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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed in, 
Westchester County. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable informa-

tion without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PEOPLE’S 
RIGHT TO KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, 
no matter where the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and 
businesses all over Westchester County. As a weekly, rather than 

focusing on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily 
journals, we will instead seek to provide the broader, more compre-

hensive, chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened 
with analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We will 
take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not neces-
sarily better. And, furthermore, we will acknowledge that we cannot be 

all things to all readers. We must carefully balance the presentation of 
relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and commentary, with features 
and columns useful in daily living and employment in, and around, the 
county. We must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog 
and Aris
Westchester On the Level is heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. Join 
the conversation by calling toll-free to 1-877-674-2436. Please stay on topic.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are your co-hosts. In the week beginning February 20th and ending on 
February 24th, we have an exciting entourage of guests. 
Every Monday is special. On Monday, February 20th, Krystal Wade, a celebrated participant in http://
www.TheWritersCollection.com is our guest. Krystal Wade is a mother of three who works fifty miles 
from home and writes in her “spare time.” “Wilde’s Fire,” her debut novel has been accepted for publication 
and should be available in 2012. Not far behind is her second novel, “Wilde’s Army.” How does she do it? 
Tune in and find out.
Co-hosts Richard Narog and Hezi Aris will relish the dissection of all things politics on Tuesday, February 
21st. Yonkers City Council President Chuck Lesnick will share his perspective from the august inner 
sanctum of the City Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 22nd. Stephen Cerrato, Esq., will share 
his political insight on Thursday, February 23rd. Friday, February 24th has yet to be filled. It may be a propi-
tious day to sum up what transpired throughout the week. A sort of BlogTalk Radio version of That Was 
The Week That Was (TWTWTW).
For those who cannot join us live, consider listening to the show by way of an MP3 download, or on 
demand. Within 15 minutes of a show’s ending, you can find the segment in our archive that you may link 
to using the hyperlink provided in the opening paragraph. 
The entire archive is available and maintained for your perusal. The easiest way to find a particular interview 
is to search Google, or any other search engine, for the subject matter or the name of the interviewee. For 
example, search Google, Yahoo, AOL Search for Westchester On the Level, Blog Talk Radio, or use the 
hyperlink above. 
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 RADIO

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester On the Level is usually heard from Monday to Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon on the Internet: http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterOntheLevel. 
Because of the importance of a Federal court case purporting corruption and bribery 
allegations, programming with be suspended for the days of March 26 to 29, 2012. Yon-
kers Philharmonic Orchestra Conductor James Sadewhite is our scheduled guest Friday, 
March 30.

It is however anticipated that the jury will conclude its deliberation on either Mon-
day or Tuesday, March 26 or 27. Should that be the case, we will resume our regular 
programming schedule and announce that fact on the Yonkers Tribune website.
Richard Narog and Hezi Aris are co-hosts of the show.

Page 26 The WesTchesTer Guardian ThursdaY, FeBruarY 23, 2012

George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
Professional Dominican

Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today
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914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com
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CommunitySection
CALENDAR

By MARK JEFFERS
We just finished Easter Egg hunt-
ing, now it seems like it is GoP 
Governor hunting season, many 
local Republican politicians have 
been mentioned as potentials to 

run against current governor, northern Westches-
ter neighbor Democrat Andrew Cuomo, no i was 
not invited to run, which frees me up to write this 
week’s election free edition of news and notes.

if you have young children, you are most likely 
an early riser so why not bring your children ages 
3 and up to our friends at northern Westchester 
Hospital in mount Kisco for their Annual teddy 
Bear Clinic on Saturday morning April 13th at 
8:00am. nWH physicians and nurses will provide 
your furry friends (stuffed animals) with medical 
check-ups and demonstrate casting, suturing, iV 
therapy, and x-rays. other happenings will be Spin 
the Wheel of nutrition, First Aid and Safety tips, 
Germbusters, Visit the Pediatric unit and tour an 
ambulance. Call 914-666-1904 to register no insur-
ance necessary!

now for the older kids like me Hilltop Ha-
nover Farms is calling all beer aficionados on Satur-
day April 13th at noon. tired of bringing the same 
boring brands to parties, interested in exploring an 
art form as old as civilization, then come join this 
informative workshop taught by the Westchester 
Homebrewers organization, and learn how to 
brew batches of your favorite beer in the comfort of 
your own kitchen. This course will include a dem-
onstration of the basic principles of beer brewing, an 
exploration of the differences between ale and lager 
production, and will include a tasting of various beer 
styles (count me in). Discounted starter equipment 
kits will also be available for purchase. The class is 
limited to 20 students, and registration is required, 
call 914-962-2368 for details.

The Bedford Historical Society will hold a trib-
ute to local historian and founder of the Leather-
man’s Loop Race tony Godino on April 19th.

A little input from my beloved. The Chap-
paqua Garden Club is sponsoring a lecture on The 
Little Black Dress at The First Congregational 
Church of Chappaqua on Wednesday, April 17th 
at 7:30pm. Bill Graham, a longtime fashion advi-
sor, will show how to accessorize the Little Black 
Dress that was inspired by his visit to the Chanel 

exhibit at the met museum. His repertoire will go 
from business casual to black tie, and each will be 
accompanied by a lovely floral arrangement of his 
own design. Dessert and coffee will be served for 
this special and fun event. Bring a table of friends 
because it’s free to the public.

mount Pleasant’s Community outdoor 
Spring tag Sale is taking place at the Community 
Center in Valhalla on Sunday, April 14th.

now here is a novel idea. on monday evening 
April 22nd at 7:00 pm the public is invited to a joint 
meeting of the Bedford town Board, the planning 
board, community groups, neighboring property 
owners and anyone else who is interested, to discuss 
development the plot of land next to the Bedford 
Playhouse along with the owner / developer Phoe-
nix Partners. Pace Law School Professor John R. 
nolon, a nationally recognized land-use authority, 
will moderate the discussion, gathering input from 
all interested parties then airing the broad range of 
views on developing this particularly important plot 
of land. The meeting will take place at the town of 
Bedford town Hall.

Pets Alive, a no-kill animal rescue group is 
holding a fundraiser at mount Kisco’s mtK tav-
ern on April 17th, a portion of the night’s proceeds 
will be donated to the organization. Donations of 
food, blankets, cleaning supplies and money will 
also be accepted.

Share the power of a wish by donating your car 
to the make-A-Wish of Hudson Valley’s “Wheels 
for Wishes” program, call 914-368-2319 for more 
information.

The mianus River Gorge in Bedford celebrates 
its 60th anniversary and has once again opened its 
trails to the public. on April 20th will host “A Walk 
on the Wild Side”, in conjunction with local en-
vironmental groups, Pound Ridge Land Conser-
vancy, Bedford Audubon Society and Westchester 
Land trust. Visitors will have the opportunity to 
learn about ongoing wildflower restoration efforts.

Here’s your chance, if you have an event you 
would like us to mention in news & notes, we 
would love to, just drop us an email at marsar@op-
tonline.net, two weeks notice would help as i really 
can’t write that fast… see you next week.
Mark Jeffers resides in Bedford Hills, New York, with 
his wife Sarah, and three daughters, Kate, Amanda, 
and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

Westchester On the Level with Narog and Aris
Westchester on the Level is heard from monday to 
Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon on the internet: http://
www.BlogtalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel.  
Join the conversation by calling 1-347-205-9201. 

 RADIO

mailto:marsar@optonline.net
mailto:marsar@optonline.net
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel
http://www.BlogTalkRadio.com/WestchesterontheLevel
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CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

By SHERIF AWAD
For talented actors 
around the world, the 
dream of becoming a 
famous star has no bor-
ders. in Egypt, many 

actors who have made it in regional 
cinema have also tried to make a career 
on the international stage. on the other 
hand, other Egyptian actors who were 
born abroad are also longing to make 
a career in their homeland, given the 
popularity of Egyptian cinema and tV 
series and its impact on the Pan Arab 
audience.

The Austrian-born Amira El-
Sayed is one of those young talented 
actresses. She has neither cut her ties 
with the city of Alexandria where her 
father was born nor with the recent 
sociopolitical changes in her country 
Egypt. Although her acting career in 
Austria and Germany is starting to 
shape, Amira is also dreaming of being 
cast in an Egyptian film or tV series.

Born in 1991, Amira fell in love 
with acting since her early childhood 
even before she knew it is a real job 
through which one can make a liv-
ing. “i was acting at the theatre of my 
school then with the youth Theatre in 
innsbruck”, remembers Amira. “At the 
age of sixteen, i decided to go to Vienna 
and stay with my aunt to study acting 
and pursue a professional career. After i 
joined the First Film Academy, where i 
studied for one year, the famous Austri-
an actor Heribert Sasse coincidentally 
visited the academy and picked me to 
join his acting seminars for two years. 
once finished, i could call myself as 
one of his students, which very much 
helps in Vienna’s casting calls”. Sasse 
was so convinced by Amira’s talent to 
the point to urging her to join max Re-

inhardt Seminar in 2010 to strengthen 
her skills. “i started to get film and the-
atre offers during the first year at max 
Reinhardt but i couldn’t accept them 
because the school wouldn’t allow its 
student to work in the first three years,” 
she said.

Amira maintained her connec-
tion with Egypt while taking frequent 
visits accompanying her parents. Her 
father Adel El-Sayed told her about 
how he was driven to leave Egypt due 
his involvement in politics. “While be-
ing a sociology student in Alexandria 
university, he was arrested and thrown 
into jail along with some of his socialist 
and activist friends and colleagues after 
being part of a demonstration against 
Sadat’s regime in the late seventies,” ex-
plains Amira. “After a month in jail, an 
officer came and met them to propose 
a deal: they could be freed and allowed 
to continue their studies if they sign a 
document in which they swear not to 
be involved in politics again.” most of 
those who signed ultimately left Egypt 
including Amira’s father who travelled 

to Austria to complete his higher stud-
ies and became a professor of Political 
Science at innsbruck university. it was 
in the city of innsbruck where he also 
made many friends and met Amira’s 
mother.

During her childhood, Amira 
used to frequently visit Egypt with her 
parents during holidays and even went 
to the kindergarten in Alexandria for 
two years. “my father kept on writing 
about Egypt while we were in Austria. 
in other words, he was still an activist 
on paper, which put him again into 
trouble with the Egyptian authorities 
that went to arrest him again up in 
front of my kindergarten in Alexan-
dria. Although my mother didn’t have 
a clue about how things go in Egypt, 
she went to many police stations and 
threatened to go to the international 
media if they don’t free him. my father 
returned home after a week only to 
reveal that he was interrogated by the 
late omar Suleiman, the former head 
of Egyptian intelligence, because of his 
doctorate thesis Palästina in der Man-
datszeit, Palestine During the time of 
the mandate”.

While studying in max Reinhardt, 
Amira could not resist accepting the 
female role in the Austrian stage ad-

aptation of Paul Schrader’s play The 
Cleopatra Club and was exceptionally 
permitted to go on stage. Schrader is 
famous for his film career being the 
screenwriter of classics like Taxi Driver 
and Raging Bull, that both starred Rob-

ert de niro; both directed by martin 
Scorsese. He is also the writer-director 
of other film classics like Mishima: A 
Life in Four Chapters, The Comfort of 
Strangers and Light Sleeper. The play 
that debuted in 2004 on Broadway was 
based on Schrader’s own experience 
when he was invited to participate as a 
jury member in the Cairo Film Festival 
back in the 1990s. it revolves about a 
filmmaker and a film critic who were 
among the invitees of the Cairo Film 
Festival only to be outraged when the 
festival bans a film depicting a love 
story between a Palestinian man and 
a Jewish woman. When they both try 
to speak to the press, they are appre-
hended by an Egyptian police officer 
who presumes for the two of them: 
“A film festival is not about movies, it’s 
about culture, and culture is politics, and 
politics is religion”. So in the Austrian 
version, Amira was offered the role of 
Esmet the festival’s interpreter who 

accompanies the two invitees. “it was 
important for me to join this produc-
tion because it revealed the hidden 
face of the Egyptian regime and a side 
not as exotic as seen by many tourists 
and because it was also reminiscent of 
what happened to my father during 
his university years and again when he 
returned to Egypt several years later”, 
says Amira who continued her perfor-
mance in The Cleopatra Club for several 
months. During an interview on Aus-
trian Radio 1, Ö1, Amira spoke about 
the play and the story of her father. Her 
interview was heard by an Australian 
publishing house, “Letter P”, who con-
tacted her to write down her story in 
a book. So ultimately, Amira followed 
the footstep of her academic father and 
became the book author of Klang der 
Freiheit (Sound of Freedom), named 
after songs enchanted in tahrir Square 
during the Egyptian revolution. “in this 
book, i was trying to retell the story of 
my Alexandrian family as an example 
of one Egyptian family and particularly 
my father Adel El-Sayed. i found it 
impossible not to connect it to all the 
recent happenings in Egypt, until the 
months that preceded the revolution of 
January 25. Sound of Freedom also tries 
to answer questions of some of my Eu-
ropean friends who didn’t understand 
why this revolution was (and is still) 
necessary,” explains Amira.

Following the advice of her new 
agent Divina, Amira El-Sayed just 
made a move to Berlin where she plans 
to continue her studies in The Ernst 
Busch Academy of Dramatic Art while 
trying to work in German film and tV. 
She is in talks to star in the next film 
by Fatih Akin, the internationally re-
nowned turkish-German filmmaker 
who got international awards for his 
past films like Head-on and Edge of 
Heaven. She will soon be seen in the 
Austrian film Schleier (Veil) where she 
plays a second-generation Egyptian-
Austrian housewife who tries to help 
her husband to overcome an identity 
crisis.
Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a 
film / video critic and curator. He is the 
film editor of Egypt Today Magazine 
(www.EgyptToday.com), and the artis-
tic director for both the Alexandria Film 
Festival, in Egypt, and the Arab Rotter-
dam Festival, in The Netherlands. He also 
contributes to Variety, in the United States, 
and is the film critic of Variety Arabia 
(http://varietyarabia.com/), in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Al-Masry 
Al-Youm Website (http://www.almasry-
alyoum.com/en/node/198132) and The 
Westchester Guardian (www.Westchester-
Guardian.com).

With Her Eyes on Egypt

Cleopatra Club Advertising Art.

Amira El-Sayed (right) with Egyptian-born actor Elsayed Kandil, writer Paul 
Schrader, and Austrian actors Bernd Jeschek and Thomas Anzenhofer.

Amira El-Sayed.

Amira’s Book “Sound of Freedom”.

Amira by her father’s side, Adel El-
Sayed, in Alexandria last year.

http://www.egypttoday.com/
http://varietyarabia.com/
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.almasryalyoum.com/en/node/198132
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
http://www.westchesterguardian.com/
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

By PEGGY GODFREY
instead of first having 
the presentation for 
the proposed monroe 
College dormitory on 
main Street in new 

Rochelle, a public hearing preceded 
the college’s presentation. This hap-
pened at the new Rochelle indus-
trial Development Corporation (nR 
iDA) meeting on march 28, 2013. 
Concerns raised during the public 
hearing centered on the finances of 
the “For-Profit” monroe College, 
present student housing, and the tax 
abatements sought.

Prior to the meeting, City man-
ager and nR iDA member Chuck 
Strome, said monroe College was 
scheduled to pay $275,000 per an-
num in projected real estate taxes 
after the dormitory was built. How-
ever, no information was afforded to 
substantiate how this tax assessment 
amount was determined or whether 
it depended upon monroe College 
enrolling a sufficient number of stu-
dents needed to pay off the debt for 

the dormitory. The college was asked 
how much of monroe’s tuition costs 
are covered by government grants 
and entitlements. in the present fis-
cal climate what would happen to the 
college’s enrollment if the student fi-
nancing by the government declined 
or was lowered? Answers were not 
forthcoming.

But information distributed at 
the evening’s meeting was the most 
puzzling use of the word “agency”, 
rather than the appropriate term 
nR iDA, with respect to the iDA 
in the resolution one sentence read 
this agency “will assist in the acquisi-
tive, construction and equipping of a 
certain facility consisting of a ground 
leasehold interest in an approxi-
mately .514 acre parcel of land cur-
rently owned or to be owned by 370 
main Street, LLC, or a related en-
tity, located at 384 main Street, new 
Rochelle...” new Rochelle iDA will 
virtually own the monroe Dormi-
tory as of April 1, 2013. While there 
are many claims about the limited 
amount of liability the nR iDA will 

have, there were no provisions listed 
on whether monroe College will ever 
own the dormitory.

The response by iDA members 
to questions about the legal liability 
of the nR iDA with this arrange-
ment was that this iDA had to own 
the property so that monroe College 
could save sales tax and mortgage re-
cording tax.

one resident at the hearing, 
Laraine Karl, felt monroe College 
could afford to pay a fair tax. She 
cited a monroe College bus adver-
tisement she saw which cost $88,000. 
in her opinion the City needed the 
sales tax and monroe College should 
not be granted this abatement. At a 
previous Planning Board meeting 
she had noted that a zoning change 
was needed to allow monroe College 
to have administrative offices in the 
downtown. She did now understand 
how the Planning Board could have 
voted for the monroe dormitory 
plan when no public hearings on this 
zoning code change had been held. 
At a later date, after a City Council 

hearing, the zoning code change was 
voted on by the new Rochelle City 
Council. But that was after the Plan-
ning Board approved the Dormitory.

The iDA meeting proceeded to 
a presentation by monroe College’s 
Vice President, David Dimond. He 
emphasized the vote was “a reautho-
rization” of the 2009 approval em-
phasizing this dormitory would be 
financed by monroe with no public 
funds. The mortgage recording tax 
and sales tax abatements, if granted, 
would be paid back in four years with 
the yearly $275,000 real estate taxes. 
Dimond said if the abatements are 
not given, the college “can’t go for-
ward.” This 300 student dormitory 
building will be the way to sustain 
the resident programs. He claimed 
500 construction jobs and 12 full 
time jobs would be created. Valeria 
orellano asked where the college stu-
dents live now and was told the stu-
dents are living in various apartment 
buildings in the downtown area and 
this building will allow the college to 
consolidate them in one place. Gor-

don Bell asked how the dormitories 
perform financially. He was told they 
“lose money” and Allison Hall their 
already completed dormitory loses 
money every year. Strome claimed 
the college creates “direct and in-
direct: revenue.’ When asked about 
investments for funding, the answer 
was this dormitory was not planned 
as a profit model. Dimond added if 
this dormitory project does not go 
forward, they will “pull back” which 
he claimed would be “a detriment to 
new Rochelle, He felt the dormitory 
was monroe’s “gamble.”

All nR iDA members, with 
the exception of Gordon Bell, who 
said he had a relative that worked at 
monroe, voted in favor of the dormi-
tory proposal.

According to a previous audit in 
2010 of new Rochelle’s iDA the cost 
per job created was the second high-
est in the state at $30,500 per job. Do 
the taxpayers know if this project will 
be monitored for costs?
Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and 
a former educator.

Another IDA Project - Monroe College’s Dormitory
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Continued on page 7

ENVIRONMENT

By RICH MONETTI
Peekskill middle 
School has for the last 
18 years taken part in 
the annual Wheela-
brator technologies 

Symposium for Environment and 
Education in Florida. This April 29th, 
ten students from the Peekskill Envi-
ronmental Club will be making the trip, 
and as part of the presentation, they will 
screen a public service message called 
“Surviving Sandy: Ways to Stay Safe 
During a major Storm”.

Sounding perhaps like a simple 
matter of shifting with the wind, it’s re-
ally about what could happen if West-
chester communities let themselves be 
blown away by thinking that the next 
Hurricane Sandy can only amount to 
inconvenience.

“What we witnessed was abso-
lutely tremendous, and we realized that 
Westchester was not prepared,” said 
team member Emily Czerwinski.

in turn, Emily and her classmates’ 
six-minute clip reserves a point blank 
designation for the town. “next time 
we’ll be ready,” advised Emily.

Seeing trees uprooted, downed 
power lines cutting off roadways and 
transformers ripped from their respec-
tive base, this PSA understands the first 
order of business and hopes to bring 
the community into alignment. “Peo-
ple will know how to locate emergency 
shelters and how to keep their homes 
safe,” says club member José Pimentel.

The latter means making sure fire 
and carbon monoxide detectors are 
functioning and charged and unplug-
ging electronic equipment so power 
surges don’t spark fires. The PSA also 

instructs that electric generators should 
never run inside or near their homes as 
leakage can cause deadly carbon mon-
oxide emissions entering the house-
hold.

it never gets old to repeat the ob-
vious the PSA asserts. Batteries, flash-
lights, a three-day supply of food and 
water, a week’s supply of medication 
and easy access to doctor’s numbers are 
all among the easy to remember – even 
if they may still be lacking in many 
households.

Eventually getting back to school 
after all the outages then helped fill in 
the blanks. “We talked to everybody, 
found out what people went through, 
and put it in the computer,” said club 
member Arianna Hurtado.

youtubing the PSA should have 
Peekskill ready with fully charged cell 
phones and gas tanks, secured lawn 
furniture, tools and toys, battery pow-
ered lamps instead of candles, supplies 
for pets, alternative evacuation routes 
planned for elderly relatives with lim-
ited mobility and extra glasses, syringes 
and first aid.

The one item that took everyone 
by surprise – paperwork. “make sure all 
your important documents are secure 
by putting things in sealed plastic bags,” 
said José.

But the most important prepara-
tion is synchronization. “make sure 
everyone in your family is on the same 
page,” stressed José.

on the other hand, since the 

origins of climate change do not have 
everyone reading from the same book, 
the kids are mostly staying away from 
the politics in their PSA. According to 
Peekskill middle School teacher and 
club advisor Scott tabone, it is part 
of the knowledge base they are trying 
to build upon as part of the reference 
points at the same time. “Warming 
temperatures made the storm double 
back and hit our area again. So we’re 
doing our own research and learning 
how global warming is contributing to 
these storms that are becoming almost 
a norm for the east coast,” expressed 
tabone

nonetheless, the altered seasonal 
forecast of our times still allows for safe 
passage to Florida later this month. But 

the ease by which kids will take to the 
stage for the presentation has little re-
lation to the shift in the weather and 
remains a constant of previous expe-
rience. “i was really nervous,” said 8th 
grader Birch Lazo-murphy, “because 
they are all looking at you – watching 
every move, to see if you might make 
a mistake. But i don’t think i’m going 
to be nervous this year. They’re all just 
watching so it’s not really a big deal.”

As significant this life skill may be, 
the kids seemed to hold a consensus 
on what looms largest in their learning 
process - its “teamwork,” José expressed, 
in an adamant and elevated voice to the 
shared sentiment of the class.

mr. tabone substantiated the sen-
timent by detailing the daily scene, “it’s 
just an amazing sense of teamwork that 
comes out of these ten kids. They get 
closer than probably any other group in 
school. They work everyday with each 
other, travel to another state to repre-
sent Peekskill and the middle school 
so i think teamwork is definitely what 
these kids are all about.”

Everyone should merit a cool 
ten-day break from April showers and 
middle school homework. not quite, 
according to mr. tabone, but hopefully 
there is a day at the beach for these com-
munity and socially conscious middle 
schoolers, who have one encompassing 
message in the event of any emergency. 
“Don’t panic,” concluded José.

As long as Peekskill tunes-in to 
the Peekskill middle School’s youtube 
PSA – it shouldn’t be a problem.
Rich Monetti has been a freelance writer 
since 2003 and lives in Westchester.

Peekskill Middle School to Attend Wheelabrator Technologies Symposium

Kenneth Phillips (back row L) and Brett Baker (back row R) of Wheelabrator Technologies, and Peekskill Middle School teachers 
Liz Damiano (front row L) and Scott Tabone (front row R) prepare students for their upcoming presentation at Wheelabrator 

Technologies’ 19th Annual Symposium for Environment and Education on April 29 where they will showcase the results of their 
project titled “Surviving Sandy: Ways to Stay Safe During a Major Storm”.

FILM

LOS ANGELES, CA AND 
YONKERS, NY – April 12, 
2013 – yonkers’ Lincoln High 
School has been selected by Par-
ticipant media and Big Picture 
instructional Design, as one of 
only 15 high schools from around 
the country to receive an award as 
part of their national “Stand Tall: 
Live Like Lincoln” High School 
Screening Campaign.

Chad Boettcher, Executive 
Vice President of Social Ac-

tion and Advocacy at Participant 
media, said, “Prior to the film’s 
release, we engaged Penn Schoen 
Berland to conduct a research 
study to help inform the focus of 
our Social Action campaign for 
Lincoln. Among the findings of 
the study was that more than half 
of Americans think it’s impor-
tant to learn about Lincoln, but 
two thirds say they know little to 
nothing about him, which clearly 
indicated the need to remind citi-

zens about the 16th President’s 
accomplishments.”

As a result, this unique high 
school screening campaign, 
“Stand tall: Live Like Lincoln,” 
is designed to use the film to 
spark educational conversations 
on the film’s themes of leader-
ship, civic engagement and pub-
lic service. Discussions will be 
facilitated using Disney’s distrib-
uted curricula as well as a series 
of standards-based extension 

activities and discussion prompts 
that were crafted by Big Picture 
instructional Design. Through-
out the month of April, the film 
will be screened at 15 different 
high schools in 15 different states 
across the country. in addition to 
receiving their own copy of the 
film and its accompanying col-
lateral materials, all the schools 
will receive a package of brand 
new audio-visual equipment.

Steven Spielberg’s “Lincoln” Selected to be Screened at Yonkers’ Lincoln High School
Two-time Academy Award® Winning Film will be Gifted for School Use

Director Steven Spielberg flanked by Sally Field and Daniel 
Day-Lewis
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By ROBERT SCOTT
“i shall have many lov-
ers,” Edna announced 
to Floyd Dell imme-
diately after they first 
made love in her un-

heated room on 9th Street in 1917.
Floyd found this remark discon-

certing, a strange reaction in someone 
who had a reputation in Greenwich 
Village as a Don Juan.

Even more disconcerting was her 
later revelation to him that she had 

made his play’s title a reality by having 
an affair with the actor playing the part 
of the Angel in Dell’s play The Angel 
Intrudes.

With Dell, it was an on-again, off-
again relationship. He tried repeatedly 
to get her to undertake psychoanalysis, 
but she resisted.

“you ask too many questions, 
Floyd,” she told him. “you know our 
happiness cannot last very long, any-
way. And it will end all the sooner if 
you try to analyze me. There are doors 

in my mind that you must not try to 
open. Am i to have no self that is mine 
alone?”

Edna did indeed have many in-
tense relationships with men. one 
biographer in a volume describing her 
love life and love poems cataloged half a 
hundred men (and a few women) with 
whom she had sexual relationships.

it became common knowledge in 
Greenwich Village that Edna suffered 
from recurrent headaches whenever 
she was writing. in his 1959 book Great 

Companions: Critical Memoirs of Some 
Famous Friends, max Eastman tells an 
interesting story that tells something 
about Edna’s attitude toward her own 
sexuality, as well as toward psycho-
analysis.

She was sitting alone at a party 
nursing a headache. A young doctor 
approached and said he had been ob-
serving her and thought he might be 
able to help her.

At his suggestion, they went into 
the library. After the doctor closed the 
door conspiratorially, he disclosed he 
was a psychoanalyst and asked, “i won-
der if it has ever occurred to you that 

Mastering Outcomes while Minimizing Surgery

“When these doctors put on 

their lab coats, they don’t hang 

up their humility, compassion, 

or understanding.”

Hudson Valley Surgical Group
777 N. Broadway, Ste. 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

Hudson Valley Surgical Group
provides the latest in Minimally 
Invasive Surgery 
most advanced Laparoscopic 
Technology.

HudsonValleySurgeons.com

914.631.3660
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Commercial • Industrial  
 & Residential Services

Roll-Off Containers 1-30 Yards
Home Clean-up Containers

Turn-key Demolition Services

DEC Licensed Transfer Station

DEP Licensed Rail Serve
Transfer  & Recycling Services

    Licensed Demolition Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated
Radio Dispatched

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

On Site Document Destruction

Same Day Roll Off Service 
If You Call By Noon

City Carting of Westchester  • Somers Sanitation
B & S Carting   •  AAA Paper Recycling  •  Bria Carting  •  CRP Sanitation

 800.872.7405  •  8 VIADUCT RD., STAMFORD, CT  •  203.324.4090

www.citycarting.net

Steven Spielberg directs two-time 
Academy Award® winner Daniel Day-
Lewis in “Lincoln,” a revealing drama 
that focuses on the 16th President’s 
tumultuous final months in office. in 
a nation divided by war and the strong 
winds of change, Lincoln pursues a 
course of action designed to end the 
war, unite the country and abolish slav-
ery. With the moral courage and fierce 

determination to succeed, his choices 
during this critical moment will change 
the fate of generations to come. Star-
ring Daniel Day-Lewis, Sally Field, 
David Strathairn, Joseph Gordon-
Levitt, James Spader, Hal Holbrook and 
tommy Lee Jones, Lincoln is produced 
by Steven Spielberg and Kathleen Ken-
nedy, with a screenplay by tony Kushner, 
based in part on the book Team of Rivals: 
The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln 

by Doris Kearns Goodwin.
Participant media (www.partici-

pantmedia.com) is an entertainment 
company that focuses on documentary 
and non-documentary feature films, 
television, publishing and digital con-
tent about the real issues that shape our 
lives. For each of its projects, Participant 
creates social action and advocacy pro-
grams to transform the impact of the 
media experience into individual and 

community action. Participant’s online 
Social Action network is takePart 
(takepart.com). Founded by Jeff Skoll 
in 2004, Jim Berk serves as CEo. Par-
ticipant’s films include The Kite Runner, 
Charlie Wilson’s War, An Inconvenient 
Truth, Waiting for “Superman,” Fair 
Game, The Help, Contagion, The Best 
Exotic Marigold Hotel, Lincoln, Promised 
Land and No.

Big Picture Instructional De-
sign (www.bigpictureinstructional.
com) gets all the stakeholders in the 

educational space talking about — and 
watching — movies. As former class-
room educators with extensive experi-
ence in nonprofit work, educational 
administration, and media literacy, 
BPiD increases the reach and impact 
of issue-driven films, television projects, 
and documentaries by creating custom-
designed campaigns and collateral ma-
terials that always put the film at the 
forefront. Projects include The Soloist, 
The Conspirator, ESCAPE FIRE, and 
Lincoln.

FILM

Spielberg’s “Lincoln” Selected to be Screened at Yonkers’ Lincoln High School
Continued from page 6

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

Edna St. Vincent Millay, 2: Love and Marriage 

Edna St. Vincent Millay and husband 
Eugen Boissevain parody life in 

Suburbia in front of their narrow house 
at 75-1/2 Bedford Street in Greenwich 
Village. The man sitting in the chair in 

the background is unidentified. Continued on page 8

http://www.participantmedia.com/
http://www.participantmedia.com/
http://takepart.com/
http://www.bigpictureinstructional.com
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

CHRONICLES OF CROTON’S BOHEMIA

you might perhaps--although you are 
hardly conscious of it--have an occa-
sional erotic impulse toward a person of 
your own sex?”

Edna replied with her usual 
forthrightness, “oh, you mean i’m 
homosexual! of course i am, and het-
erosexual, too. But what’s that got to do 
with my headache?”

Her bewildering array of suitors 
and lovers caused Edna to jump at the 
chance to become a foreign correspon-
dent for Vanity Fair. Her itinerary in-
cluded France, England, italy, Albania, 
Austria, and Hungary,

By 1923, Edna had several books 
to her credit, and her reputation was 
growing. After a two-year sojourn in 
Europe, Edna returned to the united 
States in February, plagued by severe 
gastrointestinal problems accompanied 
by pain, weight loss and fatigue.

She found an apartment on Wa-
verly Place in Greenwich Village and 
shared it with Esther “tess” Root, with 
whom she had traveled in Europe. tess 

Root was planning a weekend visit to 
the mount Airy house of friends she 
had met in Paris—attorney Dudley 
Field malone and his wife, suffragist 
Doris Stevens—and persuaded Edna 
to accompany her. Poet Arthur Davison 
Ficke and his future wife, the charming 
young painter Gladys Brown, were also 
guests.

members of Croton’s artistic 
community dropped in that evening. 

Among them were Floyd Dell and 
his blond wife, B. marie. Also present 
was tall, attractive bachelor, a wealthy 
Dutch importer of coffee named 
Eugen Boissevain. (His first name, a 
variant of Eugene, is pronounced “oy-
gen.”) Boissevain had rented the empty 
house next to max Eastman’s house at 
the crest of mount Airy. its owners, art-
ist Boardman Robinson and his wife, 
were in England.

Boissevain’s destiny was to marry 
great women. on a transatlantic cross-
ing in 1913 he met suffragist inez mil-
holland and married her in London. 
She died an untimely death from ane-
mia three years later.

The group discussed a Broad-
way play in which a naive young man 
from the country comes to the big city, 
stumbles into a den of iniquity and is 
ruined. Ficke, who had a talent for 
inventing games and diversions, pro-
posed that they reverse the situation 

in an impromptu playlet. in this, two 
young people on their way to spend a 
weekend in the country meet on a train 
and unwittingly fall into the hands of 
evil country types who attempt to bring 
about their downfall.

Floyd Dell later recalled: “Eugen 
and Edna had the part of two lovers 
in a delicious farcical invention, at once 
Rabelaisian and romantic. They acted 
their parts wonderfully--so remarkably, 
indeed, that it was apparent to us all that 
it wasn’t just acting. We were having the 
unusual privilege of seeing a man and a 
girl fall in love with each other violently 
and in public, and telling each other so, 
and doing it very beautifully.”

Edna’s meeting with Eugen was 
providential and probably saved her 
life. He detected just how ill Edna was 
beneath her high-spirited gaiety and 
persuaded her to remain in Croton. She 
moved in with him, only going into the 
city for medical tests.

Early in may, she received a letter 
notifying her that she had been award-
ed the 1922 prize for poetry and asking 
her to keep this confidential until the 
full list of awards was released. A check 
for $1,000 followed.

in a letter to her mother in maine, 
she announced that she and Eugen 
were going to be married and swore 
her to secrecy. The month of June was 
largely spent in going from one special-
ist to another for diagnostic tests. These 
confirmed that an operation would be 
necessary.

Less than three months after their 
Croton meeting, Edna St. Vincent 
millay and Eugen Boissevain were 
married at noon on Wednesday, July 18, 
1923, on the lawn outside the Board-
man Robinson house. Croton’s official 
1976 history published by its historical 
society incorrectly claims that the mar-
riage was performed in the parlor of the 
Robinson house, but photos made by 
Floyd Dell during the wedding show 
the wedding ceremony taking place 
outside.

Boissevain’s brother Jan was best 
man and Edna’s sister norma was 
maid of honor. Also present were 
Arthur Davison Ficke and Gladys 
Brown (who would themselves marry 
in December of that year), and Charles 

Ellis, norma’s artist husband, and Hat-
tie, Eugen’s long time black cook and 
housekeeper.

The groom wore a three-piece suit 
of brown English worsted and a dark, 
subtly striped necktie. The bride wore a 
dark green silk dress with a boat neck, 
golden mandalas embossed at the waist 
and golden fretting on the skirt. Her 
corsage was of roses and lilies of the 
valley. At the last minute, norma added 
a final touch. Gathering some white 
mosquito netting from the porch, she 
draped it around Edna’s head to make 
a bridal veil with a long train trailing 
behind.

When the groom discovered that 
he had misplaced the wedding ring, 
Hattie lent her wedding band for use 
in the ceremony conducted by Croton 
Justice of the Peace Charles Anderson.

in the afternoon, the wedding 
party drove to new york City in Eu-
gen’s big mercer touring car, and Edna 
was admitted to new york Hospital 
on West 16th Street to undergo pre-
arranged intestinal surgery. Just before 
being taken to the operating room, she 
told Arthur, “if i die now, i shall be im-
mortal.”

The press reported that it was an 
appendectomy, but it was far from rou-

tine surgery. According to a letter to her 
younger sister Kathleen, her intestines 
were so “tied down by membranes that 
could not be removed, the surgeons 
virtually had to rebuild the tract by cut-
ting holes in them and sewing them 
together to make a new channel.” The 
long operation was successful, and she 
returned to Croton to recuperate.

in a letter to her mother, Edna 
described her scar as a “transverse inci-
sion directly parallel with my waistline, 
about seven inches long, above an inch 
to the left and about six inches to the 
right of my celestial bellybutton.” She 
was pleased that the scar was healing 
well, and “will be very soon a tiny hair-
line.”

That fall Eugen Boissevain found 
a tiny three-story, six-room brick house 
at 75½ Bedford Street in Greenwich 
Village and rented it. only 9½ feet 
wide, it was built to span an alley be-
tween two buildings just wide enough 
for a carriage to pass through. This 
“narrowest house in new york City” 
was later home to anthropologist mar-
garet mead. Actors John Barrymore 
and Cary Grant (then performing on 
Broadway as Archie Leach) are also re-
puted to have lived there.

in April of 1924, the Boissevains 
sailed from San Francisco on a be-
lated honeymoon cruise that took 
them to Japan, China, Java, Singapore, 
india and through the Suez Canal 
to marseilles. They returned to their 
“dollhouse” on Bedford Street after 
Thanksgiving.
Robert Scott is a semi-retired book pub-
lisher and local historian. He lives in 
Croton-on-Hudson, N.Y.

Edna St. Vincent Millay, 2: Love and Marriage 

(L-R): Charles Ellis, Jan Boissevain, Norma Millay Ellis, Arthur Ficke, Gladys 
Brown, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Eugen Boissevain and Croton Justice of the Peace 

Charles Anderson.

Edna St. Vincent Millay and Eugen Boissevain immediately after their wedding in 
Croton, July 18, 1923.

Continued from page 7
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2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

Renovated Apartments For Rent

80 West Grand Street, Fleetwood

Beautiful, Newly Renovated Spacious 
1 Bedroom Apartments: $1350/Month
2 Bedroom Apartments $1600/Month

Brand New Kitchens, Living Rooms & Bathrooms.   
Granite Counter Tops / New Cabinets,  Stoves & Refrigerators.

 Credit Check Required: $25 Non-refundable fee
Available Immediately • No Programs Accepted
Call Management Office for more information:

914.632.1230

MAKE IT FUN!

By 
PAM 
YOUNG

The other day i had a half hour to 
kill before i had to be at my cho-
rus practice, so i decided i’d go to 
Ross Dress for Less and just browse. 
i’m sure this isn’t right, but i do 
it often at Ross; i buy something 

not because i really love it, but because its original 
price is horrifyingly high and the mark down is 
too good to pass up. The first item i put into my 
shopping cart was a good example. it was pajamas 
by Ellen tracy (she’s expensive) originally $70.00 
for $21.99! How could i pass up a savings of $48? 
never mind the designer brand sleepwear was in 
a leopard print in purple and lime green and just 
about the ugliest pajamas i’d ever seen. But in my 
mind, the $48 savings cancelled out the obnox-
ious look of them. Besides pajamas are worn in 
the dark and i did love the feel of the fabric.

The next item that went in the cart was a 
bath lotion i swear smelled just like a cinnamon 
roll. i think i was especially attracted to it because 
i was hungry and i hadn’t had a cinnamon roll 
in years (and won’t in the future because my hus-
band terry and i are low-carbing it these days). 
i didn’t stop to ask myself why it’d be cool to 
smell like a treat, but i’ve noticed recently that 
many toxic-free health care products often smell 
like some kind of food like lime, caramel, cloves, 
chocolate, apple sauce or pumpkin pie.

With my hideous nightwear destined to 
soon smell like the Cinnabon, i rolled into the 
purse section. i hate my purse! it is truly an old 
lady purse and i know it. (i probably bought it at 
Ross ten years ago because it originally cost $200 
and i got it for $20.) i found a darling purse i re-
ally loved, but the mark down was only 25% off 
the original price and there was a Louis Vuitton 
knock off by Huey Vuitton that just didn’t make 

the mark, so i left them hanging and headed for 
shoes. to my delight there was a clearance rack. 
i love to see what’s on clearance at Ross, because 
that’s where the price slashings are the best. to my 
surprise i found some high heels marked down 
80% AnD they’d go perfectly with my pajamas! 
How could i pass them up?

i tend to believe that anything we think 
we want whether it’s a new car, a baked potato 
or a body lotion that smells like an apple pie, we 
want it because we think it’ll make us feel bet-
ter. it was clear that my selections made me feel 
better because of price, but that’s all the further 
the pleasure went. As i headed to the housewares 
department i looked at my time. i had about ten 
minutes to check out the linens and cookware 
shelves before paying and heading to chorus. it 
was while holding a plate with butterflies on it 
that i realized nelly my inner child was along. 
(She loves butterflies and dishes.) i was able to 
tell her to put the plate down because we don’t 
need any more dishes and it was then that she had 
a few words to say back to me.

“And you need those God-awful pajamas 
and high heels to match? And how are you gonna 
feel after you smear that lotion all over yourself? 
you’re really walking the line with me cutting out 
all my goodies because of your stupid low-carb 
lifestyle and i’m warning you, if you get that lotion 
and start smelling like a cinnamon roll, i’m going 
to bake some and you can’t stop me!”

nelly provided a real wake-up call for me. i 
hung the P.J.s back up, put the lotion and heels 
back on their shelves and walked out of Ross 
about $60 richer than i would have AnD i won’t 
be smelling like a cinnamon roll.
For more from Pam Young go to www.makeitfu-
nanditwillgetdone.com . You’ll find many musings, 
videos of Pam in the kitchen preparing delicious 
meals, videos on how to get organized, ways to lose 
weight and get your finances in order, all from a re-
formed SLOB’s point of view.

Put It Back!

WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

EVAN S. LEVINE, M.D.
in a famous episode of the tele-
vision show Seinfeld, Kramer 
decides to go to his friend’s dog’s 
veterinarian and advises the dog 
has the same symptoms as he 

does. He figures that the vet will treat him with 
the same medication but at a huge discount 
compared to the cost of going to a medical doc-
tor. While we all agree this is great humor albeit 
quite ridiculous, we may not realize how wrong 
Kramer was. in fact, he might have gotten a far 
greater discount, if this dog was ill, going to the 
medical doctor and suggesting he had the same 
symptoms as the dog.

This week a colleague told me a story about 
his dog and the cost to care for him. unfortu-
nately his best friend died as a result of conges-
tive heart failure, a common illness that he and 

i see, and his dog received an echocardiogram as 
part of his visit to the vet. The cost of this echo-
cardiogram (ECG or EKG), that required im-
mediate payment, was about $800 dollars. The 
study also included an abdominal sonogram, 
which appeared unnecessary, and was performed 
by his vet, who is not a specialist in heart disease. 
The machine used to conduct the test was likely 
an older model previously used on humans that 
cost a fraction of the echo machines he uses for 
his patients.

if he or any other cardiologist had performed 
the same type of echocardiogram, with a new and 
far more costly machine, we would be entitled 
to about $250 and would hopefully receive pay-
ment from the insurer within a month. The dog’s 
“echo” cost him more than twice he receives for 
performing an echocardiogram on a human! And 
he had to pay in cash before the doctor agreed 

Is Medicine Going to the Dogs? I Hope So!

Continued on page 10
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to do it! many cardiologists now have 
to call the patient’s insurer and give a 
detailed reason why they wish to do the 
study before that insurer even agrees to 
pay for it.

A few years ago i met a person 

whose animal had thyroid disease and 
required thyroid hormone to prevent 
the symptoms of hypothyroidism. She 
told me she purchased this medication 
from her vet for about $60 dollars each 
month. And yet the same medication, if 
it were prescribed for her by a “human” 
doctor, can be purchased for as little as 

$4 dollars a month from a pharmacy at 
Wal-mart, target, or Costco.

An ECG/EKG for your dog is 
likely to run you over a hundred dollars 
while the average medicare reimburse-
ment for a 12 lead ECG/EKG with 
interpretation is $18!

Surgical procedures and imaging 
studies, often performed with used and 
inexpensive equipment are costing the 

owners of their pets much more than a 
medical doctor would collect perform-
ing a similar procedure. And again, 
most vets demand payment, sometimes 
thousands of dollars in advance.

i do hope that medicine is going to 
the dogs. i would like to be paid, by the 
insurers, an equal amount to what the 
vets are billing for an ECG/EKG or an 
echocardiogram on a dog.

Dr. Evan S. Levine is a cardiologist in 
New York and a Clinical Assistant Pro-
fessor of Medicine at Montefiore Medi-
cal Center – Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, and affiliated with St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center in Yonkers. He is also 
the author of the book “What Your Doc-
tor Won’t (or Can’t) Tell You”. He lives in 
Connecticut with his wife and children.

WHAT YOUR DOCTOR WON’T (OR CAN’T) TELL YOU

Is Medicine Going to the Dogs? I Hope So!
Continued from page 9

“Dick’s Picks 25” is two back to 
back shows from new England, the 
new Haven show takes a while to 
solidify, but the Springfield, mA 
(second night) is nearly as good as it 
gets. typically i am more interested 
in early seventies Dead show, but 
these two performances changed my 
perspective as tape archivist David 
Lemieux selected two of the better 
shows from 1978. By the way ow-
sley Stanley recorded the new Ha-
ven show, and Betty Cantor Jackson 
captured the second night that i 
thought sounded more detailed and 
clear, but that could have had a lot to 
do with the venue.

Highlights from new Ha-
ven’ first set are few as the band 
sounds disinterested and doesn’t 
seem wanting to bounce off each-
other with much interplay. But 
there had to have been some sort 
of prayer meeting between sets, 
and maybe some magic dust was 
sprinkled on the band as there’s a 
surprisingly strong (not one of my 
favorite tunes) “Estimated Prophet” 
the nicely segues into a tantalizing 
“Eyes of the World,” both tunes 
check-in at nearly twenty-five min-
utes, the drums take over (not too 
long eight-minutes) as Lesh leads 
the way into a not too spaced out 
“The other one” that morphs into 
a delectable “Wharf Rat,” onto the 
closing “Sugar magnolia” that rocks 
and rolls. This second set is one of 
those (somewhat rare) non-stop 
jams that had no breaks between all 
songs performed, but they also do it 
again on the next night, but on the 
second night there’s not one but two 
encores.

Just up the road from new 
Haven on the very next night the 

Dead brought their near-highest 
supernatural prowess to the Spring-
field, mA Civic Center Arena that’s 
mostly known as a hockey rink and 
not for it’s superb acoustics, but the 
set shines sonically and the musi-
cianship, vocals, as all band mem-
bers are on the same wavelength 
from the first notes to the end. Just 
about every song during their first 
set oozes with eloquent interplay, 
even their vocals standout, Donna 
Jean Godchaux sits back and vo-
cally plays more the role of a back-
ground singer and never gets in the 
way. “Cold Rain and Snow” chugs 
along in a funky zone. “Beat it on 
Down the Line” is typically short 
and sweet yet rocks solidly. “Friend 
of the Devil” is performed slowly 
but it’s gorgeous. “Looks Like Rain,” 
and a devilishly heavy “Loser” also 
burnish magnificently. The tempo 
rises with the bluesy “new mingle-
wood Blues,” and a fun “tennessee 
Jed.” The set closes with a percolat-
ing “Lazy Lightning,” into torrid 
“Supplication.” Those not knowing 
that the Dead always performed (at 
least) two sets, would have been sat-
isfied with this sixty minute prelude 
of what was yet to come.

Set two opens with a carefully 
executed “Scarlet Begonias” into a 
slightly more upbeat “Fire on the 
mountain” as i felt the band hadn’t 
yet wanted to unleash their “know-
ing” that they had plenty left in 
the tank for later. it’s Disco-Dead 
time with their danceable take on 
“Dancing in the Streets” for fifteen 
minutes, into a very lengthy drum 
segment (almost twenty minutes,) 
thank goodness for the fast-forward 
function on the remote! out of 
the drums comes a raucous “not 

Fade Away” that 
sweetly flows into 
the hypnotic “Stella 
Blue,” that rocks into 
“Around and Around” 
that would have made 
Chuck Berry smile, 
and perhaps envi-
ous too, as Garcia’s 
having a blast play-
ing Berry’s licks. The 
encores included a 
fun cover of Warren 
Zezon’s “Werewolves 
of London” a tune 
the Dead covered 
limitedly, and another 
tribute to the father 
of Rock and Roll 
on Berry’s “Johnny 
B. Goode.” What 
a night! Were you 
there? if yes, you’d re-
member it.

As with any 
Dead sets, there are 
some quibbles such 
as Weir’s ill-chosen 
overuse of his slide 
guitar playing (a 
stint that was later 
demanded by other band mates to 
cease and desist.) And the mostly 
miA Keith Godchaux’s piano, not 
sure if he was mixed down on pur-
pose (his playing had been in rapid 
decline at this time) or if he just 
wasn’t up to it that night. That be-
ing said, Keith is not missed as Lesh, 
Garcia and Weir (when playing reg-
ular rhythm guitar) were functioning 
on all cylinders and beyond on this 
mystical evening.

yeah again for the Real Gone 
music people for keeping this 
Grateful Dead Dick’ Picks collec-

tion alive, as i’m not certain about 
the length of time www.Dead.net 
will keep this series of over thirty 
performances in print.

note: Every volume of Dick’s 
Picks has its own ‘caveat emptor” 
warning about the sound quality, but 
i thought (especially on the second 
night) these shows sounded pure, 
clean and were mic’d perfectly as 
each instrument (other than Keith’s 
piano) and all vocals were as detailed 
sounding as i could ever expect 
from a live recording. Last but not 
least and also noted in the liners; 
“Dick’s Picks 25” was mastered from 

the original analog 2-track tapes, 
recorded live at 7.5 ips and 15 ips, 
and may exhibit some minor effects 
of the ravages of time. However, the 
music contained on these four discs 
is quite remarkable, and by far makes 
up for any slight anomalies in the re-
cording. Enjoy.” Sonically speaking 
this statement is very humble, but 
from a performance perspective- 
they are right-on as most of these 
two performances were remarkable 
indeed!
Bob Putignano www.SoundsofBlue.
com

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Grateful Dead “Dick’s Picks 25: 5/10 & 5/11/ 1978
www.RealGonemusic.com 4 CD’s
“new Haven’s 2nd set’s hot, the Springfield is beyond belief from beginning to end” Rating: 9
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By DAMON K. JONES
As the entire law en-
forcement world is 
watching the ongo-
ing court cases of the 
controversial and re-

cently ruled unconstitutional nyPD 
policy “Stop n Frisk”. A recent report 
in Newsday said that many police com-
mands in Westchester support the 
controversial policy of “Stop n Frisk”.

According to the new york Civil 
Liberties union, no research has ever 
proven the effectiveness of the policy of 
Stop n Frisk. Guns have been found in 
less than 0.2% of all stops, while 88% 
of those searched have been innocent 
of any crime. in Park Slope (Brooklyn) 
alone, blacks and Latinos made up 
24% of the population, but constituted 
79% of all stop and frisks in 2011.

With overwhelming statistics, we 
should ask, are there any racial under-
tones in the creation of police policies 
like Stop n Frisk? if we look closer 
to the historical relationship between 
Law Enforcement and the communi-
ties of color, we must have to answer 
the question with a astounding yes. 
However, before one can address these 
prevalent issues, there must be an ex-
amination institutional culture of po-
licing that has historically reinforced 
bias and discrimination. The concept 
of Stop n Frisk and its federal immi-
gration sister law 287g originated from 
the enforcement of the Slave Codes in 
what we now called “the old south.”

The first slave code was enacted 
in 1715, was an attempt to define the 
social, economic, and physical place of 
African Americans by the ruling white 
society. Some conditions of this early 
slave code stated that: A slave could 
not leave “master’s” property without 
a ticket. other codes dealt with slave’s 
possession of weapons, and the assem-
bly of slaves in groups of four or more. 
Slave codes and slave patrols were es-
tablished to act as a supplementary 
force to regulate the black population.

A little talked about historical fact 
that it was the economic benefits and 
socially divisive practice of slavery that 
led to the creation of uniformed police 
in southern cities decades before Bos-
ton (1838) and new york (1845) es-
tablished the forces, which remain the 
accepted starting point for the history 
of the police in the united States.

in her work Slave Patrols: Law 
and Violence in Virginia and the 
Carolinas (2001), Hadden notes that 
“there was some variation in the social 

structure of patrols, the point of estab-
lishing them was constant: to main-
tain white supremacy and privilege.” 
Dulaney in his book Black Police in 
America (1996) further noted that the 
patroller policed specific geographi-
cal areas in the southern communities 
called “beats” and that they were autho-
rized to stop, search, whip, maim and 
even kill slaves caught off the premises 
of the plantation without a pass. Like 
“patrols” which became the basis for 
policing in the united States as we 
know it now, the under girding racial 
perceptions that were borne out of 
these policing policies still endure.

Racial profiling gives police the 
new authorization to “stop” Blacks 
without cause a tactic that is used in 
nyC “Stop n Frisk”. Like Stop n 
Frisk, Federal Law 287g allows law 
enforcement to stop, detain, and check 
questionable immigrants for their im-
migration status without any prob-
able cause. There are nearly 600 Law 
Enforcement officers that are now 
trained to handle immigration cases in 
the united States under the umbrella 
of 287g and iCE. The history of this 
mandate has shown that the primary 
target has been the Latino and minor-
ity community. The federal govern-
ment has hid this policy has been solely 
use for detention of immigrants of 
color under the umbrella of Homeland 
Security. Because of the continuous 
racial disproportionality these policies 
have brought throughout the nation, 
as a black man, i am always weary of 
police management saying, “ We need 
to go back to good old fashion police 
work.”

Civil rights attorneys have argued 
that these policies exist in violation of 
our constitutional rights. Judge, Shira 
A. Scheindlin of Federal District Court 
in manhattan, said that elements of 
the new york Police Department’s 
stop-and-frisk practice was deemed 
unconstitutional. Federal Judge James 
m. munley of the Central Pennsyl-
vania District, has emphasized illegal 
immigrants had the same civil rights as 
legal immigrants and citizens.

Even though these issues of un-
constitutional policies are on trial across 
the county. Elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and police management 
have failed to formally address that race 
based polices are the bedrock of the in-
stitution of policing.

Since its conception, the insti-
tution of policing has always been a 
white male dominated institution. 
Here in Westchester, after the dis-

missal of Commissioner Bell of mt. 
Vernon, there is no person of color 
above the rank of Captain out of the 
forty-four municipalities in Westches-
ter County including County Police. 
Blacks make up approximately 14 
percent of the population of Westches-
ter. There is only five of the forty-four 
police department that have 100 or 
more full time officers. out of those 
departments, Blacks only make up ap-
proximately nine percent of the total 
number of employed officers.

in 2009, Governor Paterson’s 
Police on Police Shooting task Force 
concluded that there is a bias in law en-
forcement decisions to shoot a subject 
based on his or her color. if this panel of 
police experts concluded that there is a 
bias on shooting someone, there is also 

reason to believe that these same biases 
exist in police policy and procedure. 
We can no longer dismiss the under-
ling racial perceptions are embedded 
in police policies and throughout the 
united States.

With these facts at hand, we must 
ask, who is policing our police? And 
who is in charge of proper oversight? 
Despite having a reputation as be-
ing one of the most “progressive” and 
wealthiest countries, the united States 
lack an effective oversight in Law En-
forcement. We need to take a page 
from the united Kingdom, Australia, 
and Japan-- all whom have credible 
independent Civilian Complaint Re-
view Boards.

Clearly the entire system of polic-
ing must be torn down and rebuilt with 

policies that are built on true tenets of 
justice and fair dealing by the law. 
Band-Aid solutions like “special com-
missions” and their “recommendations” 
have done and will do little to stem the 
tide. We need local or state lawmakers 
with the testicular fortitude to act now.

How many more Black men must 
unjustly lose there lives before someone 
says, “stop!” How many more people 
of color civil and constitutional rights 
must be violated under the false cover 
of fighting crime? A plan must be 
created to address this draconian, an-
tiquated and dysfunctional race based 
system of policing in order for the 
community’s to regain any trust in this 
institution that we call law enforce-
ment.
Damon K. Jones is the New York Repre-
sentative of Blacks In Law Enforcement 
of America.

5 de mayoBattle of Puebla
A cultural festival and family event! 

We will have mexican talent including: painters, 
photographers, dancers, etc.

There will be food, arts & crafts for children, 
Mexican artisans, and much more!

White Plains Library
White Plains, New York

may 5, 2013
1-4:30pm

miztli
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Modern Police Policies Rooted in “Old South” Slave Codes
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READING THE BOOKSHELF

By JOHN F. McMULLEN
i read a lot -- and i read 
everything from comic 
books to tomes on 
philosophy, including 
books on technology, 

economics, politics, history, religion, 
biography -- you name it -- and a lot 
of fiction. i have a particularly soft spot 
for mysteries and, when i like a book 
by a mystery writer, i’ll generally get all 
the author’s book and “run the table” on 
the author; i’ve done that with Patricia 
Cornwall, Robert K. Tannenbaum 
(his mysteries are actually ghostwritten), 
Kathy Reichs, Robert Crais, Sara 
Paretsky, Max Allan Collins, Sue 
Grafton, Harlan Coben, J. J. Jance, 
Ed McBain, Julia Spencer-Fleming, 
Michael Connelly -- well, you get the 
picture. This “gobbling up” approach was 
begun early in my high school years 
when i fell in love with Leslie Char-
teris’ “Saint” series (I remain a “Simon 
Templar” fan to this day despite the ef-
forts of Roger Moore in his portrayal of 
the Saint in the television series to make 
the character unappealing and irrelevant).

i repeated this process this week 
after finding among my many unread 
books, “The Immaculate Deception” by 
Warren Adler. The cover described the 
book as “A Fiona Fitzgerald Mystery” 
and an inspection of the back cover de-
picted Fiona as a homicide detective on 
the Washington Police Force. i had the 

feeling that, should i enjoy this book, i 
would be hooked on another series -- 
and i began it, anyhow.

i enjoyed the book immensely; 
Adler is a fine writer -- he has pub-
lished over 30 books and his “War of 
the Roses” was not only an acclaimed 
novel but was turned into a blockbuster 
movie starring Michael Douglas, 
Kathleen Turner and Danny DeVito 
-- and his heroine, Fiona Fitzgerald, is 
very appealing. Fitzgerald grew up in 
Washington in privilege as the daugh-
ter of united States Senator Edward 
Fitzgerald. The Senator, after years as 
a hack “getalong” politician, broke with 
the establishment to be an early op-
ponent of the Vietnam War, effectively 
sealing his political doom (a fictional 
Charles Goodell, R-NY). He died not 
long after, a victim, according to Fio-
na, of a broken heart. His passing left 
Fiona fairly well off with a large house 
and enough inheritance so that she did 
not have the same monetary concerns 
of her fellow officers.

The plot of the book held my at-
tention; the interplay between Fiona, 
the only woman in the homicide unit, 
with her homicide partner and highly 
political superior was well done as was 
the feeling of racial tension at all levels 
of the government. in short, it was a 
good (and quick) read and, so, i went to 
Amazon to order the other five books 
in the series for my Kindle Fire.

i began the first book, “American 
Quartet” and found, to my surprise, 
that this Fiona, ostensibly the same one. 
was born in Brooklyn and her father 
was a second-generation nyPD “cop”. 
He was also certainly not senatorial 
material, a good down-to earth officer 
who spoke with a bit of an irish brogue, 
speaking of the pride that he and his 
father, “Old Fitz,” had each felt when 
they “joined the fiarce.” This Fiona, in an 
act of rebellion, left the family home 
and fled to Washington where she 
wound up carrying on the family tra-
dition by joining the police force. The 
novel deals with a psychopathic killer 
trying to replicate historical presidential 
assassinations.

in the second book, “American 
Sextet,” the Brooklyn-born Fiona is still 
on the scene and the plot of this book, 
dealing with high government officials, 
sex and blackmail, and political pres-
sure, is as engrossing as the other two 
books i had read.

in the third book in the series, 
“Senator Love,” the senatorial daughter 
is back and the reader learns early in 
the story that Senator Fitzgerald, like 
“Senator Love” had difficulty keeping 
his zipper closed, a failing very unlike 
anything possessed by the Brooklyn 
cop, who seemed to be a paragon of 
simple virtues. in the fourth book, “The 
Immaculate Deception,” and the fifth, 
“The Witch of Watergate,” the father re-

mains the ex-Senator.
As anyone who has read this far 

might suspect, this anomaly had gotten 
to me so i sent a note to Adler asking 
for an explanation. Almost immediate-
ly, i received this very gracious answer: 
“You are not the first person who has asked 
this question and you certainly deserve 
an answer. As originally conceived Fiona 
was the daughter of a NY cop, but a movie 
producer suggested that because I lived in 
the heady world of Washington “society” 
for three decades I should make her the 
daughter of a Senator who had grown up 
in Washington with many contacts in the 
political media and social world. I thought 
it was a damned good idea. I did just that. 
Then a publisher came to me wanting to 
publish the entire series (at the time there 
were four). I edited the first two books and 

changed Fiona to a Senator’s daughter. 
Unfortunately this publisher went belly-
up and had lost the changes. Since that 
time, the series has been optioned five times 
by film and television. Each producer has 
loved the idea of the Senator’s daughter. So 
did I. The series has yet again been optioned 
for a major TV series and they, too, love the 
idea of the Senator’s daughter.”

So that answers the question -- 
and, had the publisher who received 
Warren’s changes stayed in business, i 
never would have met the cop father 
nor had this interesting distraction. 
-- and, if i hadn’t communicated with 
Warren, i wouldn’t have found that i 
had missed a book in the series, “Death 
of a Washington Madame” (I immedi-
ately ordered it -- that and “The Ties That 
Bind” are the only two which I have not 
yet read). The addition of this book, by 
the way, brings the total to seven in the 
series and an eighth is in process.

obviously, the “distraction” has not 
taken away from my enjoyment of the 
series which i recommend to all mys-
tery fans. it should be noted that Adler 
has written thirty-three novels in total, 
including “The War of the Roses” and 
the seven Fiona novels. Adler referred 
to the non-Fiona books as “mainstream 
novels” and, after taking a break to move 
into other authors and genres, i will 
return to Adler and plunge into some 
of those.

Happy Reading!
Comments, experiences and questions can 
be directed to johnmac13@gmail.com .

The Parallel Worlds of Fiona Fitzgerald

TECHNOLOGY: CREATIVE DISRUPTION

By JOHN F. MCMULLEN
“Technology is any-
thing that wasn’t 
around when you were 
born.” -- Alan Kay 
( h t t p : / / w w w . 

brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/ 
a/alan_kay.html#oGm0SC6 
FulWjahok.99)

in a recent “Dilbert” strip (http://
www.dilbert.com/2013-03-28/), the 
terms “Technological Singularity” and 
“the three laws” are used. How many 
scanners of the strip recognized these 
terms? more importantly, many readers 
over the age of 45 (other, hopefully, than 
regular readers of this column) did not get 
anything about the strip at all.

For the record, technological Sin-
gularity refers to the theory, put forth 
most notably by Vernor Vinge and 
Ray Kurzweil, that there is a unifica-

tion coming (by 2030) between hu-
mans and intelligent machinery that 
will usher in a “post-human” age of be-
ings far more intelligent than we may 
presently conceive. The “three laws” 
refer to those postulated as governing 
rules for robot design by Isaac Asimov 
in his 1942 short story “Runaround.” 
These “laws” became not only the 
governing precepts of the science fic-
tion of Asimov and others but also of 
computer scientists and other develop-
ers of real-world robotics. (The Three 
Laws are:

A robot may not injure a human 
being or, through inaction, allow a hu-
man being to come to harm.

A robot must obey the orders 
given to it by human beings, except 
where such orders would conflict with 
the First Law.

A robot must protect its own ex-

istence as long as such protection does 
not conflict with the First or Second 
Laws.)

i think that most readers of the 
New York Daily News, where Dilbert 
appears, would not “get” these refer-
ences (this is not intended to be a slight on 
News’ readers – I don’t think that many 
readers, particularly those over 45, of the 
New York Times or the Wall Street Jour-
nal would get them either.). i see this as 
an indication of what i think is an on-
going problem – The Digital Divide, 
which is the gap between those who 
understand technology and those who do 
not, has become generational.

in the early days of the personal 
computer / telecommunications revo-
lution, most observers were awash with 
optimism. This new access to infor-
mation would democratize so many 
things – individual investors could get 
information previously only available 
to large financial institutions; small law 
firms not in metropolitan areas with access 

to Lexus could now have access to case law 
only available to those with a big-firm law 
library or near a large law school; etc.; etc.

We soon began to see, however, 
that the new technology was only 
opening the door for those who could 
afford it and we soon began to speak of 
the “Digital Divide,” the gulf between 
those with access to both the necessary 
technology and the information ac-
cessible with it and those who do not. 
The immediate concern was that those 
with the technology would acquire 
the necessary skills for the twenty-first 
century and those without would not, 
further widening the economic chasm 
between the lower income strata and 
those above. This became even more of 
a concern when the wealthier private 
and public school systems began to ac-
quire personal computer networks and 
internet connection while schools in 
poorer neighborhoods could not.

The federal government addressed 
the problem though the imposition of 

the Gore tax,” a $10 a month tax on 
phone bills, for the express purpose of 
“connecting every school and library to the 
Internet.” Despite the attempts of some 
members of Congress to put censor-
ship requirements on the deploying of 
the technology, the wiring of schools 
and libraries has worked very well and 
has generally provided internet access 
to all students in the country. While 
the poorer households tend not to have 
computers and internet access in the 
homes as do the wealthier classes, at 
least all students have the opportunity 
for some access.

yet there is still a Digital Divide, 
albeit of a different type. The current 
one, one that promises to continue 
throughout the future, is generational. 
technology has an obsoleting impact 
on those without the proper skills and, 
with the speed at which the technology 
changes, it is very difficult, near impos-
sible for some, to keep current. As the 

The Ongoing Digital Divide!

mailto:johnmac13@gmail.com
http://www.dilbert.com/2013-03-28/
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By JOHN SIMON
This is how stars 

might be allocated to 
the new Broadway mu-
sical Kinky Boots.

From the tone-
deaf who don’t much care for music 
anyway: one star. From show queens 
who groove on the glitzy costumes by 
Gregg Barnes and a grand architectural 
set by David Rockwell, and relish gay 
over- and undertones: one star. From 
ostentatious liberals bent on making a 
show of their broadmindedness: one 
star. From simple souls who believe that 
anything on Broadway is a masterpiece 

calling for whoops and standing ova-
tions: one star.

So now Kinky Boots has amassed 
five stars and should, with a little help 
from the new york reviewers, run 
forever, especially if they assess it like 
a colleague from ABC-tV Chicago 
as “the best Broadway score in years.” 
taste and reason, are bootless against a 
groundswell of kudos for the music and 
lyrics of Cindy Lauper, pop singer and 
crass comedienne, whom i’d rate some-
what below Donald Duck.

But according to the program, 
whose veracity only a fool would dis-
pute, “after more than 25 sterling years 

and global record sales in excess of 50 
million, [she] has proven that she has 
the heart and soul to keep her legion 
of fans compelled by her every creative 
move.” it would of course prove en-
cumbering to have one’s every creative 
move hung upon by millions of fans, 
which may be why she scrupulously 
avoids any move that might be deemed 
creative.

i wish i could convey in words 
the dreariness of Lauper’s music, with 
its fealty to rock and rock bottom. i 
can convey, however, something of the 
horror of the lyrics, which boast “yeah” 
repeated in short order 84 times, and 81 
rapid-fire repetitions of “what a man” 
combined with “what a woman” wants.

The banality of these lyrics is truly 

quote from Alan Kay above points 
out, things that we have to learn are 
difficult while things we grow up with 
are just part of the environment -- 
something we always knew.

i have a friend whose 4 year old 
grandson calls him regularly on “Face-
time” (the video conferencing system for 
iPads and other Apple products) and 
i have a friend, retired after years of 
teaching, who, although he has years 
of experience with computers, had 
a hard time understanding how the 
system worked. When personal com-

puters were first spreading through 
businesses, my firm spent a lot of 
time teaching executives how to use 
the first spreadsheet, “VisiCalc” (one 
high-ranking executive had us give him 
private tutoring because he did not want 
to be embarrassed in front of younger un-
derlings, fresh out of college, who arrived 
with computer skills). now grammar 
school students do spreadsheets and 
word processing -- such knowledge 
is no longer a “skill” in the business 
world; it is a “requirement.”

Similarly, in the early days of the 
World Wide Web, developers who ac-

quired a modicum of knowledge made 
a lot of money developing what would 
today be considered very ugly web 
pages. once again, grammar school 
students do much better ones.

Those who grow up with tech-
nology assimilate it into themselves; 
those who are older and must ‘learn 
it” often not only have a difficult time 
but do not see the relevance and “do 
not bother” until it is too late. We have 
seen a number of examples of this in 
recent years -- many middle-aged 
folks ignore texting, convinced that it 
was an adolescent aberration -- the 
same generation ignored Facebook 
and Twitter, often saying “i’m too 
busy working to waste my time with 

that;” by the time they realized that the 
world was passing them by, it was too 
late for some of them to acquire the 
tools to stay competitive (it’s interest-
ing that many seniors got into Facebook 
in order to see pictures of grandchildren 
-- many need a reason to push ahead 
with new technology while others “of a 
certain age” do not see a reason -- as with 
Facebook). This is not a new phenom-
ena – people locked in to the ways that 
they know and not open to change. 
Supposedly, when Alexander Graham 
Bell explained his telephone invention 
to Western union, he was asked “why 
would anyone want to do that?” – the 
same question that folks who don’t 
text or tweet might ask today.

There will constantly be new tools 
-- “The Cloud,” “Big Data,” “Location 
Analysis,” etc. -- and ones of which 
we have not yet heard. Those who do 
not embrace them may be ambushed 
by them and by a younger generation 
pushing them out the door.
Creative Disruption is a continuing se-
ries examining the impact of constantly 
accelerating technology on the world 
around us. These changers normally hap-
pen under our personal radar until we 
find that the world as we knew it is no 
more.
Comments, experiences and questions can 
be directed to johnmac13@gmail.com

TECHNOLOGY: CREATIVE DISRUPTION

The Ongoing Digital Divide!
Continued from page 12

If the Shoe Fits…
 EYE ON  THEATRE

Celina Carvajal, Daniel Sherman, Annaleigh Ashford, Stark Sands, Harvey Fierstein, Cyndi Lauper, Billy Porter, Stephen 
Oremus & Cast.

Continued on page 14
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By BARBARA BARTON 
SLOANE
Home to one of the 
busiest seaports in the 
world, Oakland, Cali-
fornia is a major urban 

center. Just about 12 miles from San 
Francisco, it’s also one of the most 
ethnically and culturally diverse cities 
in the country and - very much in its 
favor and unlike its fog-shrouded sister 
across the bay - it enjoys days of blue 
skies and bright sunshine all year round. 
over the last several years oakland has 
experienced a vivacious downtown 
revival with multitudes of world-class 
restaurants, historic and contemporary 
architecture, a robust art scene, and an 
abundance of recreational activities.

Museum Majesty
one of the most awe-inspiring 

buildings here is the oakland museum 

of California (omCA). Set on four city 
blocks, it was designed by Kevin Roche 
John Dinkeloo and Associates and is a 
true icon of mid-century modernism 
that opened in 1969. united under one 
roof are the city’s collections of art, his-
tory, and natural sciences. on my visit, 
i was much taken by these interrelated 
spaces tucked under landscaped terrac-
es and lush gardens, all smoothly flow-
ing one into the other. A favorite area 
is the terrace garden overlooking Lake 
merritt and the city. There, a striking 
work: Big Peace IV by tony Labat is a 

huge, sunny yellow peace sign which 
dominates the surrounding space. 
Leaving this area, we found a magical 
spot to sit and daydream: on the lower 
level and surrounded by deodar trees - a 
large pool filled with koi and water lilies 
on one side and native California plants 
and Bay Area freshwater fish on the 
other. more than a mere museum, this 
edifice is one of the most significant 
examples of post-World War ii mod-
ernism and, importantly, one of the first 
sustainability-conscious landmarks in 
the country.

 After hours spent at omCA, we 
felt the Call of the Vino and decided to 
answer it post haste. oakland is home 
to more than a dozen urban wineries 
and Cerruti Cellars is one of the best, 
opened in 2011 by John tudal, whose 
family has long been in the wine busi-
ness. Housed in a 1920s cold storage 
warehouse is the Cerruti tasting room. 
We sipped and savored an interesting 

mix of wines- vibrant blends and spicy 
varietals from napa and Sonoma – a 
heady way to end the day.

Preserving the Past
The next day we set off for Preser-

vation Park. We stepped back in time 

as we walked this charming neighbor-
hood, now an office park, preserved in 
all its Victorian glory. Verdant gardens, 
period park benches, ornate wrought 
iron fences and old-fashioned street 
lamps topped off with a Parisian 

Continued on page 15

impressive, and i don’t even mean such 
a single line as “Gimme kinky boo boo 
boo boo boo boo boots,” intoned by the 
chorus, where by my reckoning six boos 
are the equivalent of three booboos. i 
am referring to such things as “Hold 
me in your heart/ ‘til [the illiterate ver-
sion of “till”] you understand/ Hold 
me in your heart/ Just the way i am./ 
oh, with all your faults/ i love you./ i 
need you / to love me that way too.” 
The only place where Lauper shows 
any originality is in her rhyming, as in 
“kismet” with “let’s.”

But let’s get to the plot, such as it is. 

The Price & Son shoe factory of con-
ventional brown brogues in northamp-
ton [England, added on the sign for the 
benefit of us dolts who might mistake 
it for the u.S.A.] is facing demise, what 
with customers for many generations 
suddenly reneging. young Charlie 
Price only reluctantly takes over the 
helm when informed of his father’s un-
expected death, which catches up with 
Charlie in London, whither he escaped 
with his overambitious fiancée, nicola, 
for a promised career in real estate.

By a happenstance, he landed in a 
gay nightclub whose star Simon per-
forms as Lola, a female impersonator, 
backed up by six Angels, in similarly 
outlandish drag, which includes thigh-
high, eight-inch-stiletto-healed boots. 

These are said not to support the weight 
of men, ocular evidence to the contrary.

They inspire Charlie to rescue his 
sinking factory by the production of the 
reddest high boots with powerful steel 
heels (an invention that elicits a tribu-
tary song of its own, “The Sex is in the 
Heels”). in this he was aided by Lola, 
whom he talked into coming on as de-
signer, whereupon, with appearance by 
her and the Angels, there ensues a tri-
umph at the international Shoe Show 
in milan, the ultimate accolade for a riot 
of barnstorming (or Barnes-storming) 
boots. Thrown in is a totally unconvinc-
ing romance with Lauren, one of the 
factory workers, after Charlie has been 
dumped by London-bound nicola.

The musical is based fairly closely 
on an obscure British movie of the 
same name, and now has a book by 
Harvey Fierstein, known for, among 
others, the musicals La Cage aux Folles 

and Newsies. The dialogue, whether his 
or the British screenwriters’, offers stuff 
like the following:

“Lauren: We don’ get many trans-
vestites in northampton.

Lola: Don’t kid yourself. you’re 
never more than ten steps from a cross-
dresser. in any case, those are not trans-
vestites. They’re drag queens.

Lauren: There’s a difference?
Lola: A drag queen puts on a frock 

and suddenly she’s Cleopatra. A trans-
vestite gets done up and, often as not, 
looks like Winston Churchill in his 
mother’s knickers.”

Jerry marshall’s direction and 
choreography—the latter at one point 
making effective use of an assembly-
line belt disgorging gorgeous footwear 
and Angels—are respectable, and there 
are solid performances from Stark 
Sands (Charlie), Billy Porter (Lola), 
Celina Carvajal (nicola), Annaleigh 

Ashford (a Lauperish-looking Lauren) 
and Daniel Stewart Sherman as Don, 
a huge, homophobic factory-worker 
bully, who, naturally, grows thoroughly 
enlightened under Lola’s auspices.
Photos by and courtesy of Walter McBride.
Al Hirschfeld Theatre - 302 West 45th 
Street, between 8th and 9th Avenues, New 
York, NY 10036. Tickets: 1-888-847-4869.
John Simon has written for over 50 years 
on theatre, film, literature, music and fine 
arts for the Hudson Review, New Leader, 
New Criterion, National Review, New 
York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloom-
berg News. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from 
Harvard University in Comparative 
Literature and has taught at MIT, Har-
vard University, Bard College and Mary-
mount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Un-
censored.com website.

If the Shoe Fits…

 EYE ON  THEATRE

The Ensemble Cast.

Daniel Sherman, Celina Carvajal, Billy Porter, Stark Sands, Annaleigh Ashford, 
Marcus Neville & Cast.

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

Oakland - The Sunny Side of the Street

Big Peace IV.

Gracious reception at The Claremont Hotel Club & Spa.
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Diana O’Neill
Holistic Health Services

LEAVING ON A JET PLANE

fountain at its very center. At tour’s 
end, leaving this fairy-tale park and re-
entering 21st century’s bustle and buzz 
was harsh!

Easing the culture shock from then 
to now, we returned to our lodging 
high on a wooded knoll – the enchant-
ing Claremont Hotel Club and Spa, of 
which none other than master architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright said, “one of the 
few hotels in the world with warmth, 
character and charm.” true in its early 
days, it continues to embody that sin-
gular allure today. in 1906, after the San 
Francisco earthquake delayed further 
building, the Claremont finally opened 
for business in 1915; it is today a desig-
nated oakland City Historical Land-
mark. one fine morning, we had coffee 
on the hotel’s terrace surrounded by Big 
Leaf maples, California Sagebrush and 
Red Willows. Below lay the impressive 
Claremont gardens and because the air 
was crystal clear, we could see forever –
to the city over yonder and all the way 
to the Bay - a glorious way to greet the 
day!

The USS Potomac
From the lofty heights of the Cla-

remont Hotel, to a spot closer to earth 

– on water, in fact. in his day, President 
Roosevelt enjoyed cruising and fish-
ing and did so whenever the oppor-
tunity arose, aboard his yacht Potomac. 
Decommissioned after the president’s 
death in 1945, the yacht’s history be-
came a story of decline under a succes-
sion of owners. Finally, in 1980 she was 
towed to treasure island; ultimately her 
hull was pierced by broken pilings and 
she sank in 35 feet of water. Restored in 
a l4-year effort, the Potomac now rests in 
the Port of oakland. trooping through 
the vessel, we were transported back 
in time as we viewed the Command-
ing officer’s Cabin, her exceedingly 
cramped crew’s quarters, and the Pilot 
House with old and antiquated navi-
gational equipment. From her glam-
orous days hosting such luminaries as 

royalty from Denmark and norway to 
a visit by King George Vi and Queen 
Elizabeth, bringing them to George 
Washington’s tomb at mount Vernon, 
the Potomac now enjoys a well-deserved 
rest in oakland waters where, royalty or 
not, she welcomes your visit.

An Illuminating 
Experience

Before leaving the city, we set off 
for a site one might call truly heavenly: 
a compelling and very new oakland 
landmark, the Cathedral of Christ the 

Light. it was a must-see and it did not 
disappoint. A stunningly modern struc-
ture built for the ages, it is the mother-
church of the Diocese of oakland. its 
design utilizes glass, steel, wood and 
beautiful light to create a contemporary 
look that still remains evocative of the 
Catholic Church’s millennia-old tra-
dition. Standing beneath its towering 
ceiling, the alters, statuary and paint-
ings all seemed bathed in a luminous 
glow. This cathedral created a power-
fully spiritual sensation the moment 
we entered its doors and that feeling 
seemed to linger well into the remains 
of the day.

From the oakland Bridge, one can 
look across to the bright lights of that 
big city across the Bay, but, news flash: 
look no further. oakland is where it’s 
really goin’-on!
Photos by Michael Sloane and courtesy of 
Sloane Travel Photography.
Travel Editor Barbara Barton Sloane 
is constantly globe hopping to share her 
unique experiences with our readers; from 
the exotic to the sublime. As Beauty / Fash-
ion Editor she keeps us informed on the ca-
pricious and engaging fashion and beauty 
scene.

Oakland - The Sunny Side of the Street

The Bell onboard The Potomac Yacht.

Soaring ceiling in the Cathedral of 
Christ the Light.

Lake Merritt, Oakland, CA.

Continued from page 14
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GoVERnmEntSection

By Mayor MARY C. 
MARVIN
The trustees and 
Village Department 
Heads are currently in 
the thick of the bud-

get preparation for the 2013-2014 
fiscal year. A tentative budget was 
released on march 20th per State 
law of $14,260,809 representing a 
budget-to-budget tax levy increase of 
3.95% over last fiscal year’s budget of 
$13,966,549.

two budget workshops will be 
held on April 1st and April 8th to fur-
ther review and refine current num-
bers and craft a final budget to be 
released on may 1st.

in the Village’s previous budget, 
$8.5 million or 59.4% of the total 
budget was raised via tax levy with 
the balance funded through revenue 
sources.

in what has become a danger-
ous and unsustainable trend, pension 
costs again increased significantly 
- this year by 13% versus 19% in 
our last budget - for a total cost of 
$1,351,532 to the State of new york 

for this one line item.
in tandem, healthcare costs are 

now $1,742,972 in the current bud-
get and are forecasted to rise precipi-
tously in our next budget cycle. taken 
together, these two line items com-
prise 21.6% of the Village budget.

Add to this another $250,000 in 
assorted unfunded State mandates 
and it will be no surprise that we will 
be conducting a public hearing to 
override the Governor’s and Legis-
lature’s 2% tax cap, which given the 
above information, has proven to be 
the height of political hubris and un-
bridled political ambition.

The Village will be sending the 
State approximately $3.3 million in 
debts owed and receiving back in 
State aid approximately $130,000 per 
the recently passed State budget.

The State budget of $140 billion 
increases spending by more than $2.5 
billion yet fails to include a single 
item of mandate relief for local gov-
ernments despite all the posturing.

ultimately, the fault with these 
unsustainable mandates rests on our 
shoulders as voters/taxpayers as we 
continue to elect folks who perpetu-

ate the unfettered spending.
my colleagues throughout the 

State are now in the process of cut-
ting services and staff in order to fund 
all the State mandates and our Vil-
lage is no different.

over the most recent budgets, 
in order to achieve a reasonable tax 
increase, the trustees and i have re-
duced staff to historic lows. We now 
have two less police officers, two less 
Public Works employees, two fewer 
staffers at the library and one less 
Parking Enforcement officer and 
administrative staffer.

We have also recently closed out 
$160,000 worth of funded capital 
projects in order to reach the 3.95% 
tax levy increase number and will 
probably have to trim even more in 
the coming weeks.

With the exception of increases 
in the cost of truck/auto parts, un-
leaded fuel and ammunitions, our 
day-to-day expenses will remain flat.

on the revenue side, Westches-
ter County is projecting a 3% increase 
in sales tax revenue and we have in-
corporated the same in our budget 
forecast.

We are also budgeting a healthy 
22.9% increase in mortgage tax rev-
enue - from $175,000 to $205,000 
- based on the sustained robust hous-
ing market in the Village.

Revenue from parking tickets 
is down due to a concerted effort to 
have a less aggressive approach in the 
business district and parking meter 
revenues are unfortunately down as 
well.

The Village’s fund balance of ap-
proximately 15.9% of budget keeps 
us in the AAA bond rating category 
which is key to all future borrowing.

unfortunately, our interest in-
come line is now an insignificant fac-
tor. Just a decade ago, we earned over 
$200,000 in interest income. This 
year we project $18,500. Every bud-
get line is critical as an $81,456 shift 
in either added expenses or decreased 
revenues translates into a 1% increase 
in the tax levy.

Bronxville is in better shape vis-
a-vis most other new york commu-
nities but by no means are we on a 
long term sustainable path.

Looking at the future on a more 
macro level is even greater cause for alarm.

States and major cities have 
made nearly three quarters of a tril-
lion dollars in promises to pay for just 
retiree health care insurance and have 
set aside only 5% of the money they 
will need to pay for these promises.

States are also been crushed by 
overall debt obligations with new 
york second only to new Jersey with 
debt per capita at $3,258 per resident. 
According to new york State Comp-
troller Thomas Dinapoli, only 5% of 
new york’s $6.3 billion in outstand-
ing debt has ever been authorized by 
the voters, the other 95% encum-
bered by circumventing the public 
referendum method and resorting to 
independent authorities such as the 
transitional Finance Authority.

We have truly hit the tipping 
point in new york State budgets as 
rising taxes now pay for mandated 
obligations and debt rather than any 
new or enhanced services.
Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the 
Village of Bronxville, New York. If you 
have a suggestion or comment, consider 
directing your perspective by directing 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

In the Thick of Preparation for FY2013-2014 Village of Bronxville Budget
 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

yonKERS, ny – Several days 
after suggesting that Senator mal-
colm Smith resign in a radio in-
terview, Senator George Latimer 
today made a case for campaign 
finance reform citing this weeks 
events.

‘i am saddened and angry by 
what i have read about these re-
cent scandals. not every politician 
is stupid, venal and corrupt and the 
ones that are make it difficult for 
the ones that aren’t to effectively do 
their jobs,’ stated Senator George 
Latimer.

During a press conference this 
week, the uS Attorney in charge 
of these investigations stated that 

the ‘show-me-the-money’ culture 
is pervasive and certainly alive and 
well. in order to combat that, Sena-
tor Latimer is joining a chorus of 
good government advocates that 
are fighting for campaign finance 
reform to end the ‘pay to play’ 
mindset of politics.

Latimer stated, ‘if we don’t re-
spond to this crisis, every elected 
official, at every level is going to be 
labeled the same way. We need to 
come up with some way to remove 
the incentives to behave in corrupt 
way that way we can all focus on 
the issues and have our constituents 
trust that we are fighting for them. 
i believe campaign finance reform 

would accomplish that goal.’
With the completion of the 

state budget for the 2013-14 fis-
cal year, it is likely that campaign 
finance reform will be discussed 
in the remaining portion of the 
legislative session. Latimer specifi-
cally supports a system of matching 
small donations with public fund-
ing.

‘By passing a fair elections pro-
posal, we will put every day new 
yorkers at the center of financing 
campaigns. under a public match-
ing system, elected officials will be 
more accountable to more people, 
not big developers and political 
bosses,’ concluded Senator Latimer.

Latimer Asserts Corrupt Politicians Make Good Case for Campaign Finance Reform

mailto:mayor@vobny.com
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THE ALBANY CORRESPONDENT

By CARLOS GONZALEZ
ALBANY, NY – The 
recent indictment 
of Senator malcolm 
Smith and five other 
co-defendants on brib-

ery charges that rocked the political 
landscape may pale in comparison to 
a Bronx lawmaker who now says he’s 
been wired and has been feeding au-
thorities information for the last four 
years.

nelson Castro, the wire-wearing 
assemblyman from The Bronx, said 
he was indicted by a Bronx County 
grand jury for committing perjury in 
a 2008 civil matter before his election 
to the Assembly.

According to the lawmaker, Cas-
tro said he agreed to cooperate with 
The Bronx District Attorney’s office 
and then later, the uS Attorney’s 
office for the Southern District “in 
conjunction with various investiga-
tions aimed at rooting out public cor-
ruption.”

one of the results was this April 
4th, 2013, morning’s federal criminal 

complaint against Assemblyman 
Eric Stevenson (D-Bronx) and four 
others.

The criminal complaint alleges 
a plot that would introduce a law to 
serve the interests of four business-
men and the passing of cash in a 
hotel restroom. The lawmaker was 
accused of taking money to help sev-
eral developers obtain building cer-
tificates, expedite construction work 
and recruit older people.

“i continue to cooperate with 
state and federal authorities in this 
prosecution and in other investiga-
tions,” Castro said.

Castro said he is resigning his 
seat in the new york State Assembly, 
effective monday, April 8, 2013.

“i deeply regret my misconduct 
while campaigning before i was 
elected to office,” said Castro in a re-
lease. “it is my sincere hope that my 
constituents remember me most for 
the good i have done as their rep-
resentative, rather than for the poor 
example i set as a candidate.”

“El Raton,” cried Julia Rodriguez 
from Grand Concourse in The Bronx. 

“nobody wants public corruption. 
Worse, we hate rats. As a Dominican, 
Castro has absolutely nowhere to go.”

insiders in Albany are nervous. 
Castro has been in and out of meet-
ings throughout Albany. He’s devel-
oped tight relationships with Bronx 
Democratic County Leader and As-
semblyman Carl Heastie, who did 
not return our calls.

Though Castro did not go into 
details on the perjury charge, politi-
cos say that it most likely stems from 
the alleged false registering of up to 
nine voters in his residence during 
his 2008 election. others speculated 
that federal authorities have eyed his 
citizenship.

Elected in 2008, Castro succeed-
ed Luis Diaz as the first Dominican 
to represent The Bronx in the State 
Assembly.

Assemblyman Eric Stevenson’s 
office did not release an official state-
ment. Calls to Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver were not returned.

According to the complaint that 
exposed the alleged Stevenson cash 
quest, on April 27, 2012, a confiden-
tial witness met with mr. Stevenson 
and discussed the various ways he 
could help the developers, who al-
ready operated several adult day care 
centers in the city and were looking 
to erect a new center on Jerome Av-

enue in The Bronx.
mr. Stevenson was promised 

$10,000 for his assistance, according 
to the complaint.

As the months passed, the de-
velopers continued to try to ingrati-
ate themselves with mr. Stevenson, 
proposing to name a new center after 
his grandfather and hanging a banner 
with his grandfather’s name outside 
one of their centers on Westchester 
Avenue, said the complaint.

mr. Stevenson, according to the 
complaint, assured the confidential 
witness that he would help ease the 

process of getting building certifi-
cates by prodding Consolidated Edi-
son to do the needed work.

on Sept. 7, 2012, the confiden-
tial witness recorded a meeting using 
both audio and video equipment.

“During the course of this meet-
ing, a co-defendant attempted to 
hand Stevenson Envelope-1 contain-
ing $10,000 in cash,” according to the 
complaint.

Stevenson balked refusing to 
take the envelope, indicating that 
he was concerned about the security 
cameras in the steakhouse.

“After they walked out of the 
restaurant, Stevenson was handed 
Envelope-1 containing $10,000 in 
cash,” according to the complaint.

“i am deeply troubled that two 
Bronx elected officials have been 
ensnared in a political corruption 
probe,” said Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr.

“The people of The Bronx and 
this great city deserve to know the 
truth. The Bronx, as well as the en-
tire City of new york, deserve hon-
est, corruption free government,” said 
Diaz.
Carlos Gonzalez pens The Albany Cor-
respondent column. Direct comments 
and inquiry to carlgonz1@gmail.com.

El Raton – The Rat
Bronx Wire-wearing Lawmaker Vows to Bring Down Others

Nelson Castro

CORRUPTION

By NANCY KING
Last week i ap-

peared on Hezi Aris’ ra-
dio show, “Westchester 
on The Level” to dis-
cuss all things political 

in the state and locally. oddly enough, 
the conversation shifted to how all 
elected officials seem to fall victim to 
corruption, sooner or later. Without 
going back to review the podcast, Aris 
asked me what causes these elected of-
ficials to stray from the righteous path 
of public service and my reply was that 
it all starts with real silverware and a 
porcelain dinner plate. once a person 
enters public service; and most of them 
enter for all of the good altruistic rea-
sons that one would expect from an 
elected official, we put our trust and 
faith in them, but in 99.9% of the cases, 
those same elected officials begin to fall 
in love with their newly found impor-
tance. And the first time they feel that 
first blush of self-love is at a restaurant 
where they get a free meal on taxpayer’s 

or a worker’s dime. They know, in their 
heart of all hearts that it’s wrong, to eat 
that aged beef or lobster, or drink that 
Black and tan on someone else’s dime, 
but it feels so good to know that they’re 
important enough to get this meal. 
Sadly enough, we saw this revealed this 
week with the arrest of eight public of-
ficials including those with ties to the 
lower Hudson Valley and Westchester 
County.

Last week, Preet Bahara and his 
merry band of Feds announced that 
there had been eight arrests of elected 
officials on a wide variety of corrup-
tion charges ranging from state Senator 
malcolm Smith trying to buy his way 
onto a spot on the ballot to become 
the next mayor of new york City. 
That plan was allegedly engineered by 
Smith, where he would make a series 
of cash payments in exchange for the 
support of Bronx GoP Chair Jay Sa-
vino. talk about a dumb move; where 
was Smith’s finance person? in any 
legitimate campaign, it is the finance 

person who actually runs the candidate 
and the campaign in general. Whom-
ever Smith’s campaign finance director 
is, i hope they’re in Brazil by now. new 
york City Council President Dan Hal-
loran and Queens GoP Chair Vincent 
tambone have also been named in the 
pay to play scandal. But that could just 
be the tip of the iceberg. Even though 
Westchester Democratic Chair Reggie 
Lafayette and his Republican colleague 
Doug Colety have both denied any in-
volvement in a pay to play scandal; they 
both have to know that street gossip has 
both of them being investigated as well. 
if i were either one of those Chairs, or 
their respective candidates, i would be 
pooping a pickle right about now.

Perhaps the saddest characters in 
this whole scandal have been Spring 
Valley mayor noramie Jasmine and 
her Deputy mayor Joseph Desmaret 
. These two are Haitian immigrants, 
who had become role models to the 
Haitian community they served. But 
the parallel between mayor Jasmine 

and former yonkers City Council-
woman Sandy Annabi is nearly identi-
cal. Annabi was convicted of selling her 

vote on the Ridge Hill Development 
Project and accepting bribes including Elected Officials, Know Thy Name… It is Corruption

Continued on page 18
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FUNDING

WHitE PLAinS, ny – West-
chester Legislator Catherine Borgia 
(D-ossining), chair of the Westches-
ter County Board of Legislators 
(WCBoL) Government operations 
Committee, issued the following state-
ment Friday, April 5, 2013, regarding 
the recent decision by the u.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and urban Develop-
ment (HuD) to not send Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funds for Hurricane Sandy relief to 
Westchester County:

“once again, we see how the Ad-
ministration’s unwillingness to work 

collaboratively with the Federal gov-
ernment to resolve the outstanding is-
sues of the 2009 Housing Settlement 
have hurt Westchester residents right 
in their pocketbooks. Westchester is 
relying on FEmA funding to do major 
storm repairs in Playland and in other 
County facilities, and local municipali-
ties need equal access to fund repairs in 
their communities. i’m thankful that 
the State will be allowed to assume 
the responsibility for distributing these 
needed funds so that critical repairs can 
be made. But this decision once again 
illustrates how important it is for the 

County to start behaving responsibly 
and move forward with the settlement 
issues.

“This is merely the latest in a long 
series of financial liabilities that the 
Administration’s continued stubborn-
ness will cost us; and there could be 
many more significant financial penal-
ties coming for non-compliance of the 
Housing settlement. Westchester tax-
payers can’t afford to continue to bear 
that burden.”

in a letter dated April 4, HuD 
noted that its “serious civil rights con-
cerns” connected to County Executive 

Astorino’s continued non-compliance 
with the housing settlement is pre-
venting the County from receiving the 
disaster relief funds. HuD pointed out 
new york State may “utilize several 
options to deliver program benefits to 
Westchester residents without funding 
the County itself,” however.

Borgia also noted that WCBoL 
was never apprised of the HuD letter 
regarding the loss of FEmA funds for 
Hurricane Sandy relief. The BoL ob-
tained the HuD letter from an outside 
source.

SouRCE: WCBoL Democrats

Westchester Legislator Borgia Faults Loss of Hurricane Sandy FEMA $$ on Astorino’s HUD Battles

LEGAL

Westchester County Executive Robert 
P. Astorino’s Statement: “obviously, i 
am disappointed with the ruling by the 
Second Circuit of Appeals, and as with 
every action i have taken with respect 
to the 2009 federal housing settlement 
entered into by my predecessor An-
drew Spano, i will comply with the law 
and continue to take principled stands 
on behalf of the people of Westchester.

“my objection to source of in-

come legislation has never been about 
the Section 8 program, which provides 
vouchers to supplement the rent of 
low-income residents. my objection 
has been turning this worthwhile vol-
untary program into a mandatory one 
that would compel every owner of a 
house or apartment to do business with 
the federal government – and take on 
all the rules and regulations that entails 
– upon a tenant’s presentation of a Sec-

tion 8 voucher. i also felt that the source 
of income legislation would be detri-
mental to the housing settlement be-
cause it would act as a disincentive for 
developers to build affordable housing.

“The county is already in compli-
ance with the ruling because the Sec-
ond Circuit in taking on the appeal 
never granted the county a “stay” from 
the lower court ruling, which it has now 
affirmed. As part of that compliance 

with the lower court order of Judge De-
nise Cote, i asked the county Board of 
Legislators back on August 31, 2012 to 
reintroduce the source of income legis-
lation that had previously been before 
it. The matter is now in the hands of the 
Board of Legislators.”

SouRCE: Westchester County 
Executive’s office.

County Executive Robert P. Astorino’s Reaction to U.S. Second Circuit Court of Appeals Decision on Source of Income

LEGAL

WHitE PLAinS, ny – West-
chester County Board of Legislators 
Chairman Ken Jenkins (D-yonkers) 
released the following statement on 
Friday, April 5, 2013, in regard to the 
u.S. Court of Appeals decision to up-
hold the judgment by the u.S. District 
Court that the County was in violation 
of its duty to promote Source of in-
come legislation as part of its fair and 
affordable housing settlement with the 
u.S. Department of Housing and ur-

ban Development:
“All along, the Board of Legislators 

has been urging County Executive As-
torino to comply with the law and fol-
low all of the stipulations of the housing 
settlement, as he promised to do when 
he first took office. today’s Court of 
Appeal’s decision, which centers on the 
County Executive’s stubborn refusal to 
promote Source of income legislation, 
puts the County at significant financial 
risk, through its non-compliance, and 

threatens to upend the settlement.
“The Board of Legislators remains 

committed to working with the As-
torino Administration to further fair 
and affordable housing in Westchester 
and fulfill all of the requirements of the 
housing settlement.

“The time to act is now, though.
“The County Board voted to direct 

the County Executive to submit his 
version of Source of income legislation. 
today’s decision should provide the 

necessary impetus for County Execu-
tive Astorino to introduce new Source 
of income legislation for the Board’s 
consideration and resolve this major is-
sue, before Westchester suffers further 
consequences from the County Execu-
tive’s non-compliance with the law.”
SOURCE: Westchester County Board 
Democrats

Westchester Board of Legislators Chairman Jenkins Urges Compliance with Housing Agreement

jewelry, a car and some help with her 
mortgage. She is currently serving time 
in a Federal facility for her indiscretions. 
mayor Jasmine was about to do the very 
same thing, but in her case it was for a 
slick community center in Rockland 
County. Her Deputy mayor, another 
ex-pat from Haiti is also implicated in 

accepting cash. in a brief statement that 
mirrored one that Sandy Annabi made 
just a few weeks ago, mayor Jasmine 
proclaimed her innocence and vowed 
to clear her good name.

By the end of the week, eight 
elected officials had been implicated 
on a variety of corruption charges and 
more are expected. it really seems that 
the seat of state government in Albany 

is nothing more than a cesspool of filth 
created by those who took an oath to 
work for the greater good. Perhaps it’s 
our own naiveté that prevents us from 
thinking that we’re electing an official 
who won’t be tempted to play the extor-
tion, bribery or fraud game. or perhaps 
when we were in a high school govern-
ment class we were taught to trust in 
our elected officials. it is always a jolt to 

anyone’s sensibility when a “truth”, once 
held so dear is shattered.

The Feds are here in the Hudson 
Valley and one must probably agree 
that they will be here for a long time. 
This week it was Rockland, The Bronx, 
Queens, and new york Counties, and it 
will only be a matter of time before they 
announce that Westchester County pol-
itics is just as dirty as anywhere else in the 
state. We just happen to “clean up bet-
ter” for public appearances. nonetheless, 
these indictments will more than likely 

do nothing to clean up our local officials. 
They may want us to believe that they 
are open and transparent but the minute 
they get to enjoy their expensive meal 
and their top shelf drink, they’ll throw all 
caution to the wind and you can be sure 
it will be business as usual. That is, if your 
business is the business of corruption.
Nancy King is a freelance investi-
gative reporter; a resident of White 
Plains, New York.

CORRUPTION

Elected Officials, Know Thy Name… It is Corruption
Continued from page 17
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POLITICS 

By BOB MARRONE
imagine the voice of the late Rod 
Serling. “it is the middle ground 
between light and shadows, be-
tween science and superstition, and 
it lies between the pit of man’s fears 
and the summit of his imagination; 

it is… new york State politics.
By now you know that Democratic State 

Senator malcolm Wilson of Queens and five 
other officials were arrested on tuesday, April 2, 
on corruption charges in a sting operation involv-
ing an as-yet unnamed developer. included in the 
round-up were a new york City councilman, two 
Republican chairmen and two Spring Valley of-
ficials. Who says there is no bi-partisan coopera-
tion anymore? As well, this group has managed 
to find the common ground needed to bring to-
gether people from different races, sexes, ethnic 
backgrounds and geographical locations: money. 
We will get to this later.

This latest fiasco would be comical if it were 
not so tragic. What makes it so is the history of 
some of those involved, particularly Senator Wil-
son, and the pantheon of elected officials who 

have preceded these latest alleged scammers to 
our courthouses and correctional facilities.

Wilson was among those who tried to high-
jack the senate a few years ago by switching sides 
and caucusing with Republicans. He was even 
the senate leader for a short while. Last year, he 
collaborated with Bronx Democratic Senator Jeff 
Klein and Republican Senate majority Leader 
Dean Skelos to form the awkward and embar-
rassing joint power sharing arrangement that now 
serves as the upper legislature’s leadership. to be 
fair to Wilson, none of this is illegal. But the is-
sue of character is fair game. i mean, how would 
you like this guy in your foxhole? Besides, there 
would be no room in the trench for you anyway. 
He would need a trunk for the different uniforms 
he might find it necessary to wear. if the charges 
against him are proved, the consequences will be 
far greater than judgments of disloyalty and self 
promotion. He stands accused of paying off Re-
publicans in an effort to run for mayor of new 
york City as a…now sit down…Republican.

The Westchester Guardian does not give me 
enough column space to list the “Hall of Shame” 

The Twilight Zone of New York
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Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873
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LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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oP EDSection
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

By HEZI ARIS
it may be too soon 
to tell if yonkers’ 
economic develop-
ment efforts con-
tinue to be driven 

in-house or that outside demands 
have taken reign over at least one 
aspect of economic development 
on the yonkers waterfront and its 
ancillary and residual affects else-
where. What can be said is that 
yonkers Deputy mayor Sue Gerry 
is deeply immersed on two fronts. 
one are the circumstances driving 
the efforts, the other the undertak-
ings themselves. That’s a big plate. 
truth is the simplest, spin demean-
ing and eventually self-destructive. 
Here is the entire story, or at least as 
much as we want yonkers City Hall 
to think we know.

The yonkers Jail, located at 24 
Alexander Street, was quietly sug-
gested to be moved to the decades 
old abandoned facility situated on 
the top floor of the Cacace Justice 

Center. The space had since its ini-
tial faulty build-out been used as a 
storage facility by the yonkers Po-
lice Department; it did not meet 
code. The top floor was meant to 
house a jail but never received new 
york State Department of Correc-
tions accreditation. An RFP, Re-
quest for Proposal, to upgrade the 
Cacace Justice Center’s top floor to 
department standards is expected 
to be concluded by mid-July. The 
project is part of the C.i.P. (Capi-
tal improvement Plan) submitted 
by the city in mayor Spano’s yet to 
be revealed Fy2013-2014 Budget 
Proposal. The yPD have cleared the 
top floor of all storage items so that 
the 90 -120 day project may begin.

City Hall is now suggesting 
since the jail will be moved to the 
site initially intended, it permits a 
potential tenant to be considered for 
adaptively re-using the Alexander 
Street Jail. The property is within 
yards of the waterfront, the yonkers 
Riverfront Library, the yonkers met-

ro north train station, and the newly 
day lighted Van der Donk Park at 
Larkin Plaza.

The so-called request for pro-
posal for the Alexander Street Jail, 
once emptied, could be considered 

for various uses. The suggestion that 
the politically connected John Rubbo 

The Catalysts Behind Adaptive Re-use Promotion of the Alexander Street Jail

members who have paved the roads 
“upstate” or to one of the nations 
fine club feds. Here, as the boys 
on the corner used to say, is a lit-
tle taste. First up, Alan G. Hevesi: 
He served a prison sentence for 
his part in the $153 billion dollar 
state pension fund scandal. oh, by 
the way, pot dealers do more time 
than he did. next, allow me to in-
troduce former powerful Senate 
majority leader Joseph Bruno. He 
was charged with taking kickbacks, 
convicted, and then had his convic-
tion overturned on a technicality. 
What is so annoying about this case 
is that his arrogance never wavered. 
Locally, we had our very own nick 

Spano tax evasion case. it felt like 
he did less time than a Saturday 
night drunk, but who’s counting?. 
i find it more troubling that some 
local pundits grew soppy and all too 
forgiving of this man who betrayed 
a public trust. His welcome home 
dinner was treated like V-day by 
some local press.

Speaking of local, let us not 
forget out own little bi-partisan 
bribery dust up: Former yonkers 
councilwomen, Sandy Annabi, a 
Democrat, and former Republican 
party chief Zehy Jereis are now 
cooling their heels in prison. Again, 
as in the new york mayoral scandal, 
above, the unifying factor is money, 
both legal and otherwise.

Running for mayor in new 
york City requires cash. Given 
registration patterns in the highly 
Democratic town, Republicans are 
hard pressed to raise funds, and 
mayoral races are one of the few 
times people are willing to write 
checks, legal ones. .But this is where 
things get murky. What are the 
payments for and what is the ben-
efit to doing so? if i give you cash 
for your own campaign in an effort 
to get on the ballot for something 
else, do i break the law? Whereas, if 
i just gave you the money to get on 
the ballot, and you used your own 
money to run your campaign, is 
that a bribe? it seems to the average 
person like a distinction without a 
difference. The common thread is 
money. Even michael Bloomberg, 
who has run a virtually scandal free 

administration and who is, himself, 
a corruption free politician, writes 
checks to candidates for which, one 
must assume, he receives, at mini-
mum, goodwill and, perhaps, much 
needed cooperation.

The recent crisis is bound to 
hurt Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
as well. While he too enjoys a de-
served incorruptible reputation, he 
rode into down as the breath of 
fresh air who would rout out scan-
dal, and assert better control over 
the legislature. no governor could 
turn around such a sick culture in 
such a short time; and it was only 
a matter of time before this illusion 
was destroyed. While this incident 
should not take away from Cuomo’s 
other achievements, he is bound to 
wear some of the stench when 2016 
rolls around, if not before.

one of two things, or both, 
needs to happen for our political 
culture to change here i new york. 
We need a better class of candidate 
or a better informed electorate. our 
system promotes corruption and 
draws to it far too many people who 
get in it for personal gain both legal 
and otherwise. Worse still, our sys-
tem is so convoluted that it is hard 
for the average person to under-
stand the murky twilight zone that 
is the inner workings of that system. 
Frankly, i don’t see either happen-
ing any time soon.

For now, we will have to rely on 
our latter day Rod Serling, u. S. At-
torney Preet Bharara.
Bob Marrone is a radio talk show host, 
author, and freelance writer for The 
Westchester Guardian.
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LEGAL NOTICESCLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. 
Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Wilca: 914.632.1230

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Direc-
tor of Development- FT-must have a background in development or expe-
rience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experi-
ence working with sponsors/donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a 
good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby 
staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. Must be familiar with POS 
system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 
438-5795 and ask for Julie or Allison

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matter of ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
     SUMMONS AND INQUEST NOTICE

Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),    

A Child Under 21 Years of Age   Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/12C

Adjudicated to be Neglected by    NN-2695/96-10/12B 
     FU No.: 22303

Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,
  Respondents.     X
NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 
22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETH-
ER THE NON-RESPONSENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF 
THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE 
COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND 
REMAINS IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE 
AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF 
THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN 
THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUS-
TODY OF THE CHILD AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD.

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify 
address(es)]:  

Last known addresses: TIFFANY RAY: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

Last known addresses: KENNETH THOMAS: 24 Garfield Street, #3, Yonkers, NY 10701

 An Order to Show Cause under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court 
seeking to modify the placement for the above-named child.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court 
located at 53 So. Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the 28th day of March, 2012 at 2;15 pm in the 
afternoon of said day to answer the petition and to show cause why said child should not be 
adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be dealt with in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a law-
yer, and if the Court finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer 
assigned by the Court.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place 
noted above, the Court will hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: January 30, 2012   BY ORDER OF THE COURT
    CLERK OF THE COURT
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and his partner, proprietors of yon-
kers Beer are in search of a down-
town property give away may fit the 
bill. So too, Ron Shemesh who in-
tends to develop the area vacated by 
the now bankrupt Robert macFar-
lane, one-time owner of the Homes 
for America property. Ron “Sunshine 
Boy” Shemesh has become the latest 
favorite son and thereby “designated” 
developer for the Glenwood Power 
Plant and trevor Park facility, The 
Alder manor property, and Boyce 
Thompson property, among others. 
His connection goes back as far as 
to the beginning days of legal eagle 
Al DelBello. Joe Cotter, in arrears to 
yonkers for over $4.1 million, is still 
being heard being considered and his 
name being bandied about. if so, ex-
pect the $4.1 million legal action to 
be “forgotten” by yonkers City Hall, 
as always intended by mayor mike 
Spano. The best bet is for the brewery, 
with restaurant, coffee house, retail 

shop, and Wi-Fi accessibility to drive 
traffic to the area.

The RFP for the 24 Alexander 
Street Jail must be presented by April 
5, 2013 to meet the deadline for all 
submissions. Deputy mayor Gerry 
advises yonkers advertised the RFP 
in Crain’s Business and the Wall 
Street Journal. it will be interesting 
to learn, when eventually divulged, 
if the same old boys network of 
“family and friends” remain part of 
the scenario of past corruption and 
declared winners of the RFP.

The reality is that the 85-year-
old jail became central to the sensi-
bilities of yonkers City Hall when 
they were advised by a potential 
“developer” he would not build 
luxury waterfront units until the 
jail property at 24 Alexander Street 
ceased operation, and moved to its 
intended location at the Cacace 
Justice Center. The subtle hint was 
taken to heart. to wit, Deputy 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The Catalysts Behind Adaptive Re-use Promotion of 
the Alexander Street Jail
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LE G A L  A D S
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown 
Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Wilca: 
914.632.1230

 
Prime Retail -  

Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. 

Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. Ft. Store 
$1200.

NINJA BEAM LLC Authority filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/25/13. 
Office location: Westchester Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 2/21/13 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC Attn: 
Michael Tener 166 Pearsall DR 5A MT 
Vernon, NY 10552. DE address of LLC: 
3500 S DuPont Hwy Dover, DE 19901. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

D.S. TOOL, FLAGS & FLAGPOLES LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/26/13. Office in Westches-
ter Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
The LLC 4 Vernon Lane Elmsford, NY 
10523. Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

JONO ENTERPRISES LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/7/13. Of-
fice in Westchester Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 1368 Park LN. Pelham NY 
10803. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of LLC: Name: 
THRIFTY MEASURES LLC. Article of Org. 
filed with NY Sec. of State 02/14/2013. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
The New York Secretary of State shall 
be designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
Sec. of State shall mail a copy of pro-
cess to the registered agent, United 
States Corporation Agents Inc., 7014 
13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228 Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
 

Notice is Hereby Given that a license, # 
1268756 For Liquor has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell liquor at retail 
in a restaurant under the ABC Law at D 
Galaxy Inc. at 39 Palisade Ave Yonkers, 
NY 10701 for on premises consumption.

Notice of Formation of 361 Warburton 
Ave LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 3/13/13.Office 
location: Westchester County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the LLC, c/o Ar-
nold Perez, 520 Van Cortlandt Park Ave, 
Yonkers, NY 10705. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

STRIGIFORME LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 3/13/13. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to C/O 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 Brooklyn, NY 
11228. Purpose: Any lawful activity. Reg-
istered Agent: United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave Ste. 202 
Brooklyn, NY 11228.

LUREA MURPHY ARTIST MANAGEMENT 
LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 2/5/13. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to The LLC 12 Robin St. 
Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: Any lawful 
activity. Registered Agent: Lurea Murphy 
12 Robin St. Ossining, NY 10562.
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By BOB WEIR
okay, so i’m sitting 
in my study the other 
day on a bright sunny 
morning with a clear 
view of my front yard 

as i sip on my first cup of steaming 
java, while scanning an assortment 
of emails. Since my home is in the 
proximity of a park, i often see peo-
ple walking their dogs and heading 
toward the multi-acre greenbelt 
down the street. The rush of caffeine 
had just begun to do its job of snap-
ping me out of that dreary break 
of day grogginess when i noticed 
something that caused my adren-
alin to take over the assignment. A 
middle-aged man, who was walk-
ing about 10 feet behind his large, 
black, unleashed dog, continued to 
walk as the animal stopped on my 
lawn and deposited a large mound 
of waste product. i almost ran out-
side in my robe and slippers when 
i saw the gent casually stroll along, 
passing by the fetid pile of dung on 
his way to the park. By the time i 

pulled on some jeans and a pullover 
shirt, the filthy slob was out of sight.
i fetched a small plastic bag from 
the kitchen cabinet and a dustpan 
from the garage before approaching 
the canine discharge and sweeping 
it inside the translucent sack. After 
a quick drenching of the discolored 
spot with some short bursts from 
the garden hose, the turf was be-
ginning to look green again. Sev-
eral minutes later i was back at my 
computer, but this time i had my 
running shoes on. Alas, i didn’t get 
the chance to render my opinion to 
the disgusting sleaze-ball with the 
meretricious mutt because they ap-
parently took another route to get 
back home. There are many dog-
walkers in the neighborhood and 
the great majority of them are con-
siderate enough to keep their pets 
on a leash, walk them off the curb 
and carry a pickup kit to clean up 
after them. However, the type of 
dog-walker i described in the open-
ing paragraph is personally offen-
sive because he didn’t show the least 

bit of concern as he allowed his pet 
to dump his disease-producing fe-
ces on a well-manicured lawn and 
simply scamper away.

it’s not the dog’s fault; he’s 
merely doing what animals do in 
the wild. But, you have to wonder 
what type of person his owner is 
if he can put up with such obnox-
ious behavior without compunc-
tion. one can only imagine what 
his house and lawn looks like if he 
has no respect for cleanliness. in 
addition, suppose i had confronted 
him and demanded that he remove 
the reeking debris? Apparently, he 
didn’t have the tools with him to do 
so, hence, it could have developed 
into a nasty argument. This puts 
decent people in a difficult situation 
because we can’t just sit by idly and 
tolerate such insufferable behavior, 
but, we’d rather not get involved in 
a violent dispute. That being said, 
people like this loathsome chap 
must be challenged, otherwise, 
they’re very likely to think they’re 
invulnerable to criticism for their 
repulsive deeds. many people take 
their dogs to the local parks to do 
their “business” and most can be 

seen carrying the necessary imple-
ments to clean up and dispose of 
the waste.

A sign posted at the entrance 
informs people that pets must be 
secured by a leash and violators will 
be subject to a fine. yet, anyone who 
frequents the recreational areas will 
tell you that there are always some 
people who disregard such warn-
ings. That’s sad because children 
come to play in those open spaces 
and one can only imagine how of-
ten they’ve rolled around in some of 
that infectious garbage. inasmuch 
as i’ve never seen any police patrols 
in the nearby park, it’s doubtful that 
anyone has ever been cited for their 
illegal conduct.

i’ve had the pleasure of keeping 
some marvelous pets in my life, but 
none compare to the fun and lov-
ing embrace of “man’s best friend.” 
Everyone, but especially children, 
should experience the warmth 
and non-judgmental love that can 
be enjoyed when that furry, tail-
wagging buddy greets them at the 
door each day with unqualified af-
fection. nonetheless, having a pet 
comes with responsibility. We all 

live under a social contract in which 
we try to be respectful toward the 
rights of others. When that con-
tract is broken we often end up in 
the dreaded position of getting per-
sonally involved, which, in turn can 
lead to legal action. no one wants 
that, but no one wants to tolerate 
uncivilized comportment either. 
Sadly, there are people who simply 
don’t want to get implicated; there-
fore, the bad behavior becomes nor-
malized. i hope that some who read 
this can relate to it, whether as the 
perpetrator or the victim, and act 
responsibly.
Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with 
the New York Police Dept. (NYPD), 
ten of which were performed in plain-
clothes undercover assignments. Bob 
began a writing career about 12 years 
ago and had his first book published in 
1999. Bob went on to write and pub-
lish a total of seven novels, “Murder in 
Black and White,” “City to Die For,” 
“Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s Kids,” 
“Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of 
Life and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” 
He also became a syndicated columnist 
under the title “Weir Only Human.”

Please Scoop the Poop!
 WEIR ONLY HUMAN

mayor Gerry has set the appropri-
ate ducks in a newly devised row: 
build out of the top floor of the 
Cacace Justice Center, empty Al-

exander Street Jail, divulge the cho-
sen, albeit hush-hush, “developer” 
of 24 Alexander Street, complete 
the adaptive re-use of the property 
within 24-30 months time, and cut 
a few ribbons.

Excellent revisionist tale trans-
formed chrysalis like to an agree-
able “plan”, a concept long devoid 
of substance in economic develop-
ment circles, other than the fleec-
ing aspect, long understood to be 

the “grease” that moves the wheels 
of commerce in yonkers. Always 
circling about are the vultures who 
circle about yonkers in hope to get 
a pound or two of the city’s flesh.

All that is required now is the 
all-important legal mumbo jumbo 
that protects the City of yonkers 

and the “developer” fairly [double 
entendre intentioned].

At issue is not the intent; only 
the execution. Poor execution will 
be an invitation to the FEDS. Ev-
eryone is watching. The buck stops 
with mayor mike Spano. He will 
be responsible to deliver the goods.

The Catalysts Behind Adaptive Re-use Promotion of the Alexander Street Jail

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Continued from page 21

http://www.rat-dog.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=40.7166666667,-74.0&spn=0.1,0.1&q=40.7166666667,-74.0%20(New%20York%20City)&t=h
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death
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With over 50 years experience,  
Lexington Capital 

provides loans from 
$1,000,000 to $150,000,000 

at some of the lowest interest rates
 available in the marketplace. 

LEXINGTON 
CAPITAL Associates

914.633.4100
LexCapAssociates.com

David Germain
732.688.8875 • germainfs@aol.com

Steve Kerner
914.450.8453 • skerner80@gmail.com

• 15 Year Fixed-Rate Loans Available
• 30 Year Payout
• Interest-Only Loans Available 
• Fast Closings for Qualified Borrowers

240 NORTH AVE., NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801
LEXINGTON CAPITAL ASSOCIATES, LLC.

Multifamily is our Specialty

mailto:germainfs@aol.com
mailto:skerner80@gmail.com
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Photo by Joan Marcus.
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THE PERSHING SQUARE SIGNATURE CENTER  480 WEST 42ND STREET  (212) 244-7529  signaturetheatre.org

EXTENDED AGAIN
THROUGH JUNE 9!

“One of the funniest
  shows of the past
  few years!”

“Leaves the audience
  buzzing with joy!
  If you let yourself
  miss this marvelous
  diversion, the more
  fool you!”

CREATED AND PERFORMED BY

BILL IRWIN & DAVID SHINER
MUSIC BY AND FEATURING NELLIE McKAY 

DIRECTED BY TINA LANDAU

OLD
    HATS

- The New York Post

- Time Out New York


