 
to oil extracted from tar and sands which 
environmentally is subject to problems 
and danger to the environment. Other 
resources described include nuclear energy, 
wind and solar resources and renewable 
sources using agricultural crops converting 
them to alcohol. in addition, available in 

dealing with the energy problems are 
increased car gas mileage requirements set 
by the government and conservation.

requiring all existing 18-wheel trucks 
to use natural gas instead of diesel fuel, i’ve 
been told, would reduce oil imports by half. 
The cost of conversion for current trucks 
would be approximately $64,000 per truck. 
Why not mandate the change, providing 
subsidies if required and appropriate? 
Why not require auto companies to only 
manufacture natural gas using trucks in the 
future?

President Obama points out that 

presidents before him starting at least with 
Nixon back in 1973 when OPec embar-
goed oil to the u.s. and his successors 
have talked of energy self-sufficiency and 
while there have been improvements in our 
supplies and sources, we still are importing 
50 percent of our oil from abroad. Two 
countries that are truly friendly to us are 
Mexico and canada. Most of the others 
in the world cannot be counted on at all 
times and under all conditions to continue 
to supply us with oil.

i believe we can indeed become self-
sufficient, but only if there is a true national 

effort directed by a czar appointed by the 
President, confirmed by the senate with 
the necessary financial resources and 
authority to get the job done. someone 
who would create a Manhattan Project 
and the think tanks needed. someone 
with the energy, ability and spine of steel 
needed. surely, the President can find such 
a person.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served 
New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 
to 1989.

Energy and A Needed Czar 

communitysection

This year the Jewish 
festival of Passover, the 
most widely observed 
Jewish holiday, begins on 
April 18th at sundown. 

Passover, or Pesach, commemorates the 
story of the exodus when the ancient 
israelites were freed from slavery in 
egypt. The holiday is celebrated for eight 
days, with a seder marking the first two 
nights. The themes of the Passover seder 
that hold great meaning for Jews can 
also be both significant and meaningful 
to other groups who are oppressed. The 
similarities between the Jews of egypt 
over 3,000 years ago, and the Buddhists 
of Tibet today are a case in point. here are 
five examples of the commonalities these 
two groups share, and the way in which 
the Passover seder can serve as a source 
of both hope and inspiration for freedom 
today.

1. Oppression. Both Jews and 
Tibetans have shared a history of oppres-
sion. in Biblical times, the israelites were 
slaves in egypt subject to the dictates of 
Pharaoh. since the 1950 occupation of 
Tibet, the Tibetans have become enslaved 
by the chinese occupation. during the 
1959 Tibetan uprising, the dalai Lama 
– the spiritual and political leader of the 
Tibetans, found his life in danger and 
fled to dharmasala, india where he has 
remained with his government in exile 
ever since. All told, 1.2 million Tibetans 

have died as a result of the occupation. 
Just as Moses tried repeatedly to nego-
tiate with Pharaoh, so too has the dalai 
Lama, for over five decades, sought to 
negotiate with the chinese while holding 
fast to his philosophy of non-violence in 
moving toward an Autonomous Tibet.

2. Exile. The Passover seder speaks of 
the yearning of a people in exile for their 
homeland. For most of Jewish history, 
Jews have lived outside of israel and 
longed to return to the Promised Land, 
described as the land flowing with milk 
and honey; the land that is both sustaining 
and sweet. They have had to figure out 
how to keep a people, a culture, a religion 
and a tradition alive while being scattered 
and living outside of the land that defines 
their physical and spiritual home. This is 
also the task of the Tibetans. For the past 
fifty years, the Tibetans in Tibet have seen 
the destruction of over 6,000 monasteries 
while losing their land. Public teaching of 
Buddhism is forbidden, and it is illegal to 
have a picture of the dalai Lama, who is 
their revered spiritual leader. They have 
been made a minority in their own home-
land, and are restricted from practicing 
Buddhism. For those living in Tibet, they 
are experiencing a spiritual exile in the 
midst on an ongoing cultural genocide. 
For the Tibetans who have fled, they are 
living a physical exile.

3. Hope. in 1989 the dalai Lama was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his 

effort to free Tibet 
through non-violent 
means. That same 
year, he turned to 
the Jewish people 
to ask them the 
following questions: 
What is the secret 
of your Jewish spiri-
tual survival in exile? 
in his 1994 book, 
The Jew in the Lotus, rodger Kamenetz 
chronicles the trip to dharmsala between 
a group of Jewish scholars and his 
holiness the dalai Lama with a major 
intention of the journey being to dialogue 
about this very question. A great insight 
from this weeklong meeting dealt with 
the importance of keeping one’s people, 
tradition and culture alive while in exile 
through memory and story telling. 
Growing from the similarities of the 
Jewish memory of slavery and oppres-
sion in egypt, and the current restrictions 
on religious freedom today in Tibet, a 
special Passover seder was held in 1997 
in Washington d.c. with the dalai 
Lama in attendance along with rabbis 
and u.s. dignitaries. in a letter to those 
who had gathered at the seder, the dalai 
Lama wrote, “in our dialogue with rabbis 
and Jewish scholars, the Tibetan people 
have learned about the secrets of Jewish 
spiritual survival in exile: one secret is 
the Passover seder. Through it for 2000 

years, even in very difficult times, 
Jewish people remember their 
liberation from slavery to freedom 
and this has brought you hope in 
times of difficulty. We are grateful 
to our Jewish brothers and sisters 
for adding to their celebration of 
freedom the thought of freedom for 
the Tibetan people.”

4. The Re-Telling. The 
hagaddah is the religious text using 
during the festival meal, which 
sets order to the seder. hagaddah 
means, “telling,” and refers to the 
commandment to tell your children 
about the Jewish liberation from 

bondage in egypt to freedom. Memory 
and story our central to our lives. it is 
through the retelling of stories, whether 
individual stories, family stories or stories 
of a people, that we live again, allowing 
our past history to help define and rede-
fine ourselves today. stories carry power, 
wisdom and energy. After experiencing 
the Passover seder the dalai Lama stated, 
“Yes, always remind. Telling one’s story 
strikes at the heart of how to sustain one’s 
culture and tradition. This is the Jewish 
secret…”

5. Freedom. The Passover seder is 
both a story of history, and an experience 
of where we are today. Just as both Jews 
and Tibetans can look at the external story 
of oppression and the hope of freedom, so 
too does the seder offer the opportunity 
for each participant to look deeply within 
themselves to see where they may be 
living in slavery or bondage, and how they 
can transform those places of

Continued on page 19

The Power of Passover for Jews and Buddhists
By Ellen Frankel
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Back in April of 2009, the manage-
ment of the ridgeway country club, a 
private golf facility in White Plains, sent 
out a marketing package to the local real-
tors in the White Plains area. Once a club 
that catered to the White Plains elite, 
membership had dwindled due to age, 
and attrition; the economic downward 
spin was the final blow to this 120 acre 
site. All of these factors together began 
the contentious saga of this property.

Within weeks of the club being 
offered for sale, multiple agencies along 
with the residents of the much desired 
Gedney Farms neighborhood met to 
try and decide what to do with the club. 
Westchester county, governed at the 
time by former county executive Andy 
spano was not interested in acquiring the 
club. They had already just pissed away 
$17 million constructing the hudson 
hills Golf club in Ossining. developer 

Louis capelli initially expressed 
interest in the site but informed 
the residents and club shareholders 
that it would take at least five years of 
study and environmental applications 
before anything could be done with this 
property. That killed any deal that could 
have been struck with capelli. under 
then Mayor Joe delfino of White Plains, 
commissioner of Planning sue habel 
stated:” The zoning ordinance permits 

residential development 
of 30,000 sf per lot in 
this district, however 
a subdivision would 
need to be done and 
this site has been deter-

mined previously by the 
common council to be an 

environmentally sensitive area.” 
exit the city of white Plains for now.

What commissioner habel alluded 
to in her statement is that this property 
is environmentally fragile. Within this 
120 acre property are ponds, wetlands 
and underground streams that snake their 
way underground through the water shed 
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i can still remember 
the way her face relaxed 
when she said it. After six 
years in an upstate correc-

tional facility for attempting to burn down 
her house with her abusive husband in it, 
an unmistakable look of peace replaced 
her otherwise tense expression as she 
uttered the following: “When i was taken 
to prison, it was the first time i felt safe in 
thirty years.”

her name is Mary. We only used her 
first name in a radio special about domestic 
violence...you will never know if it is her 
real name for reasons of safety. in an undis-
closed location here in Westchester, Mary 
was telling us her story of how and why 
she set her home ablaze with the intention 
of killing her husband and herself before 
she thought better of it and called 911. 
Fortunately, it was soon enough to save 
their lives. unfortunately, it was not early 
enough to keep her out of jail.

imagine. Prison, loss of freedom and 
the shame of same was better than living 
with an abusive, violent husband. her tales 
of beatings, being pushed down stairs, 
broken bones and missing teeth were 
horrific. Yet Mary was one of the lucky 
one. here she was, no longer incarcer-
ated, and being supported by a group of 
woman who help other woman get on 
with their lives. Last week in the Bronx, 
Tina Adovasio was not so lucky. her 
ex-police officer husband, edwin coello, 
long alleged to have beaten her on several 
occasions, is now the chief suspect in her 
death. her body was found in Yorktown 
days after an argument with her husband, 
and some time after she left their child 
with her mother, reportedly, for fear that 
her husband would hurt her and the child. 
she also, left word that if something should 
happen to her, authorities should look at 
her husband first. Now, coello deserves 
the presumption of innocence that the law 
provides. But this story got me to thinking 
about Mary, and about the tapes of O. J. 
simpson’s wife calling the police worried 
that her husband would kill her, and of the 
note she left in her safe deposit box letting 
the world know that if she was killed 

they should check on O. J. Let the record 
state that this writer considers attorneys 
Marsha clark and christopher darden, 
the simpson case prosecutors, as the most 
incompetent professionals who ever actu-
ally drew a paycheck in the history of time. 
if i may quote Gordon Geecko, “if they 
were undertakers nobody would die.”

The question for today is why do they 
stay? There are the practical reasons of 
money and security and children and so 
forth. They are exceedingly difficult ones, 
sure. But there seems in many a case to 
be something more. What issues of self 
esteem lurk in these women that allow 
many of them to be drawn to such men? 
how do they confuse the feelings of love 
and attachment for affection and connec-
tion? i am sure doctors and social workers 
can help answer some of these. But i also 
wish that they could answer the moral 
and medical issues of the men who abuse 
woman or the men in these victim’s child-
hoods that lead to it.

i have often had fun on the air with 
the issue of hard to handle angry women 
who can’t maintain a healthy a relation-
ship and who make their men wish they 
had joined the merchant marines never 

to return. Many are so-called borderline 
personalities. i have known one or two. 
But it never fails, after i make a few jokes 
about spinning heads, boiled bunnies and 
green vomit, i sober up and reveal the 
truth. Behind most of these tortured souls 
is a father, or other male family member 
who sexually, violently or emotionally 
abused them…and my heart aches. For 
all the progress we have made towards the 
treatment of rape victims, including the 
heroic evolution of the way woman have 
dealt with it, we have made pitifully little 
in helping woman deal with the lifelong 
damage of incest and childhood abuse at 
the hands of men.

You see, dear reader, this column was 
not intended to be about woman at all. 
it’s about us…about men. What kinds of 
fathers are we…that is, if we show up at 
all? What kinds of husbands or boyfriends 
are we? We, indeed, have a lot to answer 
for.

Listen to Good Morning Westchester with 
Bob Marrone from 6-9 a.m., from Monday 
through Friday. Direct email to Bob Marrone 
at Bob@WVOX.com, and visiting the 
BobMarrone.com website. 

Of Men and Women
By Bob Marrone

Continued from page 18

constriction to places of expansion within 
their own hearts and minds. The Passover 
seder traditionally ends with the words, 
“Next year in Jerusalem,” remembering 
the yearning of the exiled to return home. 
Adding the words, “Next year in Lhasa,” 

speaks to the yearning and hope that soon 
the Tibetans in exile will be back in their 
homeland, and the Tibetans still living in 
an occupied Tibet will be able to practice 
their Buddhist tradition freely.

in so many places today, we have seen 
the struggles of people across the globe to 

move from oppression to freedom. While 
there is much work to be done, sometimes 
it is the stepping back, the sitting together 
with family and friends over a meal to 
recall our past, reclaim our deepest values, 
and re-ignite the flame of hope that burns 
inside. This Passover provides an oppor-
tunity for Jews and non-Jews to come 
together in the spirit of hope and freedom. 

Together, it is possible to experience the 
“OM” in shalOM” and to experience the 
blessing of peace.

Ellen Frankel is a Jewish Buddhist and the 
author of the novel, “Syd Arthur” (Pearlsong 
Press, April 2011). You can visit her website 
at: www.authorellenfrankel.com.

The Power of Passover for Jews and Buddhists

French American School of New York Comes to White Plains
By Nancy King

www.authorellenfrankel.com
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 THE SPOOF

Fresh from his 
victory on the game show 
“Jeopardy,” he told the 
world at a press conference 

yesterday that he’s ready for his next chal-
lenge: stepping up to the podium to give 
commencement speeches. 

so far, there are no invitations. But 
Watson is not deterred. he’s sure they will 
be arriving in the mail any day now. 

consequently, he’s getting himself all 
gussied up. he’s hired a tailor to make 
him an academic cap and gown that will 
be perfect for his mini proportions. And, 
even though it may be difficult to keep the 
academic cap anchored, he’s got it covered. 
“The cap will have a built-in magnet,” he 
confided, “that will keep it in place at all 

times.” Watson continued, “And the tassel 
will be automated to swing like clockwork.”

he’s working on some speeches but 
says that part will be easy, since virtually all 
the world’s knowledge is inside his head. 
he definitely plans on talking about the 
benefits of a college education and said 
he’d use this quote from Teddy roosevelt: 
“A man who has never gone to school 
may steal from a freight car; but if he has 
a university education, he may steal the 
whole railroad.” 

he plans to end his talk by quoting 
Judy Garland: “Always be a first-rate 
version of yourself, instead of a second-rate 
version of somebody else.”

Not bad, huh? Bravo, Watson!

Gail Farrelly (www.FarrellySistersOnline.
com) writes mystery novels and short stories as 
well as Op-Eds. She also publishes satire pieces 
(Gail Farrelly’s satire and parody stories) on 
TheSpoof.com, a British website. Her latest 
mystery novel is Creamed at Commencement:  

A Graduation Mystery. The first chapter is 
available on her website. Gail is working on a 
fourth mystery, The Virtual Heiress. 

IBM Computer Watson Announces He’s Available for College Commencement Speeches
By Gail Farrelly
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areas of the Mamaroneck and sheldrake 
rivers in Mamaroneck. Back in March 
of 2007, the Village of Mamaroneck was 
underwater after a rainstorm dumped up 
to four inches of water on the village. The 
Mamaroneck and the sheldrake rivers 
overflowed their banks creating the worst 
flooding the village had ever endured. 
Building a 40 acre campus on top of these 
already fragile waterways would keep 
Mamaroneck under a perpetual flood 
warning.

By the time 2010 rolled around, there 
were still no clear takers for the property. 
Just before the French American school 
of New York (FAsNY) made the bid 
to purchase the property, former Mayor 
Adam Bradley proposed that the city of 
White Plains purchase and renovate the 
site. under his proposal, the city would 
have purchased the club for $15 million, 
renovate the property, and create a semi 
private club for city residents. The club 
would have been loosely modeled after 
the Lake isle facility in eastchester, New 
York. But on december 6th, hell bent on 
voting a no confidence vote regarding 
then Mayor Bradley and being so politi-
cally scared about perhaps agreeing with 
the man that they were seeking to remove 
from office, the White Plains common 
council tabled the vote thus sending it 
to sealed bids. so in the end who was the 
winner? The French American school of 
New York. The losers were the residents 

of the city of White Plains who would 
have had some tax revenue down the road 
from a recreational facility. We all know 
now that FAsNY is a non profit and 
won’t be paying any taxes to the school. 
The people who live in the Village of 
Mamaroneck will lose when they drown 
in the next large rainstorm after those 
estuaries are re-directed. Among that 
group of losers, the even bigger losers will 
be the homeowners in the Gedney Farms 
area of town. These homeowners, who 
may have been afraid of “undesirables” 
from other areas of the city encroaching 
on their neighborhood, had the munic-
ipal recreation plan been passed, are now 
faced with a logistical traffic nightmare 
from school buses and cars dropping off 
students at FAsNY.

As of April 4th, the White Plains 
common council has passed a six month 
moratorium on approval of the devel-
opment of the ridgeway Golf club/
FAsNY. A study, at taxpayer’s expense will 
address any deficiencies in code that was 
adopted from the city’s comprehensive 
Plan of 1997. This study will also be 
looking into the impact the development 
will have on the existing property, as well 
as off site impact. At least the Village 
of Mamaroneck will have a few months 
to voice their concerns with this project 
going forward. The FAsNY, as expected 
is not too happy with this moratorium. 
despite the moratorium, FAsNY plan 

on presenting their plans to the common 
council next month. it seems they feel 
they should be getting the big stamp of 
approval because they will be preserving 
60 acres as green space and that the plans 
they have submitted are low density. hey, 
the plans may be low density, but 1800 
students are anything but low density.

A lot to be sure will happen over the 
next six months. The common council 
and FAsNY will be partnered in a mara-
thon dance that we will be forced to watch. 
My bet is on FAsNY; more money usually 
trumps lawyers any day of the week. The 

common council will also be smack dab 
in the middle of election season by then as 
well. in addition to dancing with FAsNY, 
they will be looking to replace dennis 
Power and Tom roach while maintaining 
their democratic super-Majority. 

Ahhh White Plains… the more 
things change, the more that they stay the 
same.

Nancy King resides in Greenburgh, New 
York. She is an investigative reporter for The 
Westchester Guardian.

French American School of New York Comes to White Plains

www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
www.FarrellySistersOnline.com
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They are not called 
“winter blahs” 
for nothing. 
Months of 

gloomy skies and unending 
snow have made us long 
for warm breezes, chirping 
birds, bunches of fresh-
picked flowers and pretty spring 
makeup colors. Now that March has 
finally rolled around, roll up your sleeves 
and start playing with this season’s tender, 
muted colors, guaranteed to brighten up 
the complexion and get your glow on.

Estee Lauder introduces Bronze 
Goddess Soleil, the look for spring/summer 
2011. The seductive colors are evocative 
of the Mediterranean and luxury resorts 
on the riviera. Bronze Goddess island 
Oasis eye shadow Palette takes inspira-
tion from sun and sand with six shades 
that brighten and define eyes by day 
and transform them by night. iridescent 
pigments give luminosity to warm sand 

shades of copper, 
bronze, gold and 

coral balanced 
by cool surf 
hues of 
turquoise, 
seashell pink, 

silver and 
seaweed.
estee Lauder 

counters nationwide, 
$42

A gorgeous collection of soft, wear-
able shades for spring, Smashbox offers 
the In Bloom Collection. The cream cheek 
duo in Blushing Peony brings a sheer 
natural flush to cheeks and lips. Wear 
alone or pair together for a rush of color.

The Limitless Long Wear Lip 
Gloss with sPF 15 presents two shades: 
Timeless (soft pink) and endless Kiss 
(coral pink). The shimmering shine lasts 
up to six hours.

sephora, Jc Penny, Nordstrom, and 

Beauty.com, cheek duo, $26, Gloss $21
“springtime always manages to 

awaken desires and dispel gloomy ideas,” 
Givenchy tells us. And with a breath of 
pure air, the company succeeds beauti-
fully. Candide Garden’s four fresh shades 
are natural, delicate and completely in 
tune with the season. earth tones of 
orange and brown are paired with a deli-
cate springtime green.

sephora, sephora.com and epcot, 
$56

Dior’s new spring 
color collection features the 

iconic grays of the house of dior, paired 
with fresh, feminine shades of pink. For 
evening, the eye shadow shades are smoke 
and silver for an overall effect that is soft, 
sophisticated and very dior.

dior Beauty counters Nationwide, 
$58

Beauty / Fashion Editor Barbara Barton 
Sloane keeps us informed on the capricious 
and engaging fashion scene. As Travel Editor, 
she is constantly globe-hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; from the 
exotic to the sublime. 

On Your Mark, Get Set, SPRING
By Barbara Barton Sloane

A full season has been played; alas it 
is now a distant memory that was filled 
with parents shuffling their girls from 
team tryout to team tryout; opening bags 
finding nothing fits from the past season, 
buying new equipment, missing equip-
ment, late for practice, snowstorms, referee 
aggravation; not the right coach, private 
lessons, injuries, scheduling, upsets, 
sadness, joy, end of season, culminating to 
the present finals and championships.

Westchester skating Academy is 
this year’s host for the 14u girls ice 
hockey New York state championship 
on March 19,2011 ,three teams, Buffalo 
Bison’s, rochester edge and our very 
own Westchester Vipers will play at the 
rink for the honor of representing New 
York state at the us National ice hockey 
championship for the honor of being 
named best 14u girls team in the nation.

i had a chance to ask this year’s tour-
nament director dave Mensi about the 

tournament.
dave Mensi, President of the 

Westchester Vipers, is this year’s tourna-
ment director of the NY state Girls Tier i 
u14 state championship

Caamano: What are the proce-
dures in order to host the NY state 
championships?

MENSI: in order to host a state 
championship Tournament you must 
have an adequate facility to play the 
games. Fortunately The Westchester 
Vipers, who are this years host, play out 

of the Westchester skating Academy in 
elmsford, NY. This two rink facility is 
the premiere skating center in the area. 
Organizations who are able to host in 
such a facility are required to submit a 
formal application by May 15th of the 
prior year. states are awarded at every 
level at the annual state meeting which is 
held in early June.

CAAMANO: how does a team 
qualify for the state championship?

MENSI: A team qualifies for states 
by declaring itself state Tournament 
Bound at the start of the season when 
the team submits its formal roster to the 

section registrar. The team must then play 
a certain amount of games together and 
each player play a certain amount of games 
dependent upon which level the team is 
at. in the case of the u14 girls, they must 
play a minimum of 14 games together and 
each girl must play in a minimum of 10 
games. At the end of the regular season, 
depending how many teams in the section 
declared TB (tournament bound) status, 
the top 1 or 2 are awarded a seed at states 
based upon their head to head records 
with the other TB teams.

CAAMANO: What are the teams 
that qualified this year?

MENSI: This year at the Tier i u14 
level the qualifying teams are the 

Continued on page 22

14u Girls New York State Ice Hockey Championships
By Albert Caamano
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 EYE ON THEATRE

Anything goes, doesn’t 
it? definitely, in cole 
Porter’s terrific musical 
comedy, Anything Goes. 

it is as near perfection as anything can go, 
both as musical (tremendous songs) and as 
comedy (glorious fun). With a book by P.G. 
Wodehouse and Guy Bolton, as revised by 
howard Lindsay and russell crouse, and 
intelligently updated by Timothy crouse 
and John Weidman, this is one case where 
that many cooks do not spoil the brew. The 
brew is just right, and Momus, the god of 
comedy, smiles in his heaven.

There are extremely few musicals in 
which every song is a winner--Pal Joey and 
Follies come to mind--but Anything Goes 
is right there snapping at their heels. it has 
one or two songs that lack the perfection 
of the others, but then there is the superb 
production to smooth over tiny bumps in 
the road to . . . where? Xanadu? el dorado? 
elysian Fields?

it is the story of an eastward Atlantic 
crossing on the s.s. American, where at 
first missteps seem to prevail. There is the 
widowed Mrs. evangeline harcourt with 
her niece hope, along with Lord evelyn 
Oakleigh, whom the girl is to lovelessly 
wed in London. There is billionaire elisha 
Whitney, running from a bad investment 
and seeking consolation from booze and 
Boola Boola (like Porter, he’s a Yale grad), 
also Billy crocker, his young stockbroker, 
ordered to stay at the stock exchange, 
but who exchanges his duties for stowing 
away in pursuit of the affianced hope, who 
secretly and quasi-hopelessly pines away 

for him.
Then there is reno sweeney, most 

sensual of evangelists, operating in night-
clubs but now proselytizing on shipboard 
with her ancillary quartet of sexy “angels.”  
Also Moonface Martin, public enemy Nr. 
13, disguised as a minister, accompanied 
by his flighty, sailor-vamping moll erma 
and his rather more trusty machine gun 
posing as an encased violin. Further, a 
genuine minister mistaken for a gangster, 
and promptly hustled off by two FBi men, 
thus leaving behind two dubious chinese 
converts: gambler Luke and drinker John, 
ready for relapse.

Out of these and the bedeviled captain 
and Purser, as well as a crew of hedonistic 
sailors, the story winds and unwinds from 
magnificent confusion to a wondrous 
conclusion. The gags come thick and 
fast, the great songs ditto, including such 
stunners as “i Get a Kick Out of You,” 

“You’re the Top,” “easy to Love,” “it’s 
de-lovely,” “Blow, Gabriel, Blow,” “All 
Through the Night,” and the rousing title 
song, to name only the de-loveliest. All is 
as wonderful as can be when the excellent 
composer is also the inspired lyricist, as 
besides Porter’s is only the case of coward, 
Berlin and sondheim. i myself am a sucker 
for lyrics like, “You’re the top!/ You’re 
Mahatma Gandhi/ You’re the top!/ You’re 
Napoleon brandy./ You’re the purple light 
of a summer night in spain/ You’re the 
National Gall’ry,/ You’re Garbo’s  sal’ry/ 
You’re cellophane.”

Now what do you get when such 
golden material is directed, choreo-
graphed, designed and acted by platinum 
artists? Manna from heaven, i’d say. Let’s 
begin with Kathleen Marshall, hitherto 
a highly competent director-choreogra-
pher, but herewith a genius. some of her 
dance routines cover more time and space 
than you would think possible, and blend 

rhythmic exuberance with lyrical elegance 
into an ever-changing and breathtaking 
(for both dancers and audience) whole. 
Add to this as  conductor and arrangers 
such imposing figures as rob Fisher, 
Michael Gibson and david chase, and 
you float on a sea of wonders.

The cast? start with the reno sweeney 
of sutton Foster, surely the supreme star of 
the younger generation. she accomplishes 
the rare amalgam of sexy and sunny: lovely 
of face, figure and gams; exquisitely comic 
in expression, gesture and timing, with, on 
top of that, a Merman voice and Astaire 
feet. Plus her stupendous stamina, outgy-
rating a whirling dervish and holding a 
note longer than an ambulance its siren. 
did the word “enchanting” not already 
exist, it would surely have been invented 
for her.

here, too, are the sweetly farcical Joel 
Grey (Moonface), dashingly virile colin

Continued on page 23

Anything Goes
By John Simon

Continued from page 21

Westchester Vipers (eAsT), Buffalo 
Bison’s (WesT # 1), rochester edge 
(WesT # 2); No teams from the North 
or central sections qualified this year.

CAAMANO: can you tell us the 
outline of the games for the champion-
ships and teams playing?

MENSI: since it is a 3 team tourna-
ment the schedule is as follows:

8 am Westchester vs Buffalo; 2 pm 
rochester vs Westchester; and 8 pm 

Buffalo vs rochester. 2 points will be 
awarded for a win, 1 for a tie, and 0 for 
a loss. The team with the most points 
after the three games are played will be 
declared state champion and will repre-
sent New York at Nationals in detroit 
Michigan April 6 - 10

CAAMANO: What level are the 
teams, what leagues do they play in and 
what is the average of games and tourna-
ments a team plays?

MENSI: All three of the teams 
participating are Tier i programs; the 

top level of hockey in usA hockey. The 
Vipers play in the Girls Athletic League, 
the Bison’s and edge play out of the West 
and in the Ontario League in canada. All 
three teams played roughly 35 games this 
season and participated in 2 tournaments, 
not including states.

CAAMANO: After a team wins the 
state championship, what’s next?

MENSI: The winning team moves 
onto usA hockey Nationals.

CAAMANO: What advice can 
you give to girls who would like to play 
ice hockey and hope to make the state 
championships.

MENSI: Join a local organization, 
such as the Vipers. skate hard, practice 
hard, and play hard. hockey is not an easy 
sport and requires a lot of time. You must 
commit not only to the team but to the 
sport as well.

Albert Caamano has coached ice hockey for 15 
plus years to include recruiting young players 
in preparation for college, prep schools and 
tournaments, and also worked Goalie camps 
and clinics with former olympic coaches and 
college players. Direct email to sportswriter.
caamano@gmail.com

14u Girls New York State Ice Hockey Championships
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LEGAL NOTICES
Underhill Capital Advisors LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/3/2008.  Office in Westchester  
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to P.O. 
Box 785 Armonk, NY 10504. Purpose: Any lawful activity.  

R Patisserie LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 01/27/2011.  Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 52 
Webster Avenue #17 New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Phyllis A. Patrick & Associates, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 11/30/2010. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The 
LLC 1717 Purchase Street Purchase, NY 10577. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

Mcbride Business Venture, LLC Authority filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/29/10. Office loca-
tion: Westchester Co. LLC formed in Wyoming (WY) on 
10/19/10. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to Teton Agents, Inc. 575 S. Willow St, P.O. Box 
1226 Jackson, WY 83001. WY address of LLC: 575 S. Wil-
low St, P.O. Box 1226 Jackson, WY 83001. Arts. Of Org. 
filed with WY Secy. of State, 200 W 24th St Cheyenne, 
WY 82002. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of LINK NY REALTY, LLC, a domes-
tic Limited Liability Company (LLC).Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 3/07/2011.NY office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process to: C/O LINK NY REALTY, LLC, 51 
Rockledge Rd. #11C, Bronxville, NY 10708. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Purpose.

Westchester Jewelers & Pawnbrokers, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 7/6/2006.  Office 
in Westchester  Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to Barbara Buoninfante 685 Esplanade Pelham 
Manor, NY 10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Blueluxe LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/9/2011.  Office in Westchester  Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to Joshua Friedman 25 
Lake St Apt 5F White Plains, NY 10603. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. 

Fidelity Tax Services LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 12/7/2010.  Office in Westchester  Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 
64 Morningside Ave Yonkers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity. 

Eco-Mail Development, LLC Authority filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 3/17/2011. Office location: 
Westchester Co. LLC formed in Delaware (DE) on 
2/19/10 SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to The LLC 38 E Lake Drive Katonah, NY 10536. DE 
address of LLC: 2711 Centerville Rd Ste 400 Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, PO 
Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Takeoff Dotcom NY LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 3/16/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 98 
Woodland Ave New Rochelle, NY 10805. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Main Street Medical Staffing, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2011. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
Craig R. Parker, Esq. 52 Main Street Bedford Hills, NY 
10507. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

PNC Realty LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 3/21/2011. Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to The LLC 73 Rodman 
Oval New Rochelle, NY 10805. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, CITI-
MORTGAGE, INC, Plaintiff, vs. VIOLET JARVIS, ET AL., 
Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
filed on May 12, 2010, I, the undersigned Referee will 
sell at public auction at the Westchester County Court-
house, Lobby, 111 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
White Plains, NY on June 08, 2011 at 1:30 p.m., premises 
known as 8 Waring Row, Yonkers, NY. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erected, situate, lying and being in 
the City of Yonkers, County of Westchester and State of 
New York, Section 2, Block 2027 and Lot 33. Premises 
will be sold subject to provisions of filed Judgment In-
dex # 15748/08. 

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of a Proceeding under Article 6  FU No. 117336 
of the Family Court Act  Docket No. V-07474-10

ERENDIRA PEREZ,

Petitioner,    SUMMONS (Publication)  
 -against- 
ELVIS JIMENEZ, 
 Respondent

IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT: ELVIS 
JIMENEZ,

WHO RESIDES OR IS FOUND AT: ADDRESS UNKNOWN IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, TEXAS OR NEW YORK a 
petition under Article 6 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court requesting: SOLE LEGAL AND PHYSI-
CAL CUSTODY OF THE MINOR CHILD, BARBARA JIMENEZ.

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 53 SOUTH BROADWAY, 4TH FLOOR, 
YONKERS, New York, on April 21, 2011, at 2 P.M. in the noon, of that day to answer the petition and to be dealt with in 
accordance with Article 6 of the Family Court Act.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, an inquest hearing will be held in your absence.

On your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be issued for your arrest.

Dated: February 21, 2011

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT: The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to an 
Order of the Hon. Mary Anne Scattaretico-Naber, Judge of the Family Court, Westchester County, dated and filed 
with the petition and other papers in the Office of the Clerk of the Family Court, Westchester County.

Classified Ads
Prime Retail - Westchester County

Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 
Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 
914.632.1230

Office Space Available-  
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Continued from page 22

donnell (Billy), the riotous comics John McMartin 
(Whitney) and Adam Godley (evelyn), the stately 
matron Jessica Walter (evageline), the delicious ingénue 
Laura Osnes (hope), the sassy comedienne Jessica stone 
(erma), and the amusingly befuddled captain and Purser 
of Walter charles and robert creighton, along with no 
less negligible others.

The endlessly inventive set designer derek McLane 
has come up with a jaunty ship of cools in shape, color, 
and versatile mobility; Martin Pokledinaz’s costumes 
are a Lucullan feast for the eye; and Peter Kaczorowski’s 
lighting beats even the purple light of a summer night in 
spain.

i caught a matinee performance, but would have 
happily sat through the evening one as well, and a couple 
more. But i mustn’t be greedy; you, dear readers, may 
want those seats just as much as i do.

Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on theatre, film, 
literature, music and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National Review, New York 
Magazine, Opera News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com 
and Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New York 
Times Book Review and Washington Post. He has written 
profiles for Vogue, Town and Country, Departures and 
Connoisseur and produced 17 books of collected writings. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard 
College and Marymount Manhattan College. To learn more, 
visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.com website.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

SERVING ALL FAITHS
Ample Parking • Modern Chapels

Burial & Cremation Services
Serving Northern 

Westchester
Since 1955

Clark Funeral Home,Inc.

Anything Goes

The Westchester Guardian  
is now accepting paid 

obituaries from funeral 
directors and families 

for publication. 
Memorial Tributes from 
business and community 

organizations, as well as in 
Memoriam remembrances, 

are also being accepted.
call 914.576.1481 between 
10:30AM and 5:30PM for 
more information and to 
reserve space or email:  

obit@westchester 
guardian.com.
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