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Mission Statement
The Westchester Guardian is a weekly newspaper devoted to the unbiased reporting of 
events and developments that are newsworthy and significant to readers living in, and/or 
employed in, Westchester county. The Guardian will strive to report fairly, and objectively, 

reliable information without favor or compromise. Our first 
duty will be to the PeOPLe’s rIGhT TO KNOW, by the 
exposure of truth, without fear or hesitation, no matter where 
the pursuit may lead, in the finest tradition of FreeDOM 

OF The Press.

The Guardian will cover news and events relevant to 
residents and businesses all over Westchester county. as 

a weekly, rather than focusing on the immediacy of delivery 
more associated with daily journals, we will instead seek to 
provide the broader, more comprehensive, chronological 
step-by-step accounting of events, enlightened with analysis, 
where appropriate.

From amongst journalism’s classic key-words: who, what, 
when, where, why, and how, the why and how will drive 
our pursuit. We will use our more abundant time, and our 
resources, to get past the initial ‘spin’ and ‘damage control’ 
often characteristic of immediate news releases, to reach the 
very heart of the matter: the truth. We will take our readers 
to a point of understanding and insight which cannot be 
obtained elsewhere.

To succeed, we must recognize from the outset that bigger is 
not necessarily better. and, furthermore, we will acknowledge 

that we cannot be all things to all readers. We must carefully 
balance the presentation of relevant, hard-hitting, Westchester 
news and commentary, with features and columns useful in 
daily living and employment in, and around, the county. We 
must stay trim and flexible if we are to succeed.
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Westchester On the Level
NEW ROCHELLE, NY – The Guardian Radio Network, WGrN, operated under 
the auspices of hezi aris’ hezitorial absurdity, Inc. continues to build its programing 
day on the Blog TalkRadio platform. herein is the schedule for the week of December 
26 – 30, 2011.

richard Narog and hezi aris are your co-hosts.
Listen to our radio programs live by clicking onto the following hyperlinks:
Westchester on the Level -http://www.blogtalkradio.com/westchesteronthelevel;
each show may be heard live or on demand. choose from an MP3 download option, or peruse our 

audio archives. The hyperlink to each respective interview becomes active within a half-hour of the ending 
of an interview so as to allow for on demand listening.

recognizing that we shamelessly solicit your participation, you are invited to participate by calling us 
toll-free at 1-877-674-2436. all we ask is that you stay on topic with regard to your question and / or your 
statement.



Page 3The WesTchesTer GuarDIaN ThursDaY, DeceMBer 29, 2011

 BOOKS

Myron looks at his face on the 
poster that he’s about to tape 
to the streetlight. The large 

photo credit at the bottom states it was taken by 
his wife, Mimi, emphasizing that professionals 
do not run Myron’s campaign.

But Myron again thinks that the photo of 
him in a suit is too formal—though he wanted 
Mimi to take the photo and be able to say so 
to reporters. still, the photo also reinforces his 
small face and traditional hair style, and makes 
him especially look like a retired actuary, which 
he was. But O.K., Mimi can tell reporters that 
voters want to switch from self-serving politi-
cians controlled by large donors to a retired, 
numbers person who would make decisions 
based on the facts, who would excite the public 
over time, who had slow-building charisma.

Driving around the election district, he’d 
seen photos of the other candidate taped to 
utility poles and streetlights. his competition 
was a thirty-two-year-old attorney, a woman 
who’d worked in the city’s legal department and 
had gotten her job by connections to the present 
councilman who was retiring and supporting 
her.

Myron could say at voter meetings—
starting with their first tonight—that his 
opponent represented the continuation of polit-
ical cronyism. But Myron, a senior, would make 
changes soon and not care about establishing 
long-term donors.

his opponent—in a district half white and 
the other half african-american, hispanic and 
asian—was black and, at least on her poster, 
beautiful.

Myron drives his car to the small restaurant 
where leaders of the community association hold 
their monthly meetings and had invited Myron 
and his opponent to debate tonight. Myron 
spent nearly two hours hanging his posters, 
which candidates rarely did themselves, so when 
they ask him what he’s done today, a typical 
question, he can discuss that his campaign was 
conducted by “people who understood people 
and not politicians who understood the needs of 
politicians.”

he enters the upstairs party room of an 
Italian restaurant and sees a couple of hundred 
chairs set up divided by an aisle—and his oppo-
nent quickly comes over. Mary ellen Murphy 
introduces herself, smiling broadly. he is her 
height, and he imagines press and TV stories 
showing a short, seventy-year-old former 

actuary talking to this young, beautiful woman, 
who is his opponent.

Mary ellen Murphy is a good name to 
have here, Myron thinks. This once was a heavily 
Irish neighborhood, although today it had resi-
dents of all backgrounds. still, many voters never 
saw posters or regularly watched or read the 
news—city council elections didn’t get much 
coverage—and might believe she’s Irish on 
election Day. Myron rationalizes his thinking 
as just refusing to be at an unfair disadvantage. 
he’ll still be a different kind of open, honest 
candidate, he tells himself.

Myron waves to the woman, who is presi-
dent of the community association and stands 
across the room,

“I was just speaking to her, quite a lady,” says 
Mary ellen. “But when I saw you come in, I 
wanted to introduce myself.”

“It’s the first election campaign for both of 
us,” says Myron. “If we can keep our first debate 
tonight on the numbers, we’ll be fresh air for this 
district.” Yes, as the older candidate he should be 
the first to speak seriously; let her know who her 
opponent is.

“I’ll let you leave to speak to the president,” 
says Mary ellen. “When I left her to come to 
meet you, she said her members would be glad 
see us talking together, friendly. I know we both 
represent fresh air, like you say.”

Mary ellen shifts her weight from one leg 
to the next as she talks, and a smile never leaves 
her face, just going from very large to not that 
large. her eyes stay on his as if saying, forget her 
beauty, she’s much more.

she’s going to be tough to beat, Myron 
thinks. I like her, that’s bad.

“I want you to know I don’t intend to bring 
up our age difference,” she says. “I’m sure, with all 
your accomplishments having been a life insur-
ance actuary, you have all the energy necessary to 
do a tough campaign. Our debate should focus 
on whose ideas can grow this community, and 
our city too, and which ideas might restrain our 
growth.”

Grow and restrain, thinks Myron. her 
deliberate choice of verbs to filter into voters’ 
minds when they saw us; and which one would 
they naturally attach to the older man?

“I should go now to speak to the president 
before the debate begins,” says Myron.

“The members watching us now,” Mary 
ellen says, “the ones who know me but have 

Continued on page 4

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back— 
Chapter 32 – The Opponent
By ALLAN LUKS

communitysection

http://www.empirecitygaming.com
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Continued from page 3
never seen you, could mistakenly think you’re 
some knowing senior leader whose job is to 
advise candidates. You know, the consultants 

who are so important in elections from the 
sidelines.”

and not see me as a candidate, he thinks. 
she’ll be tough competition.

Allan Luks is a nationally recognized social works 
leader and advocate for volunteerism. He is the 
former head of Big Brothers, Big Sisters of New 
York and is currently a visiting professor at Fordham 
University, where he teaches several courses in 
nonprofit leadership. You can learn more about Allan 

Luks at http://allanluks.com. You can also 
write to him - mailto:allan@allanluks.com.

The Retired (Try To) Strike Back—Chapter 32 – The Opponent

 BOOKS

after five weeks of emotional 
decline, rapid weight loss, no 

sleep, obsessive behavior, massive anxiety and 
uncontrollable thoughts, the man who I hoped 
could save me was saying it was time to stop; this 
after a mere fifty minutes of explaining to him 
only a fraction of what I was going through. I was 
devastated. I felt like someone on death row who 
had been through years of appeals only to have his 
case dismissed after fifty minutes. I kept trying to 
reason with him that if I could stop now I would 
not need him at all.

My psychiatrist, doctor John casarino had 
just begun to bring to a close my first ever session 
with him. his next few sentences did not go 
much better for me.

“No, you are not a manic depressive and you 
are not going crazy.” he said. “You have a case of 
massive anxiety, and we will have to identify the 
feelings that are causing it, and file them away. 
anxiety is your way of dealing with stress. some 
people vomit, others pass out, you get anxiety.’

“Like this,” I replied.
John, as he asked me to call him, went on a 

little about how depression and anxiety worked. 
The gist I got was that I had avoided a lot of 
problems over the years and did not deal with my 
feelings, particularly anger and sadness, very well. 
This dynamic, I inferred, was likely the cause of 
the sheer magnitude of the symptoms I was expe-
riencing. I neither understood nor really believed 
any of this. I was still leaning towards the extremes 

of either losing my mind, verses him making 
some therapeutic statement that would bring the 
whole episode to a close.

“It will take, maybe a year, or so, for us to work 
through your feelings and understand what they 
mean.’ John proclaimed.

Now my head was spinning. First, we have to 
stop. Now, I will need a year of seeing him, which 
I had been forewarned would happen. still, worse 
than that, I did not know how I would pay for it.

In some ways the most damaging, prob-
ably inevitable result of this first day, was the 
almost infantile dependence I developed, almost 
instantly, on my psychiatrist. This is not to say 
that this development was in any way the intent 
of doctor casarino. rather it is, or was for me, an 
essential element of my illness. I was so unsure and 
desperate, that I became, in a sense, locked in. as 
much as I was afraid, and as much as I felt he did 
not understand what I was going through, I knew 
I had to embrace something; hold onto some-
thing. I was the proverbial panicked, drowning 
man grasping at the only thing still floating in my 
world. at that moment, in a not very healthy way, 
John became that floatation device and, thus, the 
most important person to my survival.

I have wrestled for thirty years with how to 
write this. so I hope this will resonate: When 
you are so afraid that you no longer feel there is 
a center to your being; when your personality has 
become so fractured that you don’t know who you 
are or what you mean; when you lose so much 

faith and belief in yourself that you no longer trust 
even what you think or feel; you become hope-
lessly impressionable and hang on to every word 
of everyone other than yourself. Their opinion 
means more than your own. Their conclusions 
about you are gospel and become your reality. 
Their anger is lethal, and their approval rings 
hollow. You look for answers everywhere but in 
yourself, a sense of self so vile and unworthy that 
you cannot possibly matter. It is the most primal 
and perverse search for a guarantee you can ever 
have. It is the total abdication of the self.

Most of this focus of looking for external 
validation became fixated on my doctor. But, in 
the early weeks and months of therapy, it was 
on anyone and everyone who would listen. The 
combination of obsessive behavior and the need 
for external validation was, to be quite forthright, 
heartbreaking. each person became a judge and 
jury, with their own verdict, requiring endless 
minutes, even hours, of response and rationaliza-
tion that went nowhere. eventually, my sessions 
with John and some long walks with my best 
friend Vince russo, refocused all my efforts back 
at the doctor’s office. This was a good, though not 
ideal development.

This dependency on the input and opinion 
of your psychiatrist is the antithesis of everything 
therapy is about. Indeed, that is what the “stare” 
is all about. It’s about what you think. It’s about 
developing your own functional and confident 
sense of self and your understandings and beliefs. 

It’s about learning how you yourself deal with 
things, and being able to handle what comes up 
in your life.

Of course, I knew none of this at the time. 
Nor did John tell me as such, which brings us to 
“it’s time to stop.” That indeed was lesson one: 
learning to live with what is bothering you and 
compartmentalizing it until the next time is part 
of the treatment.

John casarino’s decision to send me home 
after that first fifty minutes to an uncertain world 
and a fearful future were, I was to learn, calculated 
and essential. Not a day goes by that I do not 
think of John P. casarino and things he taught 
me. During the worse times in my life, it is his 
voice I hear and the skills I learned with him that 
have afforded me the opportunity to survive. he 
saved my life.

at the time, in the spring of 1975, I under-
stood none of this. I was to go home and become 
much worse, before I got better. But it was a 
beginning. a beginning that led me back to my 
childhood and the years at my biological mother’s 
house. It was also the start of the formation of the 
sense of self, as a father and a worthy person that 
would slowly turn around my life.

One more thing about the loss of the sense of 
self, perhaps best told in this way: In the popular 
movie comedy about a neurotic patient… Bill 
Murray… overly dependent on his shrink, “What 
about Bob,” there is a scene when he is tied to a 
boat mast and goes out on the lake. as he does 
this he yells out, “I sail, I can sail, I am a sailor.” Just 
fifteen years ago when I saw it, I cried.

Listen to Bob Marrone every weekday from 6:00-
8:30 am on the Good Morning Westchester with Bob 
Marrone on WVOX-1460 aM radio.

No Guarantees: One Man’s Road through the Darkness of Depression
Chapter Seventeen – “Rough Starts and Tough Love”
By BOB MARRONE

 CALENDAR

‘Twas the week after 
christmas and all through 
our house, not a creature was 
stirring, not even a mouse, 
the stockings were hung by 

the chimney with care in hopes that this week’s 
column would not need repair… and as I heard 
santa exclaim, as he drove out of sight enjoy 
this week’s “News and Notes,” and to all a good 
night! 

and of course as you know, rudolph 
the red-Nosed reindeer and his buddies are 
usually at the North Pole this time of year, as 
they finished up the biggest day and night of the 
year, but did you know that two of their friends, 
Noelle and Figgly, lesser known maybe, but just 
as real, made their way to northern Westchester 
this past week to visit the county children’s 
center in Katonah. 

Three cheers to Denise Milde of Katonah as 

she has been elected to the board of directors of 
The united Way of Westchester…

I can’t make this stuff up… “I Love NY 
Brew,” the latest campaign to help create jobs in 
New York state is being started by u.s. senator 
chuck schumer, well I am all in, where do I sign 
up…

The Bedford recreation & Parks 
Department announces their annual holiday 
Ice skating at the harvey Ice rink on January 
16th, for details call 914-666-7004.

here’s a fun family event, Mutual Of 
Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, (I remember the TV 
show), Peter Gros and his animal friends have 
thrilled folks for over 30 years and will be at the 

Paramount center for the arts on January 15th, 
for more information call 914-739-2333. 

and speaking of family fun, how about 
catching the harlem Globetrotters 2012 World 
Tour on February 14th at the Westchester 
county center, be ready to laugh out loud and 
be amazed at their hoop skills… 

If you and your kids are looking for a furry 
relief after all the holiday excitement, come 
down to the Wolf conservation center in 
south salem on Thursday December 29th. 
here kids will learn about wolf lore and their 
role in the natural world, and be able to visit with 
ambassador wolves atka, alawa & Zephyr,

Continued on page 5

News & Notes from Northern Westchester
By MARK JEFFERS
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please submit your Letter to the Editor electronically, that is by directing 
email to WHYTeditor@gmail.com Please confine your writing to between 
350 and 500 words. Your name, address, and telephone contact is 
requested for verification purpose only. A Letter to the Editor will be 
accepted at the editor’s discretion when space permits.
A maximum of one submission per month may be accepted.

Lexington Capital Associates, LLC. 
240 North Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 
Phone (914) 632-1230 fax (914) 633-0806

When was the last time  
you dealt with  

Lexington Capital Associates?

With over 50 years experience, Lexington Capital Associates 
provides loans from $1m-$150m at some of the lowest 
interest rates available in the marketplace.  

• For cash flowing loans- NO PERSONAL GUARANTEE
• 30 year payouts
• Int. only loans available

 CALENDAR

Continued from page 4
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Pre-registration is required and don’t 
forget to bring your camera!

While you are in south salem bring your 
first through fifth graders to the Lewisboro 
Library around 3:00pm so they can partake in 
Book Bingo, where book titles are used instead 
of numbers and letters. registration is required, 
for more information call 914-763-3857 or visit 
the library website.

congratulations to Jeff Nyikos as he was 
recently honored by the american cancer 
society for his hard work in battling this terrible 
disease.

here’s some good news to report, the $34 
million dollar upgrade of the cortlandt train 
station, which includes over 700 new parking 
spaces will completed next month. 

More “concrete” construction news, all three 
lanes on the route 120, $20.2 million dollar 
upgrade in downtown chappaqua are now open 
to traffic.

The hudson chorale is starting rehearsals 
for the upcoming season on Monday, January 
9th. singers (I only sing in the shower, enough 
said…) in all voice parts are invited to join 
Westchester’s largest mixed-voice choral group.

Four stars for Bedford native and 2003 

Fox Lane graduate rooney Mara as “The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo” opened nationwide last 
week. against stiff competition, rooney secured 
the lead, as Lisbeth salander opposite co-star 
Daniel craig in what is sure to be a must-see 
movie. I tried for tickets last weekend but it was 
sold out! Way to go rooney!

With New Years coming up, I am sure 
everyone is searching for the perfect New Years 
resolution, you know one that is inspiring, but 
realistic! For those of you looking to not only 
look good, but also feel good I suggest trying 
out the rosen Movement class at the Katonah 
healing arts alliance. This unique approach 
to low impact movement helps relieve stress 
and build support. classes are held on most 
Tuesdays, for more information call adrienne 
stone, P.T. at 914-232-5955.

a toast to the wonderful folks here in 
Westchester…I hope 2012 is filled with joy, 
prosperity and tons of fun…happy New Year… 
see you next week.

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch in 
2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment LLC. 
As president he has seen rapid growth of the company 
with the signing of numerous clients. He currently 
resides in Bedford Hills with his wife Sarah and 
three girls, Kate, Amanda and Claire.

News & Notes from Northern Westchester

Fontenay Chamber 
Players to Perform 
Winter Party Concert
scarsDaLe, NY -- Join the Westchester 
Musicians’ Guild for an afternoon of glorious 
music and festive refreshments on sundat, 
January 8, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. The Fontenay 
chamber Players, Flute - Maryly culpepper, 
Violin, Maria conti, harp, Wendy Kerner-
Lucas and cello, sean Katsuyama have prepared 
a program of some of the most exciting chamber 
pieces. They will perform the sonata in B minor 
by Jean-Baptiste Loeillet, the Fantasie for Violin 
and harp, Op. 124 by camille saint-saens 

and the haydn Trio #4 in F Major, Op. 11. 
reception to follow.

The scarsdale Woman’s club is located at 
37 Drake road, scarsdale, New York 10583

Ticket prices for adults are: $10.00, for 
seniors and students are

students: $5.00
Visit their website at www.

WestchesterMusiciansGuild.org for additional 
information.
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When I first met hesham 
Issawi in 2007, he was 
awash in the perfume of 
success over his first feature 
film, AmericanEast, that 

was screened in many festivals around the world, 
including the cairo Film Festival that same year. 
Travelling to and fro between Los angeles, 
where he is presently based and cairo, his home 
and birthplace, Issawi made the acquaintance 
of sherif Mandour, the film director who also 
served as a producer of two “independent” and 
acclaimed egytian films, Ein Shams by Ibrahim 

el-Batout 
,and 
Heliopolis 
by ahmad 
abdallah. 
It was a fortunate and propitious opportunity 
for Issawi to screen before Mandour for a role 
in AmericanEast, in addition to his two previous 
shorts The Interrogation and T for Terrorist. 
Moreover, Issawi shared with Mandour a new 
screenplay he had just finished: Cairo Exit, his 
first screenplay to ever take place in egypt. 

a couple of weeks later, Mandour, 

enthusiastic about the prospect of Cairo Exit, 
had Issawi start the casting process, and there-
after contactedpatrik Thelander, his longtime 
collaborator, for director of photography Patrik 
Thelander. Issawi flew from the states in order 
to start to shoot the film in the suburbs of 
cairo. In this interview, Issawi explains how this 
guerilla-style shoot made it to the competition of 
both the Dubai and Tribeca Festivals after over-
coming the obstacles local censorship. Cairo Exit 
was recently screened in arabian sights Festival 
in Washington. 

AWAD: What makes Exit different from 
your previous films?

ISSAWI: I had a couple of scripts in the 
writing process but I decided to focus on Cairo 
Exit because it was a social drama not similar to 
my three previous films that had many political 

contexts. Cairo Exit was inspired by the ascending 
daily stress, street traffic, and the overpopulation 
I witnessed during my returning trips to cairo. 
Of course, the darker side of many cities, where 
marginal people live in the shadows, has inspired 
many filmmakers by different types of stories, 
most notably Martin scorsese in Taxi Driver. 
so the challenge was to combine all these local 
elements in a realistically tangible film that reso-
nates with a contemporary audience. In Cairo 
Exit, amal, the main character, is an 18 year-old 
coptic woman who does not drive a taxi but a 
motorbike. amal works in the fast food industry 
making home deliveries. she is in love with 
Tarek, a young Muslim man who has decided 
to flee the country in an illegal boat to Italy, and 
to take amal with him. But the problem is that 

Continued on page 7

 CHARITY

YONKers, NY -- empire city casino 
at Yonkers raceway’s President Timothy J. 
rooney teamed up with catholic charities once 
again to provide families in need with a bit of 
warmth and some holiday cheer through the 
casino’s Fourth annual “christmas spirit” Toy 
and coat Drive. Monsignor Kevin sullivan, 
executive Director of catholic charities of the 

archdiocese of New York, arrived at empire 
city casino at Yonkers raceway on Thursday, 
December 22, 2011, along with Karen reynolds, 
Westchester & Putnam county supervisor and 
sister christine hennessy both of catholic 
charities community services, as well as Órla 
Kelleher, executive Director of aisling Irish 
community center, to receive the donation 
from Mr. rooney and empire city casino 
patrons to benefit families across the region.

During the week of December 11, 2011, 
empire city casino patrons donated new, 
unwrapped toys and gently used coats. With the 
help of employees and community members, 
empire city casino’s 2011 Toy and coat Drive 
was the most successful to date, collecting over 

600 toys and coats. a large surprise contribution 
of children’s toys was donated by california-
based, Jams, a family-owned promotional 
merchandising company. The items will be 
delivered to catholic charities where they will 
be dispersed to families in need.

“It’s important that we remember what the 
christmas season is truly celebrating. We must 

always remember to give to those in need. We 
provide our customers with an opportunity to 
give back, and I am always astounded by their 
generosity,” said Mr. rooney. “Together we have 
made a difference to hundreds of families and we 
hope that our efforts will motivate others to do 
the same.”

“I extend my sincerest thanks to Mr. 
Timothy rooney, empire city casino at 
Yonkers raceway and all the generous donors 
who are helping us to provide help and create 
hope for our neighbors in need this christmas 
season,” said Monsignor Kevin sullivan. “The 
burdens many are feeling at this time of year can 
be overwhelming. Thanks to the commitment of 
wonderful partners like empire city casino at 

Yonkers raceway, more than 600 of our neigh-
bors will have a little lighter load to bear this 
christmas. Because need has no season, it is my 
sincere hope that we may continue to partner 
with so many of good will in helping those who 
need our help throughout the year.”

“We are most grateful to empire city 
casino for making such a generous donation of 

toys this christmas to help out needy families in 
the community,” said Órla Kelleher. “every child 
and adult deserves to have a happy memory of 
christmas despite the financial hardship they 
are suffering.”

“at catholic charities, families often come 
to us in a time of crisis and it is our case managers 
who help strengthen that family by providing 
help and creating hope,” said Karen reynolds. 
“This donation will help spread that message of 
hope. What a wonderful gift this is during the 
christmas season.”

“Just like Yonkers raceway, Jams is a family 
owned company and we know there are lots 
of families having a tough time right now. We 
are fortunate enough to work with people like 

Yonkers raceway so when we heard they were 
having a toy drive, we called up our toy people 
and said, ‘Get a truck ready, santa is coming a 
little early this year!’” said robert DeLarosa, VP 
sales and Marketing, Jams.

empire city casino at Yonkers raceway 
features 5,300 slot machines, video roulette, 
baccarat and electronic craps tables, dining in 
Nonno’s Trattoria, trackside in the empire 
Terrace restaurant which overlooks the track 
for live harness racing, as well as an International 
Food court. For more information call 
914.968.4200 or visit www.empirecitycasino.

com. 
catholic charities, a federation of approxi-

mately 90 agencies and programs located 
throughout the 10 counties of the archdiocese 
of New York. For more information visit www.
catholiccharitiesny.org.

aisling Irish community center was 
established in Yonkers in 1996 and has evolved 
into a full-fledged social services organization 
dedicated to serving the local community. The 
center is located at 990 McLean ave., Yonkers, 
NY 1070. For more information call 914-237-
5121 or visit www.aislingcenter.org.

Photos by and courtesy of Sean Hamrock.

600 Families in Need Receive a Little Holiday Cheer
Fourth Annual Toy and Coat Drive Turns Huge Success
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Cairo Exit; Guerilla Style
By SHERIF AWAD
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amal is pregnant with Tarek’s child in 

secrecy. The film takes place in this one crucial 
day where amal must make her mind; either 
to lose the child through abortion and go with 
Tarek or to keep her baby but loose Tarek forever. 
as you see, the film is very much contained 
within the story of this desperate couple. We 
can visualize cairo with its poor neighborhood 
where these two live while the rich neighbor-
hood is revealed as if a backdrop. In order to seek 
gritty realism, I wanted Cairo Exit to be without 
any soundtrack music, but I ended up using very 
simple moody music by Tamer Karawan who 
played a few harsh guitar chords and some piano 
tones to set the correct milieu. 

AWAD: Was it easy to get the go-ahead for 
the film?

ISSAWI: Mandour decided to produce 
Cairo Exit because he liked the script and he 
decided to move very fast. Before I approached 
him, I tried to get funds from Berlin and Geneva 
festivals in europe and from Distant horizons, 
the company that co-produced “AmericanEast” 
in the states. But the process of approaching 
european and american entities for a portion of 
the budget can take a year or even more. also, 
before I met Mandour, I handed the script to 
one or two major egyptian companies but 
they also demanded many changes be made to 
devise a seemingly more commercial film. They 
suggested hiring a known star and to build sets 
which would have only elevated the budget. 
The concept of independent cinema, where the 
shooting is on location with few crewmembers, 
and the character actors has yet to be understood 
by big regional producers. The script is the star 
in independent film. The set designs are almost 
inconsequential; infusing the characters in the 
script with mood, character and life defines 
the independent film landscape. such are the 
ingredients to my films. I must give credit to my 
DOP, Patrik Thelander, who is an american of 
swedish origins, because he helped me create a 
realistic visual portrayal of cairo that is honest 
to the city’s demeanor throughout the film. 
When I saw Heliopolis, Mandour’s previous film 
as a producer, I could appreciate the spirit that 
created that film because it was similar to the 
way independent films are made in the states. 
Mandour and I get along very well because 
he likes to act the producer in every sense of 
the word. For example, he not only provided 
the financial resources but was engaged in the 
writing and the shooting of his films. he only 
demanded to bring amal afifi, a co-writer, to 
polish certain scenes, and to ameliorate the 
dialogue and the settings to give the script a 
stronger egyptian flavor. We started to shoot the 
movie in april, 2010.

AWAD: But you had many obstacles 
midway through the shooting, especially with 
the egyptian censors from whom you must get 

approval to shot any film…
ISSAWI: Mandour handed the script 

to the censors, but we started to shoot before 
getting their final approval. We had to do so 
because everything was ready, the casting was 
finalized and Patrik arrived from the states. I 
ended up shooting 60% of the movie in 18 days 
with no location permits and no censorship 
certificate. The canon 7D camera is so small, it 
is not easily noticed, but of course, every now, a 
police officer appeared before us; we had to either 
tip him or run away. When we shot in rural and 
poor neighborhoods places, we told the people 
about us that we were doing a documentary, or 
that we were still scouting for some locations. 
But one day, while we were shooting a scene of 
a real wedding, someone caught us on a mobile 
phone camera and tipped the censors. We had to 
stop shooting for months until we got the final 
approval after making a few changes omitting 
any religious reference about the characters. In 
reality, I shot the movie like it first was written, 
and this is the version that was screened.

AWAD: how did you choose your two 
leads and the rest of the cast?

ISSAWI: Mohamed ramadan was our 
first choice to play Tarek given his exceptional 
performance in Ehky Ya Scheherazade, which was 
screened in the Diaspora Festival in New York. 
But it took us awhile to find a young woman 
with real egyptian looks to play the role of 
amal. after many casting calls, we set eyes on 
Marihan who is the real life sister of ruby. In 
front of the camera, ramadan and Marihan 
developed good chemistry during rehearsals 
and readings becoming our two leads to the 
point that director Khaled el-haggar cast both 
of them again as two lovers in his film El-Shoq. 
We also tried to inject the film with a some-
what known actors, like the great comedian 
ahmed Bedeir who plays amal’s stepfather, and 
Moroccan sanaa Mouzian ,who plays her veiled 
Muslim girlfriend. 

AWAD: What about the reception in 
festival?

ASSAWI: The festival selected Cairo Exit 
to premiere in its arab “Muhr” competition 

after we sent them a 20 minutes promo reel 
preview. There was a special red carpet Night 
where many egyptian stars like Nelly Karim, 
Khaled aboulnaga, and Bassem samra made 
their appearance, in addition to international 
stars, like catherine Deneuve, and supermodel 
Kelly Brook. after the screening, the film got 
positive reviews from major international publi-
cations like Screen. 

AWAD: Will you go back to the states to 
direct an american film?

ASSAWI: really it is about the story. 
When I find a good story, I can go and seek 
resources for it to be made. a few years ago, I 

had many screenplays, political and social, but 
they have become outdated. This happened after 
president Obama came onboard. even arab 
american actors, have begun to be cast in roles 
that can be played by any american from Latin 
or african origins. 

AWAD: so what’s next for you?
ASSAWI: I want to try a brand new 

thing. I have a script that can be co-produced 
by egyptian and foreign companies. It is not a 
drama or a comedy, it is akin to a fantasy horror 
film. Imagine, a genre film taking place in 
ancient egypt! 

Born in Cairo, Egypt, Sherif Awad is a film/video 
critic and curator. He is the film editor of Egypt 
Today Magazine, and the artistic director for both 
the Alexandria Film Festival, in Egypt, and the 
Arab Rotterdam Festival, in The Netherlands. He 
also contributes to Variety, in the United States, and 
Variety Arabia, in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
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If your rowboat springs a leak 
it would be best to try and plug 
the hole. Of course, someone 
may need to do a little bailing in 

order to save the ship. On the other hand, what 
if you’re the Titanic or a major u.s. bank? “They 
all would have gone out of business,” says one 
time Wall street executive, ed Novak, “and the 
government probably made the right choice to 
bail them out.” But letting them capsize could 
have provided an opportunity that left all of us 
with much better long-term prospects, he spec-
ulated from his mom and pop coffee shop in 
somers.

unfortunately, adhering to the basic tenets 
of capitalism would have had more than just the 
captains of the banking industry going down 
with the ship. “I believe the unemployment 

numbers would have doubled or tripled,” says 
the owner of Tazza café, which he runs with 
his wife.

so getting beyond that type of crisis was the 
decision made on both pragmatic and political 
grounds. That said, he believes from his many 
years working with The stanford Group and 
Neuberger Neuberger that the natural forces of 
the market would have aptly filled the void.

healthy, debt free companies in other 
fields would have recruited the dearth of out 
of work bankers, gotten into the lending busi-
ness and probably made a clean break from the 
bad business practices of their predecessors. “It 
would have created an opportunity rather than 
having the government coming in and trying to 
run the economy,” says the former Institutional 
equity salesperson, (which means he sold stock 

research to portfolio managers).
Instead, winning and losing was taken out of 

the equation so bad behavior and poor manage-
ment is reinforced. “Oh, I’ll take the risk,” he says 
will continue to be the mentality if companies 
think the taxpayers will again absorb the losses.

On the other hand, the TarP loans have 
been paid back – no harm, no foul. “The books 
balance but it’s not necessarily paid back in 
purchasing power,” he says. In other words, the 
arithmetic has been augmented - under the 
direction of the Fed - in the form of the rolling 
presses at the u.s. Mint.

Therein lays more difficulty for those like 
himself who see more need for less government 
and debt. “What we do is sell treasury bonds to 
finance our government and the market place 
isn’t big enough for those treasury bonds at the 

prices that are being offered so that the Fed buys 
them themselves,” he says.

Looking almost like a dog chasing its own 
tail, the Yorktown resident sees the Fed as a 
necessary institution in which one of its most 
important roles is to be the lender of last resort. 
On the downside, the Federal reserve tends to 
be removed from one of the basic premises of 
our democracy. “There needs to be more checks 
and balances placed on the Fed,” he says, and in 
an atmosphere lacking transparency such as this, 
the private banking industry gets another dose 
of coverage that helps perpetuate poor manage-
ment and more bad behavior, he adds.

Of course, he believes going back to clear 
up the Fed’s cyclical debt problem is to shrink 
the government. The typical arguments against 
big government apply here and across the board 
but Novak goes beyond the standard discourse 
to highlight how our economy is unleveled by 
government size. “The government uses the tax 
system to dole out power,” he says, “and favor

Continued on page 9

Former Wall Street Executive Weighs in on Economic Crisis
By RICH MONETTI

 CYBER SECURITY MATTERS

Many business managers I speak 
to on a regular basis always say, 
yes this is important but it doesn’t 

really affect me, I am a small business. What can 
hackers steal from me? My biggest risk seems to 
be identity theft or a hacker steals money from 
my business or me, these are challenges I face 
every day from rogue employees or any crook.

hackers can get more from you and further, 
they want the access that many small businesses 
have to larger companies or institutions or 
government agencies. The real picture is much 
larger and can drastically affect a greater number 
of people than ever thought possible.

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), one of the most prestigious institutions 
of higher learning in the us, recently released a 
study (Dec 5, 2011), examining the us electrical 
utility power grid system.

The electrical grid system is the interstate 
utility system for supplying electricity to all 
american citizens and businesses. It is a very 
elaborate and intricate system, having taken 
many decades to construct. according to the 
MIT study, it is very vulnerable and the us 
must protect the electrical power grid from 
cyber-attack.

Federal investigators are presently exam-
ining a report issued on November 8, 2011 from 
the Illinois statewide Terrorism and Intelligence 
center that hackers managed to remotely shut 
down a utility company’s water pump in central 
Illinois, in what could be the first known foreign 
cyber-attack on an industrial electric power grid 
system in the us.

The investigators believe hackers broke 

into the water utility’s network by using stolen 
computer password credentials from a us 
company that produces software to control 
industrial systems. after checking the computer 
logs (records of incoming computer activity), it 
was determined the computer had been hacked 
into from a computer located in russia.

What the report does not say and is of great 
concern is the number of user names and pass-
words that had been stolen from the software 
company’s data base and how the hackers got in 
into that network. a software company whose 
products are employed by many utilities located 
throughout the us.

The MIT report states that the us needs 
to develop standards to guard against cyber 
attacks on power lines that run into homes and 
business. It calls for the designation of a single 
federal agency to combat attacks on the us 
power network. expanded federal standards the 
report claims are needed to secure the nation’s 
high voltage electricity grid against sabotage 
from hackers, disgruntled employees and terror-
ists. The 268 page report further states present 
federal standards do not cover almost 6 million 
miles of lower voltage power lines.

unfortunately this is not new. It has been 
part of a debate in the federal government for 
at least 3 years, if not more. In an article on 
10/27/09, NextGov (www.NextGov.com), the 
Journal for Technology and the Government, a 
respected journal on these subjects wrote “Debate 
heats up over cybersecurity regulations 
for electric utilities” by J.r. aitoro: to quote” 
representatives from the electrical industry 
sharply criticized on Tuesday a proposal in the 

house to extend federal regulation to include 
local power plants in major cities to protect them 
and the national power grid from cyber attacks.”

The us is not alone in facing these types 
of challenges. IPolitics, a recognized Journal 
in canada, December 8th, 2011 (www.ipoli-
tics.ca) reported; “Government’s aging IT 
system vulnerable to cyber attacks”. The 
issue explained by r. ambrose, Public Works 
Minister of canada, is that canada has a very 
fragmented IT system across the government 
so the more access points, the more vulner-
able. also reported in the same article, British 
Foreign secretary William hague, warned that 
the united Kingdom had experienced an “expo-
nential rise” in incidents with tax and welfare 
databases among systems “liable to attack”.

Many governmental and large public 
utility departments have strong security and 
other departments don’t have as strong security 
measures. These groups are faced with the need 
and challenges to move to a comprehensive 
one-email system for large groups and a smaller 
amount of networks for that group which means 
less access points , less exposure and less vulner-
ability to cyber attacks.

What does all this have to do with the 
small business: the businesses that believe cyber 
security is important but doesn’t affect them? 
hackers try to use the ease of access to small busi-
nesses that communicate and conduct business 
with governmental agencies, utilities, financial 
institutions, etc. to append a virus or some other 
electronic digital means to an innocent email 
and piggyback that into the unprotected depart-
ment of the larger entity. This may take many 
circuitous routes but are very successful. This is 
one of the many ways, and most predominant 
way hackers get into the larger networks.

This year is already being called “The Year of 
the hack” by Fox News due to the unprecedented 

number of damaging attacks on companies like, 
sony, Google, citibank, Michaels arts & crafts, 
the us government, many others and even the 
New York Yankees. It is hard to remember when 
businesses faced as many online threats as they 
do today.

Why is so much hacking happening now? 
The answer is simple. More important and 
available information is stored online than ever 
before and at the same time so many companies 
have been lax about their own cyber security, the 
very small companies to the very large compa-
nies, to the state and federal government. In 
virtually all breaches of 2011, there was a human 
error or failure that could have been avoided. as 
more information is stored online at every level, 
better planning, adherence to standards and 
regulations, ones that are not only enforced by 
the federal and state governments, but by the 
recognition that cyber security matters at every 
company becomes more needed every day.
Mr. Alan Heyman, xs2ltd@gmail.com ; 
Managing Director of Cyber Security Auditors 
& Administrators LLC (CSA2) and the principal 
of Xanadu Security Services, LTD, (XS2) located 
at 436 Pleasantville Rd, Briarcliff, NY 10510. 
His resume is comprised of 25 years in the data 
communication world, having started one of the 
first internet based Electronic Data Interchange 
(EDI) companies in the late 80’s. CSA2 is focused 
on cyber security issues on a national scale, and the 
auditing compliance requirements in the healthcare 
industry. Mr. Heyman’s expertize is a holistic/best 
practices approach to privacy needs, encompassing 
legal compliance, IT Engineering, Software, Social 
Engineering with a special emphasis on computer-
izing audit compliance issues. He is fully certified by 
the IBM Internet Security Solution’s Group in all 
phases of IT and cyber security.

MIT Study Reveals Why Cyber Security Matters
By ALAN HEYMAN
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ends up amounting to inefficient use of capital.”

citing examples such as solyndra and 
halliburton and their no bid contracts, he thinks 
Occupy Wall street should be directing their 
efforts at the source – the government. and 

anger should also be directed inward as he sees it.
With the help of things like teaser rates, 

individuals were a part of our undoing by taking 
on debt that was over their heads and took no 
consideration against leaner times. “everyone 
is to blame,” he says, “and the debt became 

unsustainable.”
as for the uncompromising 

fight over the budget, he’s fine with 
the end result despite how bad it made our 
leaders look. Gridlock can be a good thing – 
especially if it keeps taxes down and the tether to 
government inefficiency out, he concludes.

Rich Monetti lives in Somers. He’s been a free-
lance writer in Westchester since 2003 and works 
part time in the after school program at Mt. Kisco 
Childcare. You can find more of his stories at www.
rmonetti.blogspot.com.

Former Wall Street Executive Weighs in on Economic Crisis
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call to the cemetery confirmed that she is buried 
alongside her husband who died in 1954.

according to the obituary, she was born on 
October 14, 1910, to Frank and Flavia Maffucci 
on the rockefeller estate in Pocantico hills, N.Y. 
Mrs. centofanti lived in the Tarrytowns until 
1996, and subsequently lived with her son and 
daughter-in-law in Vienna, Va., moving with 
them to Florida in 1998.

a single mother who never remarried 
after her husband’s death, she worked as a 
bookkeeper for a company in Tarrytown until 
she retired. she was also predeceased by her 
brothers Thomas and Dominick, and sisters 

Mary and rose, and survived by her son, Joseph 
J. centofanti, of Venice, Fla., a retired air Force 
colonel, daughter-in-law Faith, three grandchil-
dren, one great-grandson and two nieces.

Internet research gave me the address and 
phone number of her son, the retired air Force 
colonel. I telephoned col. centofanti, who had 
never seen the newspaper pieces. It turned out 
that the youth’s suicide had indeed been a subject 
of family conversation and reminiscence in later 
years. We had a long and pleasant conversation 
about the lower hudson Valley. 

Closing the Circle
Finding information about royal s. Kellogg 

was more difficult, although he was a prolific 
author of books on paper making and forestry. In 
1963, Mr. Kellogg was given the honorary title 
of “Fellow of the Forest” by the Forest historical 
society in Durham, N.c. 

a search of the society’s site revealed that 
it owns an unpublished manuscript titled The 
Dawn of Private Forestry in America, by carl 
alwin schenck, a pioneer american forester. 
royal s. Kellogg appears in a photograph in this 
manuscript with famous naturalist and writer 
ernest Thompson seton. The caption to the 
photo revealed Mr. Kellogg’s birth year as 1874. 

The ssDI shows four persons named royal 
Kellogg. One of the four seemed like the one I 
was seeking. he was born on Oct. 19, 1874, and 
registered for social security in New York. he 

died in Florida in February of 1965 at the age 
of 90. 

But where in Florida? social security 
records did not show this information. I even-
tually found a letter written by him to Time 
magazine and published in the issue of Feb. 2, 
1962, three years before his death. In it, he gave 
his address as Palmetto, Florida. The circle was 
closed.

rummaging in the dustbin of history? I call 
it tying up loose ends and setting the historical 
record straight.

Robert Scott is a semi-retired book publisher and 
local historian. He lives in Croton-on-Hudson, 
New York.

A Death at the Bear Mountain Bridge 
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Movie Review:  
“A Dangerous Method” (+)
an excellent, exciting, and entertaining film. It 
could have buried itself in too much dialogue 
and not enough action, but it had just the right 
blend.

The dialogue is between sigmund Freud 
(Viggo Mortensen) in Vienna, austria, and his 
star pupil, carl Jung (Michael Fassbender), in 
Zurich, switzerland. Freud is a Jew and Jung a 
christian. The action is largely between Jung and 
sabina spielrein (Keira Knightley) who was his 
patient and later also became his mistress. Jung 
defends this breach of trust in his own mind by 
saying that when he took her as his mistress, he 
stopped charging his fee of 20 marks per visit.

The intellectual battle between Freud and 
Jung relates to Freud’s belief that everything can 

be traced to a sexual feeling or action, and Jung’s 
belief that there is more to our complex lives and 
neuroses than simply sex.

You can enjoy this film without in-depth 
knowledge of psychoanalysis. To learn more 
about it, you should read a.O. scott’s review in 
The New York Times. It is very helpful.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/23/
movies/a-dangerous-method-by-david-cronen-
berg-review.html 

henry stern said:
I was skeptical about seeing this film. I 

feared it would be overly intellectual and require 
an intimate specialized knowledge of psycho-
analysis. Last week I saw “Tinker, Tailor” and 
you practically had to be a spy yourself to deci-
pher the plot. Two weeks ago I saw “shame” and 
was ashamed that I went.

This film 
which chronicles 
the tangled rela-
tionship between 
Dr. sigmund 
Freud and Dr. carl 
Jung, his pupil, 
was absorbing 
and stimulating. 
coincidentally, 
the two male stars, 
Viggo Mortensen 
and Michael 
Fassbender, had 
major nude 
scenes in “eastern 
Promises” and 
“shame.” In this picture, they were formally dressed as turn of the 

century physicians. The settings were beautiful 
and suggested to me the time and place where 
my father was a child. Keira Knightley’s meta-
morphosis from hysterical patient to respected 
colleague is compelling, even though she requires 
a touch of the cat.

as a mere patient, I cannot make an 
informed judgment in the great Freud-Jung 
controversy. I rely on rule 30-T: “The truth lies 
somewhere in between.”

 MOVIE REVIEW

Ed Koch Movie Reviews
BY EDWARD I. KOCH



Page 11The WesTchesTer GuarDIaN ThursDaY, DeceMBer 29, 2011

2022  Saw Mill River Rd., Yorktown Heights, NY 
THE ROMA BUILDING

Office & Store Space for Rent 
Prime Yorktown Location

 Office Space 965 sq ft.:  Rent $ 1650/mo.
Store  Karl Ehmers: 1100 sq ft-  $3100/mo.

Store in back: 1300 sq ft.  $2650/mo.

914.632.1230

 MOVIE REVIEW

Movie Review:  
“Young Adult” (-)
This film received good reviews, including one from a.O. 
scott in The New York Times who conveyed that it is not only 
a good movie but a mysterious one as well. I went to see it 
expecting to enjoy it but, regrettably, was very disappointed.

I will give the film major points for casting charlize 
Theron in the lead role. In addition to being a dazzlingly 
beautiful woman Theron, who was born in south africa, has 
an established reputation as a solid actor. her performance 
in this picture was professional but certainly not sensational.

Mavis (charlize Theron), who lives in Minneapolis, is a 
successful ghost writer of a popular book series for teenaged 
girls. Despite her professional success, she is very unhappy 
and living a life of one-night stands. recently divorced, the 

embittered woman sleeps around and is an alcoholic.
realizing that her life is empty and she is headed for 

disaster, Mavis returns to her small hometown, Mercury, 
Minnesota, hoping to rekindle a relationship with her high 
school boyfriend, Buddy (Patrick Wilson), who is now 
married with an infant child. another person she reconnects 
with during her visit to Mercury is Matt (Patton Oswalt), a 
high school classmate who walks with crutches as a result of 
a brutal attack by jocks in school who thought he was gay. 
he is not.

The movie had potential it did not achieve and, for me, 
was very boring. Too many films are hyped by the hollywood 
studios; often assisted by the reviewers. This is one of them.

Watch Ed Koch’s Movie Reviews at www.MayorKoch.com.

ED KOCH Movie Reviews

THE SOUNDS 
OFBLUE
By BOB PUTIGNANO

 MUSIC

Famous Frank Ward’s 
Birthday Bash,  Featuring (the 
fictitious Otis cadillac, and much more)

Boston’s David Shelley Nicole Ward Sisters
Boston’s On the Beach 
Delray Beach, FL. 
11/21/2011
Many of south Florida’s best came out to 
celebrate The Nucklebusters leader Famous 
Frank Ward’s fifty-fifth birthday. Ward’s not 
only an excellent guitarist, but he’s also a piece 
of work. here’s why: for some time now, Ward 
announces that the legendary Otis cadillac will 
be stopping by at occasional Nucklebuster gigs. 
But Mr. cadillac is figment of Ward’s imagina-
tion, and never appears, that is not until this year. 
here’s the story, Mark Fodera and members of 
the s. FL blues society decided to surprise Frank 
and assemble a “real” Otis cadillac band, Ward 
had no clue, and when he entered Boston’s the 
Otis cadillac band sprang to life!

Otis’ part was played by Joe Fodera who 
vocalized admirably; cutting no corners: it was 
an eleven piece band, with guitar, bass, horns, 
harp, keyboards, plus BBG (of the now defunct 
Blue house band) pounding on drums, where 
the driving force came from three-piece seville 
sisters background vocalists (holly Dougherty, 
Vanessa Kohornen, and sista’ Mary Beth who 
sizzled.) In true cadillac style the band also 
called themselves “el Dorado’s,” and rounding 
out the band was Mark Fodera on spoon’s, 
who also played the part as emcee in true 
elwood Blues/Blues Brothers fashion, yes he 
also dressed the part too. Ward was knocked 
out as this impromptu band (who had several 
rehearsals) roared through classics like: Don 
Gardner’s and Dee Dee Ford’s “I Need Your 

Lovin’,” The Mannish Boys “educated Ways,” 
Van Morrison’s “It Fill You up,” (the difficult to 
cover) Jerry Butler’s “For Your Precious Love,” 
Marva Wright’s “It’s so Nice,” James harmon’s 
“she’s Not Your Baby,” and closed with roomful 
of Blues’ “she’ll Be so Fine.” Quite eclectic and 
it all came off well without a hitch. Needless to 
say the most surprised person in the room was 
the birthday boy: Frank Ward.

The next set featured Nicole hart with 
Frank Ward on guitar, sheldon Voss on bass, 
Tim Kuchta’s drums, and Grammy winning 
engineer and three time Latin Grammy winning 
producer; keyboardist/organist ron Taylor. The 
band opened with a scorching “higher Ground” 
Nicole looked and sounded great, Ward soared, 
and Taylor’s keys were highly creative. Following 
was a solid rendition of hart’s “Treasure” where 
Taylor’s keys echoed the fine B3 work that exists 
on hart’s latest recording of the same name, by 
her late husband Lance Ong. Midway through 
the set JP soars and Terry hanck joined the 
fray and fireworks ensued. Ward and soars 
traded solos (wildly at times) but were always 
tasty. There was a bombastic cover of “Treat 
her right” where hanck really honked. Other 
memorable tunes included a burning “Baby 
Please Don’t Go,” a soulful and funky “Little 
By Little,” and closed with “Gin house Blues.” 
This set was powerful, all the soloists performed 
in top shelf fashion to the delight of the wildly 
enthusiastic crowd in attendance.

Two sets down, and still one more to go. 
Terry hanck and JP soars led a fine unit that 
also consisted of Frank Ward’s son (Patrick)

Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11
who was sharp on bass, ron Taylor stuck around 
and delighted on keys, Johnny “cat” soubrand 
sang backup vocals and also played guitar, David 
shelley also sat in on guitar (as he did with 
Nicole’s segment,) and chris Peet rounded out 
the band on drums. Their set featured Maxwell 
Davis’ “Whole Lotta Lovin’,” eddie Jones’ 
“Letter to my Girlfriend,” a deep-grooved and 
soulful “can I change My Mind,” and wrapped 
up the long night with a rip-snorting “Train 
Kept a rollin’.” For my ears hanck has to be one 
the premiere sax players on the national scene as 
each and every one of his solos emitted high-
energy plus he possesses an extremely solid and 
vibrant tone. soars was also impressive, and really 
ramped-up his guitar and (as well as his vocals) 
at every chance he got to step-out.

all in all it was one hell of a night. happy 
birthday, Frank Ward, may there be many, many 

more healthy ones in store for you. Which leads 
me to think; what might the Fodera’s, and the s. 
FL Blues society folks have in mind for Ward’s 
fifty-sixth? should be interesting, and I wouldn’t 
miss Ward’s next celebration for all the tea (or 
beer) in china and/or the world.

Note: since my last springtime visit to 
Boston’s it’s very noteworthy to say that the club 
has been magnificently renovated with a new 
stage, and also offers great memorabilia of classic 
Boston, Ma photos, some with authentic auto-
graphs. If you are in the area, be sure to checkout 

their weekly Tuesday night blues shows, which 
by they way is also hosted by Frank Ward along 
with nationally known special artists and bands. 
Details at: www.bostonsonthebeach.com

Bob Putignano www.soundsofBlue.com

 MUSIC

Boston’s OtisBoston’s Hank Soars Hart SoarsBoston’s David Shelley Nicole Hart

Famous Frank Ward’s 
Birthday Bash,

 COMMUNITY

During the upcoming holiday season, law 
enforcement agencies in counter Terrorism 
Zone-3 will be conducting ongoing safety 
checks of transit hubs and other locations in 
Westchester and Putnam counties.

These safety checks, conducted under a 
program known as “Operation safeguard,” will 
begin on Friday, December 23rd and run through 
the end of the holiday season, Monday, January 
2nd 2012. These safety checks, also known as 
“holiday taskings,” are comprised of law enforce-
ment officers conducting security checks of 
train stations, commuter parking lots, bus routes, 
shopping malls and public assembly areas.

as a result, the public may notice a more 
visible police presence of officers during the 
upcoming holiday season. This increased police 
presence is NOT because there is a new threat to 
the public’s safety; it is simply part of our counter-
terrorism strategy of continued vigilance.

Operation safeguard, which has been in 
place since 2004, is designed to educate and 
remind citizens that the threat of terrorism is 
ongoing and continued vigilance is essential by 
the public, business sector and law enforcement.

There are 16 counter-terrorism zones in 
New York state’s ongoing war against terrorism. 
cTZ-3 is comprised of Westchester and 

Putnam counties.
“With each day we learn of new tools and 

tactics that individuals who intend to impair 
our way of life may use to advance their plans,” 
said Irvington Police chief Michael cerone, the 
chairman of the counter Terrorism Zone-3. “as 
you celebrate the holiday season, be mindful of 
behavior that does not match the usual pattern 
of activity found within our daily lives. If you see 
something, say something.”

The Public is reminded of the following if 
suspicious activity is observed:

- DO NOT cONFrONT The 
INDIVIDuaL(s);

- DO NOT reVeaL YOur 
susPIcIONs TO The 
INDIVIDuaL(s);

- DO recOrD as MaNY DeTaILs 
as POssIBLe;

- DO NOTIFY LOcaL POLIce 
aGeNcIes BY caLLING 911, 
YOur LOcaL DeParTMeNT’s 
DIrecT NuMBer Or The saFe 
NYs TIPLINe aT :

-  1-866-saFe-NYs Or 1-866-723-3697.
The member agencies of counter 

Terrorism Zone-3 wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season, be safe, remain vigi-
lant and reMeMBer: “IF YOu see 
sOMeThING saY sOMeThING”

Operation Safeguard  Local Police To Be Vigilant During Upcoming Holiday Season

 PEOPLE

YONKers, NY -- The cochran school of 
Nursing at st. John’s riverside hospital is 
proud to announce the appointments of: Karen 
Davenport, ed.D., r.N. as Dean for academic 
Programs and Juanita hickman, r.N., PhD as 
associate Dean for student affairs.

Dr. Davenport served the school most 
recently as assistant Dean of the cochran 
school of Nursing. she came to the school in 
2009 after working 21 years for the New York 
state education Department as an associate 
in education. Dr. Davenport is also an adjunct 
assistant Professor at the Teachers college of 
columbia university. her dedication to the 
nursing profession shows in her professional 

achievements, fostered by her educational back-
ground. she received her B.s.N. from s.u.N.Y. 
college of Technology (cum Laude), M.s. 
in Nursing from russell sage college, and 
her ed.D. from Teachers college, columbia 
university in Professorial role Nursing 
education/Program evaluation.

Dr. hickman, prior to this promotion, was 
also an assistant Dean of the cochran school 
of Nursing. she has served in the united states 
air Force reserves since 1995 as a critical 
care Nurse. Dr. hickman’s commitment to the 
nursing profession and the teaching of another 
generation of nurses resonates in both her 
professional and academic accomplishments. 

she received her 
B.s.N. from New York 
university, M.s.N. 
from the university of 
Phoenix, and her PhD 
in health services from 
Walden university. Dr. 
hickman has published 
works in nursing care, as 
well as conducts semi-
nars, workshops and 
conferences in various 
aspects of nursing.

Cochran School of Nursing’s New Appointments

Juanita Hickman, R.N., PhDKaren Davenport, Ed.D., R.N
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Luna, By NAJAH MUHAMMAD
a night like no other
It was a night like no other
sitting beneath the strong cherry blossom
Bottom on the grass, back posted along the tree
The leaves dangled in front of me, they danced with the passing 
wind

Looking up towards the heavens
I witness peace
a star in full bloom, whole and humble glow

a round white globe left of the sky
Keeping balance of time

rise and fall, through the summer down to the fall
I can’t wait for sun to fall, to become a part of the most hopeful time of all
Night
surrounded by darkness reminded of light
a truly symbolic blessing
Luna

Najah Muhammad is a 17-year-old senior in high school. She plans to attend college next year 
majoring in communications. 

 NAJAH’S CORNER

 REAL ESTATE

early on in my career as a 
commercial real estate agent, 
I received a phone call, out-
of-the-blue, from the landlord 

of a rather sizable medical office building in 
Westchester county. several years later, I remain 
the building’s exclusive agent, an accomplish-
ment for which I am proud. I’ve earned the 
landlord’s confidence as a trusted associate, for 

having a cool and level 
head, and as someone 
who will always do 
his best to negotiate 
fair deals for him and 
prospective tenants.

But it’s a good 
thing that the building 
is loaded with doctors 
and located directly 
across from a major 
regional hospital. Because on more than one 
occasion, I feared that some blood would be 
let – including mine—during some very intense 
lease negotiations. The doctors, dentists, health-
care support service providers and medical 
facility administrators with whom I have dealt 
with have often been tough negotiators, fiscally 
conservative, and demanding. My landlord tries 
to be accommodating but, like his tenants (and 
his real estate agent), he has to make a living too.

I usually find that doctors express a sincere 
concern about disrupting their patients’ routines, 
contributing to their reluctance to move. as an 
average consumer of medical services if I find a 
doctor who I like, I stick with him or her and I 
will travel out of my way to use his or her services 
if they have earned my trust and confidence. so I 
wonder why do so many doctors feel the doctor/
patient relationship is such a fleeting thing that 
a move to a new location will undermine the 
viability of their practice? and I don’t mean a 
major move to a new community far from their 
hospital affiliation. I’m talking about a move 
a few blocks from their present office or even 
within the same building in order to lower over-
head or improve patient services!

Moving is inconvenient. It’s messy. It can be 
expensive. and there is always both an emotional 
and physical adjustment period that follows. But 
it beats a lot of medical procedures that doctors 
perform routinely that involve treating and 
probing body parts that most people usually 
keep covered up.

speaking of covering up, how well can 
you trust your real estate agent? If they claim 

that the roof doesn’t 
leak or that the base-
ment is dry, how do 
they explain obvious 
water stains? If you’re 
being driven out of 
your office by the 
blood curdling cries of 
patients from a neigh-
boring dental practice, 
what assurances will 

an agent give you that the dental office above 
or below a potential new office won’t generate a 
similarly disarming cacophony of sounds? If easy 
parking is a selling point of the property how 
come every one grouses about the parking lot 
attendant? If you need a wall taken down or put 
up, an easy-to-clean floor installed, a sink moved, 
additional electrical outlets, carpets restored or 
replaced, special lighting or moisture-resistant 
ceiling tiles, reliable and consistent hVac, what 
role is your agent playing in making sure that the 
work gets done by permit and according to local 
building code? and did you get in writing who 
will be paying for the build-out?

some agents won’t go near these issues 
nor will they go out of their way to find reliable 
vendors, meet with building officials, and care-
fully review leases to make sure that all negotiable 
items have been addressed. I recently completed 
a lease transaction in which I officially repre-
sented the landlord but unofficially performed 
as a duel agent for both the building owner and 
the prospective tenant. all was above board since 
both parties knew that I was functioning as a 
mediator. after I had worked for months

Continued on page 14

Moving a Medical Practice Doesn’t Have to be Painful
“This won’t hurt a bit!”
By ROB SEITZ
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This gracious Colonial home is defined by 
its many tasteful updates and sought-after 
location. Beautifully maintained, with the 
same owners for more than 25 years, it is 
located in the beautifully scenic area of 
Glenwood Lake, where the Homeowners 
Association will welcome you to enjoy its 
social events. You will also have wooded 
trails, fishing and a lake at your fingertips. 
The home offers a living room with a 
fireplace, formal dining room, and a  
sparkling sunroom. The updated kitchen 
has stainless steel appliances and a custom 
pantry. The master bedroom has outdoor 
access. There is extra space in the basement 
for play or work. Outdoor venues include 
an enclosed yard, and patio with a gas grill. 
All this in a convenient location 1 mile 
from the Pelham station of Metro North. 
This special home offers comfort, curb 
appeal and an ideal location.

FEATURES

•  10 rooms in total, with 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths and a powder room

•  Updated, eat-in kitchen with custom pantry

•  DCS 5-burner stove and Silestone, quartz countertops

•  Stainless steel appliances

•  Hardwood floors

•  Sparkling sunroom

•  Formal dining room

•  Living room with fireplace

• Near Glenwood Lake with wooded paths and fishing

• Sited on .118 lovely acre

• Outdoor speakers

• Patio with gas grill connected to gas line

• Fenced, usable yard

• Semi-finished lower level

• New roof, windows, hot water heater and garage door.

• Near to Daniel Webster Elementary (magnet) School District

• 1 mile to Pelham station of Metro-North Railroad
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• New roof, windows, hot water heater and garage door.

• Near to Daniel Webster Elementary (magnet) School District

• 1 mile to Pelham station of Metro-North Railroad

http://www.citycarting.net
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Welcome to “sports 
scene,” where we take a 
look at the sports action 
here in Westchester 
county…

Let’s head to the 
mat, in high school wrestling action, it 
was somers just getting by Yorktown 37 
to 34 in the championship match of the 
ninth annual chase Media Group holiday 
Wrestling classic. special congratulations 
go to Fox Lane head wrestling coach Joe 
amuso for his impressive 400th career win 
after a Fox Lane victory over clarkstown 
south 44-38. Throughout his forty-one 
years of coaching amuso has developed a 
record of 400-137-6, pretty impressive.

Bronxville’s outstanding track star soph-
omore Mary cain finished well in front at 
the armory in her first 1,500 meter race this 
year. cain has all ready set a sectional record 
with a run of 4 minutes, 29.4 seconds, it 
takes me that long just to start my car.

Let’s turn to boy hoops action...in the 
championship game of the 31st annual 
robert e. Mayclim Tournament at croton; 
Thomas Fleming scored 24 points to lead 
the Dobbs Ferry Tigers to a 69-51 win over 
croton harmon.

On the girls’ side, it was Lakeland 
getting by host Walter Panas in the cham-
pionship game of the Walter Panas holiday 
tournament; Kate Weldon had 13 points for 
the winners. 

Fox Lane girls basketball 
defeated Pleasantville 
49 to 22, Julia raue 
led the way with 14 
points.

Diving right 
into Men’s swim-
ming this season 
clarkstown starts 
off with a 104-80 
win over the 
section 1 defending 
champion Tappan 
Zee, eric Farm led the 
200-yard medley squad 
of Brian Foley, James Furey 
and ryan Wagner to a 1-minute, 
38.76-second mark and scored a 52.38-
second performance in the 100 butterfly, 
both of which were program records. The 
combined John Jay/Brewster Team is 
looking to become best in conference I, 
with a team stacked full of senior talent. 
after wins against horace Mann and 
Dalton, the hackley co-ed varsity swim 
team as had many record-breaking races, 
but will face major competition in Poly Prep 
on January 29th. 

Good luck to hastings head football 
coach Joe Vaccaro as the coach has decided 
to retire after 24 years in the program.

Let’s get to right to the point…fencing 
is alive and well in Westchester. The Masters 

Boys team sliced up host 
Mamaroneck 21 to 5, led 

by charlie Kaplowitz, 
Daniel corotti 
and anthony cao 
who swept their 3 
matches.

registration 
is now 
underway 
for the 
Westchester 

county coed 
Volleyball 

Tournament to be 
held Wednesday and 

Thursday. January 18 and 19th at 
the Westchester county center in 

White Plains. call 914-328-1542 for more 
information. 

On the local college basketball scene, 
Iona continues its hot start with an 88-79 
win against richmond. The Gaels (8-2) 
were led by Mike Glover who scored 24 
points.

Over at the lanes, in high school 
bowling action, the harrison huskies are 
off to a good start with an 18-3 record, led 

by league-leading senior Joe albanese’s 202 
average. On the girls’ side senior Lauren 
Klarsfeld leads the ardsley keglers to a 19-2 
record with a 146 per game average.

congratulations to fifteen-year-old 
south salem resident Nicole Morales as she 
captured the prestigious aJGa Polo Golf 
Junior championship held recently in Palm 
Beach Gardens, Florida. We recently inter-
viewed Nicole on our radio sports show, 
“The clubhouse,” she was a delightful guest 
and a looks like the LPGa will soon have a 
new star to cheer for.

Let’s take a look at some gymnastics 
results…Lakeland/Panas defeated suffern 
and eastchester by the final scores of 166.3 
to155.3 to 123.35. 

It’s one and out in Westchester for 
the constellation energy senior Players 
championship, as the champions Golf 
tour event is moving to the Fox chase Golf 
club outside Pittsburgh next summer.

That will wrap it up for this edition of 
“sports scene,” don’t forget to get out there 
and support our local athletes…

Mark Jeffers successfully spearheaded the launch 
in 2008 of MAR$AR Sports & Entertainment 
LLC. As president he has seen rapid growth 
of the company with the signing of numerous 
clients. He currently resides in Bedford Hills 
with his wife Sarah and three girls, Kate, 
Amanda and Claire.

Continued from page 13
to keep the deal from collapsing, both parties 
threatened to walk away from the deal because 
of a disagreement over who was responsible for 
a minor maintenance issue. cool-headedness on 
my part, resourcefulness, and following through 
on my promise to get the issue resolved by a 

reliable vendor finalized the deal and lowered 
everyone’s blood pressure.

I do not get rich on deals like this one 
but I do get enormous satisfaction in seeing 
them through and in delivering 110% effort 
and professional service to my landlords, 
tenants or both. shortly after completing this 

transaction another lease in the same building 
was all but signed on the spot. The tenant’s agent 
commented, “all deals should be this easy.” I 
couldn’t have agreed with him more. Big deals, 
small deals, easy, hard or in-between deals, the 
role of the professional commercial real estate 
agent is not just to show space; anyone can do 
that. The real role is service, from start to finish 
and, frequently, even long after the “pain of 

moving” has faded from memory.

Rob Seitz is New York State licensed Realtor special-
izing in commercial real estate and also experienced 
in residential transactions including leasing, sales 
and investment properties. He can be reached via 
e-mail at rseitz@stetsonrealestate.com or by 
cell, 914-393-6144.
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Dissatisfied by the meager 
wages they receive for their 
services delivering tweets all 
around the world, Twitter 
birdies have become entrepre-

neurs and have trademarked their own version of 
the dreaded “over capacity” message sometimes 
displayed on the Twitter website. They are using 
it to label folks who’ve had too much to drink.

reporter Gail Farrelly got involved in a 
little bird watching; and since she’s an expert in 

bird talk, she interviewed several of the birdies 
this week and got the “skinny” about their new 
venture.

The birds said they’ve been appalled by the 
number of problems (drunk driving arrests and 
accidents, drunken brawls, etc.) caused by too 
much drinking, so they’re selling their services to 
individuals who want to monitor the behavior of 
others. Big Brother lives! spouses can check up 
on spouses, parents on children, parole officers 
on parolees, etc.

For their clients, the birdies keep track of 
who is drinking what. When they spot someone 
drunk, the birdies will immediately tweet to the 
world his or her name, condition, and location. 
uh-oh.

and there’s more. using the old scarlet letter 
technique, the birdies will also brand the fore-
head of the drinker. so, for example, once John 
Jones gets drunk, he’ll not only be the subject of a 
tweet; in addition, he’ll soon find himself with an 
impossible-to-remove (for 24 hours) sticky label 

on his forehead: “JOhN JONes Is OVer 
caPacITY.”

When asked if they had concerns about 
possibly being sued, the birds just laughed. Then 
one of them said, “No prosecutor or lawyer 
would be fast enough to catch us; and those even 
thinking about causing trouble for us would be 
deterred by the fact that we have the power to 
quickly tweet their dirty linen to all and sundry.”

a side benefit of the job, the birdies reported, 
is that they get to enjoy a few drinks while they’re 
working.

Who says capitalism is for the birds?

Learn more about The Farrelly Sisters - Authors 
online.

.

 THE SPOOF

 SPORTS

“Twitter IS Over Capacity” Phrase Trademarked by Twitter Birdies
By GAIL FARRELLY

Sports Scene
By MARK JEFFERS
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The Manhattan Theatre club, 
lately not as sure-fire as in time 
past, nevertheless never came 
up with anything as worth-
less as Molly smith Metzler’s 

“close up space.” The inept title is a typo-
graphical term, indicating that an empty space 
needs to be filled in with words. If the words are 
as poor as the ones smith Metzler provides, I am 
not sure that empty space isn’t preferable.

This is the story of Paul Barrow, a distin-
guished but curmudgeonly book editor, still 
in morning over a wife who died a couple of 
years ago. adding to his troubles is that his 
hellion daughter, harper, who is up to all sorts 

of varieties of no good including running 
around naked, is being thrown out of 
her elite school on Puget sound --Paul 
wanted her as far as possible from home 
in New York city--and needs to be 
picked up and taken away.

as it turns out, she is already, unbe-
known to Paul, on her way back. Not 
much help either is steve, the office assis-
tant who has set up a tent in the office to 
allow him to sleep there, having had a 
problem with his roommate. Over what? 
Over his dog Zena vastly preferring the 
roommate to himself. This also allows 
steve to conduct his inordinate private 
phone calls from the office phone.

Paul tries to fire him, which doesn’t 
prove easy. especially because now there 
are further difficulties with his best-selling 
novelist, the ferocious Vanessa Finn addams, in 
whose latest manuscript Paul has made what to 
her seem unnecessary corrections, though they 
were in fact needed. she is now venting her 
terrible temper on him. It also seems that he has 
made what she considers sexual overtures to her 
that she presently wants him to follow up on, 
which is farthest from what he ever wished.

and then harper returns, speaking, or 
rather shouting, only in russian, which she 
picked up during a most unlikely previous one-
year sojourn n russia. her behavior is worthy of 

prompt institutionalization. and so it goes, with 
Paul being very nearly driven mad himself.

as written by a better dramatist--smith 
Metzler’s skill does not reach beyond the occa-
sional dubious joke--there might be something 
in a troubled father-daughter relationship, as 
there has been since time immemorial, but not 
as this author conceives and tries to manage it. 
even though the play is only 80 minutes long, it 
feels longer than a classic Greek trilogy.

David hyde Pierce is a funny actor, and 
“close up space” allows him to run through 
his entire extensive repertoire of comic expres-
sions and postures. But he is also an experienced 

enough one to have realized from reading it that 
this is not a play rescuable by mere acting or 
even directing. Watching and listening I had the 
uncanny feeling of experiencing intonations and 
gestures performed in a vacuum by an excep-
tionally adept robot.

aside from not being for a moment 
convincing as an 18-year-old, colby Minifie was 
insufferable enough for the part of harper, but 
even for it a modicum of some kind of appeal, 
not forthcoming, would have been helpful. 
Michael chernus, on the other hand, is a persua-
sively oafish steve, though why the demanding 
Paul would have hired him is unimaginable. 
rosie Perez can be effective in hispanic parts, 
but doesn’t begin to suggest someone named 
Vanessa Finn adams. her tantrums, to be sure, 
are nowhere near as amusing as the author 
must assume them to be. That leaves Jessica 
DiGiovanni, attractive but powerless in the 

underwritten 
part of an 
intern.

Ted 
rosenthal’s 
set is expert 
enough, but 
unfortunately 
cannot be 
fully removed 
when the scene 
is supposed 
to shift to 
an emptied-
out office 
room. emily 

rebhorn’s 
costumes and Matt Frey’s lighting are 
on the mark, and Leigh silverman, 
the director, does what she can, but, 
alas, is no miracle worker.

a final fiasco is the silent ending, 
which is halfheartedly meant to 
suggest a hopeful outcome, but only 
adds insult to injury. One leaves the 
theater every bit as speechless as Paul 
and harper staring at each other. But 
these silences are the very antipodes 
of golden.
Photos by and courtesy of Joan Marcus.
John Simon has written for over 50 
years on theatre, film, literature, music 

and fine arts for the Hudson Review, 
New Leader, New Criterion, National 

Review,New York Magazine, Opera News, Weekly 
Standard, Broadway.com and Bloomberg News. 
He reviews books for the New York Times Book 
Review andWashington Post. He has written 
profiles for Vogue, Town and Country, Departures 
and Connoisseur and produced 17 books of collected 
writings. Mr. Simon holds a PhD from Harvard 
University in Comparative Literature and has 
taught at MIT, Harvard University, Bard College 
and Marymount Manhattan College.
To learn more, visit the JohnSimon-Uncensored.
com website.
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Spaced Out
By JOHN SIMON

David Hyde Pierce.

Jessica DiGiovanni, David Hyde Pierce, and Michael Chernus. Michael Chernus and David Hyde Pierce

Colby Minifie and David Hyde Pierce.

http://www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org
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Governmentsection
 ENERGY ISSUES

If the owners of the Indian Point 
nuclear power plant want to 
keep the plant running they may 
have to prove the twin reactors 
can withstand a severe accident. 

a ruling last week by federal regulators said plant 
owner entergy, in their bid to renew their oper-
ating license, had not clearly shown that the cost 
exceeded the benefits if they upgraded certain 
safety features to reduce the plant’s vulnerabili-
ties to severe accidents.

The decision by the Nuclear regulatory 
commission was a victory for New York state 
attorney General eric schneiderman, who, last 
July, won a landmark decision against entergy 
that argued Indian Point should not be reli-
censed without proving they can control severe 
accidents that could threaten the public and the 
environment. entergy appealed that decision 
and last week the Nrc denied the multi-billion 
dollar utility, upholding the July ruling.

schneiderman said last week’s ruling 
bolstered his ongoing effort to improve Indian 
Point’s accident preparedness. “While entergy 
might prefer to treat severe accidents as impos-
sibilities, the millions of people who live and 
work near Indian Point rightfully expect more. 
My office will continue to take every action 
necessary to ensure Indian Point complies with 
all applicable laws and regulations, and that the 
surrounding communities are protected.”  

entergy spokesman Jim steets said a deci-
sion to appeal the decision hasn’t been made. 
“Where we go to from here is unclear. This 

decision doesn’t mean that anything additional 
has to be done. It’s largely a procedural matter 
rather than a suggestion that additional safety 
measures have to be taken.” steets said that if 
entergy added additional cost benefit analysis 
to their relicensing application, it wouldn’t neces-
sarily lead to any additional enhancements.

“We may not have to take any specific 
actions with respect to adding equipment,” 
emphasized 
steets.

since the 
catastrophic 
disaster last 
March at the 
Fukushima 
nuclear plants, an 
Nrc appointed 
Japan Task Force 
recommended 
that u.s. nuclear 
power plants 
beef up their 
emergency 
systems in case 
of spent-fuel 
leaks, earthquakes, floods and loss of power.

entergy applied for a new operating license 
in 2007 to keep both Indian Point units 2 and 3 
running for 20 more years to 2035. Their licenses 
expire in 2013 and 2015. since the application, 
numerous environmental groups have argued 
against keeping the plant open. Governor 
andrew cuomo campaigned to shutter the 
plant. The ruling against entergy upholds one of 
dozens of contentions against relicensing Indian 
Point that will be reviewed in hearings by the 
atomic safety and Licensing Board (asLB), 
an independent board that makes certain 

recommendations for relicensing. The hearings 
are expected to be held sometime late next year 
in the vicinity of the plant.

Indian Point supplies about 6% of the elec-
tricity they produce in the winter and about 
4% in the summer to the New York city 
metropolitan area, including Westchester. On 
average, entergy sells most of its electricity to 
grids feeding New england, the Mid-atlantic, 

Quebec and 
Ontario.

The envi-
ronmental 
impact portion 
of the license 
renewal process 
for the 104 
nuclear reac-
tors in the 
u.s. require a 
cost-benefit 
analysis for 
safety upgrades 
that show how 
plants handle 
emergencies 

such as an accidental release of radiation. Nrc 
spokesman Neil sheehan said that last week’s 
ruling favoring New York state said entergy 
had not yet demonstrated whether the benefits 
exceeded the cost for mitigation measures and 
hadn’t complied with Nrc regulations and the 
National environmental Policy act (NePa), 
which reviews nuclear power plant’s portion of 
their application that pertains to environmental 
impacts.

however, already approved by the Nrc in 
2009 was entergy’s safety evaluation for Indian 
Point.

“The staff long ago finished reviewing 
entergy’s safety evaluation portion of their appli-
cation and did not find any reason why the plant 
could not be relicensed,” said sheehan. “But the 
ultimate decision is up to the commission.”

sheehan said renewal application require-
ments include reports called severe accident 
Mitigating alternatives, or saMas. “These 
reports justify the cost-benefits to certain 
upgrades such as plant modifications or 
improvements that could help mitigate the 
effects of a severe accident, and do so on a cost-
benefit basis.”

saMas look at what they call “core damage 
frequency,” such as an accidental loss-of-coolant 
– which can lead to a core melt down – or a 
steam generator tube rupture, which can release 
radioactive steam into the atmosphere. Other 
core damages can include the loss of offsite 
power, station blackout and internal flooding, 
among others.

according to Dave Lochbaum of the 
union of concerned scientists, there are several 
hundred saMas that are part of the relicensing 
application.

“as I understand it, there’s a large handful of 
saMas that were determined by entergy to be 
cost beneficial at Indian Point. But they didn’t want 
to do them despite their analysis having shown 
their cost to be outweighed by the safety benefits. 
seems all that talk about “safety first” is just that -- 
when all is said and not done, cost rules.”

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance journalist 
who writes local news, about environmental issues, 
art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, “Nuclear 
Romance” was published last month. Visit the book’s 
website, http://nuclearromance.wordpress. com/

The Indian Point Nuclear power plants in Buchanan, New York. 
Photo by and courtesy of Abby Luby.

Entergy Appeal Denied
By ABBY LUBY

aLBaNY, NY -- It’s been a bril-
liant year for Governor andrew 
cuomo. 

he closed a $10 billion 
deficit and balanced the budget on time without 
raising taxes, even cut taxes for middle class fami-
lies with the lowest tax rate seen in 58 years.

he passed the state’s first-ever property tax 
cap.

Toss in an ethics reform package, job creation 
plans, and especially the landmark legislation 
extending full marriage rights to same-sex couples 
- the governor got it done.

cuomo eliminated “Pay-toPlay” in the state 
Pension Fund, he eliminated the MTa payroll 

tax on 700,000 small business and self-
employed taxpayers, even signed legislation 
banning texting while driving.

To be frank, cuomo has too many 
accomplishments this year to print. 

I’m sure plenty of readers are going to 
send emails imploring for me not to be so “nice” 
to cuomo moving forward. however, I have to 
call it like it is. 

successful year! Proud to be a New Yorker 
again, Governor.

The last time I felt this way about any 
governor was in 1983 - mind you I was only 
15-years-old. It was the year when andrew 
cuomo’s father, Mario, took office as governor.

I met Mario cuomo in 1977 during his 
failed attempt for the NYc mayoral campaign. I 
was a young nine-year-old dragged to one polit-
ical event after another.

Nevertheless, as children become their own, 
each conversation I shared with Mario cuomo 

was quite rewarding and inspirational.
I must disclose that I liked former Governor 

George Pataki (a genuinely kind and passionate 
person), had brief conversations with disgraced 
former Governor eliot spitzer, and I’m appre-
ciative of many laughs I’ve shared with former 
Governor David Paterson, a man who always 
remembered my first name.

I’m relatively young, only 43-years-old, and 
for someone like myself to have had conversations 
with each governor since 1983, I can say that I’ve 
learned so much and it’s very much a privilege.

reflecting, I took the time yesterday to watch 
Mario’s inaugural speech of 1983. What I real-
ized was that the elder cuomo took over the state 
while we were in a national recession and had a 
massive state deficit.

Just like andrew did.
This does not mean that andrew cuomo’s 

policy initiatives and future proposed budgets 
would be exempt from any scrutiny. We didn’t 

exempt any former governor, so why should we 
andrew. however, from this column’s perspective, 
I could not find one single reason for 2011. 

every single bill signed into law was 
warranted and in some cases long overdue.

Onto the Bad apple
It wasn’t a good year for state senator carl 

Kruger (D-Brooklyn). Last week he appeared in 
federal court to plead guilty to federal corruption 
charges. 

During the plea, the longtime Brooklyn poli-
tician repeatedly sobbed as he admitted his guilt. 

Kruger, 62, broke down and cried, telling 
Judge Jed s. rakoff, “I apologize if I’m a little 
emotional over this.” his voice was unusual boyish 
that squeaked and cracked at times.

he was then asked if he was mentally fit to 
plea. Kruger said, “under the circumstances, yes, 
Your honor.” 

Kruger went on and pled guilty to two counts 
Continued on page 17
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of conspiracy to commit honest services fraud and 
two counts of conspiracy to commit bribery. 

The honest services fraud counts each carry a 
maximum potential penalty of 20 years in prison 
and a fine of $250,000. The bribery counts each 
carry a maximum potential penalty of five years in 
prison and a fine of $250,000. 

Kruger faces a maximum potential penalty of 
50 years in prison.

Outside the courthouse, Kruger’s attorney 
told reporters, “By accepting responsibility for 
his conduct, senator Kruger has confirmed his 
respect for the integrity of the judicial process. 
Mr. Kruger has honestly served during a lifetime 
of public and community service, which although 
obviously flawed, is still nevertheless on balance, 
quite extraordinary.” 

Kruger was initially charged on March 10, 
2011, along with Michael Turano, a Manhattan-
based gynecologist, who also pled guilty in 
connection with the schemes. six others were 
indicted, richard Lipsky, solomon Kalish, David 
rosen, robert aquino, aaron Malinsky, and 
New York state assemblyman William Boyland, 
Jr.

rosen, 64, of harrison, New York, was 
convicted at a trial before Judge rakoff on 
september 12, 2011 for his involvement in 

schemes to bribe Kruger, former New York state 
assemblyman anthony seminerio, and Boyland. 
rosen is scheduled to be sentenced by Judge 
rakoff on January 6, 2012.

The Government entered into a deferred 
prosecution agreement with Malinsky, 63, of New 
York, New York, on November 22, 2011.

charges are still pending against Lipsky, 64, 
of New York, New York, aquino, 54, of Glen 
head, New York, and Kalish, 61, of rockville 
centre, New York. Lipsky and aquino are sched-
uled for trial on January 17, 2012. Kalish will be 
tried separately in May 2012.

Boyland, 41, of Brooklyn, New York, was 
acquitted by a jury on November 10, 2011. 
however, the Brooklyn legislator was busted on 
new charges of soliciting more than $250,000 in 
bribes from undercover FBI agents. Of course, 
Boyland is innocent until proven guilty.

In the meanwhile and based on the last finan-
cial disclosure statement, Kruger had $1.9 million 
in his campaign account. I’m not sure what the 
next filing would show. however, it might be wise 
for legislation freezing the campaign account of 
any candidate convicted of a felony and requiring 
such funds to be turned over to the state’s attorney 
General, whereas guidelines would be established 
to pay reasonable campaign-related expenditures, 
but excess funds would be given to charity. 

I’m not sure what the right answer is on this 
matter, but the status quo is unacceptable and the 

average taxpayer does not have a $1.9 million 
“when I return from prison” account.

The Tax cut extension
By press deadline, President Barack Obama 

signed a two-month extension of the payroll 
tax cut, ending what had been a heated political 
stalemate and sealing a hard-fought win for 
Democrats on an issue -- taxes -- that has histori-
cally favored the GOP.

earlier in the day, the measure cleared 
the Democratic-controlled senate and the 
republican-controlled house of representatives 
by unanimous consent, a procedural move 
allowing the measure to pass even though most 
members of congress were already home for the 
holidays.

Failure of this extension may have been 
drastic for New Yorkers. 

according to comptroller Tom DiNapoli, 
inaction by congress on the extension of the 
payroll tax cut might have cost the state $7.1 
billion in 2012.

The analysis stated that annual wages of 
$20,000 would be hit with a tax increase of $400, 
and individuals earning $100,000 would see an 
increase of $2000 in taxes annually.

Without legislative action, the discounted 
social security tax rate of 4.2% would have 
reverted back to the normal 6.2% at the start of 
the New Year.

Whew!

Share your thoughts with Carlos Gonzalez, The 
Albany Correspondent, by directing email to carl-
gonz1@gmail.com.

Good News, Bad News

 LEGISLATORS

WhITe PLaINs, NY -- The Westchester 
county Board of Legislators (WcBoL) over-
rode two of the county executive’s 
vetoes last week, December 22, 
2011, to approve separate measures 
that are meant to bolster environ-
mental safety near the reservoirs in 
the northern part of the county. The 
legislative action will also provide 
tax relief to county taxpayers.

The first veto override by the 
WcBoL authorizes release of up 
to $10 million grant funding from 
the east of hudson (eOh) Water 
Quality Improvement Program 
to help a number of Towns in 
Westchester within the New York 
city Watershed finance implementation of 
stormwater retrofit plans.

The legislation was introduced in the 
WcBoL environment & energy committee 
by WcBoL Majority Leader Peter harckham 
(D-Katonah) to approve the funding for the 

municipalities and also authorize the county to 
enter into inter-municipal agreements (IMas) 

with the municipalities for distri-
bution of the grant monies.

“I’m pleased that my colleagues 
on the Board of Legislators agreed 
that to address an unfunded New 
York state environmental mandate, 
which ensures the safety of the 
drinking water for New York city, 
it had to help the municipalities in 
the croton watershed shoulder the 
costs,” said harckham. “The east of 
hudson money gives these munic-
ipalities the ability to put projects 
in place that meet requirements set 
by the federal and state mandates 

without putting the cost on local taxpayers.”
The eOh funds will be provided to the 

Towns of Bedford, cortlandt, Lewisboro, New 
castle, North castle, North salem, Pound ridge, 
somers, Yorktown and the Village of Mount

Continued on page 18

Westchester Legislators Approve EOH Grant 
Funds For Drinking Water Protection
Override of County Executive’s Veto Bolsters 
Environmental Safety and Provides Tax Relief

Westchester County Board 
Chairman Ken Jenkins

http://www.brownpapertickets.com
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Kisco to meet u. s. environmental Protection 
agency Phase II stormwater regulations, which 
requires each small municipal separate storm 
sewer system (“Ms4”) to obtain a New York state 
Department of environmental conservation 
state Pollutant Discharge elimination system 
permit for stormwater discharges because of high 
phosphorous levels.

The municipalities, all having land in the 
croton watershed, first proposed the regional 
stormwater retrofit plan and also the use of 
the eOh funds, which are part of a county 
Trust account created for the specific purpose 
of funding stormwater projects as such. The 
proposed IMas used to deliver the funds locally 

will have a term of five years, and municipalities 
will oversee the projects and undertake the work.

The WcBoL also authorized the use of 
$1.08 million in eOh funds to partially finance 
the county portion of a drinking water protec-
tion project in the drainage basin of the Kensico 
reservoir serving the Quarry heights region of 
the Mamaroneck Valley sanitary sewage District 
(MVsD).

For decades, Westchester county officials 
recognized the existence of failing and substan-
dard septic systems was contaminating the water 
quality in the Kensico watershed, from which 
thousands of Westchester residents get their 
drinking water.

accordingly, the WcBoL authorized the 

county in 1999 to build a sewer system in the 
Quarry heights of North castle, an area within 
the Mamaroneck Valley sanitary sewer District, 
to eliminate the neighborhood as a source of 
contamination. Funds were placed in the capital 
budget for a substantial amount of the sewer 
construction, and in 2008 the county entered 
into IMas with the Town of North castle and 
Town / Village of harrison to construct 53 sepa-
rate sanitary sewer connections in the Quarry 
heights area and to allow for the transmission of 
residential sanitary sewage to the Mamaroneck 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

“The Quarry heights project is all about 
protecting our drinking water in the Kensico 
reservoir and watershed,” said Legislator William 

ryan (D-White Plains), who serves as chairman 
of the WcBoL’s Public Works, Parks, Labor and 
Transportation (PWPLT) committee. “This 
action by the Board, long after the construction 
was completed, reduces the cost of the project to 
the sewer district taxpayers.”

The overall cost of the project exceeded $3 
million, with $2 million paid by the MVsD. The 
WcBoL’s vote now authorizes a $1 million reim-
bursement to the MVDs from the eOh funds.

“Fundamental fairness required us to take 
this action,” said Legislator Martin rogowsky 
(D-harrison), who worked on the Quarry 
heights issue for four years. “It is satisfying to 
see that my efforts, despite the length of time 
involved, brought the Board to the point where 
we could provide this $1 million in property tax 
relief to our local taxpayers.”

Westchester Legislators Approve EOH Grant Funds For Drinking Water Protection
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 GOVERNMENT

an increase of the street repair 
fee from $245 to $295 by the 
New rochelle city council 
added $50,000 to the proposed 
2012 budget. The city council 
then considered a possible 

solution to a question posed by councilman 
richard st. Paul at the last meeting about what 
could be done to attract retail development to the 
city. commissioner of Development Michael 
Freimuth, presented a plan costing $100,000 
to hire an independent consultant and empha-
sized this position would call for special skills. 
he suggested a “serious deficiency” evidently was 
not connecting projects to funding sources. There 
are several good places in New rochelle for retail 
and development such as Garden street, echo 
Bay and hartley house. What is missing is how 
to bring money to the private sector. a sophisti-
cated consultant could be a bridge to the capital 
markets; Freimuth believes such an individual 
cannot be found to be hired with the required 
qualifications and skills, emphasizing it was not a 
marketing job.

st. Paul spoke to Friemuth’s emphasis on 
his background. Freimuth stressed he had “a lot 
of experience” garnered in past positions; such as 
his improving the downtown of stamford, cT. 
Freimuth then mentioned his work in devel-
oping an industrial park in Bridgeport, cT, but 
cautioned, “times are different now.” Now the 
process will involve working with developers and 
obtaining financing. a marketing program will 
only take the city so far because the market is 
tougher and subsidies may be demanded by devel-
opers. st.Paul suggested spending this $100,000 
this year because a success would bring in more 
than $100,000 to New rochelle, although he 
realized it may take more time to coax profits out 
of a project.

after the motion to add the expenditure to 
the budget was made, councilmember Marianne 
sussman had serious reservations about it and 
wanted to know if a real estate broker could 
work on the city’s behalf. Freimuth suggested 
incentives often get blurred when a commis-
sion is involved but a consultant would make 
consistently greater effort in order prove worthy 

of receiving payment on a monthly basis with 
the possibility of “out” by the city each month. 
sussman wanted to know if it was “project based” 
to generate activity. Freimuth’s response was that 
it was project based upon bringing land use proj-
ects to close. a public-private partnership such as 
was conducted with regard to the hartley house 
development for which the city needed funding 
is an example worthy emulating. st. Paul added 
the consultant could and should decide if a devel-
oper was unfairly inflating what he promised a 
project was to accomplish.

councilman Barry Fertel asked if someone 
could be hired “in house,” but this was not consid-
ered practical. Freimuth added that echo Bay 
was presently proposing changes and a consultant 
could suggest what the developer needs in order 
to consummate a deal.

councilman Jared rice said that an issue 
with hartley house is how it could affect the 
neighborhood. he was told that the consultant 
would take direction from the city and would not 
get involved in any project unless the city directed 
him to do so.

councilman Lou Trangucci asked about 
the cost-benefit analysis, especially with regard 
to proposed retail. he was told the staff is 
building skill, referring to the IDa (Industrial 
Development corporation) whose recent state 
audit mandated the city to address this issue of 
cost and benefits. PILOTs (payments in lieu of 
taxes) could be considered if the cost analysis indi-
cates a need.

Bramson then suggested the council was 
reaching a consensus and asked for a motion to 
approve the expenditure and it was unanimously 
accepted.

The council then proceeded to the budget 
vote. The motion to amend the $223 refuse fee per 
unit was voted down, 4-3 along party lines with 
Democrats having the upper hand and bringing 
defeat to the motion. The next motion was to 
approve the budget with a tax rate of 5.96%. 
It was adopted in a 5-2 vote, with councilmen 
Trangucci and st. Paul voting against it. after 
the meeting, councilman Lou Trangucci said 
this budget is going to cost the taxpayers 15% 
because of the garbage fee which amounts to a 
9.1% increase.

Peggy Godfrey is a freelance writer and a former 
educator.

The Real Tax Increase for New Rochelle Homeowners is 15 Percent
By PEGGY GODFREY

Peekskill housing authority 
chairman ron abad has 
resigned his position from 
the Pha board. The former 

chair’s announcement was confirmed by Pha 
executive Director harold Phipps who said 
abad didn’t give a reason for stepping down.

The resignation came on the heels of a 
successful $1 million lawsuit against the housing 
board by former Pha executive dDrector 

Gheevarghese “Thomas” Thankachan who sued 
and won for wrongful termination of his $90,000 
post held in 2007. The decision, which was a 
victory for Thankachan, who claimed he was fired 
because he was discriminated against (he is of 
Indian ancestry) and his political connections, was 
handed down in a White Plains Federal court. 
Thankachan, an attorney, worked for the housing 
authority for 24 years during which time he got 
his law degree and was subsequently appointed 

Pha attorney in 1998. 
he became executive 
director in 2003.

The Pha Board of 
commissioners includes 
five members who are 

appointed by the mayor, plus two who are tenant 
representatives for Peekskill’s public housing at 
Bohlmann Towers and Dunbar heights. The 
embattled Pha has been harshly criticized for 
years because of alleged wrongdoings against 
tenants; including sexual harassment, numerous 
evictions and banning tenants, their friends and 
family from public Pha board meetings which 
frequently pit commissioners against frustrated 

tenants in ongoing shouting matches. Last 
January, Pha commissioner richard Mayer 
quit in the middle of one such meeting claiming 
the Pha had become a contentious political farce 
and not a forum to better the standard of living at 
the public housing.

abad was appointed a year ago by Peekskill 
Mayor Mary Foster. Neither Foster nor abad 
returned phone calls or emails by press time. abad is 
a Peekskill resident who works for the Department 
of homeless services in New York city.

Peekskill councilwoman Drew claxton said 
abad’s resignation was “unfortunate” because of 
his housing experience.

Continued on page 19

Abad Quits Amid Turmoil at Peekskill Housing Authority
By ABBY LUBY 



Page 19The WesTchesTer GuarDIaN ThursDaY, DeceMBer 29, 2011

as the city moves to approve 
the 2012 operating budget on 

December 21st, there are many questions that 
have come about during the 6 weeks of delib-
erations and workshops that are summarized 
below:
Doesn’t the New York State Property 
Tax Cap Legislation Limit the Tax Rate 
Increase at 2%?

No, the legislation is a cap on the tax levy, 
not the tax rate. Based on the formula supplied 
by the New York state (NYs) comptroller’s 
office, the increase on the city’s $19.5M 2011 
property tax levy is about $650,000 or a 3.3% in 
the tax rate. The state’s formula includes exemp-
tions and growth rate adjustments to the levy. 
The proposed rye city 2012 budget is under 
the NYs state Tax cap and the council is 
committed to identifying additional ways to 
further provide property tax relief while main-
taining service levels and quality of life. From 
2001 to 2009, the property tax levy grew from 
$10.3M to 19.1M or an average increase of 
$1.1M per year. The last two years, the increase 
in the property tax levy averaged only $157k per 
year.
Why is the Council Considering Tax Cap 
Override Legislation?

as part of the NY state Tax cap legisla-
tion, each year prior to adopting its budget, each 
municipality must adopt (or not) local legisla-
tion that gives it the right to override the tax cap. 
although the proposed budget is below the cap, 
the NYs comptroller’s office suggests enacting 
the local override legislation as a precautionary 
step against errors in the tax cap calculations 
given that this is the first year of a five year 
process. The local passage will protect the city 
against potential penalties despite the fact that 
the adopted budget will be under the cap.
What is the Breakdown of the Tax Levy 
Increase?

The increase is made up of the continued 

drop in property values (3 years in a row) 
$97,000, New York state employee retirement 
expenses of $136,000, NYs Police and Fire 
employee retirement expenses of $227,000, 
retiree health Insurance of $26,000, and 
higher employee health Insurance of $178,000. 
Pension reform in the near-term is unlikely so 
local municipalities will need to make funda-
mental shifts in how they operate in order to 
absorb the rising costs within a property tax 
cap world. Other categories such as salaries and 
wages, equipment, materials and supplies, and 
contractual costs, are flat or have declined slightly.
What are the Immediate Impacts of the 
Proposed Budget?

While the city has done incredible work 
in maintaining service levels during a down 
economy and holding the line on property 
taxes, the effects will be felt in 2012. There are 
no new capital improvement projects planned 
beyond the ones that have already been funded 
- although the council will continue to look for 
money to conduct the feasibility study to expand 
the upper pond as part of the city’s flood miti-
gation plan. There will be no surplus revenues for 
the undesignated fund balance. With no increase 
in the $1.08M contribution to the rye Free 
reading room, the library may need to close 
an additional day. Parking meter rates will go up 
from 75-cents per hour to $1 dollar per hour or 
25-cents for 15-minutes. Other impacts could 
be felt in labor relations. The city is currently 
in labor arbitration with the Police union with 
an expired contract from 2009, and negotiations 
have yet to begin on the expired 2009 contract 
with the Fire Department.
Is the City Planning on a Bond 
Referendum in 2012?

No determination has been made. The 
city has not invested in capital infrastructure in 
quite a long time and so starting in January, the 
council will embark on a 9-month review with 
the community to assess the needs, timing and 
cost of a bond proposal that could include such 

things as road improvements and flood mitiga-
tion. Purchase street for example has not been 
fully repaved since 1985.

Thank You for Your Public service
I have been involved in rye government 

for 25 years working on issues with candidates, 
council members, boards and subcommit-
tees. I want to close my last article of the year 
by extending my thanks and appreciation for 
the public service of councilwoman Paula 
Gamache. Few that I know of have contributed 
more to the city in terms of their expertise, 

ability to ask the right threshold questions and 
the resolve to make the tough decisions - 
particularly during one on the most challenging 
periods the city has faced. Paula, thank you.

Final adoption was voted on by the council 
on December 21st at rye city hall. For more 
information on these matters, visit the city of 
rye Website at www.ryeny.gov or, please contact 
me, your city council members or the city 
Manager.
Douglas French is the mayor of Rye, New York. 
mayor@ryeny.gov 
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Continued from page 18
“I was disappointed to hear about his resigna-

tion and, as I understand it, he has a lot of housing 
experience, and a passion for, and interest in 
housing. It’s hard to find people that are willing to 
take up this kind of volunteer position. his shoes 
will be hard to fill.”

But some see the abad resignation and 
the Thankachan lawsuit as part of the unrav-
eling of the Pha, which is run by the federally 
funded huD (housing urban Development 

corporation). committee for Justice head Darrell 
Davis has been outspoken about the alleged 
corruption and inequities suffered by Pha resi-
dents under abad’s watch, particularly what Davis 
claims are “massive tenant evictions.”

“chairman of the housing authority Board, 
ron abad was overseeing a massive eviction 
process of mostly minority tenants,” said Davis, 
adding that it was ironic that abad works for 
New York city homeless services under Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg.

Phipps denied Davis’ claim that over 100 
tenants had been evicted in the last two years.

“about 10 tenants have been evicted over the 
last couple of years for non-payment of rent. It’s 
not a large percentage.”

Davis is particularly riled that Phipps still 
holds his position after his contract was termi-
nated last June and shortly after the Pha board 
said they hired a professional firm to seek a 
replacement for Phipps.

“It doesn’t take six months to find a replace-
ment for Phipps,” said Davis. “he’s still there and 
he’s retaliating against anyone who spoke against 

him.”
Phipps said he has no idea when the board 

will find his replacement. “I don’t know what the 
board has done or is doing about that but it [my 
leaving] is without foundation. The search is abso-
lutely no place.”

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance jour-
nalist who writes local news, about environmental 
issues, art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, 
“Nuclear Romance” was published last month. Visit 
the book’s website, http://nuclearromance.wordpress. 
com/

Abad Quits Amid Turmoil at Peekskill Housing Authority
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after congresswoman Nan 
hayworth (r, NY-19) voted against 
the bipartisan senate payroll tax 
cut extension, which would have 
provided relief to working class 
families in New York, Mayor Matt 
alexander issued the following state-
ment to The Westchester Guardian:

 “Tea Party republicans like 
Nan hayworth worship corporate 
profits and do everything they can 
to alarm the public about ‘creating 
uncertainty’ for businesses with 
regulations. But when given the chance to help 
working families and middle class taxpayers in 
her own district, hayworth merely created more 
uncertainty. It’s hypocritical.” 

The senate’s proposed payroll tax cut would 
provide about $1,000 of relief for the typical 
worker making $50,000 per year.

alexander, the Mayor of the Village of 
Wappingers Falls, is challenging hayworth in 
the 19th District to represent the mid-hudson 
Valley in congress.   The payroll tax cut exten-
sion had vast bipartisan support and was seemed 

likely to pass until republican 
speaker John Boehner reversed 
course over the weekend under 
pressure from the Tea Party wing 
of his party. hayworth supported 
Boehner’s move to quash the deal. 
republican senator scott Brown 
called failure to vote for the payroll 
tax cut “irresponsible,” “wrong,” and 
“jeopardizing the livelihoods of 
millions of americans.” [1] Nearly 
all republicans in the senate voted 
to prevent 160 million working 

americans from receiving a tax increase January 
1st.[2]   hayworth’s fellow hudson Valley 
republican, state senator Greg Ball, specifi-
cally blasted hayworth, saying “ensuring that 
blue-collar families can rely on a tax cut in a time 
when many families are feeling the ravages of a 
hemorrhaging economy is the right thing to do 
regardless of how the politics play out in the next 
election.” [3]

The December 20, 2001, edition of The Wall 
Street Journal blasted House Republicans for not 
acting on the payroll tax cut, calling their move a 
“fiasco” [4]   Today, the office of New York State 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli released analysis 
on what the failure of the tax cut extension will 
mean for New Yorkers. Extrapolating from that 
report, Hayworth’s and the Republican’s opposi-
tion to the extension will mean an additional $200 
million in taxes for residents of the 19th District. 
[5] 
 [1] http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/
the-fix/post/afternoon-fix-brown-calls-house-
gop-plan-irresponsible-and-wrong/2011/12/19/
gIQauQYB5O_blog.html 
[2] http://articles.latimes.com/2011/dec/17/
nation/la-na-congress-payroll-tax-20111218 
[3] http://www.capitaltonight.com/2011/12/
ball-pass-the-payroll-tax-cut/
[4] http://online.wsj.com/article/sB100014240
52970204791104577110573867064702.html
 [5] http://www.osc.state.ny.us/press/
releases/dec11/122211.htm

Alexander Asserts Hayworth Move on Payroll Tax Creates 
Uncertainty for Working Families During Holiday Season
Hayworth’s Vote Will Cost 19th District Over $200 
Million in Taxes    
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YOrKTOWN, NY -- In just 
about one week, Yorktown 
supervisor-elect Michael Grace 
will take the helm and formally 

become town supervisor. Grace spoke to The 
Westchester Guardian last week about changes 
he’d like to see in his upcoming tenure.

The November election was highly conten-
tious and Grace, who ran as a republican, 
narrowly won the seat from incumbent susan 
siegel and Democrat Don Peters. since the 
election, Grace, a former town attorney, has been 
working with a 12-member transition team 
in his Yorktown law office 
directly across from town 
hall.

One of the many unre-
solved issues is how the town 
will revamp its purchasing 
procedures, heavily criticized 
in last august’s state comp-
troller’s audit of Yorktown. 
Grace said the town’s 
response to the state comp-
troller’s suggestions wasn’t 
aggressive enough.

“We should have 
defended our practice of 
procurement and not blindly 
follow the suggestions of 
the comptroller. But we also 
have to examine what is the 
most efficient way to provide 
services.”

Town departments 
needing to purchase items 
are required to get at least three competitive 
bids for purchase approval. Grace contends 
the process is frustrating and beleaguered with 
paperwork and eats up valuable time of town 
employees.

“If we have a vehicle in the central garage 
that needs brake pads and it sits unused for three 
days while we go through a laborious process for 
bids, that’s three days that a town employee just 
sits there. It burns up man hours.”

Yorktown is also considering hiring a full 

time town manager that would oversee all town 
departments, an idea favored by Grace over 
having a Department of Public Works.

“I don’t see the wisdom in having a DPW,” 
said Grace. “We have several different districts, 
like the water district, the sewer district – and 
each district has its own tax base. a town 
manager could allocate labor and avoid duplica-
tion of services. Why not pool our personnel to 
provide services to all the districts? ”

another issue yet to be dealt with is the 
election or appointment of the highway 
superintendent. Grace said the issue would best 

be put to a public referendum.
“There are pros and cons 

to each approach. I don’t feel 
strongly one way or the other, 
so it should be decided by 
Yorktown residents.”

Grace was big on revi-
talization and economic 
development during his 
campaign, driven by what 
he said was the plight of the 
private property owner facing 
constant tax hikes.

“I am very pro-private 
property rights. Private 
property ownership is an 
american ideal that is dead. 
When I’m paying thousands 
of dollars in property tax, 
it’s just like a lease with the 
government that allows me 
to be there. I find it offensive 
and morally wrong.”

Bringing more businesses to Yorktown is a 
way to spare residents from escalating property 
taxes, said Grace.

“Development can have a positive impact 
on keeping down taxes while increasing the 
circulation of money in our local economy. It 
doesn’t have to be new development, it can be 
re-development.”

Grace cited the corridor of route 202 
between the Taconic and Lexington avenue 

Continued on page 21

Yorktown Supervisor-elect Michael 
Grtace, Photo by and courtesy of Abby 

Luby. 

Grace Ready to Govern Yorktown
By ABBY LUBY 
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and how residents living on the south side of 
202 have been plagued with flooded homes 
from the terrain’s high water table. If the forest 
on the north side of 202 was developed Grace 
said, “It would give us an opportunity to address 
the infrastructure and improve the drainage. We 
can’t just float another $10 million bond.”

encouraging business development would 
help create a more economically vibrant image 

of Yorktown. “The economy in 
Yorktown is a dead spot,” said Grace. 
“everyone jumps past the town to 

go to the cortlandt Town center or to somers.” 
currently, Yorktown is considering several 

commercial developments such as costco, 
which is being proposed on route 202 and the 
Taconic at an old hotel site, just up the road from 
competitor BJ’s. Other projects planned along 
the heavily wooded area close to the sylvan Glen 
hiking trails off route 202 is state Land corp, 
a 100-acre mixed use development of which 35 

acres would be for commercial use, including a 
big box retailer.

Despite being pro-development, Grace said 
he was also an environmentalist.

“You have to take a grand view of things and 
look at development but also care about environ-
mental issues,” he said.

But his position on wooing incoming new 
business and development has been scrutinized 
by a new activist group called Yorktown smart 
Growth, who opposes the costco project, 
claiming the mega store would create massive 

traffic jams on the small, two-lane road.
Grace said he was glad the group organized 

to have an alternative voice.
“I believe everyone just wants to be heard 

and wants to be part of what we’re doing. I plan 
to make transparency part of the process.”

Abby Luby is a Westchester based, freelance journalist 
who writes local news, about environmental issues, 
art, entertainment and food. Her debut novel, “Nuclear 
Romance” was published last month. Visit the book’s 
website, http://nuclearromance.wordpress. com/ 
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Grace Ready to Govern Yorktown

as I sit at my desk plan-
ning on writing a column to 
recap the Village’s accom-
plishments and shortfalls 

in 2011, I have a sense I should be doing 
quite the opposite especially at this time of 
year. Instead of talking about unanticipated 
fund balances and contract negotiations, it 
seems more appropriate to take a breath; 
take stock, and be thankful and grateful for 
all the people that make our Village such a 

special place to live.
The staff at Village hall is easily 

number one on the bountiful list. Due to 
the economic downturn, coupled with the 
need to keep Village taxes down, we have 
trimmed Village staffing by over 15% since 
I have been Mayor. We are operating with 
a smaller police force and public works 
crew than we have in decades and many 
of the administrative positions in Village 
hall have disappeared or morphed into 

part-time. This is especially significant at a 
time when Villagers are justifiably requiring 
more and more services for their tax dollars.

Despite this, our staff remains profes-
sional, positive, fun loving and come to work 
with the best interest of the Village first and 
foremost on their minds and for that I am 
most grateful. and thankfully, they make a 
career with us. In our Public Works depart-
ment, sergio Papetti and his uncle, Luigi 
Mignardi, have given 60 years of service to 

the Village from just one family.
My fellow Trustees come in a close 

second on my grateful list. I am so fortu-
nate to have colleagues who are true public 
servants who literally spend agonizing 
hours deliberating over even the smallest 
spending. Knowing that they are merely 
stewards of your money, they take their 
responsibilities so very seriously. They are 
also quite fun and make meetings a pleasure 
and thanks to my association with them 
through government, I am now blessed to 
call them my friends.

You often hear about the behavior of 
former electeds when new folks enter 

Continued on page 22

… for All the People in the Village Who Make It Special
By MARY C. MARVIN

 GOVERNMENT MAYOR MARVIN’S COLUMN
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office and it is often a “good luck, you’re 
on your own and I will be taking my files.” 
Thankfully, in our Village, it is quite the 
opposite. Former Mayors hand, stein, Lee 
and Murphy have helped me every step of 
the way and continue to do so. I am only a 
call, an e-mail away from their wisdom and 
priceless advice. In fact, the “lady” mayors 
have taken to having periodic lunches 
together. Oh, if only walls could talk!

equally selfless are the legions of 
Village residents who volunteer their 
time and expertise on the various Village 
committees. For every employee, we have 
two to three resident volunteers who are 
integral in making the Village operate at the 
level we do. They spend hours working on 
Village issues and respond to our requests 
on a moment’s notice.

The following are just small illustrations 
of the kind of dedicated volunteers that 

populate all our committees: the Finance 
committee, Zoning Board, Planning 
Board, Design review committee, 
citizens’ advisory committee, Library 
Board, Friends of the Bronxville Library, 
Green committee, ethics committee, 
cable TV committee and the local garden 
clubs, Boulder Ledge and Bronxville 
Beautification committee.

The Bronxville Beautification 
committee dug deep into their own 
pockets this year to help us re-landscape the 
area near the train station and were hands 
on every step of the way. You may have seen 
committee member, Mary rose Nielen, 
with her profession plans in hand, working 
side-by-side with the landscapers and our 
own Department of Public Works crew.

Just recently, we needed urgent advice 
from our ethics committee and chair Bill 
Primps interrupted his work schedule to 
arrange conference calls with all members 

of the committee and we received a much 
needed and expedited opinion.

Our Green committee, spearheaded by 
Mary Liz Mulligan, has put Bronxville on 
the map in terms of environmental initia-
tives through promotion of organic lawn 
care and recycling and reuse. as a result, 
Bronxville placed second in the county in 
the amount of our garbage that is recycled.

residents including richard szypula, 
Don henderson and anna Longobardo 
have served twenty plus years on our land 
use boards, often functioning in times of 
tension and controversy, but always stalwart 
in their dedication to keeping our Village 
the beautiful place it is today.

The Village Finance committee, all of 

whom are scions in the financial world, still 
arrive at Village hall for 7:30aM meetings 
to review our audits and spending practices. 
Though quite small potatoes in their world, 
they give the Village’s business the attention 
they would give a major deal.

Finally, I am grateful to you, the citi-
zens, for placing your trust in me to be your 
Mayor. With rare exceptions, you have been 
kind, gracious and so very civilized. Our 
love for this Village unites us all and I wish 
you all good things in 2012.

Mary C. Marvin is the mayor of the Village of 
Bronxville, New York. If you have suggestions 
or comments, consider directing your perspec-
tive by email to mayor@vobny.com.

after the most recent GOP 
presidential debate, reason-
able people can disagree as to 
who came out on top. It was 
abundantly clear, however, 
who was smothered beneath 

the pile.
as ron Paul waxed naive from his perch 

in sioux city, Iowa, on issues ranging from 
foreign policy to judicial activism, one could 
almost hear his campaign bus tires deflate. 
although some polls indicate that Mr. Paul 
has surged in Iowa, most national polls suggest 
that, beyond a relatively fixed throng of blindly 
devoted “Paulbots,” support for the eccentric 
Texas lawmaker has a concrete ceiling.

Mr. Paul did himself no favors during 
the debate. afterward, former Iowa house 
speaker christopher c. rants blogged, “ron 
Paul finally lit a match after dousing himself 
with gasoline.”

Putting aside for a moment Mr. Paul’s leftist 
policies on a variety of social issues ranging 
from his unwavering support for newfangled 
“gay rights” – to include open homosexuality in 
the military – to advocacy for across-the-board 
legalization of illicit drugs, Mr. Paul demon-
strated that he has a dangerous, fundamental 
misunderstanding of the threat posed to every 
american citizen by radical Islam. This alone 
disqualifies him for serious consideration as our 
future commander in chief.

During the debate, moderator Bret Baier 
asked Mr. Paul: “Many Middle east experts 

now say Iran may be less than one year away 
from getting a nuclear weapon. … even if you 
had solid intelligence that Iran was in fact going 
to get a nuclear weapon, President Paul would 
remove the u.s. sanctions on Iran - including 
those added by the Obama administration. 
so, to be clear, GOP nominee Paul would be 
running left of President Obama on Iran?”

Mr. Paul responded: “But I’d be running 
with the american people because it would 
be a much better policy.” (The only american 
people running with this policy risk running 
the rest of us off a cliff.)

he went on to reject a u.N. agency 
report that indicates Iran is within months of 
developing nuclear weaponry, calling it “war 
propaganda.” he then spouted the same anti-
american talking points we’ve come to expect 
from the hard-left “progressive” establishment, 
blaming america for Iran’s efforts to go nuclear.

In defense of Islamic terrorists, not unlike 
those responsible for sept. 11, Mr. Paul said, 
“Yeah, there are some radicals, but they don’t 
come here to kill us because we’re free and 
prosperous. … They come here and want to do 
us harm because we’re bombing them.

“I don’t want Iran to have a nuclear 
weapon,” he continued, all the while demon-
strating to everyone watching that a President 
Paul would be unwilling to lift a finger to 
prevent it.

his pacifist ruminations prompted fellow 
presidential candidate Michele Bachmann to 

Continued on page 23
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respond: “With all due respect to ron Paul, 
I think I have never heard a more dangerous 
answer for american security than the one that 
we just heard from ron Paul. … I’ll tell you the 
reason why, the reason why I would say that is 
because we know without a shadow of a doubt 
that Iran will take a nuclear weapon, they will 
use it to wipe our ally Israel off the face of the 
map, and they stated they will use it against the 
united states of america. Look no further 
than the Iranian constitution, which states 
unequivocally that their mission is to extend 
jihad across the world and eventually to set up 
a worldwide caliphate. We would be fools to 
ignore their purpose and their plan.”

Mr. Paul evidently is one of those fools. 
Iran is today’s version of Nazi Germany, and 
Mr. Paul’s obtuse strategy of reckless inaction 
affords him the dubious title of this genera-
tion’s Neville chamberlain. Like chamberlain’s 
fruitless appeasement, Mr. Paul’s similar 
strategy simply feeds the insatiable beast.

Don’t get me wrong. I personally like ron 
Paul. he’s that affable - if not a little “zany” 
- uncle who has the whole family on edge at 
Thanksgiving. “Oh boy; what’s uncle ronny 
gonna say next?”

still, you wouldn’t give uncle ronny the 
carving knife for the turkey, much less the keys 
to the Oval Office.

Mr. Paul is many things, but conservative 
is not one of them. he’s a died-in-the-wool 

libertarian. That’s one part conservative, two 
parts anarchist.

ronald reagan often spoke of a “three-
legged stool” that undergirds true conservatism. 
The legs are represented by strong free-market 
economic principles, a strong national defense 
and strong social values. For the stool to remain 
upright, it must be supported by all three legs. 
If you snap off even one leg, the stool collapses 
under its own weight.

Mr. Paul is relatively conservative from an 
economic standpoint, but in true libertarian 
form, has snapped off the legs of national 
defense and social values.

The libertarian is a strange and rare little 
animal – a bit like the woolly flying squirrel. 
It spends its days erratically darting to-and-
fro atop this teetering, one-legged stool in a 
futile effort to keep it from toppling. america 
witnessed ron Paul doing this squirrelly liber-
tarian tango Thursday night. cute but unstable. 

ron Paul never had a chance; but now, with 
the possible exception of his most committed 
devotees, I suspect most people will finally 
admit it. regardless of what happens in Iowa, 
the Paul engine has run out of steam. During 
the debate it pulled into the station and released 
its final wheeze right alongside the cain Train.

Matt Barber (@jmattbarber on Twitter) is an 
attorney concentrating in constitutional law. He 
serves as Vice President of Liberty Counsel Action 
. (This information is provided for identification 
purposes only.)

I was surprised to learn of the 
letter sent by congressman 
Jerry Nadler – who is my 
congressman, by the way – 
to attorney General eric h. 

holder requesting the attorney general to inves-
tigate as the New York Times stated “whether the 
police in New York and other cities had deprived 
protesters of rights protected by the constitution 
or by law, and to determine what can be done to 
prevent future similar actions.”

his letter was a reference to the Occupy Wall 
street protest, which used Zuccotti Park as its base. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg quite understandably 
criticized the congressman for requesting such 
an investigation. had I been Mayor, I would have 
similarly protested.

Indeed, when I was Mayor, other members of 
congress at the time, at the request of some civil 
rights activists, demanded the house Judiciary 
committee investigate charges of police brutality 
alleging biased racial actions by the NYPD. 

The current ranking member of the Judiciary 
committee, John conyers (D-MI), then a senior 
member of the committee responding to the 
demand of the advocates, first and prior to hear-
ings denounced the city and the NYPD, then 
held hearings, and then announced the charges 
against the NYPD were not sustained. But the 
damage was done and, or course, the holding 
of the hearing itself gave credibility to the false 
charges.

so here too the congressman’s letter gives 
credibility to the false charges of advocates for 
Occupy Wall street. The protesters occupied 
Zuccotti Park for two months before the city 
of New York, acting pursuant to court order, 
removed the tents and sleeping bags that had 
been erected against city directives. Occupy Wall 
street is represented by well qualified lawyers to 
argue the merits of their case in court. They did so 
and lost. They have a right of appeal. It is reputed 
that they have a bank account available to them of

Continued on page 24
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almost everyone who lives in 
New York city knows that I am 
Jewish. Most know that I am a 
secular Jew who believes in God, 
the afterlife, reward and punish-

ment, and that I hope to be rewarded.
I have spent much of my professional 

life stressing how important it is for Jews to 
strengthen the Jewish-catholic relationship. Jews 
should also convey their deep appreciation for 
the support that evangelical Protestants give to 
both Israel and the american Jewish community. 
regrettably, a number of mainstream protestant 
churches have been supportive of the Palestinians 
and arab causes for years, and hostile to Israel.

The tie between Jews and catholics, 
strengthened by Popes John XXIII and John Paul 
II, is very important. It has been emphasized less 
under the current Pope, Benedict XVI.

There are more than one billion catholics in 
the world and only 13 million Jews. We Jews need 
their larger numbers and energy to help us fight 
the rising anti-semitism, particularly in europe. 
Jews are living in a Golden age in the united 
states, and anti-semitism exists here to a lesser 
degree than in europe. The anti-Defamation 
League recently reported that 15 percent of 
american adults – 35 million people—are deeply 
anti-semitic.

catholic prelates like John cardinal 
O’connor, my close friend now deceased, spoke 
out regularly denouncing anti-semitism from 
the pulpit at st. Patrick’s cathedral. he pointed 
out that Jesus and his 12 apostles were born and 
died as Jews. It is, he said, a sin against God to be 
anti-semitic.

We need the catholic clergy and secular 
leaders to speak up in a similar fashion in Britain, 
France and in eastern europe where anti-semi-
tism never died even after the revelations of the 
Nazi death camps in World War II.

evangelicals support Jews for many reasons. 
a major one is that their faith requires a secure 
Israel in the land of ancient Israel if Jesus as the 

Messiah is to return to this earth.
Many Jews are distressed with the 

evangelical hope and desire that upon his 
return the Jews will convert to christianity 
or die. My suggestion to those who worry 

about this is as follows:
If it is reported that a Messiah is amongst us, 

seek him out. ask him if he is Jewish. The Messiah 
in both the Jewish and christian faiths must be of 
the line of David according to the Bible sacred to 
both Jews and christians. If he replies, “Yes,” ask 
him if this is his first visit or his second. If it is his 
first, christians should convert. If it is his second 
visit, Jews should convert.

Many commentators in our political system 
denigrate the evangelicals. I honor and respect 
them. evangelicals support Israel in larger 
numbers than the young Jews in the u.s., many 
of whom have no or little Jewish education or 
appreciation of the Jewish people’s important 
contributions to the world, despite our small 
numbers.

This commentary is a kind of year end state-
ment of strongly held feelings. Often people ask 
me why am I so involved in and concerned about 
the security of Israel. I tell them I know that pre-
World War II when hitler offered to allow the 
Jews of Germany to leave if any country would 
take them, no country was willing to do so. even 
President Franklin Delano roosevelt refused to 
let a ship, the ss st. Louis, filled with German 
Jewish refugees, land in the u.s. in 1939. It 
returned to europe and ultimately 254 passengers 
were murdered in concentration camps.

ultimately, 6 million Jews perished in the 
holocaust, victims of the Nazis and their collabo-
rators. If Israel had existed in the 1930s it would 
have taken every Jew in need of sanctuary, no 
matter how sick, old or young. a strong Israel is 
required today to protect Jews in need of sanctuary 
and save Jewish communities in danger around 
the world. Today Israel, surrounded by Muslim 
countries that are at war with it and that refuse 
to recognize its legitimacy, is in great danger and 
except for the u.s. and canada has no one it can 
count on to help if it is attacked by conventional 
or nuclear weapons. Imagine if it ever lost a war 
with the Muslim nations, and it has won 5 such 

wars, what the consequences would be. One need 
only look to syria where we see what the syrian 
government has done and continues to do: killing 
its own citizens who protest the government’s 
despotic rule. Imagine those syrian soldiers or 
their Iranian counterparts free to rule the streets 
of Tel aviv. Is there any doubt that a new holo-
caust would take place in the Jewish nation itself?

serendipitously on the day I wrote this 
column, I read a column in the Times (December 
13th) by Tom Friedman that distressed me by 
its hostility and what I perceive as baseless and 
irresponsible attacks upon the state of Israel. The 
following comments flow from that reading.

Tom Friedman is a fine writer with a high 
public profile. Because he is Jewish and purports 
to be a supporter of Israel, he apparently believes 
that that gives him license to constantly criticize 
the Jewish state and its allies. This week, his attacks 
were especially outrageous and irresponsible. he 
attacked Newt Gingrich, republican candidate 
for President for his “grovel” before a Jewish audi-
ence “by suggesting that the Palestinians are an 
‘invented’ people and not a real nation entitled 
to a state.” I watched the republican candidates 
debate before the republican Jewish coalition 
on television, to which he alludes. Gingrich was 
making an historical point that Palestinians 
had been part of south syria and not a separate 
nation under the Ottoman empire. Indeed when 
romney and Paul both chastised Gingrich for 
making the historical reference saying it was not 
helpful to the situation, and the moderator asked 
each if Gingrich was factually correct, they both 
said, “Yes.”

Friedman also accused Gingrich of seeking 
to deny the Palestinians their own state. But 
Gingrich never said that, and I have no doubt 
that he like most american supporters of Israel 
(including myself), most Israelis and the Prime 
Minister of Israel Bibi Netanyahu and his prede-
cessors since Oslo support a two-state solution. 
Friedman outrageously wrote that perhaps 
Gingrich supports “evict[ing] the West Bank 
Palestinians through ethnic cleansing.” Gingrich 
never said any such thing. Friedman offers a third 
alternative as a possible Gingrich option: one state, 
which would overwhelm Israel’s Jewish citizens, 

which Gingrich never proposed. The historical 
fact on Palestinian roots makes no difference 
today since the Palestinians now perceive them-
selves and are perceived by others as having a 
national identity.

Friedman, in the same column, went on to 
attack romney for being too willing to support 
the Israeli government in its goals, accusing him 
of wanting the u.s. to “serve as [Israel’s] aTM 
and shut up.” This is an outrageous remark by 
Friedman.

Friedman writes that the extraordinary posi-
tive reception that Netanyahu received when he 
spoke at the joint session of congress was “not 
for his politics” but “bought and paid for by the 
Israeli lobby.” coming from an alleged supporter 
of Israel, a Jew himself, this canard is especially 
offensive. This infamous statement will be joined 
with the Protocols of Zion, one a libel, the other a 
forgery – because of the status of its author – and 
used around the world by those who hate the Jews 
and Israel. No explanation or apology on the part 
of Friedman can undo the damage.

Friedman attacks the foreign minister of 
Israel, avigdor Lieberman – originally from 
russia – for not denouncing the recent election in 
russia as fraudulent. how foolish can Friedman 
be to demand such masochistic behavior on the 
part of the Israeli government? russia supplies 
military arms to syria and supports Iran and 
Friedman wants the Israeli government to 
further antagonize Putin, when the Israeli foreign 
minister is seeking to woo Putin to Israel’s side? 
Friedman points to the fact that Israel’s represen-
tatives receive a hard time on college campuses. 
I believe they do in part because of the inciting 
comments of columnists like Friedman.

Then Friedman attacks Israel for a number 
of situations which would be intolerable if prac-
ticed in the u.s. he refers to West Bank settlers 
stoning Israeli soldiers “in retaliation for the army 
removing ‘illegal’ settlements that Jewish extrem-
ists establish wherever they want.” shouldn’t the 
government be praised for the removal action and 
shouldn’t Friedman have cited the tough remarks 
by Bibi and ehud Barak with respect to punish-
ment for those settlers?

Continued on page 26
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more than $500,000 as a result of donations. 
Their rights, in my opinion, have not been 
violated. Just the opposite. The protestors have 
violated the rights of others doing business or 
living in the area of Zuccotti Park. congressman 
Nadler and the speaker of the assembly shelly 
silver jointly complained by letter to the Mayor 
stating, “some of the protesters have created 
serious and quality of life concerns for residents.” 
so Nadler, as often happens with public officials 
trying to please constituents, ended up on both 
sides of the issue.

The forum to determine rights and wrongs 
in this case are the New York courts. Does 
Nadler believe they are incapable of doing so 
and that the u.s. attorney General needs to 
enter the matter? That is a real smack in the face 
to New York city, and undeserved.

Occupy Wall street protesters on December 
17th tried to illegally occupy a parcel of land 
owned by Trinity church, which had declined 
to make it available as an encampment for 
Occupy Wall street protesters. Protesters were 
arrested by the NYPD for their attempted illegal 
occupation. Did congressman Nadler condemn 

Trinity church, the NYPD or the Occupy Wall 
street protesters? Or, is he leaving that issue to 
the New York courts?

I will now venture an opinion. congressman 
Nadler represents the upper West side, a 
bastion of liberalism and radicalism. citizens 
flood him with letters and visits demanding he 
side with Occupy Wall street. he decides that 
since he’s criticized Occupy Wall street by letter 
to the Mayor at the request of business people 
and residents of the area near Zuccotti Park, 
why not now ingratiate himself with Occupy 
Wall street by demanding an investigation of 
the NYPD and its tactics? as they say, “It can’t 
hurt.” But it does hurt. In this case it attacks 
the integrity and professionalism of the police, 

which most New Yorkers would say in this case 
is unfair. By and large and with few exceptions, 
the police handled themselves with restraint and 
professionalism.

I hope the attorney General will conclude 
the New York courts can and should handle the 
matter. Nadler’s political correctness, seeking to 
please the advocates, is seen for what it is – the 
craven response of a politician worried about a 
possible primary from the left.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a 
member of Congress from New York State from 
1969 through 1977, and New York City as its 
105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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Call 1-800-4STROKE or visit www.strokeassociation.org

ZYGGE HANDYMAN, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
10/20/2011. Office in Westchester 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
Corporation Service Company 80 
State St. Albany, NY 12207. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity. Registered 
Agent: Corporation Service Com-
pany 80 State St. Albany, NY 12207

What’s for Dessert? CB LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY 11/14/2011. Off. 
Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY desig-

nated as agent of LLC whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: c/o The LLC, 12 Greenfield 
Ave., Bronxville, NY 10708. Purpose: 
all lawful activities.

QUICK CASH OF WESTCHESTER 
AVE. LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 2/18/2009. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to The LLC 2712 
East Tremont Ave Bronx, NY 10461 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

ACTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY PLLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 9/30/2011. Office in West-
chester Co. SSNY design. Agent 
of PLLC upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process The PLLC 35 Sheldrake Ave. 
Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: Any 
lawful activity.

SAGES LLC Articles of Org. filed NY 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 10/19/2011. 
Office in Westchester Co. SSNY 
design. Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 

mail copy of process The LLC 152 
Mildred Pkwy. New Rochelle, NY 
10804. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation  USA 2 LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY 12/13/2011. 
Off. Loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o The LLC, 457 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, NY 
10605. Purpose: all lawful activities.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Office Space Available-

Prime Location, Yorktown Heights
1,000 Sq. Ft.: $1800. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

Prime Retail - Westchester County
Best Location in Yorktown Heights

1100 Sq. Ft. Store $3100; 1266 Sq. Ft. store $2800 and 450 Sq. 
Ft. Store $1200.

Suitable for any type of business. Contact Jaime: 914.632.1230

LEGAL NOTICES

Get Noticed Get 
Noticed

Legal Notices, Advertise Today
Legal Notices, 

Advertise Today

1 column2 column

914-562-0834
WHYTeditor@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
A non profit Performing Arts Center is seeking two job positions- 1) Director of Development- FT-must have a background 
in development or experience fundraising, knowledge of what development entails and experience working with sponsors/
donors; 2) Operations Manager- must have a good knowledge of computers/software/ticketing systems, duties include 
overseeing all box office, concessions, movie staffing, day of show lobby staffing such as Merchandise seller, bar sales. 
Must be familiar with POS system and willing to organize concessions. Full time plus hours. Call (203) 438-5795 and ask for 
Julie or Allison

THIS IS THE

FACE OF
A PERSON
AFFECTED BY

STROKE.
Whether the stroke is your own 

or that of a friend, parent, child, 
spouse or loved one, your life is 
affected. So learn the warning signs 
and call 9-1-1 immediately if you 
or someone else experiences them.
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Friedman cites the fact that the govern-

ment allows public buses in a ultra orthodox 
community to segregate men and women. 
In the u.s., we would not allow that, but in 
Israel it is apparently legal. In Israel, religious 
schools are funded by the government. as 
opposed as I am to many of the special perks 
the ultra orthodox receive, especially their not 
being required to serve in the I.D.F., I am not 
surprised they exist in a society seeking to 

accommodate the religious and the secular.
Friedman is distressed with recently-

enacted laws that he believes stifle dissent and 
restrict freedom of speech and a host of other 
rights we take for granted in the u.s. But 
Israel has been in a state of war with Muslim 
countries that want to destroy it since it came 
into being in 1948. Israel has taken actions to 
protect its citizens in war time, just as we have 
with the passage of the Patriot act, which I 
support, but was foolishly opposed by every 
Democratic member of congress from New 
York city. Friedman’s reciting these Israeli 
actions is obviously for the purpose of provoking 

denunciation of the state of Israel. Friedman is 
particularly outraged by one law that penal-
izes “Israelis advocating a boycott of products 
made in West Bank Jewish settlements.” Those 
Jewish boycotters would be joining the world-
wide boycotters who advocate boycotting all 
Israeli products and promote disinvestment in 
Israel, and delegitimizing the Jewish state. he 
concludes quoting an Israeli writer that there 
is a cultural war taking place in Israel. Yes there 
is and I hope the secular-minded prevail. But 
there is a larger war also taking place. Israel is 
surrounded by nations with populations aggre-
gating more than 100 million people. Israel has 

a population of 7 million of which 1.2 million 
are Muslim. The Jewish state – the only such 
state in the world – deserves support. Instead, 
too often columnists like Friedman who 
claim they are supporters of Israel are among 
Israel’s greatest detractors. Friedman, as a result 
of his column of December 13, 2011, is now 
unmasked.

The Honorable Edward Irving Koch served as a 
member of Congress from New York State from 
1969 through 1977, and New York City as its 
105th Mayor from 1978 to 1989.
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einstein said that the defini-
tion of insanity is trying the 
same thing over and over and 
expecting a different outcome. 
The sad truth is that, after 63 
years of good people trying, 

top-down diplomacy in the arab-Israeli conflict 
has produced little more than a jobs program for 
diplomats and the airlines that bring them back 
and forth between Washington and Jerusalem.

Israel and america can’t want peace more 
than the Palestinians on the ground. Palestinians 
have to want it for themselves.

If the arab spring has taught us anything, 
it is the power of the grassroots. simply keeping 
an open dialogue with entrenched leaders won’t 
work. even they don’t have power anymore. 
Whoever wins the hearts and minds of the arab 
streets will capture the future.

Why would we think that Palestinian 
authority President Mahmoud abbas or any 
other future Palestinian leader will say yes to 
a lasting two-state solution when the polls 
show that the majority of Palestinians them-
selves do not yet accept a Jewish homeland as a 

permanent fact in the Middle east? Despite the 
support of 25 percent of average Palestinians and 
Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad, even today 
abbas refuses to accept Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s invitations for peace talks to work 
out borders, refugee, water, security and other 
issues.

Of course, this isn’t to say that Israel hasn’t 
done its fair share of shooting itself in the foot. 
But despite mistakes, Israelis stick to the goal 
of a two-state solution. as the means of getting 
to peace aren’t working, it is time for change in 
tactics and audiences. Leaders and nongov-
ernmental organizations must incorporate a 
bottom-up, grassroots approach.

It is time to focus on mutual respect and 
recognition between the Israeli and Palestinian 
people, and between Israel and its arab neigh-
bors. a real peace strategy needs to show them 
the benefits they will all enjoy when and if an 
agreement is put into place.

confronting the conflict’s fundamental 
issues - mutual recognition and respect, ideology, 
dignity - requires working with people on 
both sides and presenting each side’s narratives 

and wishes to the other. This work must also 
include such fundamental activities as rewriting 
textbooks, eliminating hate-filled speech and 
television programs, and developing civil soci-
eties among both peoples that prepare them to 
accept the other’s humanity.

Our group, a nonprofit american educa-
tional organization devoted to getting out facts 
about the Middle east, has built an arabic 
language media and web outreach program. 
It has become a huge phenomenon in the 
arab websphere, and can serve as an example 
of what the u.s., european and other govern-
ments could do to promote peace. We work 
to encourage ordinary citizens to stand up for 
mutual respect. already, despite the fact that it 
is obvious on our arabic language Facebook 
page, “Israel uncensored,” that we are The 
Israel Project, we have more than 31 million 
page views, 238,000 likes from arabs. half are 
egyptians - a key audience for us as we want to 
maintain the Israeli-egyptian peace treaty.

We do very detailed public opinion research 
to understand what will work and what won’t to 
encourage peace and stability. It won’t surprise 
you that nothing is more important to arabs in 
the West Bank, Gaza, egypt and Jordan than 
jobs. and, while a stunningly high percentage 
of arabs are online and have Facebook accounts, 

we discovered that there are few materials in 
arabic online to deal with job creation.

Given that there is no u.s. or european 
money for a full-scale “Marshall Plan” in the 
arab world, a hand up can be even better than 
a hand out. Thus, we developed an online “Job 
Toolkit” with resources in arabic. It is only a 
pilot but is already immensely popular. This is 
also a program the united states, the european 
union and other NGOs on the ground could 
vastly expand.

economic peace and grassroots activism 
do not replace diplomacy - diplomacy is still 
needed. But as we watch egyptians go to the 
polls it should be obvious that top-down nego-
tiations, while necessary, are not sufficient for 
lasting peace. If there is one thing that the recent 
changes in egypt have shown us, it is that peace 
between leaders only can only be is sustained if 
the people are a part of the process.

Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi is the founder and presi-
dent of The Israel Project, a Washington-based 
organization that gets factual information about 
Israel and the Middle East to press, policy makers 
and the public.

Ending the Insanity in the Peace Process 
By JENNIFER LASZLO MIZRAHI

The recent flurry of criminal 
trials and convictions of public 
officials for a variety of offenses 

causes one to think of why it is that people 
who are elected to represent their commu-
nities in city, state and federal government 
appear so often before the bar of justice.

While it is true that only a rela-
tively small portion of elected officials are 

criminals, still the frequency of arrests and 
indictments of members of the political 
class causes people to doubt the integrity 
and validity of the legislative process, and 
to suspect many office-holders who have 
not in fact committed crimes or used their 
offices to enrich themselves personally. This 
is part of a larger distrust of government by 
individuals who see the state as a growing 

and intrusive presence, rather than as a 
guarantor of the liberty and security of the 
people.

Before I was elected to the city council 
for the first time in 1973, I did not know 
any people who had been in trouble with 
the law. Of course I had read in the newspa-
pers about famous crimes and criminals, but 
never knew any of them personally, or from 
the neighborhood.

One story I have recounted before, but 
which made a strong impression, dealt with 
my reading in the World-Telegram, which 
my father brought home from work, that 

Frank costello was the prime minister of 
the underworld. I knew that position was 
important because Winston churchill was 
prime minister of Great Britain at the time.

I asked my father why, if Frank costello 
was prime minister of the underworld, and 
if the World-Telegram knew about it and 
published the story, didn’t the police arrest 
him and put him on trial, since surely it 
must be a crime to be prime minister of the 
underworld. My father was a tentmaker, not 
a lawyer, and he couldn’t answer the ques-
tion. I went to law school, in part, to find

Continued on page 27
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the answer to questions like the one I asked 
my father.

I did learn the answers, but they were 
unsatisfying to one whose prime motive 
was the pursuit of justice. In an economy 
where lawyers pursue the interests of the 
clients who are paying them, rather than 
any abstract concept of justice, it is not diffi-
cult to see whose interests will be attended 
to by the lawyer class. Those relationships 
underlie many lawsuits, and often influence 
the behavior of the litigants involved in a 
case.

The problem here is comparable to 
the one involved in Winston churchill’s 
defense of democracy, in which he said that 
it was the worst system of government that 
could be devised, except for all the others. 
If we did not have the adversarial method 
of determining the merits of lawsuits, what 
better way could be found to determine 
the truth of a matter when the facts are in 
dispute?

During my first term on the council, 
1974-77, at least a half dozen of my 
colleagues were indicted on a variety of 
criminal charges. I will not repeat their 
names here, out of deference to the statute 
of limitations, and the outcomes were 
that some were acquitted or the charges 
dropped, and the fact that one case in 
particular, brought by a pedophile pros-
ecutor (although that fact was not known at 
time) was particularly unjust.

Politicians get in trouble for a variety 
of reasons. The most common situation is 
that they take money they are not entitled 
to. Whether the facts indicate bribery, 
extortion, or inappropriate use of influence, 
these are misdeeds of a financial nature. 
sometimes there are grey areas and it cannot 
be determined with certainty whether the 
politician’s acts are or are not criminal, but 
even those borderline transactions should 
be avoided by ethical people.

The second problem area is election 
fraud. Whether in the circulation of peti-
tions, the alteration of documents, false 
statements of residency or income, exces-
sive campaign contributions, unreported 

bundling, or other sins, politics provides 
many opportunities for misconduct by 
candidates or their supporters. Whether 
the candidate knew about these misdeeds, 
or whether he directed them, are matters 
for the courts to determine. But this is a 
growing field, and the more requirements 
there are that statements be attested to, the 
greater the possibility of prosecutions for 
falsehoods, intentional or not.

The third area deals with the personal 
lives of the candidate and his family. 
Politicians are people in the public eye, and 
there is public interest in their lives and 
activities. Minor sins are much more likely 
to come to public attention if the sinner is 
a bold-face name. This is particularly true if 
the case involves a close friend or relative of 
the politician. It even applies to employees 
of the government that the politician is 
involved with.

I remember that any file clerk in a city 
agency would be referred to as a “Koch aide” 
in the papers if anything wrong took place, 
even though Koch and the commissioners 
he appointed had never even heard of the 
fellow, much less knew that he was doing 

anything wrong. If, by any chance, the mayor 
had heard of him sometime, the employee 
became “key Koch aide”. This has nothing 
to do with any one person who worked for 
Koch. I learned over the years that the iden-
tity of the mayors were interchangeable.

It is for reasons like these that wrong-
doing in government is sometimes 
exaggerated. Nevertheless, there is much 
serious chicanery that does go on, and 
is never detected, or if defected is never 
published. so one cannot say that miscon-
duct is overreported by the media. If the 
scales are out of balance, the error is on the 
side of underreporting or ignoring sins of 
omission and commission by public officials 
and their public relations staffs, who serve 
their employers just as lawyers do.

Henry J. Stern writes as StarQuest. Direct 
email to him at mailto:starQuest@
NYcivic.org. Peruse Mr. Stern’s writing at 
New York civic.
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Westchester should be a pros-
perous, enjoyable place to 
live, work and raise a family. 
however, the people of 
the county face significant 

obstacles that are the direct results of a state 
government that has been unresponsive to their 
needs and wasteful of their resources.

Far too many of our state elected offi-
cials and party leaders have demonstrated 
complete disinterest in seriously discussing the 
reforms necessary to make The empire state 
a place people want to move to, not out of, as 
an astounding 8% of our population has over 
the past decade. clearly, the voters must take 
the lead in restoring common sense to albany. 
These ten reforms are essential:

1. allow Public referendums on key issues. 
For far too long, “three men in a room”—the 
Governor, the assembly speaker, and the 
senate leader-- have controlled all that occurs 
in state government. Individual legislators have 
little say in the ultimate outcome of key issues. 
We need to break that logjam, and insure that 
the people’s business—not the interests of the 
politicians—gets done. allowing easy access to 
public referendums on key issues would change 
the dynamics of albany.

2. Freeze all taxes. For over three decades, 

New York has ranked either first or second in 
the nation as the highest taxed state. We have 
little to show for it. Our roads and bridges are 
crumbling, our grammar and high schools are 
not serving our children adequately, and our 
economy, particularly upstate, is far too weak. 
Giving more money to albany is about the 
same as giving extra drugs to an addict. It will 
cure nothing, and only make matters worse. 
halting future tax hikes would give businesses 
the confidence to hire employees and energize 
the economy.

3. Impose the nation’s most stringent 
measures of proof for benefits, to ensure that 
only citizens and legal residents have access to 
them, and that only those truly qualified—by 
both legal residency and eligibility—receive 
them. We should not shortchange those 
New Yorkers truly in need by wasting scarce 
resources on con artists or those with no legal 
right to be here.

4. abolish member items, and replace them 
with objective criteria. Worthwhile civic orga-
nizations should not have to support individual 
politicians just to get the funds they are entitled 
to. This encourages politicians to provide funds 
based on how many votes or campaign contri-
butions they receive from organizations, rather 
than on how worthwhile an organization is.

5. adopt a voucher system. The fact is, 
despite spending more per student than any 
other state in the nation, (NY spends $18,126 
per student, compared to the national average 
of $10,499) the results are poor. schools must 
strive for excellence, not bureaucratic compli-
ance. We need to refocus our educational 
system to emphasize the needs of students, not 
educational unions and bureaucrats.

6. Make use of our natural resources. New 
York has vast supplies of natural resources that 
cannot be tapped for reasons having more to 
do with ideology than ecology. This limits our 
economy, increases unemployment, and robs 
the state of revenue that could be used to limit 
taxes.

7. Free local governments—eliminate 
unfunded mandates. albany’s politicians enact 
measures that make them popular in the eyes 
of their campaign contributors or party leaders, 
but force local governments to carry the burden. 
This takes away local government’s ability to 
pay for truly essential services to meet the polit-
ical needs of albany. This harms communities 
across the state.

8. establish a statewide Ombudsman’s 
office with appropriate power—and mandate 
that those who administer it cannot run for 
political office for a decade after leaving their 
position. The vast bureaucracies that administer 
New York’s numerous agencies and regu-
late so much of our daily lives and businesses 
frequently fail to do what is necessary to protect 
New Yorker’s rights. Intra-agency appeals 

offices frequently do little more than affirm 
what their parent agency does. a statewide 
ombudsman office, manned not by politi-
cians but by fair, dedicated professionals, could 
change the balance of power between citizens 
and the bureaucracy. The ombudsman’s office 
would also have jurisdiction over all complaints 
and charges of misdeeds of elected officials, and 
have the prosecutorial power to bring charges 
against them.

9. Forbid elected officials from engaging 
in any profit or fee generating activities with 
those doing business with the state, both while 
in office and for a period of five years thereafter. 
The reasons are obvious. We must insure that 
the needs of New Yorkers are paramount.

10. Forbid public service unions from 
contributing, as an organization, money, 
endorsements, office space, or volunteers to 
political campaigns. Public service unions 
have gained so much clout in albany that it 
seems we work for them, not they for us. Their 
unmatched influence has totally eclipsed the 
ability of all citizens or organizations to have a 
voice in albany.

New York’s problems are largely self-
inflicted, a direct result of a state government 
that is more interested in the careers of politi-
cians than in the good of the people. It’s time 
we put a stop to that.

Frank V. Vernuccio is president of the Community 
Action Civic Association. Direct email to him 
at nycommunityaction@gmail.com. Visit the 
COMACTA website at comactainc.com. 
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