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Yonkers, NY -- The heat of 
the day had not had time to 
dissipate. Still Yonkersites 
came to fill the cavernous 
air-conditioned room. 
On one side were long 
collapsible tables lined in a 
long vertical arrangement; 
on the other side was an 
arrangement of chairs 
stationed in rows one after 

the other before a simple 
dais. Upon entry into the 
venue, the heat of the 
outdoors was whisked away 
by the cool temperature 
within. I signed the sign-
in sheet. I unfamiliar with 
the environs. I gravitated 
toward the tables and 
sat down. It felt as if I 
had entered my mother’s 
kitchen. There was a sense 
of inclusion, a heartfelt 
joy of seeing old friends 
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Albany, NY -- Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(35th District 
– D/WF), 
Chair of the 
Senate Local 
G o v e r n m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e , 
a n n o u n c e d 
that the Senate 
has approved 
l e g i s l a t i o n 
(S7907) to 
empower the 
State Comptroller to conduct 
audits of local government 
subsidiary organizations. 

Legislation to Audit Local 
Government Subsidiary 

Organizations Passes Senate
State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli drafted the 

l e g i s l a t i o n , 
which Senator 
Andrea Stewart-
C o u s i n s 
introduced and 
passed in the 
Senate with an 
overwhelming 
53-7 majority.
     The bill will 
expand the State 
Comptroller ’s 

express audit authority 
to include audits of 

The following article by 
the former Spanish Prime 
Minister José María 
Aznarwas published in the 
British newspaper ‘The 
Times’ on 17 June 2010

     Anger over Gaza is a 

Supporting Israel
If Israel Goes Down, We All Go Down

By 
José María Aznar

distraction.     
     We cannot forget that 
Israel is the West’s best ally 
in a turbulent region
For far too long now it 
has been unfashionable 
in Europe to speak up 
for Israel. In the wake 
of the recent incident on 
board a ship full of anti-
Israeli activists in the 
Mediterranean, it is hard to 
think of a more unpopular 
cause to champion.
     In an ideal world, 
the assault by Israeli 
commandos on the Mavi 
Marmara would not have 

Yonkers, NY -- Enjoy 
a two-and-a-half-hour 
Hudson River sail on the A. 
J. Meerwald, a beautifully 
restored turn-of-the-

Hudson River Sunset Fundraiser 
Sail on Restored  

Turn-of-the-Century Schooner

Sunset on the deck of the 
A.J. Meerwald

century schooner and New 
Jersey’s official tall ship, 
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The Hezitorial From Page 1

We 
Welcome

Your 
Comments
Tell us if we  

are doing  
something 
wrong, and 
what we are 
doing right.

WHYTEditor@
gmail.com

and welcoming new ones. 
It was non-judgmental. If 
you want to feel sincere 
comfort and warmth, you 
may wish to attend the next 
meeting held at the North 
Yonkers Preservation and 
Development Corp. located 
at 219 Ridge Avenue.
     The room was abuzz with 
pride about the inaugural 
hot lunch service that served 
72 people around the Noon 
hour to a predominately 
mature population. The 
facility is situated near two 
affordable senior housing 
units. For those on a fixed 
income, the daily hot meal 
service costing $2 a day 
is a Godsend. Creating a 
welcoming environment 
and a venue to be among 
other people is icing on the 
cake. 
     We spent the first 
half hour, from 6:30 pm, 
when people were called 
to attend, until 7:00 pm 
“talking shop.” Without 
reflection, it may be easy 
to miss that the words 
exchanged among the 30 
assembled was as satisfying 
as a Thanksgiving dinner 
and not as fattening about 
the waistline.
     There was a purpose 
to which we came.  When 
Yonkers City Council 
Majority Leader Pat McDow 
arrived with Charlotte 
Vinson, her chief of staff, 
then Keith Olson, president 
of the Yonkers Police 
Benevolent Association, 
and Mike Galvin, 
representing Mayor Phil 
Amicone, Debbie Kayal, 
aide to Councilwoman 
Joan Gronowski, and then 
Joan Gronowski herself, 
attention was naturally 
pulled toward the dais.
     Diane, petite and 
determined, set the tone. 
She wanted to know why 
we are in this crisis? “What 
caused this crisis?” She 
said she was not pleased 
with the personal attacks 
among various individuals 

and groups that were going 
nowhere. She divulged that, 
“We are the poor people 
paying taxes, getting 
reduced social security; 
We’re suffering,” she said. 
She also promised she has 
much more to say during 
the evening.
     Joan Gronowski heard 
her loudly and said she was 
raised of the mind to not 
spend more that you have; 
to live within our means. “I 
don’t believe we’re running 
on a bare bones budget,” 
stressed Gronowski. I 
introduced legislation to 
have every worker pay 
for health insurance. Cut 
cell phones, city cars - 
everything else, before you 
cut services.”
     “Consolidate services,” 
said Patricia McDow. 
“The strong mayor for 
of government limits the 
power of the City Council 
and its members.” 
     Kathy, petite and bright-
eyed said, “I know your 
hands are tied. Why are 
they going after police, 
and fire personnel? Enforce 
the laws on the books,” 
she said, suggesting that 
there are many people who 
have abandoned buildings 
in the area for which the 
city should foreclose so 
as to earn money on the 
resale of the property. Also 
to fine people who are 
dumping in the area yet are 
not apprehended or fined. 
Andrew rose to mention 
that he was in agreement 
and mentioned buildings 
that had been abandoned 
and are now being used as 
a dumping ground.
     “Lights have still not 
been turned on in Lennon 
Park. Why not?,” said a 
white-haired lady who said 
it wasn’t right to have the 
flag flown at night without 
an attendant light.  Ms 
McDow suggested it might 
still be a Con ed issue. 
She said she would make 
further inquiry.

     “Why can’t we get rid 
of all the cars and the cell 
phones and other perks?” 
some else asked. “Why 
are the municipal service 
personnel being fired 
in such great numbers? 
What about savings other 
than firing people.” It was 
mentioned that 99 police 
were to be terminated; 44 
firefighters, and 55 DPW, 
a total of 198 personnel out 
of a total about 233 on the 
municipal side.
     Another sprightly 
character said, “How much 
money did it cost to send 
out this notice?” referring 
to the garbage collection 
schedule change postcard 
sent through the mail. “It’s 
on thick paper and in color. 
It must have cost a fortune,” 
she said.
     Mr Galvin said it was 
the only way to reach every 
resident and that there are 
no alternative actions that 
are less expensive.
     Tearing the garbage 
collection schedule to 
shreds within moments 
of its mention was Kathy, 
who rose to her feet to 
say, this schedule will be 
a hardship for us because 
you have scheduled 
Southwest Yonkers for 
Monday pickups. We have 
many high rise buildings 
in which the elderly live. 
It is the superintendents 
that prepare for garbage 
pickup by placing the 
garbage in designated areas 
the night before. But we 
don’t have supers on the 
job on Sundays. How are 
we going to get the garbage 
out in time for pickup?”
     Her inquiry was pointed. 
Garbage collection is 
scheduled for Tuesday 
pickup from Northwest 
Yonkers, On Wednesday 
there is no garbage 
collection, only citywide 
recycling. Thursday is for 
Northeast Yonkers; and 
Friday is for Southeast 
Yonkers.

     When it was suggested 
that perhaps Monday 
pickup can be switched to 
Wednesday, alleviating the 
hardship a Monday pickup 
would be for the elderly, 
Mr Galvin noted that it 
took hours to design this 
plan and that any changes 
hereinafter would be 
confusing.
     The meeting concluded 
when no further questions 
were posed and no further 
input was shared.
     Even so, we learned that 
Andrew can be seen picking 
up refuse to maintain his 
sense of respect for others in 
his community. Kathy does 
so, as well. The people who 
gathered together last night 
have a sense of Yonkers too 
easily forgotten by those 
who can still remember, 
while there are others that 
never learned the definition 
of the respect required of 
each other within a greater 
society to the best of their 
ability. Each of the people 
who attended knew the 
difference and lived by 
those rarely noticed tenets 
of a good neighbor. It is 
time to teach one another 
the basis for Yonkers being 
called the City of Gracious 
Living. Among the people 
I heard last night, the City 
of Gracious Living is in 
the here and now. Yonkers 
is not lost as long as these 
woman, and a few men, 
maintain an expectation 
of excellence from 
themselves, each other, and 
you.
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     TaeHun Kim is an 
American, through and 

through.
     A successful executive 
and attorney with a good 
education, he lives the 
American Dream every 
day, but he also knows 
that there is another side to 
being Korean-American, in 
which it is very difficult to 
claim complete assimilation 
into American life.
     “For Koreans in America, 
there is a strong sense of 
wanting to be Americans 
and make the most of the 
freedom and opportunity 
for success that America 
has to offer,” said Kim, 
author of War With Pigeons 
(www.aStoryTelling.com), 
a novel that chronicles 
how Korean families 
from different classes live 
together as Americans, as 
it peels back the veil of the 
hidden Korean society that 
exists outside the view of 
non-Koreans. “But there 
is another side to being a 
Korean in America – an 
enduring adherence to the 
long-standing traditions 
of a Korean class system 
characterized by an 
aristocratic sector that 
rules over a working class 
population – and if you’re 
not Korean, you’d never 
know it’s there.”
     The parameters for 
legitimacy and social 
standing have evolved over 
the past few decades, he 
added, as the traditional 
emphases on pedigree 
of birth and education 
have given way to the 
unprecedented wealth 
accumulated by many in 
connection with South 

For Koreans, Assimilation is the Issue, Not Immigration
Korea’s rapid 
e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 
Koreans in 
America are 
typically eager to 
be legal citizens, 
according to Kim, 
in order to gain that 
additional stamp 
of “legitimacy” 
which is so critical 
to their standing 
in the Korean 
community.
     “In the U.S., 
less than 9 
percent of the 
illegal immigrant 
population comes 
from Asian 
countries, with 
Koreans making 
up a small percentage of 
that small percentage,” 
Kim said. “The reason 
is that the Korean class 
system is based on social 
standing in the community 
which in turn depends on 
legitimacy, whether in the 
traditional context of birth 
or education or the more 
recent context of industrial 
success. It’s extremely 
difficult to take part in it 
if you are here illegally, 
because you would lack the 
requisite legitimacy.”
     There is a generational 
rift inherent in the Korean 
immigrant population, 
however, that Kim believes 
is making it difficult for 
either the older or newer 
generations to completely 
assimilate to life as 
Americans.
     “On the one hand, the 
original émigrés from 
Korea came here wanting 
to be Americans, to live 
in the land of opportunity, 

to learn English and 
be part of society,” he 
said. “But the hardships 
they faced, undoubtedly 
similar to those faced by 
other immigrants groups, 
coupled with the language 
and cultural barriers 
have created a hidden 
infrastructure in the Korean 
community. Many of the 
old guards still hold true to 
certain traditions steeped 
in the class structure, 
and it is even possible to 
live and work within that 
community without ever 
having to learn English. 
The entire business and 
social structure is built as it 
exists in Korea.”
     On the other hand, the 
newer immigrants proceed 
from a sense of entitlement 
that is fostered by a number 
of factors. First the newer 
immigrants are often from 
wealthier backgrounds and 
“the land of opportunity” 
appears much less 
charitable to them than 

they did to their 
predecessors. In 
addition, they are 
coming to the 
States at a time 
when the earlier 
sense of gratitude 
to the US for its 
role in the Korean 
War has given way 
to more negative 
views on the 
US’s participation 
in international 
affairs. Finally, 
the growing 
prominence of 
Koreans on the 
world stage – 
whether in the 
context of the 
Olympics, the 

World Cup, or 
the manufacturing of 
automobiles and electronics 
– is creating a sense of pride 
in just being Korean.
     “The younger generation 
has no problem adopting 
more Western attitudes 
regarding their outward 
lifestyle and ignoring the 
old traditions,” Kim said. 
“They may ignore many of 
the more archaic elements 
of their heritage, but they 
still see themselves as 
Koreans first, and may 
adopt a more combative 
‘us against them’ mentality 
when it comes to other 
groups.”
     Kim believes the 
combination of these 
pressures, from the older 
generation to the younger 
one, will continue to 
force Korean Americans 
to live just outside of the 
mainstream.
     “It makes us neither fish 
nor fowl,” he said. “In many 
cases, some Koreans don’t 

feel terribly connected to 
their home country, but 
they never truly feel like 
Americans, either. They are 
somewhere in the middle, 
torn between the extremes 
of the inner circles of the 
many Korean communities 
around America and the 
forces of westernization 
and modernization that 
are inherent in living and 
working as American 
citizens. It’s been this way 
for decades, and I’m not 
sure it’s going to change 
any time soon.”
     TaeHun Kim was born 
on March 17, 1970 in 
Inchon, South Korea and 
immigrated to the United 
States in 1971. He spent 
most of his childhood 
growing up in various areas 
of Brooklyn, New York, 
most notably Mill Basin. 
In 1982, Kim was granted 
admission to attend Hunter 
College High School – a 
magnet school located 
in Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side. He graduated 
from Hunter with varsity 
letters in both baseball 
and volleyball and was 
awarded the US Marine 
Corp’s Distinguished 
Athlete Award in 1988.  He 
received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History from 
Haverford College in 1992 
and his Juris Doctor degree 
from New York University 
School of Law in 1995. He 
worked as a securitization 
attorney for many years at 
Brown & Wood LLP and 
then a senior credit officer 
for Moody’s Investors 
Service. He is currently a 
senior vice president at a 
global bank.

http://www.aStoryTelling.com
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New Rochelle, NY -- New 
York State Assembly 
candidate Mike Ramondelli 
is Richard 
Narog and 
Hezi Aris’ 
main guest 
this Tuesday, 
June 29th, on 
the On the 
Level radio 
show heard on 
WVOX-1460 
AM on your 
radio dial and 
worldwide on 
www.WVOX.
com, from 
10:00 through 
11:00 am. 
Opening the show will be 
Yonkers City Councilman 
Wilson Terrero (District2) 
and Education Chair who 
will speak to Albany’s 
funding of the Yonkers 

Board of Education. 
     Bob Yedowitz will be 
our guest July 6th.

     For those 
who crave 
more news 
with a Yonkers 
pe r spec t ive 
c o n s i d e r 
listening to 
Hezi Aris 
We d n e s d a y 
m o r n i n g s 
at 8:35 am 
when he and 
Bob Marrone 
discuss hyper 
local issues 
on the Good 

M o r n i n g 
Westchester radio program 
hosted by Bob Marrone. 

White Plains, NY:--  
Enjoy an evening of fun 
with a wine tasting at St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church, Wednesday, June 
30th, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
     The Reverend Dr. 
Gawain F. deLeeuw, 
Rector, and friends will 
lead a basic introduction to 
the six major wine grapes 
and introduce several 
wine regions.  There will 
be live music provided by 
the world class soloists 
of the St. Bart’s choir.  
Novices and experts alike 
are encouraged to attend 
this no-pretense event.  
Refreshments will also be 
served. 
     All proceeds will benefit 
the music program at St. 

Wine and Music to Benefit St. 
Bartholomew’s Music Program

Bartholomew’s.  This is the 
biggest fundraising event of 
the year for the choir.  The 
money raised will ensure 
that the choir remains one 
of the finest in the area and 
enable them to continue to 
perform top notch choral 
music. 
In addition to the tasting, 

there will be a raffle and a 
silent auction. A number of 
excellent wines, including 
an Opus One, a few gift 
baskets and cases of wine 
will be available as prizes 
as well as a wine-tasting 
dinner with the Rector and 
Music Director (who has 
appeared on Emeril Live!).   
Tickets to the events are 
$35 each and $50 for 
couples.  Raffle tickets are 
$10 each or $25 for three.  
You do not need to be 
present to win! 
     Please enjoy a fabulous 
evening of wine and music 
for a great cause! 
     RSVP and additional 
information:  914 949-
5577, 917 304-4831 or 
st.barts.wp@gmail.com  

Thursday, July 15, at 6:00 – 
8:30 PM. Tickets are $50 per 
person and support the work 
of Beczak Environmental 
Education Center. There 
are limited spots available:  
register at BeczakNews@
beczak.org / (914) 377-
1900 ext. 13. Children are 
welcome with parents. Bring 
your own refreshments; beer 
and wine are permitted on 
board. Parking is at Beczak 
Environmental Education 
Center, 35 Alexander Street, 
Yonkers, NY. The ship departs 
from the Yonkers Pier. 
     “The ship brings people 
back to a simpler time,” says 
Captain Jesse Briggs, a native 
of Virginia who has been 
working on boats since he 
was ten years old. “There’s no 
engine sound, and you travel 
at a leisurely pace. People 
relax and enjoy the scenery. 
How far we go depends on 
the wind and tide.”
     Sailing on the A. J. 
Meerwald is an authentic 
living history experience. 
Once underway, all are 
invited to learn hands-on 

Hudson River Sunset Fundraiser Sail on Restored  
Turn-of-the-Century Schooner From Page 1

navigation and seamanship 
skills from the captain and 
crew, including raising the 
sails, standing bow watch 
and taking a turn at the 
ship’s helm. Participants 
can choose to participate in 
a discussion about the New 
York Harbor’s rich maritime 
heritage and the history of 
the A. J. Meerwald and the 
oyster industry. Or just relax 
on the Meerwald’s spacious 
deck and enjoy scenery of 
the majestic Palisades and 
New York skyline.
     The A. J. Meerwald is a 115-
foot schooner with over 3,500 
square feet of sail. Launched 
in 1928, the Meerwald was 
one of hundreds of schooners 
built along South Jersey’s 
Delaware Bayshore for 
oystering and clamming. 
Governor Christine Whitman 
added the A. J. Meerwald 
to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1995, 
and on Earth Day 1998 the 
Meerwald was designated 
New Jersey’s official tall 
ship.  Since 1989, the A. J. 
Meerwald has been owned 

by the Bayshore Discovery 
Project, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
motivating people to take care 
of the environment, history, 
and culture of New Jersey’s 
Bayshore region through 
education, preservation, and 
example.
     Sailing aboard the A. J. 
Meerwald will also be a 
featured activity of Beczak’s 
Summer Adventures in 
mid-July in which children 
ages 10 – 12 will hoist the 
Meerwald’s sails and learn 
about navigation, the region’s 
oyster industry, working 
together and the Hudson 
River on the oyster schooner. 
     Beczak Environmental 
Education Center is a 
non-profit organization 
that presents exhibits and 
programs for all ages to raise 
environmental awareness 
and to encourage informed 
stewardship of rivers.  They 
celebrate its 20th anniversary 
in 2010. www.beczak.org.

http://www.WVOX.co
http://www.WVOX.co
http://st.barts.wp@gmail.com 
http://BeczakNews@beczak.org
http://BeczakNews@beczak.org
http://www.beczak.org
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By Carl Paladino

   My name is Thomas Bock; 
I am you! Common sense, 
a moral compass, frugality, 
compassion, pragmatism, 
and most importantly an 
open mind. This is the 
foundation of my campaign 
to represent the people of 
Westchester County’s 92nd 
District for the New York 
State Assembly. We are 
all being pummeled with 
rising taxes, loss of jobs, 
unfunded mandates, and 
more. The financial strain 
is forcing families to drift 

I Am You!

By Thomas Bock
NYS 92nd Assembly 
District Candidate

apart in Westchester due to 
the high cost of maintaining 
our homes where we grew 
up. And now, we can no 
longer afford to reside in 
our own homes. Every 
one of these issues and 
concerns has a solution. 
It demands listening, not 
simply hearing; and acting, 
not just pontificating 
over these concerns. The 
paralysis that consumes 
us today is the disconnect 
between We The People, 
and those who claim to 
represent us. For too long 
many incumbents, as well 
as new entrants coming into 
public notice during the 
2010 political race, cling 
only to the tenets of their 
political party affiliation, 
dismissing you and I in the 
process. Do you believe 
they will answer a change 
worthy of our concerns? 
You and I know better… 
   Our political process rests 
on the party system, the 

very parties who drew up 
non-aggression pacts here 
in Westchester where one 
candidate was permitted 
to win over the other in 
a specific race but not in 
another. This political 
dishonesty shunned 
the electorate. It was a 
successful ploy. It bolstered 
patronage as it effectively 
dismissed We The People’s 
needs and desires. The lack 
of choice afforded us were 
the seeds of decay, which is 
eroding our neighborhoods 
and families every day. 
These are powerful forces, 
yet in reality the power 
they convey is not real. 
Upon reflection, we must 
each ask ourselves whether 
we are where we want to be 
today and if those claiming 
to represent us have stolen 
our future dreams and 
hopes for ourselves and 
for those we love? When 
we each enter the voting 
booth this November 2nd, 

the power of our decision 
will be within our grasp. 
When you flip that lever, 
your voice and mine will 
no longer be silent. We 
trusted our political party 
affiliations to protect 
our rights yet sadly, they 
trashed our rights for their 
interests, not ours. 
   We are fed up with the 
‘go along to get along’ 
syndrome that perpetuates 
a culture in which ‘good 
enough is good enough’. 
Its not! We deserve more 
and must demand more. 
You and I can no longer 
afford to sit back and watch 
as those who claim to share 
our pain continuously 
marginalize us. They don’t 
care about us! As you 
have stood up, so have I. 
Together we can make a 
change in Albany for our 
sake here in Westchester. It 
took awhile for us to catch 
on, but now we have. We 
can do it. We can’t afford 

any more excuses. 
   With me, Thomas Bock, 
you can trust your voice will 
be heard in the assembly 
chambers on every issue. 
Rising to the rank of 
Chief of the Elmsford Fire 
Department has taught me 
to take hold of a crisis and 
mitigate its negative results. 
For our sake and those of 
our family and friends, we 
must stop the madness or 
it will stop us. I dare you 
to think differently. What 
we’ve done so far isn’t 
working. Dare To Change! 
Vote for Thomas Bock on 
November 2, 2010.

Read more about  
Thomas Bock, join his 
campaign or help his 

campaign with a financial 
donation by going to 

www.Bock2010.com or 
emailing  

info@Bock2010.com.

Buffalo, NY -- Carl Paladino, 
a Buffalo businessman and 
Republican candidate for 
Governor of New York, 
called upon Governor 
David Paterson to drop an 
unenforceable agreement 
with the state’s employee 
unions and layoff state 
workers hired while the 
private sector shed jobs.
     “New Yorkers have had 
enough of the Albany three-
step: one step forward, 
two steps back,” Paladino 
said. “It is time for Gov. 
Paterson to stop this dance 
and cut the fat in state 
government staff ranks 
- especially the political 
hacks woven into the fabric 
of the bureaucracy.”
A 2009 memorandum 
of understanding Gov. 

Paladino Says, “Anything But Layoffs is Gubernatorial Malpractice”
NYS Gubernatorial Candidate Paladino says Paterson “Sticking to a foolish deal.”

Paterson’s representative 
signed with unions secured 
a no-layoffs pledge from 
the Governor in exchange 
for the unions’ support 
for a Tier V pension 
plan. The dubious 
memorandum was 
never ratified by 
the legislature, so 
the document holds 
no legal merit and 
leaves the door 
open for staffing 
cutbacks.
     Also, while 
Paterson’s no-
layoff pledge was 
with two of the state’s 
major unions, there are 
some 10 other labor groups 
that were not party to the 
agreement. All should be 
notified of layoffs.
     “This MOU, signed only 
by a Paterson staffer, holds 
no water and therefore 

can no longer stall the 
inevitable - it is time to 
layoff State employees,” 
Paladino said. “Cigarette 

taxes, robbing the dead and 
other gutless fixes to this 
mess are all on the backs of 
taxpayers, adding insult to 
injury.”
After a recent judicial 
setback in a suit brought 
by those same union 
leaders over his furlough 
plan, Paterson suggested 

that he was not ready to 
overturn the unratified 
memorandum. But he did 
not take that option off the 

table.     
      “The Governor 
shouldn’t have 
agreed to never 
layoff workers - the 
last fix for any cash-
strapped enterprise 
- in the midst of a 
profound economic 
d o w n t u r n , ” 
Paladino said. 
“Now he’s sticking 
to a foolish deal.”
     “While business 

leaders across the state 
make painful cuts our 
government still grows,” 
Paladino said. “Last year 
New York lost 274,000 
private sector jobs while the 
State created thousands of 
jobs in the bureaucracy.”
      “Creating State jobs 

while taxpayers remain 
unemployed is a slap in the 
face to the people and it is 
time for David Paterson to 
set it right - start cutting 
jobs now,” Paladino said. 
“Any other move now is 
gubernatorial malpractice.”
     Carl Paladino, a successful 
real estate developer and 
attorney, declared his 
candidacy for Governor of 
New York in April. He and 
his Lieutenant Governor 
candidate, Tom Ognibene, 
are petitioning their 
way into the Republican 
Primary and canvassing to 
create a Tea Party-oriented 
second ballot line. 
     To learn more, visit www.
PaladinoforthePeople.com.

http://www.PaladinoforthePeople.com
http://www.PaladinoforthePeople.com
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Yonkers, NY -- No one 
could imagine it. It seems so 
clever and stealthy a move. 
It seems above board, 
yet also below the belt. 
Animosity notwithstanding, 
political swords have been 
set aside to plot and plan 
to define an outcome in 
the 93rd New York State 
Assembly District race. 
The plotters are Dr. Giulio 
Cavallo, chairman of 
the Westchester County 
Independence Party, former 
New York State Senator 
Nick Spano, present day 
lobbyist, Deputy Majority 
Leader and New York 
State Senator Jeff Klein 
and the New York State 
Senate Committee of the 
Democratic Party, and John 
Jocono, chairman of the 
Yonkers Republican City 
Committee. It ‘s a short 
tale, among a lot of actors, 
but mostly two major 
protagonists. It’s respectful 
to let everyone have their 

Choosing Between Mike or Mike or Jodi

moment of fame.
     Dr. Giulio Cavallo who 
spits feather at the very 
mention of Nick Spano, 
has taken two steps to 
satisfy his most recent 
employer the New York 
State Democratic Party, 
who at the suggestion of 
NYS Senator and Deputy 
Majority Leader Jeff Klein 
hired the unemployed party 
leader for the grand sum 
of $55,000 per annum. 
Dr Cavallo is the ace in 
the hole in some tight 
races. One of those races 

is the re-election effort 
by incumbent New York 
State Assemblyman Mike 
Spano who seeks another 
term since changing his 
past political affiliation 
from that of a Republican 
to a Democrat. Mike Spano 
garnered strong support 
from the Democrats, 
accepted the Working 
Families designation, and 
won the endorsement of 
the Westchester County 
Conservative Party under 
the aegis of Chairwoman 
Gail Burns, who has been a 

close ally of both Nick and 
Mike Spano. 
     Republican candidate 
Mike Ramondelli, the 
other Mike has won the 
Republican endorsement. 
He had hoped to win 
the Conservative Party 
endorsement but did 
not. Ramondelli’s other 
dream was to gain the 
Independence Party 
endorsement, but that too 
was denied him.
     It was Jodi Mosiello, one-
time opposition candidate 
to present Yonkers City 

Council Minority Leader 
John Murtagh who has 
been designated the 
Independence Party line. 
Contacted by Yonkers 
Tribune / Westchester 
Herald, she could not speak 
about her political future. 
She promised to call back 
but has not. 
     So this is what were 
we stand now. Incumbent 
Mike Spano sporting 
Democrat, Conservative, 
and Working Families lines; 
Mike Ramondelli with the 
Republican designation, 
and Jodi Mosiello with the 
Independence designation.
     Does this mean that 
Dr Cavallo has kissed and 
made up with Nick Spano 
at the urging of Sen. Jeff 
Klein? Will Ms Mosiello 
go the distance and launch 
a credible campaign or is 
she simply a side show 
in fact,  but with little 
substance or credibility? Is 
Mike Ramondelli a stand 
in to make things seem 
credible? What’s going on 
here? Will The People gain 
from this scheme? Have the 
voters been outmaneuvered 
by these clever political 
tacticians? Is this the 
beacon of democracy that 
shines so bright to which 
the world populace clamors 
to emulate its conduct and 
demeanor.
     Has choice been taken out 
of this race? Acid-tongued 
bloggers are in the know. 
Share what you know. This 
is an interesting lesson 
in party politics. Perhaps 
they will be teaching 
this course at Rensselaer 
Politic Institute (RPI) to 
those minoring in political 
science. Yonkersites have 
grasped the ploy, are those 
who do and will attend RPI 
as adroit?

((L-R): Mike Spano, Mike Ramondelli, and Jodi Mosiello.
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WHYTLegal@gmail.com

White Plains, NY -- 
Citing an ongoing federal 
investigation into the 
campaign practices of 
the Working Families 
Party (WFP), state Senate 
candidate Bob Cohen (R, 
I, C – 37th District) called 
on incumbent Senator 
Oppenheimer to reject 
the Party’s endorsement.  
Cohen also said that the 
WFP’s big spending, anti-
taxpayer agenda would 
do further damage to the 
weakened economy and 
a state government on the 
brink of financial collapse.
      “If Senator Oppenheimer 
has any interest in reforming 
Albany and working toward 

Cohen Calls Upon Oppenheimer to Disavow Working Families Party
lasting solutions to solve 
the state’s fiscal crisis, the 
first thing she needs to do 
is reject the endorsement 
of the Working Families 
Party,” said Cohen, who 
noted that the Senator 
has consistently run with 
the WFP endorsement in 
the past.  “The Party is 
clearly standing in the way 
of reform and its radical, 
costly agenda would only 
add to the financial burdens 
already facing overtaxed 
New Yorkers.”
      The WFP is currently 
under investigation by 
United States Attorney 
Preet Bharara for its 
campaign finance activities.  

The Party has been accused 
of illegally using non-profit 
corporations to circumvent 
political donation limits, 
giving preferred candidates 
an unfair advantage in 
Democratic primaries.  
Accusations have also 
been reported that the 
Party’s for-profit arm, 

Data and Field Services, 
was charging significantly 
lower fees than usual to 
preferred candidates. 
      The WFP, which is 
closely aligned with the 
radical group ACORN, is 
composed of a variety of 
public employee unions 
and special interest 
organizations that oppose 
fiscal reform in state 
and local government 
and promote increasing 
spending, raising taxes, and 
expanding debt to bloat the 
public workforce. 
      “Putting the ethical 
and legal issues aside, the 
Working Families Party 
stands for increasing the size 

and scope of government at 
any cost, regardless of the 
consequences,” said Cohen.  
“I will not seek or accept 
the Working Families 
endorsement because their 
platform would hinder our 
ability get the state’s fiscal 
house in order.  Senator 
Oppenheimer should 
follow the example of 
Democratic gubernatorial 
nominee Andrew Cuomo 
and all of the other 
candidates for governor 
who refused to accept the 
Party’s nomination.”

Eastchester, NY -- State Senator and Deputy Majority Leader Jeff Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester) threw the first pitch at the Eastchester Baseball League’s championship 
game on Saturday, June 19th.  This year, Senator Klein awarded the league, a Babe 
Ruth league open to boys 13-15 years old, $10,000 for a massive renovation of the 

team’s field.  The area is highly prone to flooding, and so due in part to Senator Klein’s 
grant, the team was able to install piping to help with rain overflow and  

restore the infield.

New York, NY -- Two-time Grammy Award winner and 
Tony Award winning Broadway Star of the hit musical 

“Dreamgirls” Jennifer Holliday appeared at the Center 
for Urban Community Services ‘giving green’ benefit, 
on  June 14th.  ‘Giving Green’ supports CUCS’ green 

housing development efforts, while assisting in shaping 
local, state and national strategies so that homeless and 
low-income individuals and families can live successfully 

in their community.

Broadway’s Original 
‘Dreamgirl’

Klein Throws First Pitch at Eastchester 
Baseball Championship Game
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      On Monday, June 18, 
1945, Justice Robert H. 
Jackson was present on 
the bench as the Supreme 
Court of the United States 
began to announce its final 
opinions and orders of the 
term.  On that morning, 
the Justices (all but Justice 
Owen J. Roberts) took 
the bench at 10:30 a.m. 
rather than the regular 
Noon hour and began to 
read their opinions of the 
day.  At 11:55, the Court 
adjourned and the Justices 
hurried across First Street 
to the U.S. House of 
Representatives chamber 
to hear victorious Supreme 
Allied Commander General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
who had just landed at 
Washington’s National 
Airport and been greeted 
by a million people as his 
motorcade brought him to 
the Capitol, address a joint 
session of Congress.
      When General 
Eisenhower was done 

Justice Jackson to London, June 1945

By Professor  
John Q. Barrett

speaking, seven Justices 
returned to the bench, read 
their remaining opinions 
and commenced the Court’s 
summer recess.  Jackson 
was no longer present.  He 
had, by 1:00 p.m., arrived 
at National Airport with 
most of the core staff who 
were working with him 
on his new, presidentially-
appointed, now primary 
assignment:  serving as 
chief U.S. prosecutor of 
Axis war criminals in the 
European theater.
      At the airport, Jackson 
and team received a pre-
flight briefing, including 
what he described as “a 
cheering movie showing 
what to do when the plane 
crashed….”  By 2:30 
p.m. (Eastern War Time), 
they were airborne.  Two 
hours later, Jackson’s son 
William Eldred Jackson, a 
twenty-five year old lawyer 
and Navy officer who 
would serve as his father’s 
executive assistant during 
the coming “Nuremberg” 
year, looked down from 
their flying altitude (9,000 
feet) to see clearly his 
alma mater, Harvard Law 
School, and the Charles 
River.  Two-plus hours 
after that, they cleared the 
St. Lawrence River.
      In less than three more 
hours (at 1:10 a.m. local 
time, and still in daylight), 

Jackson and team landed 
at the U.S. Army airfield 
at Goose Bay, Labrador.  
While their plane was 
being refueled, Jackson 
bought everyone dinner 
and drinks (a $50 tab) at 
the officers’ club.  And he 
toasted them:  “May this 
end as successfully as it has 
begun.”
      Within the hour, after 
walking down the runway 
and finding enough snow 
to make snowballs, Team 
Jackson was airborne 
again.  Their clear night 
flight took them across the 
north Atlantic, Northern 
Ireland and the Welsh 
coast.  The next day, with 
special permission, they 
circled London at 2,000 
feet to view the extensive 
bomb damage.  They 
landed at Bovingdon Field 
outside London and, after 
being whisked through 
customs and immigration, 
were driven into the city.  
Jackson checked into 
Claridge’s, his new hotel 
home, before dinner time 
on June 19th.
      On June 20th, Jackson 
focused on organizing his 
own staff.  At Claridge’s, 
he met over breakfast 
with his son Bill.  Justice 
Jackson then met with his 
deputy, General William 
J. Donovan, head of the 
Office of Strategic Services 

(OSS), who already was 
working in London.  
Jackson and Donovan 
decided to use an OSS 
building (two remodeled 
houses) as their office 
space.  In late morning, 
the Jacksons inspected 
the building, 49 Mount 
Street, and discovered that 
OSS personnel had not yet 
vacated.
      That afternoon, Justice 
Jackson took his entire 
staff to the United States 
Embassy to meet with 
the Ambassador, John 
Gilbert Winant.  After 
staff departed, Jackson 
stayed and spoke at length 
with Winant about the 
prospect that the Allies 
would reach an agreement 
on how to prosecute Nazi 
war criminals, and about 
the political situation 
in the United States.  
(Gil Winant, a former 
Republican governor of 
New Hampshire, had been 
a strong supporter, friend 
and appointee of President 
Roosevelt, but Winant 
had never met President 
Truman.)
      On June 21, 
1945—sixty-five years ago 
today—Justice Jackson 
had his first substantive 
meeting in London with 
his British counterparts.  
The British named 
individuals they believed 

should be prosecuted 
(as they in fact were at 
Nuremberg):  Hermann 
Goering, Rudolf Hess, 
Joachim von Ribbentrop, 
Robert Ley, Wilhelm 
Keitel, Julius Streicher, 
Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Hans 
Frank and Wilhelm Frick.  
(Jackson, two months 
into this assignment, 
obviously still had much 
to learn, including about 
the facts—in his notes, he 
referred to Kaltenbrunner 
as “Kalterberg.”)
      The British wanted to 
draft an indictment against 
these men and then to 
build a case.  Jackson, by 
contrast, proposed that they 
first gather evidence and 
then consider what the case 
should be.
      The result, of course, 
was an agreement to 
appoint subcommittees to 
continue this discussion.

John Q. Barrett is a 
Professor of Law at St. 

John’s University in 
New York City, where he 

teaches constitutional law, 
criminal procedure and 

legal history, and he is the 
Elizabeth S. Lenna Fellow 
and a board member at the 
Robert H. Jackson Center 
in Jamestown, New York.

Albany, NY -- The New 
York State Senate passed 
legislation June 21, 2010, 
creating the Excelsior 
Jobs Program, a targeted 
economic development 
initiative that create jobs, 
attracts new businesses and 
encourages investment.
     Totaling a $1.25 billion 
investment over 9 years, 
Excelsior will provide 
tax credits to strategic 
industries, implements 
stringent accountability 

Excelsior Job Creation Program to Supplant Empire Zone Program
standards, and caps 
program spending to ensure 
the wisest investment of 
taxpayer dollars.
     Though the Empire Zone 
program will no longer 
accept new participants 
after June 30, 2010, 
benefits will stay in effect 
for those already within the 
program, as long as they 
remain in good standing. 
Businesses will be able 
to start enrolling in the 
Excelsior program on 

July 1; companies can be 
enrolled in only one of these 
two benefits programs.
     “We are building the 
foundation for smart and 
sustainable economic 
growth that will create the 
lasting jobs we need to 
get New Yorkers working 
again. The Excelsior 
program employs greater 
accountability and targeted 
investment to ensure 
businesses who receive 
benefits create jobs and 

public funds are spent 
wisely,” said Senate 
Majority Conference 
Leader John L. Sampson.
     “For Upstate New York, 
our priorities are as much 
about business retention 
and expansion as they are 
about business attraction,” 
said Senator William 
T. Stachowski (D-Lake 
View), Chair of the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, 
Economic Development 
and Small Business. “The 

Excelsior Jobs Program is 
a good start to helping us 
reach these goals as we work 
to remodel the previous 
Empire Zone program. We 
will continue to develop 
incentives to welcome new 
investment and jobs to the 
upstate region. We will 
continue to do everything 
we can to strengthen the 
upstate economy and 
encourage real job growth.  

http://new.stjohns.edu/academics/graduate/law/faculty/profiles/Barrett
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This program lays the 
foundation for additional 
strategies that will help 
to keep improving our 
economy and the quality of 
life in upstate New York.”
     Senator Carl Kruger 
(D-Brooklyn), Chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee 
said, “The Excelsior Jobs 
Creation Program seeks to 
accomplish the lofty and 
extremely important goal 
of attracting new jobs to 
New York State, thereby 
correcting a shortfall of 
the previous program. 
We look forward to its 
implementation and the 
infusion of energy it 
promises to bring.”
Main features of the 
Excelsior Jobs program 
include:
·Three new tax credits 

that spur job creation and 
investments are available 
for businesses regardless 
of where they are located; 
the fourth credit, to provide 
property tax relief, is 
targeted to businesses 
located in 48 economically 
distressed communities.
·$62.5 million to target 
businesses that make a 
substantial investment with 
a goal of retaining jobs 
which might otherwise 
disappear.
·Improved transparency and 
accountability to make sure 
benefits are going to the 
firms that actually create 
required jobs or make the 
required investment. The 
Department of Economic 
Development must issue 
a quarterly report to the 
Legislature on the results 

of the program.
Tax Credits
     The legislation is 
targeted towards job 
creation and investment 
incentives to firms in 
high-tech, agri-business, 
financial services, and 
manufacturing industries.
The protagonists of the 
bill worked to include tax 
credits for firms in those 
industries that create and 
maintain new jobs, or 
make a substantial new 
investment in New York for 
five years (which, unlike in 
the past, are refundable). 
Those tax credits include:
·The Excelsior New Jobs 
Tax Credit of between 
$2,500 and $5,000 per new 
job to cover a portion of the 
associated payroll cost;
·The Excelsior Investment 

Tax Credit valued at two-
percent of total qualified 
investments;
·The Excelsior Research 
and Development Tax 
Credit providing a ten-
percent credit for new 
investments based on the 
Federal Research and 
Development credit; and
·The Excelsior Real 
Property Tax Credit valued 
at fifty-percent in the first 
year, decreasing to ten 
percent in the fifth year 
for regionally significant 
projects and/or businesses 
in targeted industries which 
locate to distressed areas.
Aid to Economically-
Distressed Areas
     A number of provisions 
help aid normally 
overlooked areas of the 
state.  The inclusion of a 

real property tax credit 
gives firms incentive to 
locate in the state’s hardest-
hit economic areas.  Since 
many of these distressed 
communities also have 
high property taxes, this 
credit will allow them to 
give these areas another 
look.
     The $62.5 million carve-
out for retention projects 
helps firms in Upstate 
New York compete more 
successful in the innovation 
economy. Many of those 
firms may not be able to 
meet the set job creation 
targets, but are willing to 
invest in equipment and 
infrastructure.

By Peggy Godfrey

New Rochelle IDA Subject of Critical Report by Comptroller DiNapoli

     The New Rochelle 
Industrial Development 
Agency (IDA) was the 
subject of a scathing 
report by the New York 
State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli’s office which 
criticized many of their 
actions and records.  After 
reviewing ten projects they 
claimed the New Rochelle 
Industrial development 
Agency (IDA) did not 
analyze if the benefits of 
a project would exceed 
the costs of providing tax 
abatements and exemptions. 
There was no cost-benefit 
analysis during the project 
evaluation process and no 
adequate monitoring of 
projects to evaluate whether 

they were meeting their 
goals.  New Roc Parcel l-A 
was supposed to create 358 
jobs, but at the end of 2008 
had created only 98 jobs.  
Payments to schools and 

the County were late. 
     In answer to a question 
by LeRoy Mitchell, 
the Commissioner of 
Development, Michael 
Freimuth, at the IDA 
meeting on June 23, said 
there would be no staff 
costs to appoint him as 
Assistant Secretary of the 
New Rochelle IDA.  He had 
asked for this appointment 
so he could become more 
involved in issues of the 
IDA.
     The next order of 
business was a discussion 
on a legal memorandum 
regarding the IDA’s ability 
to grant benefits to retail 
establishments which could 
impact Parcel l-A. When 
Parcel 1-A was initially 
approved, IDA regulations 
stated that only retail 
“unique” to the area could 

be approved.  The new 
regulations in January 2008 
had no restrictions on the 
type of retail that would be 
allowed. Although Parcel 
1-A  still has no retail, 
Commissioner Freimuth 
said it was still eligible.
     New Rochelle IDA Board 
of Directors member David 
Lacher, Esq., questioned 
about when a new law is 
applied and when the old 
laws were used. Specifically 
he recounted that the New 
Roc parcel used the old 
law by grand fathering 
Rosensheim’s proposal 
to gain benefits.  Now the 
reverse process is being 
used to make a new law 
supersede an old law.  He 
was never comfortable with 
the previous grand fathering 
which was allowed in New 
Roc.  New Rochelle City 
Councilwoman Marianne 
Sussman gave an example 
of a bowling alley which 
was not unique but would 
qualify.  She stated if the 
“unique” retail rule was 

reinstated, any approvals 
given at this meeting would 
apply.
     Requesting this 
extension, developer Louis 
Cappelli said Cappelli 
Enterpises has worked 
“diligently to market this,” 
but market conditions 
have made this difficult.  
Therefore, they need the 
benefits such as the lowered 
mortgage recording tax to 
attract tenants.  Further, he 
said New Rochelle has to 
compete with White Plains 
and Yonkers, and needs 
inducements and benefits 
to attract retailers.  No 
tenant is ready to move in 
he said.  The New Rochelle 
tax rates in his view are 
extremely high compared 
to White Plains ($3 sq. ft. 
to $2.75 sq, ft.)  His goal 
is to create jobs and he 
can’t do it without benefits.  
They need a “core” in New 
Rochelle and he is going 
to comply with the recent 
conditions set for LeCount 
Square, “if we are able to.”  

He added they had “bad 
luck” and felt the IDA’s 
thrust of creating jobs was 
unfair criticism.  When 
his retail space is rented, 
these organizations will 
hire people to create jobs.  
He cited 800 construction 
workers who he had hired 
for two years to build 
Trump Tower. 
     Mr Cappelli also talked 
about his interest in getting 
Target and Kohl’s and 
his recent change in the 
ownership and management 
of New Roc.  He felt the new 
management will stumble 
and his organization will 
come back to him.  There 
was a threat of suing the 
New Rochelle IDA if they 
jeopardized his investments.  
When asked, he claimed 
he had sold 125 units and 
rented 40 in Trump Tower 
and “people love it there.”  
In answer to a question 
from an IDA member 
about Target and Kohl’s 
contract, Strome replied 
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whatever has been passed 
on would not be obligatory 
on the new management, 
EPT.  Mr Cappelli clarified 
that signing the leases for 
these two stores was also 
contingent upon them 
getting financing to build.
     The discussion returned 
to the New Roc Parcel 
1-A recapture and after 
several questions were 
raised, City Manager 
Charles Strome said if the 
IDA voted to eliminate 
or recapture benefits, the 
result would be a vacancy, 
and he felt it “might sound 
good, but it was extremely 
poor judgment.”  After 
establishing that Trump 

New Rochelle IDA Subject of Critical Report by Comptroller DiNapoli 
From Page 1

Tower had started in 2005, 
Mr Lacher wanted to know 
how long it would be “before 
there is some responsibility 
to the community.”  He 
cited the Palmer Center, 
Shoprite and a few other 
retail establishments that 
had come to New Rochelle 
during this time without 
IDA benefits.  He asked 
what is the point in time 
that you can’t rent space 
or don’t want to rent space.  
Mr Cappelli answered that 
location is everything and 
he has been a “pioneer” 
in a downtown blighted 
area.  Councilwoman 
Sussman said she was 
hearing a lot of effort on 

Cappelli’s part, but she has 
no way of knowing if he is 
looking for too much.  Mr 
Cappelli kept answering 
these are the city’s projects, 
“not” his projects.  He 
reiterated, “give us the 
tools that when John Doe 
retailer comes we’re your 
developer.”  Joe Apicella, 
senior vice president of 
Cappelli Enterprises then 
recounted how the Barnes 
and Noble deal had fallen 
apart.  Lacher wanted to 
know the “value” of this 
extension and the Finance 
Commissioner, Howard 
Rattner, said $700,000 
in property taxes and 
mortgage recording fees.  

Lacher took the position 
that others feel the City can 
do without the $700,00 and 
voted with the other IDA 
members for the l8 month 
extension for New Roc 

Parcel 1-A
     Another IDA meeting 
is scheduled for July 29.  
In September the IDA 
meetings will be televised.

New Rochelle, NY -- 
Monroe College’s New 
Rochelle campus, held 
earlier this month at the 
Theatre at Madison Square 
Garden, had a scheduled 
commencement speaker 
of celebrity status, and 
a surprise speaker who 
also has worldwide name 
recognition.
     Regular viewers of CNBC 
know Sharon Epperson 
as a business reporter for 
the television network.  
Epperson, who is also a 
New Rochelle resident, 
was invited to deliver the 
commencement speech.  
Her remarks encouraged 
students to think globally 
about their career choices 
and to embrace every 
professional opportunity – 
from unpaid internships to 
temporary assignments – as 
critical stepping stones to 
their chosen path in life.  
     U.S. Senator Charles 
E. Schumer (D-NY) paid 
a surprise visit to the 

Monroe College 
Graduation Becomes a 

“Celebratory” Event

Sharon Epperson and Stephen Jerome at Monroe 
College’s New Rochelle 2010 graduation.

ceremony which awarded 
853 degrees to students 
from more than 23 
countries and United States 
territories, including Puerto 
Rico and United States 
Virgin Islands.  
“A year ago, I might have 
said: ‘This is a terrible 
time to be graduating. The 
worst time to get a job.’  
But that was then.  Today 
is filled with many new 
possibilities, many new 
opportunities, especially 
for you,” Epperson told the 
graduates and the families 
and guests that filled the 
4,000-seat theatre.
     “Sure the unemployment 
rate is still nearly 10%. 
You recently heard it on 
the news that only 41,000 
private-sector jobs were 
created in May. But at least 
some are being created, not 
all lost!  I know getting a 
job or getting settled in 
your new job may the main 
thing on your minds right 
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now.  But not finding the 
“perfect job” - or a full-
time job -- right away isn’t 
such a bad thing.”
     Epperson added that, 
“When I graduated, I wasn’t 
thinking about getting a 
job - I was thinking about 
getting experience...
of getting a broader 
understanding of the 
people and world around 
me.” Upon her graduation, 
Epperson traveled the world 
to learn about different 
peoples and cultures.  

She said she had about 
ten internships between 
high school, college and 
graduate school.  “I did 
so many that I remember 
a few folks saying to me: 
“Are you ever going to get 
a JOB, a J-O-B?”  It wasn’t 
until graduation from 
graduate school that she 
landed that first “J-O-B” as 
an “omnijournalist” with 
Time magazine.
     The unscheduled 
appearance by Sen. Schumer 
drew an enthusiastic and 

warm response from 
the audience.  Echoing 
Epperson’s remarks of 
encouraging the graduates 
to test many waters in their 
search for a career, Schumer 
regaled the audience with a 
story about how he gave 
up a full scholarship, upon 
graduation from college, to 
travel and study around the 
world “for a girl.”  As fate 
would have it, the romance 
ended when “the girl” met 
someone else on her own 
vacation.  “Not only did I 

lose the scholarship, I lost 
the girl!” Schumer said in 
sharing his self-mocking 
anecdote.
     Schumer recounted his 
first run for public office.  
“I had three opponents: 
The Democratic Machine 
candidate, the Republican 
candidate and my mother – 
who told all of her friends 
not to vote for me.  My 
parents wanted me to 
accept a job I was offered at 
a big law firm where I had 
interned. But politics was 

my passion.  So graduates, 
I tell you, ‘Go for it!’”  
Schumer, who has held 
political office for more 
than 30 years, won his first 
race as an Assemblyman 
from Sheepshead Bay 
in Brooklyn at age 23, 
becoming the youngest 
member of the New York 
State Legislature since 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

Rye, NY -- socialsklz:-) 
tools to thrive in the modern 
world (www.socialsklz.
com), a thriving New York 
City based business offering 
modern day manners 
and etiquette classes for 
children, tweens and teens, 
will offer classes in Rye, 
New York beginning in 
September 2010 at the Rye 
Recreational Center.  Each 
workshop series consists 
of four classes and costs 
$195.00.
socialsklz:-) classes 
cover topics such as 
proper greetings and 
introductions, telephone 
etiquette, dining skills, 
starting conversations, first 
impressions, and respect for 
oneself and others. In older 
classes, topics such as safe 
Internet and social media 
interaction, as well as 
excessive use of the words 
‘like’, ‘um’ and ‘ya know’ 
are also included.  Rather 
than lessons in old-world 
manners and pinkies up at 
high tea, these life skills 
classes are interactive and 
fun, featuring dress-up and 
face-to-face interaction (as 
well as face-to-Facebook 
interaction for tweens).
Founder Faye Rogaski has 
a 13 year public relations 
background and is an 

socialsklz:-) Expands to Westchester
Modern Manners Classes for Back to School and Beyond

Adjunct Professor at New 
York University.  She 
developed the idea for 
socialsklz:-) while teaching 
PR 101, where she noticed a 
dearth of basic social skills 
amongst her students, which 
ultimately set any person 
apart, both professionally 
and personally.  Rogaski 

said, “students would 
give presentations littered 
with the words “like” 
“um” and “ya know”, 
email me without properly 
addressing me or signing 
off, and ‘friend’ me on 
Facebook and then update 
inappropriate statuses.” 
In response to this trend, 

Rogaski developed a lesson 
plan for the last class of 
each semester and titled 
it The Brand Called You.  
“I realized the greatest 
lesson I could impart 
to my students was an 
understanding of personal 
brand management and 
the importance of social 
diplomacy,” she said.
Seeing just how 
empowering these lessons 
were at the college level, 
she realized they needed 
to begin even earlier in 
life. In September 2008, 
Rogaski began offering 
a modified version of the 
program to NYC public and 
private schools as well as 
organizations such as Big 
Brothers Big Sisters and 
the YMCA.  What became 
evident was that youngsters 
as early as age 4 not only 
opened up socially, but 
gained confidence and self-
esteem with these tools. 
In October 2009, Rogaski 
opened up socialsklz:-) 
to the public and since 
then she has appeared 
on numerous television 

programs such as the Today 
Show, ABC Eyewitness 
News, TaxiTV as well as 
publications such as Time 
Out NY Kids, The New York 
Times, New York Family, 
Crain’s New York Business, 
NY Resident, amNY and 
Big Apple Parent.
This coverage led to a strong 
demand from locations 
outside of NYC and across 
the country, including 
Westchester.  “I couldn’t 
be more excited to open 
our first branch outside of 
Manhattan, and Rye is the 
perfect place to do so”  
Harrison resident, Leila 
Reville who will be the lead 
teacher for socialsklz:-) in 
Rye said, “I saw Faye and 
this phenomenal program 
on the Today show and 
knew this was the perfect 
after school activity for my 
kids and so many others in 
our community.  A modern 
approach to manners and 
etiquette.”
For more information or to 
sign up for classes please 
visit:  www.socialsklz.com

http://www.socialsklz.com
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By Hezi Aris

Yonkers, NY  -- 
New York’s Court 
of Appeals released 
its findings June 24, 
2010, underscoring 
the rationale for 
the Empire State 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation’s (ESDC)
assertions that the 
17acres in West 
Harlem were in fact 
rightly designated as 
“blighted” and thereby 
warranted Columbia 
University’s $6.3 billion 
redevelopment project 
proposal.  
     Columbia University 
already owns much of the 
land slated for redevlopment 
in their proposal. Nick 
Spreyregen, publisher 
of Rising Publications 
and owner of the Tuck-it 
Away Storage facility in 
West Harlem, is one of the 

New York’s Court of 
Appeals Upholds 

Columbia Univerity’s 
Expansion Plan

participants that brought 
this case before the Court 
of Appeals to challenge the 
use of eminent domain in 
this endeavor. The claim 
of collusion between 
Columbia and ESDC, 
and asserting that the use 
of the term “blight” was 
inappropriately defined in 
this case, was not found to 
be credible by the Court of 
Appeals.

Yonkers, NY -- Yonkers 
awaits a salient response 
from the Board of Ethics 
who were asked to look 
into the conduct of Frank 
Rubino regarding his 
accepting employment 
with Harris Beach, 
Yonkers’ Bond Counsel, 
within weeks of stepping 
down from his position 
as Yonkers Corporation 
Counsel. The June meeting 
of the Ethics Board, shy 
of attendance by the 
hospitalized Hon. Joseph 
Nocca who presides as its 
Board Chairman, caused 
the meeting to be cut short. 
The issue of whether Frank 
Rubino abided by the tenets 
of the Board of Ethics will 
be reviewed by the august 
body in their July meeting.
     The Board of Ethics 
is clear on how accepting 
employment with a City of 
Yonkers (CoY) vendor, still 
conducting business with 
CoY, may be accomplished. 
Mr Rubino chose not to ask 

Rubino Exemplifies the ‘Family and 
Friends Network’ Ethic

for a waiver from the Board 
of Ethics. He is in violation 
of the tenets set by the City 
of Yonkers Code of Ethics.
     Evidently unburdened 
by protocol but ascribing 
to exemplary family values 
coveted by City Hall, 
Frank Rubino made sure 
his son Chris would find 
a job, with daddy’s help 
of course. Chris Rubino is 
now employed in the office 
of MIS in an unbudgeted 
position title - #20 on a 

civil service list.
     In the footsteps of 
former Yonkers Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Frank Petrone, who 
found employment for 
his daughter’s boyfriend, 
Frank Rubino has found 
employment for his son’s 
girlfriend, Allicia Boss. Ms 
Allicia Boss, once a lowly 
part-time clerk paid an 
hourly wage, she has been 
elevated to legal secretary 
status, replacing the now 
deceased Agnes Serpa, 
who attained the salary of 
$56,000 per annum in her 
last year of employment.
     It may behoove the 
Yonkers Board of Ethics to 
append next months agenda 
with these additional issues 
and concerns.

By Hezi Aris

Albany, NY -- State 
Senator and Deputy 
Majority Leader Jeff Klein 
(D-Bronx/Westchester) 
announced on Thursday, 
June 24, 2010,  that the 
NYS Senate passed his 
legislation to give parents 
more time to safely give 
up unwanted newborns 
and protect parents 
from criminal liability. 
Klein’s bill (S.2950D/
NYS - Assembly same-
as A. 11111) would better 
implement the Abandoned 
Infant Protection Act of 
2000 by extending the time 
parents are allowed to safely 
abandon infants to 30 days 
and by eliminating criminal 
prosecution against parents 
who abandon their child as 
prescribed by law.

Klein Bill Extends 
Safeguards for 

Abandoned Babies and 
Distressed Parents

     “This legislation has 
one objective - to keep 
vulnerable and innocent 
newborns safe from 
harm and ensure they are 
protected in their early 
days of life. By extending 
the safe haven time frame 
and removing the threat 
of prosecution, we not 
only safeguard the health 
and welfare of hundreds 
of infants but undoubtedly 
will save lives,” said 
State Senator and Deputy 
Majority Leaeder Jeffrey 
D. Klein (D-Bronx/
Westchester).
     New York State was 
one of the first states to 
enact the Abandoned Infant 
Protection Act - commonly 
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called the Safe Haven Act - 
to prevent individuals from 
abandoning an infant up to 
five days old. Currently, 
all 50 states have laws that 
designate specific locations 
as safe places for parents to 
relinquish their unharmed 
newborns safely, legally, 
and anonymously.
     “There are many reasons 
people feel desperate 
enough to abandon a baby, 
including pregnancy-
related depression and 
financial instability. This 
legislation will protect 
fearful parents who feel 
they have no option other 
than abandonment, but who 
compassionately deliver 
their child to a safe haven 
to protect them from harm,” 
said Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin (D-Westchester).
     Klein’s legislation 
amends the law in two 
important ways. First, 
the bill eliminates the 
criminal liability against 
an individual who safely 
hands his or her child 
over under the provisions 
of the law and second, it 
increases the age a child 
can be left from up to five 
days old to 30 days or 
younger. This legislation 
has the support of multiple 
organizations, including the 
New York State Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence 
(NYSCADV), the New 
York State Bar Association, 
the Legal Aid Society, the 
New York State Catholic 
Conference, National 
Organization for Women 
– New York City and Hale 
House Center. This bill 
passed the Assembly earlier 
this month.
     To date, approximately 
140 abandoned infants 
in New York State 
have been placed with 
adoptive families and 
139 birthmothers pursued 
lawful anonymous 
relinquishments.

Klein Bill  
From Page 12

organizations having 
a financial or business 
relationship with a 
municipal corporation or 
other local government 
entity.
     In 2005, the City 
of Rochester formed a 
subsidiary, to purchase 
and operate a ferry service 
between Rochester and 
Toronto. Despite grants 
from the State totaling $14 
million and a $1.3 million 
dollar loan from the City of 
Rochester, the subsidiary 
was not profitable. 
The State Senate and 
Assembly requested that 
the Comptroller audit the 
subsidiary, and the audit 
revealed that spending 
had not been disclosed to 
the public and there was 
insufficient oversight.
     Similarly, in the 
Town of Cicero, a major 
development project 
experienced a financial 
failure that resulted in the 
Cicero Local Development 
Corporation defaulting 
on $15.2 million of its 
40 year revenue bond.  
After the Town of Cicero 
entered into agreements 
with the CLDC. relative to 
the bonds and transfer of 
land, the Town incurred a 
$246,929 financial loss and 
received a downgrade in its 
bond rating.
     “I am pleased to 
work in partnership with 
Comptroller DiNapoli on 
this critical legislation to 
ensure New York taxpayer 
dollars are unaccounted for 
at any level of government. 
As a result of this bill, 
subsidiaries of local 
governments will have 
greater accountability and 
transparency to prevent 
frivolous spending and 
financially unsound 
business practices,” 
concluded Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins.

Legislation 
Passes 
From Page 1

Albany, NY --  A 
groundbreaking plan to 
dramatically reduce the costs 
and benefits of the New York 
State pension system has 
been crafted by Republican 
Assemblyman Mike 
Fitzpatrick (R-Suffolk, 7th 
A.D.) -- and the Fitzpatrick 
Plan has just received strong 
support from Democratic 
Assemblyman George 
Latimer of Westchester’s 
Sound Shore (91st A.D.). 
The new pension plan 
would, for the first time, 
shift the pension system for 
a group of employees, from 
a defined benefit plan to a 
defined contribution plan 
- in this case for elected 
officials and high-level non-
civil service appointees. “As 
I’ve said before, sacrifice 
in these difficult times 
begins with the political 
class of state employees”, 
Assemblyman Latimer said, 
“and Mike’s plan is the best 
way for Assembly members, 
Senators and Governors to 
lead by example”.
     The plan is contained 
in bill A.6932 (view the 
text on-line at http://www.
a s s e m b l y. s t a t e . n y. u s /
leg/?default_fld=&bn=A0
6932&Summary=Y&Me
mo=Y&Text=Y), with 14 
co-sponsors. In addition 

Latimer Backs New Retirement Plan Reform

to Latimer, one other co-
sponsor is a Democrat, 
Ginny Fields of Suffolk 
County; the remaining 12 are 
all Assembly Republicans. 
In the highly partisan 
environment of Albany, it 
is unusual for any Democrat 
to support a Republican bill 
(and vice versa); Latimer 
added that “my background 
in corporate assignments in 
my business career taught 
me to recognize the urgency 
to change when change was 
needed. If we expect to 
reduce costs, we have to re-
think our strategies. Starting 
with elected officials 
and high-level political 
appointees is an excellent 
test of the theories of cost 
savings right away”.
     During the state’s 
fiscal crisis, Latimer has 

previously announced his 
taking a voluntary pay cut 
of 3%; reducing his staff 
by 2 positions (40% cut), 
and his decision to forego 
member items (a/k/a “pork” 
project spending) for 2010-
11, reducing his direct 
expenditures to the state by 
$175,000.
The Fitzpatrick Plan 
would freeze the current 
retirement plan for affected 
employees, with each 
participant capping the 
benefits they have accrued 
up to the point at which the 
new program bill passes. 
The defined contribution 
plan would be implemented 
through the office of the 
State Comptroller; it is 
expected he would contract 
with one or more financial 
organizations to administer 
the plan and invest the 
funds held. Assemblyman 
Fitzpatrick commented that 
there would be “a dramatic 
reduction in the cost of 
pension contributions to 
every level of government 
for the elected or political 
class. For elected officials, 
we should not be entitled to 
a defined benefit pension. 
We should pay our own 
way, lead by example, 
serve the taxpayers first, not 
ourselves”.
     The proposal faces 
expected opposition from 
legislators who would be 
directly affected by its 
provisions; the bill does not 
directly affect the public 
service unions.

George Latimer is 
the New York State 
Assemblyman representing 
the 91st Assembly 
District, consisting of the 
communities of Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck Town, 
Mamaroneck Village, New 
Rochelle, Port Chester, Rye 
Brook, Rye City, Rye Town. 
Contact his District Office at 
933 Mamaroneck Avuenie, 
Suite 102, Mamaroneck, 
NY 10543, Te;: 914-777-
3832. 

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06932&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06932&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06932&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06932&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A06932&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
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By Mary C. Marvin
Mayor of the Village  
of Bronxville

Mayor Marvin’s Column

     With the arrival of 
summer, I want to remind 
residents of procedures 
/ regulations that are 
seasonal in nature.  Our ban 
on the use of gas powered 
leaf blowers took effect on 
June 1st and continues until 
September 30th.  Call the 
police desk to report any 
violators.  We also ask that 
you bag grass clippings this 
summer.  We can pick them 
up much more frequently, 
preventing the pungent 
piles that detract from the 
landscape.  Twigs, yard 
waste and grass clippings 
can also be comingled 
if bags are used vs. our 
vacuum equipment. 
     If possible, most 
environmental experts 
suggest watering lawns 
once a day in early morning 
when evaporation is at its 
lowest, thus maximizing 
the effectiveness of the 
watering.  Also, keeping 
grass at a higher than 
normal length (3”) allows 
for a stronger turf which 
is the best weed control 
there is, thereby negating 
the need for pesticides 
which cling as poisons and 
chemicals to shoes, skin, 
pet hair and birds. 
     In the same vein of 
eco-stewardship, I am 
pleased to announce that 
our Village was second of 
all the 45 plus communities 
in Westchester County in 
the percentage of recycled 
tonnage.  Bedford led the 
County but we followed 
at a 65% level.  To put in 
perspective, the national 
average is 35%.  Also on 

these hot days, it is helpful 
to remember that a fan uses 
80% less energy than an air 
conditioner and the new 
fluorescent bulbs use 75% 
less electricity than the 
conventional ones and last 
ten times longer. 
     Summer is unfortunately 
also synonymous with 
tax season in Bronxville.  
Every resident should have 
received a bill last week.  
Taxes may be paid without 
penalty if they are received 
in person at Village Hall or 
postmarked no later than 
June 30th.  In an effort to 
save time, money and paper, 
you will notice that on this 
bill the second half stub 
and return envelope has 
been included.  Please save 
for the December payment.  
We will be sending out an 
e-alert as a reminder as the 
June 30th deadline draws 
near.  Our e-alert system 
relays important and 
topical civic information 
and I urge all residents to 
sign up.  Simply go to the 
Village website and add 
your e-mail address at the 
prompt.  Several residents 
have called because despite 
0% tax increases in both the 
School and Village budgets, 
their tax bill still reflected 
an increase.  This is a 
result of the State of New 
York decreasing subsidies 
for the STAR exemption 
of approximately $200 to 
$300 depending on your 
particular exemption. 
     In an effort to keep up 
with the times, we were 
able to join a State of 
New York program which 
allows us to collect parking 
fines and violation fees 
with a Mastercard or Visa 
without paying the 2% to 
3% transaction fee.  The 
program only applies to 
fines and does not cover 
parking space rental or 
commuter buyout fees.  A 
credit card can be used 
either in person at Village 
Hall or by downloading 

the form on the Village 
website and mailing it to 
the Parking Office. 
     We know that many 
residents would prefer to 
pay their property taxes 
with a credit card as well, 
but we have yet to find a 
program that absorbs the 
transaction fee.  Without 
this, the Village would 
be losing a great deal of 
money if we shouldered 
the cost.   As an example, 
on a tax bill of $40,000 
with a credit card fee of 
3%, the Village would only 
be collecting $38,800 on 
that bill, leading to large 
cumulative losses. 
     In an effort to constantly 
upgrade our services, we 
have had discussions with 
a parking management 
company to ensure that 
we are using what limited 
parking inventory we 
have in the most optimal 
way as well as reviewing 
whether the amount of time 
slotted on meters in various 

locations is really the most 
useful to the consumer. 
     With many residents 
traveling for extended 
periods of time in the 
coming weeks, it is 
important that your home 
still looks occupied.  Even 
though you may have 
mail and newspapers held, 
Pennysavers, ads and phone 
books left at the door are a 
tell tale sign of an empty 
house.  Tell a neighbor of 
your plans and ask them 
to pick up any items left at 
your home, and urge them 
to occasionally park in your 
driveway.  An extra set of 
eyes monitoring your home 
is so helpful.  Also, alert our 
police desk of your travels 
and we will add your home 
to our vacant house list and 
have an officer go by on a 
daily basis.  You may also 
leave a key with our police 
department to be used only 
in an emergency situation.  
Also remember to lock 
windows as well as doors. 

     Bike thefts also 
unfortunately increase in 
the summer months, so be 
sure to always lock them 
and do not leave out in the 
yard. 
     Just this past week, a 
home burned in Harrison 
due to hot embers igniting 
the morning after a 
barbeque.  Do not throw 
away charcoal until it is 
completely cooled and keep 
the barbeque and propane 
tanks a healthy distance 
from the house or garage. 
     And finally, since our 
young people will be out 
of school and playing more 
outside, please be careful 
when driving our narrow 
and curvy Village streets. 
     Thankfully, summers are 
traditionally very quiet in 
the Village, but increasing 
your attentiveness to your 
home and property is always 
a smart precautionary 
measure.

http://bronxville.ealert.com/user/userdefault.aspx
http://www.villageofbronxville.com/
http://bronxville.ealert.com/user/userdefault.aspx
http://bronxville.ealert.com/user/userdefault.aspx
http://www.villageofbronxville.com/subc2_parking.htm
http://www.villageofbronxville.com/subc2_parking.htm
http://www.villageofbronxville.com/subc2_parking.htm
http://www.villageofbronxville.com/subc2_parking.htm
http://www.villageofbronxville.com/subc2_parking.htm
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By Hezi Aris

Yonkers, NY -- The Yonkers 
City Council chamber 
windows were open. The 
muggy, irritating feeling 
from outside the normally 
stuffy environment within 
those walls had invaded 
the environs June 23, 
2010. Captured within 
were men and women who 
work for the Department 
of Public Works, the 
Department of Parks 
and Recreation, and the 
Yonkers Fire Department, 
among others. Slithering 
about the chamber were 
said to be three white 
“rats”, the four legged 
kind, released during the 
council deliberations. Upon 
entering the chambers, the 
seven council members 
were met by an individual 
telling of how the notice 
of over fifty terminations 
would affect people’s lives 
and the city at large.
     One by one, people came 
to the lectern to express 
their personal despair 
over the loss of their jobs. 
Wanda London noted when 
she was called to give back 
she did. Dominic Savarese 
spoke of the suggestions 
SEIU Local 704 had 
offered councilmembers 
for savings that exceeded 
$1 million, but to no avail, 
as far as he was concerned. 
Anthony Manzo said, 
“The layoffs will kill 
is!”Michael Moriariy said, 
“I don’t know if I can keep 
my house or feed my kids.” 
Al Corerra said, “After 32 
years in the City of Yonkers 
with a house, kinds, I don’t 
know what to do.” Bruce 
Goldman who works at the 
Parking Violations Bureau 
said, “We bring in revenue 
with our jobs.” Dennis Hall 
said, “I though this would be 
my home. Your are ruining 
55 lives.” Zak Altman 

Chaos, Business as Usual, White Rats, Robotics, Layoffs, and  
the “F” Word at Yonkers City Council

said, “I recently purchased 
a house, a truck. It will 
soon be in foreclosure.” 
Bill Troy said his $37,500 
per annum job (city side 
funding... the balance gets 
funded by the Yonkers 
Board of Education)
has been replaced by an 
outside contractor at a cost 
of $200,000 annually.” 
He promised to sue the 
city. Mike Holzborg said, 
“I bought a home. My 
American dream will 
become a nightmare. I’m 
crying for the people of 
the city.” Mr DeLucca 
said, “We kept our end of 
the bargain, now you keep 
yours.” Anthony Martinello 
said, “The question is what 
are you going to do when 
EMS can’t get to your 
home due to snow because 
you haven’t been dug out 
by the Sanitation workers. 
Those deaths will be on 
your heads.” 
     The anger was palpable. 
It would not be assuaged. 
Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick 
moved forward with the 
City Council meeting. The 
meeting held those wanting 
to speak in abeyance. As 
their frustration levels 
soared, the Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by a 
local student, a contingent of 
student engineers displayed 
the robots that won them 
recognition nationally with 
a demonstration and the 
requisite picture taking.
     Next the City Council 
delved into inquiry of the 
Yonkers Public Library 
with an assertion by their 
representatives advising 
of their need to close the 
facilities on Saturdays.
     Next, Shawn Griffin, 
Esq. of Harris Beach, 
Yonkers bond counsel, and 
Dan Marsh III,  president of 
the Housing and Economic 
Development Corporation 

spoke to the Council over 
the Larkin Parking Garage 
Lease structure vis-a-
vis its financial impact, 
as well as its house of 
cards integrations with 
other projects. The Larkin 
Parking Garage entity needs 
approval within the next 
two weeks by Westchester 
County as the catalyst for 
the beginning funding 
aspect of the project. 
Achieving this hurdle will 
permit, if approved, said 
Mssrs Griffin and Marsh 
to proceed on acquiring the 
balance of the financing for 
the project which carries a 
variance required for the 
funding mechanism that 
would be set in place in favor 
of the Greyston Warburton 
Workforce Housing Project 
component deemed a legal 
requirement to satisfy the 
overall definition of the 
SFC Yonkers Downtown 
Waterfront Development. 
Further and ancillary to 
approval of the Larkin 
Garage proposal is the 
release of funding to 
enable the daylighting of 
the Sawmill River.
     Yet these house of cards 
plans hinge on whether 
Greyston holds title to the 
land upon which it expects 
to build the Greyston 
Warburton Workforce 
Housing Project. 
     The City Council 
voted approval pending 
confirmation of Greyston 
holding title to the property 
it wishes to develop. Read 
the Yonkers Tribune article 
dated June 7, 2010 entitled 
[“Breached Covenant 
Pertinent to Greyston’s 
Affordable Housing Project 
May Invite Litigious 
Action and Denial of State 
Funding BY HEZI ARIS”]. 
Mr Griffin has promised to 
make inquiry regarding the 
title claim. Yonkers Tribune 
is aware that the Colgate 

Estate has not been made 
aware of the covenant ever 
being broken.
     All items on the Yonkers 
City Council thus voted 
upon and completed 
became the focus for more 
comment from the many 
people who sat through the 
late hour to be heard by the 
City Council membership 
over the crisis that has 
gripped the city and them 
personally.
     A fireman rose to inquire 
if passage of the Larkin 
Parking Garage Project, 
confirmed by Christian 
DiPalermo, Democrat 
counsel to the Yonkers City 
Council with Mr Marsh 
must be thought of as a 
Capital Improvement Plan 
request, was indeed going 
to cost the city money? 
When Mr Lesnick said it 
would, the fireman was 
incredulous and said, 
“What the f**k are you 
guys doing?”
     Within an eyeblink 

Yonkers City Council 
Minority Leader John 
Murtagh (5th District) 
rose to his feet, prompting 
Councilmember John 
Larkin (6th District), and 
then Councilman Dennis 
Shepherd (4th District) to do 
likewise, and they departed 
the august chambers. Their 
collective response was 
based on hearing the use 
of the epithet.They had all 
departed to their respective 
offices situated adjacent to 
the chamber, yet totally out 
of sight. Within a minute, 
prompted by a cell phone 
communique, the aides 
to the “Three Republican 
Amigos” also departed the 
chambers.
     The meeting closed 
shortly thereafter.

http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breached-covenant-pertinent-to-greystons-affordable-housing-project-may-invite-litigious-action-and-denial-of-state-fundin.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breached-covenant-pertinent-to-greystons-affordable-housing-project-may-invite-litigious-action-and-denial-of-state-fundin.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breached-covenant-pertinent-to-greystons-affordable-housing-project-may-invite-litigious-action-and-denial-of-state-fundin.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breached-covenant-pertinent-to-greystons-affordable-housing-project-may-invite-litigious-action-and-denial-of-state-fundin.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breached-covenant-pertinent-to-greystons-affordable-housing-project-may-invite-litigious-action-and-denial-of-state-fundin.html
http://yonkerstribune.typepad.com/yonkers_tribune/2010/06/breached-covenant-pertinent-to-greystons-affordable-housing-project-may-invite-litigious-action-and-denial-of-state-fundin.html
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Ed Koch Movie Reviews

By Edward I. Koch

“Get Him to the Greek” 
(-)
          Whether or not you 
decide to see this movie 
will depend on how you feel 
about and define soft porn, 

and if you occasionally 
like to see such a film.  I 
would describe this picture 
as such, even though it is 
rated R.   
          The movie contains 
no explicit sex scenes, 
but it does include the use 
of dildos by fully-clad 
people and dialogue that 
is often coarse, vulgar and 
obscene. 
          The plot is described 
by the movie’s title.  Aaron 
(Jonah Hill) works for a 
music company headed 
by Sergio (Sean Combs).  
Sergio directs Aaron to 
go to London, pick up the 
rock star, Aldous (Russell 
Brand), and take him to 
the Greek, a theater in 
Los Angeles where he is 
to perform a live concert.  
Getting there involves 

buying various drugs for 
Aldous available on the 
street and dealing with his 
reaction to those drugs.  
Russell Brand is superb in 
his role, and Sean Combs is 
terrific as well. 
          Although the dialogue 
provided a belly laugh 
or two, I didn’t find the 
overall humor good enough 
to overcome its coarseness 
and allow me to recommend 
the film to you.  I saw it on 
a Sunday afternoon at the 
AMC Lowes Theater on 
19th Street and Broadway 

and was surprised 
that it was less than 
half full.  Maybe 
those heretofore 
seeking this kind of 
movie are growing 
up.
 
“ S t o n e w a l l 
Uprising” (+)
          The Stonewall 
Inn was a private 
club operated by 
organized crime in 
the late ‘60s.  By 
order of the State 
Liquor Authority, 
homosexuals could 
not be served in 
regular bars.  If 

they were, the owners of 
such establishments risked 
losing their liquor license 
– hence the entry of the 
fake private clubs run by 
organized crime. 
          This good but not 
great documentary should 
be seen by everyone, gay or 
straight, to appreciate the 
1969 Stonewall uprising 
which took place on June 
28, 1969, when cops 
entered the private club 
occupied by homosexuals 
and a large contingent of 
drag queens.  The reason 
I say it is not a great film, 
is that it basically covers 
the two-day revolution 
and does not include what 
occurred in the following 
years, as a direct result of 
that momentous incident. 
          John Lindsay, a 

liberal, was mayor of 
the city at the time of 
the uprising.  Before the 
rebellion, gays, lesbians, 
crossdressers, drag queens, 
and the transgendered 
were persecuted in the city.  
Police officers lay in wait 
in subway bathrooms and 
elsewhere to entrap and 
arrest homosexuals.  One 
youth in the film says to 
the arresting cop, “My life 
is ruined.  I’m only 19.”  
Only after the Stonewall 
revolt did the Lindsay 
administration end the 
police harassment and issue 
a mayoral order banning 
discrimination against gay 
and lesbian city employees. 
According to a New York 
Times article of February 8, 
1972, Mayor John Lindsay 
issued an executive order 
that month, the first “to 
protect homosexuals 
against discrimination in 
city government hiring and 
promotion practices.”
          The police had 
gone into the club many 
times before, but this time 
the patrons fought back.  
The six cops at the scene, 
who could not control the 
crowd, took refuge in the 
building.  The patrons and 
supporters surrounded it 
until police reinforcements 
arrived.  The next day, the 
police again made arrests 
and more violence ensued. 
          After I was elected 
in 1977, taking office in 
January 1978, the fourth 
executive order that I 
issued during my first 30 
days as mayor prohibited 
discrimination by the city 
against city employees 
based on their sexual 
orientation.  Additional 
orders were later issued 
applying to contractors 
working for the city 
which prohibited them 
from engaging in similar 
discrimination against their 
employees.  Not until eight 
years later, in 1986, was I 
able to get the City Council 

to impose a similar ban 
on the city’s private sector 
employers.
          Today only 21 
states and the District of 
Columbia have similar 
laws which means that 
private and public sector 
employers in those states 
without anti-discrimination 
laws covering sexual 
orientation can discriminate 
against gays and lesbians, 
and landlords can refuse 
to rent to them.  But good 
news is on the horizon.  
Congressman Barney 

Frank has introduced 
legislation to enact a 
federal anti-discrimination 
law protecting gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered individuals.  
His bill currently has 202 
cosponsors:  218 is an 
absolute majority.  A similar 
bill has been introduced 
in the U.S. Senate by Jeff 
Merkley which has 45 
cosponsors.  Everyone 
interested in justice should 
write to their congressman 
and senators urging them 
to join in the federal effort 
to achieve equality for the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered citizens of 
our country.
          I was delighted to 
be interviewed for this 
documentary to point out the 
discrimination that existed 

in Greenwich Village 
against gays and lesbians 
back in 1969 that led to the 
Stonewall uprising.  Two 
other talking heads in the 
film were old friends who 
wrote for the Village Voice 
when it was edited by Dan 
Wolf and produced by Ed 
Fancher:  Lucian Truscott 
and Howard Smith.
          I saw the movie at the 
Film Forum located at 209 
West Houston Street. 
          Henry Stern said:  
“This is a movie that had 
to be made to retell the tale 

of the Stonewall 
uprising to a new 
generation, if they 
bother to see it.  
Told by senior 
citizens who were 
there 41 years ago, 
the event is tied 
in with other ‘60s 
demonst ra t ions , 
like the peace in 
Vietnam and civil 
rights movements.  
The movie does not 
explain why just 
six police officers 
marched to the 
Christopher Street 
bar at midday; it 
suggests that prior 

raids were coordinated with 
the mafia, which owned 
and operated a number 
of bars in the Village that 
encouraged a gay clientele.  
The riot is important 
historically in that it was 
the first case of forcible 
gay resistance to the 
authorities, and it resulted 
in substantial changes in 
police conduct, although 
New York City did not pass 
a gay rights bill for 17 years 
after Stonewall.”
          Let me know your 
thoughts at eikoch@
bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 
as its 105th Mayor from 
1978 to 1989.

http://eikoch@bryancave.com
http://eikoch@bryancave.com
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By Henry J. Stern

New York Civic
Apartment of Mental Health

City Budget: Agreement;
State Issues: Unresolved;
Court Decision to Raise 
Mental Health Expense

     Today is Friday, June 
25, 2010. Day 86 without a 
budget.
     86 - to ignore, cancel or 
get rid of, with prejudice; 
86 - atomic number of 
radon, working our way up 
to uranium, which is 92. 
(July 1)
     Mayor Bloomberg and 
the City Council agreed 
amicably on a budget last 
night after several days of 
intensifying negotiations. 
The Times reported on the 
process in a story by Javier 
C. Hernandez on pA25, 
headed straightforwardly, 
CITY COUNCIL AND 
MAYOR REACH 
ACCORD ON A BUDGET. 
The first two grafs:
     “Faced with a sputtering 
economy and uncertainty 
in Albany, Mayor Michael 
R. Bloomberg and the City 
Council agreed Thursday 
night on a $63 billion 
budget that would slash 
at least 2,000 jobs but 
increase no taxes.
     “The deal would mean 
painful cuts in a variety 
of city services, including 
the elimination of some 
senior centers and day care 
programs, and less money 
for education and adult 
literacy programs. But 
over all, spending would 
increase by $3.6 billion, or 
about 6 per cent, compared 
with the budget approved a 
year ago, because of rising 
pension and health care 
costs.”

     Note the contrast 
between the state and the 
city when it comes to the 
budget process. Here are 
some reasons the city did 
better:
1. Strong, consistent 
leadership by the elected 
executive and his 
experienced professional 
staff.
2. A relatively responsible, 
hierarchical but functioning 
unicameral legislature.
3. The absence of a $10 
billion deficit, due to the 
mayor’s putting money 
aside during the boom years 
rather than spending every 
cent that was available.
4. The willingness of unions 
to make adjustments in 
staffing to avoid layoffs of 
their members and closing 
of facilities.
5. The absence of diversions 
such as investigations and 
indictments in the executive 
and legislative branches.
6. The relatively lesser 
strength of lobbyists 
in influencing city 
government.
     One depressing 
aspect of the municipal 
budget is that despite the 
layoffs, attrition and other 
reductions, total spending 
still rose substantially 
($3.6 billion) because of 
mandated increasing costs 
for pensions and health 
benefits. These areas must 
be dealt with if the city 
and state are to emerge 
from the chronic budgetary 
imbalance they have 
suffered from for years.  
Some day, the pension 
system will have to go from 
defined benefit to defined 
contribution, as the great 
majority of pension plans 
already are.
     Almost by coincidence, 
there is another story in 
today’s Times, just two 
pages later, that describes 
a court decision which, if 
upheld as it is likely to be, 

will have a considerable 
financial impact every year 
on the New York State 
budget. The decision is 
reported by A.G. Sulzberger 
on pA27. The head: US 
APPEALS COURT LIFTS 
STAY ON RELOCATIING 
MENTALLY ILL. The 
lede:
     “A federal appeals court 
has ruled that New York 
State must comply with a 
lower court’s order to begin 
immediately transferring 
thousands of people with 
mental illness in New 
York City out of large, 
institutional group homes 
and into their own homes 
and apartments, where they 

will continue to receive 
specialized treatment and 
services.”
     The story quotes the 
executive directors of two 
advocacy organizations. It 
closes with a senior citizen 
adult home resident who 
said: “I’d be better off in 
a studio or one-bedroom. 
Once you get here, you 
sort of get stuck here.” 
Earlier in the story, a 
spokesman for Gov. David 
A. Paterson, said that “the 
state, wrestling with severe 
budget deficits, was in the 
process of determining its 
next steps.” The article does 
not identify the two judges 
on the Court of Appeals 

for the Second Circuit who 
made the decision. They are 
Pierre N. Leval and Debra 
Ann Livingston. Judge 
Leval, a senior judge, is 
held in particularly high 
regard. Judge Livingston, 
an appointee of President 
George W. Bush, was 
confirmed in 2007. She was 
Vice Dean of Columbia 
Law School from 2005 to 
2006.
     This case is a classic 
example of the unfunded 
mandates which make 
it impossible for state 
executives or legislators 
to balance budgets. It 
may well be beneficial for 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25budget.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25budget.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25budget.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25adult.html?scp=5&sq=a. g. sulzberger&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25adult.html?scp=5&sq=a. g. sulzberger&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25adult.html?scp=5&sq=a. g. sulzberger&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25adult.html?scp=5&sq=a. g. sulzberger&st=cse
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many people with mental 
illness to have their own 
apartments with visits from 
case management services, 
psychiatrists and nurses, 
as the plan would require. 
Others may do better 
in group homes. Much 
depends on the quality of 
the group home.
     There is no question 
that this mandate will 
be expensive to fulfill. 
Nor is there any question 
that the state is severely 
financially stressed, and 
that it would be extremely 
difficult to incur additional 
expenditures. Nor is there 
any limit on the level of 
service that the Federal 
courts would eventually 
require for individuals who 
have mental problems.
     There are fiscal 
consequences to every new 
law and regulation, and 
some legislatures have rules 
that these consequences 
must be calculated and 
stated. No such rule applies 
to court decisions, which 
are often made without 
regard to how the decrees 
will be paid for (except for 

New York Civic
Apartment of Mental Health From Page 1

tobacco companies). Nor is 
it considered what or other 
services may be adversely 
affected by additional 
expense incurred in this 
area.
     We recommend that you 
read today’s Times article in 
full. Are humanitarianism 
and fiscal responsibility 
inconsistent? How should 
judgments be made when 
these objectives are in 
conflict? Does the fiscal 
condition of the state 
have any relevance when 
the needs or desires of 
persons with disabilities 
are considered?

Henry J. Stern writes as 
StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at StarQuest@

NYCivic.org. Peruse Mr. 
Stern’s writing at  
New York Civic.

     I’m a tremendous fan 
of author and Christian 
apologist C.S. Lewis. 
Rarely does one find a 
writer who can elucidate 
so profoundly, as could 
he, the stark contrast 
between secular humanism 
– “materialism” as Lewis 
called it – and the Judeo-
Christian worldview. 
Seldom does one come 
across a wordsmith 
capable of so effectively, 
objectively and concisely 
distinguishing between 

good and evil.
     I’ve found that 
wordsmith.
     My wife Sarah and I 
were listening to the radio 
a few months back as 
Sean Hannity interviewed 
an author about his latest 
publication. The book 
was “How Evil Works,” 
but we were unable to 

Kupelian’s ‘How Evil Works’ Shines Bright

By J. Matt Barber

ascertain, for some time, 
its author’s identity. We 
were immediately drawn 
into the discussion as this 
mystery guest waxed wise 
about what he called man’s 
“millennia-old blind spot” 
– namely, the existence of 
evil, how it works and why 
it destroys us.
     I was amazed by the 
speaker’s insights into 
this “radioactive topic.” 
“Wow, this guy really 
get’s it,” I told Sarah. She 
nodded in agreement either 
unwilling or unable to take 
her attention away from 
the show long enough 
to answer. Finally – and 
for the benefit of us late 
arrivals – Sean divulged 
the identity of his guest: It 
was best-selling author and 
award-winning journalist 
David Kupelian.
     I was no longer 
surprised.
     David continued. He 
spoke of how America – 
once the moral guidepost 
to the world – had, “over 
time…abandoned its 
original principles,” only 
to now suffer from great 
“moral confusion.”
     He spoke of a president, 
“wearing a mask,” who is 
“deceptive from morning 
‘till night.” A president 
who, “taking us where we 
don’t want to go – has to 
lie about where he’s taking 
us.”
     “Those in power talk 
an awful lot like those we 
used to fight,” he said.
     That was it. “We’ve got 
to get this book,” I insisted. 
Sarah agreed. 
     I don’t often do book 
reviews (this is my first 
in fact), but after reading 
“How Evil Works,” I felt 
compelled to put pen to 
paper. Whereas Kupelian’s 
conversation with Hannity 
stopped me in my tracks, 
his book took it to the 
next level. It was simply 
outstanding.
     I guess the best way to 

describe it is to say that 
“How Evil Works” has 
the same effect on your 
brain that yawning has on 
your ears at high altitude. 
Things just suddenly pop 
with crystal clarity.
     Throughout “Evil’s” 
pages David meticulously 
unpacks today’s most 
pressing issues providing 
unassailable answers to 
some of our most critical 
questions. For instance:
·         Where have all the 
statesmen gone and why do 
politicians lie?
·         Why are so many 
Americans abandoning 
their Christian roots and 
embracing atheism and the 
occult?
·         What drives terrorists 
to kill?
·         How are psychological 
and spiritual problems 
linked, and why do we 
medicate ourselves into 
zombies?
·         Why do people who 
seem to have everything so 
often self destruct and end 
up with nothing? 
·         How can we turn it all 
around and return this great 
nation to her God fearing 
ways?
And many more... 
     In recent days I was on 
a flight to Oklahoma City, 
OK. As I read the last page 
of “Evil” and placed it in 
the seat flap in front of me, 
a 15 year-old girl sitting to 
my side asked: “So how 
does evil work?” What an 
opening! “Well, this book 
explains it a lot better than 
I can,” I replied.
     For several minutes we 
discussed worldview and 
our horribly failing culture. 
Turns out she was on her 
way to a missions trip in 
Jamaica. She mentioned 
that, like me, C.S. Lewis was 
one of her favorite authors. 
I chuckled and asked: 
“You’re homeschooled, 
aren’t you?”

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25adult.html?scp=5&sq=a. g. sulzberger&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/25/nyregion/25adult.html?scp=5&sq=a. g. sulzberger&st=cse
http://StarQuest@NYCivic.org
http://StarQuest@NYCivic.org
http://www.NYCivic.org
http://www.NYCivic.org
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     Indeed she was, but 
explained that in the fall 
she was attending public 
school for the first time. “I 
want to get in there and be 
salt and light,” she said.
     “Well then,” I replied, 
“take this with you. If you 
love C.S. Lewis, you won’t 
be able to put it down.” 
I handed her “How Evil 
Works.” She smiled ear-
to-ear, thanked me and we 
went our separate ways. 
I’m quite certain that for it, 
her salt will be that much 
saltier and her light just a 

Kupelian’s ‘How Evil Works’ 
Shines Bright From Page 19

bit brighter.        
Matt Barber is an 

attorney concentrating in 
constitutional law. He is 
author of the book “The 
Right Hook – From the 

Ring to the Culture War” 
and serves as Director 
of Cultural Affairs with 
Liberty Counsel. Send 
comments to Matt at 

jmattbarber@comcast.net / 
Facebook.com/jmattbarber 

/ Twitter@jmattbarber 
(This information is 

provided for identification 
purposes only.)

     In light of the recent 
dramatic increase in 
violence throughout the 
City of Yonkers, and on 
behalf of the beleaguered 
citizens of Yonkers, the 
Yonkers PBA is demanding 
that cuts to the Yonkers 
Police Department be 
restored and that the layoffs 
of Yonkers Police Officers 
be averted.
     In the last five days, 
five people have been shot 
in Yonkers and there have 
been numerous additional 
incidents involving gunfire. 
Of those five people 
shot, two have died and 
one remains in critical 
condition. At least three 
of these shootings have 
occurred in broad daylight 
and some have occurred 
within feet of our schools. In 
addition to these shootings 
Yonkers has seen numerous 
stabbings and robberies in 
the last few days, which 
have become disturbingly 
commonplace for our city.
     Cuts to the Yonkers Police 
Department have already 
severely hampered our 
ability to protect the citizens 

Two Murders, Several 
Shootings in Five Days

By Det. Keith Olson of Yonkers. The cuts slated 
for July 1, which include 
the layoffs of nine Police 
Officers, will only make 
it worse than it is today. 
Having two murders and 
several other shootings in 
only days is a sign of things 
to come for the summer. In 
a time like now, with gang 
violence spiraling out of 
control, Yonkers should 
be adding Police Officers, 
not eliminating them from 
the budget. While we fully 
understand the fiscal crisis 
that our city, and the rest of 
the nation is in, you cannot 
put a price tag on the safety 
of our citizens. We must 
find a way to protect our 
people.
     On behalf of the people 
of Yonkers, the Yonkers 
PBA is pleading with 
Mayor Amicone and the 
Yonkers City Council to 
restore the cuts made to the 
Yonkers Police Department 
and most importantly to 
stop the layoffs of Yonkers 
Police Officers!
 

Det. Keith Olson is 
president of the Yonkers 

Police Benevolent Agency 
(PBA).

http://jmattbarber@comcast.net
http://www.righthookbook.com/
http://www.righthookbook.com/
http://www.righthookbook.com/
http://www.lc.org/
http://jmattbarber@comcast.net
http://jmattbarber@comcast.net
http://Facebook.com/jmattbarber
http://twitter.com/jmattbarber


21WESTCHESTER HERALD  June 28, 2010



22 WESTCHESTER HERALD   June 28, 2010

Advertise

914-562-0834
WHYTmedia@gmail.com

Ed Koch Commentary
Sometimes You Eat the Bear and Sometimes the Bear Eats You

By Edward I. Koch

          I have been in 
politics since 1956 when 
I volunteered to be a 
street campaigner and 
spokesperson for Adlai 
Stevenson who was running 
for president against 
Dwight Eisenhower.  I 
spent many lunch hours 
campaigning on the historic 
steps of the Subtreasury 
building, located at the 
corner of Wall and Nassau 
Streets.  In the summer and 
fall, hundreds of people 
who worked at the New 
York Stock Exchange on 
Broad Street would sit on 
the steps between noon 
and 2:00 p.m. and eat their 

lunches. 
          That experience 
started my political career 
which ultimately embraced 
23 years in public service.  
My years of public service 
included two years in the 
City Council, nine years in 
the U.S. Congress, and 12 
years as mayor of New York 
City.  I enjoyed serving in 
each of those capacities.  
Every day brought new 
challenges, sometimes 
ending in victory and other 
times in defeat. 
          My good friend and 
political mentor, David 
Garth, summed up these 
experiences common to all 
who serve in government 
by saying, “Sometimes you 
eat the bear and sometimes 
the bear eats you.”
          President Barack 
Obama illustrates 
the accuracy of that 
description.  Currently, his 
approval ratings are falling, 

and the bear is eating him 
for lunch.  However, we 
all should remember the 
halcyon days of not so 
long ago when he could 
do no wrong.  The press, 
pundits, and the Sunday 
morning talking heads are 
a fickle lot.  One week 
they are for you and the 
next week the entire press 
cadre, like marionettes on a 
string, move in an opposite 
direction.  Suddenly he 
is seen as incompetent, 
unfeeling or, even worse, 
a villain of the story 
occupying their attention, 
which is now the gulf oil 
spill.  Petroleum gushing 
from the ocean floor is 
shown daily on television.  
Now when the President 
plays golf for recreation, 
it is seen as an insult to the 
people suffering the effects 
of the BP oil spill.  How 
ridiculous.  Today he can 
do no right.
          George W. Bush was 
our hero when he arrived 
at Ground Zero to view 
the World Trade Center 
site after 9/11.  I was on 
the West Side Highway 
when he addressed a 
crowd of hundreds who 
had been invited to greet 
him.  Those assembled 
included public officials, 
people who worked in the 
area, volunteers helping in 
various ways, and the clergy 
led by Edward Cardinal 
Egan.  I will never forget 
how the crowd reacted when 
President Bush appeared, 
jumped up on a pile of 
debris, was held steady 
by a retired firefighter, 
and began to address us.  
Everyone, including the 
Cardinal, began to chant, 
“USA, USA.”  It was 
thrilling.  What it meant 
without a doubt was that 
we were united.  No one 
cared whether Bush was a 
Republican or a Democrat. 
          We wanted our 

president to know that we 
were willing to do whatever 
it would take to protect 
the greatest country in the 
world.  It reminded me of 
our nation’s reaction to the 
1941 Pearl Harbor attack.  
We vowed to remember 
that sneak attack, pick 
ourselves up from the floor 
and kick the butt of the 
Japanese empire, regardless 
of how long it might take.  
And we did.   
          Then came Hurricane 
Katrina, Bush’s ridiculous 
flyover of New Orleans, 
and his later comment, 
“Brownie, you’re doing 
a heck of a job.”  And 
the bear voraciously ate 
President Bush.
          Similarly, President 
Obama’s solid victory over 
Senator John McCain and 
his inspirational speeches 
before and after his 
election, fed our desires 
for a new beginning that 
would embrace racial 
reconciliation and a change 
in government direction 
that would show far greater 
concern for the needs of the 
middle class and the poor.  
President Obama’s poll 
numbers were very high at 
the time.  Indeed, despite a 
year of adversity, they still 
are sound, ranging from a 
low of 45 to a high of 50. 
          And then came 
British Petroleum (BP) and 
the gulf oil debacle.  Once 
again, the bear has arrived.  
He is still tearing up the 
terrain, and his appetite is 
enormous.   
          But I have good news 
for President Obama.  I have 
been out of office for 20 
years, since December 31, 
1989.  Immediately upon 
leaving office, I decided to 
stay in touch with deputy 
mayors, commissioners, 
and their deputies who 
served during the 12 years 
of my mayoralty.  About 
200 or so get together every 

December for a reunion.  I 
also have lunch with those 
same individuals, inviting 
about a half-dozen of them 
to join me every six weeks 
or so.  Those lunches have 
been ongoing now for the 
last two decades.    
          While discussing 
political issues at the 
most recent lunch about 
two weeks ago, everyone 
indicated that they were 
disappointed to some 
extent with the President’s 
performance to date.  
Being Democrats, they 
had all voted for him in 
the last election.  When I 
asked, “If the election were 
held tomorrow, who would 
vote for President Obama,” 
every one of them raised 
their hand to convey they 
would vote for him again. 
          In closing, let me 
impart some age-old 
advice:  Illegitimi non 
carborundum (Don’t let the 
bastards grind you down.)  
Also, continue to be 
yourself.  Nobody, except 
screen or stage actors, is 
ever sufficiently convincing 
when attempting to be 
someone else.  The people 
always know when a public 
official is trying to con 
them.
          I’d like to close with 

the phrase that we should all 
be shouting in the presence 
of every president, “USA, 
USA.”  He belongs to all 
of us.  God bless President 
Barack Obama, and may 
God bless America.
          It was announced 
this morning that General 
Stanley McChrystal, 
the commander of U.S. 
and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan, had insulted 
President Obama, National 
Security Adviser Jim Jones, 
and Special Representative 
to Afghanistan Richard 
Holbrooke.  McChrystal’s 
remarks were made during 
a Rolling Stone interview.  
My advice:  Do what 
President Lincoln did in a 
similar situation.  He fired 
Major General George 
McClellan.  And do what 
President Truman did.  He 
fired General Douglas 
MacArthur.   In the USA, 
the military serves the 
civilian government, not 
the other way. 
          Let me know your 
thoughts at eikoch@
bryancave.com.

The Honorable Edward I. 
Koch served New York City 
as its 105th Mayor from 
1978  to  1989.
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ended up with nine dead 
and a score wounded. In 
an ideal world, the soldiers 
would have been peacefully 
welcomed on to the ship. In 
an ideal world, no state, let 
alone a recent ally of Israel 
such as Turkey, would have 
sponsored and organized a 
flotilla whose sole purpose 
was to create an impossible 
situation for Israel: making 
it choose between giving up 
its security policy and the 
naval blockade, or risking 
the wrath of the world.
     In our dealings with 
Israel, we must blow away 
the red mists of anger 
that too often cloud our 
judgment. A reasonable 
and balanced approach 
should encapsulate the 
following realities: first, 
the state of Israel was 
created by a decision of 
the UN. Its legitimacy, 
therefore, should not be 
in question. Israel is a 
nation with deeply rooted 
democratic institutions. 
It is a dynamic and open 
society that has repeatedly 
excelled in culture, science 
and technology.
     Second, owing to its 
roots, history, and values, 
Israel is a fully fledged 
Western nation. Indeed, it 
is a normal Western nation, 
but one confronted by 
abnormal circumstances.
Uniquely in the West, it 
is the only democracy 
whose very existence has 
been questioned since 
its inception. In the first 
instance, it was attacked 
by its neighbors using the 
conventional weapons 
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of war. Then it faced 
terrorism culminating 
in wave after wave of 
suicide attacks. Now, at the 
behest of radical Islamists 
and their sympathizers, 
it faces a campaign of 
delegitimization through 
international law and 
diplomacy.
     Sixty-two years after 
its creation, Israel is 
still fighting for its very 
survival.
Sixty-two years after 
its creation, Israel is 
still fighting for its very 
survival. Punished with 
missiles raining from north 
and south, threatened with 
destruction by an Iran 
aiming to acquire nuclear 
weapons and pressed upon 
by friend and foe, Israel, it 
seems, is never to have a 
moment’s peace.
For years, the focus of 
Western attention has 
understandably been on 
the peace process between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
But if Israel is in danger 
today and the whole 
region is slipping towards 
a worryingly problematic 
future, it is not due to the 
lack of understanding 
between the parties 
on how to solve this 
conflict. The parameters 
of any prospective peace 
agreement are clear, 
however difficult it may 
seem for the two sides to 
make the final push for a 
settlement.
     The real threats to 
regional stability, however, 
are to be found in the rise 
of a radical Islamism which 

sees Israel’s destruction 
as the fulfillment of its 
religious destiny and, 
simultaneously in the case 
of Iran, as an expression 
of its ambitions for 
regional hegemony. Both 
phenomena are threats that 
affect not only Israel, but 
also the wider West and the 
world at large.
     The core of the problem 
lies in the ambiguous and 
often erroneous manner in 
which too many Western 
countries are now reacting 
to this situation. It is easy 
to blame Israel for all the 
evils in the Middle East. 
Some even act and talk as if 
a new understanding with 
the Muslim world could be 
achieved if only we were 
prepared to sacrifice the 
Jewish state on the altar. 
This would be folly.
     Israel is our first line 
of defense in a turbulent 
region that is constantly 
at risk of descending into 
chaos.
     Israel is our first line 
of defense in a turbulent 
region that is constantly 
at risk of descending into 
chaos; a region vital to 
our energy security owing 
to our overdependence on 
Middle Eastern oil; a region 
that forms the front line in 
the fight against extremism. 
If Israel goes down, we all 
go down.
     To defend Israel’s 
right to exist in peace, 
within secure borders, 
requires a degree of moral 
and strategic clarity that 
too often seems to have 
disappeared in Europe. 

The United States shows 
worrying signs of heading 
in the same direction.
     The West is going through 
a period of confusion over 
the shape of the world’s 
future. To a great extent, 
this confusion is caused 
by a kind of masochistic 
self-doubt over our own 
identity; by the rule of 
political correctness; by 
a multiculturalism that 
forces us to our knees 
before others; and by a 
secularism which, irony 
of ironies, blinds us even 
when we are confronted 
by jihadis promoting the 
most fanatical incarnation 
of their faith. To abandon 
Israel to its fate, at this 
moment of all moments, 
would merely serve to 
illustrate how far we have 
sunk and how inexorable 
our decline now appears.
     This cannot be allowed 
to happen. Motivated by 
the need to rebuild our own 
Western values, expressing 
deep concern about 
the wave of aggression 
against Israel, and mindful 
that Israel’s strength is 
our strength and Israel’s 
weakness is our weakness, 
I have decided to promote 
a new Friends of Israel 
initiative with the help of 
some prominent people, 
including David Trimble, 
Andrew Roberts, John 
Bolton, Alejandro Toledo 
(the former President 
of Peru), Marcello Pera 
(philosopher and former 
President of the Italian 
Senate), Fiamma Nirenstein 
(the Italian author and 

politician), the financier 
Robert Agostinelli and 
the Catholic intellectual 
George Weigel.
It is not our intention 
to defend any specific 
policy or any particular 
Israeli government. The 
sponsors of this initiative 
are certain to disagree at 
times with decisions taken 
by Jerusalem. We are 
democrats, and we believe 
in diversity.
     What binds us, however, 
is our unyielding support 
for Israel’s right to exist 
and to defend itself. For 
Western countries to side 
with those who question 
Israel’s legitimacy, for 
them to play games in 
international bodies with 
Israel’s vital security 
issues, for them to appease 
those who oppose Western 
values rather than robustly 
to stand up in defense of 
those values, is not only a 
grave moral mistake, but 
a strategic error of the first 
magnitude.
     Israel is a fundamental 
part of the West. The West 
is what it is thanks to its 
Judeo-Christian roots. If 
the Jewish element of those 
roots is upturned and Israel 
is lost, then we are lost 
too. Whether we like it or 
not, our fate is inextricably 
intertwined.

José María Aznar was 
prime minister of Spain 
between 1996 and 2004.
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