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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of events 
and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or employed 
in, Westchester county. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, reliable infor-
mation without favor or compromise. Our first duty will be to the PeOPLe’s rIGHT TO 
KNOW, by the exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where the pursuit may 

lead, in the finest tradition of FreedOM OF THe Press.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to residents and busi-
nesses all over Westchester county. as a weekly, rather than focusing 
on the immediacy of delivery more associated with daily journals, 
we will instead seek to provide the broader, more comprehensive, 

chronological step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with 
analysis, where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, the why and how will drive our pursuit. We 
will use our more abundant time, and our resources, to get past the 
initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ often characteristic of immediate 
news releases, to reach the very heart of the matter: the truth. We 
will take our readers to a point of understanding and insight which 
cannot be obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is not 
necessarily better. and, furthermore, we will acknowledge that 
we cannot be all things to all readers. We must carefully balance 
the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester news and 

commentary, with features and columns useful in daily living and 
employment in, and around, the county. We must stay trim and flexible 
if we are to succeed.

 RADIO

Westchester Guardian Radio Network 
NeW rOcHeLLe, NY – The Guardian radio Network, WGrN, operated 

under the auspices of Hezitorial absurdity, Inc. president Hezi aris, continues to 
build its programing day on the Blog Talkradio platform. In addition to Westchester 
On the Level with richard Narog and Hezi aris, are and Nothing But the Truth - 
coast to coast with Frank Vernuccio, Jr., and Larry L. allison, and The conservative 
Torch with carmine Torchetti, Jr. Herein is the schedule for the week of October 24th – 28th, 2011.

some of richard Narog and Hezi aris’ guests this coming week are: Mount Vernon city council 
candidates samuel L. rivers and John Fava, Westchester county Board of Legislators chairman Kenneth 
Jenkins, New York state assemblyman dr. stephen Katz, Yonkers city council 1st district candidate 
Ivy reeves, Yonkers city council 3rd  district candidates Michael F. Meyer, Michael sabatino, and 
Michael rotanelli, Yonkers candidate  for mayor, NYs assemblyman Mike spano, and Mount Vernon 
mayor candidate ernie davis.  

Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlinks:
Westchester on the Level -http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel;
and Nothing But the Truth – coast to coast –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthe-

level/and-nothing-but-the-truth--coast-to-coast; and
The conservative Torch –http://www.blogtalkradio.com/

westchesteronthelevel/the-conservative-torch.
each show may be heard live or on demand. choose from an MP3 download option, or peruse 

our audio archives. The hyperlink to each respective interview becomes active within a half-hour of the 
ending of an interview so as to allow for on demand listening.

recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling 
us toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. all we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question and / or 
your statement.

westchesterguard ian .com
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communitysection
 BOOkS

There’s a serial killer lurking – but he’s 
not human.   This is the premise of The 
Creature From Beyond, the new novel by 
Larchmont native Paul Braus. The para-
normal thriller is the follow-up to his 
critically-acclaimed debut title from 2010, 
The Creature’s Curse.   The Creature From 
Beyond is about a killer creature, an ancient 
coven of witches and three sets of characters 
– all of whom are destined to encounter the 
creature. another key element of the story 
is the mystical, powerful sibber medallion. 
First worn by ann sibber, an alleged witch 
executed in salem in 1694, the medallion has 
been passed down from one female sibber 
to the next. The medallion can be used by 
the sibbers as a tool to place spells on their 
enemies. The witches are inextricably linked 
to the creature; one of the sibbers placed the 
curse that brought the creature to life.   Braus 

is a life-long fan of the horror genre, and his 
goal with the creature novels is to put his 
own twist on horror fiction. “Most tales of 
creatures or monsters serve as allegories – 
touching on the dark side of humanity. This 
was true for books and films such as Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde, Frankenstein, The Wolfman -- 
and it continues today. My creature is part of 
that tradition; he’s a vicious beast who lashes 
out in anger. His extremely violent nature 
reflects the darkest aspects of the human 
condition.   “I like to call the sub-genre I 
write literary horror,” said Braus, a former 
high school english teacher. “It’s ‘adult’ 
horror all the way. There’s sex and violence in 
my novels – but the key is character develop-
ment and a solid story arc that engages the 
reader. It’s a fast-paced story, with plenty of 
action. everything in the book takes place 
over the course of a five day span and there 

is a respectable body count – the victims do 
pile up.”   a free 17-page preview of The 
Creature From Beyond is available at www.
creaturefrombeyond.com. The Creature 
From Beyond, published by river east Press, 
is available at amazon, BN.com and local 
booksellers. The title is also available as an 
e-book in Kindle and Nook formats.

Larchmont Native, Paul Braus, Releases His Second Horror Novel

Two days before 
leaving for New Mexico, 
Kenny asks his surprised 
wife, roz, to listen to the 
points he’s prepared for the 
talk he’ll give in santa Fe.

“I’m happy to. You never ask me to hear 
lines you’re rehearsing for an acting part.”

roz takes a chair from the dining room 
and places it in front of the living room 
window of their small apartment. “Looking 
out the window while you speak will be a 
tiny bit like talking in the outdoor theater, 
although there, instead of cars, you’ll be 
seeing sand.”

Kenny backs up to the opposite wall. 
“Because of all my amateur acting experi-
ences, the group selected me to give the 
first talk promoting our film. But I’ve never 
lectured before; you know that. and also, I’ve 
never played to an audience of a thousand.”

Kenny stares out the window. “I won’t 
use the outline when I talk, but I need to 
remember the points in case my thoughts get 
confused. Like I’m lecturing, but at the same 
time suddenly seeing my liver doctor, or the 
entertainment agent who wants a video from 
santa Fe because maybe she’d be interested 
in signing me. I mean, knowing that either 
could happen soon.”

as the one-hour retired Person’s dating 

Film ends, applause starts in the open-air 
theater built for large musical performances. 
The giant movie screen disappears.

Kenny leaves the wing where he was 
waiting and stands alone in the middle of 
the big stage. The sun hasn’t set yet, and he 
guesses that at least half the seats are full; yes, 
probably more than a thousand people and 
almost all are gray haired. He looks outside 
at the endless brown desert and its stillness.

Kenny is unsure if he is using the actor’s 
technique of exchanging a brief stare with 
the audience in order to have them believe 
they’re connected, or if he really feels a link 
to them—

“I’m glad you liked The retired Person’s 
dating Film,” Kenny begins. “You saw our 
film’s different scenes, which show how, 
when men and women in their fifties, sixties, 
seventies, and beyond, meet, and want to 
form relationships, it’s honesty they most 
want. That’s the film’s first point. so for those 
of you alone and seeking relationships, look 
around and find some eyes that say “honesty,” 
and when I finish my talk go over to their 
owner. Begin this evening, don’t delay—
which is another theme in the film. Yes, we 
should all ask, why not start something this 
evening?”

He never thought of that line before, but 
being at the center of this great stage, seeing 

the huge desert all around, and a thousand, 
mostly gray haired people before him—yes, 
why can’t so much begin tonight because of 
him? really?

His voice suddenly loud, “Yes, now is the 
time to get involved, even beyond personal 
relationships. If you’re healthy enough, now’s 
not a time to stay on the sidelines. That’s 
another conclusion in our film.”

some applause—
“But will you get involved? really.”
Kenny can no longer see individual 

faces because of the continuous glare of 
the stage lights and the now darkening sky 
outside. Waiting for his next words, trying to 
remember all of his outline points, all their 
faces watching him, waiting for him. should 
they be--?

“society wants your honest power. 
The power of your need to make your last 
opportunities, whatever they are, is to make 
them right. Will we respond? I mean all of 
us—yes.”

Was the video camera capturing an 
honest connection or a disconnection with 
the audience? after receiving the disc, would 
the entertainment agent just throw it and his 
phone number away? speak honestly now, 
needing to--

“More than half of you worry about 
having enough money to live on, pay medical 

bills, keep up with housing costs, save a few 
dollars for your children. I know the surveys. 
But we also have this power.”

His words had never appeared in this 
order when he’d practiced. But now, he was 
writing, editing and speaking his lines at the 
same time.

“I worry about a liver problem. maybe 
it’ll get worse. It looks at me during the day. 
But after doing the film, which took us three 
years, and understanding much more about 
who we retired are, I now look back and past 
my liver.

“In the film, you saw that I play a recently 
retired man who may run for political office. 
His first attempt. I might actually do that, 
really. Will my liver give me the time? But 
that’s my liver’s problem. I feel my power—
my liver is on the sidelines. I’m not.” Kenny 
silent—and then deciding, yes, he is finished.

He takes several steps back on the other-
wise empty stage. “Thank you.”

applause—yes, loud, he tells himself, 
although, should it be louder in the open-
air darkness? How can he judge, really judge 
about what may begin tomorrow?

Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social 
works leader and advocate for volunteerism. 
He is the former head of Big Brothers, Big 
Sisters of New York and is currently a visiting 
professor at Fordham University, where he 
teaches several courses in nonprofit leadership. 
You can learn more about Allan Luks at http://
allanluks.com. You can also write to him - 
mailto:allan@allanluks.com.

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 25 – An Open-Air Talk
By ALLAN LUkS
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 BOOkS

dante wrote a beau-
tiful and moral masterpiece 
about the descent into Hell. 

His insight though, was about the evil that 
men do and the ways that they might be 
most appropriately punished. I have always 
thought The Inferno to be what rod serling, 
of Twilight Zone fame, might have written 
had he lived during dante’s time.

But dante got it wrong. Hell as experi-
enced by the anxiety riddled and depressed 
world would have been better described by 
the work of Franz Kafka, who would more 
accurately have accompanied the torment 
with the added horror of doubt, self loathing 
and primordial fear.

For me, the doorway to Hell did not 
open, nor did I descend into it; I blasted 
through it.

after I blessed myself with holy water in 
the dark, solemn, even tranquil waiting room 
in the convent, the sense of death and its lack 
of feeling grew. These reductions of the sense 
of self, and the numbness inside me were 
expanding like someone pumping air into 
my body trunk at the same time they seemed 
to suck the willfulness from my mind and 
thoughts. It was as if I was being reduced to 
another realm of existence that was, at once, 
the coldest and loneliest I had ever felt, while 
filling me with a terror I had never known. 
The sensation in my body was becoming 
almost physically painful not unlike the 
sensation you get when the dentist numbs 
your jaw and lips. The very absence of feeling 
is a discomfort unto itself. as the deadening 
pain and terror grew, I was also losing control 
of my own thoughts. The terror, thus, began 
to feed upon itself.

My body began to shake and tremble as 
I obsessed more and more about what was 
happening. I was only aware now of the 
growing emptiness within me and my racing 
thoughts. When the sister handed me the 
four chairs, I said, “Thank you, sister,” my 
voice cracking, as if someone was choking 
me. “are you alright?” she asked. “I don’t 
really know,” I whispered. “Please pray for 
me sister.”

I grasped the chairs; two in each hand, 
and walked back to the small auditorium 
where the night at the races was being held. 
as I made the short trip in the dark I had 
the growing and urgent feeling you get 

when someone has told you that something 
horrible is going to happen. I had the feeling, 
but had no idea why or what I was dreading, 
only that something terrible was happening 
to me.

In the mid-seventies, night at the races 
fundraisers were run using a film projected 
on to a big white screen. You made your bet 
at a table staffed by a volunteer, and you went 
back to your seat to watch the race. I was too 
terrified and inwardly focused to play, but my 
wife insisted I make a bet and have a cup of 
coffee, which she brought to me. My hands 
were shaking so that I fumbled the coffee the 
way Fredo fumbled the gun in the famous 
shooting scene at the fruit market in The 
Godfather. The scalding pain, almost imper-
ceptible, did not garner an interest or care 
by me. I asked for a random horse, taking 
anything, and left a five-dollar bill on a two-
dollar bet. I just wanted to get back to my 
seat, hoping that I could get hold of myself.

By now, I was focused inwardly and fully 
obsessed, feeling that I would explode in 
some way. It was the first time in my life that 
I felt totally out of control of my own being.

as the horses took off, I could no longer 
hear the crowd screaming. My heart began 
to race, my body began to tremble and 
every muscle began to cramp. I could not 
see clearly, and as the terror welled up like 
an excruciatingly loud orchestra, its instru-
ments out of key, my mouth turned dry and 
my bowls and bladder verged on letting go. 
The walls seemed to vibrate, as straight lines 
wobbled like those on a cardiogram turned 
on its vertical side. People’s voices became 
shrieks, the light began to hurt my eyes as if 
I was forced to look at a thousand suns, and 
the air in the room passed across my face like 
the gusts of a hurricane. all my thoughts, 
my whole being, were now locked and lost 
in extreme terror. and as the horror grew, it 
fed greater horror upon itself without being 
consumed; it nursed upon an amplification of 
ignorance. I became more terrified; because I 
was terrified, and did I not know why.

I had had many anxiety attacks before, 
but this was different. Had I been on a higher 
floor I might have jumped out a window to 
stop the pain. as I was to learn, the feeling 
that there is nowhere to run was all too accu-
rate. But run, I tried.

Continued on page 6

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through 
the Darkness of Depression

Chapter Nine – The Doorway to Hell
By BOB MARRONE

http://www.empirecitygaming.com
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Continued from page 5
I ran out of the building and onto the 

street. I ran to my car, then around my car 
and back to the front door. I raced several 
yards to my left, then several to my right. 
Nothing helped. I started pacing frantically 
as the feelings reached a crescendo, then 
backed off slightly, and then ratcheted back 
up again, on cue, nurtured by the thoughts I 
could no longer control.

“God help me. What’s happening to me? 
I can’t take it! something had happened to 
my brain, something horrible was happening 
to me. Oh, God help me.” I kept repeating 
those sentiments at a staccato-like pace 
somewhat like a strung out cocaine addict. 
I did this while simultaneously crying and 
pacing, sweating and freezing, jabbering still 
more nonsense and begging for something 
or someone to help me. This acute, unending 
terror would not be abated, not even a little 
bit. These very words are inadequate to 
capture the abject despair and loss of self I 
felt at that moment. What I did not, could 
not know, is that these episodes were taking 
place many years before I would be truly free 
from their agitation that now held me tightly 
within its agonizing grasp.

somehow, my wife and I managed to 
drive down to my mother’s house on 24th 
street. she was very wise in the ways of medi-
cine having been a nurse and later a dental 
assistant when that job was all-inclusive. I 

ran into her house pleading, panting and 
begging for help. I could not stay still, and 
all I could say was that I did not know what 
was happening to me, and that I wanted it 
to stop.

until that day, I had never taken a sedative 
in my life and looked on them as something 
weak people needed. This was to become a 
big problem down the road when I entered 
treatment. But it was on that day that I took 
the first and only Librium… a drug in the 
diazepam class… that I would ever take, as 
my mom talked me down from 100,000 feet 
to about 95,000 feet. enough to get me home.

after hours of obsessing and pacing and 
chattering, I lay down in bed to try and rest. 
In a few minutes my legs and arms started 
to convulse into spasms from all the contrac-
tions. I rolled and roiled and actually got 
some comfort from the physical pain, which 
distracted me from the obsessive psychic 
terror going on inside me. at some point, 
my hands clasped a rosary around my neck, 
lying in a fetal position, and my heart beating 
rapidly. I drifted off to sleep.

What I did not know was that the 
morning would bring a different kind of 
horror; a horror that would take me to the 
very black depths of despair.

Listen to Bob Marrone every weekday 
from 6:00-8:30 am on the Good Morning 
Westchester with Bob Marrone on WVOX-
1460 aM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the 
Darkness of Depression

 BOOkS

 CALENDAR

I can’t believe it is 
November all ready…as 
the weather gets colder 
the political races here in 
northern Westchester are 

heating up, so don’t forget to cast your vote. 
all the races look pretty close…the only sure 
winner we can count on is this week’s “News 
and Notes…” 

If you like jams…toss in a few elbows 
and a whip (sounds like a Friday night at our 
house) then you won’t want to miss the gals 
from suburbia roller derby’s annual charity 
benefit for the Hudson Valley Pet Food 
Pantry in Valhalla.  The girls take to the track 
one more time in 2011 to raise money and 
awareness for the Pantry.  The mission of the 
Hudson Valley Pet Food Pantry is to help 
provide pet food assistance to economically 

challenged, disabled and elderly residents of 
the region. 

The Bedford central school district 
announced Mount Kisco resident andrew 
Bracco has been selected to serve on the 
Board of education, taking the place of Mark 
chernis who resigned in september. Bracco 
will serve until the next election in May. 

The Yorktown stage will present “Willy 
Wonka and the chocolate Factory on 
November 18 – 27.  For more information 
on this delicious event call 914-962-0606. 

speaking of chocolate, the chocolate 
World expo will be held at the Westchester 
county center on November 6th.  The expo 
is america’s largest chocolate show with over 
65 vendor booths. 

Continued on page 7

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARk JEFFERS

http://www.votehealthywestchester.com
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Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

 CALENDAR

Continued from page 6
More food news…so much for my 

diet…The West Patent Parent association is 
sponsoring a pancake breakfast at the West 
Patent elementary school in Mount Kisco 
on November 5th, proceeds to benefit arts 
and education programs.

congratulations to Heritage Hills in 
somers resident alvin reiss as he was named 
one of the 11 winners of the “Beautiful 
Minds: Finding Your Lifelong Potential,” 
the award is designed to inspire americans 
to develop and maintain healthy minds.

sHsH! a silent auction at Fox Lane 
High school commons is set for Thursday, 
Nov. 3rd, to raise funds for the renovation 
of the high school’s art gallery courtyard. 
The event, presented by Bedford’s Friends 
of Music and the arts (FOMa) and 
community education Foundation (ceF) 
will raise money that will allow for access to 
the outdoor patio, courtyard and sculpture 
garden at Fox Lane where students’ creative 
efforts will be displayed. 

Good luck to John Jay Middle school, 
assistant Principal John Hurley on his well 
deserved retirement after 33 years of service.

and the students in the Katonah-
Lewisboro school district are getting some 
new spiffy rides as the district has ordered six 
new buses and five vans are coming soon.

With all the mayhem, mix-ups and even 
a wedding, you certainly won’t fall asleep at 
armonk’s North castle Public Library’s 
presentation of “The drowsy chaperone” 
which runs through sunday, November 13th.

Bedford resident Harrison Marks who 
attends Yale university is interning this fall 
at the White House, good to know we have a 

local in high places…
Three cheers go out to Panera Bread 

as they celebrate 10 years of fighting breast 
cancer by baking bagels. This October, their 
signature Pink ribbon Bagel was sold at 
all of Panera’s, including Bedford Hills and 
Yorktown’s cafes, with a portion of proceeds 
going to a variety of breast cancer causes 
throughout the area. 

Turning to sports:
Hats off to our buddy from Bedford carl 

alexander as he won the Treiber Memorial 
Golf tournament, the final stop on the Met 
PGa Tour season. 

In girls’ high school soccer action, it was 
North salem beating Yorktown 1 to 0 and 
ursuline defeated Kennedy 2 to 1. On the 
field hockey turf, Fox Lane got by Greeley 
by the final score of 1- 0.  sectionals are 
now underway, good luck to all the northern 
Westchester sports squads.

The cost of living sure has sky rocketed, 
oil prices are up, gas prices are up, even milk 
prices are through the roof, still the best deal 
in town is getting together with friends and 
having a few laughs, you see friendship is 
something you really can’t put a price on. see 
you next week…

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment 
LLC.  As president he has seen rapid growth 
of the company with the signing of numerous 
clients. He currently resides in Bedford Hills with 
his wife Sarah and three girls, Kate, Amanda 
and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARk JEFFERS

Fox Lane High School Girl’s Field Hockey team heading into sectional play.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
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George Weinbaum
ATTORNEY AT LAW

175 MAIN ST., SUITE 711-7 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601

FREE CONSULTATION:

Before speaking to the police... call

Criminal, Medicaid, Medicare 
Fraud, White-Collar Crime &
Health Care Prosecutions. T. 914.948.0044

F. 914.686.4873

















Professional Dominican
Hairstylists & Nail Technicians

Yudi’s Salon 610 Main St, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914.633.7600

Hair Cuts • Styling • Wash & Set • Perming
Pedicure • Acrylic Nails • Fill Ins • Silk Wraps • Nail Art Designs

 Highights • Coloring • Extensions • Manicure • Eyebrow Waxing

egyptian-swedish 
visual artist, magazine 
publisher and filmmaker 
Tarik saleh has been 

making waves of acclaim in film circles during 
the last decade but his creative thinking has 
seemingly reached its zenith with his animated 
film Metropia that toured the world among 
more than twenty-five film festivals starting 
with Venice Film Festival 2009 and ending up 
in New York’s Tribeca Film Festival last year. 
Tarik was no stranger to visual creativity as he 
was originally born in the midst of high-tech 
cinema. In the late 1960s, his father, egyptian 
born painter abdallah saleh, departed for 

sweden where he became famously renowned 
as a consummate animator over the next 
decades, developing many techniques over 
the ensuing years, including a motion-control 
robotic system that is usually programmed 
to achieve special tracking shots in films and 
commercials. Tarik who was born to a swedish 

mother, used to visit egypt with the family 
every now and then before venturing into 
filmmaking. He studied visual arts and 
became a well-known graffiti artist who 
created many murals in sweden as far back 
as twenty years ago. Twice, Tarik returned 
to reside in egypt; the first time was for 
a year of special courses in the Faculty of 
Fine arts in alexandria university, and 
the second time was in 1993, when he 
started the short-lived publication Alive! 
In 2001, Tarik co-founded a stockholm-
based film company with his friend 
film-
maker 
erik 

Gandini who had given it the name atmo, a 
shortened prefix of the word “atmosphere.” 
In addition to the many television series 
realized for swedish TV, Gandini and 
saleh co-directed, two award-winning and 
controversial documentaries: Sacraficio, Who 
betrayed Che Guevara?, that received the Best 
documentary Prize in Havana Film Festival 
(2001) and Gitmo, New Rules of War (2005), 
that won Best documentary award at the 
seattle Film Festival and 
the special Grand Jury 
Mention at Miami Film 
Festival (2006).

When it comes to its 
visual aspect, Metropia is 
not the basic feature-length 
animation film like the 

ones we see 
coming from 
big Hollywood 
studios. saleh 
elaborates: “The film has a very 
dark Kafkaesque vision of the near 
future with the world running 
out of oil and the underground 
train systems beneath europe are 
controlled by a company called 
Trexx. The main character is 
roger, a call-center worker who 
starts to hear a strange voice in his 
head which drives him to believe 
that he, among others, is under 

the mind 
control 
by his 
superior, 
Ivan 
Bahn. 
When I 
usually 
write a 
film, I 
always 
get 
inspira-
tion 

from real-life, or people I know. Last year, in 
dubai Festival, one smart lady asked me after 
watching the film, if I had based the character 
of Ivan Bahn on Ingvar Kamprad, the swedish 
man who invented IKea back in 1943. Well, 
it wasn’t, but it was a smart observation about 
such megalomaniacs who changed the ways 
we think over the years.”

To realize his film, saleh went to cast 
some impressive vocal talents like Vincent 

Gallo as roger, and cult actor udo Kier, as 
Ivan Bahn. Most of them were attracted to 
the film after reading the script and seeing 
samples of the animation. The most difficult 
one to get was udo Kier. However, danish 
filmmaker Lars Von Trier helped saleh to 
reach him. alexander skarsgard, who is a 
close friend to saleh, also convinced his father 
stellan skarsgard to come on board. saleh had 
to go to Los angeles in order to get Gallo to 
record his role. as for Juliette Lewis, she flew 
to stockholm to finish hers. The visual tech-
niques used in Metropia, though, are another 
story. saleh explains: “With the exception of 
alexander whose character is based on his 
own profile, the animation technique was a 
reworking to enhance certain details in photo-
graphs taken mostly of people’s faces across 
the streets. It was a continuation of a photo-
montage technique I started with art director 
Martin Hultman back in the year 2000, when 
we worked on a series of animated shorts for 
swedish TV, where people and places are 
blended to create a new universe. With our

Continued on page 9
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background as graffiti artists, we succeeded 
to create these characters with new 
aesthetics - they look recognizably human, 
but they have been subtly distorted. a 
typical Metropia character contained over 80 
layers that can be animated and controlled 
with after-effect software.”

Metropia poster has roger with an opened 
brain that looks like a control room. also 
Videocrathy reflects the influence of media 
on people. I asked saleh if we are all driven 
like roger by the media around us, given 
his television media background. He said: “I 
think TV had more influence in the past but 
now, people are starting to be hooked to their 
computers. still, TV resembles our manner of 
communicating together with more than 50% 
of what we say is not “true” information, but 
is more about misleading and hiding things 
in our social discourse and interaction. When 
someone goes to the united states, he might 
feel that television is full of propaganda. We 
must all remember how Al Jazeera became 
a power player during the Iraq War. If you 
control television, you control people; which 
is so obvious is Videocracy. In Metropia, roger 
discovers that his thoughts and inner voice are 
produced by a company, which is a “kind”of 
truth nowadays, recognized as when compa-
nies invade every space imaginable, especially 
among the lonesome people about us. But 
things are quite different now in sweden; 
people refuse to watch television, instead 
preferring to choose what to watch; they may 
choose You Tube, which I think it is the most 
popular station right now.”

Early Success
Before Metropia, Tarek saleh’s previous 

films, Sacrificio and Gitmo, received a lot of 
acclaim and positive reviews. When he and 
eric started atmo, they both wanted to get 
more freedom in choosing the topics they 
would work upon. In the beginning, they 
thought that Sacrificio would be a small film, 
whose fate would be a premiere on swedish 
TV. Instead, it became huge, and it was sold 
all over the world. as for Gitmo, saleh thinks 
it will gain more value in the future because 
it documented moments and people at a 
time when nobody wanted to speak about 
what was going on inside the prison. after 
those films, the two men started to work 
individually; saleh on Metropia, and eric 
on Videocrathy, the documentary criticizing 
current media mogul and Italian Prime 
Minister silvio Berlusconi. coincidentally, 
the two films premiered together in Venice 
Film Festival 2009. But the screening of 
Videocrathy was problematic because orga-
nizers were afraid to show it and Italian 
television refused to air its trailer during 
the festival. ultimately, after its festival and 
cinema release, it was distributed on dVd 
with La Repubblica, the Italian newspaper 
that always criticizes Berlusconi!

saleh also experimented in publications; 

a documentary magazine called Alive! which 
was briefly published in egypt. It came 
out during a period of change that saw the 
start of many english-language magazines, 
following people’s exposure to pop culture 
and MTV. unfortunately, Alive! did not 
survive. saleh remembers: “although we 
were really amateurs, with no journalistic 
backgrounds, we wanted to make a magazine 
which addresses the reader with some inter-
esting stories about the triumph of the human 
spirit as its motto. The team behind Alive! 
had many similarities; sherif el-Hussein 
and I were both half-egyptians and Bassel 
ramzy had egyptian parents, but he grew 
up in the united states. We engaged our 
romantic desires; the three of us fell in love 
with cairo and we wanted to stay there 
for a longer time. When people like us are 
raised abroad to egyptian parents, we grow 
up with these dreamlike images of egypt. 
and after hearing about egypt every day, he 
became very nationalistic despite not even 
living there! I was creative director for only 
two issues of Alive! then I left over creative 
differences. The magazine continued with a 
new owner, Tamer ahmed, thereafter falling 
apart when the partners went separate ways. 
Bassel ramzy decided to move back to the 
states, and sherif el-Hussein, unfortunately 

Continued on page 10
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On October 5th, county 
executive rob astorino 
announced his 2012 budget 
projections and they weren’t 
pretty. With a projected 

shortfall of millions of dollars and a promise 

that taxes won’t be raised, the ce painted 
a picture that would include the layoffs of 
about 250 employees if they didn’t start 
contributing to their health and pension 
benefits. Like clockwork two weeks later 
Westchester Medical center ceO Michael 

Israel announced that the Westchester 
Medical center (WMc) would follow 
suit if the employees there didn’t also begin 
to contribute to their benefits package. 
However, it did seem that his predictions 
were more dire than astorino’s. at stake in 

this case would be 650 jobs ranging from 
nurses to the most lowly building service 
workers. The threads that link these two 
ceO’s are numerous. They are both suppos-
edly employed to serve the vox populi, they 
both are charged with balancing a massive 
budget, they both have scores of employees 
who provide valuable services and they 
both have a top level of management that is 
grossly overpaid while having the vaguest of 
job descriptions.

so with 900 jobs on the chopping block, 
one can only surmise that these budget 
projections are “save the date” invitations  
to those union officials who will be getting 
ready to go to the collective bargaining table.

Continued on page 11

Continued from page 9
died in a car accident a year after I had left. 
Nevertheless, I still draw lot of energy from 
that experience because it helped me to learn 
so much about the world, particularly about 
egypt and sweden, and most of all about 
how to achieve difficult things like Metropia 
which was impossible to realize in the written 
form. I also came to the conclusion that most 
of life’s obstacles are not physical; they are 
inside people’s heads.”

Swedish Cinema Worldwide
Many swedish films have recently 

garnered attention and acclaim. Two are 
notably psychological thrillers: Jesper 
Ganslandtand’s The Ape, and Tomas 
alfredson’s Let the Right One In, which 
earned a Hollywood remake. She Monkeys, 
produced by saleh’s atmo, got Best Film 
award in this year’s Tribeca Film Festival and 
it was recently shown in abu dhabi Festival. 
after nearly two decades lacking any film 
productions, swedish cinema is having some 

kind of renaissance during the last three years 
and is presently booming worldwide. There 
are about twenty swedish filmmakers who 
have earned international repute and many 
of them have offers from Hollywood. Tribeca 
enterprises, which is starting a film company 
among its many activities, acquired the rights 
to distribute Metropia across the united 
states, among ten other films. at the same 
time, it will be offered as video-on-demand, 
which is part of the new distribution strate-
gies. Tarek saleh has two more films projects, 

a drama he will shoot in egypt, and another 
crime story he will shoot in sweden. He is in 
talks with some american companies about 
new ways of collaboration.

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/
video critic and curator. He is the film editor 
of Egypt Today Magazine, and the artistic 
director for both the Alexandria Film Festival, 
in Egypt, and the Arab Rotterdam Festival, in 
The Netherlands. He also contributes to Variety, 
in the United States, and Variety Arabia, in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

An Artist and His Metropia

The Public Policy 
Institute has released a 
disturbing report revealing 
that New York is falling 

behind most other states in economic indica-
tors, while continuing to remain close to the 
top nationwide in the category of high levies.  
Property and business taxes throughout New 
York increased 5.1% in the most recent year, 
after growing 6.1% the preceding year.

For Westchester and rockland county 
residents, the information is particularly infu-
riating. as recent reports noted, these two 
Hudson Valley counties impose burdensome 
taxes on their residents.  Westchester tops the 
nation with the highest level, and rockland 
occupies fourth place. The state ranks dead 
last in america in the business tax climate.

What they receive from albany in 
return is a collection of worrisome statis-
tics that clearly show a state in deep and 
growing financial distress. according to 
Heather Bricetti, acting president of the 
Business council, “There is a clear correla-
tion between New York’s high state and local 
taxes and our slow rate of economic develop-
ment.”  New York ranks 38th in the nation 
in terms of personal income growth, and lags 
behind almost every other state in america 
in population growth.  Indeed, upstate 
regions suffered a 1.1% population decline.

Information from empire state 
development notes that New York lost 
30,700 private sector jobs in the latest 
(august) report. state comptroller diNapoli 
recently warned that Wall street, a key 

employer for Westchester 
and rockland resi-
dents, could lose up to 
10,000 more jobs in the 
near future. consumer 

confidence has slipped by about three 
points. adding to the woes of residents, the 
consumer price index continues to rise.

It is, however, the manufacturing sector 
that remains the most worrisome. The 
Federal reserve’s October report stresses that 
“conditions for New York manufacturers 
continued to deteriorate in October.  The 
general business conditions index remained 
negative…at 8.5%...The new orders index  
hovers around zero…the average workweek 
index was negative for a fifth consecutive 
month.”

New York continues to lag behind 
the rest of the nation in this crucial area.  
Manufacturing investment in california was 
$14.3 billion, Texas had $12.9 billion, Illinois 
had $7.2 billion, Ohio had $5.9 billion, and 

Pennsylvania had $5.3 billion.  all New York 
had to report was a comparatively tiny $3.8 
billion.  upstate New York actually suffered 
a decline in average manufacturing employ-
ment of 16.1% from 2005 to 2009. This 
extremely poor showing is unnecessary, given 
the state’s outstanding geographical assets, 
educated population, and research facilities.

Numerous studies concur that New 
York needs more business, and the jobs 
that business creates. But, as those studies 
note, the heavy burden of high taxes and 
numerous regulations are preventing growth 
and keeping the empire state far behind 
its competitors both within the usa and 
abroad.      

Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr. can be reached at 
nycommunityaction@gmail.com. Visit the 
COMACTA website at comactainc.com. 
Vernuccio is the president of the Community 
Action Civic Association, Inc.
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In the case of the Westchester Medical 
center the nurses’ union (NYsNa) is 
already negotiating, but according to both 
sides, it is not going well. Management at 
the WMc claims that they are paying the 
nurses $20K in pension benefits or 35% of 
their base salary. You don’t need to be a math-
ematician to figure that these numbers aren’t 
accurate. If they were, the nurses would be 
making somewhere around $300K a year. 
There aren’t too many people who would 
go to the bargaining table asking for more 
money if they are making that kind of salary. 
Whoever is making those sorts of statements 
for the medical center should take a course in 
accounting 101.

Both of these ceO’s are heads of their 
own “friends and family networks” as well. 
ceO Israel has somewhere around 40 
people in upper management who operate 
as some sort of vice president. Together they 
make over $10 million a year in salaries and 
benefits. Israel states that they are worth every 
penny due to the fact that WMc is a teaching 
hospital and in order to attract quality staff, to 
teach (he’s on the New York Medical college 

Board, too), you have to paint a picture that 
portrays everything on campus to be hunky 
dory. That sort of rationalization just doesn’t 
make sense to most New Yorkers. It’s almost 
as ridiculous as the astorino administra-
tion’s slogan that Westchester county is the 
intellectual capital of the state and paying 
Laurence Gottleib $155K a year to come up 
with that slogan. The astorino administra-
tion has also become top heavy in the salary 
department. With those who have been 
elevated to commissioner status to those 
who obtained their employment through the 
friends and family network, these folks in the 
inner circle are costing the taxpayers around 
$5 million.

Both ceO’s chant that it is now time to 
do more with less but fail to lead by example. 
Two years ago the Medical center closed the 
Taylor care center that housed long-term 
ventilator patients and those who needed 
a skilled nursing facility. It was said that 
this closure was due to a failure. to What is 
even more disturbing is that the Taylor care 
Facility has been turned into the executive 
wing that houses the ceO, all of those vice 
presidents, their assistants and their assis-
tant’s, assistants. If you’re getting dizzy, don’t 

call a doctor, you’re not sick…you’re in shock. 
While county executive astorino has also 
made cuts to programs, services and jobs, 
many of those have been due to attrition or 
retirement. With those cuts came replace-
ments from astorino’s own stable of friends, 
donors, donor’s children and other members 
of that ever growing “friends and family 
network.”

The pattern that emerges is that in order 
to keep those at the very top of the political 
heap happy, those at the very bottom (or 
even somewhere in the middle), those who 
serve us the most and who perform the 
utmost important jobs are the first to be let 
go. In comparing these two giant players in 
the game of Westchester county employ-
ment, it becomes easier to understand the 
Occupy Wall street protests. These people 

are protesting top-heavy corporations and 
top-heavy government. Maybe they have 
the right idea after all. Or maybe those two 
ceO’s should check into the WMc and see 
if they enjoy a thirteen hour wait in the emer-
gency room or wait until their IV has been 
infiltrated because they were too short staffed 
to check on it. Nevertheless, the threats 
and the cuts will continue to come. even if 
both union locals give into the demands of 
management it won’t help. county govern-
ment and the hospital that shares its name 
have both flat lined.

Nancy King is a resident of Greenburgh, New 
York.

Happy Holidays from the Management of the County of Westchester and the Westchester Medical Center
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Would you hire
Count Dracula
to run Yonkers’
blood bank?

Then how could you
make Mike Spano 
mayor? And give him
the keys to our $900 million
Yonkers treasury?

x
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Movie Review:  
“Margin Call” (+)

The movie, written and directed by J.c. 
chandor, his first feature production, is a 
masterpiece. It is an absolutely must-see film 
for anyone interested in the roots of the Great 
recession. It reinforced for me the feeling that 
government agencies charged with protecting 
the public and policing the securities industry 
(Wall street) have failed in a host of ways, 
including failure to punish those who engaged 
in outright fraud.

The securities and exchange commission 
and other law enforcement agencies have as a 
matter of policy accepted civil fines rather 
than pursue criminal prosecutions. Two recent 
instances are Goldman sachs being allowed 
to pay a civil penalty of $550 million and 
citigroup a civil penalty of $285 million. No 
ceO or cFO of any major corporation or 
Board of directors has been criminally pursued 
by the u.s. government for the losses to the 

public of trillions of dollars.
The film depicts a fictional securities 

company during a 24-hour period in 2008 
and creates character sketches of about a dozen 
employees. 

eric dale (stanley Tucci) is responsible for 
the bona fides of the company’s sales product 
– mortgage packages. He discovers a problem 
concerning value and without being able to 
report his findings, he is fired and required to 
leave the building under guard. His top staff 
member, Peter sullivan (Zachary Quinto), 
takes over and discovers that the company is 
insolvent. Peter reports this finding to his new 
boss, Will emerson (Paul Bettany), who acts 
like a Greek chorus providing the audience 
with insights. 

The general sales manager, sam rogers 
(Kevin spacey), is faced with the choice of 
leaving the company or staying and selling near 
worthless securities (mortgages) to the public. 
Just below the top guy is Jared cohen (simon 
Baker) who is totally ruthless and corrupt. 

The head of the 
company, John Tuld (Jeremy Irons), is a very 
charming man who is willing to do anything to 
save the company no matter how corrupt.  

The one female member of the team, 
sarah robertson (demi Moore), who is afraid 
she will be thrown to the wolves, is already 
making statements intended to cover herself. 

How these individuals respond when 
having to decide whether to leave the company, 
blow the whistle or go along with the corrup-
tion is wonderful to behold. Kevin spacey is 
brilliant, as he generally is, as are all the other 
cast members.

The director of photography, Frank 
deMarco, deserves special mention. The film 
contains magnificent pictures of New York 
city showcasing its skyscrapers and lights. 
Nathan Larson also deserves special mention 
for his wonderful music. every scene in the film 
contains an intense musical score that expands 
your attention. In a way, the music reminded 
me of that in the movie “Z” which opened over 

forty years ago in 1969. That film showed the 
end of democracy in Greece by the Greek army 
colonels taking over the country in a putsch for 
a period lasting for many years. Greece, once 
again on the front pages of the world’s press 
with its insolvency and violence, will probably 
provide a script for a new movie.

Continued on page 14

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
By EDWARD I. kOCH

http://www.iaaprograms.com


Page 14 THe WesTcHesTer GuardIaN THursdaY, NOVeMBer 3, 2011

Your Full Service Laundromat Since 1966
Wash & Fold Service • Dry Cleaning & Pressing

Dry Clean By The Bulk • Shirts Laundered
Leather & Suedes Cleaned / Treated

914.962.5539

Yorktown EconoWash

2018 Crompond Rd. (Rear) Yorktown Hts.
Routes 35 & 202 -Crompond

Continued from page 13

Movie Review: “Le Havre”(+)
This French movie, directed by the Finnish 

filmmaker aki Kaurismaki, is a gem. 
The film opens with French police talking 

with stevedores at the wharf of a harbor city on 
France’s atlantic coast. They report hearing 
what sounds like a baby crying from inside one 
of the crates. The container is opened and inside 
are a dozen africans from Gabon seeking 
illegal entrance into France. One of the occu-
pants, Idrissa (Blondin Miguel), makes a run 
for freedom after receiving permission from his 
grandfather who is also inside the container. a 
city detective, Monet (Jean-Pierre darroussin), 
prevents a cop from shooting Idrissa saying he’s 
just a child. 

In the meanwhile we meet Marcel (andre 
Wilms), a man in his 60s or 70s, who shines 
shoes down at the railroad station. This simple 
but proud man is deeply in love with his wife, 
arletty (Kati Outinen), who appears to be 
unwell. Marcel watches the boy attempt to 
hide himself, and thus begins the story of how 
Marcel and some neighbors seek to conceal the 
boy from the authorities. One neighbor sees the 
boy at Marcel’s tiny house and calls the cops.

as I sat in the darkened theater watching 
the picture, I could not help but think of anne 
Frank in amsterdam during World War II 
who was helped by some dutch citizens and 
turned in by others.  I also thought of the 
76,000 Jews arrested by the French police and 
turned over to the Nazis. I hope some of those 
Jews were helped by French citizens as well.  

“Le Havre” is a story of a current era 
showing a few souls who were willing to help 
a young african boy seeking to reunite with 
his mother who had made it to england. My 
heart went out to the characters and I was a 
little teary-eyed, but I never felt as though I was 
watching a soap opera. There’s a fairytale aspect 
at the end of the film. I left the theater thinking 
yes, there is a God who occasionally performs 
miracles. 

Interestingly, while watching the movie, I 
thought to myself that one of the scenes was 
chaplinesque. sure enough I later read that is 
one of Kaurismaki’s trademarks. (In French, 
with english subtitles.)

Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews at www.
MayorKoch.com.

 MOVIE REVIEW

 NUCLEAR ISSUES

america is taking to 
the streets. The month-long 
“Occupy Wall street” is seen 

as a highly charged beacon of free speech and 
activism, a force that has roused protesters from 
their comfy cyber soap boxes out to public parks 

and sidewalks.
The anti-nuclear movement is no 

exception.
Over the last few weeks, mass rallies across 

the united states have protested the dangers 
of nuclear power, a cry still echoing from the 
devastating destruction of the Fukushima 
plants in Japan last March. The urgent message 

from anti-nuclear forces here: “it can happen 
here.”

under the umbrella of “a National day 
of action for america’s Nuclear Free Future,” 
protesters took to the streets in New York 
city, st. Petersburg, Fort Lauderdale and Fort 
Meyers in Florida, san clemente and san

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14
diego, california, atlanta, Michigan, Ohio, 
asbury Park, New Jersey, raleigh, North 
carolina and Virginia.

These protests were fueled not only by the 
harrowing and cataclysmic events still unfolding 
at Fukushima, but by recent earthquakes, 
hurricanes, floods and tornadoes here in the 
united states - events that the nuclear indus-
try’s oversight agency, the Nuclear regulatory 
commission considers “unlikely to affect the 
safety of nuclear power plants in this country.” 
www.nrc.gov. The Nrc is unwavering in their 
federal conscripts, wearing their own brand 
of blindes tailered to forge ahead, re-licensing 
aging plants and building new ones, regardless 
of overt warning signs of possible dangers.

a story on iwatchnews in september 
http://www.iwatchnews.org (Nuclear miscal-
culation: “Why regulators miss power plant 
threats from quakes and storms,” by susan Q. 
stranahan), reported that the Nrc considers 
a Fukushima type quake and tsunami a rare 
event in this country. The feds stolidly held to 
this adage while americans lived through a 
quake in Virginia that shut down that state’s 
North anna Power station in august and 
caused the radioactive spent fuel storage casks 
to move unexpectedly, a tornado that ripped 
up the south and brought down transmission 
towers at the Browns Ferry power plant in 
atlanta. and when Hurricane Irene ravaged 
the east coast, a Maryland reactor was forced 
to shut down after loosened metal siding blus-
tered up and sliced into the transformer’s high 
power lines.

That the Nrc says they are processing all 
this information and initiating studies on the 
effects of these “unlikely” events adds incre-
mentally to the frustrations of the anti-nuclear 
movement which is determined to rid the 
country of old and poorly designed nuclear 
power plants. Their voices are heard not only 
on the street, but in courtrooms and in the legal 
catacombs of administration procedural hear-
ings. Here in New York state, the battle over 
whether the Nrc will re-license the 40-year 
old Indian Point Nuclear Power Plants, 24 
miles from New York city, has become the 
longest and highly contested application in the 
agency’s history. entergy, the plant’s owner, filed 
for a new operating license in 2007 to keep their 
twin reactors on the banks of the Hudson river 
running until 2033 and 2035. Their licenses 
expire in 2013 and 2015. The re-licensing 
process usually takes four to five years, but a 
litany of contentions may take entergy’s appli-
cation past their expiration dates.

Governor andrew cuomo reiterated his 
campaign promise to shutter Indian Point 
in a chat last month on his new virtual chat 
blog, www.citizenconnects.com. He said the 

power from Indian Point could be replaced, 
according to The Daily News. http://personals.
nydailynews.com/blogs/dailypolitics/2011/09/
cuomo-replacement-indian-point-power-can-
be-found. Prior to cuomo’s chat, in July, New 
York state won a major victory after a ground-
breaking decision by the atomic safety and 
Licensing Board ruled in favor of a petition 
served by New York attorney General eric 
schneiderman. The aG argued the Nrc’s 
environmental review violated the law by not 
requiring entergy to complete severe accident 
mitigation analysis. This means the Nrc 
must require entergy to upgrade their accident 
impact plans unless the utility company can 
prove a compelling reason to refuse.

In 2010, the New York state department 
of environmental conservation denied 
entergy a Water Quality certification, which 
is required by law to operate the power plants. 
Because heated water is spewed out from Indian 
Point’s once-through cooling system and into 
the Hudson river, killing billions of fish yearly, 
the dec wants entergy to upgrade their 
cooling system. although entergy is appealing 
the dec decision, the Nrc says the case 
has no impact on Indian Point’s re-licensing 
application. When Patricia Kurkul, regional 
administrator of the National Oceanic and 
atmospheric administration for the National 
Marine Fisheries service, asked the Nrc 
if the uncertainty of the water quality issue 
would impact entergy’s re-licensing applica-
tion, the Nrc told her that “Notwithstanding 
the uncertain outcome of New York’s section 
401 Water Quality adjudication, the Nrc is 
required to move forward with its review of the 
Lra (license renewal application) as submitted 
by entergy (http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/
ML1125/ML11259a018.pdf).

Traversing from court to court is a case initi-
ated by former New York state assemblyman 
richard Brodsky, who is challenging the 
Nrc’s common practice of “exemptions.” 
Five years ago the Nrc exempted Indian 
Point from fire safety requirements that allow a 
minimal amount of fire insulation that protects 
electric cables needed to shut down the reactor 
and prevent a meltdown. The current insu-
lation lasts only 27 minutes while the legal 
requirement for insulation to protect the cables 
is one hour. Brodsky claims the Nrc secretly 
granted an exemption to entergy, a power 
not within their jurisdiction according to the 
atomic energy act. http://www.scribd.com/
doc/65796345/Brodsky-v-Nrc-submission-
summary. currently the case is in the second 
circuit of appeals in New York. It was previ-
ously argued before Justice sotomayor before 
she became a supreme court Justice and then 
in the united states southern district court in 
New York where Judge Loretta Preska decided 

in favor of the Nrc, issuing her decision six 
days before the Fukushima nuclear catastrophe 
in Japan.

To counter the anti-nuke movement, 
a multi-billion dollar utility company like 
entergy is able to enlist an army of high 
paid lawyers for the courtroom battles while 
waging expensive media campaigns. To 
ratchet up their corporate image, entergy’s 
new advertisements features rudy Giuliani. 
entergy clearly believes the persona of the 
former New York city Mayor and presiden-
tial hopeful is synonymous with “safety” and 
“security,” which means we will see Guiliani’s 
face plastered on TV ads and in newspapers. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2011/10/06/
giuliani-endorses-nuclear-plant-in-new-ads/

although entergy has always claimed that 
since the 9-11 attacks, Indian Point was impen-
etrable, they now (incongruously) need heavier 
weapons to protect the plant. In april entergy 
requested permission from the Nrc to acquire 
heavier weapons to be used by “the security 
personnel at the Indian Point site.” The Nrc 
wants to know if they turn down entergy, what 
the impact would be on their current protec-
tion capabilities http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/
ML1127/ML112700219.pdf. entergy has not 
yet replied, but why the request now? Is Indian 
Point now more vulnerable than in 2001?

It’s hard to know if the government, the 
nuclear power industry or the anti-nuclear 
groups are having any kind of impact on 

the future of nuclear power. In a New York 
Times article by stephanie cooke [after 
Fukushima, does Nuclear Power Have a 
Future?] http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/11/
business/energy-environment/after-fuku-
shima-does-nuclear-power-have-a-future.
html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntemail1=y, she claims 
that the Japanese government has reversed 
their pro-nuclear policy and is now moving to 
phase out their reactors. cooke also writes that 
of the 30 new reactors planned to be built in the 
united states, the list has dwindled to four, even 
with President Obama’s strong endorsement for 
large subsidies for newly built plants. also, the 
World Nuclear association predicts a decline in 
the number of operating reactors in the united 
states and France in the next 20 years.

What does it all mean?
Increasingly, we see the strengthening of 

liaisons between industry and government, 
corporate wealth and political campaigns, 
bonds that seem to weaken federal oversight to 
protect the public. Will the voice of dissenters 
and activists who reach a critical mass ulti-
mately make a difference?

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut 
novel, “Nuclear Romance” was published last week. 
Visit the book’s website, http://nuclearromance.
wordpress.com/
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TICKET PRICES INCLUDE
A COMPLETE MEAL & SHOW

Westchester Broadway Theatre Group

WBT_theatre

              ON STAGE NOW

“ ‘MY FAIR LADY ’ SHINES AT WBT
…exuberantly sung and choreographed” 

       – David Begelman, NEWSTIMES.COM

THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED RETURN 
OF POPULAR IRISH TENOR

RONAN 
TYNAN
GOLD STAR EVENT   TUES., NOV. 15

“BEAUTIFULLY ACTED AND HANDSOMELY STAGED”
                                                                     – James F. Cotter, TIMES HERALD RECORD

a. r. Gurney, born in 
Buffalo and a teacher first, 
turned into a successful, 
prolific New York play-

wright, an expert on the lives of WasPs, the 
white, anglo-saxon Protestant quasi-aris-
tocracy of america. He is often referred to as 
the goyish Neil simon, even though his plays 
are more about characters than situations, 
and not nearly so much about compulsively 
piquant one-liners.

“children,” written in 1974 and slightly 
revised in 2000, is loosely based on a John 
cheever story, and concerns a WasP family, 
owners of a large, tradition-rich house and 
grounds on an island off the Massachusetts 
coast. It is saturday, the 4th of July, and the 
scene is a terrace overlooking the sea, whose 
presence should be a bit more felt than in 
this otherwise exemplary TacT company 
production.

The widowed matriarch, known merely 
as Mother, and her divorced daughter, 
Barbara, have both been lovelessly married 
to highly marriageable spouses. Mother has 
secretly loved and been loved by uncle Bill, 
daddy’s brother; Barbara has conducted 
a clandestine affair with artie, the socially 
inferior boy who used to cut the grass but has 
since become a successful builder.

randy, the schoolteacher (i.e. unsuc-
cessful) son, is a tennis fanatic, married to the 
mousy and repressed Jane. Pokey, the other, 
rebellious son, has been absent for five years, 
married to the Jewish Miriam, and continu-
ally changing jobs.

He is now revisiting the family at his 
beloved mother’s special invitation, with 
Miriam and their permissively reared 
offspring, joining the other family children, 
more strictly disciplined. all these kids, 
though heard in the background, remain 
unseen like Pokey and Miriam, the former 
dimly glimpsed in the end.

Fascinatingly, these unseen characters 
are nevertheless vividly conveyed, either 
by offstage sound or by conversation about 
them. It allows Gurney a closer focus on 
the four seen characters, and challenges our 
imagination about the others through the 
not always reliable assessment by the onstage 
quartet.

Matters largely revolve around Mother’s 
forthcoming momentous announcement, 
which induces all sorts of twists that them-
selves undergo further ones. But the play is as 

dramatic in what doesn’t happen as in what 
does.

Gurney manages to be wonderfully 
evocative of WasP life in its quirks, quaint-
ness, and relative unworldliness, keeping the 

family perfectly credible and likable, foibles 
be damned. especially so since the dialogue 
is often witty and never uninteresting.

We also get, under scott alan evans’s 
savvy direction, on Brett J. Banakis’s simple 
but apt set and in Haley Lieberman’s idiom-
atic costumes, four impeccable performances. 
The musical bridges between scenes may not 
be what Gurney stipulated, but work all the 
same.

Margaret Nichols is a sexy and char-
acterful Barbara, often sardonic but never 
unsympathetic. randy, with his obsession 
with tennis and steady complaints about the 
condition of the court, is nevertheless pleas-
antly droll, and lustily conveyed by the one 
non-TacT cast member, richard Thieriot.

Lynn Wright is superb as the subaltern 
Jane, awakening under Miriam’s influence 
into emboldened femininity. and darrie 
Lawrence, as a woman who in her seemingly 
strictly proper sixties resolves to make up for 
all she has missed, is touching even when 
overbearing.

“children,” which comes to New York 
belatedly--humane, incisive and, when 
needed, eloquent--is absorbing from start 
to finish and, in the present rarity of solid 
drama, more than welcome.

John Simon has written for over 50 years on 
theatre, film, literature, music and fine arts for the 
Hudson Review, New Leader, New Criterion, 
National Review,New York Magazine, Opera 
News, Weekly Standard, Broadway.com and 
Bloomberg News. He reviews books for the New 
York Times Book Review andWashington 
Post. He has written profiles for Vogue, Town 
and Country, Departures and Connoisseur and 
produced 17 books of collected writings. Mr. 
Simon holds a PhD from Harvard University 
in Comparative Literature and has taught at 
MIT, Harvard University, Bard College and 
Marymount Manhattan College.

To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-
Uncensored.com website.

Richard Thieriot and Darrie Lawrence

Richard Thieriot and Margaret Nichols

 EyE ON  THEATRE

Not for Children
By JOHN SIMON

Fly Direct to Harrah’s Casino Atlantic City Airport.
45 mins. Junket from Westchester County Airport.
DETAILS: 1-866-777-9283
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND: 
Fri. Nov. 25 --> Sun. Nov. 27
(Flight,Room,Taxes,Shuttle)  *Qualifi ed Players FREE!
Which PLAYERS CARD do you have? Call us to let us know. 

*All offers based on play and availability. Mngmnt. reserves the right to change any offer anytime. (Guests must fl y with *Qualifi ed Player)
Must be 21 years or older.See tour participation agreement. 30 seater turboprop plane.  Gambling Problem ? Call 1-800-Gambler.
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CONSERVATIVE & INDEPENDENCE PARTY 
CANDIDATE

WORKING TOGETHER TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

YONKERS CITY COUNCIL 
                                         5TH DISTRICT

C E R R A T O
 E L E C T

A VOTE STEPHEN CERRATO ON NOVEMBER 8TH  
 IS A VOTE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION

“If you are lucky enough 
to have lived in Paris as 
a young man,” ernest 
Hemingway wrote, “then 
wherever you go for the rest 

of your life, it stays with you.”
arriving in the city one January as a 

bright-eyed exchange student of 19, I had 
not yet read Hemingway’s a Moveable 
Feast. But, my short stay there, followed by 
a summer, then a year, lured me into the soul 
of the city, allowing me to forever carry its 
unique culture in my heart.

a recent summer trip to Paris was thus 
more than a return to the physical place; it was 
a journey back to a space in mind and memory.

What made this trip particularly special 
was that my girlfriend, dolly, accompanied 
me, and so I was able to see and experience 
again that feeling of love at first sight with 
the city of Light.

renée, our gracious host at the Hotel 
Nesle, where I had lived for a year as a grad-
uate student 25 years ago, greeted us warmly. 
after catching up on family news, she gave 
us a cozy room overlooking the terrace to 
the garden behind the hotel, The room also 

had a special entrance to the hotel’s hammam, 
renée’s algerian version of a Turkish bath, in 
which we luxuriated and sweated off much 
of our jet lag.

We quickly settled in to a routine: crusty 
croissants or a baguette with coffee (café 
crème for dolly, espresso for me), visit a site—
Notre dame, the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, 
the Panthéon, the Opéra, Luxembourg 
Gardens—lunch in a café, more sightseeing 
or walking, a luxurious nap, a drink at our 
favorite neighborhood bar, Le Bar dix, 
across the Boulevard st. Germain, and then 
a stroll to one of our four favorite restaurants 
in the quarter.

after a marvelous dinner one night at 
chez Fernand, in the tiny rue christine, a 

Continued on page 18

Return to the City of Lights
By LEE DANIELS

 TRAVEL

View from Panthéon, Paris

Old town in Troyes, France

Garden at Hotel Nesle, Paris Gardens at Giverny, France

http://www.mikespano.com


Page 18 THe WesTcHesTer GuardIaN THursdaY, NOVeMBer 3, 2011

Continued from page 17
stone’s throw from the hotel, which featured 
their famous pâté foie gras, arugula salad, a 
crisp sancerre, and the house rhum baba (for 
which the waiter anoints the dessert with 
rum and leaves the bottle on the table), we 
departed for Trocadéro.

In the evening twilight, as we alighted 
from the metro and approached the expansive 

esplanade overlooking the seine river, across 
from the eiffel tower, I stopped dolly and 
covered her eyes; just as I uncovered them, as 
if by magic, the tower lit up. she still asks me 
whether I had planned this. But, of course!

We had just enough time to take two 
short trips outside of Paris. The first was 
a day trip to visit claude Monet’s former 
house and its gardens in Giverny, an hour’s 
train ride from Paris.

From the train station in nearby Vernon, 
we opted to walk across the seine and along a 
footpath for about five kilometers to Giverny, 
where Monet spent the last 43 years of his life. 
The house, studio, flower garden, Japanese 
bridge, and renowned water lilies were even 
more magical than depicted in guide book 
pictures. after a leisurely stroll through the 
property and lunch outside at a nearby café, 
we were grateful to be able to take the shuttle 
bus back to the train instead of walking.

For our second excursion, we decided on 
a visit to Troyes, the capital of the champagne 
region, located 150 kilometers south-
east of Paris. at the Hotel Les comtes de 

champagne, an engaging Josée, who runs 
the hotel with her husband, welcomed us 
and showed us a brightly colored room with 
views  of the lovely slate roofs and half-
timbered houses that adorn the old town.

The next day, we hired a driver to take us 
on a tour of some vineyards in the country-
side near the city. We enjoyed the gorgeous 
landscape, dappled with bright red danse du 
feu flowers, but after stopping at several vine-
yards, we discovered that no tours were being 
given out of season.

Back in Troyes that afternoon, however, 
across from the city’s majestic cathédrale 
saint-Pierre-et-saint-Paul, with its quaint 
gardens and compelling museum, we found 
the cellier st. Pierre, a 170-year-old wine 
cellar that offers visitors tours as well as tast-
ings of the region’s famous prunelle, a liqueur 
made with sloe (blackthorn fruit).

On our last night in Paris, renée 
surprised us with a picnic dinner and wine 
in her comfortable reception, adorned with 
rustic French countryside furniture and dried 
flowers. While we ate, she asked us about our 
visit.

We described our trips to Giverny and 
Troyes, and spoke of some of the highlights 
of our short week in Paris. during a most 
exquisite stay, on only one occasion did I 
feel less than completely welcomed by the 
Parisians, who, contrary to popular opinion, 
are friendly and hospitable toward travelers 
who show an interest in the city’s rich offering 
of food, wine, music, and culture; at a nearby 
table at dinner one night, a Frenchman had 
commented to his family that he did not 
particularly care for americans.

“He has a very short memory,” renée 
replied, gazing out the large, French window 
in the reception. “americans came to this 
country during the war and gave their lives 
for the French.”

We brought flowers to renee the next 
morning before we left, a tradition. she asked 
when we would be returning, and when my 
daughter, per chance, would be coming to 
Paris.

“I hope I will see you soon. and, that I 
finally get to meet your daughter. You will 
see; one day she will walk through this door 
with her little backpack,” renée said with a 

self-assured nod.
as we said our goodbyes and embraced, 

I recalled first meeting renée 30 years ago, 
long before the hotel had undergone its 
recent extensive renovation and redecoration, 
in an era when guests would fill the reception 
each morning, seated on large hassocks and 
cushions, amid clouds of incense and arab 
music droning on a large cassette player (the 
hotel no longer serves breakfast).

In many ways, renée’s benevolent smile 
and hospitality had, like Leonardo da Vinci’s 
famous painting in the Louvre, been a fixture 
throughout my earlier stays in France: a 
summer at the hotel for an independent 
study project, followed by a year abroad when 
I also lodged there, and, some years later, a 
visit to renée’s country house in Quissac, 
in the Languedoc region, where I sat in her 
large, bright kitchen and ate bread with jam 
and coffee in the rich afternoon sun of the 
midi.

a moveable feast, indeed.

Lee Daniels is editor for ICU in Kiev, Ukraine, 
and a travel writer based in Pleasantville, NY.

Return to the City of Lights

 TRAVEL

If you Go:
Flights: STA Travel: (800) 777-0112. Trains: 
SNCF: www.voyages-sncf.com
Paris: Hotels: Hotel de Nesle, 7, rue de 
Nesle, 75006 Paris; 011 33 1 43 54 62 41, 
contact@hoteldenesle.net. Restaurants: 
Chez Fernand, 9 rue Christine, 75006 Paris, 
011 33 1 43 25 18 55. Le Temps Perdu, 54 
rue de Seine, 75006 Paris, 011 33 1 46 34 
12 08. Restaurant Crémerie Polidor, 41 rue 
Monsieur Le Prince, 75006 Paris, 011 33 1 

43 26 95 34. Pizza Cesar, 76, rue Mazarine, 
75006 Paris. Bars: Don Carlos, 66 rue Maza-
rine, 75006 Paris, 011 33 1 435 45317. Le 
Bar Dix, 10 rue de l’Odéon, 75006 Paris 011 
33 1 432 66683. Sights: Panthéon, Place du 
Panthéon, 75005 Paris, 011 33 1 44 32 18 00; 
Musée de l’Opéra, 8, rue Scribe, 75009 Par-
is, 011 33 1 71 25 24 23, www.operadeparis.
fr; Le Louvre/Palais Royale, Quai du Louvre, 
75008 Paris, 011 33 1 40 20 57 60, www.
louvre.fr. Musée d’Orsay, 62, rue de Lille, 
75343 Paris, 011 33 1 40 49 48 14, http://

www.musee-orsay.fr. Musée du Quai Branly 
(African, Asian, Oceania and American arts), 
37, quai Branly, 75006 Paris, 011 33 1 56 61 
70 00, www.quaibranly.fr/en. Claude Monet 
house and gardens, The American Museum 
(Saint-Lazare train station to Vernon), ac-
cueil@giverny.org.
Troyes: Hotels: Hotel Les Comtes de Cham-
pagne, 56, rue de la Monnaie, 10000 Troy-
es, infos@comtesdechampagne.com; Bike 
Shops: Bordier, 42 rue J. Deschainets, 011 
33 325 73 0156, or Cycles Jaillant-Venon, 49 

rue Georges Clémenceau, 011 33 325 73 30 
87. Restaurants: Le Mandarin (Chinese), 14 
rue Turenne, 10000 Troyes, 011 33 325 73 
0154; L’Alhambra (North African, Couscous), 
31 rue Champeaux, 10000 Troyes, 011 33 
325 73 1841. Sights: Cathédrale St. Pierre 
St. Paul, Place St-Pierre, 10000 Troyes, 011 
33 325 76 9818. Cellier St-Pierre, 1 Place St-
Pierre, 10000 Troyes, France, www.cellier-
saintpierre.fr. Hotel de Vauluisant, 4 rue Vau-
luisant Troyes 10000, 011 33 325 42 3333.

Architecture in Troyes, FrancePassage Dauphine, ParisChez Fernand restaurant in rue Christine, Paris

Palais Royale walkway, Paris Cellier St. Pierre, Troyes, FranceCountryside near Troyes, Franc
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 VETERANS DAy

This year the holiday 
known as Veterans day 
will be observed on Friday, 
November 11th.  

First proclaimed in 1919 by President 
Woodrow Wilson to be celebrated on 
November 11th as a holiday called armistice 
day, it marked the cessation of hostilities 
http://74.125.93.132/wiki/11_November 
between the allies and Germany in the First 
World War. 

signed in a railway car at compiègne, 
France, the armistice had taken effect in 1918 
at “the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month.”

 In 1954, the name of the american holiday 
was changed to Veterans day. In the British 
commonwealth, armistice day became 
remembrance sunday and is celebrated on the 
second sunday in November. armistice day 
(Jour de l’armistice) remains the name of the 
holiday in France and Belgium.

although the date is still widely observed 
in countries that participated in the First World 
War, many are unfamiliar with its origins. 

The u. s. in the First World War
When the u.s. declared war against 

Germany on april 6, 1917, its army was on 
a par with that of chile, denmark and the 
Netherlands. all four countries shared 17th 
place among nations in terms of army size. 

By the standards of the armies fighting in 
europe, the u.s. army was unimpressive not 
only in size but in training. It was led by elderly 
officers who had achieved fame as Indian 
fighters and were close to retirement. Few of 
the 5,000 officers and 120,000 enlisted men 
had ever fired a shot in anger. 

The country also had a National Guard 
consisting of some 80,000 ill-trained and poorly 
equipped officers and enlisted men, many of 
whom regarded it as a social organization.

By the time of the armistice, the united 
states had mobilized and trained 58 divisions, 43 
of which had been shipped overseas. Twelve of 
the latter divisions were not active combat units 
but were used to provide replacements in France. 
american divisions numbered about 27,000 
soldiers, twice the size of British, French or 
German divisions--mainly because of a lack of 
trained junior officers. 

Two out of every three american soldiers 
who reached France took part in action of some 
kind. In addition to the threat of being smashed 
and ripped apart by shrapnel from an incoming 
shell or cut down by merciless machine-gun 
fire, the average “doughboy” was perpetually 
at the mercy of the elements, the mud and the 

degradation of living in rat-infested tunnels and 
trenches into which poison gas could seep. 

His diet was unhealthy and his body was 
unwashed. Grime and filth were everywhere, 
along with the stench of rotting dead bodies 
and ubiquitous “cooties”--the body lice that 
infested his clothing.

Nevertheless, high-spirited american 
soldiers provided the fresh enthusiasm and 
surge of power needed by the battle-weary 
French and British troops to break the German 
defenses of the Hindenburg Line. The process 
of turning america’s paltry regular army into 
the strongest army on the european continent 
had been remarkable. 

Through careful planning, sheer deter-
mination and hard work this country’s small 
combat force grew tremendously. at the 
armistice, a total of 1,962,767 american 
troops were in France. 

In the 200 days between april 25, 1918-
-when the 1st division entered the front line 
to relieve the battered French First army near 
cantigny--and the armistice on November 
11th, american forces participated in 13 battles 
as part of six major campaigns. 

In the 19-month period between the 
declaration of war and the armistice, the united 
states went from a nation whose tiny army was 
unready for battle to a world power. It also paid 
a high price: 53,402 battle deaths, 63,114 other 
deaths and 204,002 wounded. 

The number of combat deaths includes 
4,452 who were counted as missing in action 
and whose remains were never found or 
could not be identified. One of that number 
rests today beneath a white marble tomb in 
arlington National cemetery in Virginia. This 
is his story.

The First Unknown Soldier
The idea of a symbolic burial honoring 

a single unknown soldier of the First World 
War originated in europe. In 1920, the British 
interred an unknown “Tommy” in Westminster 
abbey to represent the hundreds of thousands 
that had perished in that conflict. similarly, the 
French honored an unknown “poilu” at the arc 
de Triomphe in Paris.

By 1921, america had still not formally 
honored its war dead. as early as 1919, when 
Brig. Gen. William d. connor, commanding 
general of american forces in europe, first 
learned of the French plans, he proposed a 
similar project to the u.s. army’s chief of staff, 
Gen. Peyton c. March. 

General March was not enthusiastic 
about the proposal, thinking it premature. 
although the French and British had a great 
many unknown dead, he felt that the american 

army’s Graves registration service would 
eventually identify almost all american 
unknowns. 

He had been told by the Quartermaster 
General that less than two thousand american 
dead were still unidentified, and these were 
being studied. General March’s concern was 
that haste could result in the selection of a body 
that might later be identified. In addition, he 
said, the united states had no suitable national 
monument like Westminster abbey or the arc 
de Triomphe.

On december 21, 1920, congressman 
Hamilton Fish, Jr., of Putnam county, New 
York, introduced a resolution in congress 
calling for the return of the body of an 
unknown american soldier from France for 
burial with appropriate ceremonies in a tomb to 
be constructed at the Memorial amphitheater 
of arlington National cemetery. The Fish 
proposal attracted broad support from both 
parties in the House, from Gen. Pershing, 
veterans’ organizations and the press.

The New York Times later reversed its previ-
ously supportive position on arlington, arguing 
that the rotunda of the capitol would be a 
more appropriate site. “all america finds its 
way to the capitol, many americans never go 
to arlington, which being a military cemetery 
by dedication, can hardly be the ‘Westminster 
abbey of america’s heroic dead.’”

The measure was signed into law in the 
waning days of the Wilson administration. 
congressman Fish wanted ceremonies to be 
held on Memorial day, but secretary of War 
Newton d. Baker thought the date was prema-
ture. The congressman tried again through 
the newly appointed secretary of War, John 
W. Weeks, who replaced Baker after President 
Warren G. Harding took office. 

Weeks also rejected Memorial day 
and opted for a ceremony to be held on 
armistice day, November 11, with the 
selection of the unknown soldier to be 
carried out on October 24.

Four unidentified bodies were exhumed, 
one from each of four american military 
cemeteries, aisne-Marne, Meuse-argonne, 
somme and st. Mihiel, and were taken by 
truck to the city hall at chalons-sur-Marne, 
where american Quartermaster corps Major 
robert P. Harbold, chief of field operations, 
awaited them. The War department took 
elaborate measures to prevent any possibility of 
identification at some future date of the military 
cemetery from which each had been exhumed. 

The outside of the building had been 
draped with French and american flags. Inside, 
the halls and corridors were ornamented with 
potted palms and more flags. a catafalque--the 
stand on which a casket is placed--had been set 
up in the main hall. another room was deco-
rated to hold the caskets of the four unknown 
soldiers, and a third room was prepared in 
which the chosen unknown soldier would be 

transferred to a casket shipped from the united 
states.

French troops carried the four shipping 
cases from the trucks into the city hall. The 
four gray steel caskets were then removed, set 
on top of the shipping cases and draped with 
american flags. six american NcOs arrived 
from american occupation headquarters in 
coblenz, Germany, to serve as pallbearers. 

acting on Major Harbold’s orders, 
French soldiers rearranged the caskets so each 
rested on a shipping case other than the one 
in which it had arrived. Now there was little 
chance that anyone would know the cemetery 
from which the unidentified remains came.

The selection ceremony was not sched-
uled to take place until the following day. 
at 11 o’clock on the morning of Monday, 
October 24, a large group was waiting, 
including officers of the French and american 
armies, and local officials. a French military 
band in the courtyard played chopin’s doleful 
funeral March, 

Originally, a commissioned officer was 
intended to make the selection, but the plan 
was changed when the americans learned 
that the French had used an enlisted man 
to choose their unknown soldier. Major 
Harbold selected sgt. edward F. Younger, one 
of the men who had arrived from coblenz, to 
perform that duty.

sergeant Younger had fought in four 
of the american offensives and wore two 
wound stripes as well as the distinguished 
service cross, the second highest military 
decoration awarded for extreme gallantry and 
risk of life in combat. He entered the room 
where the four caskets lay in state, carrying a 
spray of pink and white roses, presented by a 
Frenchman who had lost two sons in the war. 

slowly circling the four caskets three 
times, he paused, laid the flowers on the 
second coffin from the right and saluted 
smartly. sergeant Younger later recalled that 
he had a feeling that the dead soldier he chose 
was someone he had known. “I walked around 
them three times. suddenly I stopped.  It was 
as though something had pulled me. a voice 
seemed to say, ‘This is a pal of yours,’“ he 
said. “I still remember the awed feeling I had, 
standing there alone.”

Immediately after the selection was made, 
the six american pallbearers raised the casket 
onto their shoulders and carried it to another 
room where the body was removed from its 
steel coffin by senior officers and placed in 
an ebony casket inlaid with silver. It bore the 
simple phrase “unknown, but to God.”

draped with the stars and stripes, the 
casket containing the unknown soldier was 
carried to the lobby of the city hall, where it lay 
in state with the spray of roses atop the casket. 
The steel caskets of the other three unknowns 

Continued on page 20
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Continued from page 19
were returned to shipping containers and taken 
by truck to the Meuse-argonne american 
Military cemetery for immediate reburial.

Going Home
The body sgt. Younger had chosen as 

the unknown soldier lay in state for several 
hours, watched over by a small contingent of 
american and French soldiers. after brief 
tributes by the mayor of chalons-sur-Marne 
and other officials, the casket was placed on 
a flag-draped gun caisson drawn by four 
jet-black horses. escorted by French and 

american troops, the cortege moved along 
the rue de Marne to the railroad station as 
a French military band played the funeral 
march from Peer Gynt. 

dismounted French cavalry lined the 
route to the station. still bearing the spray of 
roses, it was lifted aboard a special train for 
the journey to the port of Le Havre, by way 
of Paris. The train left chalons-sur-Marne 
at 4:10 p.m. and arrived in Paris about three 
hours later. after ceremonies in Paris the 
next morning, the special train left Paris in 
midmorning and arrived at Le Havre about 
1:00 p.m.

a procession took the body from the 
station to the Quai d’escale, where the 
american cruiser Olympia was waiting, 
the entire ship’s company lining the rails. 
Launched in 1895, the Olympia, admiral 
dewey’s old flagship at the Battle of Manila 
Bay in the spanish-american War, was 
capable of doing only 20 knots.

reverently, as chopin’s funeral march 
was played again, the casket was placed on 
the flower-bedecked stern of the Olympia for 
the voyage back to america. 

escorted by the two-year-old american 
destroyer Reuben James (which would 
later be torpedoed by a German u-boat in 
October of 1941 before the u.s. declared 

war on Germany), and eight French naval 
vessels, the Olympia put to sea. as the cruiser 
cleared the harbor, it received a 17-gun salute 
from a French battleship and another as 
the escorting French ships dropped astern 
outside French territorial waters. 

The unknown soldier was at last on his 
way home.

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a two-part series 
on the Unknown Soldier. Look for the second part 
in next week’s issue of The Westchester Guardian.

Robert Scott, a semi-retired book publisher and 
local historian, lives in Croton-on-Hudson.

Armistice Day and the First Unknown Soldier 
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 VETERANS DAy

This past week county 
executive rob astorino’s 
office put together a shared 
Municipal services expo for 
school districts and munici-

palities. The purpose was to make local entitites 
aware of the myriad of opportunities to team 
up with the county and/or other municipalities 
to achieve cost savings and run more efficient 
operations.

The underlying goal was to maintain the 
level of services that Westchester residents 
desire by reducing the cost of government 
through collaboration with the ultimate goal of 
shedding our dubious distinction as the highest 
taxed county in the united states.

For our Village, collaborative efforts with 
the county seem most promising in the areas 
of public works, printing, technology, planning, 
record keeping and purchasing.

at the present time, we are taking advan-
tage of some of the offered programs and plan 
to participate in those that were new to us.

The following is just a smattering of 
the breadth and depth of the shared services 
now offered by the county that have value to 
Bronxville.
•  The county archives and record 
Management Office provides scanning services 
to municipalities to preserve rare books and 
documents.
•  The county clerk’s office has a web-based 
program – records On-line – which allows 
municipalities to access data ranging from 
deeds to maps to legal summonses.
•  The Information Technology division offers 

municipalities digital printing and graphic 
design services.
•  In the area of environmental services, the 
county offers many shared opportunities 
including the use of a Hazardous response 
Team which respond to situations such as 
chemical spills or suspicious mail. The county 
provides a mobile electronic waste pick-up and 
paper shredder service as well as the transpor-
tation of yard waste from municipalities to 
composting sites.
•  The county Public Works department 
will design and produce various types of traffic 
signage for nominal fees as well as assist in local 
traffic studies.
•  The Bureau of Purchase and supplies hosts a 
website that posts more than 100 contracts that 
are available for municipalities to utilize.

along with other area Mayors, Town 
supervisors, county personnel and BOces 
and school Board Members, I sat on a panel 
to share our individual collaborative experi-
ences. The following are just some of the issues 
discussed:
•  The need to have the state mesh shared 
services regulations for local governments with 
those of the department of education so that 
municipalities can better share services and 
purchasing with local school districts. This is 
clearly an area of untapped potential savings.
•  The difficulty in joint purchasing of equip-
ment with neighboring municipalities because 
often the expensive piece of equipment is 
needed by each municipality at the exact same 
time or season. examples that fit this limita-
tion include leaf vacuum machines and snow 

removal equipment.
•  all panelists agreed that as an overlay, we need 
to share our intellectual capital as well as finite 
goods with each other - in essence help each 
other so we do not have to reinvent the wheel 
when an issue arises. In that vein, politics must 
be cast aside in the spirit of non-partisan coop-
eration to foster the generous transfer of ideas, 
information and past experience.

Though some of these items seem small in 
the abstract, when taken in the aggregate, there 
is real potential for tax savings.

Philosophically, the whole concept of 
shared services is an interesting one, especially 
when it is linked to the consolidation concept.

certainly, making joint purchases for office 
supplies is a no-brainer, as is joint purchasing 
of expensive specialty equipment such as sewer 
cleaners.

It is important, obviously, to save money 
but it is also equally important to preserve the 
unique characteristics of one’s community 
and those attributes that make it the desirable 
choice for residents to live. Like most things in 
life, it is a balancing act and we will always be 

mindful here at Village Hall to preserve what 
makes Bronxville, Bronxville while at the same 
time availing ourselves of opportunities for 
municipal partnerships that will help decrease 
the local tax burden.

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR 
RESIDENTS

There are only two weeks left to register 
with FeMa for possible Federal disaster assis-
tance resulting from Hurricane Irene. October 
31, 2011 is a firm deadline. some residents have 
now found that insurance payments came up 
short or undiscovered damage has appeared just 
recently, so these two weeks leave a window to 
get initial or added claims into FeMa.

To register, call the FeMa Helpline at 
1-800-621-3362, open seven days a week from 
7aM to 10PM or register on-line at www.
disasterassistance.gov.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have suggestions or 
comments, consider directing your perspective by 
email to mayor@vobny.com.

Shared Municipal Efficiencies
By MARy C. MARVIN

 GOVERNMENT MAyOR MARVIN’S COLUMN

although the New 
rochelle League of 
Women Voters stated 
personal questions were 
not allowed at its Mayoral 
forum, Mayor Noam

Bramson (democrat) made several 
personal attacks on his opponent,

councilman richard st. Paul (republican) 
in his replies. The questions, which 
were composed by the two candidates, 
according to the moderator, susie rust of 
the scarsdale League of Women Voters, 
had to be “substantive” and not “personal.” 
The League also posed some questions.

Continued on page 21
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residents supported the 
ambulance tax district for an 
assortment of reasons, not 
the least of which was to save 
OVac. But we all wanted 

strict oversight and control of finances, particu-
larly with regard to tax increases.

31%. Over the course of the tax district’s 
two-year existence our ambulance taxes have 
risen by 31%. a tax hike of this magnitude is 
unconscionable. But, as the saying goes, “You 
ain’t seen nothing yet!”

On Tuesday, October 18th representatives 
of the tax district met to request an addition, 
illegal, 10% spending increase. We have a 2% 
tax cap in place to prevent just these examples 
of government overreach. But we can expect as 
much from a government that operates behind 
closed doors. No public notice of the October 
18th committee meeting was ever posted. No 
media was informed. No notices were posted 
on either the Town or Village Board websites. 
No public filming of this meeting was ever 
made available. under this complete lack of 
transparency this committee was presented 
with a request to increase ambulance taxes yet 
again, and no one heard a word about it.

did you know that a Town Outside vehicle 

was given to the tax district with no compen-
sation for a year? Town Outside taxpayers are 
in no financial condition to be subsidizing the 
districts operations. during this time the Town 
Outside taxpayers, and no one else, insured 
this same car. This Town Outside piece of 
property serviced two other municipalities at 
no expense to them while the liability rested 
solely on the Town Outside. Not one member 
of the committee lives in the Town outside, 
but Town Outside property is given to them, 
without Town Board approval, at their expense. 
Town Outside taxpayers are in no financial 
condition to be subsidizing their neighbors.

a member of the Tax district committee 
should resign. someone from the Town 
Outside should be added to the Tax district 
committee in order to fairly and properly 
represent those being taxed.

Government works best when it is open 
and transparent, not closed and private. The 
government officials on the committee, 
catherine Borgia, sue donnelly, and Mayor 
Hanauer should know better. They should 
have publically announced this meeting to the 
community and also informed their respective 
boards as I received no such notice.

Peter Tripodi IV is Ossining Town Councilman. 
He is also the candidate for Ossining Town 
Supervisor (R, C, I). Learn more at the

www.PeterTripodi.com; and / or direct 
email to electpete@gmail.com.

Continued from page 20
richard st. Paul asked the first question 

to Noam Bramson’s about how he would 
address taxes, which have doubled during his 
16 years in office. Bramson answered property 
taxes were at a crisis level and there has been an 
honest effort to address this by freezing salaries, 
seeking of alternate sources of revenue, grants, 
and pursing energy efficiencies. st. Paul said 
he was proud of his work on the council and 
he would seek ways to get more money for the 
schools. among
the difficulties was the avalon 30 year tax 
abatement that did not generate school taxes 
to support children living in these buildings. 
since 2009 he and his republican colleagues 
have fought to reduce proposed city taxes: in 
2009 from a proposed 10.25% to 5.7%, in 2010 
from a proposed 8.25% to 5.6% and 2011 from 
a proposed 3.9% to 2.84%, referring specifically 
to republican councilman Lou Trangucci’s 
initiative which resulted in avalon paying 
part of its land costs to the city. Branson said, 
“Otherwise the taxes this year would have been 
an increase of 13.5%.”

Bramson asked what inspired st. Paul to 
enter public life. st. Paul reflected on his sixth 

grade teacher when the class studied Iraq and 
his desire to become an attorney. as he became 
“involved in government on capitol Hill” 
working with democrats and republicans he 
saw what good government can do and that is 
why he is running for Mayor. Bramson talked 
about his refugee parents and their sense of 
gratitude for living in a democratic society. 
New rochelle has enormous challenges and 
opportunities. 

When st. Paul asked about developers 
who contributed to Bramson’s campaign fund, 
Bramson felt it was an attack on his integrity 
and did not want to take “lectures from st. 
Paul.” Further, in his view, there was never 
any relationship between these contributions 
and what goes on in the city. He then said st. 
Paul had “minimal attendance” at the council 
meetings. st. Paul answered that Forest city 
ratner had contributed to Bramson, but it 
was the republican colleagues on council that 
had stopped him from moving the city Yard 
for his echo Bay proposal. He enumerated 
other prospective developers’ contributions to 
Bramson and concluded that he could not see 
how Bramson’s ideas would lead to any pros-
perity in New rochelle.

since the New rochelle Ida (Industrial 
development agency) is supposed to be 
independent, st. Paul wanted to know why 
Bramson had accepted campaign contributions 
from Ida members. Bramson spoke of the 
importance of attracting investments. He felt 
st. Paul’s view was harmful to New rochelle 
since almost all the new developments are 
paying taxes to the city netting $7.5 million 
each year. He retorted, “It’s over” and wanted to 
know how we are going to move forward. st. 
Paul replied it was not over until Bramson was 
gone from the council. He cited Bramson’s 14 
votes for cappelli’s Le count square project, 
which is now a block that is somewhat empty 
and desolate, and two votes for echo Bay 
despite Forest city ratner’s financial condition. 
Bramson then alluded to st. Paul’s leadership 
suggesting he should end his candidacy refer-
ring to his support in republican Party. st. Paul 
replied, “Let’s be serious” about the issues in 
New rochelle.”

an interesting question presented by the 
League of Women Voters was “What percent 
of Black voters make a Black district and is 
race a primary criteria?” st. Paul answered he 
is a voting rights attorney. In 2003 the decision 
was for an 50% minority district. The judge 
used having 50% minority residents as the legal 

standard. It was the Voting rights act of l961 
that gave minorities a voice. His opponent has 
twice voted to diminish this percent, which is 
currently 44% and not in keeping with the spirit 
of the Voting rights act. Bramson answered 
that the redistricting met the legal standard that 
meets the test.

When asked about reassessment by the 
League, st. Paul said he was not in favor of it. 
He added, what we need is more revenue such 
as more small businesses in downtown and 
obtaining more grants. Bramson said it was the 
wrong time to consider reassessment. In the 
years ahead he wants to pursue transit-oriented 
development and to update the comprehensive 
plan. He favors sustainability and the green 
lifestyle.

Former New York state assemblyman 
ron Tocci attended the forum. He thought it 
was a good debate and agreed that there was 
a need for revenue in the city. Whatever the 
outcome of the election, emphasis should be 
on gaining more retail and commercial devel-
opment and not residential. There should be a 
moratorium on residential because the infra-
structure cannot handle it. 80,000 people are 
enough for New rochelle.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.
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Opedsection

It was december of 2010. 
I was watching a segment on 
the Tea Party rallies. On the 

screen being interviewed was a little known 
current issues enthusiast known as Herman 
cain. I will never forget when he said that 
there might be a “dark horse” candidate in the 
running for the White House. It was then 
that I knew this man was going to run for the 
republican nomination for president in 2012. 
I carefully take my time to digest the views 
of various candidates throughout an election 
process. This is done so as to make sure the most 
accurate and heartfelt choice is made when 
determining who I will support and publically 
endorse. However, there was something about 
this future candidate that led me to abandon 
my typical process of choosing a political figure 
to support. For some unknown reason, I felt he 
would be my choice. I was right. after reading 
about him, his background, his political beliefs, 
his social beliefs, and his political ideas, my case 
for Herman cain was solidified.

as are many americans, I am frustrated 
because of many career politicians believing that 
they can “fix this nation” because they have held 
public office before. as cain describes those 
who are career politicians, “how’s that working 
out?” The nation we live in and love has come 
to the reality of needing a people’s president. 
One that knows how to start jobs, grow the 
economy, resonate with the average american, 
and believe in the purpose and importance 
of individual freedoms. cain exemplifies this 
and so much more. Having been a ceO 
for a variety of corporations, most famously, 
Godfather’s Pizza, he knows how to create 
and meet a budget, sustain a viable payroll, and 
create jobs. real world experience outweighs 
real politics. The “999” plan has faced much 
praise and criticism. However, if it is examined 
closely, it actually assists in reducing the amount 
of money owed to the government, but yet it 
provides the government with enough revenue 
to sustain a successful democratic, capitalistic 
society. His firm belief in the First amendment 
rights are crucial for american survival and his 
belief in minimizing the entitlement systems of 
the nation are needed if anyone who is willing 
to work for success is to be rewarded. as cain 
stated, “we need to move from an entitle-
ment society to an empowerment society.” 
Perhaps one of my favorite quotes from cain 

is when he refers to members of the Tea 
Party, conservatives, and others alike as the 
“defending fathers” of this great nation.

The greatest weakness of Herman cain 
is his foreign policy experience. Many criticize 
him for not being completely well informed or 
knowledgeable on the crisis in the Middle east 
with Israel, the Palestinians, as well as other 
areas with pressing issues. However, cain has 
made strong attempts to improve in this area, 
and took a tremendous step in doing that by 
visiting Israel in august of 2011. cain was also 
criticized for several remarks on various topics. 
First, they criticized him for stating that he 
wouldn’t appoint a Muslim into his cabinet. He 
later clarified by stating that he was referring to 
extremist Muslims. Here is where I get frus-
trated. The liberals of this nation need to realize, 
we are at war with a group within the Muslim 
religion. I didn’t say the religion as a whole, but 
we are fighting against a part of that religion. 
For those who don’t want to concur with that or 
state it themselves because of political correct-
ness, deal with it. a fact is a fact. all Muslims 
are not terrorists, but the terrorists are Muslim. 
There are many peaceful and patriotic Muslims 
but we can’t ignore the fact that the terrorists use 
their religion as a justification for their actions. 
Finally, cain was criticized for stating that the 
protestors on Wall street are to blame for their 

own misfortune. Personally, I have stated on my 
radio show how repulsive these protestors are to 
me. I agree with Herman cain and I’m glad he 
stuck to his statement when questioned about 
it. I will further detail these Wall street protes-
tors next week as well as explain my disdain for 
them.  

From when Herman cain stated that he 
may be a “dark horse” candidate, through the 
formation of his exploratory committee, to 
his declaration of a candidacy, and to his rise 
to the top of the polls, this man has remained 
my choice, and he will remain my choice. until 
next week, be safe and be well.

carmine J. Torchetti, Jr. is the host of 
The conservative Torch radio Program on 
WGrN, the Westchester Guardian radio 
Network. although very successful thus far, 
carmine seeks to take his conservative message 
national in the future, in the hopes of aiding 
the cause of implementing common sense, 
“right” solutions to solve the problems of the 
nation. currently, carmine is a senior at Iona 
college in New rochelle, N.Y. and is a Mass 
communications major. For more information 
on the radio program and on carmine, please 
visit www.theconservativetorch.com. 

each political candi-
date vying to earn the voter’s 
support in their campaign 
effort for Mayor of Yonkers 
has been and continues to 
be the target of an amalga-

mation of detractors sworn to exact a pound 
of flesh for those they refuse to support. at 
issue before us is under what basis we are to 
judge whom would best serve The People 
of Yonkers. While there are many equations 
by which to deduce a seemingly appropriate 
endorsement worthy of our casting our indi-
vidual ballot and that of the preponderance 
of Yonkersites, gnawing at our personal and 
collective sensibilities is whether the equa-
tion we have formulated will be deduced by 
a theorem that encapsulates a majority of 
concerns and proclivities of those who bear 
themselves naked before us.

Yonkersites have to date been averse 
to admit to themselves that while we were 
having fun scheming and plotting to hobble 
an opponent, no matter the rationale, no 
matter how much they smarted from being 
outwitted by our ploys, we did not go for the 
jugular. Instead, we toyed with each other 

for the fun of it. We had no plan; no vision. 
Our hunger to exact blood may have caused 
embarrassment, even pain. It satiated our lust, 
but it resolved nothing. In fact, we maintained 
the failed status quo.

The quality of life issues we spoke to 
eluded our abilities to bring them about. Our 
need for economic development was also 
extolled as the route to our salvation, yet the 
road has yet to be travelled. The taxpayer-
funded efforts garnered nothing more than a 
kumbaya-like celebration of those on one side 
of an argument without deference to the often 
non-loyal adversaries amongst us.  despite 
the heated vocabulary hurled at one another, 
there was a bond of respect and loathing that 
consumed our antagonisms between each 
other and against each other. It is a dance we 
still dance with exuberance, passion, and ease. 
We have unwritten rules demanding public 
silence. We hurl the epithets that are meant to 
stick onto our opponents every election cycle. 
It is all meant to look real. The reality is that 
we do not have the backbone to more than toy 
with one another. We can’t handle the truth. 
Our conduct has evolved toward knowledge 
of the invisible line that may not be crossed. 
We fight not to right a wrong but only to be 
on the winning team. We relish the surge of 
the adrenalin rush; the testosterone and / or 
estrogen flow. We have learned to play the 
“game” so well; we often do not recognize 

that we are pained by the intensity by which 
we attempt to diminish our adversaries. This 
is not a new insight. It is however, the reality  
we created for each other that moved from 
the conceptual realm to reality. The reality is 
we are living in a fish bowl with little hope of 
creating a nurturing environment that would 
engage our needs, desires, and goals.

attempting to keep us under their thumb, 
politicians have employed every tactical 
maneuver to deflect our attention from the 
ills that were banging at our door. We did our 
part, we kept the faith, that is except for some 
malcontents and “naysayers.” We vented by 
speaking amongst ourselves. some would 
even go so far as to speak to the powers that 
be. We attempted to find a way, but with each 
inventive move, that is speaking privately 
one-to-one, and because of the assurances we 
got, we maintained our support for the very 
people that did us harm. We were so sure that 
“good” would come from our “talk,” that we 
told anyone who would listen that this official 
was wonderful and that we, too, must believe 
in their goodness and effectiveness for us all. 
When we learned we were had, we were too 
embarrassed to admit it to ourselves, worse 
still; we could not share our insight with our 
friends or neighbors. raised by the principals 
of our houses of worship, we chose not to 
speak ill of those we permitted to rule over us. 
We were silenced! Where were we to turn? 

Had we so outwitted ourselves that we no 
longer mattered? It seemed that way. It is now 
days from the November 8, 2011, General 
election. Time is short.

standing before us are men who would 
preside, with our blessing, that is, our vote to 
create a vision for Yonkers; and unravel the 
concerns the malaise that has kept us ill for 
at minimum two decades. They are carlo 
calvi, John Murtagh, and Mike spano. each 
has some merit; each has garnered demerits; 
perceived or real.

carlo calvi came onto the Yonkers 
consciousness years ago. He served briefly on 
the Yonkers city council and the Westchester 
county Board of Legislators. He is a lawyer, 
engineer and a developer. some would learn 
to cheer his discerning eye while others would 
cast disparaging comments about him, most 
often beyond his hearing range. despite such 
a backdrop, Mr calvi dusted off the cobwebs 
of the past and insinuated himself into the 
political discourse, such as it is, in what some 
would say were “concepts” to capture the 
voter’s hearts and minds. The concepts would 
not mesmerize the voter. Mr calvi for all his 
passion and resolve has failed to captivate the 
voter.

John Murtagh, a lawyer, and the present 
term-limited Yonkers city council Minority 
Leader came onto the political scene about 

Continued on page 23
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Fidelis Medicare Advantage plans include
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Quality Health Coverage
• Thousands of quality doctors and hospitals in

our growing network (search our online provider 
directory at fideliscare.org)

• $5 copay for visits to your primary care doctor 
• $750 Flexible Spending Benefit
• $0 copay for preventive lab tests 
• Personalized service...we’ll meet with you in

the comfort of your own home 

The benefit information provided herein is a brief summary, not a comprehensive description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Benefits, formulary,
pharmacy network, premium and/or     copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1, 2013. Please contact Fidelis Care for details. 

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract.

It’s Our Mission.
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eight years ago. He made a name for himself 
by bringing about the adoption of term-
limits. He was one of the first among those 
who stood before the Yonkers voter who 
exuded the qualities that we admired. He 
was educated, a family man, he was inde-
pendently minded; it was inferred he had 
the intestinal fortitude and the backbone to 
stand up for Yonkersites. It started out that 
way. He used his intellect to critically outwit 
the administration its failings. He was not shy 
to expose them in diminished measure, but 
ever so slightly. In time Yonkersites would 
recognize his slowly turning in support of a 
self-indulging, non-benevolent administra-
tion whose claimed concern for Yonkersites 
had not been delivered. When he capitu-
lated to the “strong mayor” and the failing 
of present Yonkers Mayor Phil amicone, his 
credentials were prostituted by an administra-
tion that was quick to exact compliance, or 
mete out retribution for his not falling into 
line. When Mr Murtagh became uncomfort-
able being played, he returned to the comfort 
of a public that was by then suspicious of him, 
eyeing him less worthy of their support. His 
welcome was cold. Mr Murtagh recoiled, 
returning to the bosom of Mayor amicone 
and “the my way, or the highway” demeanor.  

Mr Murtagh was being played, and played 
hard.  He played his part, he was diminished 
by their “lies” and their feigned support of 
him. He chose to align his faltering star with 
those who were threatened by the embers 
of independence that are now extinguished 
within him. It was Mr Murtagh who doused 
water upon those embers. When he walked 
out on a Yonkers firefighter who was critical 
of his conduct as a councilman during the 
public comments period, and again when he 
blatantly walked out on Yonkers Fire captain 
James Brady weeks later when the captain 
began to speak to the Yonkers city council. 
His political career was dead.

On the other hand, Mike spano, the 
incumbent New York state assemblyman, 
has become the “can do” poster child for a 
majority of Yonkersites. He exudes a friendly 
demeanor, Yonkersites attest confrontation, 
particularly in public; he is a family man, and 
carries a family name that exudes a polished 
patina for some and a tarnished reputa-
tion among others. He is either loathed or 
admired. His resume in office vacillates from 
ho-hum, to “he is such a nice guy.” despite 
the criticism - some valid, others not, Mr 
spano has become the “darling” of Yonkers. 
He is the embodiment of the bridge-builder, 
though not an engineer; he is the savior of 
our fiscal ills, though he cannot print money; 
once written off for dead, Mr spano has 

resurrected a name with which to be reck-
oned.  The shame of it all is that the process 
during this mayoral election cycle was dismis-
sive of the electorate. Kicked to the curb, 
Yonkersites again played their role of taking 
sides; rooting for one political camp over 
another. changing sides as the political winds 
extinguished the viability of one campaign 
effort over another.

The issues most pertinent to the 
Yonkersites overall have not been discussed or 
mentioned. every concern has been glossed 
over. The political party mechanisms have 
succumbed to the non-aggression pacts by 
which they survive in perpetuity.

The legacy of Yonkers “powerful” family 
names usurped the political party system that 
we had at one time believed were our allies. 
We found that for whatever true or imagined 
prowess and patronage, the parties have been 
the whores that choked the life’s blood from 
Yonkers moving ahead. It is our submission 
and deference to power that exacts a tinge of 
greed that has kept us from the quality of life 
we profess to be entitled.

Yonkersites have chosen Mike spano our 
next mayor. scream all you want; attempt to 
diminish his chance to right that which is 
wrong… allege corruption, finger-point, do 
what you will. remember that it was you and 
I who created Mike spano. despite the criti-
cism; in fact, because of the criticism, I believe 

he will show Yonkers how to get it done.
Mike spano is a must for Mayor of 

Yonkers because of his integrity as a human 
being, his life’s experience, his belief in 
bringing the spano name to its zenith, his 
love of Yonkers, and his benevolence to 
Yonkersites all.

achieving a functioning template for the 
city of Yonkers may in reality fall more upon 
those elected to the Yonkers city council. 
They need not capitulate to a mayor should 
he run foul of the aspirations of its citizens 
or, God forbid, trespass on the Yonkers city 
charter. They must all get along amongst 
themselves and the executive. They must each 
hold the feet of each other to the fire. Most 
importantly, the voter must speak more often 
than every four years. Yonkersites must be 
engaged every day over government conduct 
ascribed in our name with praise, as well as 
criticism. One rather than the other has 
brought Yonkers to the precipice by which 
our opportunities for advancement as indi-
viduals and as a community have been dashed 
in years gone by.

When you see something, speak up!
stay engaged; vote on November 8, 2011. 

Never allow anyone to silence you. It is all 
about us.

One cannot refute that Yonkersites have 
chosen Mike spano to lead us toward a better 
time at the most trying of times.

knowing What Is Best
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On september 24, a police 
commander was caught on 
video pepper-spraying four 
penned-in women who were 
part of an Occupy Wall street 

demonstration. The police commander was 
given a so-called command discipline offer in 
lieu of a department trial: the loss of ten vaca-
tion days, his to accept or reject. You can be sure 
he will accept it. He would be a dope not to.

The commander used pepper spray 
“outside departmental guidelines” said Paul J. 
Browne, the Police department spokesman. 
at a departmental trial, he would be subject to a 
wide array of penalties, reported the Times.

I believe that he should, in fact, be 
demoted. as a commander, he has a responsi-
bility to convey to the troops how they should 
handle themselves and he has failed to carry 
out that responsibility. The other side of that 
coin is the punishment of protesters who have 
been arrested for violating the law. The Times 
of October 19 in the same article reported, 
“On Tuesday afternoon, a few hundred people 
marched to the offices of the Manhattan 
district attorney, cyrus r. Vance, Jr., calling for 
him to drop the criminal charges against people 
arrested during the protests.”

I urge him not to do that. I believe in the 
right of engaging in non-violent civil disobe-
dience, but those who engage in it must be 
prepared to pay the penalty. a moderate money 
penalty where the action was non-violent; 
jail where it was violent. There is always the 
tendency where large numbers of people are 
involved and they demand trials instead of 
accepting the modest fines usually provided, 
or an acd adjourned in contemplation of 
dismissal, where the judge rules if the defen-
dant has no further problem with the law for 
the next six months, the charge will be auto-
matically dismissed. Providing amnesty instead 
because of fear of the government of tying up 
the courts with trials, in my judgment, only 
breeds contempt of the law.

an issue shortly to be determined, reports 

the Times of October 18, is “whether the 
licenses for the two reactors, Indian Point 2 and 
3, in Westchester county, should be extended 
for 20 more years.” The plant sits on a geolog-
ical “fault,” meaning it is prone to an earthquake 
occurring.

I am for closing the plant down. Governor 
andrew cuomo is for shutting the plant down. 
New York city is within 50 miles of the nuclear 
reactors. The city, with its 8 million residents, 
could never be evacuated in a timely way. The 
Japanese Fukushima nuclear plant blew up 
because an earthquake and a tsunami occurred 
at the site simultaneously, shutting down the 
backup generators that would have kept the 
reactors cool. While it is true there is little like-
lihood of a tsunami occurring at Indian Point, 
there was no tsunami at the chernobyl plant 
that blew up in the ukraine, devastating a huge 
area and making it uninhabitable for genera-
tions yet to come.

some worry that we won’t be able to replace 
the 20 percent of our electricity provided to the 
power grid by Indian Point. I have no doubt 
economic incentives will replace the missing 
energy very quickly. and if it doesn’t, I would 
rather continue to live in New York city with 
less energy and comfort than move elsewhere. 
Who was the stupid bureaucrat who gave the 
okay to build the plant in a quake prone area? Is 
he still in government making decisions?

It is sad that so many americans simply 
cannot accept the need to fund and develop 
fossil fuels here in the u.s. Many simply believe 
we should not use the deposits of oil and natural 
gas that are to be found on and off our own 
shores. We now know that natural gas is to be 
found in abundance in the northeast. Governor 
andrew cuomo’s commission has decided 
that some areas, e.g., water resource areas in 
New York, should be off limits to hydrofracking 
which releases the natural gas because water 
resources are vital and cannot ever be placed in 
the slightest of jeopardy. But other areas can be 
developed, says the commission, with little or 
no danger and should be. I support the report. It 
would be nice to live in a totally pristine world, 
but that is not the real world. The real world 

involves choices and compromises.
The single greatest danger to President 

Obama’s reelection is, without question, the 
economy, and in particular, ongoing unemploy-
ment, which is now at 9.1 percent, representing 
about 15 million people out of work. President 
Obama didn’t cause the Great recession and 
the plummeting of our employed workforce. 
But in election politics, you get credit for a sound 
and thriving economy, even if you had little to 
do with making it happen and conversely, you 
are held responsible for a failing economy, even 
if you had little to do with making it happen. 
When I was Mayor in 1978 and the 11 years 
following, I believed that the best assist govern-
ment could give a declining economy was to 
get out of the way and allow the private sector 
to work its magic. That doesn’t mean you 
end regulation or leave consumers without 
protection. But there are regulations that are 
harmful to business not of great consequence 
to consumers. Hearings should be held on such 
regulations giving businesses and the public an 
opportunity to be heard. The major impedi-
ment to an economy is a bureaucracy that takes 
more time than necessary to do its decision-
making and takes too much time to issue 
approvals and provide the required government 
inspections. For all businesses, time is money. 
at every level of government, there should be 
investigations into the issue of whether govern-
ment personnel and government regulations 
are unreasonably holding up private sector 
companies from legitimately developing, oper-
ating and expanding their businesses.

The federal deportation program known 
as secure communities, which both the city 
of New York and the state of New York have 
rejected and will not participate in, requires, 
according to the Times of October 19, the 
“fingerprints of anyone booked after arrest by 
local police [be] checked against F.B.I. crim-
inal databases and also against department of 
Homeland security databases, which record 
immigration violations.”

The officials of the federal program said that 
“55 percent of the immigrants deported were crim-
inal convicts, including 51,620 people convicted of 

felonies like homicide, drug trafficking and sexual 
offenses…Of the remaining illegal immigrants 
deported, the great majority were arrested soon after 
they crossed the border illegally or had returned ille-
gally after being deported.”

The university of california, Berkley, law 
school, and the Benjamin N. cardozo school 
of Law in New York issued a report that 
found “that about a third of around 226,000 
immigrants who have been deported under 
the program known as secure communities 
had spouses or children who were united 
states citizens, suggesting a broad impact 
from those removals on americans in Latino 
communities.”

If the officials operating the program are 
factually correct in their analysis of who was 
deported, I believe the program is worthwhile 
and should be supported, notwithstanding that 
the deportee is married to an american citizen 
or has american-born or naturalized children. 
Knowing the tenor of academia today, I would 
be surprised if the schools issuing the report did 
not also support amnesty for illegal aliens and a 
“path to citizenship,” which most americans do 
not support. President Obama is one who does 
support amnesty and a “path to citizenship,” so 
hopefully, his program is being administered in 
a humane, intelligent way. If not, let’s do so, but 
not end the program.

I am a supporter of legal immigration – my 
parents were immigrants—and an opponent 
of illegal immigration. We should expand 
legal immigration, but not open our borders 
to anyone who wants to enter illegally. I have 
no doubt we can improve our detention system 
in which we place illegal immigrants, but 
ending deportations, except for those who have 
committed violent crimes, as some suggest, is 
a current example of senator Pat Moynihan’s 
wise insight contained in his phrase, “defining 
deviancy down.” Let’s make immigration work 
for america.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served 
New York City as its 105th Mayor from 1978 
to 1989.

 ED kOCH COMMENTARy

By ED kOCH

Generally Speaking, Government Best Helps the Economy By Getting Out of the Way

The city’s antiquated pension 
system has long been in need of 
streamlining and updating. The 
agreement reached yesterday 

(Ocober 27, 2011) by Mayor Bloomberg, 
comptroller Liu and leading labor unions 
provides hope that 2012 will be a year of 
pension reform, but such hopes have previously 
arisen and been dashed on the rocks of political 
reality.

New York city employees have different 
pension plans, all under the management of the 
city comptroller: the employees’ retirement 
system (NYcers), the Teachers’ retirement 
system (Trs), the Police Pension Fund 
subchapter 2, the Fire department Pension 
Fund subchapter Two, and the Board of 
education retirement system (Bers). each 
pension fund is financially independent of the 
others and has its own board of trustees, which 

include city officials and relevant union leaders. 
In general, the city and the unions have roughly 
equal authority over the funds.

sometimes the city and union leaders work 
jointly on pension matters, while at others they 
are in disagreement, a difference largely based 
on the relationship between the mayor and the 
comptroller at the time.

Historically, the city’s mayors and comp-
trollers have been at odds more often than 

they have been united. The comptrollership 
has been used as a stepping-stone for mayoral 
candidates and under those circumstances it is 
not uncommon for the mayor and the comp-
troller to disagree on issues.

The last comptroller, Bill Thompson, left 
office in 2009 after a close but unsuccessful 
effort to defeat Mayor Bloomberg‚s bid for a 
third term. The subsequently disgraced and 
convicted alan Hevesi sought the mayoralty in 
2001, but ran a poor fourth in the democratic 
primary, losing to Mark Green, Freddy Ferrer 
and Peter Vallone, who all lost to Bloomberg.

Liz Holtzman was defeated for reelection 
as comptroller in the 1993 democratic primary 

Continued on page 25
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by Hevesi, who raised integrity issues against her. 
she never ran for mayor, but was defeated as the 
democratic nominee for u.s. senate in 1980 
by al d’amato and in the 1992 democratic 
Primary for senate by robert abrams. Her 
predecessor as comptroller, Harrison J. Goldin, 
made a bid for the office in 1989, finishing 
fourth in the democratic primary behind 
richard ravitch (3rd), incumbent mayor ed 
Koch (2nd) and david dinkins, the eventual 
mayoral winner. Goldin had succeeded abe 
Beame, the only comptroller in city history to 
ascend to the mayoralty since consolidation in 
1898.

It is one thing for public officials to disagree 
on a policy issue, a frequent occurrence, but 
another to be in chronic dispute on questions of 
investment and expenditure of public funds, in 
situations in which the outcomes can result in 
financial gaps of millions of dollars in return on 
investments. The hydra-headed current system 
leads to such results.

The relationship between third-term 
mayor Mike Bloomberg and first-term comp-
troller John Liu has been particularly chilly. 

although they cannot run against each other 
in 2013 they clearly have different visions as to 
what the city should do in the interim.

Liu has been in full-fledged campaign 
mode for the 2013 democratic nomination for 
Mayor from the day he took office 22 months 
ago. His initial act was to publicly decline a 
mayoral invitation to lunch on his first day in 
office, which, though not substantial, set a tone 
of antagonism over a non-issue. There are other 
issues, great and small, where the two men have 
differed. One chronic bone of contention deals 
with the comptroller’s issuing reports faulting 
the conduct of a mayoral agency. The press asks 
the mayor to respond, and he generally does.

Whatever justification for a particular 
dispute it seems clear that the mayor and the 
comptroller are often on opposite tracks in their 
judgment of the city’s financial crisis and the 
way for it to dig itself out of the mess. The mayor 
sees the solution as based on reducing expenses 
and increasing renevue with an economy that 
gets better, while the comptroller believes the 
city can survive the recession by continuing to 
spend as it has done in the past.

Of course, all this may change in the 

next few months, since 
new economic data is 
constantly arising and 

influencing the stock market, corporate earn-
ings, and tax receipts. The financial situation 
may improve, or deteriorate.

The tentative agreement reached yesterday 
between the mayor and the comptroller will 
require considerable fine-tuning in addition to 
approval by the state Legislature in albany. It 
is by no means complete and dispositive of the 
main issues that have arisen. It does indicate a 
desire to reach common ground and the recog-
nition that the city’s urgent and continuing 
fiscal troubles require more savings to be made 
without endangering the pension system.

some watchers believe that the decisions 
announced yesterday are not real, but a paper 
gloss over a more severe situation designed to 
buy a few months breathing room in which city 
and state officials will work out a more compre-
hensive reform. Of course, if the financial 
situation improves over the next several months 
to the extent that these measures will not be 
fully required, so much the better.

The working agreement announced 
yesterday will require the relinquishment of 
some authority by the comptroller, who now 

possesses almost plenary authority in making 
investment decisions for the $120 billion that 
remains in the city’s pension accounts. It is a rare 
for public officials to spontaneously limit their 
authority in any way, unless they are required 
to do by law enforcement or other external 
authorities.

Liu has been under fire in the press in 
recent weeks for alleged fundraising irregulari-
ties, including taking campaign contributions 
from certain donors under the name of others in 
order to increase the amount of matching funds 
he would receive from the city’s campaign 
Finance Board. If he made concessions as the 
result of current political weakness, it remains to 
be seen whether he will adhere to them when 
his own situation improves.

It should always be remembered that every 
high political office is but a few steps from 
the grand juries’ chambers in the county court 
houses. The higher one rises in the system, the 
more vulnerable one is to accusations of various 
types of misconduct.

The trouble is, as we say in rule 32, that 
some of the charges are likely to be true

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct email 
to him at mailto:starQuest@NYcivic.org. 
Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing at New York civic.
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According to any standard 
encyclopedia, democracy is 
defined as a form of govern-
ment in which all the people 

have an equal say in the decisions that affect 
their lives. Such decisions are arrived at through 
the ballot box as we vote for those whom we 
believe represent our economic, social and 
cultural aspirations. The term comes from the 
Greek, demos (people) and kratos (power). On 
the other hand, theocracy (theos, meaning God, 
and kratein, meaning to rule) describes a form 
of government in which the official policy is to 
be governed by divine guidance or by officials 
who are regarded as divinely guided, or simply 
pursuant to the doctrine of a particular religious 
sect or religion. It seems to me that there is an 
inordinate amount of religious references in the 
current GOP primary campaign. 

recently, anita Perry, wife of the Texas 
Governor rick Perry, GOP candidate for presi-
dent, gave a tearful speech in which she said her 
husband really didn’t want to run for the highest 
office, but she finally persuaded him. Her 
convincing argument included a message from 
the burning bush (a reference to the Biblical 
passage about what Moses saw when God 
told him to lead the Israelites out of egypt). 
“God was already speaking to me, but he (her 
husband) felt like he needed to see the burning 

bush,” she said. The First Lady of Texas told her 
spouse, “Let me tell you something: You might 
not see the burning bush, but other people are 
seeing if for you.” as for the governor, he hasn’t 
made any claims to have heard the Lord calling 
upon him to lead americans out of their misery. 
It seems more likely that his wife is the one with 
the burning ambition to have him run. But, if 
the guy doesn’t have the fire in the belly, his wife 
shouldn’t have to invoke God to light the flame.  

I’m sure Mr. Perry is a good man who is 
as familiar with the scriptures as he is with his 
political aspirations. Furthermore, if he were to 
make that decision based on what his wife may 
have seen or heard during a moment of religious 
fervor, we’d have to wonder if those moments 
would be used to guide his decisions as presi-
dent. Moreover, every candidate in the current 
GOP primary lineup is on record as a believer. 
Most of us adhere to the moral guidelines of a 
given religion. Yet, we recoil at the thought of 
people in power forcing us to subscribe to their 
chosen religion. I had that thought a few weeks 
ago when dallas-based reverend robert 
Jeffress referred to Mormonism as a cult, saying 
that Mormons (Mitt romney) weren’t true 
christians. It turned out that Jeffress is a friend 
and supporter of Perry, making his statement, 
in addition to being an illustration of religious 
bigotry, a cynical attempt to use God as a pawn 

in the political process. although Perry, when 
pressed, said he disagrees with the “reverend,” 
he didn’t repudiate him. That’s like saying my 
friend made racist comments that I don’t agree 
with, but he’s still a welcome supporter of my 
candidacy. 

The irony in this is that while Mitt romney 
was being brutalized by Jeffress because of his 
religion, Perry’s wife was complaining that her 
husband was being brutalized because of his 
faith. The fact is that mainstream christians 
do not agree with the views of radical preachers 
like Jeffress. This clerical carper not only 
believes that Mormons are a cult from Hell, he 
also believes that Islam is an evil religion, Jews 
are doomed to never be saved, and that the 
roman catholic church is an outgrowth of 
corruption. He feels that much of what comes 
from the catholic church emanates from “that 
cult-like pagan religion … Isn’t that the genius 
of satan?” 

In other words, this guy thinks that every 
other religion is wicked, sinful, and unworthy of 
respect because his is the only true faith. sadly, 
this so-called reverend is an embarrassment to 
all decent people who feel they have the right 

to believe in the religion of their choice, or to 
not believe at all. I’ve often written about other 
“reverends” like al sharpton and Jesse Jackson, 
both of whom are charlatans in my book. In 
my opinion, Jeffress belongs in the same book. 
I like what Bill donahue, the President of the 
catholic League said: “Where did they find 
this guy? When theological differences are 
demonized by the faithful of any religion, never 
mind by a clergyman, it makes a mockery of 
their own religion. rev. Jeffress is a poster boy 
for hatred, not christianity.” 

Bob Weir is a veteran of 20 years with the New 
York Police Dept. (NYPD), ten of which were 
performed in plainclothes undercover assign-
ments. Bob began a writing career about 12 
years ago and had his first book published in 
1999.  Bob went on to write and publish a total 
of seven novels,  “Murder in Black and White,” 
“City to Die For,” “Powers that Be,” “Ruthie’s 
Kids,” “Deadly to Love,” “Short Stories of Life 
and Death,” and “Out of Sight.” He also became 
a syndicated columnist under the title “Weir Only 
Human.”

 WEIR ONLy HUMAN

Do We Want Democracy, or Theocracy?
By BOB WEIR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by directing 
email to WHyTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing to between 
350 and 500 words. your name, address, and telephone contact is 
requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor will be 
accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.
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BEDBUG DETECTION OF WEST-
CHESTER, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/4/2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process C/O Salvatore M. Di 
Costanzo McMillan, Constabiler Et Al 
2180 Boston Post Rd. Larchmont, NY 
10538. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of 339A North 
High Street LLC Articles of the orga-
nization were filed with the SSNY on 
9/13/11. Office location WESTCHES-
TER COUNTY designated as agent 
of LLC whom process against may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to LLC at POB 643 Bronx NEW YORK 
10466.

QUICK CASH PAWN USA LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/12/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess The LLC 2712 E. Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10461. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

REELWOMAN ASSETS, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
8/10/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process The LLC 
57 Worthington Rd. White Plains, NY 
10607. Purpose: Any lawful activity

DENNING PROPERTIES, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
8/4/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process C/O Mr. 
Philip Denning 191 Beech St. East-
chester, NY 10709. Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.

TLHM CONSULTING LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
8/2/2011. Office in Westchester Co. 
SSNY design. Agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process The LLC 15 
Plymouth Rd. Chappaqua, NY 10514. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Slips En-
terprises, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
8/26/11. Office loc: WESTCHESTER 
Cty. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and 
shall mail a copy of any process to 
the principal business address: 1505 
Nepperhan Ave. Yonkers, NY 10703. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

QUICK CASH OF WESTCHESTER 
AVE. LLC Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 2/18/2009. Office in 
Westchester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to The LLC 2712 East Tremont 
Ave Bronx, NY 10461 Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

Uchimsya, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 08.29.2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY de-
sign. Agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to Uchimsya LLC PO 
Box 523 Yonkers NY 10705. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

CHOCOTAKU LLC Articles of Org. 
filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
7/14/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process C/O 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228. Registered Agent: 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. 7014 13th Ave. Ste. 202 Brook-
lyn, NY 11228 Purpose: Any lawful 
activity.

BLUEBERRY HILL ACRES, LLC Ar-
ticles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/23/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess C/O Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, 
McMillan, Constabile, Maker & 
Perone, LLP 2180 Boston Post Rd. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

WISE BODY HEALTH, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/14/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
The LLC 38 E. Lake Dr. Katonah, NY 
10536. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

HYDE PARK CAPITAL ADVISORY 
LLC Authority filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 10/19/11. Of-
fice location: Westchester Co. LLC 
formed in Delaware (DE) on 9/26/11 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to The LLC 318 Cliff Ave Pelham, 
NY 10803. DE address of LLC: 16192 
Coastal Hwy Lewes, DE 19958. Arts. 
Of Org. filed with DE Secy. of State, 
PO Box 898 Dover, DE 19903. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights
1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 
450 Sq. Ft. Store $1200.
Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 
914.632.1230

Office Space Available-
Prime Location, Yorktown Heights

1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

LEGAL NOTICES

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
In the Matters of                                                                                           ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
                                                                                                                          INQUEST NOTICE
Chelsea Thomas (d.o.b. 7/14/94),                                                                 (Child Neglect Case)
Cheyenne Thomas  (d.o.b. 2/1/96) and
Michael Thomas (d.o.b. 5/18/98),                                                      Dkt Nos. NN-10514/15/16-10/11a                                                              
                                                                                                                                           NN-2695/96-10/11A   
Children Under 21 Years of Age                                                                                   NN- 2695/96-10/11A
Adjudicated  to be Neglected by                                                                                 NN-7129-10/11A
                                                                                                                                           FU No.:  22303
Tiffany Ray and Kenneth Thomas,                                                                              
                                                                                                                                          
Respondents.       

NOTICE:  PLACEMENT OF YOUR CHILD IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD.  
IF YOUR CHILD STAYS IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED 
BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, AND MAY FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONSENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES THE CHILD SHOULD BE RE-
MOVED FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RE-
SPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE CHILD; IF THE CHILD IS PLACED AND REMAINS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO 
FILE A PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMITMENT OF GUARDIAN-
SHIP AND CUSTODY OF THE CHILD FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED 
AS RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE CHILD 
AND TO SEEK ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD. 

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT [specify address(es)]:    
                                                                                                
                                                     TIFFANY RAY
Last known address:                c/o Sharing Community
                               1 Hudson Street
                               Yonkers, NY 10701
AND
                               KENNETH THOMAS
Last known address:                14 Intervale Place, Apt, #2B
                               Yonkers, NY  10705

 The petitions under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been filed with this Court alleging that the 
above-named children are neglected children. 

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appear before this Court at Yonkers Family Court located at 53 So. 
Broadway, Yonkers, New York, on the  of November 28, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. in the forenoon of said day to answer the peti-
tion and to show cause why said child should not be adjudicated to be a neglected child and why you should not be 
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Family Court Act.

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that you have the right to be represented by a lawyer, and if the Court 
finds you are unable to pay for a lawyer, you have the right to have a lawyer assigned by the Court.
 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that if you fail to appear at the time and place noted above, the Court will 
hear and determine the petition as provided by law.

Dated: October 6, 2011     BY ORDER OF THE COURT   
                                              _______ /s/    ________________ 
                       CLERK OF THE COURT

        

                                                                                                                               

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHyTeditor@gmail.com

THIS IS THE

FACE OF
A PERSON
AFFECTED BY

STROKE.
Whether the stroke is your own 

or that of a friend, parent, child, 
spouse or loved one, your life is 
affected. So learn the warning signs 
and call 9-1-1 immediately if you 
or someone else experiences them.

Call 1-800-4STROkE or visit www.strokeassociation.org
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www.westchesterguardian.com

The Number 1 Rated 
Puerto Rican Restaurant 

in Manhattan
has opened 

in 
White Plains! 

 “The Best Puerto Rican Food”
NY Post Nov. 8, 2006 

Dinner • Bar 
Entertainment

Lounge • Catering 
Private Party Room Available

Sofrito
175 Main St. , White Plains, NY.  •  Tel:  914-428-5500  •  www.sofritowhiteplains.com                                

400 East 57th Street New York, NY 10022-3019  • Tel:  212. 754.5999  •  www.sofritony.com
SAZON • 105 Reade St., NY, NY  • Tel: 212.406.1900 • www.sazonnyc.com

Monday -Thursday 4PM-11PM
Friday and Saturday 4PM-4AM

Sunday 4PM-11PM

Reserve Now for Holiday Parties!

Hours:
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